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T H E  S O I L  B A N K  A C T

The provisions of the Soil Bank Act, 
which is one of five sections in the Agricul
tural Act of 1956, supplement acreage allot
ments and marketing quotas authorized 
under previous legislation.

Two separate programs are provided 
under the Soil Bank Act — the Acreage 
Reserve Program and the Conservation 
Reserve Program. Participation in either or 
both is voluntary, with the exception that 
corn growers in commercial areas are 
required to participate in the Acreage 
Reserve Program to be eligible for price 
supports on corn.

To qualify for soil bank payments, partici
pants must comply with all allotments or 
base acreages established for their farms. 
Acreages devoted to the acreage reserve in 
any year cannot be included as land in the 
conservation reserve, and vice versa.

The basis of both programs is a written 
contract between the Government and the 
participating farmer. Acreages withdrawn 
from the production of a commodity under 
either of them will be treated as if they were 
planted to the commodity in the computa
tion of future allotments or base acreages. 
Thus, the farmer will not jeopardize future 
base histories by diverting crop acreages.

Under the Acreage Reserve Program, the 
producer agrees not to graze livestock on 
the “reserved” land. Under the Conservation 
Reserve Program, livestock are not to be 
grazed on the land before January 1, 1959, 
or later, as stated in the contract. An annual 
expenditure of $1,200,000,000 is author
ized for both programs. Local county Agri

cultural Stabilization and Conservation com
mittees are charged with administration at 
the county level.

Acreage Reserve Program

The objective of the Acreage Reserve Pro
gram— which will be in effect from 1956 
through 1959 —  is to encourage a reduction 
in the acreages of basic crops. In order to 
be eligible for benefits, a farmer must under
plant his acreage allotments or base acre
ages of wheat, cotton, corn (in commercial 
areas), peanuts, rice, and certain types of 
tobaccos.

National acreage reserve goals for 1956 
for commodities important to the Southwest 
are: Cotton, 1,500,000 to 3,000,000 acres; 
peanuts and rice, 50,000 to 100,000 acres; 
and wheat, 5,000,000 to 8,000,000 acres.

The farmer must designate a specific acre
age which will be withdrawn from produc
tion, within the minimum and maximum 
acreage limitations as determined by the Sec
retary of Agriculture. The minimum and 
maximum acreages of the basic crops which 
may be placed in the acreage reserve are as
follows.

Crop Minimum acreage Maximum acreage

The larger of 
10 percent of 

the allotment or

The larger of 
half of the 

allotment or

Wheat 5 acres 50 acres
Rice 5 acres 50 acres
Cotton 2 acres 10 acres
Peanuts 1 acre 10 acres

Compensation to producers for partici
pating in the program will be made at levels 
which will encourage them to underplant



2 AGRICULTURAL NEWS LETTER

their allotments for more than 1 year. Pay
ments which farmers can earn for partici
pating in the Acreage Reserve Program will 
be determined by multiplying yields by a 
base unit rate. The 1956 national average 
base unit rates on crops important to the 
Southwest are the following.

Cotton (pound)................................$0.15
Wheat (bushel)...............................  1.20*
Rice (hundredweight)....................  2.25
Peanuts — except Valencias

and Virginias (pound)......................03
♦The rate is 60 percent of the national average support price, 

with the usual differentials for local areas.

For participating in the Acreage Reserve 
Program, the farmer will receive compen
sation in cash through the issuance of nego
tiable certificates. In the case of grains, the 
grower can receive payment in cash or an 
equal value of grain from the Commodity 
Credit Corporation.

Expenditures for the entire Acreage Re
serve Program cannot exceed $750,000,000 
in any year, and the maximum which can 
be expended for any one commodity for any 
year is as follows.

Wheat ................................$375,000,000
Cotton ........................   300,000,000
Corn .................................  300,000,000
Peanuts .............................  7,000,000
Rice .................................... 23,000,000
Tobacco.............................  45,000,000

Because of the late enactment of the legis
lation, there have been modifications in the 
requirements for participating in the pro
gram for 1956.

