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Buy Your IS ext Tractor With Defense Bonds

One of the best ways to accumulate a 
fund for replacing worn-out machinery is 
to follow a systematic plan in purchasing 
United States defense bonds. These bonds 
are safe and earn a good rate of interest, and 
the money invested is far enough out of reach, 
so to speak, that the temptation to spend it 
for something else is reduced materially.

Most farmers have found it necessary to 
purchase their machinery on credit, paying 
a proportion down at the time of purchase 
and the remainder over a period of 2 or 3 
years. This method of buying increases the 
cost of the machinery, since interest charges 
must be paid on the amount that is carried 
over from year to year.

A savings plan that would provide funds 
with which the farmer could pay cash for

the machine would reduce the total cost 
through the saving of interest. Moreover, it 
frequently would place the farmer in a bet
ter bargaining position with his dealer.

The Savings Bonds Division of the Treas
ury Department suggests a plan that will 
enable a farmer, by saving a little each year 
during the life of his present tractor, to have 
enough invested in bonds to pay for a replace
ment when needed. The accompanying chart 
illustrates the manner in which this plan 
operates.

The higher interest rates paid on defense 
bonds since May 1, 1952, make Series E 
bonds more attractive for building a tractor 
replacement fund. As the chart indicates, a 
yearly investment of $225 for 9 years, or a
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total of $2,025, will provide a cash value in 
bonds of $2,383 at the end of 10 years.

The amount that should be invested each 
year for this purpose will depend, of course, 
upon the amount of machinery to be re
placed. If the total investment in tractors 
and other equipment amounts to, say, $5,000 
and the estimated average life of the equip
ment is 10 years, then $500 should be in
vested each year. This amount, plus the 
interest earned, would be more than enough 
to replace machinery at the end of 10 years.

Such a plan provides some leeway in the 
event that machinery prices increase. If cur
rent earnings do not permit investing the 
total amount of depreciation chargeable to 
the equipment each year, a smaller propor
tion can be invested, and the fund built up 
over the life of the machine will help in pro
viding cash for replacing worn-out machinery.

For most farmers, the easiest and safest 
way to afford depreciation is to invest money 
in United States defense bonds equal to or 
more than the amount of depreciation each 
year.

* I t  is EASY because it is not so hard to 
raise a little money each year as to raise a 
lot when a new tractor is needed.

* It  is SAFE because the actual cash value 
of defense bonds is guaranteed and the 
owner knows he will have his original in
vestment plus interest.

For a safe, liquid depreciation reserve, buy 
United States defense bonds.

Small Grain Varieties for Texas

Mustang oats, Quanah or Comanche wheat, 
and Goliad barley are the recommended 
small grain varieties for Texas, according to 
Lee Coffee, agronomist for the Texas Experi
ment Station,

In the Panhandle and High Plains, Co
manche and Westar are recommended in 
preference to Quanah, which is less drought-

resistant. In other sections of the State, 
Quanah has outyielded all other varieties.

Mustang oats are relatively new to the 
State, but widespread tests have shown that 
this variety is highly tolerant of adverse win
ter weather and gives high yields. The quan
tity of seed available this year is somewhat 
limited, and many growers may find it neces
sary to substitute other varieties, such as N ew  
Nortex, Stanton, and Fultex.

Goliad barley is especially well adapted to 
south Texas. It was developed primarily as 
a winter grazing crop; however, yields are 
usually good in years when winter weather is 
not severe.

Seed Treatment Pays Off

Chemical seed treatment of small grains is 
good insurance against smut —  a disease that 
frequently reduces yields in the Southwest.

Don C. Norton, pathologist for the Texas 
Agricultural Extension Service, points out 
that seed treatment is neither expensive nor 
difficult to carry out. Several good chemicals 
are on the market, and most seed dealers or 
hardware stores have supplies on hand.

Some grain elevators and seed dealers will 
treat seed for customers at a nominal charge. 
However, the treating can be done at hom e 
by mixing the chemical with the grain on  a 
smooth, clean floor and letting it stand for 
24 hours. Mr. Norton urges farmers to fo l
low carefully the directions printed on the 
container.

Hints on Defoliating Cotton

Satisfactory defoliation of cotton is d e 
pendent upon the application of a suitable 
chemical at the proper time and with the 
proper methods, says Fred C. Elliott, cotton 
work specialist for the Texas Agricultural 
Extension Service. Mr. Elliott points out 
that defoliation improves materially the h ar
vesting job done by mechanical pickers and 
strippers.
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Time of application of the defoliant is very- 
important, according to Mr. Elliott. He states 
that it should be applied no sooner than 35 
days after the period of maximum blooming. 
This condition will exist in most fields when 
about 10 percent of the bolls are open.

The defoliant should be applied from 10 
days to 2 weeks prior to the anticipated pick
ing dates in central Texas and from 2 to 3 
weeks on the High Plains.

When calcium cyanamide dust is used as a 
defoliant, the plants must be wet and remain 
wet for at least 2 hours after the application.

Monosodium cyanamide dust does not re
quire moisture, since the chemical takes mois
ture from the air or from the leaf. When this 
chemical is used, the leaves should be green 
and not wilted, says Mr. Elliott.

Spray defoliants may be used in the ab
sence of dew and when humidity is low. 
However, plants must be covered thoroughly 
with the material.

