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FARM PRODUCTS NEEDED TO PAY $ 1,000 OF DEBT

SELEC TED  YEARS

COMMODITY 1935
-39

1945
-49 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954

Pounds Wool
4 0 8 2 2 1 7 4 1 4 9 3 1 0 7 5 1 6 9 5 1 6 2 6 1 7 0 9

ag*
Bushels Wheat

1 1 6 8 5 2 5 5 0 0 4 6 1 4 5 9 4 9 0 4 8 1

i \ / j f

100 lb. Rice
5 7 1 191 2 0 1 1 8 2 1 7 8 1 5 9 2 0 2

100 lb. Gr. Sorghum
9 0 4 4 2 4 5 4 9 4 6 7 3 6 8 4 1 5 4 4 8

2 0 7 6 5 6 7 6

1001b. Hog
1 3 2 5 2 5 4 4 9 5 4 4 6 4 5

V
100 lb. Beef Cattle

1 8 6 6 3 4 6 3 8 4 7 7 4 7 4

f
100 lb. Lamb

1 5 4 61 4 2 3 4 4 8 5 9 6 0

l O O j K l i lk
4 6 0 1 9 6 1 8 6 1 6 0 1 4 9 1 6 3 1 8 3

1 0 3 81 9 5 7 3 81 7 1 91

Source: Based on Texas midmonth prices as reported by 
U.S.Department of Agriculture.
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F A R M  A D J U S T M E N T S  H E L P F U L

When a farmer borrows money, his abil
ity to repay it is influenced often by factors 
over which he has little or no control, such 
as the general level of prices for agricultural 
commodities and weather conditions.

The production of an individual farmer 
is such a small portion of total agricultural 
output that his sales do not affect the gen
eral level of farm commodity prices. The 
farmer may have an opportunity to adjust 
his production and marketing practices to 
sell during periods of seasonally high prices, 
seek special outlets, or sell a better-quality 
product, but often the relative increase in 
price is small.

The farmer who incurred debts during 
the 1935-39 period found that, because of 
higher prices in subsequent years, he needed 
fewer pounds of livestock or bushels of 
grain to repay his obligations. In the early 
1920’s and 1930’s, even the most efficient 
farmers found it difficult to meet annual pro
duction and living expenses — much less 
provide for depreciation reserves, retirement 
of debts, or accumulation of savings.

Prices can change suddenly and severely. 
Beef cattle prices declined about 37 percent 
from 1952 to 1953, and egg prices decreased 
around 20 percent between 1953 and 1954. 
Some farm product prices may rise or re
main relatively stable while others decline. 
For example, hog prices increased from 
1952 through 1954, while beef cattle prices 
moved downward.

Farmers and lenders should be realistic in 
appraising future farm commodity prices and 
the effects of adverse weather on production. 
Concern over year-to-year variations in 
prices and production should not over
shadow improvements the individual oper
ator can make to increase farm income. Wise 
use of borrowed capital may reduce labor 
requirements and other operating expenses, 
increase the volume of business, and improve

soil fertility over a period of years, so that 
the farmer can be in a better position to ad
just to variations.

At the present time, many farmers in the 
Eleventh Federal Reserve District are faced 
with the problem of making adjustments in 
their farming practices as a result of drought, 
lower prices, and acreage restrictions. 
Financing these adjustments may require 
loans for a period of several years.

Adjustment programs undertaken by 56 
farmers in Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, and 
Nebraska were studied by Lawrence Krei- 
der, Agricultural Economist with the Fed
eral Reserve Bank of St. Louis, Missouri. 
The programs for the borrowers, who were 
members of production credit and national 
farm loan associations, covered a 7-year 
period, usually beginning in 1946.

The average net farm income at the start 
of the improvement program was $3,087 a 
year. The program resulted in an estimated 
increase of $2,546, or 82 percent, in average 
annual net farm income. The average annual 
return expected from the improvements is 13 
percent. The net worth of the operators in 
the survey rose three times more than the 
estimated average for the Nation.

Although most of the farmers and farm 
leaders who were interviewed during the 
study indicated that the interest and manage
ment capabilities of farmers were the more 
important factors in the initiation of farm 
improvement programs, the results show that 
lenders have a great responsibility and may 
be vital in influencing farmers’ plans and 
their progress.

A Texas A. & M. College entomologist 
reports that, for every eight head of cattle 
shipped to market, the value of one is lost 
to parasitism. This means a loss of 2,000,- 
000,000 pounds of meat each year.
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Early Plowing Increases 
Wheat Yields

Studies conducted by the Kan
sas Agricultural Experiment Sta
tion show that wheat yields are 
reduced 1 bushel per acre for 
every week plowing is delayed 
after harvest of the previous crop. 
Land that was plowed in July pro

duced 25.1 bushels per acre; land plowed 
in August yielded 20.5 bushels; and yields 
on land plowed in September were only 15 
bushels an acre.

Early plowing releases plant food nutrients 
in the soil and increases soil moisture con
tent by reducing runoff, thus allowing water 
to be absorbed, and by killing weeds.

No significant difference in yields of wheat 
resulted from varying the depth of plowing. 
On fields plowed in July, yields averaged 
23.7 bushels per acre on land plowed to a 
depth of 3 inches, 25 bushels on land plowed 
7 inches deep, and 24 bushels on land plowed 
to 12 inches.

