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Price Movements

December 1976

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) rose 0.3 percent in
December before seasonal adjustment to 174.3 percent
of its 1967 base. The December CPl was 4.8 percent higher
than in December 1975, the smallest December-to-December
rise in 4 years.

Seasonally adjusted changes

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI increased 0.4
percent in December, compared with 0.3 percent in October
and November. Food prices, which declined in November,
rose 0.2 percent in December. Prices of other commodities
and consumer services increased about the same as in re-
cent months, 0.5 percent and 0.4 percent, respectively.

The 0.2-percent increase in the food price index in
December was due to higher prices for beef, eggs, coffee,
poultry, fresh fruits and vegetables, and restaurant meals.
Poultry and fresh vegetable prices, which declined in

November, rose 2.7 percent and 1.3 percent, respectively.
Coffee prices advanced 6.8 percent in December, resulting
in a total rise for 1976 of 57.9 percent. Beef prices in-
creased 2.4 percent, about the same as in November.
On the other hand, prices of some food items declined,
particularly pork, cereal and bakery products, dairy prod-
ucts, and sugar.

Prices of most commodities other than food rose after
seasonal adjustment in December. Apparel prices rose 0.5
percent, used cars 1.7 percent, new cars 0.6 percent, and
fuel oil and coal 1.4 percent. These increases were larger
than in November and accounted for over half of the
December rise of 0.5 percent in the nonfood commodities
index. The price index for gasoline and motor oil decreased
0.1 percent after seasonal adjustment in December, the
first decline since April. Tire prices also declined in Decem-
ber, following relatively large increases in each of the pre-
ceding 4 months.

More than half of the 0.4-percent increase in the con-
sumer services index in December was due to a rise of 2.6

Table A. Percent changes in CPl and components, selected periods

Changes in all items
Changes from preceding month
Compound
annual rate From
Month from 12 months
Al items Food Commodities Services 3 months ago
less food ago
Unad- [Seasonally] Unad- |Seasonally] Unad- [Seasonally] Unad- |Seasonally] Seasonally Unad-
justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted adjusted justed
1975:
December . ......... 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.1 04 0.6 06 7.3 7.0
1976:
January ..., 2 4 A -2 -3 2 1.0 1.1 6.5 6.8
February .......... 2 1 -4 -1.0 3 3 7 7 44 6.3
March ............ 2 2 -7 -.8 4 3 6 v 29 6.1
April .. .. ... .. 4 4 3 6 6 3 3 5 29 6.1
May ........c...0... 6 6 4 1.0 8 6 4 4 49 6.2
June ... .5 5 5 2 6 5 6 6 6.1 59
July L .6 5 7 A 4 6 7 6 6.3 54
August ........ ... .5 5 2 .3 6 6 6 6 6.0 56
September ......... 4 4 -4 0 6 4 8 5 58 5.5
October ........... 4 3 0 3 4 A4 5 5 5.2 53
November ......... 3 3 -3 -2 A4 4 5 4 43 50
December ......... 3 4 3 2 2 5 4 4 4.2 48
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percent in charges for natural gas and electricity. Charges
for other household services such as housekeeping and
home repair services rose slightly, while mortgage interest
rates declined in December for the eighth consecutive month.
The index for medical care services rose 0.6 percent in
December. The index for transportation services was un-
changed, following large increases in each of the 3 pre-
‘ceding montbhs.

Annual changes

For the 12 months ended in December 1976, the CPI
rose 4.8 percent, compared with an increase of 7.0 per-
cent in 1975 and 12.2 percent in 1974. All three major
components of the CPl—food, other commodities, and
services—increased less in 1976 than in 1975. Particularly

notable was the slowdown in the food component, from
an increase of 6.5 percent in 1975 to Q.6 percent in 1976
(table B). The index for commodities other than food
rose 5.1 percent in 1976, compared with 6.2 percent in
1975. The services index rose 7.3 percent in 1976, less
than the 8.1-percent rise in 1975, and accounted for al-
most three-fifths of the December-to-December rise in the
CPL.

Food

Prices of food purchased in grocery stores—the major
part of the CPl food index—declined 0.9 percent in 1976,
the first December-to-December decline since 1961. Prices
of most types of food at the retail level were responsive to
changes at the primary market level. As expanded supply

Table B. Percent changes in Wholesale and Consumer Price Indexes, 1974-76

Decem- | Decem- ( | 3 months et::iing-.—
ber 1974/ ber 1975 Compound annual rate, seasonally adjusted except as noted)
Index to to
Decem- | Decem- 1975 1976
ber 1975| ber 1976 : Septem- | Decem- Septem- | Decem-
March June ber ber March June ber ber
Consumer Price Index
Alitems ..........ooiiiniann. 7.0 4.8 6.6 70 74 7.3 29 6.1 58 4.2
Food ......covivilnnnnn., 6.5 6 5 9.7 8.0 8.3 -7.9 7.2 1.8 1.1
Commodities less food ....... 6.2 5.1 8.0 5.3 7.5 4.3 29 56 6.6 5.4
ServiCes . ........uveeeeua.n 8.1 7.3 9.3 6.8 74 9.3 106 6.2 71 54
All items less food and energy
items! L. 6.7 6.2 94 5.1 5.8 71 7.7 55 6.7 49
Commodities less food and
energy items' ... ... 5.7 5.3 94 4.2 5.0 44 5.2 5.7 56. 5.0
Services less energy items! ... .. 7.7 6.9 8.5 6.3 6.7 9.3 1141 5.5 69 38
Energy items! ... 1.6 6.8 1.4 17.0 236 6.0 —83 10.2 146 128
Wholesale Price Index
All commodities ............... 4.2 4.7 —5.2 6.5 10.8 6.5 -1.8 6.6 4.7 9.0
Farm products and processed
foodsandfeeds ............ -3 —1.1 -24.7 18.3 18.3 —4.1 —-156.8 18.0 -11.0 79
Crude food and feeds® ... ..... 39 -39 [-374 63.8 16.8 -20 {-249 30.7 |-—2438 15.1
Intermediate materials for food
manufacturing3 ........... —26.5 ~7.2 —46.6 -394 223 —-26.2 -11.1 -34 -11.7 —2.2
Consumer foods . ............ 5.5 ~2.5 -14.3 28.7 1.2 9 —-20.5 16.8 -12.2 1.7
Industrial commodities .......... 6.0 6.4 3.9 21 8.0 108 3.2 3.6 96 89
Crude materials except foods . .. 4.5 135 -13.0 135 16.7 44 19 17.3 144 213
Intermediate materials
except foods .............. 5.4 6.3 44 2 5.8 121 3.7 3.3 9.3 9.3
Producers’ finished goods . ... .. 8.2 6.5 12.7 4.8 6.3 9.1 6.8 3.3 5.7 100
Consumer finished goods
exceptfoods .............. 6.7 4.8 35 4.1 10.7 9.3 5 23 101 6.8
Industrial commodities
except fuels ............... 5.0 6.1 5.1 2 4.3 106 6.1 36 6.9 8.0
Fuel and fuel products . ....... 12.7 8.1 -2.2 136 28.7 13.7 -12.7 3.2 246 216

1 . . . s . .
Energy items in the CPlincliude gasoline, motor oil, fuel oil,

fuel oil, coal, natural gas, and electricity.
Does not include plant and animal
included in farm products index.

fibers, which are

3 . . .
Does not include manufactured animal feeds, which are

included in processed foods and feeds index.
Not seasonally adjusted.
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outpaced demand, prices for foods at the primary market
level declined in 1976 at all stages of production—crude,
intermediate, and finished foods.

At the farm level, prices for cattle, hogs, poultry, and
milk—which advanced sharply in 1975—declined in
1976. Grain prices continued to decline in 1976, as they
did in 1975. On the other hand, coffee and cocoa bean
prices rose substantially, and egg prices rose more than in
1975. Among intermediate materials used in food manu-
facturing, prices declined for flour, sugar, and milk used in
processing. Reflecting these changes, retail prices for beef,
pork, poultry, cereal and bakery products, and sugar de-
cined in 1976, while coffee prices advanced sharply.

As usual, food prices displayed considerable volatility
during the year, and the magnitude of change was gen-
erally larger at the farm level than at the retail level, (chart
A, table C). The direction of change was influenced greatly
by the behavior of meat prices.

Cattle and beef prices declined almost steadily during
the first three quarters of 1976, except for a brief period
early in the spring when prices climbed due to a strike
threat by the Teamsters’ Union. Beef production through
mid-August was at a record high or 11 percent above its

Table C. Percent changes in food prices, 1974-76

level a year earlier. The bulk of the production was made
up of grain-fed cattle, but because of dry weather during
the summer, grass-fed cattle, including cows, were marketed
at a higher rate than had been expected. Prices turned up
sharply in the fourth quarter, as fewer grain-fed cattle
were marketed as a result of reduced feedlot placement
during the summer.

In contrast to beef, pork production declined during
the first half of 1976 as a result of reduced farrowings in
the fall of 1975. Prices for hog and pork, therefore,
generally rose during the second quarter of 1976, although
the increases were held down by competitive pressures
from large supplies of beef. After mid-year, hog and pork
prices tumned down sharply as hog slaughter and pork
production rose in response to a 16-percent increase in the
spring pig crop. The June-November pig crop was up 18
percent from the same period in 1975.

Poultry prices declined during most months of 1976.
Because of higher prices during 1975, poultry producers
stepped up production in 1976 to record levels or 14
percent above 1975 production through September 1976.
Although output was down slightly during the fourth
quarter, poultry prices remained under competitive pres-
sure from increased pork supplies.

3 months ending—
Decem- | Decem- (Compound annual rate, seasonally adjusted)
ber 1974/| ber 1975
Commodity Index to to 1975 1976
Decem- | Decem-
ber 1976/ ber 1976 March June Se:t;m- Debc:rm- March June Se:t;m- De::'m-
Consumer foods ....... CPI 6.2 0.6 -2.1 11.3 8.2 8.6 -11.7 7.7 0.7 1.1
WPI 6.5 -25 | —143 28.7 11.2 9 -~20.5 168 —-12.2 11.7
Beefandveal ....... CPI 9.1 -80 | -33.2 1008 | -126 212 | -37.4 19.1 -214 224
WPI 309 | —14.7 -20.8 275.9 -76 9.3 —68.7 175 | —13.5 66.3
POrk covvvvnnnennnn CP{ 314 | —204 -14 75.2 49.1 166 -~31.7 20.6 -30.3 —30.2
WPI| 268 | —-149 220 79.0 51.1 -215 -25.5 47.8 -57.9 13.2
Poultry ........... CPI 8.8 —-145 | —-21.2 213 | 213 20.8 -343 12.2 -33.9 9.3
WPI 74 | —158 | —464 1176 | —16.0 354 —43.8 141 —-41.1 33.2
Cereal and bakery
products . ......... CPI 3 -1.6 16.0 -19 —-4.9 —-68 —-4.4 8.3 9 | -103
WPI -4.0 -34 2.0 —6.1 -1.1 -108 23 88 | —156.1 -8.0
Dairy products ..... CPI 6.6 3.6 -8 0 119 168 6.2 5.4 119 -74
WPI 16.8 -23 1.9 1341 28.5 254 -133 8.2 6.8 —-9.5
Fresh fruits and
vegetables ........ CPI 8.4 8.7 1.3 7.7 174 9.0 -174 —-163 393 29.5
) WP 16.2 -84 | —199 80.9 29.0 -4 | -309 -58.8 2343 —25.8
Processed fruits and
vegetables ........ CPI 4.6 -3.0 —2.0 -5.3 4.6 235 -4.0 -7.0 2.2 -3.2
WPI -9 43 2.1 9 —59 -7 -1.2 6.1 5.0 76
[T~ CPI 2.2 99 | —-19.0 13.8 —-4.8 238 ~11.2 46.5 —-4.7 17.5
WPI 6.2 1.1 8.2 -73 129 14.7 -30.0 130.8 | —-25.8 27.2
Sugar and sweets' . ... CP! —-19.1 —-6.5 | —129 | —404 24 | —194 —5.7 —5.5 -7.8 —2.2
WPI ~50.4 —1 4‘.\4 —61.7 -728 -3.0 —-40.9 40.8 —-164 | -514 —6.1

L . In the WPI, this title is sugar and confectionery.
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Chart A. Changes in prices of food by stage of processing, 1972-76

{Percent change over 3-month span, annual rate, seasonally adjusted)
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Table D. Percent changes in prices of consumer goods other than food, 1974-76

3 months ending—
b[: ?9";'4 b[: ?9";5 {Compound annual rate, seasonally adjusted)
Commodity Index to to
Decem- | Decem- 1975 1976
ber 1975| ber 1976 arch Junc Se;;teerm- Dt::'m- March June Se::m- Dc::'m-
Commodities less food .. CPI 6.2 5.1 8.0 5.3 7.5 4.3 29 5.6 6.6 54
WP1 6.7 4.8 3.5 4.1 "10.7 9.3 5 23 10.1 6.8
Nondurables less
food' ............ cPl 5.2 44 41 4.9 8.2 4.2 8 a7 7.3 5.1
WPI 7.6 5.4 2.3 5.4 144 9.5 -9 2.6 133 7.2
Apparel less
footwear ....... CPIi 1.5 3.9 -6 -3 4.1 3.2 23 34 8.0 1.9
WPI 1.0 5.8 3 -35 9 6.8 9.8 3.5 5.9 4.0
Footwear ....... CPI 2.5 5.3 4.9 -3 14 4.2 45 5.8 6.9 4.0
WPI 3.9 8.9 1.7 3.3 7.6 3.8 74 114 133 4.0
Gasoline? ....... CPi 10.5 2.7 -3.7 17.0 30.0 2.7 -17.7 8.2 15.5 8.0
WPI 23.0 5.3 -3.4 23.0 72.7 131 —-26.7 2.7 40.5 16.2
Heating fuel 3 . CPI 8.7 6.4 -7.5 14.5 28.8 21 -8.1 9.4 18.6 7.3
WPI 121 40 | —254 13.8 424 31.6 -215 -3.1 28.6 19.5
Durables! .......... CPi 7.6 6.1 13.6 6.3 6.2 44 6.9 6.5 5.8 5.2
WPI 5.1 3.9 6.1 1.2 44 9.2 34 11 5.1 6.2
Newcars ....... CPI 7.3 4.8 9.3 3 6.1 14.4 2.4 1.2 6.7 8.8
WPI 6.0 5.3 3.7 1.8 3.7 15.7 26 .6 6.7 11.7
Furniture ....... CPI 5.5 3.2 6.3 7.4 3.9 4.7 3.8 0 1.3 7.6
WPI 3.5 6.0 2.8 -1.1 3.6 8.7 4.1 4.6 7.0 8.5
Appliances,
including radio
andTV ....... CPI 49 3.2 7.5 4.2 4.5 3.7 54 4.3 2.0 13
WPi 4.3 1.3 6.1 4.2 24 45 2.0 34 0 3

Includes items not shown sepacately,
CP1 includes motor oil.

Large supplies of other farm products such as grains,
rice, and milk contributed to the declines in prices of
cereal and bakery products and dairy products, particularly
after mid-1976. Prices of grains moved up early in the
year due to adverse weather conditions in the Midwest
but declined after mid-year as the damage was less severe
than expected. Growing and harvesting conditions in the
summer and fall were quite favorable and production of
both wheat and corn reached record levels. In addition,
export demand for wheat was down sharply because most
world wheat-producing countries, including the Soviet
Union, had excellent harvests in 1976. Rice prices declined as
world supplies expanded at a faster rate than demand.
World rice production for the 1975-76 season was 6.4
percent higher than the previous year’s record crop. The
U.S. carryover supplies at the start of the 1976-77 grow-
ing season were at the highest level in 20 years due to de-
dlines in exports. The gain in milk production resulted
from substantial increases in output per cow, a reflection
of favorable milk-feed price relationships during 1976.
Processors’ prices for butter and cheese, which were at
record high levels at the end of 1975, declined during 1976
due to lower milk prices and decreased consumer demand;
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3 CP1 includes coal.

prices for these products at the retail level rose considerably
less in 1976 than in 1975.

Heavy worldwide production and sluggish industrial and
consumer demand led to a 27.6-percent decline in whole-
sale raw sugar prices in 1976; the previous year, prices fell
70 percent after rising over 320 percent in 1974. The in-
creased switch by manufacturers to sugar substitutes,
especially high fructose corn syrup, contributed to the
decline in sugar prices during 1976. At the retail level,
sugar prices declined 18.4 percent in 1976, compared with
a decline of 58 percent in 1975.

Coffee prices advanced rapidly throughout 1976. By the
end of the year, green coffee prices were double their level
at the end of 1975; wholesale prices of roasted coffee
were up almost 70 percent and retail prices almost 60
percent. Coffee prices began to rise around mid-1975 after a
severe frost and subsequent drought in Brazil wiped out a
large portion of that country’s production capacity. The
Brazilian coffee crop is not expected to return to normal
for several years. The effect of the civil war in Angola and
the disruption of transportation in Guatemala by a major
earthquake also contributed to the accelerated price in-
creases in 1976. Like coffee, supplies of cocoa beans were



extremely limited during 1976 because of adverse con-
ditions in growing areas and prices rose 120 percent.

Commodities other than food

As with food, prices of other consumer goods generally
move in response to prices at the manufacturers’ level.
However, the timing and magnitude of change are likely
to differ, depending on prevailing demand and supply con-
ditions in consumer markets. In 1976, the direction of
change in the CPI for consumer goods other than food
was similar to the corresponding WPI component, partic-
ularly when used car and house prices which are not in the
WPI were excluded (table B and chart B). Omitting these
prices, the increase in the CPlI was 4.4 percent in 1976,
compared with 5.3 percent in 1975. The WPI for consumer
finished goods other than food rose 4.8 percent in 1976,
compared with 6.7 percent in 1975.

The slower rise in prices of nonfood consumer goods
in the WPI and the CPl in 1976 than in 1975 was primarily
due to considerably smaller increases in gasoline prices.
Prices for fuel oil, appliances, and new cars also increased
less in 1976. On the other hand, prices for apparel, foot-
wear, textile housefurnishings, and tires increased more in
1976 than in 1975.

Although the direction of change was the same, the
magnitude for consumer goods excluding foods, used cars,
and houses in the CPI—4.4 percent—was smaller than in
the WPI—4.8 percent. Retail prices of nonfood commodities
have usually risen somewhat faster than manufacturers’
prices whether used cars and house prices were included or
excluded. This relationship existed in all but 3 years dur-
ing the period from 1956 through 1971. Increases in 1972
were about the same; since 1972, however, increases in
manufacturers’ prices have been consistently larger than at
retail. From 1971 to 1974, wage and price controls may
have contributed to the divergence from the historical
pattern. The larger increase in the WPI component in 1975
was due almost entirely to the sharper increases in gasoline
and fuel oil prices in the WPL

In 1976, gasoline prices continued to record larger in-
creases in the WPI than in the CPI. In addition, prices of
other consumer goods such as apparel, footwear, tires,
tobacco products, and furniture increased more at the
manufacturers’ level than at retail. The smaller rise in retail
prices may be due in part to the usual lag before goods
carrying higher manufacturers’ prices appear in consumer
markets. Apparently, a weakness in demand prevented re-
tailers from passing through price increases to the usual
extent. On the other hand, large increases in materials
prices in late 1975 and during most of 1976 exerted strong
upward pressure on prices of finished consumer goods at
the manufacturers’ level.

In the spring of 1975, the economy started to pick up
from the 1974 recession. Prices of crude industrial ma-
terials turned up sharply in the second quarter. As the

recovery continued during the summer of 1975, retailers
and manufacturers began to replenish their inventories,
and production of materials and finished goods started to
rise again. Price rises for intermediate materials and
finished goods accelerated in the last half of the year.

As retail sales remained strong early in 1976, produc-
tion increased more rapidly than growth in final demand,
resulting in a high rate of inventory accumulation. As
consumer demand weakened around mid-year, the rise in
industrial production slowed sharply. Reflecting the slow-
down in the economy, prices of crude industrial materials
(other than fuels) were virtually unchanged in the third
quarter, after large increases in the first two quarters.
Price rises for intermediate materials (other than fuels),
however, accelerated in the third quarter as a widely ex-
pressed concern to provide profits needed for capital ex-
pansion encouraged producers to pass through earlier in-
creases in costs of materials, fuels, and laber. An upturn in
construction activity also contributed to the third quarter
acceleration. Price rises for finished goods also gained
momentum, with earlier increases in material costs con-
tributing significantly to the advance.

The Iull in economic activity continued early in the
fourth quarter. Even new automobile sales—a major
stimulus to the economy in 1975 and during much of
1976—were not as strong initially for 1977 models, par-
ticularly small cars, as the industry had expected. Prices
for crude industrial materials (other than fuels) rose
slightly in the fourth quarter, while prices at the inter-
mediate level continued to show large increases. Among
WPI industrial commodity groups, prices rose sharply in
1976 for metals, rubber, plastic, leather, and lumber prod-
ucts. Increases for chemicals and fuels were somewhat
smaller than in 1975.

Gasoline and heating oil. During the early months of 1976,
fuel prices declined reflecting relatively large inventories, as
well as the effect of the Energy Policy and Conservation
Act on prices of domestic crude petroleum and refined
petroleum products. This law decreased the composite
average crude petroleum price and limited price increases
for lower tier (old oil) production and upper tier (new oil)
production to prescribed monthly increases. Prices of both
lower tier and upper tier crude petroleum were frozen
from June 1 through December 31 under Federal Energy
Administration (FEA) regulations. Gasoline prices started
to rise in early spring as improved demand permitted re-
finers to pass along increased costs stemming from use of
a higher proportion of more expensive imported crude
petroleum. Refiners raised their prices substantially in late
spring and early summer as a sharp rise in gasoline consump-
tion reduced refinery stocks. In the late summer, gasoline
prices declined less than usual as inventories remained
tight due to less-than-seasonal declines in demand. Addi-
tionally, refiners continued to pass on higher average costs
for crude oil resulting from increased imported crude oil
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Chart B. Changes in prices of industrial goods by stage of processing, 1972-76 aAriTH
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consumption and decontrolled “‘stripper well’: crude oil
prices.

Fuel oil prices declined in the first quarter of 1976,
chiefly due to abnormally warm weather in major fuel-
consuming areas, as well as the impact of the Energy Policy
and Conservation Act. Prices turned up in the second
quarter and continued to rise for the rest of the year,
partly because natural gas shortages led some users to
switch to fuel oil for home heating. Prices of refined
petroleum products such as middle distillates (heating oil)
and residual oil were decontrolled around mid-year. How-
ever, decontrol seemed to have little direct effect on these
prices through the end of 1976. The FEA has a system-—
“distillate trigger”—designed to restore price controls if
home heating oil prices rise between 4.5 and 5.5 cents per
gallon, on the average, in a region.

Apparel prices at the manufacturers’ level rose 5.8 per-
cent in 1976, compared with 1.0 percent in 1975. The
largest increases occurred early in the year when prices
were raised for fall and winter items to be introduced at
the retail level later in 1976. Throughout the year, con-
sumers preferred apparel in natural fibers such as cotton
rather than double-knits. The change occurred when
the cotton crop was down sharply and prices were climb-
ing. Although retail prices for apparel rose sharply in the
third quarter as fall and winter clothing items carrying
higher manufacturers’ prices were introduced, weaker con-
sumer demand had led to extensive promotional sales dur-
ing the fourth quarter.

The rise in footwear prices accelerated in 1976. Prices
for cattlehides moved up sharply from mid-1975 and
through mid-1976, when demand from both the domestic
footwear industry and from foreign sources was high. How-
ever, an increase in supplies of cattle hides following un-
usually high slaughter rates and reduced demand contributed
to lower prices for hides and leather in the final quarter of
1976, and a somewhat slower rise in footwear prices.

