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Price Movements

November 1976

The Consumer Price Index rose 0.3 percent in November
before seasonal adjustment to 173.8 percent of its 1967
base. The November CPI was up 5.0 percent from a year
ago.

Seasonally adjusted changes

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI increased 0.3
percent in November, the same as in October. The index
rose 0.4 percent in September and 0.5 percent in each of the
preceding 3 months. The food index declined 0.2 percent
in November after seasonal adjustment; this decline fol-
lowed relatively small increases in recent months and was
the first decline since early in 1976. The index for com-
modities other than food rose 0.4 percent in November for
the third consecutive month, following increases of about

0.6 percent during the summer months, The services index
also increased 0.4 percent in November, after seasonal ad-
justment, compared with increases of 0.5 percent in Septem-
ber and October,

The food index declined in November as a result of lower
prices for many types of food purchased in grocery stores.
Fresh vegetable prices declined 6.5 percent after seasonal
adjustment, following 3 months of large increases. Prices
for dairy products declined in November for the first time
since early this year. Pork prices—moving down for the
sixth consecutive month—declined 3.1 percent, about as
much as in recent months. Prices for poultry, cereal and
bakery products, processed fruits and vegetables, and sugar
also declined in November. Beef prices, however, rose 2.2
percent in November, compared with 0.5 percent in Octo-
ber. Prices for fresh fruits, eggs, and coffee also continued
to increase.

Table A. Percent changes in CPl and components, selected periods

Changes in all items
Changes from preceding month
Compound From 12
annual rate
Month . Commodities . from 3 months
All items Food less food Services months ago ago
Unad- {Seasonally] Unad- [Seasonallyl Unad- [Seasonally] Unad- [Seasonally Seasonally Unad-
justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted adjusted justed
1975:
November ......... 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.6 0.3 0.3 1.1 1.0 68 73
December ......... 4 5 5 6 1 4 6 6 73 7.0
1976:
January ........... 2 4 A1 -2 -3 2 1.0 1.1 6.5 6.8
February .......... 2 A -4 -1.0 3 3 7 7 4.4 6.3
March ............ 2 2 -7 -8 4 3 6 | 7 29 6.1
April ... i, 4 4 3 6 6 3 3 5 29 6.1
May ......cc0vnnnn 6 6 4 1.0 8 6 4 ! 4 49 6.2
June ... 5 5 5 2 6 .5 6 6 6.1 59
July ...l 6 5 7 A 4 6 7 6 6.3 5.4
August ...........s 5 5 2 3 6 6 6 6 6.0 5.6
September ......... 4 A4 -4 0 6 4 8 5 5.8 5.5
October ........... 4 3 0 3 4 4 5 5 5.2 53
November ......... 3 3 -3 -2 4 4 .5 4 4.3 5.0
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On a seasonally adjusted basis, prices rose for most com-
modities other than food in November. Apparel prices in-
creased 0.3 percent, -after declining slightly in October.
Prices for furniture and tobacco products moved up sharply
in November-—more than in recent months. The used car
index rose 0.9 percent after seasonal adjustment, following
declines in September and October. On the other hand, the
new car index increased only ‘0.1 percent in November,
compared with 1.4 percent in October and 1.1 percent in
September. The gasoline and motor oil index rose 0.7 per-
cent after seasonal adjustment, about half as much as in
October. The index for fuel oil and coal increased 0.2 per-
cent, the same as in October.

In the services component, the index for household ser-
vices other than rent declined 0.1 percent after seasonal
adjustment—the first decrease since early 1971. The
index for mortgage interest rates declined 2.1 percent after
seasonal adjustment in November, twice as much as in re-
cent months. The index for gas and electricity rose slightly
after seasonal adjustment, following increases of 1.3 percent
in September and October. The index for transportation
services increased 0.8 percent, about the same as in October
as auto insurance rates and parking fees continued to rise
rapidly. The index for medical care services, however, in-
creased 1.5 percent, considerably more than in recent
months as a result of the annual adjustment for retained
earnings of health insurance companies as well as large
increases in physicians’ fees and hospital service charges.

