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Second Annual Farm Credit School for Louisiana Bankers

New ideas in handling farm loans for crop 
and livestock production, irrigation equipment, 
and farm machinery will be discussed at the 
Second Annual Louisiana Bankers Agricul
tural Credit School, to be held on the campus 
of Louisiana State University, November 15- 
17, 1953.

The 3-day school, sponsored jointly by the 
Louisiana Bankers Association and the Col
lege of Agriculture of Louisiana State Univer
sity, will emphasize important problems faced 
by country bankers in meeting the credit needs 
of their communities.

Louisiana bankers experienced in making 
sound farm loans will serve on the faculty to 
consider the banking and credit aspects of such 
loans. The technically trained staff members 
of the university will provide information on 
new and improved methods of growing crops 
and raising livestock, building better pastures, 
increasing the output of forestry products, and 
other phases of making Louisiana farms more 
productive.

The program for this year’s school makes 
use of panel discussions for presenting most 
of the material. Each panel will be composed 
of bankers and staff members of the university. 
In addition, question-and-answer periods will 
give each banker an opportunity to participate.

The school will open Sunday afternoon, No
vember 15, with registration in Pleasant Hall 
on the Louisiana State University campus. The 
Sunday evening program will be an informal

“get-together” with officials of the university 
and officers of the Louisiana Bankers Associ
ation.

Classes begin at 8 :30 Monday morning, No
vember 16, and continue through Tuesday, 
November 17. “Economic Trends as Related 
to Agricultural Outlook” is the topic for the 
first session and will be followed by panel dis
cussions on “Financing Production of Field 
Crops,” “Financing Livestock Production,” and 
“Planning Pasture and Feed Crop Production.” 
The Monday evening session will be devoted 
to a consideration of methods and problems 
involved in financing irrigation and farm 
machinery.

Tuesday’s program will include panel dis
cussions on “Financing Forestry Production,” 
“Financing Farm Real Estate and Improve
ments,” “Financing Poultry Production,” and 
“Operation of an Agricultural Department in 
Any Bank.” The closing session of the school 
will be a banquet on Tuesday evening, with 
Dr. Joe Nichols, Chairman of the Board of the 
Atlanta National Bank, Atlanta, Texas, as the 
principal speaker.

Students will be housed in Pleasant Hall, and 
all meetings will be held on the university cam
pus. The registration fee, including meals for 
November 16 and 17 and room for the nights 
of November 15 and 16, is $25. Registrations 
should be sent to Mr. R. Irby Didier, Execu
tive Secretary of the Louisiana Bankers As
sociation, 1746-B Main Street, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana.
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Select Sweet Potato Seed at Harvest

Selecting next year’s sweet potato seed from 
the best hills at digging time is recommended 
by J. F. Rosborough, Extension horticulture 
marketing specialist of Texas A. 8b M. College.

Selecting seed from hills 
having 6 to 10 high-quality 
potatoes this year will re
sult in more uniform slips 
and increased yields in 
1954.

Growers who are able to get only a small 
quantity of seed potatoes by this method may 
find it profitable to use such seed to plant an 
improvement plot for 1954. Seed stock for the 
following year then can be chosen from the 
improvement plot and the quality and yield of 
the sweet potatoes gradually improved.

Which Legume Is Best?

It is not too late to plant legumes! Ted 
Trew, Extension pasture specialist of Texas 
A. 8b M. College, makes the following sugges
tions for legumes and other winter pastures in 
Texas.

East Texas — Crimson 
wJl'iij clover, hairy vetch, white

clover, Kentucky 31 fes- 
/OJb cue, Alta fescue, Alta 144

fescue, oats, rye grass, and 
// barley.

Blackland and Grand Prairie Regions —
Bur clover, Black Medic clover, Madrid sweet 
clover, alfalfa, fescue grasses, wheat, barley, 
and oats.

Gulf Coast — Crimson clover, white clover, 
hubam and Madrid sweet clovers, oats, and 
fescue grasses.

