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A PROGRAM FOR LOW-INCOME RURAL AREAS

The goal of the Rural Development Pro
gram is to improve the standard of living and 
provide a better environment for all families 
living in rural areas—both those making a 
living by farming and those who live in the 
open country but do not farm, according to 
the national Committee for Rural Develop
ment Program. Activities are being concen
trated in the Nation’s low-income rural areas.

Agencies and organizations working in 
the fields of education, public health, indus
trial development, employment, social secur
ity, and civic im provem ent — as well as 
those in agriculture — play a big part in the 
program.

The Rural Development Program is a joint 
effort of the United States Department of 
Agriculture and other departments and agen
cies of the Federal Government, in coopera
tion with the states, to achieve a balanced 
farm, industrial, and) community develop
ment in underdeveloped rural areas.

A national committee — composed of the 
Under Secretaries of the Departments of 
Agriculture, the Interior, Commerce, Labor, 
and Health, Education, and Welfare; the ad
ministrator of the Small Business Adminis
tration; and a member of the Council of Eco
nomic Advisers — coordinates activities at 
the national level. State rural development 
committees tie together the activities of the 
many state agencies engaged in the program, 
select rural counties and areas to participate, 
and provide help in getting work under way.

The county committee — composed of 
leaders in farming, business, civic, and church 
affairs, as well as representatives of govern

ment agencies — is the key unit at the local 
level. The committee, which meets regularly, 
coordinates the work of agencies and organi
zations at the local level, plans and publicizes 
rural development projects, directs surveys to 
gain information on county or area resources, 
and provides other guidance.

The Rural Development Program places 
reliance on the leadership of people in rural 
counties and areas in order to achieve bal
anced economic and social growth. A county 
or area (two or more counties together) 
which has such a program endeavors to work 
out a unified plan to assist farm, industry, and 
community development.

The principal activities under the program 
are:

Q  Increased E xtension  W ork  among 
families on small farms to help them find new 
sources of income, both on and off the farm, 
and to help them improve farm production 
and homemaking. Community clubs, farm 
unit planning, 4-H Club meetings, increased 
on-the-farm assistance, and other educational 
methods are being used to implement this 
phase of the program.

Q  Credit Programs to help small farmers 
improve their operations and shift to produc
tion for newly developed or growing markets 
in the area. The Farmers Home Administra
tion now may make loans to farmers working 
part-time in trades and industry. Farmer- 
owned credit associations and private banks 
also have a vital role in the program.

@  Technical A id  especially suited to 
small farms and underdeveloped rural areas. 
The aim is to help farmers and community
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leaders evaluate soil resources and manage 
soil, water, and forests for sustained produc
tion. Special attention will center on produc
tion and use of timber.

Q  A Campaign to Expand Industry: This 
includes promoting industrial sites in the area 
and encouraging improvement of local small 
industries and businesses. Organizations al
ready working to prom ote industry  are 
brought into the program through the rural 
development committee.

@  Help the Underemployed Farmers and 
Other Rural People in Finding Full- or Part- 
time Jobs in industry and trades. In some 
areas, volunteers gather job and manpower 
information, and agency workers inform 
rural families of job opportunities.

@  A Review of Vocational Education to 
find out whether it is meeting the needs of 
young people. In many cases, youths gradu
ating from high school find little or no oppor
tunity in farming. Training for work in trades 
and industry will be increased to help them 
secure better jobs.

Q  Special A tten tio n  to C om m unity  
Health and Welfare Needs: Included are in
formation on benefits to older farmers from 
expanded Social Security coverage, projects 
to improve health services, and nutritional 
programs — especially for children.

Bright Future for Farm Youth
Jobs in fields related to agriculture are 

multiplying rapidly, and many young people 
from farm areas are being drawn into these 
new positions, according to the United States 
Department of Agriculture.

On a national average, there are now 168 
young farm men to replace every 100 farmers 
who die or reach retirement age. Conse
quently, almost 40 percent of the boys now 
growing up on farms are expected to seek 
employment off the farm when they reach 
manhood.