Better Grass Silage

The addition of sodium bisulfite to grass 
silage improves the quality of the feed, ac
cording to R. E. Burleson, Extension dairy 
husbandman at Texas A. & M. College. The 
chemical—commonly used to retard spoil
age in foods—checks bacterial fermentation 
in silage and results in a bright, sweet
smelling forage.

For best results, sodium bisulfite should 
be distributed evenly throughout forage at 
the rate of 8 pounds of the chemical to a ton 
of silage. Most farmers have found it prac
tical to add the chemical through the use of 
hoppers attached to field harvesters „or to 
blowers on upright silos. Costs of the treat
ment vary from $1 to $1.25 per ton of grass 
silage.

Aureomycin Increases Cattle Gains

Kansas State College recently reported re
sults of feeding tests which show that aureo
mycin in the winter ration of steer calves in
creases their daily gains about 10 percent. 
Calves given bacitracin showed no additional 
gains but produced nearly the same gains on 
less feed as a check lot of calves that re
ceived no bacitracin.

The bacitracin-fed calves ate only 88 per
cent as much silage as the check-lot calves, 
and their cost per hundredweight of gain was 
less. However, the cost per hundredweight of 
gain for the bacitracin-fed calves was slightly 
more than that for the aureomycin-fed 
calves.

Brush Control Pays

The Benavides brothers—ranchers in Jim 
Hogg County, Texas—recently received $20 
per head more for calves raised on pastures 
where brush control had been practiced than 
a neighboring rancher received for calves 
raised in brushy pastures, according to Travis 
A. King, county agent.

Forty-three calves were sold by the Bena
vides brothers for an average of $92.93 a 
head, compared with the sale price of $72.80 
per head for the neighbor’s 15 calves sold 
about the same time. The calves from both 
pastures were the same age and breed.

The neighbor’s calves were creep-fed for 
40 days, and the cows were fed 15 to 20 
pounds of hay each day. No supplemental 
feeding was needed for the cattle on the 
Benavides brothers’ ranch.

External and internal parasites claim one 
farm animal out of every 20 and cost live
stock producers about $1,000,000,000 
annually. Much of this loss could be stopped 
if producers would follow recommended 
parasite control practices, Texas A. & M. 
College scientists state.
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Supplement Rice Straw Feed

If rice straw is the only feed available to 
cattle, supplemental feeds high in protein 
and phosphorus are needed. This con
clusion was reached by Texas A. & M. Col
lege scientists as a result of recent experi
ments.

Straw was tested from three varieties of 
rice grown on Beaumont clay soil which had 
received different amounts and kinds of 
fertilizers. All of the tests showed that the 
rice straw was deficient in protein and phos
phorus for beef cattle feeding when the 
normal rates of fertilizers recommended for 
rice grain production were applied.

New Cotton Defoliant

A new cotton defoli
ant, Amino Triazole 
—  called AT —  may 
prove revolutionary. 
Dr. Wayne C. Hall, 
professor of plant phys
iology and pathology at 

Texas A. & M. College, says the new de
foliant is carried to the leaves by the plant’s 
sap stream. All other defoliants are the con
tact type.

This year, the only areas in which the 
new defoliant will be available commercially 
will be in Texas, the Delta region of Missis
sippi, and Arizona.

Under greenhouse conditions, 90.4-per
cent defoliation was obtained on potted cot
ton plants, and no regrowth occurred after 
a period of 35 days.

In field trials, a 90.6-percent defoliation 
and a regrowth of 20 percent resulted from 
the application of 1 pound of Amino Tri
azole per acre. At a rate of 1.5 pounds per 
acre, the new material gave 80-percent de
foliation and 10-percent regrowth. Most 
standard defoliants result in about 80-per
cent defoliation.

Publications

Oklahoma Agricultural Experiment Sta
tion, Stillwater:

The Development of the Oklahoma 
Brush-type Cotton Stripper, Bulletin 
No. B-422, by E. W. Schroeder and 
Jay G. Porterfield.

The Effect of Aureomycin upon the 
Growth of Dairy Cows when Admin
istered Orally, Subcutaneously and 
Intramuscularly, Technical Bulletin 
No. T-52, by Magnar Ronning and 
others.

Wheat Fertilization Studies in Western 
Oklahoma, 1951-52 and 1952-53, Bul
letin B-432, by Harold V. Eck and 
Bobby A. Stewart.

Texas Agricultural Experiment Station, 
College Station:

Brush Control, Grazing Management 
and Revegetation of Areas Infested 
with Blueberry Cedar, Progress Re
port 1721, by William J. Waldrip.

Cabbage Variety Trials in the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley, 1953-54, Progress Re
port 1718, by Paul W. Deeper.

Control of the Brown Wheat Mite, 
Progress Report 1717, by Norris E. 
Daniels.

Cool-Season Grasses in the Wichita Val
ley, Progress Report 1716, by Lester 
E. Brooks and Ethan C. Holt.

Irish Potato Variety and Strain Tests in 
the Lower Rio Grande Valley, Fall 
1953-Spring 1954, Progress Report 
1719, by Paul W. Deeper.

Copies of these releases may be obtained 
by request to the respective publishers.

The Agricultural News Letter is prepared in
the Research Department under the direction
of J. Z. Rowe, Agricultural Economist.
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