South Texas —  Bur clover, hubam and 
Madrid sweet clovers, alfalfa, oats, barley, and 
Harding grass.

All legumes should be inoculated in order to 
insure the presence of nitrogen-fixing bacteria, 
and an application of fertilizer at the time of 
seeding the legume or grass is recommended 
in most areas. Local recommendations should 
be followed in making fertilizer applications.

The Cost of Raising a Dairy Cow

Raising a dairy calf from birth to calving 
time costs from $125 to $150, according to R. 
E. Burleson, Extension dairy husbandman of 
Texas A. 8b M. College.

Mr. Burleson points out that dairymen who 
raise their own replacements reduce the dan
ger of bringing diseases into the herds. Experi
ence has shown that dairymen who build their 
herds through careful selection of heifer calves 
and use of artificial insemination have fewer 
problems with diseases and unproductive ani
mals than those who attempt to purchase all of 
their producing animals.

Purchased animals frequently are the culls 
of another dairyman’s herd, and by transport
ing them from one farm to another, many dis
eases can be introduced into an otherwise clean 
herd.

Drought and Vitamin A

Vitamin A plays a strategic role in the cattle
man’s battle against drought. Cattle that re
ceive an adequate quantity of vitamin A can 
subsist on an almost unbelievably small 
amount of poor-quality roughage. Without 
vitamin A, even ample roughage and sup
plemental feed may not maintain cattle in a 
satisfactory condition during a drought.

Vitamin A is one of the regulators of normal 
body functions in livestock. Animals not get
ting the essential vitamin become unusually 
susceptible to diseases and develop nervous 
disorders, night blindness, and innumerable 
breeding problems. Calves born of cows that 
have received insufficient vitamin A may be 
blind and usually are weak and unthrifty.
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Fortunately, vitamin A is available from 
many sources. Generally speaking, all green 
feed and yellow grains have vitamin A or caro
tene— a substance from which an animal can 
manufacture its own supply of vitamin A. A 
green color in a feed indicates the presence of 
vitamin A; thus, all growing forage crops, cured 
roughages that have a bright green color, and 
silage usually contain vitamin A. The yellow 
color in yellow corn and sorghums is evidence 
that they contain carotene.

Research reveals that the amount of vita
min A in hay and silage may deteriorate in 
storage. Hence, the green color in feeds that 
have been stored for a year or more may not 
be an accurate indicator of vitamin A.

Supplemental feeds, such as dehydrated 
alfalfa meal and pellets, which are high in 
vitamin A are available to stockmen for forti
fying low-quality roughage.

Animals can store vitamin A in their bodies 
for relatively short periods of time, but the 
wise cattleman will make sure that his ani
mals get adequate amounts of vitamin A all 
the time. John H. Jones of Texas A. 8s M. 
College puts it this way:

“With vitamin A available for mothers and 
their young offspring, calves, lambs and kids 
dropped during a drouth have a fair chance 
to live. Without vitamin A in some form, 
drouth means death to livestock, especially 
to the newly-born.”

Control Livestock Pests

Controlling livestock pests results in the 
production of more meat, eggs, milk, and fiber, 
says Neal Randolph, Extension entomologist 
of Texas A. &. M. College.

Insects keep pastured animals from graz
ing, and cattle grubs not only damage hides 
but also reduce the output of beef and milk. 
Ticks, lice, screwworms, and mosquitoes take 
their toll in decreased production of meat and 
fibers.

F IR E !!
Last year, farm fires in the Nation took 

3,000 lives and destroyed property worth 
$133,000,000. How much of this toll came 
from your community? What caused the 
fires? Records show that 95 percent of 
all farm fires result from carelessness and 
neglect.

Prevent fires by cleaning up premises; 
repairing cracked chimneys and flues; 
providing safe electrical wiring; and be
ing careful with matches, cigarettes, 
stoves, heaters, etc. Keep a ladder and 
fire extinguisher handy—farm fires that 
are not extinguished within 5 minutes 
after their discovery usually get out of 
control.

