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Note: For an announcement of the publication date for
the revised Consumer Price Index, see page 2.

Price Movements

November 1977

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) rose 0.5 percent in
November before seasonal adjustment to 185.4 percent of
its 1967 base. The November CPI was 6.7 percent higher
than in November 1976.

Seasonally adjusted changes

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI rose 0.5 percent
in November, following increases of 0.3 percent in each of
the 3 preceding months. The November increases for food
and other commodities were much larger than in recent
months. Food prices rose 0.6 percent in November com-
pared with 0.1 percent in recent months.

Prices of other commodities rose 0.5 percent in Novem-
ber compared with an average monthly increase of 0.2
percent in the June through October period. Charges for
services rose 0.4 percent in November, the fourth con-
secutive month of moderate increase (tabie A).

The index for food purchased in grocery stores increased
0.7 percent in November after seasonal adjustment, follow-
ing 4 months of relatively small changes. In November,

beef prices rose 2.7 percent after seasonal adjustment, and
fresh fruit prices advanced 6.3 percent——both more than
in October. Egg prices turned up after declining for 3
months. Prices for pork, poultry, cereal and bakery products,
and processed fruits and vegetables showed small increases
in November. On the other hand, fresh vegetable prices
declined 0.6 percent after seasonal adjustment in November.
Prices for dairy products, fats and oil products, and coffee
continued to decline. The index for food away from
home—restaurant meals and snacks—increased 0.3 per-
cent in November after seasonal adjustment, about the
same as in recent months.

The index for commodities other than food rose 0.5
percent after seasonal adjustment in November. This was
much more than in recent months primarily because of
changes in the new and used car price indexes. The new car
index rose 1.5 percent in November, compared with 0.6
percent in each of the 3 preceding months. Prices of 1978-
model cars continued to be phased into the CPI, and prices
of imported cars increased. The used car index edged up
0.1 percent in November after seasonal adjustment, after

Table A. Percent changes in CPl and components, selected periods

Changes in all items
Changes from preceding month
Compound
annual rate From
i fr 12 mo
Month All items Food Co';nsmf:t:es Services 3 m:r:ths 2 ag: e
ago
Unad- [Seasonally Unad-WSeasonally Unad- Feasonally Unad- [Seasonally Seasonally Unad-
justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted adjusted justed
1976:
November......... 0.3 0.3 —-0.3 —0.3 04 04 0.5 04 40 5.0
December ......... 3 4 3 A 2 6 4 A 4.2 4.8
1977:
January........... 6 8 9 9 0 7 9 8 6.1 5.2
February.......... 1.0 1.0 2.3 2.0 6 7 7 7 9.1 6.0
March ............ .6 6 5 6 6 4 7 8 10.0 64
April............. .8 .8 1.2 1.5 6 A4 .6 8 9.9 6.8
May.............. .6 .6 a4 7 7 A4 5 6 84 6.7
June............. 7 6 1.0 .8 A 2 8 8 8.1 6.9
July. ... ool 4 4 5 A A A 8 8 6.4 6.7
August ........... 4 .3 3 3 2 3 5 .5 5.2 6.6
September......... 4 3 -4 A 4 2 7 5 4.2 6.6
October .......... 3 3 -1 A 4 3 A4 A 3.8 6.5
November......... .5 5 6 6 4 5 5 4 44 6.7
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declining sharply from April through October. Among
other nonfood commodities, the November increases of
0.7 percent for alcoholic beverages and 0.5 percent for
apparel were larger than in October. The index for gasoline
and motor oil rose 0.8 percent after seasonal adjustment
in November, but this was less than in October. The fuel oil
and coal index declined by 0.8 percent after seasonal adjust-
ment in November, the first decline since early in 1976.

The services index rose 0.4 percent in November after
seasonal adjustment, the same as in October. Charges for
transportation services and household services other than
rent increased 0.2 percent and 0.3 percent, respectively, in
November—about the same as in recent months and sub-
stantially less than most monthly increases during the first
half of the year. Among household services, the index for
gas and electricity declined 0.4 percent in November after
seasonal adjustment, the first decline since early in 1976.
The index for mortgage interest rates declined in November
for the fourth consecutive month. The medical care services
index rose 0.5 percent in November, the smallest increase
this year. The annual adjustment to the health insurance
component for retained earnings, which is based on data
obtained from the Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare and was originally scheduled for inclusion in the
October index, was not included in the November index
either. The adjustment will be made as soon as the data are
available.

Monthly changes in detail (not seasonally adjusted)

The index for food purchased in grocery stores rose 0.7
percent before seasonal adjustment in November. A large

part of this rise was due to higher prices for fresh fruits and
vegetables, beef, and bakery products. Prices also rose for
other foods such as butter, cheese, frozen orange juice,
dried beans, eggs, and chocolate bars. These increases were
offset partially by lower prices for pork, poultry, salad and
cooking oil, sugar, and coffee. The index for food away
from home increased 0.4 percent before seasonal adjust-
ment in November.

The index for commodities other than food rose 0.4
percent before seasonal adjustment in November. Prices
rose for most nonfood commodities, led by increases of
1.7 percent in new cars, 1.1 percent for fuel oil, 0.8 percent
for apparel, and 0.6 percent for both tobacco products and
alcoholic beverages. The used car index, on the other hand,
declined 1.7 percent before seasonal adjustment, and
gasoline prices declined 0.1 percent.

The index for services rose 0.5 percent before seasonal
adjustment in November. The index for transportation
services rose 0.4 percent reflecting increases in charges for
auto repairs and in local transit, taxicab, and railroad fares;
the index for auto insurance showed no change. The index
for household services other than rent increased 0.5 percent
in November as a result of increases in mortgage interest
costs, property taxes, natural gas, and laundry services.
Electricity rates, however, declined sharply. The medical
care services index increased 0.5 percent; physicians’ fees
rose 0.6 percent, while dentists’ fees and hospital service
charges increased 0.4 percent. The rent index rose 0.6
percent, and there were relatively large increases in charges
for beauty shop services and for apparel-related services
such as drycleaning and laundering men’s shirts.

Announcement to users of the Consumer Price Index

The Bureau of Labor Statistics will begin publishing
the revised Consumer Price Index (CPI) with the release
of the January 1978 index, now scheduled for February
27. At that time the Bureau will publish three Consumer
Price Indexes: (1) A new CPI for All Urban Consumers;
(2) a revised CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical
Workers; and (3) the present unrevised CPI for Urban Wage
Earners and Clerical Workers. The present unrevised CPI
will be discontinued after the June 1978 index is published.
The new CPI and the revised CPI will continue into the
future,

The CPI for All Urban Consumers will include, in addi-
tion to wage earners and clerical workers, groups which
historically have been excluded from CPI coverage—
salaried workers, the self-employed, the retirees, and the
unemployed. This index will cover approximately 80 per-
cent of the total noninstitutional civilian population of the
United States. The revised CPI for Urban Wage Earners and
Clerical Workers represents about one-half of the pop-

ulation covered by the CPI for All Urban Consumers.
(Neither index will include persons in the military services
or in institutions, or persons living outside urban areas
such as farm families.) Parties that use the CPI in escala-
tion or in other contractual agreements may have a choice
of adapting their existing contracts to either the new CPI
for All Urban Consumers or to the revised CPI for Urban
Wage Earners and Clerical Workers.

BLS will publish the present unrevised CPI for 6 months
after the introduction of the new series so that those who
have difficulty making the transition quickly to the revised
CPI or to the new CPI will have some extra time. The un-
revised index will not be available after publication of the
June 1978 index.

Both the revised CPI and the new CPI will be linked to
the present series. For the national index and for the five
areas for which indexes are published monthly, this will be
accomplished by linking each of the indexes to the un-
revised CPI as of December 1977. The December 1977

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



index will be the same for the revised CPI, the new CPI,
and the unrevised CPI. Each index will move upward or
downward from that level in accordance with subsequent
changes in prices. Indexes for other areas will be linked in
accordance with the schedule shown in table B.

The base period for the revised and the new CPI will be
1967=100, the same as for the unrevised index.

Areas indexes. The number of CPI’s for local areas will
be expanded from the present level of 24 to 28. The four

additional indexes will cover Miami, Florida; Portland
Oregon; Scranton, Pennsylvania; and Denver, Colorado. The
U.S. index and those for the five largest cities will continue
to be published monthly. Indexes for all other areas will be
published bi-monthly instead of quarterly as at present.
(See table B.)

Regional indexes. Regional CPI's cross-classified by pop-
ulation size will be introduced. These indexes will enable
users in local areas for which an index is not published to

Table B. Publication schedule for area indexes: New Series CPl

Monthly Pivot month' First published index
Chicago, lll.—Northwestern Ind . . . .. ... ..o vviinvvnn December 1977 January 1978
Detroit, Mich . .. ...t it i i et e i e " “
L.A.—Long Beach, Anaheim, Calif...................... " "
N.Y., N.Y.—Northeastern N.J. . ... ... .o, " "
Philadelphia, Penn.—N.J. . . . ...ttt it ittt an " "

January, March, May, July, September, November

MR, F182, . o s ettt ettt
Milwaukee, Wis. . .. .. vt in ittt i i
Northeast, Pa. {Scranton)}. . . ......ov e ieieniaerneens
San Diego, Calif ... .o ov vt i e s
Seattie—Everett, Wash .. ... ... ... i
Washington, D.C.—Md.—Va . ...... ...t
Anchorage, Alaska 3 .................................
Boston, Mass . .......c.c0iiiii i i
Denver-Boulder, ColO. . . v vttt v ittt st i it e e
Portland, Ore.—Wash . . ... ... ittt i

Baltimore, Md . .. ... i it i i i i i e s
Cincinnati, Ohio—Ky.—Ind .......... ... . oo
St. Louis, Mo.—1ll. . ... i i i i i i i i e

February, April, June, August, October, December

Atlanta, Ga .. .o ivv et i s e e e e
Honolulu, Hawaii . . ... .. i i i i i it iie e e enens
Kansas City, Mo.—Kan . ... ....... it inernenasn
San Francisco—QOakland, Calif ............ ... iunnn.

Buffalo, N.Y .. i i i i e e e e
Cleveland, Ohio ... i v i it e e i e ittt ettt einnens
Dallas—Ft. Worth, TexXas . . ..o ineeer et ianses

Houston, TeXas . .......viiiiiiiner e eennennnneenan
Minneapolis—St. Paul, Minn. Wis . . .....................
Pittsburgh, Penn . .. ... ... i e

January 1978

”

January 1978

" ,”
" ”

. 0"

March 1978

’

December 1977

February 1978

"

April 1978

“

May 1978

"

February 1978

"
"

"

April 1978

"

"

June 1978

I

"

1 Pivot month: The month in which the indexes for the old

series are set at the same level; each index will move upward or
downward from the at level in accordance with subsequent changes
in prices,

Miami base period—November 1977; no index in the old
series for Miami,

Anchorage base period—October 1967=100,

NOTE: Area indexes for the unrevised old series—both for
monthly and quarterly areas—will be terminated with publication
of the June 1978 index. The change from quarterly to bimonthly
publication schedules for local area indexes in the revised CP! may
present problems for some users of the CPl. The Bureau is prepared
to provide, upon requests, estimates of |ocal area indexes for those
months covered under the previous quarterly publication schedule
but not under the new bimonthly schedule,
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get a better approximation of the CPI for their area by
using the appropriate population-size class measure for
their region.

The ability to produce this information results from a
major expansion in the number of areas in which price data
are collected for the CPI—to 85 from 56 areas in the un-
revised index. The sample for the unrevised index was based
on the 1960 Census of Population. The new 85-area design
is a probability sample of urban areas based on the 1970
Census of Population.

The cross-classified indexes, as well as indexes by regions
only and population-size only, will be published bi-monthly.

Source of data. Improvements were made in obtaining
the updated 1972-73 consumption weights for the CPI
through changes in sample design and collection methods.

Substantial improvements were also made in the method
of selecting retail stores in which price data are collected
for the CPL. The selection of retail stores was based, for
the most part, on the results of a household survey—
referred to as Point-of-Purchase Survey—in which families
across the country were asked for information on the store
names and location and the amount they spent in retail
stores for many different categories of goods and services.
Data provided from this household survey have been used
to develop a consistent, objective, and scientifically-based
sample of retail stores and service establishments for the
CPIL.

In addition, a major change 'in the process of product
selection for pricing within stores was introduced. At
present, the data collector selects items which conform to
detailed specifications prepared by BLS, which are basically
the same for every store across the country. Under the new
procedure, the selection of each item is keyed to the sales
experience of the store in which it is priced. The collector
will work from a list of fairly general categories in select-
ing the item to be priced. The new procedure gives each
variety, brand, size, etc., chance of selection proportional
to it importance in total sales for the general category
in the particular store. Once selected, the same item will
continue to be priced. As a result, a considerably larger
range of goods and services will be priced, giving a better
representation of the varieties that exist in the market
place.

Timeliness of data. Food items in the CPI-—now priced
in the first week of each month—will be priced during
the entire month for the new series. This change will put
the food component on the same basis as other components
of the CPI

The collection of prices of other items will be spread
more evenly over the month and prices now obtained on a
quarterly cycle will be shifted to a bi-monthly cycle.

