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THE CATTLE SITUATION

Inventories of livestock on the Nation’s 
farms and ranches as of January 1 this year 
indicate that total livestock slaughter and 
meat production will advance to new highs 
during 1956, according to the United States 
Department of Agriculture.

The number of cattle and calves increased
873.000 during 1955 to reach a record
97.465.000 on January 1, 1956. The in
crease is the seventh consecutive rise since 
the low point in the cattle cycle in 1949. Hog 
numbers on farms at the beginning of 1956 
were 9 percent larger than a year earlier. 
The inventory of stock sheep was almost 
unchanged, but fewer lambs were on feed.

Total cattle numbers on January 1 were 
27 percent above the 1949 level. Cow num
bers were up 23 percent, as a 62-percent 
increase in beef cows more than offset a 
decline in milk cows. However, the Depart
ment of Agriculture believes that the cyclical 
increase in cattle production is slowly coming 
to a halt, since the rate of increase in cow 
numbers seems to be leveling off.

The number of cows and mature heifers on 
the Nation’s farms as of January 1 was un
changed from a year earlier, as the increase 
in beef cow numbers during 1955 was offset 
by a decline in numbers of milk cows. Since 
the bulk of the increase in meat animal inven
tories was largely in classes which will be 
slaughtered this year (beef calves and steers), 
livestock slaughter and meat production are 
expected to exceed slightly the output in 
1955. Beef is expected to account for the 
major portion of the prospective increase in 
meat production, with per capita beef con

sumption forecast at 82 pounds— or 1 pound 
more than last year’s record.

Most of the increase in the beef supply is 
expected to occur during the first half of this 
year and will consist of fed beef of the better 
grades. An increasing portion of the beef 
output after midyear is expected to be inter
mediate grades.

The number of cattle on feed as of January 
1 was 1 percent larger than the record num
ber at the same time in 1955. Although there 
were 20 percent fewer calves on feed, more 
steers and heifers were in feed lots and a 
larger number of the cattle on feed were long- 
fed, heavyweight steers.

The size and productiveness of breeding 
herds are the controlling influences on broad 
trends in production, according to the De
partment of Agriculture. The large calf crop 
was the principal factor in the increase in 
cattle inventories at the beginning of this 
year.

Prices of the higher grades of fed cattle 
seem likely to improve somewhat from the 
February levels and are expected to rise 
seasonally this summer, according to the 
Department of Agriculture. Prices of middle 
and lower grades of cattle, including Stocker 
steers and heifers, probably will remain rela
tively steady and may advance slightly as 
pasturage becomes available; however, they 
are likely to decline seasonally during the 
summer. Prices of stocker and feeder cattle 
may remain below those during the corre
sponding months last year. Price spreads 
between grades probably will be wider in late
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1956 than they were at the same time a year 
earlier.

Grazing Damages Young Pines

1 i As a result of the in-
m A  creasing cattle numbers in

^  J |Y  the Southwest and expand-
ing reforestation efforts, 
farmers are faced continu- 
ally with the question of 

^ whether or not it is profit- 
I — '  able to allow grazing in

— young pine plantations.

May 1 and should be sufficiently moderate 
so that not more than half of the green forage 
is used during the season. Desirable green 
forage is sparse in late winter and early 
spring, and browsing damage increases at 
this time.

Mr. Hoffman says that the only positive 
way to prevent serious grazing damage is to 
keep livestock out of young plantations until 
the pines are 6 to 8 feet high. If this is im
practical, grazing should be controlled very 
carefully.

Tomorrow’s Sheep

Between 1946 and 1954, studies of cattle
grazing damage to pine seedlings were made 
on eight plantations by the Southern Forest 
Experiment Station of the United States De
partment of Agriculture’s Forest Service.

According to G. O. Hoffman, Extension 
range specialist of Texas A. & M. College, 
results of the studies can help landowners 
decide how much —  if any — grazing to per
mit on their plantations. The following are 
the principal conclusions reached from obser
vations in the areas where grazing damage 
was unusually heavy and where, for the most 
part, grazing was uncontrolled.