Manufacturers’ prices for furniture increased 6.0 percent
in 1976, compared with 3.5 percent in 1975. Increases
accelerated after mid-year due in large part to higher prices
for hardwood lumber and metal products used in furniture
production, as well as the improvement in housing starts.
Retail furniture prices increased 3.2 percent in 1976, about
half the rise in 1975, as the demand for furniture was
weak during much of the year. Reflecting sluggish demand,
prices of other household durables such as appliances in-
creased less in 1976 than in 1975 at both the manufacturers’
and retail levels.

The rise in 1976 new car indexes—>5.3 percent in the
WPI and 4.8 percent in the CPI—was also somewhat smaller
than in 1975. Domestic car producers sold 22 percent more
cars in 1976 than in 1975. Auto sales in 1976 reflected a
stronger-than-expected demand for large cars and weaker-
than-expected demand for small cars. In planning produc-
tion schedules for 1976 model year cars, automakers
expected buyers to be concerned about fuel economy and

to be looking for smaller and more efficient cars. Instead,
consumers generally preferred big cars. Although production
schedules were subsequently revised, shortages of some
larger models developed during the spring and summer.
Since prices of large cars did not decline as usual during
the model year, the seasonally adjusted new car indexes
rose sharply in the third quarter. The rise in the indexes in
the fourth quarter reflected price increases for 1977 do-
mestic cars and for some imported cars. The effect of
these increases was partly offset by rebates and price cuts
on some small cars. The demand for large cars carried into
the used car market. Because large, late-model used cars
were in short supply, prices rose sharply during 1976. For
the year ending in December 1976, the used car index rose
19 percent, over twice as much as in 1975.

Price rises for fobacco products, which were relatively
moderate in the first three quarters of 1976, accelerated in
the fourth quarter, partly due to higher prices for leaf
tobacco marketed in late summer. Prices of other com-
modities such as housekeeping supplies—particularly paper
products, toilet goods, and drugs and prescriptions, con-
tinued to rise in 1976, as they had in 1975. Higher ma-
terials costs were an important factor in these prices;

"because the demand for these products is relatively in-
‘elastic, producers were able to pass through the cost

increases.

Services

Charges for all types of services—transportation, medi-
cal care, and household services—rose sharply in the first
quarter and more moderately in subsequent quarters (table
E). Nevertheless, for the year ending in December 1976,
transportation services rose 10.8 percent, almost the same
as in 1975, which was the largest since 1970. The index
for medical care services rose 10.7 percent in 1976, also
the same as in 1975. However, the 6.0 percent increase for
household services other than rent was smaller than in
1975, and rents continued to increase moderately as they
had in the previous 4 years.

Transportation services. Higher automobile insurance rates
accounted for more than 65 percent of the increase in the
transportation services index in 1976. From 1971 to 1974,
auto insurance rates rose an average of 1.2 percent while
the CPl increased at a rate of 6.9 percent. During this
period, some companies chose to forego rate increases
assuming that the energy crisis would result in less driving
and consequently fewer accidents. However, large price
increases in many sectors of the economy in 1973 and 1974
offset the decline in the number of accidents and claims.
As a result, some insurance companies were forced to be
more selective in insuring drivers. In 1975 and 1976,
insurance companies requested frequent and sizable rate
increases to recover past losses and to meet rising costs for
medical care, auto parts, and higher administrative expenses.
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Table E. Percent changes in prices of consumer services, 1974-76

3 months ending—
Decom- | Decem- (Compound annual rate, seasonally adjusted except as noted)
ber 1974 | ber 1975
Service to to 1975 1976
Decem- | Decem-
ber 1975 ber 1976 March June Se:t;m~ De:;m " | March June Se:t;m- De::fm-
SerViCeS «.vvverieernnnnncanns 8.1 7.3 9.3 6.8 7.4 9.3 10.6 6.2 741 5.4
Rent ,.....covivninneenns 5.2 5.5 5.2 4.5 4.8 6.5 5.5 5.1 5.4 5.9
Household services fess rent! . .. 8.2 6.0 10.3 8.4 49 9.3 9.1 6.3 6.2 24
Mortgage interest rates? —3.1 -48 | —159 | -6.8 6 119 | -46 | -73 20 | -91
Housekeeping and home
maintenance services 6.0 89 5.2 6.0 7.2 5.6 13.9 8.2 8.5 5.1
Gas and electricity ........ 14.2 12.2 156.3 16.7 15.2 929 6.4 1241 13.6 17.3
Medicalcare ............... 10.3 10.7 14.5 9.2 105 7.2 14.0 75 9.3 1.9
Transportation1 ............. 11.8 10.8 6.7 5.5 16.7 18.9 211 5.0 103 7.2
Auto insurance rates? . .. ... 17.9 224 2.3 111 10.2 54.5 55.0 8.8 18.6 12,0
Pubtic transportation ...... 11.9 4.6 3.2 5.1 45.0 -2 75 3.5 6.9 9
Other services” ............. 5.4 6.4 7.2 3.2 5.7 5.6 7.9 49 7.2 5.5
Personal care services>. . .. .. 5.0 84 4.7 4.1 4.6 6.7 10.4 6.7 10.5 6.2
Recreational services? . . . ... 3.5 5.0 6.2 1.6 3.0 3.2 5.7 59 45 4.1

1 inciudes items not shown separately.

In 1976, auto insurance rates increased 22.4 percent, after
a 17.9-percent rise in 1975. Among other expenses asso-
ciated with the private operation of automobiles, parking
fees rose 7.7 percent in 1976, about the same as in 1975
and auto repairs and maintenance increased 6.5 percent,
less than in 1975.

In the public transportation sector, airplane fares were
raised 3 times during 1976, for an increase of 7.4 percent,
a larger rise than in 1975. Despite keen competition from
other modes of transportation, railroad fares rose 7.3 per-
cent in 1976, slightly more than in 1975. However, the
increase of 3.2 percent in local transit fares in 1976 was
one-fifth as large as in 1975. Alternative revenue sources
such as special tax levies and State and Federal subsidies
enabled transit systems to meet operating expenses with-
out raising fares.

Medical care services. The rise in charges for medical care
services in 1976 and 1975 has decelerated slightly since
1974 when they rose 13.3 percent. The rise in physicians’
fees and hospital service charges accelerated early in 1974
after termination of wage and price controls; increases in
1975 and 1976—-although slightly smaller than in 1974—
were still substantial. Hospital service charges rose 11.4
percent in 1976, compared with 13.0 percent in 1975, and
14.2 percent in 1974. Charges for semiprivate and operat-
ing rooms have continued to rise rapidly. Physicians’ fees
rose 9.7 percent in 1976, 11.8 percent in 1975, and 13.3
percent in 1974. A factor contributing to the rise in
physicians’ fees has been the passing through of higher mal-
practice insurance fees. The annual adjustment of retained
earnings of health insurance companies also contributed
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significantly to the rise in the CPI medical care services
index in 1976. Health insurance premiums, represented in
the index by prices of services for which benefits are paid,
measure changes in the ratio of profits and overhead costs
to benefits.

Household services other than rent. Price increases for
household services (less rent) were smaller than in 1975
and less than half as much as in 1974. During 1976,
mortgage interest rates fell, particularly in the first 6
months and late in the year. In the first quarter, supplies
of lendable funds were ample as the flow of new savings
received by saving and loan institutions reached a record.
Consumer demand for mortgage funds during this period
was slack and the resulting supply-demand imbalance
helped rates to fall through June. However, at mid-year, a
combination of factors, such as renewed interest in real
estate and other competing money markets and concern
about possible tighter monetary policy and a resurgence of
inflation, caused lenders to restrict loans and raise rates.
Veterans Administration and Federal Housing Administra-
tion insured loan rates also rose in the third quarter. Late
in the year, inflows of savings to lending institutions were
substantial. In addition, the slowdown in the economy
lessened the demand for available funds when corporations
and government postponed borrowing from capital markets.
As a result, the index of mortgage interest rates declined in
the fourth quarter.

Other household services, such as property taxes, elec-
tricity rates, and telephone charges, increased less than in
1975. Property taxes increased less than in 1975 despite
continued rising operating expenses for schools and various



city -services. Homeowners were successful in limiting in-
creases in property taxes. Electricity charges increased less
in 1976 than in 1975 because of stable prices through
much of the year for electricity-producing fuels, particu-
larly coal. In addition, electricity producers continued to
face strong consumer resistance to further rate increases,
which resulted in delays and smaller rate increases than
requested.

In contrast to electricity, natural gas prices rose sharply
in 1976—179 percent, after increasing 20.2 percent in
1975 and 17.1 percent in 1974. Rates jumped in the second
half of the year, due in part to the Federal Power
Commission’s decision to allow higher prices for some
natural gas sold in interstate commerce. Property insurance
premiums also rose significantly in 1976—10.1 percent,
following a rise of 8.2 percent in 1975, and an average
yearly increase of 2 percent from 1971 through 1974 as
companies sought increases to catch up on past expenses.
Within the housekeeping services group, postage rates for
first class and parcel post rose in the first quarter. The in-
crease in the minimum wage in January contributed to
higher charges for domestic services, babysitters, and
laundry flatwork.

10

Rent. The CPI for apartment and home rentals advanced
5.5 percent as landlords continued to press for higher rents
to cover rising property taxes, fuel and utility charges, and
sharply higher maintenance and administrative expenses.
In 1976, new apartment construction continued to be
sluggish compared to the heavy construction period of the
early 1970%. In the face of a tight supply situation in
many areas, demand for available units was strong as some
renters continued to postpone buying a home until their
savings increased, interest rates fell further, and home prices
leveled off.

Other services. Prices for most other services in the CPI
accelerated slightly in 1976. Charges for these services—
which are more susceptible to discretionary spending than
most medical, transportation, and household services—rose
6.4 percent, compared with 5.4 percent in 1975. Personal
care services, such as beauty and barber shop charges,
apparel services such as drycleaning and laundry, and
recreational services increased more in 1976 than in 1975.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



170

1580

130

0

Chart 1. All items index and rates of change, 1967-76
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Chart 2. Commodities less food index and rates of change, 1967-76
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Chart 3. Total food index and rates of change, 1967-76
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Chart 4. Services index and rates of change, 1967-76
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Table 1. CP1—-U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

. Unadjusted .
in:‘p‘:lf::;; Unadjusted indexes percent change to m?:::‘:';ﬂz;:‘;;ﬁd_
Group or class
December| November |December | December | November| September | October to November to
1975 1976 1976 1975 1976 to October | November | December
Commodity and service groups
ABItEmS .. ...t 100, 000 173.8 174.3 4,8 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4
All items (1957-69=100) ..................... - 202.1 202.7 - - - - -
Commodities . ......ooviveiniiunnneenns 63. 355 167.7 168, 1 3.3 .2 .3 .2 .4
Food ...t e 24,675 181.1 181, 7 .6 .3 .3 -2 .2
Foodathome ..............covunnunn 19. 524 178.9 179.3 -.9 .2 .3 -.4 .2
Cereals and bakery products .......... 2,702 179.9 179.3 -1.6 -.3 -1,0 -.6 -1.1
Meats, poultry, andfish . ............. 6,641 172.0 170. 2 -10.0 -1.0 -1.4 -.3 .2
Dairy products. ...........ovvenvans 2.876 171.7 171, 4 3.6 -.2 .2 -1, 4 -.8
Fruitsand vegetables . . .............. 3.103 174, 8 175.5 2.0 .4 4.5 -1.6 .4
Other foodsathome ................ 4,202 197, 3 202,2 8.8 2.5 .5 1.4 1.3
Food away fromhome ................ 5.150 190. 0 190.9 6.1 .5 .1 .3 .6
Commodities lessfood. ... ................. 38, 681 160. 3 160. 6 5.1 .2 .4 .4 .5
Nondurables lessfood ................... 22,872 161.9 162.3 4,4 .2 .4 .5 .4
Apparel commodities ................. 7.861 150, 1 149.9 4.2 -.1 -.1 .3 .5
Men'sandboys’........... ..ot 2,475 150. 8 150. 7 4.5 -.1 -.4 .1 .5
Women'sand girls’ . ................. 3.426 147.3 146, 9 3.4 -.3 -.3 .3 .5
Footwear .............c.covuviunn 1.377 153.7 153.4 5.3 -.2 .1 .4 .5
Other apparel commodities ........... . 584 156, 4 156.9 4.5 .3 1,2 .5 .5
Nondurables less food and apparel ....... 15,011 169.0 169. 7 4.6 .4 .6 .7 .4
Gasolineand motoroil............... 3.498 180.3 179.9 2.7 -.2 1.3 .7 -.1
Tobaccoproducts .................. 1. 880 162.7 163.7 4.4 .6 .4 1.2 .4
Alcoholicbeverages . ................ 2.244 148. 6 148. 8 3.5 .1 .3 .3 .1
Fueloilandcoal. ................... 1. 045 258.0 264.5 6.4 2.5 .2 .2 1.4
Other nondurables . ................. 6,343 163.8 164.5 5.9 .4 .5 .6 .4
Durable commodities. .. ............... 15. 809 158.0 158. 4 6.1 .3 .3 .4 .6
Household durables .. ............... 4,495 147.8 148, 2 3.6 .3 .4 .5 .4
New automobiles. . ................. 1.910 139.7 140, 4 4.8 .5 1.4 .1 .6
Used automobiles. . . ................ 2. 046 179.0 178.0 19.0 -6 -1 .9 1.7
Otherdurables..................... 7.358 164.5 165.1 4.4 .4 *,2 *,2 *, 4
SErViCeS ... .viiii e 36, 645 185, 1 185.8 7.3 .4 .5 .4 .4
RENt ..ot s 4,497 147.5 148. 3 5.5 .5 .5 .4 .5
Serviceslessrent ..ot 32, 147 191. 8 192.6 7.6 .4 .6 .4 .4
Household services lessrent . ............ 16,030 202. 6 203.5 6.0 .4 .3 -1 .4
Transportation services. . . ............u. 5.012 180.2 180. 8 10. 8 .3 .9 .8 0
Medical care services .................. 5,642 204.5 205, 7 10.7 .6 .7 1.5 .6
Otherservices. . .... ...covuenneennn.. 5,643 165, 2 165.7 6.4 .3 .5 .5 .3
Special indexes:
Allitemslessfood .............ooviii i, 75. 325 171. 6 172, 2 6.2 .3 *, 5 *,5 *,3
Nondurable commodities. . ................... 47,547 171.3 171.7 2.4 .2 *,2 *, 2 *,2
Apparel commodities fess footwear .. ........... 6.485 149. 4 149, 2 3.9 -.1 -.2 .2 .5
Services less medical care services. . ............. 31.002 181.9 182.7 6.8 .4 *,5 *,3 *. 4
Insurance and finance . .........ovuviniiaan 9.808 200, 7 200,4 5.4 -.1 -.1 -.3 -.3
Utilities and public transportation ... ........... 5.484 177.0 179. 6 8.5 1.5 .8 .5 1.1
Housekeeping and home maintenance service . . ... 4, 649 216.1 216,7 8.9 .3 ¥, 6 *, 4 *,3
Appliances {includingradioand TV} ............ 1,417 124.8 124, 7 3.2 -.1 -.1 .2 .2
Expenditure classes
AlTtemMS. ..ot e 100, 000 173.8 174.3 4.8 .3 .3 .3 .4
Food ..ot 24,675 181.1 181.7 .6 .3 .3 -.2 .2
Housing............coiiiiiiinnn., 33.998 180, 7 181.6 5,5 .5 *,3 *,3 * 5
Shelter! 21,370 182.1 182.4 4,2 .2 *.3 *, 1 *,2
Rent 4.497 147,5 148, 3 5.5 .5 .5 .4 .5
Homeownership? 16. 484 194, 8 195.0 3.8 .1 *, 2 *0 *, 1
Fuel and utilities®. .. .................... 5,205 188.2 192.0 9.0 2.0 1.0 .2 1.7
Gasandelectricity . . .................. 2,722 195, 5 200.9 12.2 2.8 1.3 .1 2.6
Household furnishings and operation. ....... 7.422 171.7 172.3 6.4 .3 .4 .5 .6
Apparetandupkeep.......... ..ot 9,217 151.9 151.8 4,5 -.1 -.1 .4 .4
Transportation. ... ..oociiiiviniennrnnennnn 13,053 171. 4 171. 4 8.8 0 .6 .4 .5
PHVATE ..ot e eeennanaeenaneannns 11.729 170, 6 170, 7 9.3 .1 .8 .4 .6
Public. ...t e 1,324 177.6 178.0 4.6 .2 .5 .4 -7
Health and recreation. ..................... 18, 681 167.3 168.0 6.7 .4 *,5 *, 7 *, 4
Medicalcare.................c.oiuul.., 6.413 191.3 192,.3 10.1 .5 * 5 *1.3 * 5
Personalcare ..........covviiiieniiinn 2,505 164.8 165, 2 6.9 .2 *, 7 *,5 *,2
Reading and recreation .................. 5,148 154, 1 154, 4 4.7 .2 .5 5 .3
Other goods and services ................. 4,616 155,3 155.9 4,1 .4 .3 .7 .4
Special indexes:
Al ftems fessshelter. . . ...................... 78,630 171.6 172.2 4.9 .3 *, 4 *,4 *,3
All items less medicalcare .. .................. 93,587 172, 7 173.2 4.5 .3 ¥, 4 *,2 *3
All items less mortgage interest costs ... ......... 95,610 171.7 172.3 5.1 .3 *, 4 *, 4 *.3
CPl—domestically produced farm foods®. ........ 17,148 173.1 173.0 -3.2 -.1 *-,2 *-,7 *-,1
CPl—selected beefeuts®. . .................... 2,056 160, 5 161.9 -8.0 .9 *-2,4 *.7 *.9
Purchasing power of consumer dollar:
1967=31.00.. ... . .. . . . . . . . - $0.575 $0.574 -4,5 -2 - - -
1967-59=8$1.00. .. ... ...t - . 495 .493 - - - - -

! Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately.

? Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance

and repairs.

* Also includes residential telephones, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage services

not shown separately.

4 Calculated from the CP| food at home component by excluding fish, nonalcoholic

weight for sugar.

beef liver,
* Not seasonally adjusted.

NOTE: Index applies to month as a whole, not to any specific date.

beverages, bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup and about half of the index
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Table +A. CPI—U.S. 1976 annual average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Indexes Percent change to 1976 from—
Group or class
1975 1976 1975
Average Average Average
ANITEMS ... e e 161.2 170.5 5.8
All items (1957-69=100) ..................... 187.5 198.3 -
CommoOodities . .. ...ovvvneni e 158. 4 165.2 4,3
Food ....... ..ot 175. 4 180.8 3.1
Foodathome ....................... 175.8 179.5 2.1
Cereals and bakery products . ......... 184. 8 180. 6 -2.3
Meats, poultry, and fish . ............. 178.0 179.4 .8
Dairy products. . ......ooonevrrennnn. 156. 6 169.3 8.1
Fruits and vegetables . ... ............ 171, 0 175. 4 2.6
Other foodsathome ................ 184.8 189.9 2.8
Food away fromhome ................ 174.3 186. 1 6.8
Commodities lessfood. . .........c...ccouu... 149, 1 156, 6 5.0
Nondurables lessfood ................... 151, 7 158, 3 4.4
Apparel commodities ................. 141.2 145.8 3.3
Men'sandboys’ . ................... 142.2 147.2 3.5
Women'sand girls’ . ................. 138.1 141.9 2.8
FOOIWEAr . ..v'viereneninanenns 144,2 149.9 4.0
Other apparel commodities ........... 148.8 153.0 2.8
Nondurables fess food and apparet ....... 157.9 165.7 4.9
Gasoline and motoroit, . ............. 169.7 176. 6 4,1
Tobacco products .. ................ 153, 9 160.5 4.3
Alcoholic beverages . ................ 142, 1 146.8 3.3
Fueloilandcoal.................... 235.3 250.8 6.6
Other nondurables . ................. 151, 2 160. 2 6.0
Durable commodities. . ................ 145.5 154.3 6.0
Household durables . .. .............. 140, 3 146, 0 4.1
New automobiles................... 127.6 135.7 6.3
Used automobiles, . ................. 146.4 167.9 14,7
Otherdurables..................... 154,2 161.7 4.9
SeIVICES . oo vvve it e e 166.6 180, 4 8.3
Rent ... ... .ot 137.3 144,7 5.4
Serviceslessrent .......... ... .0 ..., 171.9 186.8 8.7
Household services lessrent . ............ 184, 7 198.4 7.4
Transportation services, . .. ............. 152.7 174.3 14,1
Medical care services .................. 179.1 197.1 10.1
Otherservices. ..... ......ovununnnn.. 152.1 161.1 5.9
Special indexes:
Allitemslessfood .........coocvrnneeien. 157.1 167.5 6.6
Nondurable commodities. . ................... 163.2 169, 2 3.7
Apparel commodities less footwear ............. 140. 6 144.9 3.1
Services less medical care services, .. ............ 164, 7 177.7 7.9
Insurance and finance ............... ... .00, 180. 4 196. 6 9.0
Utilities and public transportation 157.1 172.2 9.6
Housekeeping and home maintenance service . . ... 193, 7 210,2 8.5
Appliances (including radioand TV) ............ 118.4 123.3 4.1
AlLtems. .. oo e 161.2 170.5 5.8
Food ..o e 175, 4 180, 8 3.1
Housing .........ooiiiiniinieinnnnnnnn, 166.8 177.2 6.2
Shelter! . ...t 169. 7 179.0 5.5
Rent ... e 137.3 144.7 5.4
Homeownership? . .................... 181.7 191.7 5.5
Fuel and utilities®. . ....... 167.8 182.7 8.9
Gas and electricity 169.6 188.8 11.3
Household furnishings and operation. ....... 158, 1 168.5 6.6
Apparel andupkeep...........ioiinnaiina, 142.3 147. 6 3.7
Transportation . . ......ovevnniennneannn.n 150, 6 165.5 9.9
Private . ... 149. 8 164.6 9.9
Public. ... ... 158. 6 174, 2 9.8
Health and recreation. . . ................... 153.5 163.3 6.4
Medicalcare............cooiiiiunnvennn 168. 6 184, 7 9.5
Personalcare .............oivniinienen 150, 7 160.5 6.5
Reading and recreation .................. 144. 4 151.2 4,7
Other goods and services .. ............... 147. 4 153, 3 4,0
Special indexes:
Allitemslessshelter. .. ...................... 159.1 168.3 5.8
All items Jess medicalcare .. ........... . ... 160.9 169.7 5.5
All itemns less mortgage interest costs . .. ......... 159.1 168. 4 5.8
CP1—domestically produced farm foods®......... 173. 6 175.4 1.0
CPl—selected beef cuts®. .. ................... 170. 3 165.5 -2.8
Purchasing power of consumer dollar:
1967=81.00 .. ... . .. .. .. e $0. 621 $0.587 -5.5
1957-69=81.00. ...t . 533 .504 -

! Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. weight for sugar,

? Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance $ Calculated from the CPI beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and
and repairs. beef liver.

3 Also includes residential telephones, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage services * Not seasonally adjusted.
not shown separately.

