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GREAT PLAINS CONSERVATION PROGRAM

The new, long-term Great Plains Conser
vation Program is a supplementary program 
designed to help the area’s farmers and 
ranchers install soil and water conservation 
measures and make the land-use adjustments 
needed to achieve a more stable agriculture, 
according to a recent report of the United 
States Department of Agriculture.

The Great Plains Program, which is au
thorized by Public Law 1021 (enacted Au
gust 7, 1956), will be on a voluntary basis. 
The maximum appropriation under the law 
cannot exceed $150 million, and payments 
for any program year cannot exceed $25 
million.

What Does Public Law 1021 Provide?

Public Law 1021 authorizes the Secretary 
of Agriculture to enter into long-term con
tracts with Great Plains farmers and ranch
ers to help them make needed changes in 
land use and establish cropping systems with 
necessary conservation measures. Farmers 
and ranchers who wish to participate submit 
plans for needed conservation measures and 
land-use changes. Soil and water conserva
tion technicians of the Department can help 
farmers and ranchers make the plans. If the 
plans are acceptable to the Secretary, the De
partment of Agriculture then will offer long
term cost-sharing contracts. In these con
tracts, the Secretary of Agriculture will make 
advance commitments to share with the 
farmers and ranchers the cost of establishing 
the combination of conservation practices 
provided for in their plans. The contracts are 
not to exceed 10 years, ending not later than 
December 31, 1971.

Who Is Eligible?

The Secretary of Agriculture may desig
nate counties in Colorado, Kansas, Mon
tana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, and Wy
oming as special problem areas within which 
the conservation program may operate. 
Farmers and ranchers within designated 
counties, who have control of their land for 
the contract period, will be eligible to 
participate.
Who Operates the Program?

The Soil Conservation Service has been 
directed by the Secretary of Agriculture to 
take administrative leadership in carrying 
out the Great Plains Conservation Program, 
which is being developed by an interagency 
group of representatives from 10 USDA 
agencies. The Great Plains Agricultural 
Council will advise and assist in encouraging 
adoption of the program. The council is com
posed of administrators and research work
ers of Land-Grant Colleges and USDA agen
cies operating in the interest of Great Plains 
agriculture. Representatives of state and 
local groups will be invited to assist in adapt
ing the program to local needs.

What Do Contracts Provide?

Public Law 1021 provides that a producer 
who enters into a contract under the Great 
Plains Conservation Program will agree to 
carry out the conservation and land-use plan 
for his farm or ranch substantially in accord
ance with the schedule of operations in the 
plan. In return, the Secretary of Agriculture 
agrees to share the cost of carrying out the 
planned conservation practices that are in



2 AGRICULTURAL NEWS LETTER

the public interest and for which cost-sharing 
is appropriate.

Farmers and ranchers can get help from 
various agricultural agencies in determining 
the capabilities of their land and in planning 
the kinds of farming operations that will 
enable them to cope with the variable and 
unstable climatic conditions of the Great 
Plains. They also can receive technical help 
from the Department of Agriculture in 
installing conservation measures and in 
making land-use changes.

The law provides for transfer of interest 
in the contract if the producer sells or loses 
control of the farm or ranch during the con
tract period. Provisions for handling con
tract violations also are included.

Assurance is given that, during the period 
of the contract, acreage allotments and mar
keting quotas will not be decreased because 
of changes in land use required by the con
tract.

The new legislation specifically stipulates 
that the Great Plains Conservation Program 
is in addition to, and not a substitution for, 
any other program. Maximum use will be 
made of other activities that contribute to 
the objectives of the Great Plains Program.

How Does It Differ from Other Programs?

The Great Plains Program makes provi
sion for cost sharing for a combination of 
practices, comprising the complete conserva
tion needs of a farm or ranch. The program 
— which is for a period of years, instead of 
one year at a time — is not designed to sup
plement farm income.

Conservation plans developed under the 
Great Plains Program will make provision 
for land in the Acreage Reserve or Conserva
tion Reserve of the Soil Bank. Land in the 
Great Plains Program may be grazed or used 
in other ways consistent with good manage
ment practices, as contrasted to nonuse of 
Soil Bank acreage. Long-term conservation 
practices and land-use adjustments will be 
those which are specially adapted and 
needed to further Great Plains agriculture.