© Cattle rarely graze pine foliage where 
other green forage is available, but some 
trampling and browsing damage usually oc
curs when cattle are allowed in young pine 
plantations. Seedling losses are excessive in 
any place where cattle concentrate or over
graze.

•  The greatest losses from trampling oc
cur during the first year after planting and 
the first 2 years after seeding the pines. The 
longleaf variety incurs heavier losses from 
trampling than does slash or loblolly pine 
since longleaf seedlings remain in the vul
nerable grass stage for several years, with 
large terminal buds close to the ground.

•  If grazing is permitted the first few 
years after planting, it should not start before

Some day, sheep with 
wrinkled bodies and 
woolly faces may be a 
thing of the past in the 
United States. For many 
years, these characteris
tics have been liabilities 

to the sheep industry in this country, where 
meat production is the major purpose of the 
animals. Breeding sheep without these traits, 
therefore, will result in higher profits and 
better production efficiency.

Progress in improving the smooth body 
and open-face characteristics in new lines of 
sheep has been encouraging, according to 
reports from the Sheep Experiment Station 
of the United States Department of Agricul
ture at Dubois, Idaho, and the Idaho Agri
cultural Experiment Station. Scientists say 
that they have gone about 90 percent of the 
way in removing skin folds and wrinkles 
from selected fine-wool Rambouillet rams 
and ewes being used in the experiments and 
50 percent of the way in eliminating wool 
blindness in the animals.

In several years of comparison trials at 
Dubois, open-faced sheep proved to be better 
meat producers than wool-blind ewes of the 
same breed kept in the same flocks. In the 
western area of the United States, where grass 
sometimes is scarce, wool-blind sheep may 
have difficulty in finding sufficient feed. Wool- 
blind ewes usually produce fewer lambs
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(which weigh less at weaning time) than do 
open-faced sheep. In the Dubois studies, the 
open-faced ewes produced an annual average 
of about 75 pounds of lamb (live weight), or 
11 pounds more than the output of wool- 
blind ewes.

Sheepmen in the western range area esti
mate that the first 50 pounds of lamb a ewe 
produces are required to pay production 
costs. Since the average output of a wool- 
blind ewe is only about 64 pounds of lamb 
at weaning time, the grower’s net return is 
14 pounds per year. A grower with open- 
faced ewes averages a net return of 25 pounds 
of lamb per year, or 78 percent more than 
the wool-blind ewes.

Among the advantages of smooth-skinned 
sheep compared with wrinkled animals are 
easier shearing and the production of longer- 
staple wool. Feeders prefer open-faced, 
smooth-skinned lambs, and packers often 
pay less for wrinkled lambs because of their 
heavy pelts.

Effect of Age at First Calving 
on Beef Cattle Performance

Results of 7V2 -year tests show that beef 
cows which calved first as 2-year-olds pro
duced more pounds of beef per cow than a 
similar group which calved first as 3-year- 
olds, according to a report from Oklahoma 
A. & M. College.

The test, which runs for the lifetime of 
the cows in each group, is designed to deter
mine whether it is more profitable to have 
heifers calve first as 2-year-olds or as 3-year- 
olds. During the 7 Vi -year study, calving 
heifers as 2-year-olds resulted in about 0.8 
extra calf per cow.

Another purpose of the test is to determine 
the most satisfactory levels of supplemental 
winter feeding for bred cows grazing on good 
native grass. A low level of winter supple
mentation— 1 pound of 41 percent protein 
supplement per head daily — reduced the

total feed cost about 25 percent as compared 
with a 2Vi -pound level. Thus far, there has 
been no detrimental effect on the cows; how
ever, they will be carried through an entire 
lifetime before final conclusions are reached.

Keep Milking Equipment Clean

Milking equipment should be 
kept spick and span, as dirty 
equipment is the greatest cause 
of milk contamination, says E. E. 
Anderson, Extension dairyman 
of New Mexico A. & M. College.

Open seams, cracks, dents, and scratches 
are danger points in the equipment. Also, 
rubber parts of milking machines that have 
become worn and cracked, as well as suc
tion hose and pipelines, are other places 
where bacteria may collect and contaminate 
the milk.

