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R E S E A R C H 0 N WASHITA R I VE R W A T E R S H E D 
How dams and other conservation measures used .2.!!. tributary streams affect 

larger rivers will be investigated by scientists in research on the Washita ~ 
Watershed in Oklahoma and Texas, reports the U. s. Department of Agriculture. These 
studies are expected to pr~ information on improved control measures for small 
streams in many areas of the country. Effect of upstream conservation measures on 
water yield also may be studied. The Washita River originates in the Texas Panhan
dle and runs generally southeastwardly for about 650 miles - emptying into Lake 
Texoma on the Red River. The river drains an area of 7,490 sguare miles in Oklahoma 
and 471 square miles in Texas. 

S T 0 R A G E F 0 R G R A I N S U N D E R P R I C E S U P P 0 R T 
The USDA announced that a national total of 4.2 billion bushels of ware

house storage capacity was signed under the new Uniform Grain Storage Agreement as 
of August 15 for the storage of price-support conunodities during the 1960-61 fiscal 
year. The states of the Eleventh Federal Reserve District account for approximately 
22% of the 4.2 billion bu. total. The storage capacity for each of the states is as 
follows: Arizona, 10,702,000 bu.; Louisiana, 39,339,000 bu.; New Mexico, 11,972,000 
bu.; Oklahoma, 220,039,000 bu.; and Texas, 636,315,000 bu. 

F I N A L S U P P 0 R T P R I C E F 0 R 1 9 6 0 - C R 0 P P E A N U T S 
The final support price for 1960-crop peanuts at the national level was 

set at $201.24 ~ ton, average grade, according to the USDA. This national aver
age support, which is 78.6% of the August 1960 parity price of $256 per ton, is the 
same as the preliminary dollar-and-cents price-support levels announced earlier. 

W 0 R L D MEAT 0 U T P U T u p 
Total red ~ output during 1959 in the major meat-producing countries 

exceeded 100 billion lbs., according to the Foreign Agricultural Service. This 
~ record high is 3% above 1958 production and 23% greater than the 1951-55 ~
age. All major areas showed gains except South America, which suffered a 12% de
crease due to Argentina's decline in beef and veal production. The 1% decline in 
world beef and veal production during 1959 was offset by the 8% gain in pork pro
duction. Lamb and mutton output was up 8%, and horsemeat was 11% greater. 

F I N A L RESULTS 0 F WHEAT R E F E R E N D U M 
Final results of the referendum £.!! wheat marketing quotas held on July 21 

showed that 87.4% of the farmers voting in the 39-State conunercial wheat-producing 
area voted in favor of marketing quotas for the 1961 wheat crop, reports the USDA. 
The vote in the 1961 crop referendum is the tenth time farmers have voted favorably 
on marketing quotas for wheat. 

P 0 U L T R Y 
During the week ended Friday, August 26, the Texas commercial broiler ~

kets opened steady, reports the State Department of Agriculture. Prices in ~ 
Texas advanced during the trading period and closed 1¢ per lb. higher than at the 



opening; in south Texas , pr ices held steady but the general tone of the market 
strengthened~idaY}?rices per lb. were: South Texas, 16¢, with a few loads at 
16~¢; and east Texas, 15.6¢ to 16.6¢, with 46% of the sales at undetermined levels. 
During the corresponding per i od last year, closing prices were 16¢ in south Texas 
and 15~¢ in east Texas. 

The Southwest Poultry Exchan.&§_ offered 228,500 broilers on Friday, sell
ing 89,000 at 16.1¢ to 16~¢ (farm producers absorbed all rejected birds) and 14,000 
at 15~¢ to 15.6¢ (buyers absorbed all rejects). 

Commercial broiler markets were unsettled in south Texas and slightly 
weaker in east Texas on Monday, August 29. The following prices were quoted: South 
Texas, 16¢ to 17¢, mostly 17¢; and east Texas, 15~¢ to 16~¢ (41% of the sales were 
at undetermined levels). 

BROILER CHICK 
PLACEMENTS 

Area 

Texas •••••• 
Louisiana •• 

22 states •• 

Week ended 
August 20, 1960 

1,912,000 
383,000 

30,928,000 

L I V E S T 0 C K 

Percentage change from 
Previous Comparable 

week week, 1959 

2 
12 

-2 

-14 
2 

2 

During the week ended Thursday, August 25, Fort Worth marketings of all 
classes of livestock were below the previous week's levels, according to the Agri
cultural Marketing Service. The cattle run of about 10,100 was 7% below a week 
ago but 33% above the corresponding period last year. Trading on slaughter steers 
and heifers was slow, and prices were 50¢ to $1 lower. Most of the Good and Choice 
785- to 1,235-lb. slaughter steers sold at $22 to $25; Utility and Commercial cows, 
$13.50 to $15.50; and Medium and Good 615- to 725-lb. yearling stocker steers, 
$16.50 to $20.90. 

The calf supply is placed at 1,500, compared with 1,600 in the preceding 
week and 2,500 a year ago. Prices of slaughter calves were fully steady to $1 higher, 
with the majority of the Good and Choice offerings quoted at $20 to $22. Medium and 
Good 300- to 530-lb. stocker steer calves cleared at $17 to $24. 

Hog receipts were an estimated 2,200 - down 8% from the week-earlier level 
and 12% less than the comparable date in 1959. Thursday prices of barrows and gilts 
were mostly 25¢ lower as compared with prices at the close of last week's trading 
period. Most mixed No. 1 through No. 3 Grades of 190- to 240-lb. barrows and gilts 
brought $16.50 to $17. 

Sheep and lamb marketings of approximately 5,800 were 1,000 below the 
previous week but 1,000 above the year-earlier figure. Closing prices of slaugh
ter lambs were steady and ewes were 25¢ higher than in the preceding week. Good 
and Choice slaughter spring lambs were quoted at $16.50 to $17. 

J. z. Rowe 
Agricultural Economist 
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