4 Calculated from the CPI food at home component by excluding fish, nonalcoholic NOTE: Index applies to month as a whole, not to any specific date.
beverages, bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup and about half of the index
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Table 2. CPl—seasonally adjusted U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967-100)
Seasonally adjusted indexes Season:(lelr\:: :::l;:::;n&l:ai rate
Group and class 3 months ending in 6 months ending in
Septernber | October November |[Decembe
1976 1976 1976 1976 March June [September [December June |December
1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976
Commodity and service groups
AlLItemMs . ...ttt een e - - - - 2.9 6.1 5.8 4,2 4,5 5.0
Commodities . . ....coouniveenneneann. 166.8 167.3 167. 6 168.3 -1,2 6.3 4,7 3.6 2.5 4,2
Food ......iviiiiiiiiinii e 181.8 182.3 181.9 182.3 -7.9 7.2 1.8 1.1 -7 1.4
Foodathome ................... 180. 1 180.7 180.0 180. 3 -11.7 7.7 .7 .4 -2.5 .6
Cereals and bakery products ...... 182. 6 180. 8 179.7 177.7 -4, 4 8.3 .9 -10,3 1.8 -4,9
Meats, poultry, and fish.......... 176. 3 173.8 173.2 173.5 -26.0 11.9 -15.7 -6.2 -9.0 -11,1
Dairy products ................ 173, 2 173. 6 171.2 169.9 5.2 5.4 11,9 -7.4 5.3 1.8
Fruitsand vegetables .. .......... 175.7 183, 6 180, 6 181.3 -9.5 -11.9 19, 6 13,4 -10.7 16,5
Other foodsathome ............ 193.1 194.1 196.9 199. 4 -3.4 18.3 7.6 13,7 6.9 10. 6
Food away fromhome............. 188.5 188.7 189.2 190, 3 9.0 5.8 5.5 3.9 7.4 4,7
Commodities less food .. ............... 158.5 159.1 159, 8 160, 6 2.9 5.6 6.6 5.4 4,2 6.0
Nondurables lessfood ............... 160. 2 160.8 161.6 162.2 .8 4.7 7.3 5.1 2.7 6.2
Apparel commodities ............ 147.7 147.5 147.9 148. 6 2.5 4,0 7.7 2.5 3.2 5,0
Men’sandboys’................ 149, 7 149.1 149, 3 150. 0 7.2 0 10.5 .8 3.5 5.6
Women’s and girls’ . . 143, 6 143.2 143,7 144. 4 -1.4 6.8 6.1 2,2 2.6 4,1
Footwear .................... 152, 1 152.3 152.9 153. 6 4.5 5.8 6.9 4.0 5.1 5.4
Other apparel commodities ....... 153.5 155.3 156.1 156.9 3.2 2.7 3.5 9.2 3.0 6.3
Nondurables less food and apparel ... 167.7 168.7 169. 8 170. 4 -2 5.3 7.2 6.6 2.5 6.9
Gasoline and motoroil. .......... 180, 4 182, 7 184, 0 183.9 -17.7 8.2 15.5 8.0 -5.6 11,7
Tobaccoproducts .............. 160, 4 161.0 162, 9 163.5 8.2 .5 1.0 8.0 4.3 4.4
Alcoholic beverages ............ 147, 6 148.0 148, 5 148, 7 5,1 5.0 1,4 3.0 5.1 2.2
Fuel oitandcoalt ............... 258, 6 259, 1 259. 6 263.2 -8.1 9.4 18.6 7.3 .2 12. 8
Other nondurables® ............. 161.8 162. 6 163, 6 164.3 7.1 4.6 5.1 6.3 5.9 5.7
Durable commodities ............. 156.3 156.8 157.4 158, 3 6.9 6.5 5.8 5.2 6.7 5.5
Household durables .. ........... 146. 3 146.9 147.7 148, 3 5.7 1.7 1.4 5.6 3.7 3.5
New automobiles............... 136. 8 138.7 138.9 139.7 2.4 1.2 6.7 8.8 1.8 7.7
Used automobiles ............. 173.5 173.3 174.8 177.8 31.2 26.9 9.3 10,3 29.0 9.8
Other durables!................ 163.9 164.2 164.5 165. 1 2.3 5.7 6.9 3.0 4,0 4.9
ServiCeS ...ttt i 183.0 184, 0 184.7 185. 4 10, 6 6.2 7.1 5.4 8.4 6.2
Rent ... .ttt 146, 3 147.0 147. 6 148, 4 5.5 5.1 5.4 5.9 5.3 5.6
Services lessrent . ................. 189. 6 190, 7 191, 4 192.1 11,7 6.2 7.3 5.4 8.9 6.3
Household serviceslessrent......... 201, 3 201.9 201.6 202.5 2.1 6.3 6.2 2.4 7.7 4.3
Transportation services . ........... 177.5 179.1 180. 6 180. 6 21.1 5.0 10,3 7.2 12.8 8.7
Medical care services .............. 200, 2 201.7 204,77 205.9 14.0 7.5 9.3 11.9 10.7 10. 6
Otherservices ............covuunnn 163.3 164.1 165.0 165.5 7.9 4,9 7.2 5.5 6.4 6.3
Special indexes:
AflitemsTess food . . .......oovvennann... 170.0 170. 8 171. 6 172.2 5.3 7.0 7.4 5.3 6.1 6.3
Nondurable commodities!................ 170, 7 171.0 171.3 171.7 -2.1 5.6 4.1 2.4 1.7 3.2
Apparel commodities less footwear ......... 146.9 146. 6 146.9 147. 6 2.3 3.4 8.0 1.9 2,8 4.9
Services less medical care services! .. ... 180. 4 181.3 181.9 182.7 8.9 4.9 8.2 5,2 6.9 6.7
Insurance and finance ................... 199.7 199.5 198.9 198. 4 13.4 4.6 6.7 -2.6 8.9 1.9
Utilities and public transportation . ......... 175.7 177.1 177.9 179. 8 5.7 9.1 9.9 2.7 7.4 9.8
Housekeeping and home maintenance service! . 214.0 215.2 216.1 216.7 13.9 8.2 8.5 5.1 11.0 6.8
Appliances (includingradioand TV} ....... 124, 1 124, 0 124. 3 124,5 5,4 4.3 2.0 1.3 4,9 1.6
Expenditure classes
Allitems ... .. i i e - - - - 2.9 6.1 5.8 4,2 4.5 5.0
Food ............ .. 181. 8 182, 3 181.9 182, 3 -7.9 7.2 1.8 1,1 -.7 1.4
Housing* 179.5 180, 1 180, 7 181. 6 5.5 4.7 7.0 4,8 5.1 5.9
Shelter 1.2, ... ... 181.5 182.0 182.1 182. 4 3.0 4.4 7.6 2.0 3.7 4,8
ReNt ...ttt i 146. 3 147.0 147. 6 148. 4 5.5 5.1 5.4 5.9 5.3 5.6
Homeownership & ............... 194, 4 194, 8 194.8 195, 0 1.9 4,3 8.0 1.2 3.1 4,6
Fuel and utilities *. ................. 186.8 188, 6 189.0 192.2 2.8 9.8 11.7 12,1 6.2 11.9
Gas and electricity . ............... 193.8 196.3 196.5 201, 7 6.4 12.1 13.6 17.3 9.2 15.5
Household furnishings and operation. . . . 169.7 170. 4 171. 2 172.3 13,2 2.7 3.6 6.3 7.8 4.9
Apparelandupkeep................... 149.5 149, 4 150, 0 150, 6 3.7 4,2 7.3 3.0 3.9 5.1
Transportation 169, 7 170.7 171. 4 172.3 6.5 9.8 13.0 6.3 8.1 9.6
Private ..o .ot i 168. 6 170.0 170, 6 171. 6 6.5 11.0 12.5 7.3 8.7 2.9
Public ..... ... i 176.5 177. 4 178, 1 176.9 7.5 3.5 6.9 .9 5.5 3.8
Health and recreation ! 165, 3 166. 1 167.3 168, 0 8.1 5.6 6.3 6.7 6.8 6.5
Medical care ! 187.9 188.9 191, 3 192.3 14.2 7.0 9.5 9,7 10. 6 9.6
Personalcare . .................... 162.8 163.9 164.8 165.2 7.4 6.2 7.7 6.0 6.8 6.9
Reading and recreation .............. 152, 5 153.3 154, 1 154, 6 5.0 3.5 4.9 5.6 4,2 5.2
Other goods and services ............. 153, 7 154, 2 155,3 155.9 6.3 3.7 .8 5.8 5.0 3.3
Special indexes:
All items less shelter!. .. ................. 170. 4 171.0 171. 6 172.2 3.0 6.9 5.6 4,3 4.9 4.9
All itemns less medicalcare !............... 171, 7 172. 4 172.17 173.2 2.4 6.4 5.5 3.5 4.4 4.5
All items less mortgage interest costs®....... 170.4 171.1 171, 7 172.3 3.2 6.9 5.6 4.5 5.1 5.1
CP{—-domestically produced farm foods * 5 . . 174. 8 174, 4 173.1 173, 0 -8.7 2.5 -2.5 -4.1 -3.2 -3.3
CPl—selected beefcuts* & ............... 163.4 159. 4 160.5 161.9 -21.8 5.4 -9.7 -3.6 -9.2 -6.7
1 Not s.easonally adjusted. beverages, bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup and about half of the index
2 Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. . weight for sugar.
3 Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance ¢ Calculated from the CPl beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and
and repairs. beef tiver.
4 Also includes residential telephones, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage services
not shown separately. . : "
s Calculatgd from the CP! food at home component by excluding fish, nonalcoholic NOTE: Index applies to month as a whole, not to any specific date.
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Table 3. CPl—food items, U.S. city average

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

item and group

tndex

Percent change to December 1976

from—-

December 1976

December 1975

November 1976

Unadjusted S::jsl?:ti'c'ly Unadjusted Unadjusted S::isssntzlév
Food ... e e e e 181. 7 182.3 0.6 0.3 0.2
Food away from home. . .. oo ittt e it et 190.9 190. 3 6.1 .5 .6
Restaurant Meals . ... .....vrneneeene e iiireinnnnns 189, 8 (! 6.2 .5 (&)
SNAcKS . .. e e 196.0 196, 2 5.5 .3 .6
Foodathome ...........iiiuiiiiiiiiiiii i, 179.3 180.3 -.9 .2 .2
Cerealsarndbakery products . .........cviiiiniiononnannnn 179.3 177.7 -1,6 -.3 -1.1
T T 147,2 145, 9 -8.6 -2.1 -2.17
Crackermeal ... vivniinii ittt 222.0 224.2 -1.2 0 .5
Cornflakes ... iiouiiniii i i i i e 165.1 164.0 -.5 .1 -.3
2 11O 187.9 184.0 -11.2 -1.7 -3.3
Bread, White. . . ... o\onetiennt et 162.0 ! .2 -2 (&)
Bread,wholewheat . .............oiiiiiiiiiiiiiainn, 179.2 178, 1 0 -6 -.5
COOKIES .+ v vt ettt e et ee it 191, 6 & 4,5 2.0 (&)
LaYer CAKE & vttt ettt et e e 187.2 186.3 -1.1 .5 .6
Cinnamon rolls . ...ttt ittt e 196. 0 193.7 -1.3 -1.4 -1.8
Meats, poultry,andfish .. ........... ... cooiiiiiiiiii, 170.2 173.5 ~10.0 -1.0 .2
Meats . ...t i it 167. 4 170.8 -11.8 -1.4. .1
Beefandveal .........«.oviiiiiii i 160, 7 166. 4 -8.0 .8 2.4
Steak, round ... .. i i i i 158, 2 165.8 -10.7 .7 3.1
Steak, SiroiN .. .ovtti i i i e 159.8 167.5 -8.9 2.4 4.5
Steak, porterhouse. . ... iveriner i reenrennns 174.6 180.9 -7.6 1.4 3.1
RUMP FOGST .o\ iv e et vt eeeenennanannnnannns 157.9 164.5 -7.8 2.9 4.7
Ribroast ........ oottt 187.8 191. 8 -7.4 3.2 3.6
Chuckroast .......cooiuiuin ittt it 161,11 167.8 -12,7 -.9 .2
Hamburger. . ...oouu ettt iiine i iiaanaans 156. 4 161. 4 -4.8 -.8 .7
Beefliver ...t i i i e e, 122, 7 123.8 -13,0 .7 1.9
Vealcutlets ...ttt in s 181.7 183.5 -5.2 -.3 .2
POTK . 4ttt it e e e e e e s 174.7 177.0 -20.4 -4,2 -2.0
ChopS. .ot i i i i e e 159, 7 165.0 -19,2 -5.2 -2.2
LOMN OGSt - .tiieee et e eeeinianenannan 168, 4 174.3 -22.6 -6.2 -3.3
SAUSAGE ..ot ittt i e e e 204.4 206.9 -17.7 -4.3 -1,4
Ham,whole .. ... .. ... it iiiinanans 190.4 182.0 -14,1 3.9 1.5
PICNiCS . vt i s 163. 4 164, 2 -22,4 -3.1 -1,8
Bacon ..\ e 176, 7 178.5 -24.3 -6.9 -4,1
Othermeats . . ......vivne i iniaiennnneesnnnns 171.8 171. 6 -5.2 -1.5 -1.2
Lamb ChOps ..o vt ii it i i i e e 181.2 184,11 .6 -1.1 -.8
Frankfurters ...t iniiiniinans 157.0 157.8 -10.0 -2.1 -.9
Ham,canned ....... ...ttt 194.9 190.9 -7.1 ~2.9 -3.3
BOlOgNasausage ............cevvivnuennnnnnnnanns 169.2 168. 4 -6.3 -1.4 -1.0
Salamisausage . ... .. viiit i e 165.5 164.8 -2,1 -.8 0
LIVEIWUSIE . ..ttt ianiiieiei e 162, 2 161.9 -6.1 -.8 -.7
PoUItTY e e e e e 144, 0 149, 8 -14.5 -.3 2.7
Fryingchicken........ ... ..ot inn, 143.5 152.3 -17.0 -.1 3.7
Chicken breasts .. ........uveeeennvinnnnrenenaneenns 156. 2 161.5 -7.4 .4 1.7
TUrKEY oo e e 134.7 132, 6 -9.4 -2.0 .8
Fish o e e e 237.6 ! 11.0 .9 (&)
Shrimp, frOZen. .. .o v it 231.3 (*) 12.8 0 )
Fish, fresh or frozen. .. ....vevevvenennenennnnnennns 267.3 (") 17.1 1.3 (")
Tunafish, canned. .. .....o.vuiirinnenieniienneenns 193, 6 194.2 9.1 .1 -.4
Sardines, canned .. ........ i i e 257.3 254.5 5.6 1.8 1.7
Dairy PrOQUCES . . . o e et eeee e eareneenenanernnananeans 171. 4 169.9 3.6 -.2 -.8
Mitk, fresh, grocery . ....ovviinvin e ene s 161, 8 160.7 2.5 -.6 -.9
Milk, fresh, skim. .. ........ . . i e 179. 4 178, 3 3.7 -.2 -.8
Milk, @vaporated. . ... ..ovvirit it e s 209.4 (&) 8.4 .4 (&)
lcecream ... ..t it i i e 163.6 161.2 4.8 1.8 .7
Cheese, AMEriCan ProCess .. ......c.ocovvvusvrcneencsnnes 201.3 200,3 3.3 .3 0
Butter ... e e 154.5 149, 4 2.3 -1.3 -2.0
Fruitsandvegetables ............ .00 iiiiiiiiinin s 175.5 181.3 2.0 .4 .4
Fresh fruitsand vegetables. . .........ooiiini i unn, 171. 4 183.7 5.7 .4 1.4
Freshfruits ... .. ittt 165.1 177.9 13.9 -1,1 1.7
ADDIES . . e 166, 6 181, 7 28.5 5.4 0
Bananas .. ..ottty 145,1 155, 4 -.3 -2.5 .5
OFaNGES .+ v ve e v te s eennanannnesennaneeanns 155.7 157.8 .2 -7.5 -2.3
Orange juice, fresh . . ... ... it r e, 157.0 ) 5.7 .1 ()
Grapefruit .. ...t e e e e 147.0 164, 6 6.4 -7.3 -4,4
GAPES . . v e ve e vt e e et e et e e e () (%) (?) (2) ()
StrawberIES . . vttt () (2) (2) (%) (2)
Watermelon .......oourni it (?) (2) (2) (3) (2)
Freshvegetables. ... ......c.oviiiiiniennnrennnnnnenns 176.7 188. 6 .3 1.6 1.3
POtatoeS. . .t i e e e e 168.0 190. 3 -11.9 2.1 2.8
OMONS s o ettt it ieerraneenenncannasonncaenerenna 155, 9 171.3 -6,8 4,7 4,5
ASDATAgUS. . o .o ot e e (?) ! (%) () )
L 188.'1 198. 6 27.2 32.4 32.3
{07 e 3O 190, 7 186.4 23.6 7.4 1.4
CEIBTY ettt et e e e 180. 6 184.7 -7.3 4.8 9.0
Cucumbers. .. ..ot i it e 177.8 192, 4 -8.6 29.8 12,8
[ T R 157.1 (&) -2.0 -26.5 )
PePPerS, GrEEM & .ttt i e i e 173.6 179.9 8.6 10.6 5.6
Spinach ... i i 211.5 215.8 10,4 5.9 6.0
TOMALOS . .+« v et evetevaseeanereeneareneeaennnnans 184, 2 175.8 6.2 5,3 -4.3
See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 3. CPI—food items, U.S. city average—Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Index Percent change to December 1976
from—
Item and group December 1976 December 1975 November 1976
Unadjusted s::;‘l’:ti';y Unadjusted Unadjusted s::;f:tﬂy
Food—Continued
Food at home—Continued
Fruits and vegetables—Continued
Processed fruitsand vegetables ................ ... 0oaL 181, 4 181.0 -3.0 0,2 -0.2
Fruitcocktail,canned ..........c.covvenunniiiinnnn.. 180.9 179.3 2.7 1.5 1.6
Pears,canned . ........oiiiihi i e 156, 8 155, 4 -3.0 .4 .7
Pineapple-grapefruit drink, canned. . .................... 178. 4 177.0 2.4 1.4 1.5
Orange juice concentrate, frozen .............eeveuunn.. 153.0 (&) -3,2 1.5 &)
Lemonade concentrate, frozen ............c..iuiannn. 183.5 183.0 -3.6 -.2 .1
BEOLS, CANNEA . . . .o v e ee e et eeaeenenenereeenanencns 190. 9 ! 2.7 .6 "
Peas, greencanned . . ... .......c..vuieniereniaenananan 160. 8 159.5 .5 -.2 -.2
TOMAtORS, CANNEA . . ..o ot ereeeaienansnenerennnnns. 184, 4 ) 2.7 2.3 ()
Dried beans ... .....oeeunrnr i, 243.8 (1) -20.8 -4.0 (M)
Broccoli, frozen . ..o .o ve et ie e 163.9 ) 5.4 1.8 &)
Otherfoodathome......... ... .ciiiiiiiiiinnenann, 202.2 199. 4 8.8 2.5 1.3
BOOS - - - e 193.8 179. 6 9.9 8.4 1.0
Fats and oils. . .. ovvvveer e ieiee e 177.3 174.3 -4.6 .9 .9
Margaring . . .. .oveeieree e et caan e, 190. 4 186.7 -7.4 .8 1.6
Salad dressing, Italian. ........cooevrin i rineninenan, 157. 1 156. 5 3.2 .5 .4
Salad orcookingoil .......o. it 185.0 181, 4 -7.6 1.3 1.3
SUQGAr ANA SWEEES . . ..o vt iie et te it ce e 211.1 ) -6.5 -.6 (1)
SUGAN .t 178. 4 (') -18,4 -2.1 (*)
GraPe eIy . v ot e e 217.8 (*) -3.7 -.4 ()
Chocolate bar «.....vuuvurvieeneneennrnenurnnnneens 229.1 (*) -5.3 .1 "
Syrup, chocolate flavored ...............cciciiiivian.. 214, 6 210.8 -.2 -.3 -2,1
Nonalcoholic beverages ... .....oovvvreeirervneennrenn.. 246.9 M 29.9 3.9 (M
(070 S 309. 6 M) 57.9 6.8 M)
Coffee, iNStant .. ......ovvuunnni e iaieraenaannn, 259.3 260,9 32,1 2.7 3.1
- T O 156.0 155.8 4.4 .6 -1
Carbonated drink, cola flavored. . ............coouvuin.. 195.7 () .8 .1 )
Carbonated drink, fruit flavored. .. ............oocune... 200.2 &3] 0 -.2 (')
Prepared and partially prepared foods . .................... 173.1 M) 4.8 .5 ")
Bean Soup, CANNEd . . . .. ovveevtrennrnere s 209.9 M) 8.1 .3 (M)
Chickensoup, canned .......covvvveneeeanneeenennns, 143.9 142.9 8.0 1.3 .8
Spaghetti, canned . .........coiiiiiiiiniie i 166, 1 164.8 1.2 .2 -.1
Mashed potatoes, instant . . ........cvuievrnnenernnannn. 158.9 158. 6 2.6 -.3 -.3
Potatoes, french fried, frozen ......................... 181.0 179.9 3.7 -.9 -.6
BabY fOOAS + .ot veveteneiterate e, 177.5 Y 10.2 2.9 M)
Sweetpicklerelish........ ... iiiiiiiiiiiiniiein.. 185.9 183.9 4,4 0 -.9
Pretzels ... ..ot i i e 161.5 163.0 .9 .6 1.2
! Not available. 2 Priced only in season.
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Table 3-A. CPl—food items, U.S. 1976 annual average

(C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
Indexes (1967=100) Percent change to 1976 from
item and group
1975 1976 1975
Average Average Average

Food .o e e e 175.4 180.8 3.1
Foodaway fromhome. ....... ... .. ...iviinennrvnnnnnnnnns. 174.3 186. 1 6.8
Restaurant meals . . ... ...oouuterntiiiiii et 173.2 185.1 6.9
SNACKS . o . e i e, 179.7 191, 2 6.4
Foodathome .......... ...ttt 175.8 180.0 2.4
Cereals and bakery products .............ccevvrurrnnnnnnn. 184.8 180, 6 -2.3
211V 165, 4 154, 7 -6.5
Crackermeal .........c.oiiiiiiiiiiinniiiniiiinnnens 231, 1 223.5 -3.3
COrn fIAKES .+ o ivvee et ini et e 166.5 165.5 -.6
RICB . ttiie i et e 217.0 198. 7 -8.4
Bread, white. . ......oovinniiii it i i, 165.8 162.7 -1.9.
Bread, wholewheat . ..... ... ... iiuiiiinininniienennn. 176.5 178.2 1.0
COOKIBS « o v et iie it i i i i, 186.1 189. 6 1.9
Layercake .. .oovri i iin it i 191.9 185,11 -3.5
Cinnamon rolls ... .. .ovutiii i e i e e 198, 0 195,9 -1.1
Meats, poultry,andfish . . . ...... ... ... ... iviiiianon.. 178, 0 179. 4 .8
L P 177.9 178.2 .2
Beefandveal ........ ..ottt i 170.0 164.5 -3,2
Steak, round ... . i i e i 171. 6 162.9 -5.1

Steak, sirloin . ... i i i i e 169. 4 163.5 -3.5

Steak, porterhouse. . . ....... ... ..ttt 177. 4 177.9 .3
RUMPTOBSt .\t vvinneenner e renenensneanaanns 167.7 159, 2 -5.1

L 189.5 188. 4 -.6

ChUCK TOBSt . . . it tve v riiereenneeenannaosnnnnnos 176.0 166, 0 -5.7
Hamburger. .. ....ooititeteiiiierctineannnnnnennn 162.5 160, 7 -1.1
Beefliver ...t e 144. 4 127. 4 -11,8

Veal CUtlets .o vuuuunii et iieeen i 190, 7 186. 4 -2.3

POrK . i e 196. 9 199.5 1.3

[0 T < 183.5 182.5 -.5
LOINTOBSt ... vviiiiiienesiinniteerannnnenan 195.9 197.7 .9
SAUSAGE .« vt v v nt i i ae e 218.1 226, 6 3.9
Ham,whole ... ... .o iiiiiaans 184.9 199. 6 8.0
PICMiCS . v vttt i i i i i i e e 181.1 189.0 4,4