Monthly changes in detail (not seasonally adjustec)

The index for food purchased in grocery stores de-
clined 0.4 percent in November before seasonal adjustment.
Moving down for the fourth consecutive month, pork prices
declined 4.9 percent and poultry prices 3.2 percent. The
index for dairy products declined 0.6 percent, reflecting
lower prices for milk, cheese, butter, and ice cream. Among
cereal and bakery products, prices for flour and rice con-
tinued to decline, and increased promotional sales resulted
inlower prices for some bakery products. Expanded supplies
of lettuce contributed to the decline of 1.6 percent in
fresh vegetable prices. On the other hand, fresh fruit

prices rose 0.4 percent, instead of declining seasonally.
Beef prices—turning up after 3 months of declines—in-
creased 0.4 percent in November. Prices for salad and cook-
ing oils rose for the third consecutive month. Coffee prices
increased 5.3 percent in November; these prices have risen
more than 50 percent since November 1975. The index for
food away from home—restaurant meals and snacks—in-
creased 0.4 percent in November, about the same as in
October and less than increases during the summer.

The index for commodities other than food rose 0.4 per-
cent in November before seasonal adjustment. An increase
of 0.6 percent in apparel prices accounted for about a third
of the rise in the nonfood commodities index. The increase
in apparel prices was somewhat larger than is usual for No-
vember and reflected higher prices for many cotton items.
There were large increases in November for tobacco prod-
ucts, furniture, and fuel oil—1.1 percent, 0.9 percent
and 2.0 percent, respectively. The rise in fuel oil prices,
however, was mostly seasonal. Prices of other consumer
goods such as housekeeping supplies, drugs and prescrip-
tions, toilet goods, and reading materials increased from 0.5
to 0.7 percent. New car prices rose a seasonal 0.4 percent.
Used car prices, however, declined 0.5 percent, and gasoline
prices declined 0.2 percent; both declines were less than
seasonal.