Consequently, the CPI will be more representative of the
month as a whole, and price changes will be reflected more
quickly.
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Materials about the revision, including more specific
information for parties using the CPI in escalator or other

Bureau of Labor Statistics

Washington, D.C. 20212

Phone: (202) 523-7827
(202) 523-8416

Region 1

1603 JFK Federal Bldg.
Government Center
Boston, Mass. 02203
Phone: (617) 223-6761

Region 11

Suite 3400

1515 Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10036
Phone: (212) 399-5405

Region 111

3535 Market Street

P.O. Box 13309
Philadelphia, Pa. 19101
Phone: (215) 596-1154

Region IV

1371 Peachtree Street, N.E.

Atlanta, Ga. 30309
Phone: (404) 881-4418

contractual agreements, are available upon request from

the following BLS National and Regional Offices:

Region V

9th Floor

Federal Office Building
230 S. Dearborn Street
Chicago, Ill. 60604
Phone: (312) 353-1880

Region VI

Second Floor

555 Griffin Square Building
Dallas, Tex. 75202

Phone: (214) 749-3516

Regions VII and VIII
911 Walnut Street
Kansas City, Mo. 64106
Phone: (816) 374-2481

Regions IX and X

450 Golden Gate Avenue
Box 36017

San Francisco, Calif. 94102
Phone: (415) 5564678
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Chart 2. Commodities less food index and its rate of change, 1967-77
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Chart 3. Total food index and its rate of change, 1967-77
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Chart 4. Services index and its rate of change, 1967-77
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Table 1. CPI—-U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

} Unadjusted 1 )
Relative . . Seasonally adjusted
importance Unadjusted indexes Noverfgze:tlc;‘?gg?;gm— percent change from—
Group or class
December! October | November|November | October August to | Septemper | October to
1976 1977 1977 1976 1977 September | to October | November
ANl Items ... 100, 000 184.5 185. 4 6.7 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.5
Allitems (1957-569=100) .. ....... ... ... ... .. - 214.6 215, 7 - - - - -
Commodities . .. .. ovi i 62.468 177.0 177. 9 6.1 .5 .2 .2 .5
FOOO © et et e 23,667 194, 4 195. 6 8.0 .6 .1 .1 .6
Foodathome ........vvinn . 18.456 191, 7 193, 0 7.9 .7 .1 .1 .7
Cereals and bakery products ... ....... 2.537 185. 6 187.1 4.0 .8 .9 -.2 .2
Meats, pouttry, and fish . ...... ... . ... 5, 700 180, 9 181.9 5.8 .6 .1 .4 1. 8
Dairy products. ... ...c.vouiiiii. ... 2. 841 176, 2 176.5 2.8 .2 -.4 -6 -6
Fruitsand vegetables . . ... ... .. .... 3,019 184. 0 188, 7 8.0 2.6 1.5 1.5 1.5
Other foodsathome ................ 4,360 230.5 230.1 16. 6 -2 -.9 -1.0 0
Food away fromhome ......... ... .... 5,210 204. 6 205, 4 8.1 .4 L2 L2 .3
Commodities lessfood. . ................... 38, 801 167. 4 168. 1 4,9 .4 .2 .3 .5
Nondurableslessfood .. ... ... ... ... ... 22.795 169.2 170.1 5,1 .5 .3 .5 .4
Apparel commodities . ................ 7. 811 154, 6 155, 9 3,9 .8 - 4 .2 .5
Men'sand boys .. ... o 2,467 156.2 158. 0 4,8 1.2 .3 -1 .8
Women'sandagirls’.................. 3.378 150.2 151. 4 2.8 .8 -1.4 .3 .3
FOOIWEAr . ......vuioniinnnan.nnn 1.383 159, 1 159. 9 4.0 .5 .2 .4 .3
Other apparel commodities ........... . 582 163, 7 164, 5 5,2 .5 .7 .6 .3
Nondurables less food and apparel ....... 14. 984 177.9 178, 6 5,7 .4 .7 .7 .4
Gasolineand motoroil. .. ............ 3,426 188, 5 188. 4 4.5 B | .6 1.4 .8
Tobacco products ...... oo 1. 873 171. 7 172. 8 6.2 .6 1.9 1.2 .3
Alcoholic beverages . ................ 2.217 152.3 153.2 3.1 .6 .5 .2 .7
Fuetoilandcoal. .. ......... ... .... 1,060 287.2 289,9 12.4 .9 .4 0 -.8
Other nondurables . . ................ 6.408 173.0 173.5 5.9 ) .5 .3 .3
Durable commodities. .. ............... 16. 006 165.0 165.5 4.7 .3 .2 0 .6
Household durables . ... ............. 4, 444 153, 2 153.7 4.0 .3 .3 .3 .3
New automobiles .. . ................ 1. 909 145. 7 148.2 6.1 1.7 .6 .6 1.5
Used automobiles. . ................. 2.323 178. ¢ 175. 0 2.2 -1.7 -2.5 -2,1 .1
Otherdurables. . ................... 7.329 175. 0 176, 1 7.1 .6 .9 .3 L6
SEIVICES .\t i et 37.532 198.5 199. 5 7.8 .5 .5 .4 4
Rent ... .. 4.525 156. 1 157, 0 6.4 .6 .6 .4 L7
Services lESSrent . ... o.ue i 33,007 206.2 207.2 8.0 .5 .5 .4 .3
Household services lessrent . ... ......... 16,208 219.2 220, 4 8.8 .5 .4 .3 .3
Transportation services. ... ............. 5.295 191, 3 162, 0 6.5 .4 .3 .1 .2
Medical care services .................. 5. 958 222.0 223.0 9.0 .5 .8 .7 .5
Otherservices. . .... ...oviii ... 5.547 174, 3 175.3 6.1 .6 .6 .5 .6
Special indexes:
Allitemslessfood . . ... ... ... ..., 76.333 181. 6 182.5 6.4 .5 .6 .4 *, 5
Nondurable commodities. . .. ................. 46,462 181, 4 182. 4 6.5 .6 .1 .2 *, 6
Apparel commodities less footwear . ............ 6.428 153, 7 155, 1 3.8 .9 -.5 .1 .5
Services less medical care services. . . ............ 31.575 194. 7 195, 7 7.6 .5 .7 .4 .5
tnsurance and finance .......... .. L L 9. 864 216.9 218. 4 8.8 .7 .3 -3 .4
Utilities and public transportation 5. 675 191, 4 191.7 8.3 .2 .3 .6 .1
Housekeeping and home maintenance service . .. .. 4. 830 229.7 230.7 6.8 .4 .6 .5 *, 4
Appliances (includingradioand TV} ... ......... 1. 395 127.0 127.1 1.8 .1 .3 0 -1
Expenditure classes
AN IS, © o o e e, 100. 000 184,5 185, 4 6.7 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.5
Food .. ... 23,667 194, 4 195. 6 8.0 .6 .1 .1 .6
HOUSING « v v v v e et e e e e ee et 34.202 193, 6 194, 6 7.7 .5 .7 .5 % 5
Shelter' e 21.256 195, 6 196. 9 8.1 .7 .8 .5 *, 7
RENT oo et e e e 4,525 156, 1 157, 0 6.4 .6 .6 .4 .7
Homeownership? .. ... ...covieve.n .. 16. 328 210.0 211.5 8.6 .7 .8 .4 7
Fuet and utilities®. . ........ . ... uin 5.414 206, 8 207, 4 10.2 .3 .5 .7 -1
Gas and electricity ... ...... .. ... ... 2,913 219, 3 219, 5 11.9 .1 .4 .9 -4
Household furnishings and operation. . ... ... 7.532 179.5 180. 1 4,9 .3 .1 .3 .3
Apparel and upkeep. . ... ... o 9,194 157.2 158, 5 4,3 .8 0 .1 .4
Transportation. ... .....cvueiennenenannn 13. 548 178. 6 178, 7 4,3 .1 .1 .1 .2
Private . . ... . ... 12.227 177.9 178. 0 4.3 .1 .2 .1 .2
Public........ ... . i 1,321 184, 4 184. 7 4,0 .2 -. 4 .1 .3
Health and recreation. . ........ ... ... ... ... 19,013 177.1 177.9 6.3 .5 .8 .6 5
Medicalcare....... ... ..., 6. 734 207.2 208, 1 8.8 .4 .7 .4 4
Personalcare .........oooviiiiii, 2,554 173.9 175.5 6.5 .9 .4 .6 9
Reading and recreation .................. 5.143 160, 6 160. 9 4.4 .2 .6 .5 .2
Other goods and services .. ............... 4,582 161.5 162. 4 4,6 .6 1.2 .6 .4
Special indexes:
All iterns lessshelter. .. ... ... ... ot 78. 744 181. 7 182. 5 6.4 .4 .2 .3 w4
All items less medicalcare . ........... ... ... 93, 266 183.1 184, 1 6.6 .5 .3 .3 #, 5
All items less mortgage interest costs . .. .. ....... 95, 840 182.1 183.0 6. 6 .5 .3 .3 5
CPl—domestically produced farm foods® . ..... ... 15, 827 179: 2 180.9 4,5 .9 -6 -3 # 9
CPi—selected beefcuts®. ... ......... ... ..., 1. 806 164, 5 166. 8 3.9 1.4 .4 1.9 2.7
All items less food and energy®. . .. ............. 68. 934 179, 0 179, 9 6.1 .5 .3 .3 L4
Purchasing power of consumer dollar:
1967=81.00. . . .. . . .. - 54.2 53.9 -6.3 L) - - -
1957-59=$1.00. . . ... ...ttt - 46.6 46,4 - - - - -
! Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. s Calculated from the CPl beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and
* Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance beef liver.
and repairs. L . ¢ Energy includes gasoline, motor oil, fuel oil, coal, gas, and electricity.
Also includes residential telephone, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage services not * Not seasonally adjusted.

shown separately.
4 Calculated from the CP! food at home component by excluding fish, nonalcoholic