A thorough job should be done in steriliz
ing milk utensils with steam or hot water. 
Otherwise, bacteria can develop a heat re
sistance that will withstand pasteurization 
treatment. Heat-resistant bacteria can create 
serious dairying problems, since they lower 
the keeping qualities of milk and dairy prod
ucts and contaminate the plant equipment 
with which they come in contact.

Mr. Anderson makes these recommenda
tions for cleansing milk equipment.

♦ Follow a “rinse-clean-rinse” routine. 
First, rinse all equipment with lukewarm or 
cold water immediately after the milk is 
poured from the utensils. Then, scrub all 
equipment with a good brush, using hot water 
and a soapless cleaner. Finally, rinse all 
equipment in scalding water of at least 180 
degrees Fahrenheit.

♦ Turn the equipment upside down on 
racks to drain and dry.

♦ Just before the next milking, rinse the 
equipment with a fresh sanitizing solution.
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Improper washing of milking utensils and 
equipment results in the building up of milk- 
stone and other deposits which usually harbor 
large numbers of bacteria.

Horizontal Silos

In some locations, horizontal silos have 
proved their practicality as replacements for 
trench silos, according to a report from Texas 
A. &M. College.

Horizontal silos are designed on the prin
ciple of trench silos. However, they are built 
on top of the ground and have self-supporting 
walls.

In order for these aboveground silos to be 
practical replacements for trench silos, they 
must be economical, conveniently located, 
properly designed, and constructed for long 
service. The disadvantage of trench silos 
is that they cannot always be located for 
adequate drainage and good feeding arrange
ments.

Since they require self-supporting walls, 
horizontal silos have been somewhat of a 
problem. In building an experimental silo, 
tilt-up concrete wall panels were used. These 
panels —  which were 6 feet high, 10 feet 
wide, and 4 inches thick — were precast or 
poured on the floor of the silo and later raised 
into position.

For support of the walls, concrete pilasters 
were poured and spaced at 10-foot intervals. 
Tests with the experimental silo revealed that 
the 4-inch concrete wall panels showed no 
signs of weakening.

According to reports from agricultural 
engineers, a silo 20 feet wide and 6 feet deep 
will cost about $4 per ton of silage storage 
space.

New Alfalfa Strain

New Mexico 11-1, a new strain of alfalfa, 
outyields and outperforms New Mexico

Common —  the standard variety for the 
State, according to Glen Staten, agronomist, 
and M. L. Wilson, associate agronomist, at 
the New Mexico Agricultural Experiment 
Station.

New Mexico 11-1 is a synthetic strain 
originating from six lines of alfalfa. Four of 
these lines have New Mexico Common as a 
parent, one is from the Buffalo variety of 
Kansas origin, and the other is from A 14 —  
a variety developed in Virginia.

In tests conducted at the New Mexico sta
tion in 1953-55, the average yield of New 
Mexico 11-1 was 9.4 percent greater than 
that of certified New Mexico Common.

The new alfalfa strain also has exception
ally good growth and quality characteristics, 
according to Messrs. Staten and Wilson. It 
begins growth a little earlier in the spring 
than New Mexico Common and recovers a 
little more quickly after cutting. It is fine
stemmed and leafy and is decidedly darker 
green in color than the standard variety for 
the State. (This color quality usually is 
associated with the high-protein content of 
hay.)

Although New Mexico 11-1 is susceptible 
to the yellow clover aphid, it seems to per
form somewhat better when under attack by 
this insect than does New Mexico Common. 
Plant breeders attribute the increased per
formance to the vigorous growth of the 
plants, as well as to the fact that the variety 
may have a slight amount of tolerance to the 
aphids.

Recent tests by Texas A. & M. College 
show that recommended rates of nitrogen, 
phosphoric acid, and potash increase the 
yield of rice but have little or no effect on 
the milling quality of the rice grown.

The Agricultural News Letter is prepared in
the Research Department under the direction
of J. Z. Rowe, Agricultural Economist.
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