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Teaching Economics - Naturally 

Teachers all over New Eng
land are trying new ways of teach
ing economics to their students. 
Last month, Connecticut teachers 
who participated in a summer 
workshop, "Utilizing Economic 
Concepts to Explore Bicentennial 
Themes," sponsored by the Con
necticut Joint Council on Eco
nomic Education, gathered to re
port on their classroom use of the 
projects they developed during the 
summer. In addition, since Oc
tober over 250 teachers came from 
all six New England states to one
day workshops sponsored at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Boston. 
Some of the many ideas gathered 
at these meetings are described be
low, with the hope that these ex
periences will help Ledger readers 
in developing their own economic 
curriculum. 

At the Bicentennial Workshop 
In Connecticut 

Mary Kel leher, who teaches 
American history to vocational 
students 10th through 12th grade 
at Hamden High School, is trying 
to relate the students' trade areas 
to U. S. history. Ms. Kelleher 
asked her students, who are taking 
building trade courses, to research 
historical homes and build models 
of the hom es. The students do 
some of the research in class, (" I 
wheel in carts filled with library 
books," Ms. Kelleher said.) draw 
blueprints and construct the mod
els to scale. 

The students have basic read
ings in economics, and, using the 

homes as examples, Ms. Kelleher 
emphasizes the basic economic 
questions of what is being 
produced, why it is being 
produced, how it is being 
produced and for whom it is be
ing produced. Thus, the models 
which the studen ts are working 
on are discussed in relation to the 
social and economic conditions of 
their era and location. A similar 
model-building project is planned 
for auto mechanics students, 
working on the history and devel
opment of machines. 

Carol Hyjek , a sixth grade 
teacher in Simsbury, felt she had 
to give her students a background 
in economics before moving into 
an economic approach to the Bi
centennial. To build this back
ground, she worked on a basic 
economic vocabulary and required 
her students to prepare a picture 
dictionary (illustrated with pic
tures and graphs from magazines, 
as well as with students' draw
ings) of twenty economic terms. 
The terms were: competition, 
market (and market economy), 
goods, services, supply, demand, 
profit, producers, consumers, eco
nomic system, wants, needs, labor, 
human resources, natural re
sources, land, capital, monopoly, 
industry and business. 

After the dictionaries were 
completed, th e students formed 
small groups to use their new eco
nomic know ledge in constructing 
model cities out of milk cartons 
- complete with households, 
roads, and factories. Each group 
of students wrote a script de-

scribing their town to be recorded 
on a tape recorder. Ms. Hyj ek dis
played a model city called "Little 
Town" which covered a table top 
approximate! y 4 feet by 5 feet. 
The students on the tape record
ing related that their town was ru
ral in nature, had stores, a bank, 
factory, and fire station. The stu
dents used thei r n ew ly learned 
economic vocabulary to describe 
what they had included in their 
town. With this economic back
ground , Ms. Hyjek said she felt 
the students could move toward 
economic unders tandings of the 
Bicentenn ial. 

Continued on page 2 

" Little Town" is the creation of students 
in Simsbury, Connecticut, who also wrote 
and tape recorded a script describing the 
economic activities of the town. 
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Grace Paprzyca, second grade teacher at 
the Nathan Hale School in Manchester, 
Connecticut, displayed paper weaving 
which her students did, first individually 
and then on a class "assembly line" to 
gain understanding of mass production. 

Teaching 
Continued from page I 

Julia Rizzotto, a fifth grade 
teacher in Southbury, worked on a 
project about tools through the 
ages. Ms. Rizzotto borrowed a 
" loan box" from the Mattatuck 
Museum in Waterbury (See "Mul
ti-Media .") and so the students 
were able to examine Indian axes, 
grinding stones and arrow heads 
- tools which improved the Indi
ans' life. She stressed the use of 
these tools to satisfy the wants and 
needs of the Indians and the Indi
ans as both producers (of the tools 
and the food, for example) and 
consumers (using the tools and 
consuming the food , for example). 
Ms. Rizzotto plans to continue on 
the theme of tools, as they de
veloped through the Industrial 
Revolution and until modern day. 
"After the exposure this summer 
(to economic concepts) I found 
that I've been pulling economic 
ideas in all different ways into the 
curriculum - stressing, for exam
ple, that the Indians' lifestyle was 
not so much fulfilling their wants 
as meeting their basic needs," she 
explained. 

