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C 0 T T 0 N S U P P 0 R T P R I C E A N N 0 U N C E D 
On February 6, the U. S. Department of Agriculture announced a minimum 

1963-crop support price for Middling 1::.:: cotton of 32.47¢ per lb., gross weight, at 
average location. This support price is the same as that which was in effect in 
1962 for such cotton. The USDA also announced a minimum national average support 
price (average of the crop) of 31.70¢ per lb., which reflects approximately 79% of 
the current parity price. The average of the crop is the statutory basis for cotton 
price support. 

VEGETABLE GUIDES ANNOUNCED 
The USDA recently announced acreage-marketing guides for 1963-crop summer 

and fall vegetables for fresh use, vegetables for commercial processing, summer mel
ons, and sweet potatoes. The guides are designed to assist the Nation's growers in 
planning production. 

The USDA recommendations are for reductions of 2% in total planted acreage 
of fresh summer and fall vegetables, 9% in total acreage of vegetables for process
ing, 1% for summer melons, and 10% in the acreage of sweet potatoes. 

RECORD BROILER P R 0 D U C T I 0 N 
Preliminary Statistical Reporting Service estimates place commercial broil

er production in the 22 major broiler-producing states during 1962 at 1,875 million 
birds, or 2 percent above the preceding year and the largest number of record. These 
22 states produce over 90% of the Nation's broilers. The average price received for 
broilers in 1962 was 15.1¢ per lb., live weight, which is 1.4¢ per lb. above the 
preceding year. The gross income from the output of broilers in the 22 states a
mounted to $963 million, compared with $863 million in 1961. 

There were about 126 million commercial broilers produced in Texas during 
1962, or 2% more than in the preceding year. Prices received by growersa:Yeraged 
15.1¢ per lb., which is 1.5¢ per lb. higher than in 1961. Gross income from the 
State's broiler output in 1962 totaled $62.6 million, compared with $55.3 million 
in the previous year. Among the 22 major broiler-producing states, Texas r anked 
sixth in number produced and seventh in gross income from broilers in 1962. 

H 0 NEY C R 0 P D 0 W N 
The 1962 national honey crop totaled 272.3 million lbs., or 1% below the 

previous year's-Tecord but 11% above the 1956-60 average, according to the SRS. The 
1962 crop was produced by 5,5 million colonies of bees, or about the same number as 
a year earlier. Output per colony averaged 49.5 lbs., compared with 49.7 lbs. in 
1961. Prices received by U. S. beekeepers during 1962 averaged 17.4¢ per lb., or 
slightly below the 18¢ average in the preceding year. 

Texas honey production in 1962 is placed at 12.1 million lbs., reflecting 
a 12% decline from a year earlier. The number of bee colonies in the State during 
1962 was an estimated 274,000 - unchanged from both 1960 and 1961. These colonies 
averaged 44 lbs. of honey, or 6 lbs. less than in the previous year. The total value 
of honey and beeswax produced in Texas in 1962 is placed at $1.9 million, compared 
with $2.2 million in 1961. 



L I V E S T 0 C K 
Fort Worth marketings of all classes of livestock except sheep and lambs 

were red.uced during the week end.ed Thursday, February 7, according to the Agricul
tural Marketing Service.~ an estimated 4,300, cattle receipts were one-tenth be
low a week ago and 12% smaller than a year earlier. Prices for slaughter steers 
were steady to 25¢ per cwt. lower than on the preceding Thursday, while those for 
heifers and cows were mostly steady. Good 900- to 1,115-lb. slaughter steers brought 
$23.75 to $25.25 per cwt., and Utility and Commercial cows sold at $14 to $17. Feede r 
steers and heifers weighing over 500 lbs. sold at prices which were mostly steady to 
50¢ higher than a week ago, with Good 500- to 700-lb. animals quoted. at $22 to $25. 

The calf supply of approximately 800 compared with 1,100 in the previous 
week and 600 a year ago. Trading on slaughter calves was moderately active, and 
prices were mainly steady to strong. Good grades of killing calves sold at $23 to 
$24.50 per cwt., and feeder steer calves weighing under 500 lbs. ranged from $23 to 
$26.10. 

A total of 1,500 hogs was received at Fort Worth during the week ended 
February 7, reflecting decreaBes of 3% from the preceding week and 21% from the 
corresponding period in 1962. Closing prices for barrows and gilts were steady to 
25¢ per cwt. lower than on the preceding Thursday. The majority of the U. S. No. 1 
through No. 3 Grades of 180- to 260-lb. butchers cleared at $14.75 to $15.75 per cwt. 

Sheep and lamb offerings totaled about 8,200, or 28% above the week-earlie r 
figure but one-fourth below a year ago. Demand continued fairly broad for all classes 
but mostly at reduced prices. The bulk of the Good and Choice 80- to 100-lb. shorn 
slaughter lambs with No. 3 to fall-shorn pelts brought $17 to $18 per cwt. 

POULTRY 
During the week ended Friday, February 8, the major Texas commercial broiler 

markets opened about steady in east Texas and stronger in south Texas, reports the 
State Department of Agriculture. Prices in south Texas declined about 0.5¢ per lb. 
on Tuesday, while those in east Texas increased. By Wednesday, the south Texas mar
ket had regained strength, and markets in both areas continued fully steady to stronger 
during the remainder of the week. At Friday's close, markets in both areas were 
stronger, although the undertone was unsettled. Closing prices per lb. in south 
Texas were 17¢ to 17.5¢, with a few heavyweight birds bringing 16.6¢j and quotations 
in east Texas ranged from 16.5¢ to 17.3¢. During the corresponding period in 1962, 
closing prices in south Texas were 17¢ to 18¢, and those in east Texas were 17¢ to 
17.4¢. 

The principal Texas commercial broiler markets were slightly weaker on 
Monday, February 11. Prices in south Texas were 16.7¢ to 16.8¢ per lb., and those 
in east Texas ranged from 16¢ to 16.5¢. 

Percent change from 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area 
BROILER CHICK 

February 2, 1963 week week, 1962 

PLACEMENTS Texas •••••• 2,_549 ;000 2 4 
Louisiana •• 526~000 0 17 

22 states .. . 36.2 99Sh ooo 4 2 
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