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L I V E S T 0 C K I N V E N T 0 R Y 
The number of cattle and calves on the Nation's farms and ranches as of 

January l, 1961, was a record 97.1 million head, according to the Agricultural Mar
keting Service. This figure is ~ 1% over the revised estimate of 96.2 million for 
a year earlier. The number of beef ~ rose 2% during 1960, and all other classes 
of beef stock were up from a year ago. On the other hand, milk~ inventories de
clined 1% to 19.3 million - the smallest number since 1909. As a result of the de
crease in the 1960 pig crop, the hog inventory at the beginning of 1961 was 6% below 
the preceding year. Numbers of sheep and lambs were down 1% from January 1, 1960. 
Inventories of chickens declined 3%, but those of turkeys advanced 21%. The total 
inventory value of all livestock and poultry on U. S. farms and ranches as of Jan
uary 1, 1961, amounted to $15.5 billion, reflecting a 2% gain over the year-earlier 
value. 

LIVESTOCK ON FARMS AND RANCHES, JANUARY 1 

Five Southwestern States 

(In thousands) 

Cattle Hogs SheeE 
Area 1961 1960 1961 1960 1961 1960 

Arizona •••••••••• 1,014 1,019 29 32 496 488 
Louisiana •••••••• 1,818 1,765 279 340 102 93 
New Mexico ••••••• 1,174 1,198 54 56 1,181 1,185 
Oklahoma ••••••••• 3,513 3,378 380 475 308 274 
Texas •••••••••••• 9.379 9,106 1,037 1, 115 6,159 5,938 

Five states •••• 16,898 16,466 1, 779 2,018 8,246 7,978 

SOURCE: U. s. Department of Agriculture. 

The number of all goats and kids on Texas farms and ranches at the begin
ning of 1961 is estimated at 3.5 million, or 6% above a year ago. Factors contribut
ing to the increase in the inventory numbers were the rise in the 1960 kid crop and 
the decrease in slaughter. The total inventory value of Texas goats on January 1 
this year is placed at $30.l million, compared with $29.4 million a year earlier. 

L I V E S T 0 C K 
lmEroved weather conditions throughout the marketing territory resulted 

in substantial increase~ in cattle and calf receipts at Fort Worth during the week 
ended Thursday, February 16. According to the AMS, the cattle~ of an estimated 
8,000 was more than double the week-earlier level and was 51% above a year ago. 



Trading on slaughter cattle was slow on Monday but was moderately active the remain
der of the week. Prices of slaughter steers ranged from 50¢ to $2 per cwt. lower 
than in the preceding week. Mixed Standard and low-Good 890- to 1,040-lb. slaughter 
steers brought $23 to $24, and Utility cows sold at $15.50 to $16.50. Stocker and 
feeder steers sold at prices which were 50¢ to $1 lower than at the previous week's 
close. Good and Choice 500- to 750-lb. stocker steers cleared at $23 to $26.40. 

Calf offerings totaled about 2,200, compared with 800 in the preceding 
week and 1,700 during the corresponding period of 1960. Killing calves sold at 
prices which were mainly 50¢ to $1.50 lower than a week ago. Good slaughter calves 
brought $23.50 to $25, and quotations on Good and Choice 250- to 500-lb. stocker 
steer calves ranged from $23.50 to $29.50. 

A total of 2,900 hogs was received at Fort Worth during the week ended 
February 16. This figure was 45% more than in the preceding week and was the 
largest 4-day supply since mid-July 1960. Thursday prices for barrows and gilts 
were 25¢ to 50¢ lower than a week earlier. The majority of the mixed U. S. No. 1 
through No. 3 Grades of 195- to 245-lb. butchers sold at $18 to $18.75. 

Sheep and lamb offerings were approximately 11,900, compared with 3,500 
a week ago and 7,400 during the corresponding period last year. Prices were gen
erally steady with the preceding week's close; Good and Choice 85- to 108-lb. 
wooled and shorn slaughter lambs brought $16.50 to $17. 

P 0 U L T R Y 
The principal Texas commercial broiler markets opened fully steady dur

ing the week ended Friday, February 17, reports the State Department of Agricul
ture. Prices in~~ held steady throughout the trading period; quotations 
in ~ ~ varied slightly and then closed stronger. The trading volume in 
east Texas was down about 5% from the comparable week in 1960, while that in south 
Texas showed a 15% increase. Friday quotes were 17¢ per lb. in south Texas and 
17¢ to 19.4¢ in east Texas, with 30% of the sales in the latter area at undeter
mined levels. During the corresponding period last year, closing prices were 18¢ 
in south Texas and 17.7¢ in east Texas. 

Friday offerings at the Southwest Poultry Exchange totaled 213,000 broil
ers. Of this number, 119,300 sold at 18.4¢ to 19.1¢ (farm producers absorbed all 
rejected birds), and 82,000 brought 15.7¢ to 16.6¢ (buyers absorbed all rejects). 

On Monday, February 20, commercial broiler markets were stronger in south 
Texas and about steady in east Texas. The following prices were quoted: South 
Texas, 18¢ to 18.5¢; and east Texas, 15.7¢ to 19.1¢ (20% of the sales were at 
undetermined quotes). 

BROILER CHICK 
PLACEMENTS 

Area 

Texas •••••• 
Louisiana •• 

22 states •• 
~~~~--------------~ 

Week ended 
February 11, 1961 

2,549,000 
496,000 

Percent change from 
Previous Comparable 

week week, 1960 

2 
-2 

6 

9 
28 

12 
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