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L 0 CAL AGENCIES T 0 D I S C 0 N T I N U E C 0 T T 0 N S A L E S 
The U. s. Department of Agriculture recently announced that local sales 

agencies will discontinue sales of 1959-crop Choice (A) cotton at the close of busi
~ on April 30, 1960. Sales of Commodity Credit Corporation-owned cotton will 
continue to be made by the New Orleans Commodity Stabilization (CSS) Commodity Office. 

The USDA points out that cotton sales have been declining in recent weeks, 
and current indications are that by the end of April both the domestic and export 
trade will have completed acquisition of enough cotton to fill their commitments 
until the new crop becomes available. 

F 0 R E S T F I R E S E X C E E D 1 0 0 ' 0 0 0 
A national total of 105,191 forest fires - an average of 287 a day - was 

reported in 1959, points out the USDA. The figure is 7,281 more than a year earlier 
and 21,799 above the all-time low in 1957. Approximately 4 million acres were burn
ed, compared with 3.1 million acres in the preceding year. During 1959, ~ $100 
million was spent for organized forest fire protection - the greatest expenditure 
of record. Although lightning caused many of the large fires, the number of man
caused fires increased. 

3 M I L L I 0 N V I S I T W 0 R 1 D A G R I C U 1 T U R A L F A I R 
More than 1 million people visited the World Agricultural Fair at New 

Delhi, India, from the time it opened on December 11, 1959, until it closed on 
February 29, 1960, according to a representative of the USDA who was at the Fair 
to explain Q. ~· agricultural credit to the Indian people. The representative 
said that "The multitude of Indian farmers who attended the Fair saw a broad sample 
of the ways and means American farmers have used in their climb to their present
day peak of efficiency and high standard of living ••• It was an exhibit that put 
our best foot forward but did it with good taste and restraint." 

E A R L Y LAMB C R 0 P LARGER 
Based on reports about March 1, the number of early lambs in the major 

early lamb-producing states (Arizona, California, Idaho, Kentucky, Missouri, Oregon, 
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and Washington) is approximately 2% greater than a year 
ago, reports the Agricultural Marketing Service. The number of breeding ewes in 
these states at the beginning of January 1960 was 5% above the year-earlier figure, 
but the proportion of ewes lambing early is below a year ago. 

Indications point to a larger early lamb crop in Texas, resulting from a 
9% increase in the number of ~ as of January l· The percentage of total ewes 
lambing prior to March 1 was about the same as a year ago. Excellent range feed is 
in prospect since moisture is plentiful. Early movement of lambs is below that of 
last year; however, peak marketings are expected about the usual time in early May. 

L I V E S T 0 C K 
Fort Worth livestock receipts increased sharply ~uring the week ended Thurs

day, ~ 10, as a result of improved weather conditions in the marketing territory. 
According to the AMS, the cattle run was an estimated 4,300, representing gains of 



87% over the preceding week and 23% over a year ago. Closing quotations on slaughter 
steers were steady to 25¢ per cwt. lower than in the previous week. The limited 
supply of Good and Choice 720- to 1,160-lb. slaughter steers brought mostly $24.25 
to $26, and the majority of the Utility and Commercial cows sold at $17.50 to $19. 
Demand for stockers and feeders was fairly broad, and prices were about unchanged. 
Medium and Good stocker yearling steers ranged from $22 to $27. 

Calf offerings were approximately 1,400, or 1,000 more than a week ago 
and 300 above the year-earlier level. Closing quotes on slaughter calves were 
steady to 50¢ lower than in the preceding week, The bulk of the Good and Choice 
killing calves cleared at $25 to $26.50, and Good stocker steer calves weighing 
under 450 lbs. brought $27.50 to $29. 

Hog receipts of 2,900 were more than double the week-earlier figure and 
about one-fifth greater than in the corresponding period of 1959. Prices of barrows 
and gilts were 25¢ to 50¢ higher than in the latter part of the previous week, with 
mixed U. S. No. 1 through No. 3 Grades of 185- to 250-lb. butchers quoted mainly at 
$14.50 to $15. 

A total of 11,000 sheep and lambs was received at Fort Worth during the 
week ended March 10, compared with 4,400 a week ago and 13,500 a year earlier. Trad
ing was fairly active, and prices were mostly 50¢ higher than in the preceding week. 
Choice and Prime 95- to 105-lb. wooled, fall-shorn, and No. 1 pelt slaughter lambs 
were quoted at $20. 

P 0 U L T R Y 
During the week ended Friday, March !l, the principal Texas commercial 

broiler markets showed some weakness at the opening of trading, reports the State 
Department of Agriculture. At the close, the market in~ Texas was still un
settled, while that in south Texas was steady. Movement was moderate in both areas. 
Friday quotations were: South Texas, 18¢ per lb., with one light load at 18~¢; and 
east Texas, 16~¢ to 17~¢ (52% of the sales in this area were at undetermined levels). 

The Southwest Poultry Exchange offered 150,900 broilers on Friday, selling 
61,600 at 16~¢ to 17¢ {buyers absorbed 3% of rejected birds) and 23,300 at 16¢ 
{buyers absorbed all rejects). 

On Monday, March 14, commercial broiler markets were unsettled in south 
Texas and slightly weaker and unsettled in east Texas. Prices were: South Texas, 
17¢ to 18¢, with one light load at 18~¢; and east Texas, 16¢ to 17¢, although 70% 
of the sales were at undetermined quotes. 

BROILER CHICK 
PLACEMENTS 

Area 

Texas •••••• 
Louisiana •• 

22 states •• 

Percentage change from 
Week ended 

March 5, 1960 
Previous Comparable 

2,146,000 
381,000 

34,748,000 

J. z. Rowe 
Agricultural Economist 

week week, 1959 

-5 -19 
-2 -15 

0 -2 
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