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1 9 5 8 ACREAGE RESERVE P R 0 G R A M 
On November 21 the Secretary of Agriculture announced the general provi

sions which will govern participation in the Acreage Reserve Program for spring
planted "basic" crops for 1958. Some of the high lights of the 1958 Acreage Reserve 
Program and principal changes from 1957 are: 

* Payment rates - Per-acre payment rates for the 1958 program are 
somewhat higher for most crops than those which were in effect 
for 1957. 

* Premium rates - Farmers who took part in the 1957 Acreage Reserve 
will be paid a 10% premium above the 1958 compensation rate estab
lished for their farms, if they place the identical land in the 
1958 program. 

*Eligible crops - "Allotment" acres of spring wheat, ~' upland 
cotton, rice, and tobacco are eligible for the 1958 Acreage Re
serve Program, These are the same crops which were eligible in 
1957. 

* Sign-up period - The sign-up period for the 1958 Acreage Reserve 
will open on January 13 and will close on March z, 1958. Permis
sion will be granted to begin the sign-up at an earlier date for 
the early cotton area of Texas and the early tobacco area of Florida. 

* Goals - The total goal for basic crops in the 1958 Acreage Reserve 
is from 11.5 .!£ 14.5 million~· 

COTTON G I N N I N G S 
Upland cotton ginned in the Nation prior to November 14 this season aver

aged lower _in grade than that of a year ago, but the average staple length was the 
longest of record, states the Agricultural Marketing Service. Cotton ginnings to
taled about 6.8 million bales, which is equivalent to 58% of the indicated crop for 
1957 - the smallest proportion of the crop ginned prior to November 14 of record. 

In the states of the Eleventh Federal Reserve District (Arizona, Louisiana, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas), ginnings from the 1957 cotton crop prior to Novem
ber 14 are placed at 2,372,241 bales, or 42% of the indicated crop. The total com
pares with 79% of the 1956 crop ginned prior to the same date last year. 

1 9 5 8 - C R 0 P R IC E 
On November 20 the Acting Secretary of Agriculture announced the follow

ing actions on 1958-crop rice. 
1. Proclaimed a national acreage allotment of 1,652,596 ~' which 

is the minimum permitted by law. 
2. Proclaimed marketing quotas for the 1958 crop of rice. 
3. Set December 10, 1957, as the date for a referendum to determine 

producer approval or disapproval of quotas. 
4. Set the advance minimum national average support price at $4.33 

per cwt., or 75% of the current parity price. (The support price 
for 1957-crop rice is $4.72 per cwt., which is 82% of parity.) 

5. Determined that the "certificate" or "two-price" marketing program 
authorized by the Agricultural Act of 1956 will not be in effect 
for the 1958 crop. 



The 1958 acreage allotment for the rice-producing states in the Eleventh 
Federal Reserve District (and comparisons with 1957 allotments) are: Arizona, 229 
acres (229); Louisiana, 475,010 acres (474,863); Oklahoma, 149 acres (149); and 
Texas, 422,316 acres (422,185). 

L I V E S T 0 C K 
According to the AMS, receipts of cattle and calves were very limited at 

Fort Worth on Monday, November 25. Trading was active, and prices were strong to 
higher, which is in direct contrast to the usual slow pre-Thanksgiving holiday trade. 
The cattle run totaled an estimated 1,100, or only about one-third of both the week
earlier and the year-ago supplies. Good and Choice 1,140-lb. slaughter steers sold 
at $22 per cwt.; most Utility cows, $14 to $15; and Medium stocker and feeder steers 
weighing mainly under 700 lbs., $17 to $20. 

Calf marketings were approximately 300, compared with 800 on the preceding 
Monday and 1,100 on the comparable date in 1956. Prices of slaughter calves were 
strong to $1 per cwt. higher than in the previous week. Most Good grades of killing 
calves brought $21 to $22.50, and stocker steer calves were quoted at $20 to $23.50. 

Monday's hog supply is placed at 500, or 400 fewer than a week earlier and 
600 below the year-ago level. Trading was fairly active, and prices were steady to 
25¢ higher than in the latter part of the past week. Mixed U. S. No. 1 through No. 3 
Grades of 195- to 270-lb. barrows and gilts sold at $17.50 and $17.75. 

Sheep and lamb offerings were unusually small, partly as a result of the 
rains during the past week end. The receipts, at an estimated 400, compare with 
1,900 on the previous Monday's market and 6,800 a year earlier. Trading was fairly 
active, and prices were fully steady. Good and Choice wooled and No. 1 pelt 85- to 
95-lb. slaughter lambs were quoted at $21 to $22 per cwt. 

P 0 U L T R Y 
During the week ended Friday, November 22, prices at the principal Texas 

commercial broiler markets were mostly unchanged, although movement declined gener
ally over the State, reports the Texas Department of Agriculture. The following 
closing prices were quoted: East Texas, 16¢ to 18¢, mostly 17¢; Waco, 17¢; and the 
Corsicana F.O.B. plant, 18.5¢ per lb. There were too few sales in south Texas to 
establish a price. During the corresponding period in 1956, closing prices were: 
East Texas, 14¢ to 17¢, mostly 15¢ to 16¢, and Waco, 15.5¢ to 16¢, mostly 15.5¢. 
There were too few sales in south Texas to establish a price, and prices for the 
Corsicana F.O.B. plant were not available. 

On Monday, November 25, broiler markets were about steady in south Texas 
and were slightly weaker in east Texas and Waco. Prices per lb. were: South Texas, 
17¢ to 18¢, with one lot at 19.5¢; east Texas, 16¢ to 17¢, with a very few higher; 
and Waco, 16.5¢. 

Week ended 
Area November 16, 

BROILER CHICK 
PLACEMENTS Texas •••••• 1,823,000 

Louisiana •• 267,000 

22 states .• 24,415,000 

Percentage change from 
Previous Comparable 

1957 Week Week, 1956 

13 4 
10 -9 

1 11 

J. Z. Rowe 
Agricultural Economist 


	Number 413