At the Na than Hale School in 
Manchester, Grace Paprzyca 
sought to weave economic con
cepts into a study of the history of 
Manchester. Among the concepts 

she emphasized were, "l. People 
took care of most of their own 
needs. 2. The necessities of life 
and standard of living were 
greatly different from what we 
have today. 3. Some people filled 
particular needs (e.g. blacksmith). 
4. Natural resources, like water, 
determined a lot about where 
people lived, what they did, etc." 

Ms. Paprzyca developed a 
game based on an old map of 
Manchester with the business and 
factories as they were at the time. 
In the game, students progress 
along a route through the map 
with the goal of purchasing a 
product at each of the places of 
business. There are obstacles 
along the way and "good news" 
and " bad news" cards. A bad news 
card, for example, might suggest 
that the price of a product has 
gone up because of increased 
demand. 

Joseph Silva, an intermediate 
teacher in the Norwalk School 
System, and Fred Urban, principal 
of the Jefferson Elementary 
School in Norwalk, went through 
the social studies curriculum for 
Norwalk K-5 and prepared a bi
centennial curriculum of selected 
social studies objectives and avail
able audio-visual materials to 
stimulate the classroom teacher in 
preparing to teach the Bicen
tennial using economic concepts. 

In the kindergarten cur
riculum, twenty objectives have 
been listed, with several of them 
particularly oriented toward eco
nomics. For example, within the 
sub-goal of understanding "the 
way different people interact with 
their physical environment," the 
objectives include, "Tell how two 
other cultures have taught Ameri
can society to use resources, " 
"Tell how people need the basic 
resources (food, water, homes, 
clothing) to survive," and "De
scribe how people in many cul
tures all over the world do many 
different kinds of work." 

Dorothy Fenn, a third grade 
teacher at the Johnson School in 
Middlebury, worked on a history 
of Middlebury for use by third 
grade teachers. Her history in
cluded slides of her town and a 
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written history. The history noted, 
for example, that when the first 
church was constructed in town in 
the 1700s, there wasn't very much 
actual money around. So, instead 
of people donating cash, someone, 
for example, gave shingles, some
one gave labor, and someone gave 
nails. 

Myra Panitch, a sixth grade 
teacher in Simsbury, wrote activity 
cards for the students to work on, 
illustrating different aspects of the 
economics of an early American 
town. She brought in a series of 
books describing all the jobs per
formed in early America, such as 
blacksmithing, weaving, and 
spmnmg. 

The manufacture of primitive tools was 
discussed by Julia Rizzotto's fifth grade 
class in Middlebury, ConnecticuL 

The Ledger compiles information from 
va rious sources and is published peri
odically as a public service by the Fed
era l Reserve Bank of Boston. Inclusion 
of news a bout economic education 
should not be construed as an en
dorsement of specific programs by the 
Bank. Material contained herein does 
not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Boston or the 
Board of Governors. Copies of this 
newsletter and a catalogue of other edu
ca tional publications, films and pub· 
lished research information may be ob
tained free of charge by writing: Bank 
and Public Information Center, Federal 
Reserve Bank of Boston, 30 Pearl Street, 
Boston 02106 or by calling (617) 426-
7100 X656. 
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Marilyn Szymaszek was co-director of the 
Bicentennial workshop in Connecticut this 
summer. Her fifth grade class in Wall
ingford is making dolls like this one out of 
recycled materials for a school fair in June. 

