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AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK FOR 1957

The net income realized by the Nation’s 
farm operators during 1957 is likely to show 
some increase over last year, according to the 
United States Department of Agriculture. 
Consumer incomes are expected to rise fur
ther, resulting in larger expenditures for 
food and sustained demand for farm prod
ucts. However, the recent trend toward in
creased costs of services and higher charges 
for processing and marketing has offset much 
of the effect of rising incomes on demand for 
farm products.

Supplies of farm commodities continue 
abundant. Large stocks of cotton, wheat, 
feed grains, and rice were on hand at the 
beginning of the 1956-57 marketing year; 
and farm output in 1956—part of which will 
be marketed this year—was equal to the all- 
time high. However, the substantial volume 
of exports during the current marketing 
season probably will reduce stocks of cotton, 
wheat, and rice, although stocks of corn may 
increase slightly.

Around 40 million to 45 million acres of 
cropland could be placed in the Soil Bank 
program in 1957, thereby reducing total 
crop production. A decline in hog market
ings is likely to reduce meat output this year 
and provide an opportunity for red meat 
prices to firm. According to the Department 
of Agriculture, prospects for a generally 
strong domestic demand, increased exports, 
and a reduction in output point to a slightly 
higher over-all price level in 1957. Prices 
paid by farmers, particularly for items pro
duced by industry, are likely to continue 
slowly upward.

The following are summaries of outlook 
statements by the Department of Agricul
ture for individual commodities.

Cotton

The sharp increase in disappearance is re
sulting from larger exports, since domestic 
mill consumption is expected to decline 
slightly from the 1955-56 level. Export sales 
programs and the small stocks of cotton 
abroad at the beginning of the current season 
are the principal reasons for the substantial 
gains expected in exports.

Export sales prices for the 5,700,000 bales 
sold by the Commodity Credit Corporation 
during the current season have been 6.5 
cents below the loan rate for the 1956 cotton 
crop and about 8.5 cents below the rate for 
the 1955 crop. Prices for the 1957 crop will 
depend, to some extent, on support levels to 
be announced and on the outturn of cotton, 
which may be reduced if participation in 
the Acreage Reserve Program of the Soil 
Bank is moderately active.

Wheat

A substantial reduction in wheat output is 
indicated for 1957. Poor weather conditions 
and participation in the Soil Bank have re
duced the indicated production of winter 
wheat this year to approximately 625 million 
bushels, or about 15 percent below the 1956

Disappearance of cot
ton in the United States 
during the 1956-57 season 
is expected to exceed pro
duction for the first time 
since the 1950-51 market

ing year. The disappearance is estimated at 
approximately 15,500,000 bales, or about 
a fifth greater than the 1956 production and 
the largest disappearance since the 1926-27 
marketing year.
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outturn and 28 percent below the 10-year 
(1945-54) average.

Although the carry-over of wheat on July 
1, 1957, is expected to be about the same 
as a year earlier, prospects point to a mod
erate decline in total wheat stocks at the 
beginning of the marketing year in 1958.

The minimum national average support 
price for the 1957 wheat crop is $2 per 
bushel, or the same as the final support price 
announced for the 1956 crop.

Rice

Prospects for greatly increased exports are 
expected to reduce materially the record 
carry-over of rice by the end of the 1956-57 
marketing year. The carry-over on August 
1, 1956, is estimated at around 34,600,000 
hundredweight, which, together with the 
1956 crop and a small quantity of imports, 
places total supplies at an all-time high of
81.200.000 hundredweight.

The prospective increase in United States 
exports (mostly under Government assist
ance programs) is possible because rice sur
pluses in other major exporting countries, 
which accumulated during the 1954-55 sea
son, have been largely eliminated.

As a result of the increased exports and 
an expected domestic disappearance of about
25.700.000 hundredweight, the carry-over 
at the end of July 1957 may be reduced to 
about 17 million hundredweight, or about 
half the year-earlier stocks.

Feed Supplies

The outlook for feed supplies 
during the 1956-57 feeding season 
is similar to that during the past 
few years. The current supply of 
feed concentrates, which is close 
to a record 200 million tons, ap

pears adequate to meet total domestic and 
export requirements and to boost carry-over 
stocks about 10 percent by the close of the 
1956-57 season.