Many new positions are available for these 
young men who leave the farm. For example,

there are two jobs waiting for almost every 
graduate in agriculture from our land-grant 
colleges and universities. These positions are 
in teaching, research, extension, communi
cations, conservation, farm service, and 
many other fields.

Farm Cars Mostly Late Models
Almost two-thirds of the 3.8 million auto

mobiles owned or used by the families of the 
Nation’s farm operators as of January 1, 
1956, were 1950 or later models, according 
to a cooperative report of the United States 
Department of Agriculture and the United 
States Department of Commerce. Slightly 
over 10 percent of these automobiles were 
1945 or earlier models.

Of the automobiles owned or used by op
erators’ families on farms with a value of farm 
product sales of $10,000 or more, almost half 
were 1953 or later models. On the other 
hand, less than a third of the automobiles of 
operators on farms with a value of farm 
products sold of less than $10,000 were 
1953 or later models.

Plastic Covers Reduce 
Silage Losses

The use of plastic covers on horizontal silos 
may make these low-cost, time- and labor- 
saving silos even more popular with Texas 
dairy farmers, according to A. M. Meekma, 
Extension dairy husbandman with the Texas 
Agricultural Extension Service. As compared 
with upright silos, the major disadvantage of 
the horizontal bunker, trench, and stack-type 
silos is the greater spoilage of the silage as a 
result of the relatively large surface area. 
However, this disadvantage has not prevented 
their construction and use by many farmers, 
since their initial cost is lower, they are easy 
to fill by mechanical means, and the silage is 
readily accessible for either self- or mechani
cal feeding.

In experiments by the United States De
partment of Agriculture, the use of plastic 
covers reduced surface spoilage and total
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storage losses in horizontal silos to the equiv
alent of surface spoilage in upright silos. The 
hazard of air leakage through punctures in 
the cover was p rac tica lly  overcom e by 
spreading a 2- or 3-inch layer of sawdust, or 
other similar weighting material, over the 
cover.

Mr. Meekma says that selecting the best 
cover for a particular silo depends upon its 
use and the comparative annual cost. Nylon 
sheeting is more expensive than unsupported 
covers but will last much longer. On the other 
hand, the less durable and less expensive films 
of polyethylene or vinyl plastic have proved 
satisfactory for silo covers. The life of these 
materials depends, to a great extent, upon the 
care given them. The cost of any of the mate
rials used for the covers probably will range 
from \Vz to 4 cents per square foot annually.

The 1958 Acreage Reserve 
Program

The general provisions of the Soil Bank’s 
1958 Acreage Reserve Program were an
nounced recently by the Acting Secretary of 
Agriculture, following Congressional action 
authorizing continuation of the program for 
the coming year.

Important changes in the 1958 Acreage 
Reserve Program as compared with 1956 
and 1957 are:

Establishment of a total crop acreage 
figure for each farm, to be based pri
marily on past production history and 
known as the “Soil Bank base,” with 
the requirement that total harvested 
acreage of all crops in 1958 will be 
held below the base by the equivalent 
of the number of acres placed in the 
Soil Bank. (The Soil Bank base pro
vision has been in effect for the Con
servation Reserve since the beginning 
of that program. For 1958, it will 
apply to farms taking part in either or 
both of the Soil Bank programs.)
A $3,000 limitation in Acreage Re
serve payments for each farm a pro
ducer has under the program.

In general, the Soil Bank base will be made 
up of all crops produced for harvest on a farm 
except hay crops. County Agricultural Sta
bilization and Conservation committees will 
establish the Soil Bank base for individual 
farms, primarily on the basis of the average 
acreage devoted to Soil Bank base crops dur
ing 1956 and 1957. If a farm already has a 
base established under the Conservation Re
serve Program, that base will apply.

Individual payment rates for the 1958 
Acreage Reserve will be determined primarily 
on the basis of average per acre rates. County 
ASC committees will determine per acre 
rates for individual farms, which will be avail
able before Acreage Reserve agreements are 
signed. Farmers who participated in the 1957 
Acreage Reserve Program will be paid a 10- 
percent premium above the 1958 compensa
tion rates if they place the identical land in 
the 1958 Acreage Reserve Program.