Rid Cotton of Bindweed
Bindweed — sometimes called the most 

feared weed in Texas — can put cotton 
farmers in a real bind, according to Fred El
liott, cotton specialist with the Texas Agri
cultural Extension Service. Unless properly 
controlled, this rapidly spreading menace 
will dominate infested fields with a deep- 
rooted persistence.

Mr. Elliott says that small spots of bind
weed in cotton can be controlled with “Ku- 
ron” and kerosene. On bindweed spots of 
one-fourth of an acre or less, apply IV2 to 3 
gallons of Kuron mixed in 100 gallons of 
kerosene to the foliage and crowns of bind
weed in or near the cotton. Spray at a height 
of less than 8 inches for best results, using a 
pressure of 5 pounds per square inch or less. 
The surviving plants should be sprayed the 
following day and the soil left undisturbed 
for the remainder of the season. Any new 
bindweed should be treated at emergence for 
two seasons.

The specialist figures that 100 percent 
control from two or more treatments will cost 
about $75 to $150 per acre in the spot for 
first-season work and $5 to $10 the follow
ing spring.

Mr. Elliott recommends that cotton grow
ers watch for bindweed seedlings several 
years and destroy them immediately to pre
vent reinfestation.

Local county agricultural agents can pro
vide additional information on bindweed 
control in cotton.

Chemical Control of Star Thistle
Star thistle — a spiny-leaved plant which 

may prevent cattle from grazing in gulf coast 
pastures after mid-May — has been con
trolled effectively in a series of tests at the 
Rice-Pasture Experiment Station near Beau
mont, Texas.

In experiments conducted by Lloyd E. 
Crane and Dr. Ralph Weihing, the plant was 
controlled with amine of 2,4-D, amine of
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MCPA, PGBE esters of 2,4-D, and amine of 
2,4,5-T applied at the rate of 0.75 pounds 
per acre. Application of the chemicals should 
be made after the plants have emerged but 
before the earliest maturing thistles start to 
bloom.

Residual Spray for Dairy Barns
The use of long-lasting residual sprays and 

baits in dairy barns insures control of the fly 
population, states E. E. Anderson, Extension 
dairyman with the New Mexico Agricultural 
Extension Service. Residual phosphate 
sprays applied to barn walls and ceilings are 
effective against houseflies, stable flies, and 
horn flies. The flies are killed when they rest 
on the sprayed surfaces. It is recommended 
that dairymen use a spray which will be ef
fective for 2 weeks or longer.

Furthermore, Mr. Anderson stresses the 
spraying of gates, gate posts, and areas at 
barn entrances where flies congregate as the 
herd enters the barn. Such spraying will help 
eliminate the flies which rest on these sur
faces while digesting the blood sucked from 
the animals. According to Mr. Anderson, 
residual sprays should not be applied directly 
to the animals.

Bluestone Clears Scum
Bluestone offers a remedy for green scum 

on troughs, reservoirs, and ponds, say M. K. 
Thornton and W. L. Ulich, agricultural 
chemist and agricultural engineer, respec
tively, with the Texas Agricultural Extension 
Service. If used in the right mixture and with 
proper precautions, bluestone will remove 
the scum with no harmful effects on fish or 
livestock.

The best way to avoid scum is to put a 
cover or roof over the water to keep out sun
light, since water protected from sunlight will 
not support scum. However, it is not always 
possible to cover all water.

Too much bluestone is injurious to human 
beings, livestock, and fish, and extreme cau
tion should be taken to add only proper 
amounts to the water. According to Messrs.

Thornton and Ulich, a safe dosage is 8 
pounds of bluestone per million gallons of 
water, 1 ounce per 8,000 gallons, or 1 level 
teaspoonful per 1,500 gallons.

Bluestone loses its effectiveness in a short 
time, and scum may grow again from new 
seed falling in fresh water. If this happens, 
treatment should be repeated.

Complete information on the use of blue- 
stone may be obtained from local county 
agricultural agents or from the Agricultural 
Information Office, Texas A. & M. College, 
College Station, Texas.

Keep Hogs Cool!
Research during recent 

years has proved that live
stock are more productive 
and gain w eight more 
quickly if they are kept 
comfortable in hot weather.

