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TEXAS-OKLAHOMA MEAT I N D U S T R Y S TU DY 
A comprehensive economic study of the meat industry in Texas and Oklahoma 

has been made by representatives of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, Oklahoma 
State University, and Texas A. & M. College. Results of the study show that, within 
the next several years, the structure of the meat industry in the Southern Plains 
\Till require substantial changes, including ( 1) more specialization, ( 2) an increase 
in the size of slaughtering plants, (3) a decrease in the number of wholesaling 
firms, (4) additional Federal inspection of slaughtering facilities, and (5) greater 
emphasis on pork and other cured products. 

Single copies of The Texas-Oklahoma Meat Industry, Agriculture Economic 
Report No. 39, may be obtained, without cost, from the Office of Information, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, Washington 25, D. C. 

1 3 F 0 R E S T F I R E S A N H 0 UR 
Forest firefighting forces throughout the Nation were called out an average 

of 13 times every hour during 1962. USDA statistics show that a total of 115,345 
forest fires burned nearly 4.1 million acres during the year, representing an increase 
over 1961, when 98,517 fires burned 3.0 million acres. Almost 90% of the forest fires 
in 1962 were man-caused, compared with 84% in the previous year. 

INSURANCE FOR FARM RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 
Farmers who provide recreational facilities (such as boating, fishing, 

hunting, and picnicking) for paying guests are reminded by the USDA that ordinary 
personal liability policies do not cover these facilities. A report by the Economic 
Research Service discusses the liability involved in operating such facilities and 
the type of insurance that will provide financial protection against that liability. 

Single copies of the publication, Liability and Insurance Protection for 
Farmers Who Have Income-Producing Recreational Facilitie'S, ERS-120, may be obtaIYied 
without charge from the Division of Information, Office of Management Services, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, Washington 25, D. C. 

AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS 
U. S. agricultural exports during the first 9 months (July 1962-March 1963) 

of the current fiscal year amounted to $3,665 miIIT'Oi1,-or 3% below the corresponding 
period of a year earlieY:- The ERS reports that the adverse effects of the longshore
men' s strike from late December to January were mostly overcome in February and March. 

U S D A F 0 0 D D 0 N A T I 0 N S D E C L I N E 
USDA food donations at home and abroad amounted to nearly 3.4 billion lbs. 

during the first 9 months (July 1962-March 1963) of the current fiscal year, or about 
§1. less tha~the corresponding months of the previous fi scal year. Th~ USDA says 
that the decrease in total donations is the result of a lighter case load of needy 
persons in the United States and changes in types of food donated to domestic recip
ients and to needy persons overseas. 

LIVESTOCK 
Fort Worth receipts of all classes of livestock during the week ended 

Thursday, June 20, reflected increases over a week earlier, points out the Agricultural 



Marketing Service. The cattle supply totaled an estimated 5,400, or 29% above the 
previous week but one-tenth below the corresponding period in 1962. Trading on slaugh
ter steers and heifers was moderately active. Compared with the preceding week's close, 
slaughter steers and heifers weighing over 700 lbs. sold at fully steady prices, while 
quotations for lighter weight heifers were steady to weak. Good 935- to 1,060-lb. 
slaughter steers brought $22.25 to $22.50 per cwt., and Utility and Commercial cows 
sold at $13.25 to $15.50. Thursday prices for feeder steers were steady to 50¢ per cwt. 
higher than a week ago, with Good and Choice 500- to 700-lb. animals quoted at $22 to 
$26.20 per cwt. 

Calf offerings, at approximately 1,400, were 200 more than a week earlier and 
300 larger'i1ian a year ago. Trading on slaughter calves was moderately active, and 
prices were steady to 50¢ per cwt. lower than in the preceding week. Good grades of 
killing calves cleared at $22.50 to $25 per cwt., and quotations on Good and Choice 
feeder steer calves ranged from $23 to $32. 

Hog marketings are placed at 1,650, which is 3% more than in the previous 
week but 3%°'below the comparable period last year. Trading was generally slow through
out most sessions. Closing quotations for barrows and gilts were steady to mainly 25¢ 
per cwt. lower than a week earlier, with the majority of the mixed U. S. No. 1 through 
No. 3 Grades of 185- to 260-lb. butchers quoted at $16.50 to $17 per cwt. 

Sheep and lamb marketings totaled about 11,100, compared with 10,400 a week 
ago and 18,600 a yea'T'""earlier. Trading developed rather slowly, and price declines of 
$1 per cwt. were registered for practically all lambs and yearlings. Most of the Good 
and Choice 65- to 87-lb. slaughter wooled spring lambs brought $18 to $20 per cwt. 

POULTRY 
The principal Texas commercial broiler markets opened weaker in south Texas 

and steady in east Texas during the week ended Friday, June 21, according to the 
State Department of Agriculture. Markets in both areas'"'""CO'Dtinued about steady 
throughout the trading period, with very little price fluctuation. At Friday's 
close, the market in south Texas had become stronger and that in east Texas was 
steady; the undertone in both areas was unsettled. Supplies ranged from slightly 
short to about adequate, as many retail outlets featured broilers for the weekend. 
Trading ranged from normal to brisk, with a definite increase toward the close. 
Closing prices in south Texas were 13¢ to 14.5¢ per lb., mostly 13¢ to 14¢; and 
quotations in east Texas ranged from 12.4¢ to 14.3¢. During the comparable period 
in 1962, the closing price in south Texas was 13.5¢, and quotes in east Texas 
ranged from 12.3¢ to 13.1¢. 

On Monday, June 24, broiler supplies in south Texas were barely adequate 
for the good demand, and trading was brisk. The east Texas market remained steady, 
with adequate supplies for the fair to good demand. Prices per lb. were: South 
Texas, 14.5¢; and east Texas, 13.1¢ to 14.3¢. 

Percent change from 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area June 15, 1963 week week, 1962 
BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS Texas ••.••. 3,330,000 8 14 
Louisiana .• 676,000 2 34 

22 states .. 44,320,000 0 8 
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