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FARMLAND V A L U E S 
Farm real-estate values changed 1% or less in more than one-half of the 

states in the Nation during the ~ months ended November l, 1960, according to a re
cent report of the Agricultural Research Service. The national index was 172% of 
the 1947-49 average, or the same as for July 1, 1960, and only fractionally above 
November l, 1959. Between July and November 1960, decreases of 2% or more occurred 
in nine states, most of which are in the central part of the country. Elsewhere, 
values remained essentially unchanged or increased moderately during the 4 months. 

As compared with July 1960, farmland values in the Eleventh Federal Re
~ District on November l were unchanged in New Mexico, up 1% in Oklahoma, and 
2% higher in each of the states of Arizona, Louisiana, and Texas. During the year 
ended November 1, 1960, farmland values rose 5% in Louisiana, 3% in both Oklahoma 
and Texas, and 2% in New Mexico; the value for Arizona was unchanged. 

2 5 T H A G R I C U L T U R A L S T A T I S T I C S H A N D B 0 0 K 
The U. S. Department of Agriculture recently issued its latest annual 

handbook of farm facts, Agricultural Statistics, 1960. This is the 25th handbook 
in the continuous yearly series beginning with 1936. The 600-page volume contains 
statistics on agricultural production, prices, supplies, costs, income, and related 
subjects. It also contains information on land use, farmownership, farmworkers, 
and food consumption. In addition, there are data on weather , freight rates, re
frigerated warehouse storage, fisheries, forestry, world crops, and foreign trade. 

Agricultural Statistics, 1960, may be obtained for $1.75 ~ £2£.X from the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 

G U I D E S F 0 R SUMMER A N D F A L L V E G E T A B L E S 
On February 24 the USDA announced acreage-marketing guides for 1961-crop 

summer and fall vegetables for fresh ~' vegetables for commercial processing, 
summer melons, and sweet potatoes. The guides are designed to assist the Nation's 
growers in planning production. 

The USDA recommendations are for reductions of 1% in total acreage for 
fresh summer vegetables, 2% for fresh fall vegetables, and 4% for summer melons. 
The guides call for a 4% increase in the total acreage of vegetables for commercial 
processing and a 9% increase in the acreage of sweet potatoes. 

FARMERS B 0 R R 0 W N E A R L Y $ 5 B I L L I 0 N I N 1 9 6 0 
Data released recently by the Farm Credit Administration show that the 

Nation's farmers and their cooperatives borrowed $4.8 billion through their coop
erative ~ Credit System in 1960. The total was an all-time year-end high and 
reflected the second consecutive year that borrowings exceeded $4 billion. 

W H E A T A N D F L 0 U R EXPORTS AT H I G H L E VE L 
During July-D=cember 1960, exports of wheat and flour from the United 

States set a~ 6-month record of 12..._ million bu., according to the Foreign Agri
cultural Service. The shipments were about 45% larger than in the first half of 
the 1959-60 marketing season and exceeded the previous record of 248 million bu. 
exported in July-December 1956. 



P 0 U L T R Y 
Commercial broiler markets opened weaker in ~ Texas and steady in 

south Texas during the week ended Friday, March l, reports the State Department 
of Agriculture. Prices continued to decline in east Texas and closed approximate
ly 1.5¢ per lb. lower than at Monday's opening. The south Texas market held steady 
thruugh Tuesday, weakened on Wednesday and Thursday, and then became steady by the 
close on Friday. Compared with the corresponding week in 1960, trading volumes 
were up approximately 19% in east Texas and about 9% in south Texas. Closing guo
tations in south Texas were 17¢, with a few at 17,5¢; the weighted average in east 
Texas was 15.9¢. During the comparable period in 1960, closing prices were 19¢ in 
south Texas and 18.2¢ in east Texas. 

On Monday, March ~' commercial broiler markets were slightly weaker in 
south Texas and steady in east Texas. Prices in south Texas were 16.59, with a fe\V 
at 16¢; quotations in east Texas were 14.7¢ to 16.2¢, although 25% of the sales 
were at undetermined levels. 

The Southwest Poultry Exchange offered 179,000 broilers on Monday. Of 
this number, 107,300 sold at 15.7¢ to 16.2¢ (farm producers absorbed all rejected 
birds), and 48,200 brought 14.7¢ to 15.3¢ (buyers absorbed all rejects). 

Percent change from 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area February 25, 1961 week week, 1960 
BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS Texas •••••• 2,707,000 -2 20 
Louisiana •• 556,000 11 43 

22 states •• 39,957,000 1 15 

L I V E S T 0 C K 
With the return of fair weather to the marketing territory, Fort Worth !!:_

ceipts of all classes of livestock showed substantial increases during the week ended 
Thursday, March 1· According to the Agricultural Marketing Service, the cattle ~ 
totaled an estimated 6,600, or 43% above the week-earlier figure and 144% greater 
than a year ago. Slaughter steers weighing 800 lbs. and over brought 25¢ to 50¢ per 
cwt. less than at the preceding week's close; prices of animals weighing under 800 
lbs. were about steady to $1 lower. Good 550- to 800-lb, slaughter steers were quote 
at $23 to $25.50, and Utility and Commercial cows brought $15.50 to $16.50. Trading 
was fairly active on all classes of stocker and feeder cattle. Compared with the 
preceding week's close, thin stocker and feeder steers and heifers sold at steady to 
strong prices; quotations on fleshy animals were steady to weak. Medium and Good 
750- to 1,095-lb. feeder steers cleared at $20.30 to $23.90. 

Calf receipts of about 1,100 were 500 above a week ago and 400 more than 
in the corresponding period of 1960. Prices of slaughter calves were fully steady. 
Good and Choice grades of killing calves weighing under 500 lbs. brought $24 to $26, 
and 280- to 500-lb. stocker steer calves sold at $23.50 to $30. 

The hog supply is placed at 2,300, or 35% more than both a week earlier and 
a year ago. Thursday qrJotations were 75¢ to $1 lower than in the latter part of the 
previous week. U. s. Nu. 1 through No. 3 Grades of 185- to 265-lb. barrows and gilts 
sold at $17.50 to $18. 

Sheep and lamb marketings were about 6,000, reflecting increases of 18% 
over the preceding week and 22% over a year earlier. Closing prices of slaughter 
lambs were SOC to fully $1 lower than in the previous week. Good and Choice 81- to 
102-lb. wooled and shorn slaughter lambs cleared at $15.50 to $17. 
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