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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK CONFERENCE 
The thirty-eighth National Agricultural Outlook Conference will be held 

in Washington, Q. £., on November 14-17. Extension Service economists and home 
management specialists from most states and Puerto Rico will participate in the 
conference, together with representatives of the U. S. Department of Agriculture's 
Marketing, Research, Foreign Agriculture, Forestry, Commodity Stabilization, and 
Federal Extension Services. 

The participants will study the national and international economic out
look, u. s. economic relations with foreign countries, long-time agricultural 
trends, and the immediate outlook for agriculture. The outlook for specific agri
cultural commodities also will be discussed. 

U S D A R E P 0 R T D E S C R I B E S MARKET N E W S S E R V I C E S 
The nationwide Federal-State Market News Service is described in a 62-page 

illustrated report entitled "Market News" issued recently by the USDA. The market 
news program, a 45-year-old service provided by the USDA in cooperation with the 
states, is administered by the ~gricultural Marketing Service. 

The agency collects and disseminates detailed information on prices, ~
ments, and supplies of farm products at central markets and major food distribution 
centers. 

Single copies of Agriculture Handbook No. 118, Vol. 10, entitled "Market 
News," may be obtained free from the Office of Information, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, Washington 25, D. C. 

AFRICAN T I C K F 0 U N D I N T H E U N I T E D S T A T E S 
The red tick Rhipicephalus evertsi - carrier of several unusual animal 

diseases, including East Coast fever - has been found in Florida, according to the 
USDA. This is the first time that this pest, which is common to Africa and a known 
carrier of Texas cattle fever, has been identified in North America. 

D~ery of this African tick in the United States poses a ~ problem 
in tick eradication because of the pest's ability to survive on the ground more than 
a year. The red tick is a two-host parasite, since it can be carried by a second 
host animal after it has dropped from the first. Appropriate treatments will be 
carried out to eradicate the pest. 

FARM EMPLOYMENT B E L 0 W L A S T YE AR 
The 1960 high point in the Nation's estimated farm employment was reached 

during the week of September 18-24, with a total of 9.1 million workers. According 
to the Agricultural Marketing Service, the number is 2% below the year-earlier level 
and is a~ low point for this time of the year. 

In the states of the Eleventh Federal Reserve District (Arizona, Louisiana, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas), the total number of persons working on farms during 
the week of September 18-24 was 1,230,000, or slightly below the year-earlier figure. 
A 2% decline in the number of hired workers more than offset a 1% gain in family workers. 



L I V E S T 0 C K 
The cattle ~ at Fort Worth during the week ended Thursday, October ~' 

totaled an estimated 13,800 head, reflecting gains of 1% over the preceding week 
and 30% over the corresponding period of 1959, according to the AMS. Trading was 
slow the first 2 days of the week but was moderately active thereafter. Quotations 
on slaughter steers were steady to mainly 25¢ per cwt. higher than in the latter 
part of the previous week. Mixed Good and Choice 985- to 1,300-lb. slaughter steers 
sold at $22.50 to $23, and Utility and Commercial cows brought $13.25 to $16.25. 
Trading on stockers and feeders was fairly active, and prices were strong to 50¢ 
higher than at the preceding week's close. 

The calf supply was about 1,600, compared with 1,800 a week ago and 4,200 
a year earlier. Slaughter calves sold at prices which were steady to $1 higher than 
in the latter part of the preceding week. Good killing calves were quoted at $19.50 
to $21.50, and Good and Choice 275- to 500-lb. stocker steer calves cleared at $23 
to $26.40. 

Hog marketings of approximately 1,900 were down 5% from the week-earlier 
level and 17% from a year ago. Prices of barrows and gilts were 50¢ to 75¢ higher 
than on the preceding Thursday's market. Most of the mixed U. s. No. 1 through 
No. 3 Grades of 185- to 250-lb, slaughter hogs brought $18 to $18.50. 

A total of 5,200 sheep and lambs was received at Fort Worth during the 
week ended October 13, compared with 7,900 in the previous week and 5,600 a year 
earlier. Demand for most killing classes was broad, and quotations were steady 
to 50¢ higher than in the latter part of the previous week. Good and Choice wooled 
and shorn slaughter lambs with No. 1 and 2 pelts cleared at $16 to $17. 

P 0 U L T R Y 
The major Texas commercial broiler markets opened steady during the week 

ended Friday, October 14, reports the State Department of Agriculture. Prices in 
south ~ held at this level throughout the trading period, while those in east 
Texas rose steadily. Friday quotes were 16¢ per lb. in south Texas and 15~¢ to 
16.8¢ in east Texas, although 40% of the sales in the latter area were at undeter
mined levels. In the corresponding period of 1959, closing prices in south Texas 
were 14~¢ to 15¢, with the bulk at 14~¢, and quotations in east Texas were 13~¢ to 
14~¢. 
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Friday offerings at the Southwest Poultry Exchange totaled 146,100 broil
which 36,500 sold at 16~¢ to 16.6¢ (farm producers absorbed all rejected 

No sales were reported under contracts where buyers absorbed all rejects. 
On Monday, October !l, prices were 16¢ in south Texas and 16¢ to 16.6¢ 

Texas (41% of the sales in east Texas were at undetermined quotes). 

Percentage change from 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area October 8, 1960 week week 2 1959 
BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS Texas •••••• 1,615,000 0 -3 

Loui.s iana •• 346,000 -3 -13 

22 states •• 28 2 261,000 -1 15 
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