bev_e;‘aq\gs, bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup, and about haif of the index NOTE: Index applies to month as a whole; not any specific date.
weight for sugar.
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Table 2. CPl—seasonally adjusted U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class
{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Seasonally adjusted indexes Seaso":gr’;::t“;t::;nfn;al rate
Group and class 3 months ending in 6 months ending in
August September! October [November
1977 1977 ‘ 1977 1977 February! May August November| May [November
| 1977 l 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977
i
Commodity and service groups
Allitems ... .. ... e - - - - 9.1 8.4 5,2 4.4 8,7 4,8
Commodities . ..o 176, 0 176.3 176. 7 177. 6 2.9 7.4 3.5 3.7 8.7 3.6
Food ........ ... . i 194.5 194. 7 194.9 196. 1 12.4 11,8 4.4 3.3 12,1 3.9
Foodathome ................... 192.3 192.4 1 192.5 193.9 13.6 11.9 3.4 3.4 12.7 3.4
Cereals and bakery products . . ... . 185.5 187.1 | 186.7 187. 1 -3.5 7.8 8.4 3.5 2.0 5.9
Meats, poultry, and fish. ... ...... 178,2 178.4 179.1 182.3 7.4 8.0 -1.3 9,5 7.7 4.0
Dairy products .. .............. 178, 7 177. 9 176.9 175.8 -6.2 10.9 14, 4 -6.3 2.0 3.5
Fruits and vegetables .. .......... 186.1 188.9 191. 7 194, 5 40,8 -9.8 ~10.4 19.3 12,7 3.4
Other foodsathome . ........... 233.9 231. 7 229.4 229.4 29.2 40,0 10. 8 -7.5 34,5 1.2
Food away fromhome. ............ 203.2 203, 7 204, 2 204, 8 9.8 11. 8 7.6 3.2 10, 8 5.4
Commodities less food . . . oo voseeensnnn. 165.8 166.2 166. 7 167.5 8.0 5.0 2.7 4,2 6.5 3.4
Nondurables less food ... ............ 167.5 168.0 | 168.8 169. 5 6.1 4.7 4.7 4.9 5.4 4.8
Apparel commodities . ... ... .... 153.1 152.5 | 152.8 153.5 6.1 1.9 6.5 1.0 4,0 3.8
Men'sand boys' ................ 154.9 155.3 | 155.1 156. 4 8.3 2.9 4.0 3.9 5.6 3.9
Women’s and girls’ . . 148. 8 146, 7 147. 1 147. 6 4,8 -3 10. 6 -3,2 2.2 3.5
FOOWEAr .. ..ovveeinnnnnn. 157. 6 157.9 158. 6 159.1 5,6 3.7 3.1 3.9 4,6 3.5
Other apparel commodities . ... ... 161. 6 162. 8 163, 7 164.2 6.0 4,6 3.8 6.6 5.3 5.2
Nondurables less food and apparel . .. 176.0 177.2 178, 4 179. 1 6.0 6.2 3.7 7.2 6.1 5.5
Gasoline and motor oil........... 186.1 187.2 189.8 191.3 1.1 7.6 -1.7 11. 7 4,3 4,8
Tobacco products . ............. 167.1 170.3 172, 4 173.0 7.1 2.2 1.4 14, 9 4.6 8.0
Alcoholic beverages ............ 150, 9 151, 7 152.0 153, 0 1.1 4.6 1,1 5.7 2.9 3.3
Fueloilandcoal ............... 289.6 290.9 291.0 288.7 25,5 17.0 9.8 -1.2 21.2 4,1
Other nondurables . ............. 171. 4 172.2 172, 8 173.3 6.8 5.1 7.3 4.5 6.0 5.9
Durable commodities ............. 163, 5 163. 8 163, 8 164, 8 10, 8 5.3 0 3.2 8.0 1.6
Household durables . . ........... 152, 1 152.5 152.9 153, 4 5.5 4.1 2.9 3.5 4,8 - 3.2
New automobiles. ... ........... 143.2 144, 0 144.8 147.0 4,4 4,6 4,3 11,0 4.5 7.6
Used automobiles ............. 178.9 174.5 170, 8 170. 9 44,3 2.1 -25.6 -16. 7 21.4 -21.3
Other durables’. . ............... 172.9 174.4 | 175.0 176.1 6.7 7.1 6.7 7.6 6.9 7.2
Services ... i 196, 7 197. 7 198, 4 199.2 8.0 2,2 8.8% 5.2 8.6 7.0
ReNt .. it e r154. 6 155.5 156. 1 157.2 6.4 6.3 6.5 6.9 6.3 6.7
Serviceslessrent . ................. 204, 2 205.3 206, 1 206, 8 8.6 9.3 9.1 5,2 9.0 7.1
Household services lessrent .. ....... £217.3 21 8.1 218.8 219, 5 9.4 10.5 11,2 4.1 9.9 7.6
Transportation services . ........... 191, 0 191. 6 191. 7 192, 0 5.9 10,9 7.4 2.1 8.4 4,7
Medical care services .............. 218.9 220. 7 222.2 223, 4 9.1 11,1 7.5 8.5 10,1 8.0
Other services . .................. 172.3 173.3 174.1 175.1 6,2 5.6 6.0 6.7 5.9 6.3
Special indexes: , r
Allitemslessfood . ..................... 179. 8 180. 9 181. 6 182.5 5.7 7.8 5.8 6.1 6.8 6.0
Nondurable commodities’. . . .............. 180. 8 181.0 181, 4 182, 4 8.9 7.8 5.7 3.6 8.3 4.7
Apparef commodities less footwear . ... .. ... rISZ. 2 151.5 151, 6 152, 4 6.1 1.6 7.1 .5 3.9 3.8
Services less medical care services® ... ...... £192.5 £193.9 194. 7 195, 7 7.7 7.3 8.5 6.8 7.5 7.7
Insurance and finance ................... 216.0 216. 6 216.0 216. 9 8.1 15,2 11,1 1.7 11. 6 6.3
Utilities and public transportation ... ....... 190.3 190, 8 192. 0 192.1 9.1 9.6 10. 8 3.8 9.3 7.2
Housekeeping and home maintenance service! . 227.2 228.5 | 229.7 230, 7 5.1 7.3 8.3 6.3 6.2 7.3
Appliances (including radioand TV} ....... 126. 3 126. 7 126.7 126. 6 2,6 2.9 1.3 1,0 2.8 1.1
Expenditure classes
AlLIBMS © i e e - - - - 9.1 8.4 5.2 4.4 8.7 4,8
Food .... 194.5 194. 7 194.9 196.1 12, 4 11. 8 4.4 3.3 12,1 3.9
Housing® 191. 4 192. 7 193. 6 194. 6 8.2 7.4 8.4 6.9 7.8 7.6
Shelter* 2 193.2 194, 7 195, 6 196.9 7.2 8.0 9.4 7.9 7.6 8.6
RENt oo 154. 6 155.5 | 156.1 157.2 6.4 6.3 6.5 6.9 6.3 6.7
Homeownership '3, .. ............. 207. 4 209.1 210. 0 211.5 7.0 8.8 10.5 8.1 7.8 9.3
Fuel and utilities® . . ................ 205.9 206. 9 208, 3 208.0 13,1 11.1 12. 8 4.1 12,1 8.4
Gasand electricity . . .............. 218, 7 219.5 221.5 220. 6 14. 8 12,5 17.4 3.5 13,6 10.2
Household furnishings and operation . . . . 178.3 178.5 | 179.1 179. 7 6.9 3.3 6.1 3.2 5.1 4,6
Apparel andupkeep. . ................. r155- 4 r155. 4 155, 6 156, 3 5.7 3.2 5.9 2.3 4,5 4,1
Transportation. . .................on. 177 6 L1777 177.9 178.3 9.4 8.0 -1.6 1. 6 8.7 0
Private . ... ... ., 176. 8 177.1 177.2 177. 6 10,7 6.6 -1.6 1.8 8.6 .1
Public . ......oinn i 184, 2 183.4 183, 5 184.0 4,1 10,7 2.0 -. 4 7.4 .8
Health and recreation! . ............... 174, 7 176.1 177.1 177.9 6.1 6.0 5.7 7.5 6.1 6.6
Medicalcare! .. ................ .... 204.9 206.3 207.2 208, 1 9.7 10.0 9.1 6.4 9.8 7.7
Personalcare!. . .................... 172.1 172. 8 173.9 175.5 4.7 6.9 6.3 8.1 5.8 7.2
Reading and recreation .............. 158. 6 159.5 160.3 160, 7 4,5 2.3 5.2 5.4 3.4 5.3
Other goods and services ............. 158.9 160, 8 161.7 162.4 4.2 3.4 1.8 9.1 3,8 5.4
Special indexes:
Allitems lessshelter! . ... ... .. ... ... ..., 180. 8 181.2 181.7 182.5 8,2 8.0 5.5 3.8 8.1 4,6
Ali items less medicalcare’ ............... 182.0 182. 6 183.1 184,1 7.9 8.0 5.9 4.7 7.9 5.3
All items less mortgage interest costs', ., ..... 181.0 181. 6 182.1 183.0 8.2 8.0 5.7 4,5 8.1 5.1
All items less food and energy®. . ........... r177.3 177.9 178.5 179.2 7.5 6.9 5.6 4.4 7.2 5.0
CPl—domesticalty produced farm foods ' ®, . . 180. 8 179.7 179.2 180, 9 13.3 -1,3 6.4 .2 5.7 3.3
CPl—selected beefcuts”? ... ............. 159, 4 166.1 163, 2 167.6 10,3 -.2 -13,1 22,2 4.9 3.1
! Not seasonally adjusted. i
: Pritiooe des%\oté I-and motel rates not shown separately. . mg;atgfg,r guag:rl?as, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup, and about haif of the index
and n'engli‘:ges home purchese, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance " Calculated from the CP} beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and
sh‘ Pﬁso inclu'des residential telephone, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage service not ;b:ﬁ:vlils‘gjr:
own separately.
5 Energy includes gasoline, motor oil, fuel oil, coal, gas, and electricity. . i ifi
s Calct?l\.{ated from %ﬁe CP1 food at home componentgby excluding fish\t nonalcoholic NOTE: Index applies to month 2t a whole, not to any specific date.
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Table 3.

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100}

CPi—food items, U.S. city average

Index

Percent change to November 1977

from-—
Item and group November 1977 November 1974 October 1977
Unadjusted S::;S;:Zy Unadjusted { Unadjusted s::isl?;z:y
FOOO Lottt e e e e 195, 6 196, 1 8.0 0,6 0,6
Food away from home. .. ..ot it 205, 4 204, 8 8.1 .4 .3
ReStaurant Meals . .. .....o.vvor et aeaeeen e 202.2 0] 7.0 .4 M
BNACKS . o vt s 221, 1 220, 7 13,1 .3 .4
FOOd at hOmE ..o v ittt iie e innne e iiaes 193.0 193, 9 7.9 .7 .7
Cereals and bakery products . ............cviirariernaanen 187.1 187.1 4,0 .8 .2
LT+ 135, 8 135, 5 -9, 6 -1.2 2.5
Crackermeal ... ... ... i 234, 9 237.0 5.8 .2 .6
Cornflakes . ... ... ... it i 184, 0 183.3 11,5 -1 -1.2
21> 186. 3 185. 4 -2.6 .8 -.3
Bread, white. . . ... .ottt i 162.3 161. 8 -.1 -. 4 -7
Bread, whole wheat . . ..........iiiiinriine iy 185, 3 183, 8 2.8 1.0 .1
{02070 2T PN 233, 8 236. 9 24.5 5.5 6.4
Layercake .. .. ...viie i e i e 200, 9 200.3 7.9 3.3 1.9
Cinnamon rolls . ...t e i 193, 7 192. 0 -2.5 -1. 6 -2.9
Meats, poultry, and fish .............. .. ... ..ol 181.9 182.3 5.8 .6 1.8
LRI 177.5 176. 1 4.6 .7 1.8
Beefandveal ....... ... . il 166, 0 167.0 4,1 1,4 2.7
Steak, round ... ..t a e 165, 4 166, 1 5.3 1.2 1.4
Steak, sirloin .. ... e e 168. 2 169. 7 7.8 2.0 4,2
Steak, porterhouse. ... ... ii i 185, 9 186. 6 8.0 2.1 4,3
RUMP FOBSE « v vt ve v s iae s ncannseaacareansns 158, 6 159, 4 3.3 2,0 2.8
Ribroast .......c.iiiiii it 197. 8 199.2 8.7 1.9 4.1
Chuck roast .. oo i ittt iii e inasaaa s asaases 167.1 166, 6 2.8 2.6 3.4
Hamburger. .. ... ... oot 156, 8 157, 1 -.5 .4 1.7
BEOF HVEF . . v v ev e e e e 123. 6 M 1.4 .2 Q)
Veal CULIBES .o vt et iiiiaacananaaaanas 196, 6 196. 8 7.8 2.4 2.5
[0 S 193, 8 188, 2 6.3 -2 .1
CROPS. « ettt et it i e 183.3 180.1 8.8 .4 1.9
LOINFO@SE & oo oot ittt ie et aaanns 194, 2 190, 6 8.1 .1 2.1
SAUSAGE « ot i ettt it 226.7 221.0 6.2 1.3 2.9
Ham,whole . .. ... iee e 199. 4 196. 1 8.8 3.5 2.4
PICICS - vttt i it e i e 174, 4 167. 7 3.4 .7 -2
Bacon ... .. i 194, 8 186. 8 2.7 -4,1 -1, 6
Other meats . .. ..ov vt e ivaa e iniar i anaens 180, 0 178, 0 3.2 .6 .6
Lambehops . ...cove i i i 199.5 201, 1 8,8 1. 6 1. 8
FrankfUrters o i e e s 164, 4 162, 5 2.6 .4 1.4
Ham,canned .. ... .. ..o uriririrnnecnnanannnns 199, 8 194, 9 -.5 .9 -7
Bolognasausage ...........oiiiiiiiarena e 176, 7 174, 4 3.0 .2 .2
Salamisausane ... ... it i e e 171.5 169, 0 2.8 .5 .6
LIVEIWUSIT . oot i e i e 166, 8 165, 8 2.0 1 .9
POURIY ot e e e 157. 4 155, 8 8.9 7 L2
Fryingchicken. . ... .. . it 157. 7 156. 9 9.7 _1.0 L1
Chinken breasts .. .......vevnineniirnrenannneaaanns 166.5 166. 5 7.0 _1L1 1
TUPKEY . v vt e et e e e i 147.5 141. 1 7.3 1.6 .6
Fish oo e e e s 262. 4 261.9 11,4 .8 .4
Shrimp, frozen. . ... ... i i e 252.3 (H 9.1 1.0 )
Fish, freshorfrozen. .. ... ... . v, 298. 6 &) 13,2 1.5 &)
Tunmafish,canned. . ....... .. i 222.7 223.4 15.1 .3 -7
Sardines,canned .. ... .. 275. 7 273. 8 9,1 .4 o1
Dairy products. . ... vu ittt e 176.5 175. 8 2.8 .2 -6
Milk, fresh, grocery . ... ... i e 163, 8 163.5 7 .2 -7
Milk, fresh, skim. .. ... i i i i i 182. 6 182. 6 1.6 -1 -7
Milk, evaporated. .. ... ovi i e 223.0 ®) 6.9 .2 &)
T30t =Y L 1 S 170.5 170, 8 6.1 .5 -5
Cheese, AMEriCaN PIOCESS . .ot r s nrnensnannn 208.3 207.5 3.8 .4 -1.2
BULIBr oottt i e et e 166. 9 162. 4 6. 6 .7 .5
Fruitsandvegetables .......... ... . il | 188, 7 194, 5 8.0 2.6 1.5
Fresh fruitsandvegetables. . . .......... .. ... oo 185.0 195. 4 8.4 3.6 2.2
Freshfruits .. ... .. i it 186, 7 195. 7 11.9 2.0 6.3
Y o) o = 164, 0 182. 6 3,7 1.7 2.6
Bananas . . ..ottt 167. 8 176. 1 12. 8 2.6 8.0
OraNgeS . ..ttt it e e s 208, 6 197.0 23.9 5.0 6.5
Orange juice, fresh ... ... ... o i il 186. 3 M 18,7 1.1 M
Grapefruit ... ... . 167. 3 183, 2 5.5 216, 7 5,0
Srape;..‘ ....................................... 24924 25958 11.7 3,7 o
trawWberTies. . . ..ot e e 2 2 2
Watermelon ........ .. i e gz)) EZ)) 52; Ez; gz;
Freshvegetables. . ............ ...t 183.9 194,'8 5.8 4.9 .6
POLatoes. .. ...ouiht 179. 6 202, 3 9.1 2.0 1.2
ONiONS . . L e e 159, 7 179. 0 7.3 2.7 2.1
ASPAFAGUS. « o o v v et it st a e e (2) (z) (z) (2) (z)
Cabbage .. ......ouiiiiiii i 203, 7 215.°6 43,3 30,5 26.9
[ 0 o - 182. 4 188, 6 2.7 5.1 6.4
Celery L i et 193, 7 186.1 12. 4 6.1 2.1
Cucumbers. .. ... e e 169. 1 215, 1 23.4 29.7 37.1
= o 179, 2 (l) -16.2 7.6 (1)
Peppers, green ...t 158, 2 168.1 .8 14. 4 6.4
SPINBCH ... 232.9 236.2 16. 6 3,1 4.5
TOmMatoes. . .ot e i ey 179. 5 188, 2 2.6 6.0 -9, 1
See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 3. CPl—food items, U.S. city average—Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100}