The services index rose 0.5 percent in November before
seasonal adjustment. Higher charges for medical care, trans-
portation services, and natural gas were partially offset by
declines in mortgage interest costs. In addition to the rise
in the health insurance component, physicians’ fees and
hospital service charges both rose 0.9 percent in November;
auto insurance rates increased 1.5 percent and parking fees
1.2 percent. Charges for apparel-related services also rose
sharply—1.0 percent for dry cleaning, 1.4 percent for
automatic laundry services, and 2.0 percent for shoe re-
pairs. Among household services, charges for natural gas
increased 2.0 percent, about as much as usual in November,
but charges for electricity declined 0.3 percent. In addition,
mortgage interest costs declined in November for the first
time in 6 months, reflecting lower interest rates on VA and
conventional loans.
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Chart 1. All items index and rates of change, 1967-76
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Chart 2. Commodities less food index and rates of change, 1967-76
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Chart 3. Total food index and rates of change, 1967-76
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Chart 4. Services index and rates of change, 1967-76
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Table 1. CPI—U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Relative . . Unadjusted Seasonally adjusted
importance Unadjusted indexes percent change to percent change from—
Group or class
December | October November | November October | August to |September | October to
1975 1976 1976 1975 1976 September | to October | November
Commeodity and service groups
ANFEEMS © .o e v e e et et e es 100. 000 173.3 173.8 5.0 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.3
All items (1957-58=100) .. ................... - 201.5 202,1 - - - - _
CommOdities . ..o v e 63.355 167.4 167.7 3.4 2 .2 .3 2
o T Yo [ 24.675 181. 6 181.1 .7 -.3 0 .3 -.2
Foodathome ............ ... ... ..... 19.524 179. 6 178.9 -.6 -.4 -.1 .3 -.4
Cereals and bakery products .......... 2,702 180. 1 179.9 -1.1 -1 -.2 -1.0 -.6
Meats, poultry,and fish.............. 6.641 174. 8 172.0 -10.1 1.6 -1.2 -1.4 -.3
Dairyproducts. . .....oovuneeennnn. 2.876 172.7 171.7 5.5 -.6 .9 .2 -1.4
Fruits and vegetables . . .............. 3.103 175.5 174.8 3.6 -.4 1.4 4.5 -1.6
Other foodsathome ................ 4,202 195.1 197.3 7.8 1.1 -, 1 .5 1.4
Food away fromhome ................ 5.150 189, 3 190, 0 6.0 .4 .4 .1 .3
Commodities less food. . ................... 38. 681 159. 6 160. 3 5.0 .4 .4 .4 .4
Nondurables lessfood .. ................. 22.872 161.0 161.9 4.4 .6 .4 .4 .5
Apparel commodities ................. 7.861 149, 2 150.1 3.9 .6 .2 -.1 .3
Men'sand boys'.................... 2,475 150.1 150.8 4.1 .5 1.0 -.4 .1
Women'sandgirls’.................. 3.426 146. 1 147.3 3.3 .8 -.6 -.3 .3
FOOtWEAr .. ...'vveiviieeernnnnnnn 1.377 152. 8 153.7 5,1 .6 .5 .1 .4
Other apparel commodities .. ......... . 584 155,55 156, 4 4.5 .6 0 1.2 .5
Nondurables less food and apparel ....... 15.011 168.1 169.0 4.6 .5 .5 .6 .7
Gasolineand motoroil. .............. 3.498 180.5 180.3 2.5 -.1 .7 1.3 .7
Tobacco products .................. 1. 880 161.0 162.7 5.1 1.1 .3 .4 1.2
Alcoholicbeverages . ................ 2.244 148.3 148, 6 3.6 .2 .1 .3 .3
Fuel oilandcoal. .. ................. 1.045 253.1 258.0 4,7 1.9 1.1 .2 .2
Other nondurables. ................. 6.343 162.8 163.8 6.0 .6 .4 .5 .6
Durable.commodities. ................. 15,809 157. 8 158. 0 5.9 .1 .4 .3 .4
Household durables . ................ 4,495 147. 2 147. 8 3.4 .4 .2 .4 .5
New automobiles .. ................. 1.910 139.1 139.7 6.4 .4 1.1 1.4 .1
Used automobiles. . ................. 2. 046 179.9 179.0 16.5 -.5 -.2 -1 .9
Otherdurables . . ................... 7.358 164.2 164.5 4.4 .2 *, 4 *,2 *,2
SerVICES L.t e 36, 645 184.1 185.1 7.6 .5 .5 .5 .4
Rent ... ... i 4,497 146.9 147.5 5.4 .4 .5 .5 .4
Serviceslessrent ... .. ... ... ... ..., 32. 147 190. 8 191. 8 7.9 .5 .6 .6 .4
Household services lessrent ., .. .......... 16,030 202.3 202.6 6.2 .1 .4 .3 -.1
Transportation services. . . .. ............ 5.012 178.9 180.2 11. 4 .7 1.1 .9 .8
Medical care services .................. 5,642 201.7 204,5 1.0 1.4 .6 .7 1.5
Otherservices. ..... ...veeevuinannns 5. 643 164.3 165.2 6.4 .5 6 .5 .5
Special indexes:
Allitemslessfood ........... ... ... 75,325 170.8 171. 6 6.3 .5 *,7 *, 5 *.5
Nondurable commodities. . . . ................. 47,547 171.0 171.3 2.5 .2 *,2 *, 2 *,2
Apparel commaodities less footwear .. ........... 6.485 148.5 149. 4 3.7 .6 .1 -.2 .2
Services less medical care services. . ............. 31.002 181.3 181.9 7.0 .3 *. 8 *5 *,3
Insurance and finance ................. 9.808 200.5 200.7 6.5 .1 .4 -.1 -.3
Utilities and public transportation 5.484 176.0 177.0 7.9 .6 1.1 ..8 .5
Housekeeping and home maintenance service . . ... 4, 649 215.2 216, 1 8.9 .4 *, 9 %, 6 x, 4
Appliances (including radioand TV) ............ 1.417 124.4 124.8 3.2 .3 .3 -1 .2
Expenditure classes
AlLTEMS. Lo e 100. 000 173.3 173.8 5.0 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.3
FOOD .« ottt e 24,675 181. 6 181.1 .7 -3 0 .3 -.2
Housing .........covviiiiiiiiinninnnn, 33.998 180.1 180.7 5.5 .3 %, 6 .3 *.3
Shelter' . ... ... .. ... . e 21.370 182.0 182.1 4,6 .1 *, 5 *,3 *.1
Rent 4,497 146.9 147.5 5.4 .4 .5 .5 .4
Homeownership? . .................... 16,484 194.8 194.8 4.3 0 *,5 *,2 *0
Fuel and utilities®. . ..................... 5.205 186.5 188.2 7.9 .9 1.0 1.0 .2
Gasandelectricity .. .................. 2,722 193.9 195.5 10. 6 .8 1.3 1.3 .1
Household furnishings and operation. . ...... 7.422 170.9 171.7 6.3 .5 .4 4 .5
Apparel andupkeep. .. .................... 9.217 150.9 151.9 4.4 .7 .3 -1 .4
Transportation. . ........ccvvnirivrnennn. 13,053 170.9 171.4 8.9 .3 1.3 .6 .4
Private . . ... ... .. ... 11.729 170, 2 170. 6 9.3 .2 1.1 .8 .4
Public.......... .. oo 1.324 177.4 177.6 5.2 .1 1.1 .5 .4
Health and recreation. . .................... 18, 681 166. 1 167.3 6.9 .7 *,5 *, 5 *,7
Medicalcare........................... 6.413 188.9 191.3 10. 4 1.3 *. 6 *,5 *1, 3
Personalcare .......................... 2.505 163.9 164. 8 7.3 .5 *, 7 *, 7 *,5
Reading and recreation .................. 5.148 153.5 154, 1 4.8 .4 .5 .5 .5
Other goods and services ................. 4,616 154, 4 155, 3 4.3 .6 .1 .3 .7
Special indexes:
All items lessshelter. ........................ 78. 630 171. 0 171. 6 5.0 .4 *, 4 %, 4 s, 4
All items less medicalcare , .. ................. 93.587 172.4 172.7 4.5 .2 *. 4 *, 4 *,2
All items less mortgage interest costs . ........... 95.610 171.1 171.7 5.1 .4 *. 4 *, 4 *, 4
CPl—domestically produced farm foods*. ... .. ... 17,148 174. 4 173.1 -2.6 -.7 *-1.0 *-,2 o, 7
CPi—selected beefcuts®. .. ................... 2. 056 159, 4 160.5 -9.2 .7 .4 *_2. 4 k.7
Purchasing power of consumer dollar:
1967=81.00.. ... .. . .. . . . . ............ - $0.577 $0.575 -4, 8 -.3 - - -
1957-69=81.00. .. ... ii i - . 496 . 495 - - - - -
! Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. weight for sugar.
% Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance 5 Calculated from the CPI beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and
and repairs. beef liver.
3 Also includes residential telephones, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage services * Not seasonally adjusted.
not shown separately.
* Calculated from the CPI food at home component by excluding fish, nonalcoholic NOTE: Index applies to month as a whole, not to any specific date.
beverages, bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup and about half of the index
7
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Table 2. CP!—seasonally adjusted U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100) -

