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T e x a s  H e r b i c i d e  L a w

Farmers and ranchers in much of Texas 
must obtain permits before spraying their 
fields or pastures with any of the new weed 
killers (herbicides), such as 2,4-D or 2,4,5-T. 
Use of these materials is now regulated by 
the provisions of the Texas Herbicide Law, 
passed by the Fifty-First Session of the Texas 
Legislature.

The law is not intended to discourage the 
use of these chemicals for the control of weeds 
and brush but was enacted only to provide a 
certain degree of regulation in their use. 
These weed killers will damage severely 
broad-leaf plants, such as cotton, legumes, 
fruits, and vegetables; and, since small 
amounts of the sprays may drift several miles, 
the operations of one farmer or rancher may 
affect crops on other farms. Hence, some regu
latory measures have been needed.

The fees assessed under the provisions of 
the law are for the purpose of paying the 
cost of its administration, since no funds were 
appropriated by the Legislature for this pur
pose. The administration of the law is handled 
by the State Commissioner of Agriculture.

The map on page 2 shows the areas of the 
State subject to the law, and farmers and 
ranchers living in those counties should con
tact local authorities or write directly to the 
Commissioner of Agriculture, Austin, Texas, 
for complete details on the operation of the 
Herbicide Law.

Some of the more important provisions are:

*  Before applying one of these sprays to an 
area of 20 acres or more in the counties cov

ered by the law, a permit must be obtained 
from the State Commissioner of Agriculture. 
The fee for this permit is 10 cents per acre 
and must be paid by the farmer or rancher 
making application for the permit. A record 
must be kept of the date, location, and time 
of day of each application made of the 
chemical.

■ Dealers selling herbicides in less than 8- 
ounce containers must pay an annual license 
fee of $5. Those selling it in containers larger 
than 8 ounces must pay a license fee of $50 
per year. These dealers must keep accurate 
records of their sales, indicating the name of 
each purchaser.

H Commercial operators of spraying or dust
ing equipment, including both ground and 
air equipment, also must obtain a license. The 
fee for these operators is $10 per year for 
each spraying or dusting unit. Farmers need 
not apply for a license for their own ground 
equipment, unless they do custom work. How
ever, all airplanes must be licensed, even if 
they are used only by the owner on his own 
land.

■ Operators of com m ercial spraying equip
ment are required to keep a detailed record 
of each spraying operation and hold these 
records for 2 years. Such records must include 
the location, date, time of day, wind velocity, 
quantity and concentration of chemical used, 
the acreage treated, and the type of crop 
treated.

■ Operators of commercial spraying equip
ment also are required to post a personal 
bond of $5,000, in addition to $1,000 for each
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Northwestern counties in the area marked A are exempted from the new Texas 
Herbicide Law, but they can be brought under the law by action of commis
sioners courts. The southwestern counties in the section marked B are entirely 
exempted from the provisions of the law. The counties in the area marked C are 
under the Herbicide Law.

unit of spraying equipment, if more than one 
unit is operated.

Treating Cottonseed 
Good Insurance

Southwestern farmers lose thousands of 
dollars each year to seed-borne cotton dis
eases that could be largely prevented by ade
quate treatment prior to planting.

Two of the more common cotton seedling 
killers in the Southwest are angular leaf spot 
and soreshin. In the Blacklands of Texas,

angular leaf spot ranks next to root rot as 
a hazard in cotton production, according to 
Fred C. Elliott, cotton work specialist for the 
Texas Agricultural Extension Service. This 
disease shows up first on the leaves of the 
young seedling and appears as a small, green, 
water-soaked spot that resembles a bruise. 
The disease retards the growth of the plant, 
frequently killing many seedlings, and later 
affects the fruiting habits of the cotton plant.

Soreshin shows up as a brown diseased area 
on the stem of the cotton seedling and causes
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a gradual shriveling of the plant which results 
in death.

These two enemies of cotton can be con
trolled by treating cottonseed with either 2- 
or 5-percent Ceresan— a mercurial dust. It is 
essential that each seed be covered thoroughly 
with the treating agent and that the proper 
strength be used. Farmers not familiar with 
this procedure should visit their county agri
cultural agent or other leaders in the com
munity for instructions. Many seed dealers 
provide this service for their customers.

Buy Fertilizer Now

Farmers can obtain delivery now on most 
types of fertilizer, but shortages are expected 
during the growing season. Supplies for the 
year are expected to be inadequate to meet 
total demand. Thus, it is good business to take 
delivery now on enough fertilizer to meet 
the minimum needs during the growing 
season.

According to the fertilizer industiy, sup
plies of fertilizers are now backing up in the 
trade channels, and many manufacturers’ 
storage bins are full. This forces curtailment 
of production and makes it more difficult for 
the industry to meet the demands of the 
Nation’s farmers during the spring and sum
mer, when the demand for fertilizer is espe
cially heavy. If farmers take delivery now on 
the amount of fertilizer they expect to use, 
factories can continue production and build 
up a reserve supply.

