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C0 R0 M MUT A0 B0 NoAT R B DRIBLAIDEE NNG IS

Micronaire readings on samples of cotton submitted for classification under
the Smith-Doxey program will be available on a fee basis during the 1963-6k4 season,
reports the U. S. Department of Agriculture. This service provides a measurement of
fiber fineness of cotton as determined by airflow instruments. Fiber fineness is a
quality factor important in spinning. Testing for micronaire readings is authorized
under the Cotton Testing Service Act.

Applications for the testing service must be submitted by a ginner to the
Agricultural Marketing Service cotton classing office serving the territory in which
the gin is located. Applications should be submitted as soon as possible and not
later than July 1. Applications for micronaire readings and additional details re-
garding the service may be obtained from any local cotton division classing office
of the Agricultural Marketing Service.

T RE R Y LN E NTT0ONS

The Nation's turkey growers intend to produce 3% more birds in 1963 than
the 1962 output, states the Statistical Reporting Service. If the growers carry out
their intentions, approximately 9k.4 million turkeys will be raised this year, com-
pared with 91.8 million in 1962. An increase of 3% is planned in the output of heavy
breeds, with heavy whites up lO% and other heavy breeds down 1%. Present plans are
for a 2% increase in the production of light-breed turkeys.

Texas turkey growers intend to produce 4.2 million birds in 1963, or 2%
more than last year's output. Heavy breeds are expected to account for virtually
all of the State's turkey production this year.

Co TP Lulle Q0N & BL.E BD

The number of cattle and calves on feed for slaughter market in the g§
major feeding states on January 1, 1963, totaled nearly 9 million head, according
to the SRS. The number was 12% above a year earlier and up seasonally from the 6.1
million on feed as of October 1, 1962. Animals weighing less than 900 1lbs. accounted
for about 85% of the gain in the number on feed as compared with January 1, 1962.
Cattle feeders in the 28 states plan to market 3.8 million animals during the first
quarter of 1963, representing about 42% of the total number of cattle on hand at the
beginning of the year.

In Texas, there were 430,000 cattle and calves on feed for slaughter mar-
ket on January 1, 1963, which was approximately one-third more than both a year ear-
lier and on October 1, 1962. Feedlots with a capacity of more than 1,000 head con-
tinued to increase during 1962. At the beginning of 1963, there were 172 feedlots
in the State with a capacity of 1,000 head and over, compared with 145 a year earlier.
The area showing the largest increase in the number of cattle feeders was northeast
Texas; however, the High Plains registered the biggest gain in the number of cattle
on feed.

HOG FARMS GETTING BIGGER
Measured by either the number of hogs farrowing or the number of swine
sold, the Nation's hog farms are getting larger, says the Economic Research Service.
The proportion of hog farms with 10 or more litters increased from 29% in 1954 to
34% in 1959, and the number of swine sold per hog farm rose about 60% during this
period.




L VEE ST 00K

Extremely cold weather continued to curtail Fort Worth cattle and calf
marketings during the week ended Thursday, January g&; however, total supplies were
little changed from a year ago, when adverse weather conditions also sharply reduced
receipts. At an estimated 3,500, the cattle run was 100 gbove a week earlier but
was about unchanged from a year ago. Trading on slaughter steers and heifers was
fairly active on Monday but was only moderately active thereafter. Quotations for
slaughter steers ranged from 25¢ to $1 per cwt. lower than on the preceding Thursday.
Good 900- to 1,150-1b. slaughter steers sold at $24 to $25.50 per cwt., and Utility
and Commercial cows brought $14.50 to $17.50. Closing prices for feeder steers were
mostly steady to 50¢ lower than a week earlier, with Good and Choice 500- to TOO-1lb.
animals quoted at $23.50 to $26.

Calf offerings of about 800 were 11% below the previous week but one-third
above a year ago. Slaughter calves sold at prices which were fully steady with the
preceding Thursday's close. Good grades of killing calves cleared at $24 to $24.50
per cwt., and feeder steer calves weighing under 500 lbs. sold at $23.50 to $26.50.

A total of 1,125 hogs was received at Fort Worth during the week ended
January 2, compared with 1,300 a week earlier and 800 during the corresponding
period in 1962. Trading was moderately active in most sessions, and price fluctua-
tions on barrows and gilts were minor. The majority of the U. S. No. 1 through
No. 3 Grades of 175~ to 250-1b. butchers cleared at $15.75 to $16.50 per cwt.

Sheep and lamb marketings are placed at 8,300, reflecting increases of
TT% over the previous week and 6% over a year ago. Thursday prices for slaughter
lambs were mainly 50¢ per cwt. lower than a week earlier, with the bulk of the Good
and Choice Tl=- to 90-lb. animals with No. 1 through No. 3 pelts quoted at $1T7 to
$18.50 per cwt.

ENORURTNT SR

Commercial broiler markets opened fully steady in south Texas and slightly
stronger in east Texas during the week ended Friday, January 25. According to the
State Department of Agriculture, the south Texas market began to show strength on
Tuesday; at Friday's close, markets in both areas continued to strengthen. Trading
ranged from normal to brisk toward the end of the week, as many supermarkets were
running specials on broilers. Closing prices in south Texas were 1L4.9¢ to 15¢ per
1b., and those in east Texas were 1lh¢ to 1L.8¢. During the corresponding pericd in
1962, closing quotations in south Texas were 18¢ to 19¢, and prices in east Texas
ranged from 17.5¢ to 19.3¢.

On Monday, Januvary g§, commercial broiler markets were fully steady in
south Texas and about steady in east Texas. Prices per 1lb. were: South Texas,
14.9¢ to 15¢; and east Texas, 1lk.Ug to 1k.6¢.
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