A. D. Fitzgerald, associ
ate animal husbandman with the Louisiana 
Agricultural Extension Service, says that one 
effective way of keeping pigs cool is to install 
a shower or sprinkler which the pigs can 
move in and out of at will. A pinpoint nozzle, 
using as little as 2Vi gallons of water per 
hour, will supply a fine mist sufficient to keep 
a pen of 6 to 10 pigs comfortable all day. A 
shower or sprinkler is more sanitary and less 
expensive than a hog wallow.

In an experiment conducted by the United 
States Department of Agriculture, a low-cost 
system for sprinkling hogs with water in 
truck trailers during hot weather completely 
eliminated death losses and resulted in sub
stantial reductions in loss of weight of the 
hogs in transit.

Shrinkage in the weight of hogs per trailer
load was 724 pounds in trucks in which hogs 
were not sprinkled and 498 pounds in trucks 
with a sprinkler system, representing a sav
ing of 226 pounds per trip. Six hogs died in 
the unsprink led  lots, and none in the 
sprinkled lots. The average trailerload was 
about 110 hogs. Losses to the industry  
through death of hogs in transit have been
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FORMS AVAILABLE FOR ORDERING PINE SEEDLINGS
Forms are available for ordering pine seedlings for the planting season beginning 

in December this year, according to Don Young, head of the Forest Management 
Department of the Texas Forest Service. Distribution of the seedlings will be made 
for reforestation purposes only and will be made on a first-come, first-served basis.

Forms for ordering the seedlings may be obtained at Texas Forest Service dis
trict headquarters at Linden, Henderson, Lufkin, Woodville, Kirbyville, and Conroe; 
the Indian Mound Nursery near Alto; the Magnolia Springs Nursery near Kirbyville; 
and the Texas Forest Service at College Station, Texas.

Standard-grade pine seedlings will be sold to landowners at $5 per thousand, 
F.O.B. from either the Indian Mound Nursery or the Magnolia Springs Nursery. 
Grade 3 seedlings will be sold for $3.50 per thousand, F.O.B. from either location. 
Delivery will start about December 1, 1957, and continue through February 1958.

Landowners desiring further information should write to the Director of the 
Texas Forest Service at College Station.

estimated at $4 million a year, and losses 
through weight shrinkage are believed to be 
far greater.

A copy of the report on the experiment, 
entitled “Tests of a Sprinkler System for Hot- 
Weather Hauling of Live Hogs in Truck- 
Trailers” (Marketing Research Report No. 
172), may be obtained from the Office of 
Information, United States Department of 
Agriculture, Washington 25, D.C.

Control of Insects on Rice
Four insecticides—dieldrin, aldrin, toxa- 

phene, and heptachlor—were compared for 
effective control of the rice stinkbug and 
grasshoppers on rice in tests at the Rice- 
Pasture Experiment Station at Beaumont, 
Texas, in August 1956. Each of the mate
rials reduced the insect population below the 
level considered economically dangerous, 
according to C. C. Bowling, assistant ento
mologist at the station.

Weather conditions during the tests were 
ideal for insecticidal control work. No rain 
fell during the observation period.

Economical control of grasshoppers was 
obtained with all the materials 6 hours after 
application. Almost complete control was 
obtained at the end of 24 hours.

The stinkbug was more difficult to con
trol. Dieldrin, aldrin, and heptachlor gave 
approximately 75 percent control 24 hours 
after spraying, while toxaphene gave 58 
percent control. At the end of 48 hours, all 
the materials had reduced the stinkbug pop
ulation below the level considered as eco
nomical infestation.

Dead Pine Timber Useful
According to C. W. Simmons, forester 

with the Texas Agricultural Extension Serv
ice, thousands of pine trees died in the State 
last year as a result of the drought. He sug
gests that the small dead trees be used for 
posts, rafters, barn poles, etc.

Borax water (made by mixing 1 to IV2 
pounds of borax per gallon of water) is the 
best and cheapest chemical for treating bark- 
seasoned pines. After this treatment, the ends 
of the posts which are placed in the ground 
can be sealed by soaking them in old lubri
cating oil or zinc chloride. Posts preserved in 
this manner usually will last 15 to 20 years, 
according to Mr. Simmons.

The Agricultural News Letter is prepared in
the Research Department under the direction
of J. Z. Rowe, Agricultural Economist.
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