Lorraine Clapp , a fourth 
grade teacher in East Hartford, 
worked with her students on 
building an understanding of the 
Podunk Indians. Students drew 
pictures illustrating Podunk life 
and put them on two "reels" for a 
cardboard box television. Ms. 
Clapp noted that the summer 
workshop had increased her 
awareness of economics (some of 
which she realized she was already 
including in her curriculum) and 
she felt that in the social studies 
curriculum, " it's so easy and natu
ral to include economics." 

Meanwhile, At the Fed. 

At one of the workshops 
sponsored by the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Boston, Shirley Moore of 
Windsor Locks High School in 
Connecticut related that she asks 
her economics students to clip ar
ticles from newspapers and mag
azines each week in particular 
subject areas. There are ten sub
ject areas and, in ten weeks, each 
student must hit each category. 
The categories are: labor and 
labor unions, stock market, U. S. 
banking and financial , employ
ment-unemployment scene, gov
ernment activity (defense and mil
itary expenditures , taxes, wage 
and price control, etc.), inter
national trade and finance, agri
culture, local (Connecticut) eco
nomic news, foreign happenings 

of economic significance, and eco
nomic indicators (production in
dicators, commercial indicators, 
construction indicators, consumer 
indicators, etc.). 

Students bring in an article 
each week for bulletin board dis
play, write a summary of the arti
cle, analyze the problem the arti
cl e poses and suggest solutions, 
and prepare a five-minute presen
tation for discussion each Mon
day. By the end of the ten weeks, 
Ms. Moore said, the students en
gage in lively discussions since 
each student has considered each 
subject area. 

In the Veazie Street School in 
Providence, Carlene Anne Towne, 
Nathalie Price and Margaret Thi
bodeau staff the resource room 
and work on materials for cur
riculum development. One of the 
best devices they use, according to 
Ms. Towne, is a quiz game sim
ulation . Large post er boards 
(about 3 feet by 4 feet ) simulate 
television quiz games such as 
"Jeopardy" or "Concentration." 
The boards contain multiple 
"pockets" for index cards. A ques
tion and an answer are written on 
each card and the students partici
pate in the quiz game, testing 
their knowledge. 

Any subject area can be cov
ered in the game and the ques
tions and answers can be varied to 
fit the level of the class. For eco
nomics students, categories could 
include fiscal policy, monetary 
policy, economic history and cur
rent economic issues. 

Edward Kozwich and Lucille 
Johnson, who teach at the Burke 
School in Peabody, Massachusetts, 
brought along to the workshop 
activity sheets which had been de
veloped at an economic education 
workshop at the Filene Center at 
Tufts University. An activity 
ti tied, "An Affordable Vacation," 
developed by Jennifer Hodges, a 
teacher at the Lincoln-Hancock 
Community School, stresses bud
get concepts. 

As described in Ms. Hodges' 
activity sheet outline, each student 
in the class would be allowed $425 
to "spend" on motel accom
modations, meals, p laces to visit, 
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car wear and tear, and gas. Ms. 
Hodg es provided prices for 
lodgings, meals and admissions, 
based on information the students 
gathered by writing to Cape Cod 
towns and to the Cape Cod 
Chamber of Commerce. She also 
worked up daily planner sheets 
for students to tally the cost of 
their meals and their morning, af
ternoon and evening activities. 

At the end of day 4 and day 6, 
students would receive an " un
anticipated expense" which they 
would have to work into their 
budget, such as, "Car got flat and 
you needed road service - $15" or 
" Shopping in an antique store, 
the family saw just the thing for 
grandmother's birthday at an un
beatable price - $20." 

The objective of the activity 
was stated, "Given a fixed amount 
of money to spend, the student 
will plan a vacation for a family 
of four and not spend more than 
his fixed amount. " 

A cardboard television displayed the re
search and drawings about the Podunk In
dians done by the students in Lorraine 
Clapp 's fourth grade class in East Hart
ford, Connecticut. 