Bacon ... ... i e e 215.6 210, 4 -2.4
Othermeats. ... ...ovviiivviiiiiiinrereinarceneans 168.5 178. 4 5.9
Lamb ChopS . . . cn it ie ittt e 172, 0 185.9 8.1
Frankfurters ............oiiiiinierinineeennnnnen 165. 6 166.9 .8
Ham,canned ........ ... ... imiriiiiiiiineennnnn 177.9 205.2 15.3
Bolognasausage ................cceeeecnnnnnnnnaan 171, 2 176. 1 2.9
Salamisausage . ... ovie i ittt i i e, 160.5 167.7 4,5
LIVErWUSTT . oo v vt vansee v vninnensnennnnnesenanans 163, 1 168. 0 3.0
POUITY .ttt it i e e e e 162, 4 155,7 -4.1
Fryingchicken. .. ...ovviiiinerneneininennnnnnenes 167.0 157. 6 -5.6
Chicken breasts ...........oeeiviiennnnnrnnenrannnes 160.7 161.5 -.5
TURKBY . . ottt e e i i 142, 8 141, 4 -1.0
Lt 203,3 227.3 11.8
Shrimp, frozen. .. ....ooii i e i e 180, 2 222.8 23.6
Fish, freshorfrozen. ...........coviiiiiiineiiiiannn 220.9 249. 4 12.9
Tunafish,canned. .. .....c..iviiireneennnnennennnn. 175.3 186.9 6.6
Sardines, canned .. ...... ... i it 235.3 248.9 5.8
Dairy ProductS. . ..o vt teieie it i ii et 156. 6 169. 3 8.1
Milk, fresh, Qrocery . ....cu.v i iiireierinrnnnaernannnn 152.7 160, 7 5.2
Milk, fresh, skim. ..ot iiiie ittt ittt 167.7 176.8 5.4
Milk, evaporated. .. ........oiiri i riren e 183.9 204.8 11. 4
ICECrBAM . o it iii ittt i ettt 151.6 158. 6 4.6
Cheese, AMEriCan PrOCESS . .« cvevvvreorecresronnrarnenns 175.8 198. 6 13.0
BUtter .. ittt i it i i i e e 124, 2 153,11 23,3
Fruitsandvegetables . .........coviieeiinniirranenernnann 171.0 175.3 2.5
Fresh fruitsand vegetables. . . ..............covviveurnn., 166, 1 170. 2 2.5
Freshfruits .. .....ciiiieniiineiirieieiiinennnnnnns 161, 1 160.8 -.2
APPIeS . oot e i e e e 162.5 155. 6 -4,2
Bananas . ... .. i i i i ettt e 149, 4 151, 3 1.3

[0 T T TP PP 154, 2 153.6 -.4
Orange juice, fresh . . ... ... ... it iiiinnns 147.0 154, 1 4.8
Grapefruit ..o e e 162, 6 159.5 -1.9

L] T 2 PPN 192, 4 216.0 12.3
Strawberries. .. ....vvi it i i 147.9 151.1 2.2
Watermelon . ... .iititii it ittt 198, 3 183, 6 -7.4
Freshvegetables. . ......ovviiiiiinineinninneneenenes 170, 4 178. 0 4,5
POtatoes. . .. ovvt it it i e e 184.4 200.1 8.5
OMIONS . vt htet ittt it i e 179.9 170.5 -5.2
ASPAragus. . . vt ot et et e e 183.8 188.8 2.7
Cabbage. .. ..oo vttt i i e i e e 153,9 151. 6 -1.5

[0 T P 168.9 160. 2 -5.2

{00 - YR 162. 8 185.5 13.9
Cucumbers. . .. ..oii ittt ittt e i e 170.9 154.9 -9,4

[ T 151.9 172, 9 13,8
Peppers, green ... ... ... iii i i s 161, 4 158. 7 1.7
SPINACR .ttt et 184, 5 196.3 6.4

TOMAtOBS. ..ottt s sttt ettt e 163.9 163.5 -
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Table 3-A. CPi—food items, U.S. 1976 annual average— Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Indexes (1967=100) Percent change to 1976 from
ttem and group
1975 1976 1975
Average Average Average
Food—Continued
Food at home—Continued
Fruits and vegetables—Continued
Processed fruits and vegetables .................... .. 000, 178.3 183,0 2,6
Fruit cocktail, canned .. .........coiiriaininenianiaa.n 177.2 177.0 -.1
Pears, Canned . . .. ...t e, 164.4 157.3 -4,3
Pineapple-grapefruit drink, canned. .. ......... ...l 171.7 175,0 1.9
Orange juice concentrate, frozen . .......c.oieninn, 153, 2 156.9 2.4
Lemonade concentrate, frozen . ........ ... i iiios 187.8 184, 4 -1.8
Beets,canned. . ... ...t i e 187.5 185.9 -.9
Peas, green canned . . ... .ottt e e 161,7 158, 4 -2.0
Tomatoes, canned .. ........ouiiininenenniaenenanan 176.3 178.3 1,1
Dried beans ... ..... ettt 235.9 280,7 19.0
Broccoli, frozen . .. ..o it e e e 153, 5 158.3 3.1
Other food athome . ...ttt iiiine i iinrenanns 184,8 189.9 2,8
EgO5 . oot e e et e et 157.8 172, 4 9.3
Fats and Oils. . . . vvttin e e e 198, 6 173.7 -12.5
Margaring. . ..o.oviii i i et 224, 6 188.3 -16.2
Salad dressing, Italian. . ........cooetii i, 155,2 152,5 -1.7
Salad or cooKiNG Ol .« v v v veieier e iieeirnnnennn 216.8 181.4 -16.3
SUGAr aNd SWEBLS « .\ o vt vtet e e 246, 2 218.2 -11.4
BT T P 308.8 201,3 -34.8
Grape Jelly . it i e e e e 230.5 221, 0 -4,1
Chocolatebar ........coiiiiiii ittt iineiaan 238.9 233,5 -2.3
Syrup, chocolateflavored ................... ... ... 215.3 214.5 -.4
Nonalcoholic beverages .. .......ooveiinierennnannennnan 178.9 214,0 19.6
[0 - N 172.9 243, 6 40,9
Coffee, INStAaNT . . . ... it er ittt enneananrnnennn 178.0 227.3 27.7
L T 145, 6 150, 7 3.5
Carbonated drink, colaflavored . ....................... 200.5 194,2 -3.1
Carbonated drink, fruit flavored. .. ..................... 203.8 199.3 -2,2
Prepared and partially prepared foods . .................... 163.0 169. 4 3.9
Bean soup, canned . ...ttt 183.1 207.8 13,5
Chickensoup,canned .........ccvuivenrernrnnnnnnenns 134,5 136.7 1.6
Spaghetti,canned ........... .. i i 163.1 163.8 .4
Mashed potatoes, instant . ..........ovviiiniiiiinen 155.9 157. 4 1.0
Potatoes, french fried, frozen ............ ... ... 168. 6 179.8 6.6
Baby foods .......vviiiiiiii i i i i 161.2 168.5 4.5
Sweetpicklerelish . .. ..ov vt ittt ieiiiinanas 172.7 180. 6 4.6
PretZelS .« ittt e i i s 163.5 160.2 -2.0
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average

{C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
Indexes Percent change to
Other December 1976 from—
Item and group index
base November December December November
1976 1976 1975 1976
HOUSING . .ottt ittt e e e e s 180, 7 181. 6 5.5 0.5
SREIter F L e e e e 182.1 182. 4 4,2 .2
Rent, residential. . ..............coi ittt 147.5 148.3 5.5 .5
Homeownership 2. . ... .o it it it s 194.8 195,0 3.8 .1
Mortgage interest rates. . ........vniuvenn i ininnernaanns 139.2 137, 4 -4,8 -1.3
PrOPEILY TAXES . o . vttt iie e in et 169. 7 170.8 3.4 .6
Property insuranCe premitim ... ...overeneeenenrenrannennn 148, 8 148.9 10.1 .1
Maintenance and repairs . ........cocuveennernnenennninas 205.1 206.0 7.1 .4
Maintenance and repair commodities *. . ... ............... 171.0 172.4 5.4 .8
EXterior house paint .. .......ovvvvrnennvnnnennennes 166, 4 168. 1 5.3 1.0
Interiorhouse paint . .. ....ooovviieenennennnnnnenans 154. 6 155.7 4,4 .7
Maintenance and repair Services . .. .....c.covunivnernian.n 220.0 220.5 7.7 .2
Repainting living and dining
TOOMIS. . oot iine et vneinnnannaiaesonrenns 232.8 233.0 6.9 .1
Reshingling house roof .............cccvevvvvninnnn.n 239.8 240.1 6.6 .1
ResidiNghouSe. . .. .o vunee i 208, 0 208.8 9.3 .4
Replacing sinK ... .cvuiuininnrneenrnnrinennsnerenas 215, 3 215,2 6.0 0
Repairing furnace. . .. ...oviieienninen e ennranns 214.2 215.9 9.0 .8
Fuelandutilities . ....... ... iiuiierniiinirennnnerenns 188.2 192.0 9.0 2.0
Fueloilandcoal ............coiiiiviiiiiivniirinnnnn, 258.0 264,5 6.4 2.5
Fuel 0il, NO. 2 o\ttt i i i eiiai e eieineearnnenans 254.8 261.2 6.6 2.5
Gasand electriCity . . oo vt eennee it et i e i e 195.5 200.9 12,2 2.8
L 212, 0 220.7 17.9 4,1
EleCtriCitY & oo v v eeeiteeee v eneeieeranrninneeeanns 180, 2 182, 4 6.4 1.2
Othier utilities:
Residential telephone services ........cooivinvrinenennenns 131,56 131.5 2.0 0
Residential water and sewerage
Services. .......... P 195.8 196.5 10.9 .4
Household furnishings and operation® ...............cc00vvunnn 171. 7 172.3 6.4 .3
Housefurnishings .. ........oovvenenn et aare e 152.9 153, 2 3.9 .2
L P 152.3 152.5 5.7 .1
Sheets, full, flat ............... st e, 157, 4 155, 4 -.4 -3
Curtains, tailored . . . . ...vuvnernerieentaieanranenrenns 146, 8 146, 6 7.4 -1
BedSpPreads. . . .o vv it 153. 8 153.5 5.0 -.2
Drapery fabrics ... ..vviveen i iiveren it 182.1 182.7 7.5 .3
Pillows,bed ........... e et 133.8 134,5 8.6 .5
Slipcovers and throws, ready-made ..............vvun..n 139.0 141, 2 6.2 1.6
Furnitureand bedding .. . ........coiiiiinrrnnnrenneneann 154.3 154.8 3.2 .3
Bedroom furniture, chest and
ArBSSBI o . vttt envevnanrsaeaseninsnssenesennnnases Mar. 70 136.4 136.9 5.1 .4
Sofas, upholstered ..........cciiiiii i, 142. 6 142, 6 1.6 0
Cocktailtables.........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiin i Dec. 71 134.0 134, 4 3.8 .3
DiNiNgroom chairs. . ... eteen i inrenoenrnncananecnes Mar. 70 140, 2 141, 2 5,5 .7
Recliners, upholstered .. .........oiiiiiiirnensnrnnnss Dec. 71 113.2 112, 8 2.1 -.4
Sofas, dual purpose . .......... ...ttt 139, 0 139.3 1,4 .2
Bedding, mattress and bOX $Prings . ... ...ovururereenann.. June 70 136, 8 137, 8 4.8 .7
Aluminum foldingchairs .. ........... ... . il 5 (®) (*) (*)
[0 157.5 157.4 3.9 -.1
FlOOr COVERINGS . ..o vviine vt nnrevnneronesoonsoncanenns 137.8 138.4 4,5 .4
Broadloom Carpeting .. ....cvvrviieneiieriniieeaans ] 125.3 125.8 3.8 .4
Vinyl sSheet goods. . . ... oovriinrerniiiireenrannannnnn 166.6 168.0 6.9 .8
Vinytfloortile ........ooiiiiiiiiii i 167.3 167.4 5.0 .1
Appliances (excludingradioand TV) ... ................eee. 137.7 137.6 4.6 -.1
Washing machines, electric. ... ......ootiiiiinnnenen.. 143.2 143.3 5.4 .1
Vacuum Cleaners ... .. ..o.uveeeeennnneeesennnnunnnennn 123.8 123.0 3.7 -.6
Refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers,
BIBCIIC . . o vttt e e e e 136.9 136.5 3.3 -3
Ranges, free standing, gas or
BIBCTIIC. o ottt e e 140, 4 141.1 4.6 .5
Clothesdryers, €lectriC. . ... ...t ienvnenrneranenraannns 152, 1 151,5 6,5 -. 4
Air conditioners, demountable. .. ............iiiiiain... (%) ) (%) (%)
Room heaters, electric, portable . ............. ... o0t 133.5 134, 0 5.2 .4
Garbage disposal Units ... ... ....iiit ittt i 136.0 135.9 4.1 .1
Other housefurnishings:
Dinnerware, finechina. ............ccoiiiieeveineeen, 191.9 192.1 7.9 W1
Flatware, stainlesssteel .............. Ve e 181.9 181, 8 .5 -1
Table lamps, withshade. ..............ccviiiiinennn. 147.1 149. 4 1.4 1.6
Lawn mowers, POWET, rotary tYpe .. .......c.ceevveennenns 164.7 164.3 5.8 -.2
Electric drills, hand-held .. ..............c....civiiin.. 129, 0 128.9 1.6 -1
Housekeeping supplies:
Laundry soapsand detergents .. ............covevencneeans 178.0 178.9 7.7 .5
Paper NAPKINS. .\ vt e ittt it e 224, 6 227.2 6.5 1.2
LI 13 T 248.7 254,2 17.8 2.2
Housekeeping services:
Domestic services, general
housework . ... ..o i e e e 214, 7 214.8 7.0 0
Baby sitterservices ......... ...ttt 220,9 221.5 11.2 .3
Postal Charges. . ... ovvvr et e e i 225.6 225.6 28.8 0
Laundry, flatwork, finished service .. ...................... 209.2 210.6 8.6 .7
Licensed day care services, preschool
child ... e e 165.9 166.3 4.6 .2
Washing machinerepairs . ............. ... .coiiiiiii. 204.8 205.5 7.0 .3
See foonotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average —Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Indexes Percent change to
Other December 1976 from—
item and group index
base November December December November
1976 1976 1975 1976
Apparel and UPKEeP &, . ... i e i i 151.9 151.8 4.5 -0.1
Apparel commMOdIties. . ... vuvein vt e e 150. 1 149.9 4.2 -1
Apparel commodities lessfootwear . ............. ..., 149, 4 149.2 3.9 -.1
Men'sandboys'....... ..o e \ 150. 8 150. 7 4,5 -.1
Men'’s:
Topcoats and all-weathercoats ................veuee.e 154, 0 154, 1 6.0 .1
Suits, yearround weight . .............ciieinnennn,. 145.0 142.9 2.1 -1, 4
SPOrt JACKELS . . oo v it it i e June 74 95.2 97.3 -6.4 2.2
Jackets, lightweight .. ........ .. ... iy 142, 4 142. 8 4,9 .3
Slacks, heavyweight .. ... ..ottt 119.6 120, 7 .4 .9
Slacks, lightweight . .. .......... oo 150.5 152.0 5.6 1.0
Trousers, work . .. ...ounenniinin i 165, 1 165, 7 8.9 .4
Shirts, WOrK . . . v iv ettt it i et e 162.2 162.5 7.0 .2
Shirts, businessordress . ....... ... ... . i il 138, 4 137.8 6.4 -. 4
T-8hirtS. L e e 161.9 162.2 5.5 .2
SOCKS . 4wttt e 137.4 137.6 4.2 .1
HandKerchiefs ... .....ooirevi i iiareinn.s 165.4 164.7 5.8 -.4
Boys':
Coats, heavyweight . .........covviiiiiveiannennnnnns 126.5 123.8 2.3 -2.1
Sport coats, wool orwoolblends ..................... 129,0 128, 8 2.8 -.2
DUNGATES ...t itiie st iiie e eiia e eannas 196.8 197.1 11,2 .2
UNdershorts . . ...ovuniniin i ieineenennnnes 158. 3 158, 2 4.8 -.1
Women’sand girls’ . . .. ... it it e e 147.3 146.9 3.4 -.3
Women's:
Coats, heavyweight .............oiirinninennennnn. 165.9 159, 3 5.8 -4.0
Carcoats, heavyweight . . .....ooviniiennnnnnnnenn.... 169.7 164.0 4.9 -3.4
SWEATETS ...\ttt ntiiiiiiiiiiin e 144.9 144, 4 -.5 -.3
Skirts, winterweight . ... ....... .. iiieiiiiianan.n 165, 2 163.5 -3.8 -1,0
SKirts, SUMMEr Weight . .. .o.vveeviviinerenannennnn.s 5 5 ) %)
Blouses. ... ... e 148.5 147. 8 6.5 -.5
Dresses, street, year roundweight . .................... 153.5 153,7 4.2 .1
SIS, ot i e e e, 130. 4 130.8 9.5 .3
Panties . ..t e i i et 154.1 154.5 8.1 .3
Girdles. ..ot i i e 136.4 135.9 4,7 -.4
Brassieres....... P 153.6 153.9 6.2 .2
Hose or panty hose, nylfon . .........coiviveenvinn.. 93,2 93.0 .5 -.2
Anklets or knee-lengthsocks .. ............couveeunnn. 138.1 138.2 3.6 .1
Gloves, fabric....... ..ottt 129.4 129.7 2.0 .2
Handbags..........coviiuninnnnn et inenenennn, 175.2 177.3 3.3 1,2
Girls':
RaINCOALS. . vttt ventr ettt nieaeannanes 141.6 140.3 6.0 -.9
Skirts, fallandwinter. ... ...... .. ... . i it 163.2 161.9 -.4 -.8
DreSSeS . L vttt e e e 140, 2 137.0 3.6 -2.3
Slacks, falland winter. . ............ ... ..o 174, 4 177.3 4.0 1.7
Slips........ 139,8 140,2 7.9 .3
Handbags 145, 6 148, 4 4,1 1.9
Other apparel commodities . ...........ceeeiennrnnnnnennnn. 156, 4 156.9 4.5 .3
Diapers ... e i it e 198.8 200, 4 10.4 .8
Yard goods. ... ...t 165.8 166.5 5.0 .4
Wrist watches, men'sandwomen’s .............ovvnnvnnenn 141, 9 141.7 2.3 -.1
Footwear . ... e e e 153, 7 153, 4 5.3 -2
Men's:
Shoes, street. . . ...t i i e i i e 160.8 161.0 8.6 .1
Shoes, work, high. ... ... ..o it i i e, 176.2 177.2 9.5 .6
Women’s:
Shoes, Street, PUMP .« ..ot ttiie e eie i ieereneineaannns 147.8 145, 4 3.3 -1.6
Shoes, eVening, pUMP . ... ..ttt eeraneerannonenennn 137.9 138.0 2.9 .1
Shoes, casual .. ........ooiini i e 155, 7 154, 9 4.8 -.5
Houseslippers, scuff ... ... ..ot 149,5 149. 8 6.0 .2
Children’s:
Shoes, oxford. . . ....ooiiri e s 153,9 153, 4 5.6 -.3
Sneakers, boys’, OXfOrd type . ... .vvi v it 150. 4 151.1 .8 .5
Dress shoes, girls’ . .. ...t irin i iinniiinnn i 161.9 162, 2 4.9 .2
Apparel services:
Drycleaning . . ..ot e e i 164.4 165.2 6.6 .5
Automatic Jaundry service . . ... ... i 147, 0 147.4 6.1 .3
Laundry, men'sshirts. . .....ovutn it it ieiin e 169.3 170, 0 7.7 .4
Tailoringcharges .. ... .couiiitnriin i it 165,5 166, 3 7.8 .5
ShoE rePaIrS . . ..ot e 154, 7 155.5 7.5 .5
TranspOrtatioN. . . ..ottt et et e 171.4 171.4 8.8 0
PrVate 7. 170. 6 170. 7 9.3 .1
Automobiles, new . ... ... i, 139.7 140. 4 4,8 .5
Automobiles, used . ... ... ... .. . o i, 179, 0 178.0 19,0 -.6
Gasoline, regular, premium, and unleaded . .................... 181.7 181.2 2.6 -.3
MOtOr Ol ... e e 161.7 161.9 2.8 .1
L I 139,5 138.9 7.8 -4
Auto repairs {mechanical) and maintenance® .................. 193.8 194.4 6.5 .3
Auto insurance premiums 199, 0 199.7 22,4 .4
Auto registration fees ..... 132.8 132.8 1.5 0
Parking fees, private and municipal ............ ... ... uu.. 190, 1 191, 0 7.7 .5

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPi—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average— Continued
{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100}

Indexes Percent change to
Other December 1976 from—
{tem and group index
base November December December November
1976 1976 1975 1976
Transportation—Continued
LT N 177.6 178.0 4.6 0.2
Local transit fares. ... ..o.vvrineinreernrererenneeannenns 175, 8 175, 8 3.2 0
Taxicab fares .........ocovvrenennnnn. i, 181.5 181. 6 6.0 .1
Railroad fares, COaCh . . ...t veireenneennrenncreneenans 169. 3 169.4 7.3 .1
Airplane fares, chiefly coach ..........coveniiniinieneinns 177.7 177.8 7.4 .1
Bus fares, intercity . .. .........ovv.... e, 203.6 2112 9.7 3.7
Health and recreation. . .. .......cceuennerernrrocranroronennas 167.3 168.0 6.7 .4
Medicalcare ? ...... e e e e 191.3 192.3 10,1 .5
Drugs and prescriptions . .. ......civeeereiteitniaaniaaanas 128.5 128.9 5.7 .3

Over-the-counter items ........... S N 142,11 142.5 6.3 .3
Multiple vitamin concentrates ........... e Ceeae 106.9 106.9 2.7 0
AsPirin COMPOUNDS .. ...voutiirvennenerncannrnnonnns 141, 0 140, 7 3.5 -.2
LiQUIdTONICS o v oo e et insenenerrnnnnceasnsnns PPN 121.7 121, 6 2.2 -.1
Adhesive bandages, packages . .. ... .ccii it e 191.0 192.7 12.6 .9
Cold tabletsorcapsules . . ......ovvveineninnernninnns 133, 6 133.2 5.0 -.3
CoUGh SYIUP. oottt iiei i e 149. 4 150, 7 7.8 .9

Prescriptions ..............c...uu. e re e, 117.1 117.5 5.0 .3
Anti-infectives ............ e 73.6 73.6 2,5 0
Sedative and HYPNOTICS, . . o\ v v vereeenenernernennnnens 167.5 167.8 6.3 .2
Ataractics. . .............. e e 116.1 116. 3 7.1 .2
ANtispasmodics . . ...ttt it 140, 3 140, 6 7.9 .2
Cough preparations . ......coeuneenruneeernneennenens 185.5 186.9 9.6 .8
Cardiovasculars and antihypertensives .. . ................ 122, 0 122, 4 2.8 .3
Analgesics, internal . ..... et 120.8 121.9 .9 .9
Hormones ......coiiiiininnrernenncnanocnanronns 112.1 112, 6 5.5 .4

Professional services:

Physicians’fees, . . ..., N 194.9 195. 6 9.7 .4
General physician, office visits......... Ceeere et 201,11 201, 7 10.0 .3
General physician, house Visits. .. .......cocvvvivronranen 195. 4 196.7 8.7 .7
Obstetrical cases, . .......covviiiiieinniiiiieenenns 198.6 198,7 11.1 .1
Pediatric care, office visits . ..........coeiii il 198.5 200,1 10,7 .8
Psychiatrist, office visits. . .............. e seeeaaen 166.5 166. 6 4.9 .1
Herniorrhapy, adult............c.c.oviveiat, 175.9 176.7 11.2 .5
Tonsillectomy and adenoidectomy ..................... 184,2 185.4 9,3 .7