Hay supplies also are near record levels 
and are ample for the present number of

forage-consuming livestock to be fed in most 
areas of the country. A notable exception is 
the area extending from the western Corn 
Belt into Colorado and southward to Texas 
and New Mexico. The bulk of the counties 
under the Emergency Feed Grain and Hay 
Programs are located in this area.

Dairy

A further moderate increase in milk pro
duction is probable in 1957. The indicated 
output of 129 billion to 130 billion pounds 
compares with the estimated outturn of 127 
billion pounds for 1956. The rising trend in 
output per cow probably will continue this 
year. Supplies of dairy products are likely 
to exceed purchases by commercial outlets, 
and the quantity sold to the CCC under the 
price support program may equal the 5 
billion pounds purchased in each of the past 
2 years.

With the expected increases in consumer 
incomes and population, consumer demand 
for dairy products in 1957 is likely to be at 
least as strong as it was a year earlier. Retail 
prices of several dairy products, including 
fluid milk, may average higher than those in 
1956.

Cattle

Total cattle slaughter in 1957 likely will 
equal that in 1956, with weather conditions 
influencing actual changes. The most sig
nificant difference is the prospect that cattle 
will be sent to market at lighter weights. If 
this prospect materializes, total tonnage of 
beef would be reduced. Feeders’ profits are 
not likely to be reduced by the discounts for 
overweight and overfinished beef which oc
curred in 1956. In addition, there may be a 
more evenly distributed supply of fed beef 
throughout the year.

Prices of fed cattle this winter probably 
will be seasonally lower than the relatively 
high prices received in the early fall of 1956; 
however, they are expected to remain above 
the levels in the first half of 1956. On the 
other hand, a price rise this summer equal 
to that during the past summer is not likely 
to materialize.
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Sheep and Lambs

The long-awaited upturn 
in sheep and lamb produc
tion has not yet been realized. 
Sheep output has been in
creasing in the East, but the 

higher cost of labor and drought in the South
west have prevented an upswing in numbers. 
Higher returns in 1956 for most sheepmen 
and more favorable weather in 1957 could 
result in a build-up of herds in the near 
future.

Lamb prices are always affected by prices 
of other meat animals, especially those for 
steers. Chances are good that prices will be 
at a higher level during the first half of 1957, 
but it is less probable that they will remain 
so in the second half.

Poultry

The output of eggs, broilers, and turkeys 
this year is likely to exceed the 1956 record 
production of each of these commodities. 
The trend toward greater specialization in 
egg production, financing arrangements, and 
vertical integration of broiler production 
(coordinated control of broiler operations 
from hatching through the distribution of 
the broilers) are the primary reasons for the 
expected high output.

Prices for broilers may average close to 
1956 levels, while those for eggs and turkeys 
are likely to be somewhat lower. Broiler pro
duction is expected to remain near the point 
where increased supplies result in prices 
which exceed production costs by only a 
small margin.

Combine Shallu

Combine Shallu, or Double Dwarf Early 
Shallu, is the first new variety of Shallu-type 
sorghum to be developed and distributed. 
(The original Shallu is a group of tall sor
ghums grown mostly in northeastern India.) 
The new variety resulted from 10 years of 
plant breeding work by the Texas Agricul
tural Experiment Substation at Lubbock in

New Mexico Cotton Field 
Cleanup

In an amendment to Pink Bollworm 
Q uarantine Order N o. 6, the New  
Mexico State Department of Agricul
ture recently requested that farmers in 
southern Dona Ana County complete 
cleanup of their cotton fields by mid
night February 28, 1957.

According to Dallas Rierson, Direc
tor of the department, there has been 
a serious build-up of the pink bollworm 
in southern Dona Ana County and 
adjacent areas in Texas and Mexico 
during the past 2 years. Control officials 
in these areas have agreed that estab
lishment of a final date for field cleanup 
will help to control the pink bollworm 
and also prevent further build-up of the 
pest.

cooperation with the Midwest Research 
Institute and the Corn Products Refining 
Company.