Wha t about your class? Could 
you teach a unit on vacation bud
gets or focus on some bicen
tennial-economic objectives in 
your social studies curriculum? Or 
have yo ur students create model 
towns demonstrating the eco
nomics of the town? Or talk about 
tools and their development? The 
teach e rs who have tried have 
found their students receptive and 
interested and have found that the 
social studies area is the natural 
and easy place to include econom
ic concepts. 
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Nevv England Update 

Applications are now available for 
summer fellowships in economic 
education sponsored by the Sears
Roe buck Foundation. The fel
lowships are available to elemen
tary teachers for full participation 
in a collegiate economic education 
workshop. Deadlines for appli
cations is February 2. For infor
mation and applications, write: 
Director, Sears-Roebuck Founda
tion Summer Fellowship Pro
gram, Joint Council on Economic 
Education, 1212 Avenue of the 
Americas, New York City 10036. 

CO NECTICUT 

Edward Nardone, director of 
career education in Waterford, 
Connecticut, received the first an
nual Philmore Wass Award, 
presented by the Connecticut 
Joint Council on Economic Edu
cation. Mr. Nardone, who partici
pated in the Council's summer 
workshop in 1974, has been work
ing to encourage an economic ed
ucation program in the Water
ford- Groton - Norwich area. 
Currently in the planning stage is 
an in-service course for teachers 
on the economics of the ocean. 

A field trip to Dexter Corporation 
in Windsor Locks, a major 
producer of nonwoven material 

products such as teabags, air fil
ters, surgical face masks, dis
posable diapers and mimeograph 
stencils, was planned for De
cember 8, sponsored by the 
Greater Hartford Council on Eco
nomic Education. 

RHODE ISLAND 

The Rhode Island Council on 
Economic Education is currently 
conducting a graduate in-service 
course for Cranston teachers called 
"Role of the Consumer in an Eco
nomic Society" and a workshop 
in consumer economics for 
Davisville Middle School and East 
Greenwich teachers. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

The Economic Education Council 
of Massachusetts has started a 
" Know Your Economy" campaign 
to run from ovember to De
cember, 1975 to supplement exist
ing fund-raising efforts. One 
hundred members of the Board of 
Trustees and teacher volunteers, 
who have taken economic edu
cation courses sponsored by the 
Council, will be seeking con
tributions from several hundred 
Massachusetts firms who have not 
previously participated in the 
Council's programs. 

Participants in the in-service course, "The Real World of Business as a Medium for Eco
nomic Education," given this fall by the Center for Economic Education at Rhode Island 
College, took a field trip to WPRI-TV in Providence. The course taught economic concepts 
with an emphasis on six field trips to businesses to demonstrate the "real world of busi
ness" as a significant classroom for economics. Scholarships for the course were provided 
by the Old Stone Bank Foundation and the Rhode Island Center for Economic Education. 
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Edward ardone, director of career edu
cation in Waterford, CT received the first 
annual Philmore Wass Award from the 
Connecticut Joint Council on Economic 
Education for his efforts in economic edu
cation in the Waterford area. 

Multi
Media 

G rad e leve l code : Capital le tt ers 
(E-]-H-C) after each item indicate 
g rade leve ls for w hich the materials are 
m os t app ro priate: £-elementary school, 
]- junior hig h school, H-h igh school, 
C- college. 

Mattatuck Museum Program, 
(E-J-H), includes both loan 
materials and historical programs. 
Located in Waterbury, Con
necticut, the museum offers local 
teachers the opportunity to bor
row kits on a variety of subjects, 
including Indian tools, historical 
lighting devices, woodworking 
tools and the evolution of the 
apothecary. The kits include the 
actual tools themselves, as well as 
background materials and slides. 
Slide sets, filmstrips and speakers 
(at a $3 charge for non-Waterbury 
schools) are also available. If you 
are in the Waterbury area, write: 
Mary Michael, Director of Edu
cation, Mattatuck Museum, 119 
West Main Street, Waterbury, CT 
or call 754-5500. If you are not in 
the Waterbury area, see what local 
museums in your area might offer 
schools. 
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