Dentists’ fees . ..oovvetii ittt i . 176. 6 177.9 6.8 .7
Fillings, aduit, amalgam, onesurface . ................... 181.8 183,3 7.0 .8
Extractions, adult ............ccoiiiiiiineneenannns . 176.8 178, 1 7.4 .7
Dentures, full upper. .. ....ovvieieiiveneenesracannan 165.8 166. 4 5.7 .4

Other professional services:

Examination, prescription, and dispensing
Of eYeglasses. .. .. .viveieitiiriirtiit it aanen 161.8 162, 4 5.8 .4
Routine laboratory tests ..........coeveiinninnnnsannn 163.7 163.9 6.6 .1
Hospital servicecharges . ...........cccviirtinienncncnneane Jan. 72 153.8 154, 8 11.4 .7

Semiprivate rooms . ........coveviuanan [P R 279.3 281.5 13,0 .8

Operatingroom charges. . . ......covvuvennererossnnssnasse 287.5 290, 3 15,3 1.0

X-ray, diagnostic series, upper Gl............c.iieuiensn e 179.9 181.0 10. 7 .6

Laboratory testS. . .. v vt iiit ittt it s : Jan. 72 143.5 144.0 8.5 .3

Anti-infectives .. ....... ot e e Jan. 72 126.2 126, 6 9.4 .3

TranQUIliZers ... ovuie it iiei i it ieteiie ittt Jan. 72 131.4 131, 4 5.0 0

Electrocardiogram .. .......c.coivinieinnrnnanaonannanans Jan. 72 139.1 140.2 8.2 .8

Intravenoussolution ............ ... oot Jan. 72 148.2 148.8 11.1 .4

Physical therapy. ......oiveeniiieiineresrnernccnsenaas Jan. 72 154. 3 155, 1 10.5 .5

Oxygen, inhalation therapy ........cveveveunricrcvennanss Jan. 72 133.7 134, 0 6.3 .2

Personalcare .................... et eeeserrereearenaeas 164.8 165.2 6.9 .2
Toiletgoods................... PN 162.0 162.3 5.4 .2

Toothpaste, standard dentifrice . .. ........c0ievuieiinaan 141. 6 140. 6 3.9 -7

Toilet soap, hard-mitled . . . .....cooviiiiiiiiiiiinn, 193.3 192.9 -1.8 -.2

Hand Iotions ........couiiiiiiiiiiiiinnisinnnaranes 167.5 168, 2 5.7 .4

Shavingeream .. ....ovii ittt 138.6 139.0 7.2 .3

Face pOWder ... ...t iiiiiiniinenrnioneanroronenaannn 173.3 174,1 11.2 .5

Deodorants ............. st e, 123.0 123.5 4.9 .4

Cleansing tissUes ........oveeivenienoorvnsassnsecnsnns 222.4 224.2 8.8 .8

Home permanent wave Kits .........cvevievensnnrnnnnnn . 130, 6 130, 4 5.5 -.2

Personal Care services . .. .......cviuununiiiiienennianannnt 167. 6 168, 2 8.4 .4

Men'shairuts .. ...oouiitiiiiiiniiiiiieerinenenes 168,3 168, 6 7.5 .2

Beauty shOp SEIVICES ..o vvuve v ivniernnvnnsnernnnnns 167.2 168, 0 9.1 .5
Women'shaircuts. . . ...oovniinn v iinineenereninnnnns 197.5 198.5 16,1 .5
Shampoo and wave sets, plain ..........c.cceeviivennanen 166.3 167.1 7.2 .5
Permanentwaves, cold. ........ovi ittt 138.5 138, 9 4.8 .3

Reading and recreation *® ... ... .. ittt 154. 1 154, 4 4,7 .2
Recreational goods. . .........coiiiininiiiiiiiininienaans | 128, 7 128.7 3.1

TV sets, portableandconsole ..........ceiiiiirunineiins 103.0 102, 9 .1 -.1

TV replacement tubes ,........... PR 167.2 168.0 3.9 .5

Radios, portable and tablemodels ................... ..., 105. 6 105, 0 1.0 -.6

Taperecorders,portable .............covviiveneennnnsan 96.0 96. 4 1.6 .4

Phonograph records, stereophonic. ........ovivevneinans .. 123.9 124.1 .5 .2

Moviecameras, Bmm . ........cociiirrnenieroncennnanes 95.7 95.7 1.7 0

Film, 36mm, ColOr. . ...ttt iieietiieeanerennsoannnns 128.0 128.4 7.7 .3

Golfballs.....ooo ittt et 103.9 103.8 -.4 -1

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average—Continued

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Indexes Percent change to
Other December 1976 from—
Item and group index
base November December December November
1976 1976 1975 1976
Health and recreation—Continued
Reading and recreation—Continued
Recreational goods—Continued
Basketballsg, rubber or vinyl cover ... .. ... .iiiiie e 146.5 146,7 0.1 0.1
Fishing rods, fresh-water spincasting . ................0u... 125, 0 125,2 2.2 .2
Bowlingballs . .. ...t i i 132.4 132.9 4.2 .4
Bicycles, BOYS .. ot 146. 7 146.0 2.9 -.5
THICYCIES Lottt e e e s 152.9 152.5 5.5 -.3
Dog food, cannedorboxed .......... ... o0 i, 177.9 178.5 6.1 .3
Recreational services ..........cvviiiiin i 158.0 158.5 5.0 .3
Indoor movie admissions . . . ......ooveiie i 179. 6 180. 7 5.1 .6
Adult. .. e 173.1 174.0 4.1 .5
Children’s. . .. .ottt e e 197, 8 199.7 7.9 1.0
Drive-in movie admissions . ..........oveuenviunenneian. 183.0 183,0 5.0 0
Bowiling fees, evening. ... .. ...ttt 151, 1 151, 4 5,5 .2
GOl Green fBES. ..\ v vtet it ie i et (%) %) %) (%
IRV (- < - 1 109.0 109.3 3.1 .3
Film developing .. .. ..cvuiiii it iiien s 123.8 123. 6 -2 -.2
Reading and education:
Newspapers, street sale and delivery. . .............cccouunn. 185,2 185.3 4.0 .1
Magazines, single copy and subscription. . ...........o.vvun 188, 0 194. 0 9.1 3.2
Piano lessons, beginner 149, 3 150, 7 6.1 .9
Other goods and services . . . 155, 3 155.9 4,1 .4
TobacCo PrOdUCES .« o ..o vse ettt aie et nnneenneannas 162,7 163.7 4.4 .6
Cigarettes, nonfilter tip, reqularsize..........ooovvuvunnnns 165, 0 166.0 4.2 .6
Cigarettes, filter tip, KINgSiz€. . ... .cvvuvrevnrennnneannans 165.3 166.4 4.6 .7
Cigars, domestic, regularsize . ............ccvviivnnnnnnn. 132. 6 132.8 5.0 .2
Alcoholicbeverages .. ......ouvntineeneenriunrnsrieennan 148. 6 148. 8 3.5 .1
Beer,athome ..........c..iuiiiininieenannnrnnnnnenas 145, 4 145, 8 3.3 .3
Whiskey, spirit blended and straight bourbon ............... 116.0 115.7 .7 -.3
Wine, dessert and table 158. 9 158.9 2.3 0
Beer, away from home 168.5 169.0 5.4 .3
Financial and miscellaneous personal expenses:
Funeral services, adult .. ... ... ..o itirnrnrneeannnannn 151.5 152,2 3.8 .5
Bank service charges, checkingaccount . ................... 131. 6 131.9 7.6 .2
Legal services, short formwill ........................... 203.0 203.6 4.9 .3
1 Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. 7 Also includes storage batteries and drivers’ license fees not shown separately.
2 Also includes home purchase costs not shown separately, ® Includes prices for water pump replacement, motor tune-up, automatic trans-
3 Also includes pine shelving, furnace filter, packaged dry cement mix, and shrubbery mission repair, front-end alignment, and chassis lubrication; does not include prices for
not shown separately. auto body repairs. In the CPl this component represents consumers’ direct, out-of-
4 Also includes window shades, nails, carpet sweepers, air deodorizers, steel wool pocket expenses for automobile repairs and maintenance.
scouring pads, envelopes, reupholstering and moving expenses. ? Also includes health insurance not shown separately.
S Priced only in season. 10 Ajso includes outboard motors, nondurable toys, college tuition fees, paperback

¢ Also includes men’s sport shirts, women’s and girls’ lightweight coats, women’s books, and college textbooks, not shown separately.
slacks, bathing suits, girls’ shorts, earrings, and zippers not shown separately.
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Table 4-A. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. 1976 annual average

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100}

Other Indexes Percent change
item and group index
base
From 1975
1975 1976 to 1976
HOUSING . .o e e e e e 166.8 177.2 6.2
Shelter ! 169. 7 179.0 5.5
Rent,residential. . .......covv it 137.3 144, 7 5.4
Homeownership 2. .. ...t i s 181.7 191.7 5.5
Mortgage interest rates. . ... ..........uuveinneirinnennnn. 142.1 140,9 -.8
PrOPErty taxXes . .. ou vt itet e e 158.8 167.6 5.5
Property insurance premium . . .. 131, 4 144, 3 9.8
Maintenance and repairs .. ........i ittt 187. 6 199, 6 6.4
Maintenance and repair commodities . ... ................ 160.9 168.2 4.5
Exteriorhouse paint . ..........covvvniininineneinenn 155, 6 163.0 4.8
Interiorhousepaint ... ..........iviineieeennena. 147.1 151.7 3.1
Maintenance and repair Services . .. ..o v vve e onenn. 199.0 213,2 7.1
Repainting living and dining
FOOMIS, « vt v s st eeun s inaenrananaonseneernsans 210,2 225, 6 7.3
Reshinglinghouse roof ...........ccviieunnieunnaens 218.7 233.4 6.7
Residinghouse. . ... ...ttt i 187.9 200,7 6.8
Replacingsink ...... ...t 195.9 210.2 7.3
Repairingfurnace. . ........ocviiii i 192.3 207.1 7.7
Fueland utifities .. ... ... vt nrrieernnneeennnnnns 167.8 182.7 8.9
Fueloilandcoal ........ ..ot iiiiiriinienaa, 235.3 250, 8 6.6
Fueloil, NO. 2 ... i i i i et cii e i e 230. 6 247.2 7.2
Gasand eleCtriCity . ..o v ittt it i e 169. 6 188.8 11.3
L 7R 172.5 200.9 16.5
EleCtriCity o v et ie s e i et i ieas et i 167.0 177. 6 6.3
Other utilities:
Residential telephone services . ...........ocouiunieennnnn. 125.3 129. 8 3.6
Residential water and sewerage
SBIVICES. o ottt v e an s it i 169.9 188. 7 11,1
Household furnishings and operation® ...............c.coinunn. 158.1 168.5 6.6
Housefurnishings . .. ....cooviuientiineernnnnennnoaeennnens 144, 4 150, 7 4.4
Textiles ...t i i i i e 141. 4 148, 3 4.9
Sheets, full, flat .. ...... ..ot 147. 6 153, 4 3.9
Curtainsg, tailored . . .. .......itiiiinirierr i erreaneenn 134, 0 144.3 1.7
Bedspreads. ... cicuiiiiiiii ittt 145.2 149.1 2.7
Drapery fabrics . ...uvvvevenernrrieerennreneennenanan 168.0 178.2 6.1
Pillows, bed ........oiiiiii i i 119, 4 125.9 5.4
Slipcovers and throws, ready-made .............ccovvnnen 133.2 137.7 3.4
Furnitureand bedding .. .. ..ottt i, 147.0 152.2 3.5
Bedroom furniture, chest and
ArBSSEr . .ottt ii e ia it e Mar. 70 128.1 133, 3 4.1
Sofas, upholstered ..........c.c0tiiiinrereraeneannans 138.9 141.2 1.7
Cocktailtables........cooiviiiieieii i, Dec. 71 124.5 130, 7 5,0
DiNiNgroom Chairs. . . v vviviiiiiin e Mar, 70 130, 2 136, 6 4.9
Recliners, upholstered ... ......cvevevnvoenernnnacnann Dec. 71 110, 4 112.0 1.4
Sofas, dUal PUFPOSE « v v v ev s ieenntenran e snnennsanss 136.4 139.0 1.9
Bedding, mattressand box springs . ..............oi . June 70 130.1 134.3 3.2
Aluminum foldingchairs .. .......ovivinnennrnnnnns 172.6 178.3 3.3
Cribs L. i e e 148. 5 154.0 3.7
FloOr COVEMNGS . .. ovviinn it it iin e . 129.8 136.5 5.2
Broadloomcarpeting ............oiiiiiiiiiiiaiaaa, ] 119. 1 124, 4 4,5
Vinyl sheet goods 152, 0 164.1 8.0
Vinylfloortile ....... ..ottt iiiiiieiirinnennrnnenn 157.2 165.0 5.0
Appliances (excludingradio and TV}, . ... covivinninninnns 128.1 135.3 5.6
Washing machines, electric. ... ..........coiiiiiiiiann. 131.9 141.0 6.9
VaCUUM ClEANETS . ..o vttt s vnensneaneonannerennnns 116. 7 121. 0 3.7
Refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers,
=11 TN 128.7 134.8 4.7
Ranges, free standing, gas or
BIBCEMIC. oo vt i e e 130,0 138,7 6.7
Clothesdryers, eleCtric. . .. .. ..o ieveevenenroaneronnenns 136.7 148. 6 8.7
Air conditioners, demountable. . .......... il 123.8 129.5 4.6
Room heaters, electric, portable . ....................... 124, 0 130.3 5.1
Garbage disposal units .. ... ... oo i 128. 6 134, 3 4,4
Other housefurnishings:
Dinnerware, fine china. . .. ..c..oviiieniieinnnneranrens 174. 6 190. 6 9.2
Flatware, stainlesssteel ......... ... ... v, 173.3 181.3 4,6
Table lamps, withshade. . ... ... iiiiiieiinn, 145.5 148. 2 1.9
Lawn mowers, power, rotary type . ..........cooeeencon.. 151, 6 163.6 7.9
Electric drills, hand-held ........... ... ...cciinnnan.. 123.9 128.3 3.6
Housekeeping supplies:
Laundry soapsanddetergents . ................. 00 iinn, 161.9 174.9 8.0
Paper NAPKINS. . . vttt ie it e e e e 206.9 219.9 6.3
ToMet tissue . . ... e e e 208.0 234.4 12.7
Housekeeping services:
Domestic services, general
hOUSEWORK . . . vt e 196.1 211.2 7.7
Baby sitter services 191.5 214, 6 12.1
Postal Charges. . . .......oiitiin it i e 175.4 222,3 26.7
Laundry, flatwork, finished service . ....................... 187.3 203.9 8.9
Licensed day care services, preschool
Child L. e 154, 2 162.8 5.6
Washing machinerepairs . ....... ... .. . o il 187.0 200, 4 7.2
See foonotes at end of table.
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Table 4-A. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. 1976 annual average—Continued

{Cc price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
Other Indexes Percent change
item and group index
base From 1975
1975 1976 to 1976
Apparef and UPKeep S. ... e e e 142, 3 147, 6 3,7
Apparel COmmMOAIties. ... .ovt vttt i 141, 2 145, 8 3.3
Apparel commodities less footwear . ..........cviiiiininn ., 140.6 144.9 3.1
Men’s and DOYS’ . ... v vt e et e 142, 2 147.2 3.5
Men's:
Topcoats and all-weather coats ............oevvunnnn.. 143.2 149. 4 4.3
Suits, year roundweight . ...............c.00iienn.... 139.2 140. 8 1.1
SPOrtJackets . oottt e e June 74 101.4 97. 6 -3.7
Jackets, lightweight .. ... ... . o i, 134, 4 139.1 3.5
Slacks, heavyweight ... ...... ... .. ciiiiinennann., 118.5 120.1 1.4
Slacks, lightweight .. ....... ... .. .. i, 143, 0 145, 9 2.0
TrOUSErs, WOPK . . ..o vetteie e iiiiiiniinnnns 151.0 161.0 6.6
SHIFtS, WOTK + o v v v ettt eeee et eie s 151.3 159.1 5.2
Shirts, business or dress .. .........oiiiiiiiiieian.. 127.7 133.1 4.2
To8hirtS. o ot e  e eeaa 153.5 159.2 3.7
SOCKS « « v vt ettt e s 129.1 134.7 4.3
Handkerchiefs ........ ... i, 153.2 161.9 5.7
Boys”:
Coats, heavyweight ... ... ...t iiiin i iiienann 115.6 118.9 2.9
Sport coats, wool orwoolblends . .................... 120. 6 126, 4 4.8
DUNGArEes .. .....vettne ittt eneianneranns 173.6 190. 0 9.4
UNdershorts . .. ..ovveeunnt ettt iiineeaans 151.1 156, 4 3.5
Women'sand girls’ .. ....... ..o e 138.1 141.9 2.8
Women's:
Coats, heavyweight . .......... ... . coviiiiininen., 142. 4 149, 3 4.8
Carcoats, heavyweight . .......... i iiinnnnnn... 148. 6 156. 0 5.0
SWEALEIS .o\ttt i i e 139.3 139.4 .1
Skirts, winterweight . ........ ... ... ... i, 155, 2 157.3 1.4
Skirts, summer weight 147.2 146, 8 -.3
Blouses. . .. e e e 140. 2 142.8 1.9
Dresses, street, year round weight ..................... 144,2 149.3 3.5
SlPS . vt e e e e 116.9 125, 2 7.1
PaNtiES L L e e e e 140. 0 150, 3 7.4
GiIrdlS .« e e i e 127.7 133.5 4.5
BraSSi@res . . v vttt e 142.6 150. 4 5.5
Hose or panty hose, nylon ...............ciiuvniun.. 92.0 92,4 .4
Anklets or knee-lengthsocks . ..................... ... 131.5 135,2 2.8
Gloves, fabric. ........ooiii it 127.5 129.0 1.2
Handbags............. . .ot 170.4 170.5 .1
Girls":
RaiNCOATS. . .ot viiii i 129.9 130.8 .7
Skirts, falland winter. ... ......... o iteiieiiuenaenan 145, 8 156.3 7.2
DrBSSES . o ottt 131.2 134, 3 2.4
Slacks, falland winter. .. ....... oo, 167.1 171.2 2.5
B TP 127.2 134, 6 5.8
Handbags......... ..ottt ans 141.2 140. 7 -.4
Other apparel commodities .. .....covunriinen e ennnenns 148.8 153, 0 2.8
Diapers .................. ... e 180.5 190.2 5.4
Yardgoods..........couuuen.. e e e 160. 1 160, 4 .2
Wrist watches, men’'sandwomen’s .................00vu... 135.6 140, 2 3.4
FOOtWEAr . . . i e i i s 144, 2 149, 9 4.0
Men's:
Shoes, Street. . . v ittt ittt i e e e 147.6 155.3 5.2
Shoes, work, high. . ... .. ... e e e 159.3 170. 6 7.1
Women'’s:
Shoes, Street, pUMP .. .. .ottt ittt i i e i e 139.0 143.0 2.9
Shoes, evening, PUMP ..ot vtveeie i eieiie i ieneins 132.3 134.8 1.9
Shoes, €asual ... u vt i e e e e e, 145.9 151.5 3.8
Houseslippers, scuff . ... .. ... ... i i 139.8 146.8 5.0
Children’s:
Shoes, oxford. . ... ...coiiiiiin i 144, 3 151.9 5.3
Sneakers, boys’, oxford type ... ... i 149, 2 149, 4 .1
Dress shoes, girls’ . .. ...t 152. 6 159. 7 4,7
Apparel services: 1
Drycleaning . . ..ot e e e 150. 6 160, 6 ! 6.6
Automatic laundry service . .. ... .. ... e 134,.3 143, 4 6.8
Laundry, men’sshirts. . ... ..ouuin i e ! 153.0 164.9 7.8
Tailloring Charges . ... ..oovuureinreniie e : 152.8 161.9 6.0
Shoe repairs . ...t i i e e | 140.9 149, 6 6.2
TranSPOrtation . . oo\ttt e e e e 150. 6 165.5 9.9
PIIVATE & L e 149.8 164. 6 9.9
Automobiles, new .. ... ! 127.6 135, 7 6.3
Automobiles, used . ... ... i e | 146, 4 167.9 14,7
Gasoline, regular, premium, andunleaded . .................... ; 170.8 177.9 4,2
MOTOr 0l L.ttt e ; 155.3 159. 7 2.8
Tires . : § 126.3 133.0 5.3
Auto repairs (mechanical) and maintenance 7 .. .......... ., ..., ; ! 176. 6 189. 7 7.4
AUO INSUTANCE PreMIUMS . .. ivveee s e s eeeeasennnrnnnnnns i 145.9 187.9 28.8
Autoregistration fees . ...... .. . i i e : 130.7 132, 8 i 1.6
Parking fees, private and municipal ................0. ..., : 172.1 183.9 ‘L 6.9
See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4-A. CPi—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. 1976 annual average—Continued
{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Indexes Percent change

Other

Item and group index
base From 1975

1975 1976 to 1976
Transportation—Continued

PUBliC .ottt i e e e e e e 158. 6 174.2 9.8
Localtransitfares. . .. .....oviiintiiiin it 155, 5 173.3 11. 4
Taxicabfares ..ot 167. 6 176.9 5.5
Railroad fares, €0ach . ... it innieiiiennnennnan 151.5 165.3 9.1
Airplane fares, chieflycoach ................ .. ... oLl 159, 0 172.2 8.3
Busfares, iNtercity . .. .. .veiirven i iiiie e 186.0 196.9 5.9
Health and recreation. . . .....oveveniennienennerereenoeunesnn 153.5 163.3 6.4
Medical Care ® ... ottt e 168. 6 184.7 9.5
Drugs and prescriptions ... ...vvieiiiii ittt 118.8 126.0 6.1

Over-the-counter items ..............ovvun.. e 130.1 138.9 6.8
Muitiple vitaminconcentrates .. ............ovvveenennn 102. 4 105, 7 3.2
Aspirincompounds .. ...ttt iie it i 132. 6 139.0 4.8
LiqUId tONICS o oot is it iiein s e se i ir e s 115.9 120, 5 4.0
Adhesive bandages, packages . .. ... iiiiiiiin el 164, 6 182.8 11.1
Coldtabletsorcapsules . ........covuieveenruenennnn. 124. 6 131.1 5.2
CoUGh SYTUP. .ottt i i tiia i iise i 134.0 145,5 8.6

Prascriptions .. ...cvvvuieiineiiineensceneassnncnsrans 109.3 115,2 5.4
Anti-infectives .. ... i i i e 71,1 73.0 2,7
Sedativeand hypnotics. . . . . ... vvvrveneinenneenenns 154.3 163.8 6.2
ATArACTICS. + v vvvsseee st iiniiiien e 106. 0 113.2 6.8
Antispasmodics . ..... 124.2 136.1 9.6
Cough preparations 165. 2 181, 4 9.8
Cardiovasculars and antihypertensives . . ................. 118.4 121.1 2.3
Analgesics, internal . ..........c0iiieiiiieiiiiiaien 118.9 121.0 1.8
HOFMONES . .ttt ittt ie ittt ieiinriasnnonnnsnn 103.2 110.5 7.1

Professional services:

Physicians’ fees. . oo v vttt ie e ettt e 169. 4 188.5 11.3
General physician, officevisits. . ....................... 173.9 193, 8 11,4
General physician, house visits. . ..........covvivnnnns 170.5 189.8 11.3
Obstetrical Cases. .« .o ovverrrnenrrreeoearonnensnsnnns 167.2 192, 1 14.9
Pediatric care, office visits . . .......... et 172.5 192.7 11.7
Psychiatrist, office visits. . .......coviirieniiiiieiieaan 153.0 163.9 7.1
Herniorrhapy, adult. .......c.oviiiiii i iieiiinnaen 152.3 169. 3 11.2
Tonsillectomy and adenoidectomy ..................... 163.3 179.2 9.7

Dentists’ fees . . ..o tniiie ittt e 161.9 172.2 6.4
Fillings, adult, amalgam, onesurface . ................... 166.7 177.4 6.4
Extractions, adult ........c.viiiiiiiiiiiie i 160.9 171.5 6.6
Dentures, full upper. .. ....oovit ittt 153.0 162, 3 6.1

Other professional services:

Examination, prescription, and dispensing
of eyeglasses. . ....... ittt it et e 149. 6 158.9 6.2
Routine laboratory tests ............civiiuunenrninnns 151. 4 160.5 6.0
Hospital service Charges . ...........ceveeiiiineneeenrnnees Jan. 72 132.3 148.7 12.4

Semiprivate FOOMS . .« v v et irer v ienesinnnasasonsnnnnnn 236, 1 268.6 13,8

Operatingroomcharges . .. ....oovievueierunnnneranrann 239.4 274.8 14.8

X-ray, diagnostic series,upper Gl. .. ............. ... .. ... 156. 2 174. 6 11.8

Laboratory tests. . .. ..o i itii i e it i e : Jan. 72 128.1 140, 7 9.8

Anti-infectives .. ... ..ot i e e e Jan. 72 111.0 123.2 11.0

TranquUilizers .. ... iii it i et e e, Jan. 72 118.8 129.3 8.8

Electrocardiogram . ....ovvveiiernvrnnonosnosnssnssnsas Jan. 72 125.7 136. 6 8.7

Intravenous solution . ........cveviiiii e e, Jan. 72 128.1 144.0 12,4

Physical therapy. . .......oiuiiiinianiriinneencnrnnenns Jan. 72 136.2 148. 8 9.3

Oxygen, inhalation therapy .. .........coviiiiiineninnnn, Jan. 72 123,3 130,5 5.8

Personalcare ..........c.viiiiiiieiennninnnnes 150. 7 160.5 6.5
Toilet goods 150, 0 158.5 5.7

Toothpaste, standard dentifrice . . ... .......oovvenenonn, 130.7 137.7 5.4

Toilet soap, hard-miilled . . . .........oviiiiiiiiiiiiiinn, 196. 1 193, 5 -1.3

Hand 1otions ... vioiiiiiin ittt iinvenennsnan 152.1 163.3 7.4

Shaving CreamL . .« oocviiieniie i e retanrenensnan 125.0 135, 0 8.0

Face pOWder . .......iiiiniiiiiiiiiietniereniineianes 152.5 166. 5 9.2

Deodorants .........iiiiiiiiiiiii it 117.2 120, 3 2.6

Cleansing tiSSUBS ... vvvvevneerenrrreeaennnoonnanenens 198.8 217.1 9.2

Home permanentwave kits .............ccoeeninunnnnnnns 119, 3 128. 6 7.8

Personal Care ServiCes . .. . .vvuuevenereonesoreansoenaonenns 151. 4 162.5 7.3

Men'shaifCuts .. .o.enen it iiiiieiiiiieneaenens 153.9 163.3 6.1

Beauty shop services 149.7 162.0 8.2
Women's haircuts 163.8 186. 6 13.9
Shampoo and wave sets, plain .............cc.cevuunnnn 152.5 162.5 6.6
Permanentwaves, cold. ..........iiiiiiiiiiiiiiena, 129.2 135.7 5.0

Reading and recreation® ... ...........cvervieeraeancneananns 144. 4 151, 2 4.7
Recreational goods. .. .oovvveiininrnennnirnanerennnns 123.2 127. 4 3.4

TV sets, portable andconsole ...........c.cvvvvrennennn. 101. 6 102.9 1.3

TVreplacement tubes .. .......viieiinirveeniennnranans 157. 1 166, 1 5.7

Radios, portableand tablemodels ..............ccovcun.. 104, 0 105, 2 1.2

Tape recorders,portable ....................ooiiiL, 95.4 95.9 .5

Phonograph records, stereophonic .. .. ..o vviiivinnne s 122.4 123.7 1,1

Movie cameras, Bmm . .....ovriiiiveennnrerinneaeenrann 94,1 95.5 1.5

Film, 35mm, COlOr. .. vt i ittt ittt it e tieaneanns 118. 6 125.3 5.6

Golfballs. ... i e s ie s 104, 3 104, 0 -.3

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4-A. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. 1976 annual average—Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Other Indexes Percent change
ftem and group index
base From 1975
1975 1976 to 1976
Health and recreation—Continued
Reading and recreation—Continued
Recreational goods—Continued
Basketballs, rubber orvinylcover ........................ 144, 5 147,4 2.0
Fishing rods, fresh-water spincasting ...................... 120.3 124.3 3.3
Bowlingballs ... ..ot i e e, 126, 1 130.2 3.3
Bicyeles, BOYS . ..ot e 143,11 145.2 1.5
T CYCIBS oottt e e e e e 138.1 150.0 8.6
Dog food, cannedorboxed .. .........cooiiiriiiiia. 167.8 171.8 2.4
Recreational ServiCes . ... ....veuunnn it 149.1 155.3 4.2
Indoor Movie admisSiONS . . ..ot ve e 170.8 177.5 3.9
Adult. ..o 166.7 171.7 3.0
Children’s. . ... ... i e e 182.3 193.8 6.3
Drive-in movie admissions . .. . ...vvvunnnnnnnneaneneann 173.5 179.8 3.6
Bowling fees, evening. ........ovvvver it 139.0 146. 8 5.6
Golfgreen fees. .. .....uvtii it i e 152.3 166.5 9.3
TV FPAIC Lttt et e e e e e 105,2 107.1 1.8
Filmdeveloping.......cooviiiiiin i 122.8 123.9 .9
Reading and education:
Newspapers, street saleand delivery. . ..................... 174.5 182.1 4.4
Magazines, single copy and subscription. .. ................. 164.2 185.1 12.7
Piano lessons, beginner ... ... ... i it i 139.5 145. 6 4.4
Other goods and SEIVICES . .. ...t i i it innenne e nraanannnns 147. 4 153.3 4.0
Tobacco Products . ......veii it e i 153.9 160.5 4.3
Cigarettes, nonfilter tip, regufarsize. ...................... 156. 0 162.7 4.3
Cigarettes, filter tip, kingsize..........ccovivivinnennnn.. 156.5 163.2 4,3
Cigars, domestic, regularsize . ..........couvieeernnennsn 124, 2 129.9 4.6
Alcoholic beverages . . ......ovviiin it iiiee e 142. 1 146. 8 3.3
Beer,athome .. ... ... 0o iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 140.3 143.7 2.4
Whiskey, spirit blended and straight bourbon ............... 114.1 116, 0 1.7
Wine, dessertandtable. . .............. ... o i, 154, 0 157. 4 2.2
Beer, away frOmhOmMe . . ... ..ottt ittt eeienn e 157.2 165.5 5.3
Financial and miscellaneous personat expenses:
Funeral services, adult .. ............c0iiverininnnnnnn, 143, 5 149.8 4,4
Bank service charges, checkingaccount . ...........cccvvuu.n 119.2 127, 3 6.8
Legal services, shortformwill .. ..................cvvunn. 187.8 199.9 6.4
! Also includes hotel and mote! rates not shown separately. ¢ Also includes storage batteries and drivers’ license fees not shown separately.
? Also includes home purchase costs not shown separately. 7 lIncludes prices for water pump replacement, motor tune-up, automatic trans-
®  Also includes pine shelving, furnace filter, packaged dry cement mix, and shrubbery mission repair, front-end alignment, and chassis lubrication; does not include prices for
not shown separately. auto body repairs. In the CPl this component represents consumers’ direct, out-of-
* Also includes window shades, nails, carpet sweepers, air deodorizers, steel wool pocket expenses for automobile repairs and maintenance.
scouring pads, envelopes, reupholstering and moving expenses. ® Also includes health insurance not shown separately.
* Also includes men’s sport shirts, women’s and girls' lightweight coats, women’s ® Also includes outboard motors, nondurable toys, college tuition fees, paperback
slacks, bathing suits, girls’ shorts, earrings, and zippers not shown separately. books, and college textbooks, not shown separatety.
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Table 5. CPl—selected areas, all items index

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)

Pricing Indexes
Area ' 2 Percent change from:
schedule 1967=100 | 1957-59=100 g;her
ses
December | September { November
December 1976 1975 1976 1976
US.cityaverage ............cociiiiiiiriiininniennaienen M 174.3 202.7 4,8 1.0 0.3
[0 T T T AP M 169.1 192.2 4.8 1.0 .4
[ 2= T S PP M 173.1 198.9 5,2 1.1 .3
Los Angeles—LongBeach ..............ccoiiiiniinennnnn. M 172.8 203.2 5.6 1.2 .4
N.Y.~Northeastern N.J . .......... ... cooiiiiiiiininnne, M 179.7 213.9 4.2 .6 .4
Philadelphia .. .......coit i i i i i M 175.5 205.0 4,2 .6 -1
October July
October 1976 1975 1976
BOStON . ... e i e e e 1 176.1 210.9 6.9 .5
HOUSION . ..o v vttt eee et iiiieines s 1 182, 0 208.2 7.9 2.6
Minneapolis—St. Paul. ... ... oottt it e e 1 173, 4 201.0 5.1 1.0
Pittsburgh. . ... .o e e 1 170.9 196.5 5.0 1.4
November August
November 1976 1975 1976
BUFFAlO. . .o et e s 2 173.8 3191.0 4.8 1.0
Cleveland .. .. ..ottt it ittt 2 173.0 195.3 5.2 1.4
Dallas. . vt it 2 171.7 3185.6 5.7 1.6
Milwaukee .. ..ot i e e s 2 170.5 192.5 5.6 .8
SN DIEGO. . .« ettt 2 173.9 4182.8 5.5 1.0
Seattle i e i i e e 2 167.9 197.3 5.1 1.3
Washington ... .vute it e i i 2 174.7 203.5 5.7 1.0
December|September
December 1976 1975 1976
ALNTA. . .o e e 3 172.0 197.8 3.5 .2
BaltiMOre. . ... ov ettt e e 3 178.4 207.1 6.0 1.1
CINCINNAtT ... i i it s 3 174.5 198.0 6.0 1.4
HONOMIIU . oottt i et e eaens 3 165.5 5178.4 3.6 .9
Kansas City .. ..ooveinienir i iiniaiiie e eennaes 3 170.7 202.6 4,7 1.2
£ R o 1N 3 168, 2 196.5 4.9 .7
San Francisco—0akland .........o.iiiiiiiiiiniiiiniiinas 3 172.5 205,2 5.1 1.5
! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- 2 — February, May, August, and November.
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago which have more 3 — March, June, September, and December.
extensive Standard Consolidated Areas. Area definitions were established for the 1960 * November 1963=100.
Census and exclude revisions made since 1960. 4 February 1965=100.
2 Foods, fuels, and several other items priced every month in all cities; most other S December 1963=100.
goods and services priced as indicated:
M — Every month. NOTE: Price changes within areas are found in the Consumer Price Index; differences
1 — January, April, July, and October. in living costs among areas are found in family budgets.

Table 6. CPl—areas ' priced monthly, by expenditure class, percent change from November 1976 to December 1976

(C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
us. _ New York—
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit Los Angeles Northeastern Philadelphia
Long Beach
average New Jersey
Al eMS. . vttt it ittt it e 0,3 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.4 -0.1
Lo .3 -.1 1.0 .8 .7 -2
HOUSING . .ot i e i ittt e i .5 1.3 .2 .4 .6 .1
Apparel and UPKEEP . ... vv i i it e e -.1 -.2 -.1 .6 -.1 -.6
TranSPOTtatiON . . o\ttt ieesereeeeieenerniareenennanns 0 -.1 .1 -1 -.2 .1
Health and recreation. ... .........oiiviiieriuneninnenans, .4 .2 .2 .3 .2 .2
Medicalcare. .........oiviinieinniiinieinnerenenennas .5 .6 0 .1 .1 0
PeFSONAl CAME. . . .. v v eeeeeeaenaeanenaneasenaeerens .2 Q)] () (?) (%) (%)
Reading and recreation ..............ceiiiiiniiiiainn .2 0 .4 .3 . .7
Other goods and services . .........vvvinrvninnennvannen .4 .1 .4 .4 . .1
! See footnote 1, table 5. ? Not available.
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Table 7. CPl—selected areas', by expenditure class

(Cc price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)
u.Ss. New York—
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit LL°‘ Angeles— |\ heastern | Philadeiphia
ong Beach
average New Jersey
Indexes, December 1976
Allitems .. ... hu i e P 174.3 169.1 173.1 172.8 179.7 175.5
Lo e« 181.7 180.5 177.5 176.0 186.8 186. 0
Foodathome ....... ...t iiiiiiinnnnnnannnnn. 179.3 178.7 174, 4 174.0 186, 5 182.0
Cereals and bakery products ..o ..covvviuinrnicnernnns 179.3 180.1 191.2 178. 0 183.8 186.5
Meats, poultry,and fish . . .........cooiiviiviin e, 170, 2 172. 6 163.2 171, 2 173. 0 173.2
Dairy products. . . oo vvvinneneiiireneroneirensiioens 171, 4 163.5 171. 0 157.5 174, 5 172, 4
Fruitsandvegetables . . .............cviiiiininnnnannn 175.5 178, 4 157. 4 169.5 194, 7 177.8
Otherfoodathome ........c.civvuieenirnnncnrnnnnns 202,2 202.5 200.7 191.0 214, 8 206, 4
Food away fromhome...............covvivnennn, 190.9 187.6 191.4 181.4 188, 3 202, 7
HOUSING . o .o vt it ittt iiieiioasnsrnnrinraeeensonenns 181. 6 167.2 178.1 182.0 185. 6 184.0
Shelter.........ccvvunnn. e 182, 4 167, 1 181.0 189. 4 183.7 192.4
RNt TeSIdeNtial. . . ..o eerernrnanrerenenireeennnans 148, 3 (3) 144, 6 (2) 165.5 ()
Homeownership. . ....oovviiiiiiiieenreiennennennne 195.0 179. 8 188.2 202.4 196.7 200, 9
Fuelandutilities .. ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiena, 192.0 172.3 195,2 162.5 212, 2 181.8
Fueloilandcoal.........covviiiiiiiirnnnnnennennne 264.5 255.5 265.0 - 272.9 257.7
Gasand eleCtricity . ... ovvuevreieereanaiaeeaaraaaes 200.9 182,7 211.7 188.4 236.4 180. 8
Household furnishings and operation. ..................... 172.3 164.0 157.8 165.5 174.9 169.9
Apparel and UPKEeD . . . ...ttt i e s 151.8 141, 5 144. 4 142. 6 149.2 142,3
Men’s and DOYS . ..o\ v it tii e 150.7 131.9 154, 6 140. 6 139.3 146.4
Women's and girls’ ... ....oorvrnreeeneoneeeneeennennnns 146.9 138.2 128.7 134.7 147.5 126.5
FOOMWEBE . . . ioittetiniiaieniinneneiinasneenennss 153.4 147.1 150,11 146.2 149. 0 151.3
Transportation . . . .....ovvuenenenennnnnnns e, 171.4 175.3 166, 6 175.3 189.4 170.5
L3 170.7 174.3 166.2 176.9 179.2 173.4
PUDTIC. v oa ettt ite e et ie e it eaaaaaans 178.0 181.3 170.3 144.9 228.6 153.3
Health andrecreation ..............ccivniiiiivnneiiennnes 168, 0 169.2 178.2 165,3 174. 4 172.1
Medical care. .. ......ccvvniiiineriiennninroncannnns 192.3 196.9 217.5 194.5 207, 4 208.1
Personal Care ........c.uveiiiinreroeraneineionnnaanas 165.2 161.9 (%) 153.5 Q)] (?)
Readingandrecreation..............cciievinniiiiiiinnn 154, 4 154. 5 155.3 143.0 159, 6 154.5
Other goods and SeIViCes .. ... ccounninnninnnersnnsnenns 155.9 158.9 159, 8 156.5 160, 1 157.5
Percent changes, September 1976 to December 1976
A TBIMS. oottt iiianisiinionesseeanseenns 1.0 1.0 1.1 1,2 0.6 0,6
FOOO ..t iit i ittt iieienseirnsnnnnanrnnas i .1 -4 1.3 1.4 .3 -.5
FOOdathome ..........cviiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnennnnnns -.3 -.8 1.3 1.3 .1 -1,0
Cereals and bakery products. . ............ R -.6 -.9 3.9 .4 -.5 .3
Meats, poultry, andfish............coviiiiiiiiinnne, -5.1 -5.2 -4.8 -1.7 -3.2 -5.5
Dairy Products. . oo oeviin i innraroanrrnsassanornass .2 -1.2 3.7 .1 .5 -.5
Fruitsand vegetables . .................. e aienaes 2.8 3.8 4.0 6.0 1.9 .9
Otherfoodathome..........cooviiiiiiiniineennanas 4,2 3.9 6.6 3.7 3.9 3.8
Food away fromhome .........c.iviniiiiirnnnnrennnnn 1,2 1.1 1.2 1.8 1.0 1.4
HoUSING . .ottt iitiisseniisnssesrioroosancanaanass 1.2 1.7 .2 1.1 1,1 1,0
Shelter vt e i e .5 1.6 -.5 1,1 .6 .3
Rent, residential ....... e, 1.4 (2) 2.9 (&) 3.7 (?)
Homeownership ........ccovviininvirreennnnennonns .3 2.1 -.9 1.1 .3 0
Fuelandutilities . ..........coviiiiirnernieanrornonans 3.7 3.1 3.3 .9 2.3 3.8
Fueloilandcoal...........c.oviiiiiiiiiiiniinn s 5.5 5.8 5.2 - 5.6 7.2
Gas and electricity e 4,5 3.8 3.0 1.3 1.5 .1
Household furnishings and operation . . ................o... 1.2 1.1 .6 1.2 1.5 1.0
Appare]l BN UPKeeP . . .o vvettiii ittt e 1.1 -.4 .5 .6 - .4
Men'sand BoyS! . . ...uiuiitnnin ittt .4 0 .5 1.5 -1.8 -.5
Women'sand girls’ . ....cvvetiie it ia e 1.3 -1.9 -.9 -1.0 -1.4 .8
Footwear. .......couiiiiiiinrennnronnnnereanennonnsns .7 1.0 1.4 .2 -.1 -.3
Transportation. .. ... vovvtenen i iiiie e ei s 1.1 1.7 2.0 .7 .6 .9
PrIVate ..ot e et i e e 1.2 1.9 2.2 .8 .7 .9
PUDBlIC. ..ot e .6 .2 .2 .3 .1 .1
Healthand recreation ..............coviiiiiiievnannienns 1.6 1.6 1.6 2.0 1.0 1.3
Medicalcare..........coiniiiiiiii i 2.3 1.9 2,1 2.1 1.7 1,2
[ e 1.5 2.7 (?) 2.3 (% (*
Readingand recreation. .............ciiiineiniinenonn 1.0 1.2 1.0 1.1 .9 1.5
Other goods and SeIvices .. .......ovvvevreennnrreennnnns 1.3 1.1 1.7 2.4 .6 .6

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 7. CPl—selected areas', by expenditure class—Continued

(C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)
Kansas St San
Expenditure class Atlanta Baltimore Cincinnati Honolulu " . Francisco—
City Louis Oakland
Indexes, December 1976
AlTIEMS ..o i e s 172.0 178, 4 174.5 165.5 170.7 168.2 172.5
FOOO oottt it it e e e e e 185, 0 185.0 185.9 185,3 181,0 180, 7 175, 1
Foodathome ......ooviinenernineennininannnensnnss 184. 4 182.3 187.0 181. 0 177.9 170.2 176.4
Cereals and bakery products . ...............o0vuuvnnn. 189.7 174.9 193.5 172.5 176.8 184, 3 170, 3
Meats, poultry, and fish. . ..............ccoveeunnnns. 169.7 176, 1 176.9 181, 7 165.5 162.2 174.9
Dairy products. . .. ..ottt e e 186.2 170. 8 176.3 183.5 178. 6 176. 8 160.3
Fruitsand vegetables . . ... ..........c..ovirneenenn.ns 185.0 177. 1 180. 8 182.0 165.3 179. 1 169. 6
Otherfoodathome................coiiiiiinnnnon.n, 199.5 209,2 213.9 184. 8 204.0 204, 1 201.3
Food away fromhome ............... ... .. .ol 187.0 195.5 181. 4 197.9 190.9 187, 8 170.3
HOUSING . ..o e i it e e et e 178.2 193, 6 179.0 157. 7 175.8 169.5 182.9
Shelter .ot e e e i e 178.3 205.4 177.1 157. 4 177.7 166.3 188. 8
Rent, residential ............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, 131. 8 140, 2 126, 4 159.3 126. 7 123, 1 160, 3
Homeownership................... ..., 191.9 232.9 200.7 156. 1 197. 6 178, 6 203,2
Fuelandutilities ............... ... i, 187, 1 178. 2 216.9 158,5 178. 3 178. 4 163.2
Fueloilandcoal ....... ... i iiiiinnarnnnns - 262.8 - - - 274, 1 -
Gasand @leCtriCity . .. ..ottt e e 201.9 176.9 241.8 187.2 209.5 183.3 185. 6
Household furnishings and operation...................... 173. 4 176.9 162.0 158.1 169.8 170. 3 173.5
Apparel and UPKEEP . .. ... ..t 148. 0 158.0 155. 6 148.0 154, 3 144, 5 147.3
Men'sand boys ... ... .ciiiiit it 158.2 158,9 152. 8 146.2 161.1 140.9 148.5
Women’'sandgirls’ . ........ ...ttt it 142, 6 141, 2 150, 7 135, 7 147, 2 138.4 141, 7
FOOIWRAN . .o v vttt vetieie et iiieatieaneinenons 132.0 167.6 165. 3 146. 4 160, 3 155.9 148,3
TranSPOMtAtION . ¢ . v ittt ee et s e rtiriiiaae e 158.8 163.4 162. 4 157.3 165.9 165.3 171.5
Lo - 163. 6 164.3 168, 4 163. 4 166. 4 170.5 172.5
Public ... e e 96.8 156. 3 116. 7 124.0 153, 2 104, 4 152, 7
Health and recreation. . . ........coovvveennenerononcanensns 170. 8 168.9 171.3 165.3 164, 4 164. 6 164. 6
Medical CarB. . . .ovrin it 204, 4 199.3 206.3 191.5 182, 2 176. 4 188.6
Personal Care ... ..vouverniiinn it 167. 6 158.3 161, 8 170.0 167,0 167.8 162, 7
Readingand recreation ..............cooiiiiiiiianaia, 153.5 152, 1 145,11 161, 2 146, 5 151, 2 148, 5
Other goods and services . . .......ovevvin e eneeirennses 142, 0 163.7 165. 4 139, 0 162. 1 160.5 148, 0
Percent changes, September 1976 to December 1976
AlLTEEMS ... it ei s 0.2 1.1 1.4 0.9 1.2 0.7 L5
FOOO .\ e -1.2 -.8 .2 1.8 -.5 -2 .6
Foodathome .......oiiiiineiiunirrnnnnonenronnonean -6 -1, 4 -.3 1.7 ~1.1 -. 6 .4
Cerealsand bakery products ..........c.cvcvuenennnnn. 0 -.5 2.1 .1 -1.6 -2.9 -1.4
Meats, poultry,andfish. . .......... ... iivvivnniinnan -8.4 -4,4 -5.5 -.1 -7.1 -6.7 -2.9
Dairy ProduCTS . . . i iv ettt iiie i ii e iaie e 1.9 -.6 1.8 -2 1.2 .8 -1 1
Fruitsandvegetables .. ...............ccoviieiiinat, .1 -2.7 .2 5.4 -1,3 3.0 3.0
Otherfoodathome.............ovovviiiiiinunnnnn. 3.1 3.5 4,0 4.3 5.2 5.9 6.1
Food away fromhome ................. .o, .4 1.2 2.0 2.1 1.3 1.4 1.2
HoUSINg . ..ottt i e it i ittt .5 2.1 3.1 -.3 1.9 .5 2,2
Shelter. .. ...cvoii ittt i i it e -1.1 2,2 .1 -.3 1.2 -7 2.6
Rent, residential .1 2,2 1.8 .7 1.2 1.4 3.2
Homeownership -1.3 2.2 -. 4 -.8 1,2 -1,2 2.5
Fuel and utilities ......... 7.1 2.4 18.8 -.1 5.4 3.7 -.8
Fuel oil and coal - 6.9 - - - 4.7 -
Gas and electricity 10.8 1.1 29.4 -.2 8.2 4.9 ~1.4
Household furnishings and operation. ...........c.covvenn. .4 1.7 1.3 -.2 1.6 .7 2,0
Apparet and UPKEEP. . .. ...ttt et .1 1.0 -.9 -.5 -.3 .5 1.0
Men'sand boys . ......viiuiiiiiin et -.9 1.4 -7 1.0 2.5 -1.3 .7
Women'sand boys’. . ...... .ottt .8 -.2 -2.3 -3.1 -4.1 1.1 .6
FOOWEAr .. ..ottt ieeiiie e eisieanans -.3 .9 .1 .5 1. 1 .3 .6
TransPOrtation . . o oo vt iiniieeriaeriecntnssnsonnenesnss .9 .7 1.2 1.4 1.9 1.7 1.2
PrivAte . .ottt e .9 .7 7 1.6 1.9 1.8 1.2
PUDIIC. .. e e .3 .2 7.9 ] .7 .2 .3
Healthand recreation. .. ..........c.iveiivinenrrnenrcannnns 1.2 1.9 1.5 1.3 2,2 1.7 1.7
Medical Care. ... ovvutiniiieren e rierieenerennnensanas 1.8 2.3 2.8 2.4 4,0 3.3 2,5
Personal care . ....... ..ttt i e 1.3 1.2 2.3 .1 2.2 .3 .9
Readingand recreation. . ............oiviiieiiiiiiinnne, .7 .7 -.4 .2 .5 1.0 .8
Other goods and SEIVICeS . ... .. ovevverennennnoneannoanns .7 3.2 1.3 1.6 1.6 .8 1.4
1 See footnote 1, table 5. 3 Change from October 1976.
2 Not available.
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Table 7-A. CPl—selected areas’, 1976 annual average, by expenditure class