Percent change to November 1977

Index from——
Item and group November 1977 November 1976 October 1977
. Seasonally . o y " Seasonally
Unadjusted adjusted Unadj Unadj adjusted
Food—Continued
Food at home-—Continued
Fruits and vegetables—Continued
Processed fruits and vegetables . ........vhbiiiiiiiii.s 194, 2 193, 6 7.2 1.1 0.2
Fruit cocktail, CANNed . .. ... c.vvvrrrennerneeeieennnnn 186. 3 184. 8 4.5 0 0
PErs, CANNEG . . . v ot eeneena e nees e s eneesnenssness 160. 0 158. 1 2.4 .3 -3
Pineapple-grapefruit drink, canned. . . .........ou e 188, 5 187.6 7.1 .6 1.2
Orange juice concentrate, frozen ......... .. ... .o 214, 1 - 42,0 2,1 -
Lemonade concentrate, frozen ........... ..o 187.9 187.3 2.2 .1 -.6
Beets, CaNNEBO . . o .o viv e s e ettty 205. 4 - 8.2 .8 -
Peas, green canned . . . ... ..o e 158, 4 157, 0 1.7 .5 -.2
Tomatoes, canned . .. ....oveevr v ennarer e 198.9 - 10.3 .1 -
Dried beans .. ......cooviiiinerinnerrrrnnireiieas 250.0 249.3 -1.6 4.7 1.2
Broccoli, frozen . ..o v v ine it 196, 6 - 22.1 .5 -
Other food athOme .. . ..ottt it ie e ea i nans 230.1 229.4 16,6 -2 0
2T L T 157.9 156, 2 -11,6 2.2 2.6
Fatsand oils. . .. ... ... it i i 197.2 193,0 12.2 -.3 -1.3
Margaring. .. ..o oot iiiinatrres e 214.3 207.5 13.4 .1 -1.0
Salad dressing, ltalian. . ........oiiiiiiiiiiiia e 168. 8 168. 6 8.0 0 -.8
Salad or cooking ol .. ... v it e 208.9 203. 6 14,3 -.8 -1.7
SUGAr aNd SWEETS . .ot i vttt e e 236.3 235, 1 11.3 .7 -.3
SUGAI < 4ttt i 177, 0 171.3 -2.9 -.3 -3.3
Grape JIY . v v et e e v et e 218.2 &) -2 .4 &)
Chocolate bar . ... ....vur i 300.8 (" 31. 4 2.2 ()]
Syrup, chocolate flavored ... .......... ... . oo 241.4 240.9 12,2 -2 -1.7
Nonalcoholic beverages . ........c.oeiiivinnrerineraanns 337.4 8] 41,9 -1.7 &)
(oS 464. 4 ) 60.2 -3.1 h
COFfEE, INSTANT . . .ttt e et e e e et v aeeaeeeeeeennnes 384.2 Q)] 52.1 -2 &)
T NN 199. 7 B)] 28.8 1.8 &)
Carbonated drink, colaflavored . . . ...........covvnn.n 208.2 &) 6.5 .4 (1)
Carbonated drink, fruit flavored. . ...................... 207.7 Q) 3.5 -1 )
Prepared and partially prepared foods ..................... 179.9 179.7 4,4 1.0 .6
Bean soup, cammed . . ..o v it i i i 207.9 209, 2 -6 . b 0
Chicken SOUP, CANNEA « « .« v v e enenneeneennaenss, 153.9 Q) 8.3 .5 H
Spaghetti, CanNed .. .......eriiiiiii 176.9 176.4 6.8 1.1 1.0
Mashed potatoes, instant . . .......vvu it inrineennnnaas 162.0 161, 5 1.7 .3 .1
Potatoes, french fried, frozen ................. .. .. ..., 192.5 190, 2 5.4 2.3 1.9
Baby fOOS .. ...it i 191, 0 (M 10.7 .5 "
Sweet picklerelish.........oover i iiiinanns 191, 4 191, 0 3.0 1.7 .7
Pretzels ... .. e i 163, 9 164. 9 2.1 7 1,0

1 Not available.
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Table 4. CPI—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average

{Consumer price index for urban wage sarners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to

Indexes
Other November 1977 from—
Item and group index ]
base October l November November October
1977 L 1977 1976 1977
E
HOUSING . . oot e e e e 193. 6 : 194, 6 7.7 0.5
Shelter ' ..o\ 195. 6 bo196.9 8. 1 7
Rent, residential .. . ... L. 156. 1 157.0 6.4 .6
Homeownership 2 210.0 211.5 8.6 .7
Mortgage interestrates. ... ... . ... e 140, 2 140.2 .7 0
Property taxes . . .. ittt e 184, 2 185.9 9.5 .9
Property insurance premium .. ........... 157.3 157. 9 6.1 .4
Maintenance and repairs . ............ ... 219. 6 220.4 7.5 .4
Maintenance and repair commodities * 182.5 183.1 7.1 .3
Exterior house paint ............c..... 170.0 171.9 3.3 1.1
Interior house paint .. ........o it 161.5 160. 8 4,0 .4
Maintenance and repair SerVICES . . . .« v vt evvaneueaunn s 235,17 236. 6 7.5 .4
Repainting living and dining
FOOMS. « v e e e et ettt et e 247.3 247. 8 6.4 .2
Reshingling house roof . ... 259, 8 261.5 9.0 .7
Residinghouse. . ......... 223.9 224.8 8.1 .4
Replacing sink . . . 227.3 228, 0 5.9 .3
Repairing furnace. 230. 8 231.3 8.0 .2
Fuel and utilities . 206. 8 207.4 10.2 .3
Fuel oil and coal .. 287.2 289,9 12,4 .9
Fuel 0il, No. 2 .. 283.6 286. 6 12.5 1.1
Gas and electricity . 219.3 | 219.5 11.9 .1
Gas......uieunnans 246, 4 250.0 17.3 1.5
EHECTIICIY & v v e et e o e ime e inna et aaaas 194, 1 191.1 6.0 -1, 5
Other utilities:
Residential telephone Services . . .....ovevvevrennaeneneaas 131.9 132.0 .4 .1
Residential water and sewerage
SBIVICES. « e v e v e e e et aaa e e 218.4 219.9 12.3 LT
Household furnishings and operation * 179. 5 180.1 4.9 .3
Housefurnishings .. ... vvviienaenn 158. 4 158. 7 3.8 .2
Textiles c oot 158.5 158, 5 4.1 0
Sheets, full, flat . . ........... .. ..., 154. 9 151. 9 -3.5 -1.9
Curtains, tailored . ... ..ottt e 145, 4 145.7 -7 .2
BedSpreads. .. ..veveeare e 167.9 168. 6 9.6 .4
Drapery fabries .......... . o i 200.0 200.5 10.1 .3
Piflows, bed ... ... 136.3 138. 4 3.4 1.5
Slipcovers and throws, ready-made 145.2 144.9 4.2 -.2
Furnitureand bedding . ... ... vv i i e 159, 5 160. 2 3.8 .4
Bedroom furniture, chest and
e 1 Mar. 70 141. 7 142. 8 4.7 .8
Sofas, upholstered 145, 6 145.7 2.2 .1
Cocktailtables. ........ .o, Dec. 71 128. 9 129. 8 -3.1 .7
Dining room chairs. . .o oot v e Mar. 70 148, 3 148. 4 5.8 .1
Recliners, uphoistered . . Dec. 71 114.2 114.7 1.3 4
Sofas, dual parpose . ........ ... 143. 4 142. % 2.7 -. 4
Bedding, mattiress and box springs . . June 70 139, 3 139,9 2.3 .4
Aluminum folding chairs . ........ 5 % *) *
Cribs «vvvneninninnn 166. 9 168. 0 6.7 .7
Floor coverings ........ 141, 5 142.3 3.3 .6
Broadloom carpeting 127.5 128.3 2,4 .6
Vinyl sheet goods. . . .. 174, 4 175.3 5.2 .5
Vinyl floor tile .. 173. 6 174, 4 4,2 .5
Appliances (excludingradioand TV).......coiivaeeo s 142.0 142.1 3.2 !
Washing machines, electric . 147.5 147.5 3.0 0
Vacuumeleaners ... .. ..... vt 124.8 125.1 1.1 .2
Refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers,
P [0es 1 OO PO 141.5 142.2 3.9 .5
Ranges, free standing, gas or
electric. ....... . ool 145, 2 145, 2 3.4 0
Clothes dryers, electric. . ............n 157, 7 157, 6 3,6 -1
Air conditioners, demountable . %) ) &) (%
Room heaters, electric, portable . ......... ... ... . 135. 8 136.1 1.9 L2
Garbage disposal UNits .. ... . vt e i 141.2 140. 6 3.4 -4
Other housefurnishings:
Dinnerware, finechina......... ... v 207.3 207.4 8.1 4
Flatware, stainfesssteel ................. 186. 5 186. 8 2.7 .2
Table lamps, withshade. . ............... 153, 8 154, 2 4.8 )
Lawn mowers, power, rotary type 167. 8 169, 5 (%) 1.0
Electric drills, hand-held ... ........ ... .. ..oy 130. 7 131. 0 1.6 .2
Housekeeping supplies:
Laundry soapsand detergents . .. ... ... oot 188.9 188. 6 6.0 -2
Paper NAPKINS. ..ot e 245.5 248.0 10. 4 1.0
TOHEt BISSUR « o v v i et i e 268. 8 270.5 8.8 .6
Housekeeping services:
Domestic services, general
ROUSBWOTK .+« v s e et e e e e e e et e e 223.8 224.3 4.5 ! 22
Baby sitter services 229. 6 230.5 4.3 i 4
Postalcharges. . ................ 225.6 225.6 0 ! b
taundry, flatwork, finished service . ........ ....... 227.0 229.1 9.5 9
Licensed day care services, preschoot
CRIld o e 177.7 178. 4 7.5 4
Washing machine repairs 212.0 213.5 4.2 7
i S
See foonotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S.