Both nitrogen and potash production are 
expected to be up about 5 percent over 1951, 
while supplies of phosphates probably will be 
down about 10 percent, due to the sulphur 
shortage.

Anhydrous Ammonia for Rice

Anhydrous ammonia has proved to be 
equal to sulphate of ammonia as a fertilizer 
for rice in Texas, when the materials are 
placed in the soil prior to planting.

C O T T O N  IN S E C T  C O N T R O L  
G U ID E  A V A IL A B L E

The 1952 guide tor controlling cotton 
insects in Texas is now available through 
county agricultural agents, ginners, and 
many seed dealers throughout the State. 
The guide is similar to the 1951 issue 
but has been brought up-to-date to in
clude the latest information obtained 
through research and experience in the 
field.

Many cotton farmers will remember 
the disastrous effects of cotton insects in 
1950; even in the relatively favorable 
year of 1951, damage to the State’s cot
ton crop amounted to millions of dollars. 
An adequate insect control program is 
essential to profitable cotton production.

Tests at the Rice-Pasture Experiment Sta
tion at Beaumont, Texas, during 1950 and 
1951 show that maximum returns from anhy
drous ammonia are obtained when it is placed 
in the soil just prior to planting. Some in
crease was obtained when this fertilizer was 
applied in the irrigation water, but results at 
present indicate the increase in yield will be 
less than where the fertilizer was placed di
rectly in the soil.

Both anhydrous ammonia and sulphate of 
ammonia applied at a rate to supply 80 
pounds of nitrogen per acre, together with an 
application of 40 pounds of phosphoric acid 
per acre, increased the average yield from 
about 16 to approximately 29 barrels per 
acre.

Raising Dairy Calves

Many dairymen have found that it is 
cheaper to raise their own herd replacements 
than it is to purchase mature cows. Such a 
plan enables them to reduce the danger of 
disease from outside sources, and the addi
tional labor and cash costs are not an excessive 
burden to the dairymen.
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One of the first rules for success in raising 
dairy calves is to make certain that the new
born calf receives the colostrum, or first milk, 
from its mother, as this frequently prevents 
digestive disorders later on. A second rule is 
to clean and disinfect the utensils thoroughly 
after each feeding.

The first 3 or 4 weeks of the calf’s life is 
a critical period, says R. E. Burleson, Exten
sion dairy husbandman of Texas A. 8b M. Col
lege. Proper handling and feed of young 
calves during this period can prevent attacks 
of scours and nutritional disorders, which fre
quently slow down the calf’s development.

A light, dry, well-ventilated pen that is free 
from drafts should be provided. Bedding 
should be kept dry and the pen cleaned and 
disinfected with hot lye water before the new 
calf is placed in it.

Additional suggestions on raising calves are 
given in Texas Extension Service Bulletin 
178, entitled “Raising Dairy Calves.” County 
agricultural agents have copies of this bulletin.

Outbreaks of Anthrax Reported

A number of small outbreaks of Anthrax, 
a highly infectious disease, have occurred in 
the Southwest. They are widely scattered, and 
while there is no cause for alarm yet, live- 
stockmen should take necessary precautions 
to prevent spread of the disease.

Dr. C. M. Patterson, veterinarian with the 
Texas Extension Service, advises having a 
veterinarian check all animals dying from un
determined causes. This will enable the dis
ease to be recognized before it spreads to 
other animals on the farm and in the com
munity.

Dr. Patterson says not to vaccinate unless 
the disease is present. Moreover, persons not 
trained in the use of vaccines should avoid 
using live Anthrax vaccine. This vaccine is 
dangerous to humans, as well as to animals.

In fact, the disease itself attacks humans, as 
well as all classes of livestock.

If there is an outbreak of Anthrax in your 
community, it is advisable to wait until it is 
eliminated before bringing in new livestock.

Take Care of Baby Chicks

A  close watch over baby chicks from the 
time they arrive on the farm will pay off in 
larger and healthier pullets for the laying 
house, says W. J. Moore, Extension poultry 
husbandman of Texas A. 8b M. College.

The brooder house and other quarters 
should be cleaned and disinfected thoroughly 
before the chicks arrive, and the brooder stove 
should be regulated to keep the temperature 
between 90 and 95 degrees Farenheit. The 
temperature can be lowered gradually as the 
weather becomes warmer and the chicks grow 
older and stronger. The comfort of the chicks 
should be used as an indicator of the right 
temperature. It is a good idea to start the 
brooder stove several days before the chicks 
are scheduled to arrive, in order that its 
operation can be checked.

Clean water and a well-balanced ration 
should be available at all times. Later, it is 
advisable to move the birds to clean range 
where poultry have not been kept for two 
or more years. Adequate shade is essential 
while the birds are on the range.

Publications

Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station, 
Baton Rouge:

Seed Production in Louisiana, Extension 
Publication 1094, by R. A. Wasson.

Making Silage and Its Use, Agricultural 
Extension Publication 1113, by R. C. 
Calloway and E. W. Neasham.
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	Number 2



