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C R 0 P ACREAGE 1 0 W E S T 0 F R E C 0 R D 
The acreage of crops planted. for harvest in the United States this year 

is estimated at 300 million acres, or 10 million acres less than in 1961 and the 
smallest planted acreage since records were started in 1929. According to the Sta
tistical Reporting Service, the major factors accounting for the decrease are the 
reduced wheat allotments and the diversion of additional acreage under the wheat 
and feed grain programs. The national acreage for harvest is indicated at 288 mil
lion acres, which is 8 million acres below the l9bl harvested. acreage and the low
est all-crop total since these records were begun in 1909. 

CHANGES I N 1 I V E S T 0 C K R E G U 1 A T I 0 N S 
The U. S. Department of Agriculture has announced that, effective Septem

ber .§., changes are being mad.e in Federal regulations governing payments to farmers 
for cattle destroyed because of brucellosis, tuberculosis, and paratuberculosis. 
The purpose of the changes is to facilitate eradication of these diseases. Under 
the changed regulations, USDA Veterinarians-in-Charge are authorized to exempt prem
ises without buildings, holding facilities, or other equipment from cleaning and 
disinfecting requirements. Previously, regulations required that all premises be 
cleaned and. disinfected before payment could be made for animals destroyed under the 
program. 

BUTTERFAT RECORD S E T 
A Guernsey cow on a farm near Princeton, New Jersey, has established a new 

national butterfat record for all breeds of cattle under 5 years of age, reports 
Rutgers Unive.rsity. In 305 days, the cow produced. 9,216 quarts of milk with a 
butterfat content of 5.39%. Rutgers University says that this quantity is adequate 
to supply one person with three glasses of milk a day for more than 36 years. 

GUIDES FOR WINTER VEGETABLES AND POTATOES 
The USDA has recommended a 4% reduction in the national acreage of 1963-

crop winter vegetables for fresh use and. no change in the 1963 winter potato acre
age. These acreage-marketing guides are designed to assist growers in planning pro
duction. The USDA says that, if output is in line with these guides for the coming 
season and if marketings follow a normal pattern, supplies probably will be in bal
ance with requirements at satisfactory price levels. The guides cover the 1963 win
ter potato crop and 15 major vegetables that will be marketed for fresh use - mainly 
during the first quarter of next year. 

R E C 0 R D FEED G R A I N E X P 0 R T S 
U. S. feed grain exports (excluding milled products) during the period 

July 1, 19bl,-through June 30, 1962, advanced 28%, setting a new record of 14.1 
million m;tric tons, according to the Foreign Agricultural Service. Exports to 
Western Europe increased, reflecting a moderate reduction in feed grain production 
in this region and a continuing strong demand for livestock feed. Shipments to 
Japan and North Africa also rose sharply. Exports of corn to all areas were almost 
50% larger than in 1960-61, while those of barley and grain sorghums were about un
changed. On the other hand, oat shipments declined 30%. 



L I V E S T 0 C K 
Fort Worth cattle marketings during the week ended Thursday, August 23, 

totaled an estimated 6,600 head, compared with 6,100 in the preceding week and 
8,300 a year ago, according to the Agricultural Marketing Service. Trading was 
uneven, and closing prices for slaughter steers and heifers were nominally steady 
as supplies were hardly adequate to test the market. Good 955-lb. slaughter steers 
brought $25.10 per cwt., and Utility and Commercial cows sold at $13.50 to $17. 
Trading on feed.er cattle was moderately active, and closing quotations were mainly 
steady with those in the latter part of the previous week. Good and Choice 700- to 
925-lb. feeder steers cleared at $22.50 to $25.10. 

Calf receipts are placed at 1,400, or about the same as a week earlier 
but 100 fewer than in the corresponding period of 1961. Slaughter calves sold at 
prices which were steady to 50¢ per cwt. lower than on the preceding Thursday. 
Good grades of killing calves were quoted at $23 to $24.50 per cwt., and feeder 
steer calves brought $23.50 to $27.50. 

At an estimated 1,400, hog supplies were 12% below those a week ago but 
were about unchanged from the year-earlier level. Trading was fairly active in 
most sessions, and closing prices were steady to 25¢ per cwt. lower than a week 
ago. The majority of the U. S. No. 1 through No. 3 Grades of 190- to 255-lb. 
butchers cleared at $17.50 to $18.25 per cwt. 

Sheep and larrib offerings totaled approximately 10,800, representing gains 
of 30% over a week ago and 86% over the comparable period. last year. Demand. was 
broad each day, and prices were fully steady with the preceding week's close. The 
bulk of the Good and Choice 71- to 94-lb. wooled slaughter spring lambs sold at $17 
to $20 per cwt. 

POULTRY 
The major Texas commercial broiler markets opened stronger in south Texas 

and steady in east Texas during the week ended Friday, August 24, points out the 
State Department of Agriculture. The market in south Texas became steady on Tues
day, and that in east Texas strengthened somewhat on Thursday. At Friday's close, 
the south Texas market was fully steady, and. the east Texas market continued. to 
show strength. Closing quotations in south Texas were 16¢ per lb., and prices in 
east Texas ranged from 16.3¢ to 17¢. During the corresponding period in 1961, the 
average closing quote in south Texas was 11.4¢, and the weighted average price in 
east Texas was ll.5¢. 

On Monday, August 27, commercial broiler markets were stronger in south 
Texas and fully steady in east Texas. Prices per lb. were: South Texas, 17¢, and 
east Texas, 16.3¢ to 17¢. 

Percent change from 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area August 18, 1962 week week, 1961 
BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS Texas •••••• 2,284,ooo -5 -3 
Louisiana •• 419,000 -2 -6 

22 states •. 34,933,000 -3 0 
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