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F A R M P R 0 D U C T I 0 N C 0 S T S 
Prices paid by the Nation's farmers have increased approximately 2~ times 

since 1935-59, points out the Agricultural Research Service. Wage~ have risen 
nearly S times and are still advancing; prices for power and machinery have more 
than doubled. On the other hand, prices of fertilizer have leveled off at about 
50% above those of 1935-59, and prices paid for feed - although nearly twice as high 
as in the earlier period - have declined during the past several years. 

The following table shows percentage changes from a year earlier in cost 
rates and prices paid for the major groups of production items. 

Percentage 
Item change 

Cost rates 
Farm real estate taxes per acre (annual average).. 7 
Wage rates (October 1)............................ 5 

Prices paid 
L i ve s tock ( October 15) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • , , • • • • , • • 2 3 
Farm real estate (July!)......................... 6 
Farm machinery (September 15)..................... 5 
Motor vehicles (September 15)..................... 4 
Farm supplies (September 15).,.................... 3 
Seed (September 15)............................... 3 
Building and fencing materials (September 15)..... 1 
Feed (October 15) •••••••••••• , •••••••• ,........... 1 
Motor supplies (September 15)..................... -1 
Fertilizer (September 15)......................... -1 

According to the report, prices paid for goods and services used in farm 
production and ~ per E.!l!! of production in 1959 probably will be somewhat above 
the levels of the current year. Wage rates paid to hired labor and prices for non
farm goods and services used in farm production also are expected to average higher. 
With normal weather and current production trends, prices paid for such farm-produced 
goods as feed and seed are likely to be lower. Since the cattle cycle is still in 
its expansion phase, prices paid for breeding stock and for stocker and feeder cattle 
probably will remain near present levels, at least until spring. 

1 9 5 9 - C R 0 P R I C E 
On November 28 the U. S, Department of Agriculture announced the following 

actions on 1959-crop rice: 
1. Proclaimed marketing quotas for the 1959 rice crop. 
2. Set December 12, 1958, as the date for a referendum to determine 

producer approval or disapproval of quotas. 
3. Set the level of price support for 1959-crop rice at 75% of parity. 
If marketing quotas are approved in the referendum on December 15, price 

support for the 1959 rice crop will be available to cooperators at not less than a 
minimum national average price which will be announced prior to planting time. 



P 0 U L T R Y 
Commercial broiler markets were steady in south ~ and about steady in 

~Texas on Monday, December!, according to the State Department of Agriculture. 
Trading was about normal in both areas, with the following prices quoted: South 
Texas, mainly 16¢ per lb., and east Texas, 15¢ to 16¢ (in the latter area, 61% of 
the sales were at undetermined prices). 

BROILER CHICK 
PLACEMENTS 

Area 

Texas •••••• 
Louisiana •• 

22 states •• 

Week ended 
November 22, 1958 

2,321,000 
383,000 

27,989,000 

L I V E S T 0 C K 

Percentage change from 
Previous Comparable 

week week, 1957 

2 
-3 

3 

29 
31 

14 

Cattle receipts at !2!l Worth on Monday, December !, totaled an estimated 
2,300, or 15% above the small preholiday supply of a week ago but 23% below the year
earlier level, reports the Agricultural Marketing Service. Trading on slaughter steer
was slow; however, prices showed little net change from the preceding Wednesday (the 
last trading day during the past week as the market was closed on Thursday and Fri
day in observance of Thanksgiving). Demand continued broad for stocker and feeder 
cattle, and the limited supply sold at fully steady prices. Standard and Good 885-
to 1,240-lb. slaughter steers cleared at $25 to $26 per cwt.; Utility and Commercial 
cows, mostly $19 to $21; and Medium and Good stocker and feeder steers and yearlings , 
$24.50 to $26.50. 

Calf marketings were approximately 500, compared with 700 on the previous 
Monday and 1,300 on the corresponding date in 1957. Prices of slaughter calves were 
fully steady to 50¢ higher than on Wednesday of the past week. Good grades of slaugh
ter calves brought $26 to $27.SO, and stocker steer calves sold at $28 to $32. 

As a result of rains during the past week end, Monday's hog offerings were 
only about 500 head, which is 400 fewer than both a week ago and a year earlier. 
After a late start, butcher hogs sold at prices which were steady to 25¢ higher than 
on the preceding Wednesday's market. U. s. mixed No. 1 through No. 3 Grades of 200-
to 240-lb. barrows and gilts were quoted at $18.25 to $18.75. 

Sheep and lamb receipts were curtailed sharply because of muddy lanes ~ 
pastures. Monday's marketings are placed at 600, compared with 1,400 a week earlier 
and 1,000 a year ago. Prices were steady, with Good and a few Choice slaughter lambs 
quoted at $21. 

W 0 R L D H 0 G S L A U G H T E R 
The ~ pork outturn in 43 major hog-producing countries during 1959 is 

expected to be 5% greater than in 1958 and 23% above the 1951-55 average, according t 

the Foreign Agricultural Service. Hog slaughter in ]:]_ countries recently studied by 
the FAS has continued upward in 1958, and a further increase is expected in 1959; 
however, conflicting trends are evident in the various areas. European slaughter> 
which has risen rapidly to an all-time high in 1958, may level off or even decrease 
somewhat in 1959, while slaughter in North America, which declined in both 1957 and 
1958, is expected to rise sharply next year. ~American hog slaughter probably 
will increase slightly, while the kill in Oceania may remain at about the 1958 figure• 

J. z. Rowe 
Agricultural Economist 
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