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1 9 5 5 P I G C R 0 P 
The number of pigs saved in the United States this spring is estimated at 

60,453,000, reports the U. S. Department of Agriculture.~is. is 9% larger than 
the 1954 spring pig crop and 11% above the 10-year (1944-53) average. The number 
of pigs saved per litter is placed at 6.9, or the same as last year's record-high 
number. 

Reports on breeding intentions indicate that 6,043,000 sows may be farrowed 
in the fall of 1955, or 11% more than a year earlier. If these intentions are real
ized, the number of sows farrowed this fall will be the largest since 1943; and if 
the number of pigs saved per litter is ·equal to or above the 10-year average, the 
1955 fall pig crop will be about 40,500,000. This would be 10% larger than in 1954 
and 18% more than the 1944-53 average. A combined 1955 spring and fall pig crop of 
101,000,000 would be 9% larger than a year ago and ~above the 10-year-average. 

LIVESTOCK 
Cattle receipts at Fort Worth on Monday, June 27, are estimated at 5,100, 

compared with S,718 on the-Previous Monday and 8,44'b'()ri the comparable date last 
year, reports the Agricultural Marketing Service. Cows comprised less than a third 
of the supplies and sold at 25¢ to 50¢ per cwt. higher than last week. Good and 
Choice slaughter steers and yearlings brought $19 to $22. The small supply of 
Commercial cows sold at $12 to $12.50. Prices of Medium and Good stocker steer 
yearlings ranged from $14 to $20, and Good yearling stocker heifers brought $15 
to $17. 

Monday's calf supplies are estimated at 1,100, or 143 less than a week 
earlier and 309 below the comparable date last year. The market for Good and 
Choice slaughter calves was slow, and prices were about 50¢ per cwt. lower than 
in the past week. Other classes of slaughter calves and stockers were about steady 
with last week's close. Good and Choice slaughter calves sold mostly at $16 to $18, 
with a few Choice grades quoted at $18.50 to $19. Good stocker steer calves brought 
$18 to $20; Choice kinds cleared at $20 to $21.50. 

Hog supplies at Fort Worth on Monday were 800, or 156 less than a week 
ago, and prices were steady to 25¢ per cwt. higher than on last Friday's market. 
Prices of sows held steady. Choice 190- to 240-lb. butcher hogs brought mostly 
$20 to $20 .50. 

Monday's sheep and lamb receipts totaled 10,700, with spring lambs com
prising about half of the supplies and aged sheep and old-crop lambs and yearlings 
accounting for the remainder. Most slaughter lambs brought steady prices, but 
feeder lambs and yearlings sold at 50¢ per cwt. lower than in the previous week. 
Good and Choice 70- to 80-lb. slaughter spring lambs were quoted at $18 to $20. 

According to the Foreign Agricultural Service, meat production during 
1954 in the principal meat-producing countries of the worICfTexclusive of the 
Far East..,-Was approximately 3% greater than the-Previous record output in 1953, 
24% larger than the 19L6-50 average, and 20% above the pre-World War II level. 
A further moderate increase is in prospect for 1955, as a result of larger 
numbers of livestock. 



POULTRY 
Major Texas broiler markets held steady during the week ended Friday, 

June 24, and trading was normal to heavy, reports the Texas Department of Agri
culture. Closing prices, which were unchanged from a week earlier, were: South 
Texas, 28¢ per lb.; east Texas and Waco, 27¢; and the Corsicana F.O.B. plant, 28¢. 
During the corresponding period in 1954, closing prices were 25¢ in south Texas 
and 24¢ in east Texas and the Waco-Corsicana area. 

On Monday of this week, Texas broiler markets were steady, and supplies 
were adequate for a fair to good demand. Trading was moderate in south Texas, 
heavy in east Texas, and normal to heavy in the Waco-Corsicana area. The follow
ing prices were quoted: South Texas.9 28¢ per lb.; east Texas, 27¢; Waco, 27¢; and 
the Corsicana F.o.B. plant, 28¢. 

Placements of broiler chicks on Texas farms totaled 1,926,ooo during the 
week ended June-YB-;-according to the All£: This IS4'% above placements in the pre
vious week and 33% more than those during the comparable period in 1954. 

According to the AlYlS, farm flocks in the United States laid 6,440,000 000 
eggs in May, or 5% more than in the same month last year and 6% above the 19Ll4-$3 
av8'rage.---Production during the first 5 months of 1955 was 3% above the comparable 
period a year ago. 

WOOL AND MOHAIR 
There was increased interest in all classes of greasy domestic worsted 

wools in the Boston market during the week ended Friday, June 24, reports the AMS. 
Prices were firm to strong for fine wool and medium wool fleeces and were steady 
to firm for other grades. In Texas, bulk Good French Combing 12-month wool sold 
at $1.45 to $1.50 per lb., clean basis. Average to Short French and clothing-length 
wools for scouring purposes brought $1.JO to $1.35, delivered to the East. 

During the past week, interest in Texas mohair was centered on contracting 
of fall mohair for delivery in October. Contract prices were 81.5¢ per lb. for 
adult mohair and $1.16~ for kid mohair, delivered to the warehouse. 

Wool and lamb producers will vote in a referendu..m from June 27 through 
August 19 to determine whether an agreement providing for advertising,!)romotional, 
and--related market development activities on wool and lambs will be in effect under 
the National wool Act of 1954. Producers who have owned sheep or lambs for at least 
30 days at any time since January 1, 1955, will be eligible to vote. If the agree
ment is approved, deductions from payments under the 1955 incentive program (which 
will be made in the summer of 1956) will be 1¢ per lb. from shorn wool payments and 
5¢ per 100 lbs. of live weight from lamb and yearling payments. Funds raised will 
be used by the American Sheep Producers Council to improve the market for the 
industry's products. 

COTT ON EXPORTS 
U, s. cotton exports during April totaled 239,000 bales - a decrease of 

35% from the previous month's total of 369,000 bales, reports the AMS, Exports 
during the period August-April this season amounted to 2,876,000 bales, or llL,000 
bales more than in the comparable period of the preceding marketing season. The 
recent decrease in exports is attributed, in part, to the continued uncertainty of 
foreign buyers regarding possible price trends next season. U. s. cotton exports 
during the 1954-55 season are expected to total approximately 3,500,000 bales, 
compared with 3,761,000 bales in the previous season. 

J. z. Rowe 
Agricultural Economist 
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