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

sity average— Continued

|

Percent change to

indexes
Other November 1977 from—
Item and group index
base October November November October *
1977 1977 1976 1977
Apparel and UPKEEP 7. ...t e 157.2 158.5 4.3 0.8
Apparel COMMOMILIES. .« .. vvvve v 154, 6 155, 9 3.9 .8
Apparel commodities less footwear ... ..o oL 153.7 155,11 3.8 .9
MEN’s and BOYS . v vttt et en e e 156, 2 158. 0 4,8 1.2
Men's:
Topcoats and all-weathercoats ....................... 156. 8 158, 6 3.0 1.1
Suits, year round weight . .....ie i 140. 4 141, 7 2.3 .9
Sportjackets .. ..o June 74 96. 6 97.2 2.1 .6
Jackets, lightweight .. ..... ... ..o, 147. 8 148, 7 4.4 .6
Slacks, heavyweight . .. ... oo 120. 8 121.3 1. 4 .4
Slacks, tightweight . . ... oo ev i i 152.4 153. 4 1.9 .7
Trousers, WOrK . . oo v v i i e 177. 4 179.1 8.5 1.0
SHIFES, WOTK . .\ oo e et e e 174.1 176.9 9.1 1.6
Shirts, business or dress ..« ..o 146. 8 148, 9 7.6 1.4
I 11 - 180. 8 181.3 12.0 .3
SOCKS . 4o ittt 140, 6 140. 9 2.5 .2
Handkerchiefs . ....... oo 175. 5 176. 2 6.5 .4
Boys”:
Coats, heavyweight .. ... ... ... i, 128, 1 133.5 5.5 4.2
Sport coats, wool or wool blends . .............. ... .. 131, 8 133, 8 3.7 1.5
DUNGArEES . .ottt e e 206, 5 210, 7 7.1 2,0
UNAEIShOTES . . o oottt e i e 173.6 173.9 9.9 .2
Women'sand girls’ . ... .ot e 150. 2 151. 4 2.8 .8
Women’s:
Coats, heavyweight ... ... ..ceriiiiiiariinaanunns 166. 8 168, 4 1.5 1.0
Carcoats, heavyweight .. ... ... oot 170.8 172.1 1.4 .8
SWEATEIS . . v it et et 157.3 161.0 11.1 2.4
Skirts, winterweight . ... ... o s 162. 6 171, 6 3.9 5.5
Skirts, summer weight 148. 7 151, 1 4.4 1,6
BlOUSES. « . vt v vt e ettt e e 150. 5 150, 4 1.3 -1
Dresses, street, year round weight 156. 1 158. 1 3.0 1.3
SIS . ot e e 137.0 137.2 5.2 .1
PaNtiEs . . .o et 162. 3 163.1 5.8 .5
L YT 1 P 138. 8 139. 7 2.4 .6
Brassieres .. .o vvee e v e 158. 0 158. 8 3.4 .5
Hose or panty hose, nylon .. ...... ... ..o it 92. 4 93.1 -1 .8
Anklets or knee-lengthsocks .. ........ .o, 140, 8 143. 6 4.0 2.0
Gloves, fabric. ... ..o it i 127.2 129.0 -.3 1. 4
Handbags . . .o oo v et 171, 7 173, 6 -.9 1.1
Girls”:
RAINCOAES . . v vt v s ieiee i ii e e 126.2 121.1 14,5 -4, 0
Skirts, falland winter. ... ... .o i 160, 7 160.9 -1.4 .1
DB . v v vttt st e e e 141.0 139, 8 -.3 -9
Slacks, falland winter. .. . ... ... i 183, 2 185, 3 6.3 1.1
F3 1T 3 T I 144, 7 144, 6 3.4 -1
Handbags . .. ... .o i e s 153. 5 154, 1 5,8 .4
QOther apparel commodities ...........coeiiiiii i, 163. 7 164.5 5.2 .5
DIAPEIS . .t v e i e e e 215. 6 216.4 8.9 .4
Yard GOOUS. « v v v e e s 174, 5 174.9 5.5 L2
Wrist watches, men'sand women's . ......... .. .o i 142, 8 143. 7 1.3 )
FOOTWEAT . o v v s e e oe et e e et m st 159, 1 159. 9 4.0 .5
Men's: .
SHOES, ST, . . ittt veie e et 166. 8 168. 6 4.9 1.1
Shoes, Work, high. . . . oouv e i 186.0 187, 3 6.3
Women'’s:
ShoEs, STTEET, PUMP oot te e it et as e ee i aamean s 149. 5 150.9 2.1 .9
Shoes, eVening, PUMP . .o ee i tiiiiennnenas e enns 142, 4 142.9 3.6 .4
ShoeS, CASUAL .. v oottt e 160, 1 160.3 3.0 .1
Houseslippers, scuff ... ... ... 155,3 156.0 4.3 .5
Children's:
Shoes, OXTord. . .. ov i e 161.3 161.3 4.8 0
Sneakers, boys’, OXfOrd tyPe . ..\ v v i e 158. 1 158. 5 5.4 .3
Dress Shoes, girls’ .. ..ottt 167.2 166, 6 2.9 -.4
Apparel services:
DIYCleaning o v oottt e 173.3 174, 9 6.4 .9
Automatic laundry service . .. ... ... ... B 162. 6 164. 1 11. 6 .9
Laundry, men’sshirts. . ... ..o it e 180. 7 183.0 8.1 1.3
Tailoringcharges . . ..o.ovieeeennn.n. e 177.1 178.1 7.6 .6
SOB TEPAITS . L oottt r e ias et e 166, 0 167.0 8.0 .6
TranspoTtation . ... ... v vt e e 178. 6 178. 7 4,3 .1
Private & e e 177.9 178. 0 4,3 .1
AUTOMOBINES, MBW . o ottt et e e e 145.7 148.2 6.1 1.7
AUtomobiles, USed . .. ..ot 178.0 175, 0 ~2.2 ~-1.7
Gasoline, regular, premium, and unleaded .. ... ... oL 190.0 189.8 4.5 -1
MOTOT Ol . oottt e e e et e 168, 7 169.5 4.8 .5
TIES e oottt e e e 138.3 138. 6 -. 6 .2
Auto repairs (mechanical) and maintenance ° 207.6 208. 6 7.6 .5
AULO INSUFANCE PrEMIUMS . . o\ esveesenn e venen 214,5 214. 6 7.8 0
AUTO registration fBES ... ..\ ve v et i 142.2 142, 2 7.1 Y
Parking fees, private and municipal ... ... ... oo ; 197.1 198. 6 4,5 .8
See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CP!1—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average— Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100}

Percent change to

Indexes
Other November 1977 from—
Hem and group index
base October November November October
1977 1977 1976 1977
Transportation—Continued
PUBLIC + vt vves s tsneenas e iansaaaeeenrsarinaaornssnensos 184, 4 184, 7 4,0 0.2
Local transit fares. . ... cov v i iii it i i s 179.1 179.5 2.1 .2
Taxicab fares . . .. vv vt e e 194, 8 195, 3 7.6 .3
Railroad fares, €08Ch . .. .. v it ii i iin i ar i 186. 1 186. 4 10,1 .2
Airplane fares, chieflycoach .......... ..o oo 184, 3 184, 3 3.7 0
Bus fares, intercity. .. .o i sirivniorareicornaronanres 232, 2 232.2 14,0 0
Healthand recreation. . ... .....coiviiniveeaannnrin sy 177. 1 177. 9 6.3 .5
Medicalcare '@ .. i iviursiariraarr s aiascieaaran 207.2 208. 1 8.8 L4
Drugs and prescriptions ... ... v vrrsen it 136, 7 137.3 6.8 .4

QOver-the-counteritems . .........corsues e 152, 1 151. 6 6.7 .3
Multiple vitamin cONCentrates .. ..... .. ovrevreancaass 109, 1 110. 4 3,3 1.2
ASDIrin COMPOUNGS . ..o o cvruenrrsr e iraniinionaenas 151, 1 152.9 8.4 1.2
Liquid tonics . .o veve e en e e 122. 1 122.1 .3 0
Adhesive bandages, packages . .. ... i iiiiiiiiie 217.0 215.4 12. 8 7
Cold tablets Or capsules . ... ..o vin o enerrenes s 137. 8 138. 4 3.6 .4
COUGN SYPUD. « oo v vt v e e vien e ian s aovnaaaas 158, 0 158, 7 6.2 .4

Prescriptions .. .vvvs it iinaveainernssnacer e 124, 6 125.3 7.0 .6
ANti-infeCtives . ..o ov it in it e 75. 6 75. 8 3,0 .3
Sedative and hypnotics. . ... v viiieiiinaniiaiarienes 177. 2 178. 1 6.3 .5
ALAraCtiCs. . v oy vve s it i 117, 7 117.8 1.5 .1
AntispasmodiCs .. ... ii it i e 156, 0 158.2 12. 8 1.4
Coughpreparations .. .........cccieiiieiieiiriiranns 205, 2 205.3 10.7 0
Cardiovascutars and antihypertensives .. .............c00n 126, 9 217.3 4.3 .3
Analgesics, internal . ....... ..o iiie i ian i 126, 6 126. 6 4,8 0
HOTMONES .+ o\ vitere s e iaennnnnaennnerannananen 126, 0 127,2 13.5 1.0

Professional services:

Physicians’ f88S. . .. v v vii it 210, 7 211.9 8.7 .6
General physician, office visits. .. ........coiiiiiins 216, 8 218, 0 8.4 .6
Generat physician, house visits. . .. ... oevvi it 209.0 209, 7 7.3 .3
Obstetrical Ca58S. « oot vevier ittt e 212.3 215,11 8.3 1.3
Pediatric care, office visits . . ......ov i, 219.0 220, 1 10, 9 .5
Psychiatrist, office visits. . .. ...... .. oo 175. 8 176. 6 6.1 .5
Herniorrhapy, adult . .. ... . o it 187.7 188.5 7.2 .4
Tonsiliectomy and adenoidectomy ............c.ccaiinas 206, 6 208, 2 13.0 .8

DENtists’ fEES » v\ vt ittt e i i 189, 6 190, 4 7.8 .4
Fillings, adult, amalgam, one surface ...............o.un 196. 1 197.2 8.5 .6
Extractions, adult ........ccciiiiriiriiienianaiaas 191, 6 191.9 8.5 .2
Dentures, fullupper. ..., .o in i 174, 4 174, 7 5.4 .2

Other professional services:

Examination, prescription, and dispensing
OF @YegIasses. . . . .. oviiia s 171. 4 172, 0 6.3 .4
Routine 1aboratory tests .. ........cveuenrennnneivansn 172.9 172.9 5.6 0
Hospital SErvice Charges . . .. ......coueererueneinesananeass Jan, 72 168. 5 169.1 9.9 .4

SEMIPrVAtE TOOMS . « . e o eeevneaneririranerenannanans 307.9 308. 8 10. 6 .3

Operating roOM Charges . . . ... «.vvvssvsreeneneerananensn 319, 8 321.4 11,8 .5

X-ray, diagnostic series, upper Gl. .. ........oovvrernenan.n. 193.5 194, 6 8,2 .6

Laboratory teS1S. .« v v v v it ’ Jan. 72 151, 7 152, 4 6.2 .5

ANLi-INFECTIVES © o o oot v vt et i Jan. 72 136, 1 136. 4 8,1 .2

TrANQUITIZETS o\ v v e e eee e e e Jan, 72 147, 7 148, 2 12.8 .3

Electrocardiogram . .. .o vvvenareeen e eann e Jan, 72 146, 8 147.0 3.7 .1

INtravenous SOIULION . v vt er e e et v Jan. 72 159, 8 160.2 8,1 .3

PhySICal thErapY . .« .« v e eteeeeeearaeeeeenenanns Jan, 72 171.6 172.1 11,5 .3

Oxygen, inhalation therapy .. ......covvviveeiuarieniuaens Jan. 72 145.9 146. 6 9.6 .5

PEISONAL CAPE .. e v et et esateeeneee e e ne e e e e 173.9 175.5 6.5 .9
Toilet goods 170. 5 171. 4 5.8 .5

Toothpaste, standard dentifrice . .. .. ......covurenensunnn 146, 2 146. 8 3.7 .4

Toilet soap, hard-milled . . .. ....ueneenieriir s 2115 212, 6 10.0 .5

HaNd IOtIONS .+ v v v evesee s ateeeesaeiaaennennnnes 177.7 178, 5 6.6 .5

SRAVING CPEAML .+ « v e s et eeeeeeeen e eertaeaeeaaneas 139.3 140, 1 1.1 .6

FaCE POWHET .« v e et et er e eeae e eee e e e aeaenas 1747 174.1 .5 -3

DEOUOTANTS . .+ o et e et ee e et een e ae i een e enens 129.0 130.2 5.9 .9

Cleansing tiSSUES .. .ot v s v veennenennscreaecnennss 239. 4 241. 4 8.5 .8

HOME PErmanent wave Kits .. ......ueeeenereneeaenenes 139, 2 140. 6 7.7 Lo

Personal Care SErVICES . . . v ovv v v vveetieeaeeeiineiaaneaas 177.5 179.7 7.2 1.2

MEN'S NAIFCULS -« . v v e v ees s e e eteencmeane s b aannnes 177.3 177. 8 5.6 .3

Beauty ShOP SBIVICES . ..« vt erveirsneineanereneiannanns 177. 8 181.3 8.4 2.0
WOMEN'S NAITCUTS . . o v vt v veeeeeneveienaanannnnns 214.5 225. 6 14,2 5.2
Shampoo and wave sets, plain .. .........ooviiiiiianas 175. 6 176, 8 6.3 .7
Permanent waves, Cold. .. ..ot 145, 2 146. 0 5.4 .6

Reading and recreation 'L .. .. ..o et 160. 6 160, 9 4.4 .2
Recreational GOOGS. . .« « v v v vvr e e ennncriaeneeinarnenarss 131. 6 131.9 2.5 .2

TV sets, portable and console . ...........c.cvuiivunns 101. 5 101.5 -1.5 0

TV replacement tBeS . . ..o vvorevene s areenenanennns . 177.7 179.2 7.2 .8

Radios, portable and table models ................c.0o0i 104, 2 104, 5 -1.0 3

Tape recorders, portable ............o.oiiiiiiieiiiiauns 94.3 94, 4 -1.7 .1

Phonograph records, StereophoniC . . ...vvvuvuierrrrerasnss 127. 0 128, 7 3.9 1.3

Movie Cameras, Bmm . ... uuuirerener i 96.2 95, 6 -1 -6

Film, 35mM, C0l0F. .« . ettt e eere i 134,3 134, 2 4.8 -1

GO BAIS . 4 v vveevee e tae e ir e 104.9 104. 6 .7 -.3

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPi—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average—Continued:

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to
Other Indexes November 1977 fromr—
Item and group index -
base October November November October
1977 1977 1976 1977
Health and recreation—Continued
Reading and recreation—Continued
Recreational goods—Continued
Basketballs, rubberorvinylcover ........................ 150, 1 150, 5 2,7 0.3
Fishing rods, fresh-water spincasting ...................... 128, 0 128.1 2.5 .1
Bowlingballs . ... ... ... o i i 134.3 134, 6 1.7 .2
Bicycles, DOYS' . oottt e 148. 4 147, 6 .6 -.5
THEYCIES v ettt et e e e, 157. 5% 158. 6 3.7 .7
Dog food, cannedorboxed ............ .. ... ..., 186.5 187.7 5.5 .6
Recreational SErViCES .. .. ..ot iit i it i 164, 1 164, 1 3.9 0
Indoor movie admissions ... .......... ... o ool 187.9 185.1 3.1 -1.5
Adult ., . e e e e 177.9 175.5 1.4 -1.3
Children’s. . .. ... i e s 216, 3 212, 5 7.4 -1.8
Drive-in movie admissions . .. ...t ii i 193.4 194, 5 6.3 6
Bowling fees, evening. . ..... ... ...t 158.0 161, 2 6,7 2,0
GoOtf green feeS. . . ...ttt 174, 3 (5 5 %)
TV PO . o vttt ettt e 110.5 111, 3 2.1 .7
Filmdeveloping ... ... ...ttt ir i 121.7 120. 7 -2.5 -.8
Reading and education:
Newspapers, street sale and delivery. .................o.. 195, 4 196. 1 5.9 .4
Magazines, single copy and subscription. . ...........covvun. 203, 8 203.5 8.2 -1
Piano lessons, beginner . ........ ... 0. it 156. 8 157. 7 5.6 .6
Other goods and SErVICES . . ... ..cvveenereennnrerssennuennans 161.5 162, 4 4.6 )
TObacco Products ... ...ovvureerrnrneneeerreeneneenens 171, 7 172.8 6.2 .6
Cigarettes, nonfilter tip, regularsize. ...................... 174. 7 175.9 6. 6 .7
Cigarettes, filter tip, King size. . ......coverreevenrenennn.. 174. 4 175.5 6.2 .6
Cigars, domestic, regularsize ... .........coiviiniernnenn 136. 3 136, 7 3.1 .3
AlcOhOliC BEVETages . .. ..ottt 152, 3 153.2 3.1 .6
Beer,athome ......... . iiiiiiiiiiiiii it 146. 4 147. 6 1.5 .8
Whiskey, spirit blended and straight bourbon ............... 118. 6 118, 8 2.4 .2
Wine, dessertand table. ... ... ... . ... i i i 164, 7 166.3 4.7 1.0
Beer, away fromhome. ... ... ... ... i i i 175.8 176.5 4,7 .4
Financial and miscellaneous personal expenses:
Funeral services, aduft . ....... ... .. oo i 158.2 158. 8 4.8 .4
Bank service charges, checkingaccount . ................... 134, 7 135.7 3.1 .7
Legal services, shortformwill ... ........................ 216, 2 216.1 6,5 0

! Also inctudes hotel and motel rates not shown separately.

2 Also includes home purchase costs not shown separately.

3 Also includes pine shelving, furnace filters, packaged dry cement mix, and shrubbery
not shown separately.

4 Also includes window shades, nails, carpet sweepers, air deodorizers, steel wool
scouring pads, envelopes, reupholstering, and moving expenses.

5 Priced only in season.

° Not available.

" Also includes men’s sport shirts, women’s and girls’ lightweight coats, women'’s
slacks, bathing suits, girls’ shorts, earrings, and zippers not shown separately.
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s Also includes storage batteries and drivers’ license fees not shown separately.
° Includes prices for water pump replacenient, motor tune-up, automatic trans-
mission repair, front-end alignment, and chassis lubrication; does not include prices for
auto body repairs. In the CPl this component represents consumers’ direct, out-of-
pocket expenses for automobile repairs and maintenance.
1o Also includes health insurance not shown separately.
13 Also includes outboard motors, nondurable toys, college tuition fees, paperback
books, and college textbooks, not shown separately.



Table 5. CPl1—selected areas, all items index

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers}

Prici Indexes
Area ' neng Percent change from:
schedule® | 1967-100 | 1957.59=100| Other
bases
November 1977 November August October
1976 1977 1977
US. CHY BVEBFAGE . .o cv vttt i it et eie i M 185, 4 215, 7 6.7 1.1 0.5
Chicago ... ...t i et M 179. 4 203, 8 6.5 1.2 .3
Detroit ...ttt e M 184.5 211. 9 7.0 1.0 .8
Los Angeles—Long Beach ... ........c..viuerinrennennaans M 182.9 215, 1 6.3 1.3 .7
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J . ......... ... .. iiiereriannnnnns M 188.5 224, 4 5.3 .7 .5
Philadeiphia .. ...... ... M 187. 4 218, 8 6.7 1.3 .2
October July
October 1977 1976 1977
BOSTONM L o ettt ettt e e e e e 1 185.7 222.5 5.5 0.7
HOUSTOM . « vt sttt s et e et e e et e e ee e 1 192.7 220.5 5.9 6
MinNeapolis—St. Paul. . ..ottt e e 1 187.0 216, 7 7.8 1.4
PIESBUIGN. « . sttt e 1 183.5 211.0 7.4 1.6
November August
November 1977 1976 1977
Buffalo 2 185, 1 3203, 5 6.5 1.3
Cleveland 2 184, 4 208, 2 6.6 1.8
DAHAS. s« + e v e et e enae e e e 2 183.8 *198. 7 7.0 .8
Milwaukee 2 181. 6 205,0 6.5 1.6
San Diego 2 186. 6 4196, 1 7.3 1.4
Seattle 2 182.5 214. 4 8.7 1.3
Washington 2 188.1 219.1 7.8 1.4
September June
t 1977 P
September 19 1976 1977
Alanta. . .. i e et i 3 183, 0 210.5 6.6 2.2
Baltimore. .. ... ... i e 3 188. 8 219.2 7.0 1.6
Cincinnati . ... v i i i e i 3 185, 2 210.2 7.6 1.8
Honolulu . .. ..ot i i i et 3 173. 4 ®186. 9 5.7 17
Kansas City .. ..ottt it ittt 3 180. 6 214.4 7.1 -9
F S I T 3 179. 1 209.2 7.2 1.0
San Francisco—Oakland ............ .. .. il 3 184.0 219.0 8.3 1.8
! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- 2 — February, May, August, and November.
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago which have more 3 — March, June, September, and Decernber.
extensive Standard Consolidated Areas. Area definitions were established for the 1960 3 November 1963=100.
Census and exclude revisions made since 1960. 4 February 1965=100.
2 Foods, fuels, and several other items priced every month in all cities; most other 5 December 1963=100.
goods and services priced as indicated:
M - Every month. NOTE: Price changes within areas are found in the Consumer Price Index; differences
1 - January, April, July, and October. in living costs among areas are found in family budgets.

Table 6. CPl—areas ! priced monthly, by expenditure class, percent change from October 1977 to November 1977

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

us. New York—
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit L::r:;ng:;ish Northeastern Philadelphia
average New Jersey
Al TEBMS. . ot v et et ene et e e ciar s cnnanianennes 0.5 0.3 0.8 0.7 0,5 0,2
[ I U O .6 -2 1.0 .7 .9 .7
HOUSING & v v v ev it e et ittt et e ainseeananoananes .5 .8 .9 1.5 .1 -2
Apparel and UPKEEP . . ... v vt .8 .8 .4 .5 1.1 .1
TrANSPOrTAtION . . . o vttt n e eieine e ren et anares e .1 -2 .1 -.5 .1 0
Health and recreation. . .. .....vuuerrereniuennennnennrones .5 .3 .8 2 .5 .2
Medical CAre. .. ..ot e it ettt e .4 . 2 .7 .4 .3 .1
POrSONAl CAME. - ¢« v v et st e e e e e s e ete e annaaeeannns .9 Q) ® O] * *)
Reading and recreation . ................eeeuvnnneneennn .2 .6 .4 1 -1.0 .4
Other goods aNA SEIVICES . ...\ vu vttt iiiinen s .6 -.1 1.5 .1 .7 .1
! See footnote 1, table 5. Z Not available.
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Table 7. CPl—selected areas', by expenditure class

{Consumer price index for urban wage sarners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

us. Los Angeles— New York—
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit O e es | Northeastern | Philadelphi

average ong beac New Jersey

Indexes, November 1977
A TTBIMS &ttt i e e et it i e 185,4 179, 4 184, 5 182.9 188.5 187, 4
[T A 195. 6 195, 2 190. 6 190. 0 198. 5 202.6
FOOd At HOME .« .t tiie e eter ettt aanas 193.0 193. 6 187.3 188, 3 199.3 199.0
Cereals and bakery products ................cooennn 187.1 184, 5 198. 7 186.0 194, 8 197.7
Meats, poultry, and fish ... ......oo i inaa, 181.9 185, 8 174.4 \ 180, 5 181, 0 189. 0
Dairy ProduCES. . . .o evve e vt 176.5 169.9 176.5 | 162.7 180, 1 181.7
Fruitsandvegetables . . ............ .. i, 188.7 197.3 171, 2 ! 180. 6 204, 8 194, 8
Otherfoodathome . .......coiiiiiiiinnonenrnennnans 230.1 232, 8 224.2 ; 225, 7 245, 2 236.4
Food away fromhome. . ...... ..., 205.4 201.3 205, 5 i 194. 7 196. 4 218.0
|
HOUSING « - v v eevareenetsaneranannnaseen s aaeseees 194, 6 177. 7 188.3 i 194.2 194. 6 194, 7
Shelter 196.9 179. 2 192, 5 203.2 193, 7 204, 3
ReNt, reSidential. . . .. oovnvrenevncnenncnseannerasnnes 157.0 145.9 @) 162, 9 Q)] 170. 2
Homeownership. ... .cocviin it vronnaraseeeanannes 211.5 194, 1 200.1 215.8 208.1 213,1
Fuelandutilities .. ....c..vivriniieenenreanenns 207.4 181, 5 208, 6 169.0 222.5 195, 6
Fueloitandcoal. .......oooiviiii s 289.9 286.0 293.5 - 296, 4 281.3
Gasand electricity ... .covvi i 219.5 192.1 223.4 198.3 248. 6 200.3
Household furnishings and operation. .. .........cooeeveuns 180, 1 170, 7 161. 8 174.9 180.9 176.4
Apparef and Upkeep. . ... oot B . 158.5 145.3 149, 2 147. 6 154. 0 145, 8
Men'sand boys ... .ovivren it 158.0 135.0 154. 7 141. 4 142. 4 150, 5
Women'sand girls’ . .. .. ovueenrrnernene i 151. 4 137. 9 134. 4 142.3 148, 7 127.2
FOOMWRAN . . o oot e veeeeenannnnnsasnnnnnronns R 159.9 152. 6 149.9 151.3 158. 0 153, 9
Transportation. . .. ... vuvruiernnnnanaaaaananssrosinans 178.7 181. 8 177.5 180.2 195, 6 185. 6
|7 | - R LR 178.0 181.2 177.7 181.8 185.9 186. 8
T T3 184.7 185.8 174.0 149.1 232.8 178.9
Healthandrecreation . ............ccoiiuiinrirecnaaoanans 177.9 179. 8, 193.0 174.0 183,2 182.3
Medicalcare........... ..ot s 208.1 213,0 245, 0 210.5 221.2 226. 8
Personal Car® . . «ov v vvevnne sr e e 175.5 (® () (3 183, 7 (2)

Reading and recreation . ............ouveeeneeiinannn 160.9 161.4 159. 5 146.3 166. 7 160, 5
Other goods and SEIVICES .. ... ...vruriiianennoraanaanns 162.4 166. 4 169.1 162.1 164.2 162, 8

Percent changes, August 1977 to November 1977
Y1) =112 - 1.1 1.2 1.0 1.3 0.7 1.3
70T W2 .5 .6 1.0 0 1.7
FOOdathOme . ...vvvivrnrenenneenennrronanncannsnns -1 .3 .1 .8 -3 2.1
Cereals and bakery products. . ... ..vvviiiiiaanin e 2.4 -. 4 2.7 3.0 4,4 4,2
Meats, poultry, and fish.........c..oooioiinns .1 1.0 -9 1.1 .2 1.3
Dairy ProduCtS. . ..o vver e vnn i .8 1.1 .8 1.6 .6 1.7
Fruitsandvegetables . ...........coiiiiviiiiiiiaunnes -1.8 1.2 -2.1 .3 -3.9 3.0
Otherfoodathome. . ... .. oot iiiinnienrananansns -9 -1.6 1.2 -7 -1.1 1.5
Food away fromhome .......... . .oovimeiiiininnenn, 1.2 1.3 2.5 1.4 .7 .4
Housing . . . 1.7 2,0 1.2 1.9 .7 1.0
BRI & o e et v ee e s 1.9 2.6 1.3 2.3 1.6 .8
Rent, residential . .....oveeueeranernannnarenennanens 1.7 3.0 (2) 3.6 (?) 31,4
Homeownership ..........oviiiianeinrnnnienannnns 2.0 2,8 1.2 2,1 2,0 .6
Fueland utilities . ......ooviien e, | 1.4 .6 .8 .2 -7 .3
FUel 0il and €0l . . v vvivreeeear it inainraeanenees i 2.0 2.7 2.7 - 1.7 2.6
Gasand electriCity . .. ... vov it 1.0 -.3 1,2 -1 -4, 9 -9
Household furnishings and operation . .............ovauiin. 1.1 .9 1.1 1.3 .4 1.7
Apparel and UPKEEP . . ... uvet vt e 2.4 1.2 1.2 2.8 1.4 1.3
Men's and BOYS. . .. oo vneee it i i 2.4 .1 1.0 2.8 .7 1.6
Women’sand girls’ . ... .ot i 3.0 .4 2.3 3.8 1,2 1,2
FOOMWEAN e v vt teieeersiee s asenaneesnnnanetens 1.7 2.1 -2.1 1.1 1.9 .9
TranspOrtation. .. ..o vuvs v et -1 -7 -1 -1.2 .3 .8
PrIVATE &« . ottt et ~ 1 -9 -1 -1.3 .4 .9
PUBLIC. o o vttt et e iy .7 .3 .4 .3 .2 .2
Healthand recreation ............. ...overeeerrecnonnnns 1.8 2.1 1.9 1.6 1.4 1.6
Medical care. . ......ccvvevninr i iimnccenancneeasen 1.6 1.6 1.3 1,9 1.1 4
[ L R 2.0 () Q) 1 3.6 Q)
Readingand recreation. .. ...........ooueereviinannan 1.8 2.3 1.9 .5 1,1 1.9
Other goods and Services . ... ..o vt ierrararsioneaa s 2.1 2.1 3.0 2.1 1.3 2.6