According to Mr. Randolph, animals in
fested with these pests usually are poor pro
ducers. Moreover, they may transmit diseases 
from sick animals to healthy livestock.

Individual farmers can protect their ani
mals against livestock pests by use of sprays 
and dips. Community-wide programs usually 
are more effective, especially in the control 
of screwworms and cattle grubs.

Cutting Machinery Costs

One of the major costs in farming today is 
the purchase and operation of machinery and 
equipment. Several suggestions for reducing 
this cost are offered by Mr. W. L. Ulich, Ex
tension agricultural engineer with the Texas 
A. 86 M. College.

The first suggestion is to give all machinery 
regular and proper servicing. It is extremely 
important that tractors and other power ma
chinery be lubricated according to the manu
facturer’s instructions. The life of a machine 
also can be prolonged by cleaning and paint
ing at the end of the season to prevent rust 
and corrosion.
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Still another way to avoid excessive ma
chinery costs, and especially to reduce time 
lost during the harvest season, is to test ma
chinery prior to the time it is needed. If this 
is done, repairs can be made prior to the busy 
season and many costly breakdowns avoided. 
On some farms, it may be more convenient to 
do these jobs during the winter; on others, 
the summer months may provide more time 
for such activities.

A third method of cutting machinery costs 
and one that is gaining rapid favor in several 
southwestern communities is the sharing of 
the larger and more expensive machines by 
several farmers in a neighborhood. Usually, 
each farmer contributes his proportion of the 
original cost and pays the costs of repairs 
and operation in proportion to his use of the 
machine.

hurdle for cornering a few 
hens at a time. By keeping 
a catching hook handy in 

the henhouse, culls may be picked out during 
the feeding period. The birds also may be 
worked by temporarily blinding them with 
a flashlight while they are roosting.

Among the more effec
tive methods is the use of 
a wire catching coop to 
hold the birds or a small

The most important thing to remember in 
the culling process is that the birds should be 
handled as quietly as possible so that there 
will be a minimum of disturbance to the lay
ing flock.

Publications

Frequently, this arrangement enables farm
ers to have the service of a much larger and 
more efficient machine without increasing 
their per-acre cost of operation. It also in
creases the amount of work done each year 
by a given machine, thus reducing per-acre 
costs. Depreciation is one of the major items 
of machinery costs, and the value of the ma
chine depreciates almost as much each year 
whether it is used on 40 acres or 300 acres. 
Neighborhood sharing of farm machinery is 
particularly adaptable to the smaller farms 
of many southwestern communities.

Cull Hens With Care

Extreme care should be exercised in culling 
hens to avoid a decrease in egg production. 
Rough handling, excessive noise, or commo
tion while working the birds may cause the 
laying hens to molt and go out of production 
for several weeks.

Ed Parnell of the Texas A. & M. Poultry 
Department suggests several ways of han
dling the laying hens when culling, depending 
upon the size of the flock.

Bureau of Dairy Industry, Agricultural Re
search Administration, Washington 25, D. C.:

Developments and Problems in Making 
Grass Silage.

Texas Agricultural Experiment Station, Col
lege Station:

Storing of Seed Cotton As An Aid to More 
Efficient Ginning and Marketing, Bul
letin 765, by J. M. Ward and others.

Methods Used for Buying and Selling Tur- 
key Hatching Eggs in Texas, Progress 
Report 1590, by George H. Draper.

Production Practices for Irrigated Crops on 
the High Plains, Bulletin 763, by A. C. 
Magee and others.

Texas Farm and Ranch Land Prices, 1952, 
Progress Report 1592, by William G. 
Adkins.

Copies of the bulletins may be obtained by 
request to the publishers.

The A gricultural News L etter is prepared in 
the Research Department under the direction 
o f Carl H . M oore, Agricultural Economist.
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