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WINTER WHEAT 
Based on April 1 conditions, the Nation's 1956 winter wheat crop is esti

mated at 716 million bushels, according to the Agricultural Marketing Service. A 
crop this size would be 2%larger than the 705 million bushels produced in 1955 but 
would be 18% below the 10-year (19L5-5L) average output. The current estimate of 
the 1956 winter wheat crop reflects a decline of 19 million bushels from the 
December 1 forecast. The indicated yield is placed at 15.9 bushels per seeded acre, 
or the same as both the 1955 and 10-year average yields. The total acreage of 11inter 
wheat abandoned and diverted to uses other than for grain is indicated at 8 million 
acres . 

The table below shows indicated production of winter wheat in 1956 for 
four states in the Eleventh Federal Reserve District and comparisons 1Jith 1955 and 
the 10-year -cl9I15-5Ll) average. 

Area 

Arizona OOtOoooooe 

New Mexico 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 

Oklahoma ••...•..• 
Texas ooooooaeooee 

Four states 0 ••• 

WINTER WHEAT PRODUCTION 

Four Southwestern States 

(In thousands of bushels) 

1956 
Indicated 
April 1 1955 

i,1LL 1,218 
1, 3.50 1,500 

60,252 23,78L 
28,JlL 1J,L6L 

91,060 39,966 

Average 
19L5-5L 

598 
2,612 

77,872 
50,246 

lJl,328 

SOUHCE: U. S. Department of Agriculture. 

S 0 I 1 AND WATER IITVENTORY 
On April 11, the Secretary of Aericulture announced that the U.S. Depart

ment of Agriculture will start work immediately on a national inventory-of- soil and 
water-Conservation needs which will include everY:-county in the Nation. 'fhe purpose 
of the study is to obtain basic facts about the amount ancr-kind of soil, water, and 
plant resources in this country, as well as to make realistic estimates of treatments 
needed for the best protection and improvement of these resources. 

The initial inventory is planned for completion in 3 years; subsequently, 
periodic revisions will be made to keep the information up--'t'o-date. The inventory 
ill be carried out~the Soil Conservation Service with the help of the Agricultural 

Conservation Program Service, the Agricultural Research Service, the Commodity Stabili
zation Service, the Farmers Home Administration, and the Forest Service. The coopera
tion of state and local agencies, organizations, and froups concerned with the conser
vation of soil, water, forest, range, and wildlife also will be encourafed. 



POULTRY 
The principal Texas broiler markets were generally steady during the week 

ended Friday, April 13, a.ccording to the State Department of Agriculture. Clos~ 
priCes-Were-unchange~to 1¢ per lb. lower than in the preceding week, with the follo·
ing prices quoted: South Texas, 21¢, a few at 20¢; east Texas, 19¢ to 20¢, a few at 
21¢; Waco, 19.5¢; and the Corsicana F.O.B. plant, 20,5¢ to 21¢. During the correspond
ing week in 1955 , closing prices were: South Texas, 28¢ to 29¢, mostly 29¢; east Texas, 
27¢ to 28¢; Waco.9 27¢; and the Corsicana F.O.B. plant, 29¢ per lb. 

On Monday of this week, broiler markets were steady to firm in south Texas 
and firm in east Texas and the Waco-Corsicana area. The following prices were quot ed: 
South Texas, 21¢ to 22¢; east Texas, 20¢ to 21¢, mostly 20¢; Waco, 20¢; and the 
Corsicana F.O.B. plant, 21.5¢ to 22¢ per lb. 

BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS 

Area 

Texas •••• o. 
Louisiana •• 

22 states •• 

Week ended 
April 7, 1956 

2.9104,000 
363,000 

26,265,000 

L I V E S T 0 C K 

Percentage change from 
Previous Comparable 

week week, 1955 

6 
-1 

1 

16 
46 

20 

An estimated 2,700 cattle were received in Fort Worth on Monday, April 16, 
reports the AMS. This supply compares with 3,0SO aweek earlier and4~0 on the
corresponding date in 1955. Slaughter yearlings, steers, and heifers comprised the 
major part of the receipts. Trading on all classes was moderately active, and prices 
were generally steady with the previous week's close. Several loads of Good fed steers, 
mostly yearlings , brought ~;;i 7 to $18 .50; Commercial and Good heifers, $14 ,50 to $17 , 50; 
most Commercial cows, :;i12,25 to ~;12.75; and Medium and Good stocker and feeder steers, 
mainly yearlings, $14 to $17.50. 

Monday's calf receipts totaled an estimated 500, or SO more than a week ago 
but LOO fewer than at the same time last year. All classes of calves brought generally 
steady prices. Most offerings were of Good and lower grades. Commercial and Good 
slaughter calves cleared at $15 to $19, and Medium and Good stocker steers were quot ed 
at ~aL to ~f,19 per cwt. 

Hog marketings are placed at 1,500, reflecting increases of 36% from the 
preceding Monday and 20% from the year-earlier level. A large part of the supply 
was comprised of mixed grades of hogs weighing over 230 pounds each. Most offerings 
of butchers were 25¢ lower than in the latter part of the past week, and prices of 
sows were weak to 50¢ lower. U. S. mixed No. 1 through No. 3 Grades of slaughter 
hogs brought $15 to ~~15.50, with the latter price quoted for No. 1 and No. 2 Grades, 

Monday's sheep and lamb receipts are estimated at 9,000, compared with 
9,~00 a week earlier and 12,~n the comparable date in 1955. After a slow start, 
trading was fairly active. Slaughter lambs sold at prices which were fully steady 
to 50¢ per cwt. higher than in the past week, and prices for aged sheep and feeders 
were steady. Good and Choice slaughter spring lambs brought mostly $18 .50 to $·20 . 

APRIL JO IS THE LAST DAY THAT 1955-CROP COTTON WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR THE CCC LOAN i 

J. z. Rowe 
Agricultural Economist 
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