See footnotes at end of table.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

19



Table 7. CPi—selected areas’, by expenditure class—Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage zarners and clerical workers, 1967=100}

T
Expenditure class Buffalo Cleveland Dallas Milwaukee ‘ Dsizgo Seattle Washington
|
Indexes, November 1977

AIEMS « .ot e e 185. 1 184, 4 183.8 181, 6 186. 6 182.5 188, 1
Food .............. ... .. .. e 191. 7 199.3 195, 6 192.1 195.5 191. 8 204, 1
Foodathome. . ... ..ot i i 189.1 198.5 189.9 ; 189.2 183. 6 190. 1 198.2
Cereals and bakery products . ... .................0.. 185.1 194, 7 186.5 187.5 176.0 186.3 198, 6
Meats, poultry, and fish . .. ...... ... ...co0ivinionnnnns 176.5 188.0 177.9 181. 6 180.2 186, 6 178. 9
Dairy PrOOUCES . . oo oo e oot e e 174.9 190, 6 174. 8 179.5 164, 2 171. 7 161, 4
Fruitsandvegetables .. ........ . .. .. ... ... .coiieinan 181.3 184, 4 187.5 179. 6 181.3 174, 0 203,5
Other foodathome........... .. ...ccovvenneononn 228, 6 233.9 217.1 215.9 210, 9 224.7 247. 6
Foodaway fromhome. . ... ... ... ... ... c.iiiriivinnn. 206, 2 204.0 216.3 203.6 ! 225.6 197.1 219.1
HOUSING . o .o e i e s 195, 5 182.1 188.1 183.1 207. 6 197, 3 193.7
Sheler . ... . e 182, 1 178. 0 190.1 180. 2 231.1 208.3 192, 1
Rent, residential. . ....... ... . i 160, 1 144. 4 145.1 155, 4 175, 4 159, 1 161, 7
Homeownership. .. ..... ... .o, 186, 1 183, 9 210,2 187.9 254.3 222.9 209, 7
Fuelandutilities ........ooi it i e 265, 4 216, 2 199, 4 208. 6 163, 7 189. 0 216.4
Fuelotlandcoal ...... ... i, 299.2 - - 302.8 - 265, 8 300. 3

Gas and electricity 287.6 233, 6 242, 8 223.1 184.9 173.8 254.1
Household furnishingsand operation. .. ................... 181, 2 175.2 176. 8 173.4 168, 2 176. 8 184, 7
Apparel and UPKEED . .« .o v vt e 180, 5 161, 5 157. 7 174. 8 149.2 157. 9 155, 8
Men'sand boys' ... ... . i s 231.4 162.3 158.1 172, 9 154, 2 161, 8 155, 6
Women'sand girls’ . . ....coviiii i 163.7 159. 9 143. 5 179.1 134, 7 144.1 136.7
FOOIWEAN .. . ittt it it i ittt n i an s 162.1 151, 2 159. 6 170, 7 147, 9 159.9 159.3
Transportation. . ... oottt it i i i 173, 7 173.2 184, 2 175, 4 176, 6 163, 7 177.8
Private . . ... . i e e 174. 4 181, 6 184. 4 173. 6 178, 4 165, 6 176, 6
Public ... ... . e 163. 6 118, 6 181.8 195.0 143.9 152, 8 185. 0
Health and recreation ..............cccuuiiiveiononnnnnnns 170. 4 191.5 178.0 174. 8 169.5 169. 7 185.1
Medicalcare. . ...t i s 186.1 231. 7 201.5 204.6 200.1 197.0 220.5
Personalcare ...........oiiniiiniii i 171.5 190, 0 182.3 178.8 164, 8 181.3 172.5
Readingand recreation .................oiiiaiiiine.., 160, 6 165.5 160, 5 168, 1 151.1 157. 7 160, 0
Othergoodsandservices ... ...........ciiiiivinnnnnn.n 162. 9 174, 1 158. 0 154.2 156.1 152.3 184, 7

Percent changes, August 1977 to November 1977

AlLIEMS .t i i e e e e 1.3 1.8 0.8 1.6 1.4 1.3 1.4
FOO ..ottt i e e e e e e, .4 3.6 .6 -.3 1.1 -.3 .9
Foodathome .......... ... .. .. iiiiiiiiiiiiinannn. .1 4.2 .5 -4 1.4 -7 .8
Cereals and bakery products .. ..........c.ccveeenirinn.. 2,0 7.1 3.0 4,3 1.7 4.3 4.6
Meats, poultry,and fish .. ... .. ... ... ... ... ... -1 4,2 1.2 -.9 3.3 1.1 -1. 7
Dairyproducts. ... ... . ... L i .3 5.2 2.1 -. 4 L1 .4 1.8
Fruitsandvegetables .. ............. ... ... ... -1.5 1.0 1.1 -4,2 1.2 -3.4 1.1
Other foodathome .. ...........oiiiineeieiianna.. .4 4,4 -2.3 0 -. 8 -3.7 1.6
Foodaway fromhome ........... .. ... .. ... .. ... ... 1.7 .5 .8 .4 .5 1.2 1.2
HOUSING . .o e 1. 6 .9 1.3 3.2 2.1 2.0 1.8
Shelter 1.3 .6 1.6 4. 6 2.3 2.2 2.4
Rent, residential ........... .. .. .. .. it 1.5 2.7 2.3 .8 2.0 2.9 1.4
Homeownership. .. ... i 1.3 .3 1.4 5,7 2.5 2.1 2.8
Fuel and utilities .. ............. e e e, 3.0 -3 9 1.7 .8 1.7 -2
Fueloilandcoal ...... ... ... ... (i, 1.9 - - 1.1 - 2.9 1.6
Gasandelectricity . .. ..o ittt i et i e i 3.9 -. 4 -.9 2.3 0 1.9 -. 8
Household furnishings and operation. ... .................. 1.1 2.9 .9 5 1.8 1.7 1.5
Apparel and UpKeep . . .. ... e e 2.2 1.8 1.0 4.0 1.2 2.3 1.7
Men'sand boys . . ... o e 7.5 .8 2.1 6.3 -4 3.6 2,0
Women'sandgirls’ .......... . ... ... ... .00 Lol -1.1 2.6 -.8 4. 4 1. 6 1.4 1.0
FOOtWEar ... oot i e e .4 2.2 1.9 1,3 1.3 2.1 1.7
|
Transportation .. ... iuiit e .8 1.3 -. 6 .3 .5 -.8 .2
PRIVATE « v vt e et e e e e .8 1.1 -1.2 .3 .5 -1.0 .2
Public. ........ .. .. .. ... . e e .2 3.0 7.3 -.9 .3 .3 .1
iiealth and recreation. ... ........ ... 2.0 1.9 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.9 1.8
Medicalcare................... ... L4 1.6 2.1 1.5 1.3 1,7 .7
Personalcare .... .............. .. 1.3 | 1.1 1.4 1.9 .4 2.8 2,7
Reading and recreation ......... ... ... ... .... 2.6 2.9 -.9 L9 .6 2.3 1.5
Other goods and services 3.0 1.8 .9 -1.0 2.0 1.5 3.8
! See footnote 1, table 5. 3 Change from September 1977.
* Not available.
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Table 8. CPl—food groups, selected areas

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100}

Food at home
Cereals Othe| Food
i Total Meats, ! Friits her away
Area food Total and poultry, . Dairy and foods from
bakery and fish products vegetables ut home
products N home
Indexes, November 1977
U.S. City @VErage ... oovvvveneeiireneanenns 195. 6 193, 0 187.1 181, 9 176.5 188, 7 230, 1 205, 4
Atlanta ....... ... e 200, 6 199.1 192,3 179. 4 196. 8 207.0 226.5 205.1
BaltimOre . .evvvveeeiiniiie e 200, 1 197. 7 182.9 188.3 176. 1 196. 4 238.2 209. 7
BOSION v oot e et ee e e e 194.2 190. 9 191, 0 183, 0 169, 2 183, 5 229.9 206.1
BUFEAI0. & oo et e 191, 7 189.1 185.1 176. 5 174.9 181. 3 228. 6 206.2
CRICAO v vt eveeee e ettt 195, 2 193.6 184.5 p 185,8 169. 9 197.3 232, 8 201.3
CINCINNALE & o v e s oo e e s et e e 201, 8 203.6 195, 2 } 186. 6 180.1 205, 7 251. 8 195.2
Cleveland o .ot e e s 199.3 198. 5 194, 7 i 188, 0 190. 6 184, 4 233.9 204.0
Dallas oot 195. 6 189.9 186. 5 177.9 174, 8 187.5 217.1 216.3
DRIOIE o v v e et e et e 190. 6 187.3 198, 7 | 174, 4 176.5 171.2 224,2 205.5
Honolulu . ...... ... i, 195.9 191. 7 174, 5 f 190, 0 190. 6 190. 3 212.3 207, 7
HOUSTON o v v ee e e et e e et 202.3 194, 6 189,1 1‘ 190.3 185.0 194. 7 210. 1 229.2
Kansas City vvvvvsvneeninne i neanns 196.5 191.9 184,5 H 178, 8 187, 4 181.5 224.7 211.3
Los Angeles—Long Beach ................. 190, 0 188.3 186.0 | 180.5 162, 7 180. 6 225.7 194. 7
MHIWALKEE .« vt o e s e e e et e e e 192.1 189.2 187.5 181. 6 179.5 179. 6 215.9 203. 6
Minneapolis—St. Paul ..................... 200. 6 193.6 199.0 184, 2 185, 9 186.9 212.9 231.9
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J . ..o vr e 198. 5 199.3 194, 8 181, 0 180.1 204, 8 245, 2 196. 4
Philadelphia . .....oovovreeriiinnnenennns 202. 6 199.0 197.7 189.0 181.7 194. 8 236.4 218.0
PIttSBUIGN .« vttt ie e 198, 7 195.2 194, 0 188.3 173. 4 187.4 229. 7 219. 4
St LOUIS v e s et et e 195.1 193, 8 200, 8 175, 6 183, 0 190.0 228.9 200. 9
SANDIBEO v vt e ettt s 195.5 183, 6 176.0 180.2 164, 2 181.3 210.9 225, 6
San Francisco—Oakland . ..........ccuveon. 191. 6 193.1 181,8 187. 8 169, 3 181. 0 237.9 186.2
SEAEIE - v et s 191. 8 190.1 186. 3 186. 6 171, 7 174.0 224.7 197.1
Washington ..............ccuveiivneinnnn. 204.1 198, 2 198.6 178, 9 161, 4 203.5 247, 6 219, 1
Percent changes, October 1977 to November 1977

U.S. City BVerage . .....oooveenneneennnnnn. 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.6 0.2 2.6 -0.2 0.4
AHANTE ..ot 0 0 .7 -1.3 .2 11 .4 0
Baltimore ............veiieeinineninnns .6 .8 2.3 -1 .9 1.2 .6 .2
BOSTOM ..t ivveieeee e eieaa e aaens .40 .5 -2 .7 .1 2.1 -1 0
N 4 .2 .2 -7 -3 2.3 .2 1.4
[0 T T -2 ! -.3 -1, 9 .3 -1 .9 -1.1 .1
CINCINNALE o ee e -1 -1 -1 -. 4 .2 1.3 -.9 0
Cleveland ... oo et et 1.0 1.2 -2.1 1.7 .3 3.7 1.3 .2
Dallas .« oottt L3 1.6 1.1 1.7 .8 4.5 .2 .6
DO vt vvveeeseiear i eiiaans 1.0 L2 1.4 .3 .2 4.9 .4 .4
HONOIIIL oottt e aaes 0 .1 .6 .2 .1 .1 -.5 -1
HOUSTON . . .t e e eii ettt iee e aeeans 1.2 1.3 6.0 .9 .9 1.2 -2 .7
Kansas City . ...ovvvenvvnrneeennnnnnnes .2 .2 1.3 -3 .9 .9 -. 8 .2
Los Angeles—iongBeach .................. .7 .8 .8 .6 .4 3.1 -1 .4
MilWAUKEE . o o vt ve s et eeieieeeanens .8 -9 1.3 2.5 -1 -3 0 (%)
Minneapolis—St. Paul ..................... 0 0 2.1 .4 -3.2 2.9 -1.1 .2
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J . ...........c... .. -9 1.0 2.9 .8 0 2,1 .1 .6
Phifadelphia .. ....ovvvrneecniiiaiiiaian. -7 1.0 .3 1.3 .6 2.7 .1 0
PItESBUIGN v vt eeee e et -9 Lo -1 L7 Lo L1 1.4 .2
SLLOUIS ..o e .3 .2 3.1 -1 -2 1.9 -1.9 .3
SN DIEGO .« v vvreee e e e .9 L2 1.0 1.9 .5 3.6 -7 *
San Francisco—Oakland ... ................ .7 .9 -1.0 1.9 .1 3.7 -.5 -1
SRALHIE . . o\ et et e e .5 .6 1.5 1.2 -2 2,6 -9 .1
Washington . ........couvvriinannnnnnnns .8 1.1 -9 .5 .4 4,1 .3 .2

