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More Profit with Fall Calves

The experience of Texas A. 8b M. College, 
as well as that of many southwestern farm
ers, shows that beef calves dropped in the 
fall of the year frequently are more profit
able than spring calves. Under southwestern 
climatic conditions, fall calves make more 
efficient use of pasture, are heavier at wean
ing time, and sell on a more favorable market 
than calves dropped in the spring.

The 20 calves used in the Texas A. 8b M. 
College tests in 1952 were dropped between 
September 28 and November 20, 1951, and 
were sold in May and June the following 
spring at an average live weight of about 
480 pounds. The mothers of these calves 
were fed hay and concentrates during the 
winter months, as necessary, to keep them 
in reasonably good condition. Bur clover, 
Bermuda grass, and Sudan grass supplied 
most of the pasturage. The calves were not 
given any additional feed. Carcass grades of 
the calves were: two, U. S. Choice; 17, U. S. 
Good; and one, U. S. Commercial.

The prices received for the calves sold 
in 1952 probably are not typical, in view of 
the sharp decline that occurred in all cattle 
prices during the latter half of the year. 
However, the normal seasonal pattern for 
prices of grass-fat calves indicates that prices 
in May and June are likely to be higher than 
in the fall months. Since most calves are 
dropped in the spring, there is a large vol
ume of these animals moving to market dur
ing the fall months, usually resulting in lower 
prices during October and November.

In discussing the beef cattle program, 
Texas A. 8b M. College specialists point out 
several advantages of fall calves over spring 
calves. As already mentioned, calves dropped 
between September and December usually 
are heavier at weaning time and, under nor
mal conditions, can be expected to sell on a 
stronger market.

One of the principal reasons for the 
heavier weaning weights is the fact that 
calves dropped in the fall are large enough 
to make efficient utilization of the flush 
growth of grasses and clovers in the early 
spring. Also, the mother cows milk heavier 
during this flush grazing season, and the 
larger calves are able to use the increased 
milk flow. Another factor enabling the calves 
to gain faster is that they put on weight 
ahead of the midsummer heat.

Experience also has shown that when 
calves are born in the fall, very few of the 
mother cows need to be milked out since 
the calves are able to take all of the milk 
produced.

There are some disadvantages to fall 
calves, including heavier labor requirements 
for taking care of the cows and calves dur
ing the winter months and somewhat higher 
feed requirements during periods when sup
plemental feeding may be necessary. How
ever, the college specialists point out that on 
most farms there usually is more labor avail
able during the winter months and that, 
quite frequently, the best pastures grow dur
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ing the fall, winter, and spring months. Thus, 
the plan of having calves dropped in the 
fall capitalizes on the surplus of labor dur
ing winter months and on the more favor
able grazing season.

This program should not be attempted 
without making provisions for ample feed 
production and storage. In most years, 
storms, cold weather, or drought makes it 
necessary to do some supplemental feeding. 
Therefore, any livestock program should in
clude the storing of an adequate amount of 
hay or silage and some concentrate feed, 
such as grains and cottonseed meal, to pro
vide feed during periods when adequate 
grazing is not available.

The profitableness of fall calves may well 
depend upon the program of winter pastures 
to provide inexpensive, high-quality feed 
from September to June. For many years, 
southwestern farmers have relied heavily on 
small grains for these winter pastures. They 
still are among the best crops for this use. 
However, it will pay dividends to use the im
proved varieties that are winter hardy. These 
include Mustang oats, Cordova barley, and 
most wheat varieties.

Several winter legumes —  such as vetch, 
bur clover, button clover, and, in southern 
areas, hubam and Madrid sweet clovers —  
also provide excellent grazing during the 
cool season (September through June).

Permanent cool-season pastures of adapted 
grasses and legumes also have a place in the 
livestock program of most southwestern 
farms. These pastures require more care in 
the preparation of the seed bed and take 
about a year to become firmly established. 
However, they can be left in sod for many 
years without reseeding.

Some mixtures that have shown promise 
at the Texas Research Foundation include 
button or black medic clover in combination 
with orchard grass, tall fescue, and smooth 
Brome grass. This mixture should be planted 
in the fall and should not be grazed the first 
year. Surplus growth can be removed as hay.

Persons interested in establishing perma
nent pastures should consult their county 
agricultural agents or visit nearby experi
ment stations to obtain detailed information 
on methods of preparing seed beds, kinds 
and amounts of seed to use, fertilizer recom
mendations, and other points that can make 
the difference between success or failure in 
establishing these pastures.

Rotation Grazing Increases Forage 
50 Percent

Studies by the Texas A. & M. College and 
other research organizations show that for
age production on pastures grazed in rotation 
was as much as 50 percent more than simi
lar pastures grazed continuously.

The rotation grazing program provides for 
division of the pasture into several rela
tively small areas. The cattle are permitted 
to graze only one area at a time. As soon 
as the forage is fairly well consumed on the  
first plot, they are moved to fresh pasture. 
Cattle are rotated in this manner so that 
they have a fresh pasture every few weeks. 
Some dairymen in California provide a fresh 
pasture each day.

Rotation grazing enables the plants in the 
pasture to make new growth and strengthen 
their root systems after each grazing period. 
Moreover, by confining the animals to a 
smaller area, more complete utilization is 
made of the grasses and legumes.

Rotation grazing pays off in another way. 
Animals which have access to fresh, suc
culent pasture every few weeks or every few  
days consume more roughage; hence, dairy 
cows usually produce more milk, and beef 
cattle put on faster gains.