(C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)
us. New York—
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit LI:’;“A"BD:Z;— Northeastern Philadelphia
average 9 New Jersey
Indexes (1967=100)
AlLIEMS ..ttt it 170.5 165, 1 2168, 8 168, 0 176. 3 172. 4
Allitems (1957-69=100) ........cooiurrrrinnnrnrennnnnnn, 198.3 187.6 194.0 197.5 209. 8 201.3
FOOd oottt e e e e e e 180.8 180.1 175.6 173.5 185.4 186.2
Foodathome ......... ... iiieiiiiiiininiannnnen. 179.5 179,2 173.3 172.7 185. 6 183.5
Cerealsand bakery products .............covuuiininnn.. 180. 6 181, 4 184.5 177.9 184.8 184.3
Meats, poultry, and fish . .. ........ovviiivineininn, 179. 4 181.9 172.4 176.0 179.8 184, 1
Dairy ProdUCTS. . oo v v eetireee e reaninarne e 169, 3 162.0 167.3 156. 6 172.5 170.2
Fruitsandvegetables . .. ............. .ccoiiiiinnnnnn, 175, 4 177.0 158.7 163, 6 191.9 181. 6
Otherfoodathome..........covvveenneneeeaneeennns 189.9 189, 0 184.5 183, 1 201, 2 194.9
Food away fromhome. .........ccovvennrnnnincnnnnn 186.1 183.7 186.4 175. 6 185.0 197.5
HOUSING ..ottt i 177.2 162, 4 3173.0 176.8 182.2 179.5
T 179.0 162.7 177, 2 4183.3 181.3 188. 6
Rent, residential. . ..........oooi it 144,7 - 141, 5 - 162.5 -
Homeownership. ......oovvnriin e ienivsnnnronsons 191.7 174, 0 184.3 195, 7 195, 2 197.3
Fuel and utilities .. ......ouvvvnenenininennnrnenennenn. 182, 7 164.1 5181.5 161, 4 204.0 174. 7
Fueloilandcoal. ...........ooviiiiiiiiiiinnn, 250. 8 241, 0 248. 6 - 258.9 241.3
Gasand electriCity . . ... .vvvevenr e e iuiiereraeeanans 188.8 170. 4 6195,5 186. 7 224, 6 177.9
Household furnishingsand operation. . . ................0... 168.5 160.5 154, 1 161. 4 171. 8 165.7
Apparel and UPKEeP . . . ..ot tire i e 147.6 138.2 142, 0 139.3 144.9 139.4
Men'sand boys’ . ... .cvvein it it 147.2 131.7 151.5 133.8 139.9 145, 4
Women'sand girls’................... ererenrenee e 141.9 133.9 128, 1 133.7 139.8 122.5
Lo 149.9 142. 6 147,2 144, 4 146, 2 150.3
TransPOrtation . . . o vevviennseeronneueeresennaressonnnes 165.5 167.3 160. 2 167.8 184.5 165, 4
L £ (- 164, 6 166, 6 159.5 169.7 173.3 167. 6
LT 1 174, 2 171. 6 168.6 131.9 227.2 152, 5
Healthandrecreation ............ccovuununuinnnannninnn. 163.3 164.5 173. 6 160. 1 169. 8 167.9
Medical care..........oiniiiiiiiiiiiin i eiaieeiannes 184, 7 188.7 209, 4 187.0 199.9 200.9
Personalcare .........coiiiiiiiiiiiiie i 160.5 155,8 - 148. 6 - -
Readingandrecreation ..............cc0evvvenncnnnnnnn 151.2 151. 8 152.2 140, 4 155.3 151. 8
Other goods and ServiCes .. ..........cuvennevernnneeennn 153.3 156. 4 156. 4 151. 8 158. 3 155. 6
Percent changes, 1975-76
Allitems. .. ..ot iiiieiinnnnannn et eaee e, 5.8 4.8 5.4 6.6 5.8 5.0
FOOd &t e e e 3.1 2.9 2.3 2.0 3.2 3.7
Foodathome ........c.coiviiiiiiiiiinneinanionnnannes 2.1 1.9 1.3 .1 2.7 2.9
Cereals and bakery products. . . ... ..covuunrvrneenann, -2.3 -2.5 -2.8 -3.7 -1.4 -.9
Meats, poultry,andfish. .. ........c.ciivninininennnnn .8 1.0 .1 -.3 .3 .6
Dairy products. . .o ci ittt ittt e 8.1 8.1 5.4 2.9 7.2 9.8
Fruitsandvegetables .. .......ocoviiiiiiini i, 2.6 1,0 .8 -.1 4.5 4.1
Otherfoodathome............ccoiiinniiiiiinn s, 2.8 3.1 3.7 1.7 5.1 3.6
Food away fromhome ..........cciiiieienrnnrnecnnnns 6.8 6.8 7.1 7.5 4,9 6.9
HOUSING « vt vt tv ettt i ettt iienennecnennaranrnnann 6.2 4.0 5.9 8.0 5.6 4.8
Shelter. . .o.v i 5.5 2.4 4.1 9.0 4.7 4.4
Rent,residential ..............cciiiiiiiiiiinnn 5.4 - 4.1 - 5.7 -
Homeownership .........ouvirniniiiiiinnnnennnn, 5.5 1.8 4,0 9.6 3.9 4,0
Fueland utilities . ... vivuviniieernennisosnnsnnanas 8.9 8.7 14.5 2.9 9.4 4.9
Fueloilandcoal.........ocoiiiineiinennerenennnnnns 6.6 8.5 9.7 - 7.3 6.8
Gas and electricity 11.3 13,1 13.9 3.4 14,5 4,5
Household furnishings and operation . . . ................... 6.6 6.0 6.3 6.2 5.6 5.7
Apparel and UPKEEP . .+« v o vttt iiia et i 3.7 1. 3.0 2.1 2,7 2.6
Men'sand boys! . ......ooviiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 3.5 -1.1 4.8 2.5 1.5 3.3
Women'sand girls’ . .. ....ovttn it 2.8 -1.0 1.3 -4 2.4 -.1
FOOtWEAr . . .\t iei e i it et 4,0 2.7 .2 2.7 4,2 4.4
TranspOrtation. ... voet ittt i e 9.9 10.2 7.4 9.9 14. 3 8.3
PrVaLe . o e e et e 9.9 11.4 7.8 9.8 12,0 9.5
PUBIIC. « e v vttt e e et e e e e et 9.8 3.8 4.9 10. 1 21,4 .9
Health and recreation ..............cvvinnvunveeennnnanes 6.4 6.7 7.8 8.5 6.7 5.9
Medicalcare...........coiiiiiiniiiieinnennannnns .. 9.5 11. 6 11.7 12,9 10. 4 9.0
Personalcare ........oviiiiieiiiiii e, 6.5 5.4 - 5.3 - -
Readingand recreation. . ...........cooiiiiiiiiiiian, 4,7 4.3 5,0 4,9 4,5 3.5
Other goodsandservices ...........ooviiiiinineiveenn.. 4.0 4,1 4.5 6.9 2.9 3.5

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 7-A. CPi—selected areas’, 1976 annual average, by expenditure class—Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)

San
Expenditure class Atlanta Baltimore Cincinnati Honolulu Kg?:yas L(s)‘l;is Francisco—
Oakland
Indexes (1967 =100)
AlFIEMS .« .ottt i e e 169.2 173.9 170.1 162.8 166, 5 165, 1 168, 0
194. 6 201.9 193.1 7175.4 197.7 192.9 199, 9
FOOO .« oottt e 185.8 184. 3 184.0 183.0 180.8 180.5 173.9
Foodathome ...........c.ciiininiininiieennnnnnnenns 185.8 182, 8 186.5 179.5 179.8 180.2 176.0
Cereals and bakery products . .............c..ooviunn... 186.3 175.3 190.5 176. 4 179.2 190. 8 175.3
Meats, poultry, andfish . .................ooviiniinn.. 183.3 183. 6 186.7 182.9 177.2 176.5 181.8
Dairy products. . ..o vvver s or et et a e 182.3 169. 1 172. 6 179.8 178.5 172.9 160.0
Fruitsandvegetables . .. ................ ... ... .un. 186.5 180. 8 182.1 177.3 169.2 177. 4 166, 6
Other food athome . ... .ovvener e e tiiiaianeeenns 190. 8 196.9 198.9 178.5 192.1 186.9 186.8
Foodaway fromhome ............... ... . vuvuvenva.. 185, 4 190, 0 174.8 193.1 184,2 182.3 166.5
Housing . ... e e e 175,2 185.9 173, 0 156, 4 170. 3 166.8 176.9
Shelter 178.5 195. 8 176. 4 155, 7 173.8 165.2 181.9
Rent, residential ...........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 131, 2 135.5 124, 0 156. 8 124.0 120. 4 153, 7
Homeownership. ..ottt ittt 192.5 221.1 200, 8 154, 9 193. 4 178.0 196. 1
Fuelandutilities ......... ..ottt e, 171. 6 173.4 182.7 158. 8 164.2 170. 6 161.1
Fueloilandcoal .............cooviiiiiiiiiiinnn, - 246.8 | - - - 262.9 -
Gas and electricity 182, 4 174. 7 187.9 187. 6 187.0 173.3 183, 0
Household furnishings and operation...................... 169.1 171.7 158. 0 156. 8 165.1 167.7 168.5
Apparel and upkeep........... N 143.9 154, 1 153.0 146. 7 149.3 141, 7 145.4
Men’s and boys’ 155.0 155, 4 149, 7 144, 0 154, 1 139.7 147, 2
Women'sand girls’ .. ... ..ottt i i 135.3 138. 6 149.8 135.7 146.3 135, 141.0
FOOIWEAr . ottt it ettt it ittt e 128.6 163.4 162. 4 144, 4 157. 4 152, 9 145, 6
Transportation. . ..o ovvi ittt et 153,9 159.0 156. 1 153, 7 160, 2 159, 1 165, 0
PrIVATE ..ot e e e, 158. 4 159.7 162.3 159, 1 160, 6 163.8 165, 7
Public ..t i i e et i e, 95,7 153. 6 108.5 124, 0 151. 4 103.7 150.0
Health and recreation. .. .......oovveiveinenneennvnennnnnnn 167, 1 164, 6 167.1 160, 4 159. 3 159, 7 160, 1
Medical Care. . .. ..vnvnt i 197.2 192, 8 197.0 182. 1 174, 1 168.9 181. 6
Personal Care ...........coveiinneininnenninnineenaanss 164, 4 155. 8 157. 1 167. 6 161.7 163.5 158.5
Readingand recreation . ............cotiiiiiiiiinaianns 151.6 149.5 144.2 158.2 144.0 148.3 145. 6
Othergoods and services . .........ovvuiveininvrnonnsnnss 140.9 158. 6 163.3 135, 4 158.0 157.0 145, 3
Percent changes, 1975-76
AllITBMS ..ot e 4.6 5.3 6.1 5.0 5.4 5.8 5.6
FOOO .« it e 2.3 3.4 3.7 3.6 1.7 3.6 1.6
Foodathome ...........oioiiiiiininnniinnenennienenn .9 2.6 3.2 2.1 .2 3.0 .2
Cereals and bakery products ........ccoovireennnnnaennn -7 -2.3 -1.0 -7.2 -3.2 -2.3 -3.9
Meats, poultry,andfish.......................cacnn -1.4 1.5 3.3 4,6 .2 1.8 .2
Dairy products. . ... ccu it riirenrcteaeen e 9.4 10, 6 4,1 8.1 2.4 8.9 4,2
Fruitsandvegetables . .............coviiiiirnn e, 2.1 2.3 3.1 5.5 -.4 3.0 -.9
Otherfoodathome..........coiiiiieveniiiniranienn. -.3 3.5 4.7 -.8 1.1 4,1 1.4
Food away fromhome ............iiiiiiininennininn, 7.0 6.6 6.2 8.1 6.6 6.5 7.1
HOUSING . oo ov s ie ittt ittt ittt i iiieen e 4.9 5.6 6.7 4.8 7.0 6.8 6.8
LT 3,7 4.8 6.7 4.8 6.0 6.2 6.9
Rent, residential ........ .. .ttt 1.7 6.4 3.2 4.3 2 ] 2. 7 6.1
HOMEOWRErShip . . oot i e it et cn e ineeanenn 4,1 4.3 7.8 5.2 .3 .7 7.1
Fuetandutilities .......... ... ... i, 7.3 6.8 6.9 1,1 11,3 7.2 3.7
Fueloilandcoal. ......oovveiiiiniiiiiii i, - 7.6 - - - 6.2 -
Gasand electriCity . . ......ivi ittt i 9.4 6.1 11,3 -.3 16, 6 9.3 5.1
Household furnishings and operation. .. ................... 5.6 6.9 6.3 6.7 7.3 6.8 7.9
Apparel and UPKEeP . . .. ottt et it e e e 3.7 4,4 6.5 3.9 2,5 4.8 2.6
Men'sand Boys ... .covirinrin ettt it 5.2 4.6 5.4 6.3 5.4 4,3 2.4
Women'sand boys’. .. ... iiii it i e 2.9 2.4 8.2 2.1 1.5 3.9 1,1
FOOIWEAr . . ..ottt ittt it eiie e aeans 3.8 4.6 6.4 3.7 3.6 5.9 4.2
Transportation. .. ...ttt ittt e i i 7.7 8.6 8.3 4,7 7.9 9.0 8.7
Private . . ..o e 7.9 7.5 8.7 5.4 8.2 9.4 9.1
PUDIC. e e e 3.2 17.1 3.8 .1 2.0 1.8 1.6
Health and recreation. .. ....ccouvvinnvei e enen. 5.3 5.3 6.8 7.8 5.8 5.9 6.9
Medical care. . .. .. PP 7.3 6.9 11.5 10.5 8.5 8.3 10.1
PersonalCare .. .....ovvriiiitiiiiiii i 4.9 3.2 3.5 7.0 5.5 3.8 6.9
Readingand recreation. . .........cveviiiiinennnieenn,nn 4.8 4.5 4.9 6.2 4.4 4.4 4.7
Other goods and Services .. ... ccvvvvinennrenrinnnennrnns 1.7 5.5 4.6 7.0 4,2 5.2 3.5
! See footnote 1, table 5. S Revised index: 1975 annual average, 158.5.
? Revised index: 1975 annual average, 160.1. 5 Revised index: 1975 annual average, 166.7.
3 Revised index: 1975 annual average, 163.3. 7 December 1963=100.
* Revised index: 1975 annual average, 168.1.
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Table 8. CPl—food groups, selected areas

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Food at home

Cereals Other Food
Total Meats, ) Fruits away
Area® ftood Total and poultry, Dairy and foods from
bakery and fish products vegetables at home
products home
Indexes, December 1976
US.cityaverage ..........coivvienoueennn 181. 7 179.3 179.3 170, 2 171.4 175.5 202,2 190.9
Atlanta ... e 185.0 184.4 189.7 169.7 186.2 185.0 199.5 187.0
Baltimore ........... ..o 185.0 182.3 174.9 176.1 170. 8 177.1 209, 2 195.5
Boston .......... .. 180.9 177.6 181.2 170, 1 164, 7 175.0 201, 0 192.9
Buffalo...........oooivii i 178.8 176.3 176.6 169.3 170.5 169.2 196.7 192.8
Chicago .....vviinrii it it nn 180.5 178.7 180.1 172. 6 163.5 178.4 202.5 187.6
Cincinnati .. .v.iiiiinn i i 185.9 187.0 193, 5 176.9 176.3 180. 8 213.9 181. 4
Cleveland ... ... .. .ioiiiiiiniian, 188.6 188.3 190, 7 174.2 182.3 174. 6 223.4 190. 8
Dallas ......coviuniniiiiiinii e 179.3 174. 7 174.3 162.9 167.4 172.0 196, 0 196. 3
Detroit .....cuuivrin et 177.5 174.4 191.2 163.2 171.0 157.4 200,7 191, 4
Honolulu ...........ccoviiiiiiinnennnn, 185, 3 181, 0 172.5 181, 7 183.5 182.0 184, 8 197.9
Houston .............iiuiiiinniinnns 188. 4 182.0 175.5 176.7 182.1 184.2 192.1 210.9
Kansas City ........coovininniienennnannnn 181.0 177.9 176.8 165.5 178. 6 165.3 204, 0 190.9
Los Angeles—tongBeach ................. 176.0 174.0 178.0 171. 2 157.5 169.5 191, 0 181.4
Milwaukee ..., 181.6 179.8 178.0 171. 6 178.0 180, 0 194, 7 ®)
Minneapolis—St. Paul ..................... 185.7 179.7 189, 4 169, 1 179.2 169, 2 195, 3 212.1
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J ................... 186.8 186.5 183, 8 173, 0 174.5 194, 7 214.8 188. 3
Philadelphia .........ccviiiiiniinnnnennn 186.0 182.0 186.5 173.2 172. 4 177.8 206.4 202.7
Pittsburgh ....... ... .0 iiiiiiinnnnnnnn 180.7 177.0 183.3 172.8 160.3 174, 7 194, 1 202.5
SLLOUIS ...ttt i 180. 7 179.2 184,3 162.2 176.8 179.1 204.1 187.8
SaN DGO v vttt i i i e 182.5 173.3 170.5 172. 4 161.6 172.8 185, 8 (?)
San Francisco—Oakland ................... 175.1 176. 4 170, 3 174.9 160. 3 169. 6 201, 3 170, 3
Seattle ......viiiiiii i i i 177. 4 176.3 174.7 176.0 168. 6 161, 3 195.2 181. 0
Washington .............. . c.oivinan.. 188.3 182.9 184,5 162.3 164. 2 187.9 221.7 202,11
Percent changes November 1976 to December 1976
US.cityaverage ...........oiviiniunnans 0.3 0.2 -0.3 -1.0 -0.2 0.4 2.5 0.5
Atlanta . ...t -.5 -.8 -.5 -3.2 ~.5 -1.1 1.9 .3
Baltimore .......... ..., .7 .8 .7 .3 .1 -9 3.3 .1
BOStON ... it e e -.7 -9 -.9 -2.0 -1.8 .2 .3 -. 1
Buffalo ........ ... .2 .2 -3.2 -.6 .4 1.0 2,5 0
[ 17 T T SO, -. 1 -.2 .8 -1,0 .1 -3.7 2.7 .5
Cincinnati .. ..oviiii i i i e, .1 -.2 .8 -7 -.3 -2.5 2.1 .9
Cleveland ... ..cvviiiin i iiieiiiiinnnns .5 .4 1.1 -7 -.3 1.5 1.3 .7
Dallas ..ottt i et .9 1.2 -.6 -2 1.6 3.9 1.7 .1
Detroit .....vuvrniniiinrinrinnonernans 1.0 1.0 1.1 -.5 1.0 -.4 4.4 .7
Honolulu ...... ..o, .7 .6 -.1 .5 -1 .4 2.0 1.0
HOUSTON .« ..t ie e veeans .5 .6 .1 -.3 -.8 2.5 1.5 .5
Kansas City .. .vvvvinennnenninnennnnnnnnn .1 .2 -.3 -1.6 .2 -1.0 3.2 -.3
Los Angeles—LongBeach .................. .8 .8 .1 .8 .2 1.0 1.5 .7
MIIWAUKEE + 4+ v v v e eeneeneeeeennnnns. .1 .1 -7 -.8 -.3 -6 2.4 (2)
Minneapolis—St. Paul ..................... -.4 -7 .6 -2.1 -4.2 1.0 1.3 1.1
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J . .................. .7 .8 .5 -6 .8 1.0 3.0 .4
Philadelphia ............ ... ... ... ..... -.2 -.5 -1.3 -2.4 -.3 .5 2.3 .8
Pittsburgh ........ ... ... . e, -.3 -.5 -.4 -1,7 -.2 .1 .7 .7
SLLOUIS ..ovi i e .3 .2 -.2 -2.4 .8 1.6 2.5 1.0
88N DIBGO .. ettt 1.2 1.8 1.2 1.3 .8 2.1 3.4 (%)
San Francisco—Oakland ................... .6 .6 -1.2 .5 -7 -. 1 3.6 .4
Seattle ... .ot e .1 .1 -2.2 -3 -1.4 1.1 2.0 0
Washington .........ccovvuniiiiiiiennnn. .3 .2 .4 -2.2 1.1 -1.6 3.4 .6

! See footnote 1, table 5.
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Table 9. CPl—gasoline indexes, U.S. city average and selected areas

{C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, January 1976=100)
Leaded regular gasoline Unleaded regular gasoline Premium gasoline
|Percent change| Percent change| Percent change
Area! Index to December Index to Decemnber Index to Decernber
1976 from— 1976 from— 1976 from—
November | December | November | November | December | November |November | December | November
1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976
U.S.cityaverage ,.............. 103.0 102, 7 -0.3 103.9 103.5 -0.4 103.3 103.1 -0.2
Atlanta .........cooviiinnn 102. 9 100, 8 -2.0 105.0 104.0 -1.0 103, 8 103,11 -7
Baltimore...........co.vvunn 101, 7 101. 6 -.1 102, 2 102.1 -.1 101. 7 101, 7 [}
Boston................oeiunnn 101.5 101.9 .4 104, 2 104.4 .2 102.7 102.8 .1
Buffalo...............ount 102, 8 102, 2 -.6 102, 6 102.2 -.4 102. 3 102.2 -.1
Chicago .......covevvivnnnnn 103, 8 103, 3 -.5 104, 8 104, 8 [¢] 104.5 104. 6 .1
Cincinnati ...........c0vians 102. 4 101.8 -.6 104.1 103.3 -.8 102.9 102.0 -.9
Cleveland ..............coves 101, 2 101.1 -.1 103.0 102, 4 -.6 101.8 101.5 -.3
Dallas..........ocovvvvennnn.. 104, 4 103. 6 ~-.8 105.0 104, 2 -.8 104.3 103, 6 -7
Detroit.........ooovvivinnnntn 101.9 102.0 .1 105.0 104.1 -.9 103.0 103, 2 .2
Honolulu .............. .ol 102.5 102.5 0 102, 4 102. 6 .2 101.9 102.2 .3
Houston........covvvunnivennn 104, 1 103, 2 -.9 104.8 104.0 -.8 103.6 103, 0 -.6
KansasCity .........oovuvvenns 104.5 103, 8 -7 105, 4 105.0 -.4 104.3 103.8 -.5
Los Angeles—Long Beach......... 104, 3 104. 4 .1 104, 6 104.5 -.1 103. 8 103,5 -.3
Milwaukee . ........oovviiiinn 103.8 103, 6 -2 105, 2 105.0 -.2 103, 8 103, 8 0
Minneapolis—-St. Paul . . .......... 102, 7 103, 3 .6 105, 1 105.7 .6 104.2 103.5 -7
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J .......... 101, 5 101, 1 -.4 103.9 103, 5 -.4 102, 1 101.8 -.3
Philadelphia...........oconuue 101.5 100, 7 -.8 103.5 102.9 -.6 102, 4 102. 6 .2
Pittsburgh ..... Ceeeer e 102.7 102, 4 -.3 104, 2 103.4 -.8 103.5 103.3 -.2
St.LOUIS ..ovviriinnv i 104. 7 104, 8 .1 104. 4 105.1 .7 103.6 103.9 .3
San Diego ...... e 103, 1 102.9 -2 104, 1 104.3 .2 103, 4 103.3 -.1
San Francisco—Qakiand.......... 103.8 104, 3 .5 103, 7 103.9 .2 102. 7 103, 2 .5
Seattle . ........ooiviiiiinnnnn 104.1 104, 2 .1 103, 9 103.9 0 103.7 103, 7 0
Washington ............covuuns 101.5 102.0 .5 104, 6 104, 4 -.2 103, 1 103. 1 0

! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those established
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.

