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R I C E M A R K E T I N G Q U 0 T A S A P P R 0 V E D 
The Nation's rice producers approved marketing quotas for 1963-crop rice 

by a favorable vote of 87.9% in the referendum held on January 11, according to pre
liminary reports received by the U. S. Department of Agriculture. Of the 9,905 grow
ers voting, 8,707 approved the quotas and 1,198 voted against them. Approval by at 
least two-thirds of the producers voting in a referendum is required before rice mar
keting quotas can be put into effect. 

FEWER SHEEP AND LAMBS ON FEED 
The number of sheep and lambs on feed for market in the 26 principal lamb

feeding states as of January 1, 1963, totaled an estimated 4.0 million head, or--r;;o;;
fewer than a year earlier, points out the Statistical Reporting Service. The number 
in the North Central States showed a 9% decline, while that in the Western States 
advanced 4%. 

In Texas, there were 205,000 sheep and lambs on feed at the beginning of 
the current year, reflecting a 15% decrease from January 1, 1962. Of the total, 
23% weighed under 60 lbs.; 47%, between 60 and 79 lbs.; 29%, between 80 and. 99 lbs.; 
and 1% weighed 100 lbs. or over. Wheat pastures in the State have provided. consider
ably more grazing through January 1 this year than in the preceding year. The num
ber of sheep and lambs on feed in wheat pastures in the Texas Panhandle as of Janu
ary 1, 1963, is estimated at 23,000, compared with 10,000 a year ago. However, range 
conditions generally are below a year earlier. 

F 0 0 D S T I 1 1 A G 0 0 D BUY 
Although the average ~· ~· family spent slightly more for food in 1962 

than in the preceding year, a smaller part of the family income was needed to buy 
this commodity, according to the SRS. On the average, consumers spent about 19% of 
their incomes (after taxes) for food in 1962, which was the smallest share of income 
spent for this item by any nation at any time in history. 

W 0 R L D A G R I C U L T U R A L P R 0 D U C T I 0 N 
The world moved toward a better balance between agricultural production 

and. demand in 1962, and further progress is expected in 1963, points out the USDA. 
After declining for several years, world prices for food--prQaucts rose slightly in 
1962; however, there were some price decreases, mainly among nonfood farm products 
and some edible oils. Following a year of low output in some major exporting coun
tries, outturns of wheat, rice, barley, flaxseed, and cotton were stimulated. by a 
strong demand in 1961-62 and by a reduction in carry-over stocks. The USDA says 
that output of several grains, tobacco, and most animal products is expected to in
crease in the coming season. 

World agricultural trade in 1962 appears to have been maintained at the 
high level of 1961. Long-term USDA projections point to a rising level of world. 
trade in agricultural products, including U. S. farm commodities. Factors on which 
the USDA projections are based include the sustained economic growth in the more 
ind.ustrialized countries and the record holdings of gold and dollars in many of the 
principal importing countries. 



L I V E S T 0 C K 
Severe winter weather conditions sharply reduced Fort Worth livestock re

ceipts during the week ended Thursday, January 17, reports the Agricultural Market
ing Service. The ca:tt1e-s'UPply totaled approximately 3,500 head, reflecting decreases 
of 51% from the preceding week and 45% from a year ago. Buyer competition for num
bers resulted in higher prices for all slaughter classes. Good 800- to 1,135-lb. 
slaughter steers brought $24 to $26.35 per cwt., and Utility and Commercial cows 
cleared mainly at $14.50 to $17.50. Feeder steers weighing over 500 lbs. sold at 
prices which were mostly steady to 50¢ lower than at the preceding Thursday's close ; 
Good grades of animals averaging 635 lbs. were quoted at $23.50 to $25. 

The calf run of an estimated 900 was less than one-half the week-earlier 
supply but was about the same as a year ago. Prices for slaughter calves were steady 
to 50¢ per cwt. higher than in the preceding week. Good grades of killing calves 
cleared at $24 to $24.50 per cwt., and feeder steer calves weighing under 500 lbs. 
brought $24 to $26.50. 

Hog receipts are placed at 1,300, or 400 fewer than a week earlier and 500 
below the corresponding period in 1962. Closing quotations were steady to 50¢ per 
cwt. higher than on the preceding Thursday. The bulk of the U. S. No. 1 through 
No. 3 Grades of 190- to 265-lb. barrows and gilts cleared at $15.75 to $16.50 per 
cwt. 

A total of 4,800 sheep and lambs was received. at Fort Worth during the 
week ended January 17, compared with 9,900 a week ago and 13,000 a year earlier. 
Closing prices for slaughter lambs showed little change from the preceding Thursday. 
The majority of the Good and Choice 71- to 85-lb. shorn slaughter lambs with No. 1 
and No. 2 pelts sold at $16.50 to $18 per cwt. 

POULTRY 
During the week ended Friday, January 18, the major Texas commercial broil

~ markets opened slightly weaker, reports the State Department of Agriculture. A 
continuous, although gradual, price decline was reported throughout the trading pe
riod. At Friday's close, markets in both south and east Texas were slightly weaker, 
with an unsettled undertone. Closing quotations in south Texas were 13.2¢ to 13.3¢ 
per lb., and those in east ·Texas were 12.7¢ to 12.8¢. During the comparable week i n 
1962, the closing price in south Texas was 17.5¢, and quotes in east Texas ranged 
from 17.3¢ to 18.2¢. 

On Monday, January 21, commercial broiler markets were fully steady in 
south Texas and slightly stronger in east Texas. Prices per lb. were: South Texas, 
13.2¢ to 13.3¢ (with one small load at 12.8¢); and east Texas, 12.7¢ to 13¢. 

Percent chan~e from 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area January 12, 1963 week weekz 1962 
BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS Texas ••...• 2,497,000 -1 7 
Louisiana •. 450,000 -10 -6 

22 states •. 36,481,000 -2 1 
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