In addition to the provision that noxious 
weeds must be controlled on Acreage Reserve 
land, participants in the 1958 program may 
also be required to control erosion. Other
wise, the land designated for the Acreage 
Reserve may be left idle, or a soil- or water- 
conservation practice may be carried out on 
it. Participating farmers may qualify for 
Agricultural Conservation Program (ACP) 
cost-sharing practices on land in the Acreage 
Reserve.

After the deadline for signing agreements 
covering a particular crop under the Acreage 
Reserve for 1958, participating farmers will 
not be permitted to withdraw from the pro
gram, except in some cases involving “new” 
commercial corn counties.

Ranchers can increase the productivity of 
cow herds by culling 3-year-old heifers which 
fail to produce good calves, according to A l 
Lane, Extension livestock specialist at the 
University of Arizona. Mr. Lane says that 
a heifer’s first calf is a reliable index of the 
production which may be expected of her.
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Planting Small Grains
According to Ben R. Spears, agronomist 

with the Texas Agricultural Extension Serv
ice, farmers who intend to plant small grains 
this fall should make their plans now to —

1. Select the area to be planted. Mr. 
Spears recommends that the crop be seeded 
on land which was not planted to small 
grains the previous year. Rotation helps to 
control insects and soil-borne diseases and 
results in higher yields and better-quality 
grain.

2. Take a soil sample from the selected 
field and send it to a soil-testing laboratory. 
The only sure way to determine the plant 
foods needed for the best production is to 
have an analysis made of the soil on which 
the crop is to be grown. After receiving the 
results of the analysis, the farmer should 
purchase the proper kinds and amounts of 
fertilizer needed.

3. Choose a small grain variety that is 
best adapted to the area and locate a source 
of seed. The latest information on varieties 
and sources of certified planting seed may 
be obtained from local county agents. All 
seed should be treated with a fungicide be
fore planting, in order to control seedlings 
and seed- and soil-borne diseases.

4. Prepare the seedbed early so that it 
will have time to settle and absorb moisture 
before planting time. The soil should be 
tilled only enough to control weed growth.

Slingshot Device Sorts Cottonseed
A new machine to clean and grade cot

tonseed, based on the age-old slingshot prin
ciple, has been developed by the United 
States Department of Agriculture. The ex
perimental device, called a “differentiator,” 
can sort the seed according to quality—low, 
medium, or high.

The machine shoots cottonseed outward 
like a bunch of small pebbles from the pouch 
of a slingshot, and where each seed falls tells 
a great deal about the seed’s make-up. Gen
erally, the further the seed is thrown, the

higher its content of oil and nitrogen, which 
is a characteristic of high-quality seed. The 
closer the seed falls to the machine, the 
higher its content of moisture and of free 
fatty acids (a measure of the tendency to 
become rancid), which is a characteristic of 
low-quality seed. Seeds falling closer to the 
machine have a higher linters content; most 
of the foreign matter is also concentrated 
near the machine.

Raise Dairy Calf Properly
The small amount of 

extra time and planning 
needed in caring for a 
dairy calf properly will 
pay big dividends to dairy
men raising herd replace
ments, according to Loui

siana State University specialists.
Penning the calves individually or in 

groups according to age, feeding them 
according to age and development, and care
fully selecting the best prospects for replace
ments at the right time will result in heifers 
that are noticeably larger and better devel
oped than those of the same age which have 
been given only minimum, routine attention. 
The specialists say that it is better to raise a 
small number of calves properly than to raise 
a larger number with inefficient management.

The age of an animal affects the efficiency 
of feeding. As an animal grows older and 
heavier, more and more feed is needed, ac
cording to livestock specialists with Louisi
ana State University. A 500-pound steer 
needs about 500 pounds of grain, 200 
pounds of hay, and 200 pounds of silage to 
produce 100 pounds of beef. To produce the 
same gain, an 800-pound steer requires 630 
pounds of grain and 250 pounds each of hay 
and silage. Older animals will make higher 
average daily gains but will eat more feed in 
doing so.

The Agricultural News Letter is prepared in
the Research Department under the direction
of J. Z. Rowe, Agricultural Economist.
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