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PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS FOR 1962 
Based on March 1 planting intentions of farmers, the 1962 crop seedings 

in the United States are likely to be slightly below a year ago and the smallest of 
record, according to the Statistical Reporting Service. The plans were reported dur
ing the signup period for the 1962 feed grain and wheat programs, but farmers' inten
tions to plant corn, sorghums, spring barley, and spring wheat may be altered by their 
decisions concerning participation in these programs. Producers have until the desig
nated plow-up date to decide how much winter wheat acreage to leave for harvest. The 
development of the wheat crop this spring will have some effect in determining how 
much acreage will be diverted in addition to the mandatory 10% reduction in allot
ments. 

The table below shows the percentage changes in acreages of selected spring 
crops which farmers intend to plant in 1962 from the planted acreages in 1961 for the 
states of the Eleventh Federal Reserve District and the Nation. 

PLANTINGS OF SELECTED SPRING CROPS 

Five Southwestern States and United States 

(Percent changes, 1962 from 1961) 

All All Alll/ 
Area Cotton corn Oats Barley sorghums hay-

Arizona •••••••••• 3 3 -17 -27 -16 -4 
Louisiana •••••••• -2 -15 -20 -15 0 
New Mexico ••••••• ·- 2 -9 0 --5 4 1 
Oklahoma ••••••••• -3 -8 -5 -10 0 1 
Texas •••••••••••• -1 -13 -2 -36 0 0 

Five states, •• , -1 -12 -3 -21 0 0 

United States •• -1 3 -6 -4 2 1 

!/ Acreage harvested, 
SOURCE: u. s. Department of Agriculture. 

Peanuts Rice 

-29 
2 

9 

-2 10 

-1 9 

-1 10 

S P R I N G F A R R 0 W I N G S U P S L I G H T· L Y 
The number of sows farrowing this spring in the 10 Corn Belt states (Illi

nois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska;-ohio, South Dakota, and 
Wisconsin) is estimated at 5,5 million head, or 2% above the year-earlier level but 
6% below the 1951-60 average. According to the SRS, the present 2% increase in spring 
farrowings in these states compares with a 4% gain indicated as of December 1, 1961, 
These 10 Corn Belt states accounted for more than three-fourths of the 1961 national 
pig crop. 



1 I V E S T 0 C K 
The cattle run at Fort Worth during the week ended Thursday, March 22, 

totaled an estimated 5,300, or 15% above the preceding week but 24% less than-=t'he 
year-earlier figure, reports the Agricultural Marketing Service. ~ading on slaugh
ter steers weighing over Boo lbs. was moderately active, and closing prices were 
mainly 50¢ per cwt. lower than a week ago; trading on animals weighing under 800 
lbs. was slow, and quotations were down 50¢ to $1. Good 810- to 1,365-lb. slaugh
ter steers cleared at $22.50 to $24.50 per cwt., and Utility and Commercial cows 
brought $14.75 to $18. Compared with the previous Thursday, feeder steers sold at 
prices which were 50¢ to $1 higher; Good 500- to 700-lb. animals were quoted at $22 
to $25, 

Calf marketings are placed at 600, which is about the same as both a week 
earlier and the corresponding period of 1961. Trading on slaughter calves was fairly 
active, and prices were steady with the preceding week's close, Good grades of kill
ing calves brought $24 to $25 per cwt,, and 250- to 500-lb. feeder steer calves were 
quoted at $22.50 to $26,50. 

The hog supply of an estimated 2,000 was 400 more than a week ago but was 
600 fewer than---S:-year earlier, Compared with the previous Thursday, prices of bar
rows and gilts weighing under 250 lbs. declined 25¢ to 50¢ per cwt., while quotes 
on heavier animals were mainly steady. The majority of the U. s. No. 1 through 
No. 3 Grades of 200- to 250-lb, butchers brought $16 to $16.50 per cwt. 

Sheep and lamb offerings were approximately 13,600, compared with 13,100 
in the preceding week and 23,000 a year ago, Prices for slaughter spring lambs were 
mostly 50¢ to $1 per cwt. higher than a week earlier, with Good and Choice 68- to 
83-lb, lambs quoted at $17 to $18.50. 

POULTRY 
During the week ended Friday, March 23, commercial broiler markets opened 

slightly weaker in south Texas and steady in east Texas, points out the State De
partment of Agriculture. The south Texas market becaIDe steady on Tuesday, and mar
kets in both areas closed steady with a firm undertone. Offerings were adequate for 
the good demand, which resulted partially from many chain stores running specials on 
broilers, Closing prices were 15.5¢ per lb. in south Texas and 15.2¢ to 15.6¢ in 
east Texas. During the corresponding period in 1961, closing quotations in south 
Texas were 17¢, and the weighted average price in east Texas was 16.6¢. 

The major Texas commercial broiler markets were steady on Monday, March 26. 
Prices per lb. were: South Texas, 15.5¢; and east Texas, 15.1¢ to 15.5¢. 

Percent change from 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area March 17, 1962 week week, 196l 
BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS Texas •••••• 2,966,000 7 2 
Louisiana •• 552,000 5 -11 

22 states,, 41,740,000 1 0 
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