! See footnote 1, table 5.
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Table 9. CPl—gasoline indexes, U.S. city average and selected areas

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, January 1976=100}

Leaded regular gasoline Unleaded regular gasoline Premium gasoline
|Percent change! Percent change Percent change
Area ! fndex to November Index to November Index to November
1977 from— 1977 from— 1977 from—
October %November October October | November October October November October
1977 1977 ‘ 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977
U.S.city average ............... 107, 3 107.2 i -0.1 109. 9 109, 8 -0, 1 108, 5 108.4 0.1
1 i
Atlanta ............. o0l .n 107. 9 107.8 -1 113.5 113,3 -2 111.9 111.8 -1
Baltimore..................... 103, 6 103.6 0 107. 6 107. 5 -1 106. 8 106. 8 0
BOSION .. ovt i 106. 1 106.0 -1 112.1 112, 0 -1 108. 8 108. 8 0
Buffalo....................... 106, 5 106.9 .4 107, 8 108, 5 .6 107.5 106.7 | -7
Chicago ...............cvun.. 107.2 107.2 ¢ 0 109, 3. 109, 4 .1 108, 0 108,0 . 0
Cincinnati .................... 107.3 106.7 -6 110, 4 109, 9 -.5 107. 7 107.3 -. 4
Cleveland . .................... 104. 8 103. 7 : -1.0 109, 5 108, 3 1.1 106. 4 105.7 . -~ 7
Dallas. ..o 110, 0 110.1 1 113, 0 113, 1 .1 110.8 110.9 . .1
Detroit....................... 107. 1 106.3 -7 112, 4 111, 9 -.4 110.0 109.8 | -2
Honolulu ..o oo 105.3 105.2 -1 106. 3 106. 3 0 105, 3 105,3 | 0
Houston.............covivnnnnn 109. 2 109,0 -2 111.5 111.5 0 109.1 | 109.2 ! 1
KansasCity ...........cvvvvnnn 107. 4 107. 8 i .4 111. 0 I11.2 .2 108. 5 108, 7 .2
Los Angeles—Long Beach. . ....... 108, 4 107.5 -.8 110, 0 110.0 0 108. 3 108,2 ! -1
Milwaukee . ..............o0un, 108, 4 108, 4 0 111, 4 111,3 -1 109. 4 109. 3 -1
Minneapolis—St. Paul............ 108, 2 107, 3 -.8 111,11 111, 0 -1 109. 4 109, 2 -2
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J . ......... 103, 5 103, 4 -1 108, 3 108, 2 -1 106, 4 106, 6 .2
Philadelphia................... 106.0 106. 0 0 109.5 109, 6 .1 107.9 107, 8 -1
Pittsburgh .................... 107, 5 107, 4 -1 109, 8 109. 8 0 109, 2 109, 2 0
St.LOuis ... 108, 7 108, 4 -3 110, 6 110.5 -1 108, 9 108.9 0
SanDiego .............iiien.. 106, 2 106, 1 -1 108, 1 108, 2 .1 106. 4 106. 6 .2
San Francisco—Qakland.......... 107. 8 107, 0 -7 107.7 106, 5 ~-1.1 106.3 105. 8 -5
Seattle . ................ ... .. 111, 7 111.5 -2 112, 4 112, 2 -.2 111.5 111,11 -4
Washington ................... 106. 0 105.9 -1 109. 6 109.2 -. 4 108.0 107, 6 -.4

! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those established
politan Statistical Area {SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.

Table 10. CPl—gasoline average prices, U.S. city average and selected areas

{Cc price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)
Leaded regular gasoline Unleaded regutar gasoline L Premium gasoline
Area ! Average price per gallon
September| October | November |September| October | November |September | October | November

1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977
US.cityaverage ............... $0.629 $0. 627 $0. 626 $0, 666 $0. 665 $0. 664 $0. 684 $0. 683 $0. 682
Atlanta. . ...... ... .ot . 624 . 622 | . 622 . 684 .682 . 681 . 701 . 701 . 701
Baltimore.............. ...t . 626 .619 . 619 . 667 . 660 . 660 . 689 . 688 . 688
Boston........ .ol . 622 .621 . 621 . 674 . 674 . 673 . 684 . 684 . 684
Buffalo............ .ot . 634 . 632 | . 635 . 665 . 665 . 669 . 689 . 689 . 684
ChICAgO « e vereeianananns . 645 i . 643 1 . 643 . 693 . 690 . 691 . 696 . 693 . 693
Cincinnati . .......... ..o L 617 L617 . 614 . 653 . 654 . 651 . 669 . 670 . 668
Cleveland ............oovvone, 617 . 613 | . 607 . 650 . 651 . 644 . 671 . 668 . 664
Dallas. .........covviuiiinn.n . 595 .591 . 592 . 628 . 628 . 628 . 642 . 641 . 642
Detroit. ...oovvveniiiiinn, . 623 L 621 . 616 . 679 . 679 . 676 . 696 . 695 . 694
Homolulu ............. ..ot . 722 . 721 ! . 721 . 740 . 740 . 740 . 766 765 . 765
Houston. ............. e . 580 .575 . 574 . 612 . 609 . 609 . 632 . 629 . 629
Kansas City ............... ... . 605 .595 . 597 . 637 . 632 . 634 ! . 655 . 650 . 651
Los Angeles—Long Beach. ........ . 633 .633 627 672 . 672 672 | . 678 . 679 . 678
Milwaukee . . ......... ... il . 593 .590 . 590 . 632 . 630 . 630 . 648 . 649 . 648
Minneapolis—St. Paul. .. ......... . 625 . 622 . 617 . 659 . 657 . 656 . 695 . 693 . 691
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J . ......... . 624 .619 . 618 . 668 . 666 . 665 . 694 . 690 . 692
Philadelphia................... . 620 . 618 : .618 . 674 . 670 L 671 . 694 . 692 . 691
Pittsburgh. . ............... ... . 626 . 624 | . 624 . 664 . 661 . 661 . 684 . 682 . 682
St.Louis ...-vv it i . 615 .616 | . 615 . 643 . 664 . 643 .668 . 669 . 669
SanDiego..........oiivinn . 645 . 640 | . 640 . 685 . 679 . 680 . 696 . 691 . 693
San Francisco—Oakland . . ........ L 663 L662 | 657 . 682 . 681 .673 . 702 . 701 . 697
Seattle .............oviiiiii . 639 . 641 | . 640 . 665 . 667 . 666 . 689 . 689 . 687
Washington ................... . 640 . 638 . 637 . 692 . 687 . 685 L 711 . 708 . 705

' Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro-  extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area d_efinitions are those established
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.
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Appendix: Technical Notes

Brief Explanation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average
changes in prices of goods and services usually bought
by urban wage earners and clerical workers. It is based
on prices of about 400 items which were selected to rep-
resent the movement of prices of all goods and services
purchased by wage earners and clerical workers. Prices
for these items are obtained in urban portions of 39
major statistical areas and 17 smaller cities, which were
chosen to represent all urban places in the United States.
They are collected from about 18,000 establishments—-
grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling stations,
and other types of stores and service establishments.

Prices of food, fuels, and a few other items are
obtained every month in all 56 locations. Prices of most
other commodities and services are collected every month
in the five largest areas and every 3 months in other
arcas. Prices of most goods and services are obtained by

personal visits of the Bureau’s trained representatives.
Mail questionnaires are used to obtain local transit fares,
public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices, and
certain other items.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various
items in each location are averaged together with weights
which represent their importance in the spending of all
wage earners and clerical workers. Local data are then
combined to obtain a U.S. city average. Separate indexes
are also published for 23 areas.

The index measures price changes from a designated
reference date—1967-——which equals 100.0. An increase
of 22 percent, for example, is shown as 122.0. This
change can also be expressed in dollars as follows: The
price of a base period “‘market basket” of goods and
services bought by urban wage earners and clerical workers
has risen from $10 in 1967 to $12.20.

A Note About Calculating Index Changes

Movements of the indexes from one month to another
are usually expressed as percent changes rather than
changes in index points because index point changes are
affected by the level of the index in relation to its base

period while percent changes are not. The example in the —
accompanying box illustrates the computation of index index Point Change
point and percent changes.
Seasonally adjusted percent changes in the US. All cP 1238
Items Index are based on secasonal adjustment factors Less previous index 1232
and scasonally adjusted indexes carried to two decimal Equals index pont change: 0.6
places. This procedure helps to eliminate rounding error : Percent Change
in the percent changes. i
Percent changes for 3-month and 6-month periods | In.dex point chfference, 06
Divided by the previous index, 123.2
are cxpressed as annual rates and are computed accord- Equals, 0.005
ing to the standard formula tfor compound growth rates. Results multiplied by one hundred 0.005x100
These data indicate what the percent change would be Eaquals percent change: 0.5
if the current rate were maintained for a 12-month }

period. BLS does not publish annual rates based on
data for 1 month.

A Note on Seasonally Adjusted and Unadjusted Data

Because price data are used for different purposes by
different groups, the Burcau of Labor Statistics publishes
seasonally adjusted as well as unadjusted changes each
month.

For analyzing general price trends in the economy,
seasonally adjusted changes are usually preferred, since
they eliminate the effect of changes that normally occur
at the same time and in about the same magnitude every
year—such as price movements resulting from changing

23

climatic conditions, production cycles, model change-
overs, holidays, and sales.

The unadjusted data are of primary interest to con-
sumers concerned about the prices they actually pay.
Unadjusted data are also used extensively for escalation
purposes. Many collective bargaining contract agreements
and pension plans, for example, tie compensation changes
to the Consumer Price Index unadjusted for seasonal
variation.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Reliability of Percent Changes in the CPI

A system of “replicated” samples introduced into the
index structure in the 1964 revision permits an estimate of
sampling error for the CPI. ' The table below shows
standard errors for monthly, quarterly, and annual percent

Average standard errors of percent changes in the
CP! based on 1976 data

changes in the CPI for all items and for nine commodity
groupings based on 1975 averages. The figures may be
interpreted as follows: The chances are about 95 out of
100 that the percent change in the CPI as computed differs
from the corresponding *“complete coverage” change by
less than twice the standard error.

Because the CPI is rounded to one decimal place, some
ambiguity may arise in interpreting small index changes.

As the table indicates, for example, a month-to-month
Standard error change of 0.1 percent in the all items CPI is significant.
Component Monthly | Quarterly Annual Beca}lse of roundipg, however, a change of this size in tl:le
change change change published index might result from a muF:h smaller change in
the unrounded value. Hence, any particular change of 0.1
percent may or may not be significant. On the other hand,
Altiters ............. 04 05 10 a published change of 0.2 percent for a 1-month period
Foodathome ......... .10 1 .§2 is always significant.
zzzfi::i“" fromhome :gg ::3 :1; This replaces the table of average errors based on 1975
Apparel and upkeep. . . . . 15 27 25 data which was included in the CPI report through
Transportation......... 07 A2 .20 December 1976.
Medical care........... 14 A9 27
Personal care .......... .16 .26 .64
Reading and recreation . . .09 .16 33 1 The method of deriving these estimates is described in a
Other goods and paper by Marvin Wilkerson, “Measurement of Sampling Error
SErviCes ............. 11 12 .18 in the Consumer Price Index,” Journal of the American Statistical
Association, September 1967,
#U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1978 261-011/902 1-3 24
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BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS
REGIONAL OFFICES

wyg

*REGION Vi

*REGION VI

® San Francisco Kansas Ciy

VIRGIN ISLANDS

®
Dalias

REGION Vi

PUERTO RICO

Region | Region V
1603 JFK Federal Building 9th Floor
Government Center Federal Office Building
Boston, Mass. 02203 230 S. Dearborn Street
Phone: (617) 223-6761 Chicago , lIl. 60604
Phone: (312) 353-1880
Region 11
Suite 3400 Region VI
1515 Broadway Second Floor
New York, N.Y. 10036 555 Griffin Square Building
Phone: (212) 399-5406 Dallas, Tex. 75202
Phone: (214) 749-3516
Region 111 Regions VIl and VIII*
3535 Market Street 911 Walnut Street
:h0|agolxr:3329 19101 Kansas City, Mo. 64106
iladelphia, Pa. :
Phone: (215) 596-1154 Phone: (816) 374-2481
Regions IX and X**
Region IV 450 Golden Gate Avenue
1371 Peachtree Street, NE. Box 36017
Atlanta, Ga. 30309 Y .
Phone: (404) 526-5418 San Francisco, Calif. 94102

Phone: (415) 556-4678

* Regions VIl and.VIll are serviced by Kansas City
** Regions IX and X are serviced by San Francisco
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