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A G R I C U L T U R A L P R I C E S 
The index of prices received by the Nation's farmers declined slightly 

during the month ended January 15, 1961, reports the Agricultural Marketing Serv
ice. At 241% of the 1910-14 average, the index was nearly 4% above a year ago. 
The parity index (which reflects prices paid for commodities and services, plus 
interest, taxes, and wage rates) at mid-January was 301, or about 1% higher than 
both the preceding month and a year earlier. The parity ratio of 80 was down 1% 
from December 15 but was 3% above a year ago. 

The index of prices received by Texas farmers and ranchers for all farm 
products during the month ended January 15, 1961, was 251% of the 1910-14 average, 
reflecting increases of 1% over the previous month and 3% over the same date last 
year. Prices for crops were down fractionally from the mid-December level, while 
those for livestock and livestock products were 2% higher. 

c c c P R I C E S U P P 0 R T PROGRAMS 
According to a recent u. S. Department of Agriculture report, the invest

~ of the Commodity Credit Corporation in price support programs as of December 
31, 1960, amounted to $9,229 million. The cost value of inventories accounted for 
80% of the total investment, and loans outs~ing, for-20%. On the same date in 
1959, the CCC's investment was $9,154 million, of which inventories comprised 81% 
and loans outstanding made up the remainder. 

Price supports extended (total loans, plus direct purchases and purchase 
agreements) on 1960 crops alone through December 31, 1960, amounted to $2,387 mil
lion, compared with $2,317 million on 1959 crops through December 31, 1959. 

H 0 NE Y P R 0 D U C T I 0 N 
g. ~. honey production during 1960 totaled 260.l million lbs., or 5% ~ 

than in 1959, points out the AMS. The 1960 crop was the third largest in the 21 
years of record. Yield~ colony of bees averaged 47.9 lbs. in 1960, or 2.4 lbs. 
above a year earlier. The Nation's beekeepers received an average of 17.8¢ per lb. 
for honey sold in 1960, compared with 17.0¢ in 1959. 

~honey output in 1960 is estimated at nearly 14 million lbs., which 
is slightly ~ the year-earlier production. An estimated 274,000 bee colonies 
averaged 51 lbs. of honey per colony, compared with 269,000 colonies averaging a 
record high of 52 lbs. in 1959. The total value of honey and beeswax produced in 
Texas during 1960 amounted to $2.l million, reflecting a 7% gain over a year ago. 

COMMERCIAL B R 0 I L E R S 
The 1960 commercial broiler production in 22 important broiler-producing 

states totaled 1,643 million birds, according to the AMS. This figure is 4% above 
the 1959 production and is the largest number of record for these states. Georgia 
is the leading state, followed (in order of descending rank) by Arkansas, Alabama, 
North Carolina, Mississippi, Texas, and Maryland. 

In Texas, corruHercial broiler production in 1960 is placed at 103.5 million 
birds, or one-tenth below the preceding year. Growers received an average price of 
16.7¢ per lb., which is 1.2¢ higher than the low level of 1959. Gross income from 
the State's broiler production during 1960 totaled $55.3 million,~bout the same 



as in the previous year but $8.4 million below the all-time high of $63.7 million 
reached in 1958. 

P 0 U L T R Y 
Commercial broiler markets opened slightly weaker in south Texas and 

steady in ~Texas during the week ended Friday, February 3. According to the 
State Department of Agriculture, prices continued to advance during the week and 
closed stronger in both areas. As compared with the corresponding period in 1960, 
trading volumes were 2% greater in east Texas and 6% larger in south Texas. Fri
day quotes per lb. were: South Texas, 16.5¢ to 17¢, mostly 16.5¢; and east Texas, 
14.7¢ to 17.5¢, with 35% of the sales at undetermined levels, During the corre
sponding period last year, closing prices were 18¢ in south Texas and 17.2¢ in 
east Texas. 

Friday offerings at the Southwest Poultry Exchange totaled 138,800 broil
ers. Of this number, 80,000 sold at 15.9¢ to 18.4¢ (farm producers absorbed all 
rejected birds), and 46,800 brought 15.7¢ to 16.1¢ (buyers absorbed all rejects). 

On Monday, February &, commercial broiler markets were slightly stronger 
in south Texas and stronger in east Texas. Quotations in south Texas were 17¢ to 
17.5¢, mostly 17¢; and those in east Texas were 15.7¢ to 18.4¢ (27% of the sales 
were at undetermined prices). 
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An estimated 5,300 cattle were received at Fort Worth during the week 
~Thursday, February 1, reports the AMS. This figure is 29% above the preced
ing week's limited supplies and is 4% above the year-earlier level. Slaughter 
steers sold at prices which were fully steady to 50¢ per cwt, higher than on the 
previous Thursday. Mostly Good 765- to 1,025-lb. slaughter steers brought $25 to 
$25.50, and quotes on Utility and Commercial cows ranged from $16 to $17.50. Trad
ing on stockers and feeders was fairly active, and prices were fully steady to $1 
higher than in the preceding week, with Medium and Good 815- to 910-lb. feeder 
steers quoted at $22.30 to $24.10. 

~ offerings were approximately 1,600, 
and 2,100 during the corresponding period of 1960. 
mainly 50¢ to $1 higher than in the preceding week. 
Choice killing calves sold at $23.50 to $25.50, and 
stocker steer calves were $24 to $27.50. 

compared with 1,000 a week ago 
Prices of slaughter calves were 

The majority of the Good and 
Medium and Good 350- to 545-lb. 

Hog receipts are placed at 1,900, or 500 more than a week ago but 700 
below the year-earlier figure. Trading on barrows and gilts was somewhat uneven. 
Prices early in the week were higher, but Thursday quotations declined and were 
steady with the previous week's close. Mixed U. s. No. 1 through No. 3 Grades of 
185- to 260-lb. butchers brought $17.75 to $18.SO. 

Sheep and lamb marketings of about 5,900 reflected decreases of 5% from 
a week earlier and 35% from a year ago. Closing prices of slaughter lambs were 
mostly 50¢ lower than in the preceding week, with Good and Choice 83- to 105-lb. 
wooled and shorn slaughter animals quoted at $16 to $17. 
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