Combine Shallu makes uniform growth, 
tillers freely, matures early, and threshes 
clean and easily. The variety blooms in 60 
days and matures in 95 days. Its grain yield 
is similar to that of other varieties of the 
same maturity. The grain has a higher weight 
per bushel than other grain sorghums and is 
1 to 2 percent higher in protein content than 
most varieties.

Combine Shallu grain is a valuable substi
tute for corn, wheat, and other cereals used 
in flour and meal for human consumption. 
In addition, it is satisfactory for popping. 
The kernels are smaller than those of pop
corn but are more tender, have less hull, and 
are as flavorful and nutritious.

The new grain sorghum variety has con
siderable resistance to common foliage dis
eases, especially in humid areas along the 
Gulf Coast. However, it is susceptible to 
kernel smut, and the seed should be treated 
before planting. The grain is much more re-
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sistant to weevil attacks than other varieties, 
and the loose, open heads discourage birds 
and head worms. In addition, the grain does 
not absorb water readily and is resistant to 
molds and weathering in the fields.

Certified Combine Shallu seed should be 
available for general planting in 1957. Cer
tified seed growers may obtain foundation 
seed from the Foundation Seed Section, 
Texas Agricultural Experiment Station, 
College Station, Texas.

Some Animals Gain Faster!

The ability of some ani
mals to gain or maintain 
body weight on less feed than 
is required by other animals 
of their breed is an inherit
able quality, states L. A. 
Maddox, Jr., Extension ani

mal husbandm an w ith Texas A. & M. 
College.

Comparison of research results indicates 
that breeding for feed efficiency can be ap
plied profitably to all types of livestock pro
duction by breeding animals that use feed 
more efficiently than present-day commer
cial types.

For example, the United States Depart
ment of Agriculture found that steers 
selected especially for their ability to pro
duce meat efficiently put on 2Vi pounds a 
day, while standard commercial steers gained 
only 2 pounds with the same ration. Like
wise, the efficient gaining animals reach 
market finish with standard weight and car
cass quality. Some unusual animals in test 
lots gain as much as 3 pounds a day, and 
research workers are sure that they can get 
these gains in the type and kind of beef 
cattle that breeders and buyers prefer.

Feed represents the highest single produc
tion cost, and anything that can be done to 
cut feed costs means more money in the 
stockm an’s pocket, according to Mr. 
Maddox.

Oklahoma Agricultural Experiment Station, 
Stillwater:

Reaction of Small-Grain Varieties and 
Hybrids to Greenbug Attack, Techni
cal Bulletin No. T-55, by R. G. 
Dahms, T. H. Johnston, A. M. Schle- 
huber, and E. A. Wood, Jr.

Pasture Grazing Trials on Various Land 
Types, Bulletin B-445, by J. Q. Lynd, 
W. C. Elder, and Robert Totusek.

Producing and Dehydrating Sweet Pota
toes for Livestock Feed, Bulletin B-447, 
by Frank B. Cross.

The Influence of Propogation Procedures 
on the Activity of Lactic Cultures, 
Bulletin B-446, by H. C. Olson, R. F. 
Benchboard, and F. D. Cohenour.

Wheat, Oats, and Barley in State-wide 
Variety Tests, 1950-1954, Bulletin 
B-456, by Roy M. Oswalt.

Comparative Performance of Several 
Broiler Strains and Crosses with White 
or Near-White Plumage Color, Bulle
tin B-458, by George F. Godfrey, B. 
L. Goodman, George W. Newell, R. 
H. Thayer, and R. B. Thompson.

Supplements of Different Protein and 
Vitamin-Mineral Content for Winter
ing Bred Yearling Heifers, Bulletin 
B-460, by A. B. Nelson, R. W. Mac- 
Vicar, W. D. Campbell, and O. B. Ross.

Huller-Cleaners for Castor Bean Harvest
ers, Bulletin B-461, by Leonard G. 
Schoenleber.

Copies of these bulletins may be obtained 
by request to the experiment station.

The Agricultural News Letter is prepared in
the Research Department under the direction
of J. Z. Rowe, Agricultural Economist.
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