Special provisions allow a farmer to par
ticipate in the program if he underplanted 
in anticipation of complying with the 1956 
Acreage Reserve Program or if he under- 
planted because of adverse weather condi
tions. The grower is also eligible if he has 
complied with his acreage allotment for a 
particular crop and a part of that crop was 
not harvested because it was destroyed by

natural causes. The producer will be eligible 
for payments if he plows or otherwise phys
ically incorporates growing crops into the 
soil or if he mows crops prior to established 
deadlines.

Conservation Reserve Program

The objective of the Conservation Re
serve Program is to divert present cropland 
to grasses or trees. A total expenditure of 
$450,000,000 annually is authorized for the 
program. Prior to February 1 each year, the 
Secretary of Agriculture will announce the 
national conservation reserve goal.

The Secretary is authorized to enter into 
contracts with producers for a minimum of 
3 years and a maximum of 10 years (15 
years in the case of tree cover), under which 
the producer devotes part of his cropland 
to resource-conserving uses. Under this pro
gram, a participating farmer may earn two 
types of payments.

1. The Secretary of Agriculture is author
ized to pay a fair share of the costs of 
establishing and maintaining vegetative 
cover, water storage facilities, or other 
resource-conserving practices on the 
designated acreage.

2. Annual payments will be made to the 
producer which will provide a fair and 
reasonable rate of return on the land 
established in vegetative cover.

The Secretary of Agriculture is required 
to provide adequate safeguards to protect 
the interests of tenants and sharecroppers. 
These safeguards will include provisions for 
sharing on a fair and equitable basis in pay
ments or compensation received under the 
program. Also, provisions will be made to 
prevent renters from being forced off farms.

New Texas Water Projects

The Secretary of Agriculture recently 
announced final state and Federal clearance 
of the first locally initiated projects under 
the W atershed P ro tec tion  and F lood
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Prevention Act. Three Texas projects — 
Cummins Creek, Lower Brushy Creek, and 
Upper Brushy Creek — are the largest, 
from the standpoint of acreage involved, of 
the 13 upstream projects approved in nine 
states.

The Cummins Creek Watershed includes 
204,896 acres in Lee, Fayette, Austin, and 
Colorado Counties. It is sponsored by the 
Burleson-Lee, Bastrop-Fayette, Colorado, 
and Austin-Washington Soil Conservation 
Districts and by the commissioners’ courts 
of Lee, Colorado, and Fayette Counties with 
the cooperation of the Cummins Creek 
Watershed Association.

The Lower Brushy Creek Subwatershed 
consists of 138,240 acres in Milam and 
Williamson Counties and is sponsored by 
the Taylor Soil Conservation District with 
the cooperation of the Brushy Creek Water
shed Association.

The Upper Brushy Creek Subwatershed 
includes 191,360 acres in W illiam son 
County and is sponsored by the same groups 
as the Lower Brushy Creek project.

The Soil Conservation Service —  in co
operation with the Forest Service and other 
Federal, state, and local agencies and groups 
— will provide technical and financial assist
ance in the water projects.

Texas Bankers to Aid 4-H 
Foundation

F o u r-H  C lub  w ork  
th roughou t the United 
States will benefit from a 
special fund being raised 
by Texas bankers. Under 
the leadership of Art P. 
Bralley, Vice President of 
the American National 

Bank of Amarillo, Texas, long-time friends 
and supporters of the 4-H Club have joined 
in a national fund-raising effort for the 
National 4-H Club Foundation.

According to Mr. Bralley. state chairman 
of the national fund-raising effort, the 
National 4-H Club Foundation is a non
profit, educational organization which not 
only helps improve and expand 4-H Club 
work in the United States but also provides 
an opportunity for the young people of this 
country to promote world understanding 
and peace.

Mr. Bralley states that many banks are 
supporting 4-H Club work at the local level 
and urges all banks to give consideration to 
the support of the N ational 4-H Club 
F oundation .

Calcium Supplement in Cattle 
Rations

If legumes are not included in the fatten
ing ration for cattle, there may be a defi
ciency of calcium in the feed, according to 
U. D. Thompson, Extension animal hus
bandman of Texas A. & M. College. Cal
cium is especially important in rations for 
young animals since it contributes to bone 
development.