Table 10. CPl—gasoline average prices, U.S. city average and selected areas

{c price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)
Leaded regular gasoline 1 Unleaded regular gasoline [ Premium gasoline
Area ! Average price per galion
October | November | December | October [November |December October | November)| December
1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976

US.cityaverage ............... $0. 603 $0. 602 $0. 600 $0.629 $0., 629 $0, 626 $0.651 $0. 650 $0.648
Atlanta........ ety . 597 . 594 .582 .633 . 631 . 625 . 654 .651 . 646
Baltimore............... 0.0 .610 . 608 . 607 . 628 . 627 . 627 . 657 . 655 . 655
Boston..........ooiieinnn, 597 .594 .597 . 629 . 627 .628 . 647 . 646 . 647
Buffalo.........coeiiniiiinn. .612 .610 . 607 .633 . 633 . 631 . 656 . 656 . 655
Chicago ........cvvvvnnvnn... . 625 . 622 .619 . 644 . 662 . 662 . 673 . 671 . 672
Cinginnati ........coo0i e . 591 . 589 .585 . 615 . 617 .612 . 638 . 641 . 635
Cleveland................000un .593 .592 .592 . 609 .612 . 609 . 639 . 639 .637
Dallas. ....covvenvveiniiinnn.. .562 .561 .557 .584 . 583 .579 . 604 . 604 . 600
DEtroit. . cccvveeerneiinnnnenn. .592 .591 -591 . 631 . 634 . 629 . 652 . 651 . 652
Honolulu .........cvivvinnnnn, . 704 . 702 . 702 712 L1713 .714 . 739 . 741 . 743
Houston. ......ovvivnennnenns. . 549 .549 . 544 .571 .572 . 568 .596 .597 .593
KansasCity .................0. .575 .579 ! .575 .597 . 600 .598 .619 . 625 . 622
Los Angeles—Long Beach. ........ . 606 . 609 | . 609 .638 .639 . 638 . 650 . 651 . 649
Milwaukee .........cocivuennnn .566 .565 ! .564 .597 .595 .594 .617 .615 .615
Minneapolis—St. Paul............ .594 .590 .594 . 624 . 621 . 625 . 664 . 660 . 655
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J .. ........ . 607 . 607 . 604 . 639 . 639 . 636 . 664 . 662 . 660
Philadelphia . . ................. .593 .592 .587 . 633 .633 . 630 . 659 . 656 . 658
Pittsburgh. . ..............o.Ls .599 .596 .595 . 629 . 627 . 622 . 650 . 647 . 645
SLLOUIS «vovvvvvvnrnnnnennnns .595 .594 .594 . 612 . 608 .612 .638 . 636 . 638
SanDiego........oonivnniiinns . 623 . 622 . 620 . 653 . 654 . 655 . 671 . 672 L 671
San Francisco—Oakland . ......... . 637 . 637 . 640 . 655 . 655 . 657 . 678 . 677 . 680
Seattle .............0nnuunnn, .598 .597 .598 . 616 .617 . 617 . 640 . 641 . 641
Washington ............c.00n.. .615 L 611 .614 . 659 . 656 . 655 . 678 . 676 . 676

' Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those established
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.
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Table 11. CPl—by population size ’

(& - price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
. Relative indexes Percent change to
Arsea and group importance December 1976 from—
December December September December December September
1975 1975 1976 1976 1975 1976
United States:
AlLItems ..o 100. 000 166, 3 172.6 174.3 4.8 1.0
Food ... .ot i 24,675 180. 7 181.6 181, 7 .6 .1
Housing ......... ..ot 33,998 172.2 179.5 181. 6 5.5 1.2
Apparel andupkeep ... ....... ...l 9.217 145, 2 150. 2 151. 8 4.5 1.1
Transportation ...........cccvneareniinns 13,053 157, 6 169.5 171, 4 8.8 1.1
Health and recreation ..................... 18, 681 157.5 165.3 168.0 6.7 1.6
Class A-1 (3.5 million or more):
Allitems ......coiniiiiiiie i 32.409 167.6 173.9 175, 4 4,7 .9
FOOd ...ttt 8.280 182.1 182.5 183.1 .5 .3
Housing .......coovininnniininennnnnnnnn 10. 730 171. 8 178.4 180.4 5.0 1.1
Apparel andupkeep ........ccoieiiiiiann.n 3.013 140. 4 146.0 145, 8 3.8 -.1
Transportation ...........ccoeevirneenesnn 4,241 165, 1 177.6 179. 4 8.7 1.0
Health and recreation ..................... 6. 145 160, 4 169.7 172.0 7.2 1.4
Class A-2 {1.4 million to 3.5 million):
AlItemS ... vt iiin it iiaas 11. 694 165.0 171.9 174.0 5.5 1.2
Food ..iiiviiiiiiiiiiiien i 2.948 180.5 182.5 181.7 .7 -.4
HOUSING .....ovvvivininnnicnnnnnnennnns 3.951 168, 1 175.5 179. 4 6.7 2.2
Apparel andupkeep .............iiai... 1. 095 146,2 149.7 151. 6 3,7 1.3
Transportation .........cevveiencnronnens 1,493 155, 8 171.3 173, 0 11,0 1.0
Health and recreation ..................... 2.207 158.0 165, 6 168.5 6.6 1.8
Class B (250,000 to 1.4 million):
AlLTteMS .. .viiii i iin i neenassns 25, 645 165, 2 171.6 173.3 4.9 1.0
Food .......cciviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin 6.073 180.3 181.3 181, 8 .8 .3
Housing ......c.iciviiiiiiniiiniinnnnnnn 8.909 170.9 178. 6 180. 3 5.5 1.0
Apparel andupkeep ... ......0iiiiiiieas 2.365 147.5 153.6 155, 9 5.7 1.5
Transportation .. ........cevvenveennennens 3. 444 153.1 164, 3 166.7 8.9 1.5
Heaith and recreation ..................... 4. 854 156.9 163.7 166, 4 6.1 1.6
Class C {50,000 to 250,000):
ANTEMS .o .ittreeiinn s iinsrnsrnnnen 12,584 166.2 171.9 173.5 4.4 .9
Food ... iiivriin ittt 3.085 179.7 180. 4 179.5 -.1 -.5
Housing .......cocciiiiininiinnnennnnnns 4,330 173.7 181.1 183.3 5.5 1.2
Apparel andupkeep ........cvininiiiiinans . 1. 191 149. 4 152.2 155, 5 4,1 2.2
Transportation ..........coccecoannnnsans 1. 668 155.3 165.3 166.9 7.5 1.0
Health and recreation .................c00n 2.312 154.9 161.8 164.7 6.3 1.8
Class D (2,500 to 50,000):
AHTtems ...voetiiiiii i i 17.292 166. 6 173.0 174. 6 4.8 .9
Food ......ciiiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieas 4,289 179.3 180.7 180.2 .5 -.3
Housing ..........oovvviviniiininoonn, 6.078 176.0 183.7 185.4 5.3 .9
Apparel and upkeep ......... PN 1.554 147.0 151.7 154, 8 5.3 2.0
Transportation . .......ccceeeniaaiiaiaans 2,207 154, 2 165.3 167.3 8.5 1.2
Health and recreation ..................... 3.163 154, 8 162.1 165.2 6.7 1.9
! Based upon 1960 Census of Population.
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Table 1+-A. CPl—by population size’, 1976 annual average

(Cc price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
. Relative Annual average indexes Percent change to
Area and group importance 1976 from—
1975 1976 , 1975
United States:
AlTtens ... .. i it e i e 161,2 170.5 5.8
Food ......... il 175.4 180. 8 3.1
Housing .......ooviviinreiininnnennnnn 166, 8 177.2 6.2
Apparel and upkeep .. ...........iiiiia.n. 142.3 147.6 3.7
Transportation . .........oeeirieernenanan 150. 6 165.5 9.9
Health and recreation ..................... 153.5 163.3 6.4
Ciass A-1 (3.5 million or more):
AItemMS ...ttt ier it 162.5 171. 6 5.6
Food ...ttt 176.4 181.7 3.0
HOUSING o .iviiietiiee e iiiereneniannnns 166, 8 176.2 5.6
Apparel andupkeep ........ ..o 139.2 142.7 2.5
Transportation ............ccccvevuennnns 155, 9 173.2 11.1
Health and recreation ..................... 156, 3 167.3 7.0
Class A-2 (1.4 million to 3.5 million):
AlLTEMS ...ttt iiveeicnn i nnns 160. 4 169.8 5.9
Food 175, 1 181.1 3.4
Housing 163. 6 173.6 6.1
Apparel andupkeep .............c00iiiinan 143.8 148.5 3.3
Transportation ...... e s 150. 2 167.2 11.3
Health and recreation ..................... 153.5 163.6 6.6
Class B (250,000 to 1.4 million):
AHTBMS ..ottt iiie e iiie e 160, 3 169. 4 5.7
Food ........coviiiiiiiiiiiiiii., 174. 8 180, 4 3.2
HOUuSING .....vvvrinnnrnriiiarennnenes 165.7 176.2 6.3
Apparel andupkeep .............. .. ... ... 144, 0 151.1 4.9
Transportation ...........ccoevnienvavaans 147, 7 160,5 8.7
Health and recreation ..................... 152.9 162.0 6.0
Class C (50,000 to 250,000):
AllItems ...t i i e e 160, 7 169.9 5.7
FOOd ...ttt ittt evinnine, 173.5 179.2 3.3
HOUSING ..oovvrennervrnnnennnniennanenns 167.9 178.9 6.6
Apparel andupkeep .........coviiiiiiiann 145, 4 151. 0 3.9
Transportation . ........cevevienvnernncen 148.9 161.8 8.7
Health and recreation ............cov.vuene 150,9 159.9 6.0
Class D {2,500 to 50,000):
AllTtems ...ttt 161.3 171.0 6.0
Food ... i iiiiiiiiiiiiiiienneiiaaas 174. 4 179.7 3.0
HOUSING .\ vvtieeerienenenrannnennnsens 169.1 181. 4 7.3
Apparel andupkeep .........iiiiiiiinenn, - 143, 3 150, 4 - 5.0
Transportation ...........c.ocovevennnncans - 148, 1 161.4 - 9.0
Health and recreation .............c.coooen - 151.2 160, 4 - 6.1
! Based upon 1960 Census of Population.
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Table 12. CP1—by region

{Consumer price index for urban wzge earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

T Relative' Indexes Percent change to
Areaand group importance December 1976 fronr—
December December September December December September
1975 1975 1976 1976 1975 1976
United States:
AlLItems . ...t e 100, 000 166, 3 172.6 174.3 4,8 1.0
FOOD ... i e 24,675 180.7 181.6 181.7 .6 .1
HOUSING . v\vetviteeeeiieeneieananes 33,998 172.2 179.5 181. 6 5.5 1.2
Apparel and Upkeep . ............oiinn... 9.217 145,2 150.2 151.8 4.5 1.1
Transportation ................covniunen. 13.053 157.6 169.5 171.4 8.8 1.1
Heaith and recreation ..................... 18. 681 157.5 165.3 168.0 6.7 1.6
Northeast:
AlLITEMS o vttt inienearans 32,686 169.2 175.2 176.7 4.4 .9
Food ... ... et it 8.696 182. 6 183.9 183.9 .7 0
Housing .........o.vuiiiiiiiiiiniianans 10. 607 175.3 181.1 183.6 4,7 1.4
Apparel andupkeep ......... ... al., 3.228 145, 6 150, 9 152. 1 4,5 .8
Transportation . .........c...eeeeeiennae 4,031 164.7 177.7 179.0 8.7 .7
Health and recreation . ..............couue. 6.124 159.7 167.6 169. 7 6.3 1.3
North Central:
AllItems . ...ttt ittt 27.874 163.3 169. 8 171.5 5.0 1,0
T 6.853 180.0 181.1 180. 6 .3 -3
HOUuSINg ..ovvvirriiiinereninarrencnases 9.495 164. 4 172.3 174.4 6.1 1.2
Apparel andupkeep .......... ... .iiiaine 2,467 145, 0 149, 2 151, 2 4,3 1.3
Transportation ...............coeveenunnn 3.770 154. 6 166.2 168.7 9.1 1.5
Health and recreation ..................... 5.288 157.9 165.7 168.7 6.8 1.8
South:
AHTtemS ..ottt 22,104 168.7 175.1 176. 6 4,7 .9
Food ..o i i e, 5,281 183.4 184.2 183.6 .1 -.3
Housing .......oviiiiiiininninnenns 7.732 178.0 185.8 187.3 5.2 .8
Apparel andupkeep .......... .. .iiiiann 2.102 147.3 153,7 155, 4 5.5 1.1
Transportation ..........cccevvininnnennns 2.938 154. 8 165.1 167.4 8.1 1.4
Health and recreation ..................... 4,050 158.5 166.0 169. 1 6.7 1.9
West:
Allitems ...t iiiiiin it cia e 16.499 163, 0 169.7 171. 8 5,4 1.2
FOOd ..ivviiiiiiniininnnrnnennnsnnrens 3,716 174. 4 174.7 176.3 1.1 .9
HOusiNng ...v.viiiiuiininnnnrnnnnneenns 6.022 172.4 180. 6 182.7 6.0 1.2
Apparel and upkeep . ......ciiiiniieanainn 1.385 | 141. 4 144.8 146, 4 3.5 1.1
Transportation .......cvieevennsnnnnnnens 2,253 154, 3 167.1 168. 8 9.4 1.0
Health and recreation .................... . 3.123 151, 7 159.9 162.6 7.2 1.7

! Regional index and relative importance data exclude Anchorage, Alaska, and

Honolulu, Hawaii which are included in the U.S. level data. Consequently, regional
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Table 12-A. CPi—by region, 1976 annual average

{C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
Relative . i Percent change to
Area and group importance Annual average indexes 1976 from—
1975 1976 1975
United States:
Allitems ... ... .. it 161.2 170.5 5.8
Food .......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 175.4 180, 8 3.1
HOUSING ... vvvvrirninennrevnnncnnonnnn 166.8 177.2 6.2
Apparel andupkeep . .......ciiiiiiniiiiaes 142.3 147.6 3.7
Transportation ...........coviviuncnnnneas 150. 6 165.5 9.9
Health and recreation ............. e 153.5 163.3 6,4
Northeast:
AItems . ..ottt aerieaas 164.0 173.3 5.7
FOOd ...ivniiiiiiiiiineininennnrinnns 177.0 183.1 3.4
Housing ........c....vunnn e 170. 3 179.7 5.5
Apparel andupkeep ......... ... i, 143, 0 147, 7 3.3
Transportation . ..........c.cccvevueneennns 154, 6 173.9 12.5
Health and recreation ...... e .. 155.8 165, 4 6.2
North Central:
AllItems ...ovvivieninnrnnenrenennn 158.5 167, 6 5.7
FOod ...iviiiiiiiiniiiiernnaanensnnin . 173.3 179.9 3.8
Housing .......cvvvniivniiiiiiniennnnnn, 160, 0 169.9 6.3
Apparel andupkeep ................ eeeas 142.2 147.5 3.7
Transportation .........ccveunvnrenns PR 149.3 162.2 8.6
Health and recreation ................... .. 154, 1 164, 0 6.4
South:
Allitems ......viviinriniiiarineeians 163.7 172.8 5.6
Food ....... e seere i e 178, 7 183.1 2.5
HOuSINg .....viiviiineninnennnnenenanas 171.8 183.2 6.6
Apparel andupkeep ...........coooininennn 144, 0 151.4 5.1
Transportation ....... . 149, 2 161. 6 8.3
Healthand recreation ..............ccvuun. 154, 7 164, 2 6.1
West:
Allitems ... ovivriiiiiannrieennanossans 157.7 167.3 6.1
Food . . 169.9 173.7 2.2
Housing 165.5 177.7 7.4
Apparel and upkeep - 139,2 143.7 - 3.2
Transportation ..........cevseeeanneiannn - 148. 6 162, 2 - 9,2
Health and recreation ...............co0uen - 147, 1 157.8 - 7.3

! Regional indexes exclude Anchorage, Alaska, and Honolulu, Hawaii, which are included in the U.S. totals.
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Brief Explanation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average
changes in prices of goods and services usually bought
by urban wage earners and clerical workers. ‘It is based
on prices of about 400 items which were selected to rep-
resent the movement of prices of all goods and services
purchased by wage earners and clerical workers. Prices
for these items are obtained in urban portions of 39
major statistical areas and 17 smaller cities, which were
chosen to represent all urban places in the United States.
They are collected from about 18,000 establishments—
grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling stations,
and other types of stores and service establishments.

Prices of food, fuels, and a few other items are
obtained every month in all 56 locations. Prices of most
other commodities and services are collected every month
in the five largest areas and every 3 months in other
areas. Prices of most goods and services are obtained by

personal visits of the Bureau’s trained representatives.
Mail questionnaires are used to obtain local transit fares,
public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices, and
certain other items.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various
items in each location are averaged together with weights
which represent their importance in the spending of all
wage earners and clerical workers. Local data are then
combined to obtain a U.S. city average. Separate indexes
are also published for 23 areas.

The index measures price changes from a designated
reference date—1967—which equals 100.0. An increase
of 22 percent, for example, is shown as 122.0. This
change can also be expressed in dollars as follows: The
price of a base period ‘“‘market basket” of goods and
services bought by urban wage earners and clerical workers
has risen from $10 in 1967 to $12.20.

A Note About Calculating Index Changes

Movements of the indexes from one month to another
are usually expressed as percent changes rather than
changes in index points because index point changes are
affected by the level of the index in relation to its base

period while percent changes are not. The example in the —
accompanying box illustrates the computation of index

C, mpanying b s P Index Point Change
point and percent changes.

Seasonally adjusted percent changes in the US. All CP1 1238
ltems Index are based on seasonal adjustment factors :e“ previous index 123.2
and seasonally adjusted indexes carried to two decimal quals index point change: 06
places. This procedure helps to eliminate rounding error Percent Change
in the percent changes. ind N

Percent changes for 3-month and 6-month periods ndex point difference, _06

. ) . R o Divided by the previous index, 123.2
are expressed as annual rates and are computed accord- Equals, 0.005
ing to the standard formula for compound growth rates. Results multiplied by one hundred 0.005x100
These data indicate what the percent change would be Equals percent change: 05
if the current rate were maintained for a 12-month

period. BLS does not publish annual rates based on
data for 1 month.

A Note on Seasonally Adjusted and Unadjusted Data

Because price data are used for different purposes by
different groups, the Bureau of Labor Statistics publishes
seasonally adjusted as well as unadjusted changes each
month.

For analyzing general price trends in the economy,
seasonally adjusted changes are usually preferred, since
they eliminate the effect of changes that normally occur
at the same time and in about the same magnitude every
year—such as price movements resulting from changing
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climatic conditions, production cycles, model change-
overs, holidays, and sales.

The unadjusted data are of primary interest to con-
sumers concerned about the prices they actually pay.
Unadjusted data are also used extensively for escalation
purposes. Many collective bargaining contract agreements
and pension plans, for example, tie compensation changes
to the Consumer Price Index unadjusted for seasonal
variation.
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Reliability of Percent Changes in the CPI

A system of “replicated” samples introduced into the
index structure in the 1964 revision permits an estimate of
sampling error for the CPI. ! The table below shows
standard errors for monthly, quarterly, and annual percent

Average standard errors of percent changes in the
CP1 based on 1975 data

Standard error
Component Monthly Quarterly Annual
change change change
Allitems ............. .04 .06 .13
Foodathome ......... .10 A7 .38
Food away from home .. 1 .22 .36
Housing .............. .08 A2 .26
Apparel and upkeep. .. .. .16 .22 .28
Transportation......... .07 1 .13
Medical care........... A3 A7 .36
Personalcare .......... 14 .22 .46
Reading and recreation . . 11 16 .37
Other goods and
SBIVICES . ..vvivnnnnns .08 1 .22

changes in the CPI for all items and for nine commodity
groupings based on 1974 averages. The figures may be
interpreted as follows: The changes are about 95 out of
100 that the percent change in the CPI as computed differs
from the corresponding ‘“‘complete coverage” change by
less than twice the standard error.

Because the CPI is rounded to one decimal place, some
ambiguity may arise in interpreting small index changes.
As the table indicates, for example, a month-to-month
change of 0.1 percent in the all-items CPI is significant.
Because of rounding, however, a change of this size in the
published index might result from a much smaller change in
the unrounded value. Hence, any particular change of 0.1
percent may or may not be significant. On the other hand,
a published change of 0.2 percent for a 1-month period
is almost always significant.

This replaces the table of average errors based on 1974
data which was included in the CPI report through
December 1975.

1 The method of deriving these estimates is described in a

paper by Marvin Wilkerson, “Measurement of Sampling Esror
in the Consumer Price Index,”” Journal of the American Statistical
Association, September 1967.
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