Mr. Elliott suggests that growers defoliate 
only enough acreage to stay ahead of the 
picking. He also recommends that all spray 
tanks, pumps, and equipment be cleaned 
thoroughly before starting the defoliation 
operation. Following each day’s operation, the 
equipment should be flushed with water.

Additional information on defoliation is 
available in Bulletin L-145, entitled “Cotton 
Defoliation Guide in Texas.” Copies of this 
may be obtained from local county agri
cultural agents.

Harvest Cotton Carefully

A reasonable amount of care in harvesting 
cotton —  whether it is picked, pulled, or 
machine-harvested —  will pay big dividends 
in a better sample and higher price.

Labor shortages in recent years, plus stories 
about the ability of modern gin machinery to 
turn out a good sample from even dirty,

trashy, wet cotton, have caused farmers to 
become lax in their methods of picking and 
handling seed cotton. Frequently, pickers 
have not been supervised properly to elimi
nate excessive trash as the seed cotton goes to 
the wagon. Green bolls, leaves, pieces of cloth
ing, and even jack knives and other pieces of 
metal have been found in many loads.

It is true that modern gin machinery can 
do a remarkable job of cleaning seed cotton. 
Nevertheless, even the most improved gins 
cannot make a good sample from wet, dirty 
cotton, and the cooperation of both farmers 
and ginners in eliminating as much trash and 
foreign matter as possible prior to ginning 
will aid materially in turning out a better 
sample, will result in fewer breakdowns at 
the gin, and will facilitate orderly handling 
of the cotton in the gin yard.

Some suggestions to farmers are:

(1 )  Do not pick when cotton is wet from 
rain or dew.

(2 )  Keep a tarpaulin handy to cover the 
wagon in case of a shower.

(3 )  Supervise the pickers in the field care
fully.

(4 ) Don’t tramp cotton in the wagon. Such 
a practice presses trash, grass seed, and other 
foreign matter into the lint, where such mat
ter may remain through the entire ginning 
and milling process, causing waste of cotton 
yarn and ultimately reducing value of the 
cotton to the farmer. Use wagons of proper 
size so that tramping is not necessary.

Ginners can help by:

(1 ) Pointing out the importance of clean 
seed cotton in making a good sample.

(2 ) Explaining to farmers the limitations 
of the gin machinery in removing trash.

(3 ) Operating the gin equipment at the 
proper speed for turning out satisfactory 
work.
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(4 ) Explaining to farmers that adequate 
time for ginning is necessary to do a good 
job and that waiting time at the gin yard 
pays off in a better grade and condition of 
lint after ginning.

Close cooperation between growers and 
ginners is the first step in the marketing of a 
higher-quality cotton that will yield a greater 
return to the farmers and result in fewer com
plaints and breakdowns to the ginner.

Complete Stalk Destruction Urged

Early destruction of cotton stalks will kill 
many boll weevils and reduce materially the 
vigor and number of those that go into win
ter hibernation, according to A. C. Gunter, 
Texas Extension entomologist.

In addition to aiding in the control of boll 
weevils, a complete stalk destruction program 
is the best method known for controlling the 
pink bollworm. This insect has become very 
destructive in parts of Texas, with some fields 
in the southern part of the State abandoned 
this year because of heavy damage.

Mr. Gunter urges all growers to shred their 
stalks immediately after harvest and to plow 
under the shredded material before frost, if 
at all possible. He suggests that removing 
the wings from the middle buster will make 
plowing easier, if the ground is too hard and 
dry for normal plowing.

In addition to being an effective method 
of controlling next year’s cotton insects, an 
early stalk destruction and plow-up program 
returns needed organic matter to the soil, 
increases its water-holding capacity, and fa
cilitates the seeding of a winter legume.

Two-Flock System Pays Off

Poultrymen in parts of the Southwest are 
following a “two-flock system,” in order to 
cash in on the higher egg prices during the 
summer and early fall, according to W. J. 
Moore, Texas Extension poultry man.

Using this system, the poultryman keeps 
two separate flocks. One is raised in the fall, 
around October, and another in the spring, 
about April, The flocks are kept separately 
and each handled as a unit.

Mr. Moore points out that the flock started 
in the fall will be into production before the 
hot weather hits them the following summer. 
Under such conditions, the young pullets us
ually can be kept in top production through
out the summer months, when the price of 
eggs is highest. The flock started in April 
will go into production in the late fall months 
and provide high-quality eggs during the 
winter and early spring.

Several hatcheries are operating to fill 
orders for fall deliveries, and poultrymen 
who would like to try the two-flock system 
are urged to place their orders early. T h e 
system requires some additional facilities, but 
in the Southwest it is not difficult to carry 
the young birds through the late fall and 
winter months.

Publications

Texas Agricultural Experiment Station, C o l
lege Station:

Corn Production in Texas, Bulletin 746, by 
John S. Rogers and Jesse W. Collier.

Mesquite Control, Cooperative Ranch Te&ts, 
1950-51, Progress Report 1465, by C. E. 
Fisher and others.

Reaction of White Brush to Growth-Regu
lator Herbicides, Progress Report 1462, 
by Wayne G. McCully and others.

Some Scale Insects Attacking Grasses in 
Texas, Progress Report 1461, by Paul T. 
Riherd and H. L. Chada.

Mechanical Harvesting of Cotton at the 
Blackland Station, 1951, Progress Report 
1433, by Olin J. Tippit and others.
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the Research Department under the direction
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