Calcium may be supplied in many forms, 
such as pulverized limestone, oystershell, 
and calcium carbonate. Mr. Thompson says 
that 1 ounce of calcium in any of these forms 
in the daily ration should make up for any 
calcium deficiency due to the absence of 
legumes in the feed.

Steamed bonemeal, which contains both 
calcium and phosphorus, is another valuable 
calcium supplement. The bonemeal can be 
fed free-choice in a box next to the salt box 
but should have some covering to protect it 
from the weather.

Knox Wheat

Knox — a new, high-quality, soft red 
winter wheat variety — is recommended by 
Texas A. & M. College for the following 
nine north-central counties of the State: 
Collin, Cooke, Dallas, Denton, Fannin, 
Grayson, Hunt, Rockwall, and Tarrant.
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Wheat Producers to Vote
On July 20, wheat growers will vote 

in a referendum to determine whether 
or not marketing quotas will be in 
effect on the 1957 wheat crop. Two- 
thirds of the voting farmers must favor 
the quotas to make them effective. 
Producers who will harvest more than 
15 acres of wheat as grain in 1957 are 
eligible to vote in the referendum.

In addition to producing high yields of 
good-quality soft wheat, Knox has good 
mature-plant resistance to leaf rust, mildew, 
and some races of loose smut. It is suscep
tible to stem rust but usually escapes damage 
because of its early  m aturity . Knox is 
expected to furnish earlier grazing in the 
nine-county area than varieties commonly 
grown in the region.

According to the report, soft red winter 
wheat is recommended for grain production 
only in areas where there is a local demand 
for soft w heat for the m anufacture  of 
family-type flour for home baking. Under 
present conditions, Knox should be grown 
only in the north-central Texas counties 
listed above and should be produced in 
those areas only if there are local markets 
for this type of wheat.

Bindweed Can Be Controlled!

Bindweed — so called because of its 
twining habit — can be controlled on large 
acreages of cropland through competitive 
cropping, intensive cultivation, and the use 
of 2,4-D.

These practices are recommended as a 
result of experiments conducted in the Texas 
Panhandle since 1949 by A. F. Weise and 
H. E. Rea, agronomists for the Amarillo 
Experiment Station and the Main Station at 
College Station, respectively.

Wheat was the best competitive crop used 
in the studies. Sorghum was not easily estab

lished during the summer when the weeds 
were growing vigorously.

A fallow-wheat system, in which intensive 
cultivation was used during the fallow 
periods, eliminated 92 percent of the weeds 
in 3 years. The 2,4-D was applied in the 
fall prior to wheat planting or in the spring 
when the wheat was fully tillered.

Patches of bindweed up to half an acre 
in size were eradicated with applications of 
soil sterilants, such as sodium chlorate, Con
centrated Borascu, Atlacide, Polybor Chlor
ate, and Karmex W at rates of 5, 16, 7, 12, 
and 3/s pounds, respectively, per square rod. 
One application of a soil sterilant seldom 
eliminated bindweed completely; re-treat
ments usually were necessary for complete 
eradication.

Publications

Oklahoma Agricultural Experiment Station, 
Stillwater;

A Survey of Spinach Markets and Mar
keting in Eastern Oklahoma, Bulletin 
No. B-468, by Durward Brewer.

Ginning Research at Chickasha, Okla
homa, 1951-1955, Technical Bulletin 
No. T-59, by James A. Luscombe.

Physical C haracteristics and F ield  
Performance of Mechanically Graded 
Acid Delinted Cottonseed, Technical 
Bulletin T-60, by Jay Porterfield and 
Edward M. Smith.

Texas Agricultural Experiment Station, 
College Station:

Greenhouse Cooling, MP-163, by A. F. 
DeWerth and R. C. Jaska.

Copies of these releases may be obtained 
by request to the experiment stations.

The Agricultural News Letter is prepared in
the Research Department under the direction
of J. Z. Rowe, Agricultural Economist.
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