E. M. Trew, pasture specialist for the 
Texas Agricultural Extension Service, points 
out that portable electric fences can be used 
to divide pastures for rotation grazing. Mr. 
Trew also says that proper fertilization is 
important in getting the maximum amount
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of feed from a pasture. Many pastures will 
make efficient use of nitrogen fertilizer 
every 60 to 90 days when there is ample 
moisture available. The application of fer
tilizer should not be delayed until weeds be
gin to take over the area. A regular fertili
zation program, based on the needs of the 
soil and the crops, should be followed.

Hot Weather Tips

Animals suffer from hot summer weather 
just as humans do. Moreover, most farm 
animals do not perspire; thus, it is more dif
ficult for their bodies to adjust to unusually 
high temperatures.

Uncomfortable animals are poor pro
ducers. This means less milk, less gain in 
weight, and fewer eggs during the hot sum
mer weather. Farmers can do several things 
to alleviate the ill effects of high tempera
tures and thus help to keep production at 
the highest possible level. Dr. C. M. Patter
son, Extension veterinarian with the Texas 
Agricultural Extension Service, offers the 
following suggestions:

♦ Maintain an adequate supply of fresh, 
cool water at all times.

♦ Provide plenty of well-ventilated shade.

♦ Feed according to activity so that breed
ing, laying, dairy, or work animals are not 
overweight.

♦ Do not force animals to exercise or be
come excited during the hot part of the day.

♦ Control insects that annoy or injure ani
mals, such as screwworms, wool maggots, flies, 
and ticks.

Increasing Summer Egg 
Production

Egg production during hot weather usually 
drops sharply, but E. D. Parnell, professor 
of poultry at Texas A. 8b M. College, points 
out several ways to avoid this summer slump 
in egg production.

Plenty of fresh, 
c le a n  w a t e r  
should be pro
vided at all times. 
If the birds do 
not eat a normal 

amount of feed, the addition of milk or water 
to the mash fed at noon will help stimulate 
their appetites. As a guide to how much the 
laying hen should consume, Mr. Parnell 
points out that a 4-pound hen needs 56 
pounds of feed a year to stay alive, but if 
she eats 81 pounds of a well-balanced feed, 
she will have enough to stay alive and 
healthy and to lay at least 200 eggs.

Cotton Defoliation for Lower 
Rio Grande Valley

Defoliation of cotton to facilitate harvest
ing is becoming increasingly important. Dur
ing 1952 the Texas Agricultural Experiment 
Station conducted tests with five different 
defoliation chemicals in the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley of Texas.

The tests show that all five materials used 
—  Shed-A-Leaf, monosodium cyanam id  
(X 5), De-Fol-Ate, P.C.B., and endothal —  
gave satisfactory results. Percent defoliation 
ranged from 75 to 93, with the highest per
centage obtained with Shed-A-Leaf on cot
ton that was spaced about 8 inches apart in 
the row.

Application of the defoliant was made with 
a high-clearance, self-propelled spray machine 
carrying 10 nozzles per row of cotton —  four 
on each side of the row and two above the 
plants. The machine traveled at a speed of 
4 miles per hour, and 25 gallons of spray were 
applied per acre, with a nozzle pressure of 60 
pounds per square inch. This arrangement 
gave excellent coverage, even though the cot
ton was tall and rank.

The specialists conducting the tests point 
out that the timing of the application of the 
defoliants is very important. The best time
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to carry out the defoliation program is when 
the youngest bolls to be harvested are about 
30 days old. Consideration should be given 
to the stalk destruction deadline in the com
munity and defoliation applied sufficiently 
early to permit completion of the harvest by 
the deadline. In most cases, defoliation will 
be obtained in from 8 to 10 days after the 
defoliant is applied.

Sprays were used in these tests, because 
dusts are effective only when there is ade
quate dew on the plants and no wind. Neither 
of these conditions normally is prevalent in 
the Lower Rio Grande Valley.

It should be pointed out that good defolia
tion is affected by the condition of the cot
ton plant, with the best results being obtained 
when the plants are mature and yet showing 
some growth. Cotton that has been suffering 
from drought is much more difficult to de
foliate.

“Dangerous” Tractors

Many of the injuries and fatalities that 
occur on the Nation’s farms and ranches in
volve tractors. More than 640 fatal accidents 
with tractors only occurred in the United 
States last year, according to Charles Sever
ance, assistant engineer of the Louisiana State 
University Agricultural Extension Service.

Records show that more than half of the 
tractor accident fatalities occur as a result of 
overturning. Some of the more common 
causes are: driving the tractors at excessive 
speed, operating them on steep slopes and 
too close to ditches, pulling heavy loads with 
improper hitches, and driving the machines 
up steep slopes.

Other tractor accidents have been caused 
by mistakes of inexperienced operators, by 
children playing around tractors, and through 
carelessness in leaving power take-offs un
guarded.

Keep Cattle Away from Grease

Many lubricants used on farm machinery 
contain chlorinated napthalene compounds, 
one of the principal causes of “X ” disease 
in cattle.

Many cases of the disease have been 
traced to farm machinery that was left in 
pastures. The animals apparently licked suf
ficient grease from the machinery to get a 
toxic dose of chlorinated napthalene.

Cattlemen are urged to take every precau
tion to keep crankcase oil and old oil drums 
and similar containers away from cattle. 
Also, the drainage from grease racks and 
other areas where machinery is serviced 
should not be allowed to contaminate pas
tures or feed lots.
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