Seasonally adjusted indexes Season;(lelr,(l:::tjuci]t:ggznfr;tia| rate
Group and class r’ 3 months ending in 6 months ending in
August |September! October November —
1976 1976 1976 1976  \February May August [November May [November
x 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976
Commodity and service groups
Allitems . ... . e - - - - 4.4 4.9 6.0 4,3 4.6 5.1
Commodities . ........... ... 166. 4 166.8 167.3 167. 6 1.2 4.0 5.2 2.9 2.6 4.1
Food ... ..o e 181.8 181.8 182.3 181.9 -2.6 2.7 2.7 .2 0 1.4
Foodathome ................... 180.3 180, 1 180.7 180.0 -5.6 2.0 ! 1.8 -7 -1.9 .6
Cereals and bakery products ... ... 183.0 182. 6 180, 8 179.7 -4.3 L4 7.1 -7.0 -2.0 -.2
Meats, poultry, and fish . ......... 178.5 176.3 173.8 173.2 | -19.0 2.9 | -11.6 -11.4 -8.7 -11.5
Dairy products ................ 171.7 173.2 173.6 171.2 11.3 0 | 12.5 -1,2 5.5 5.5
Fruits and vegetables . . .......... 173.3 175.7 183. 6 180. 6 -2 -3.0 .9 17.9 -1.6 9.1
Other foodsathome ............ 193.3 193.1 194.1 196.9 2.4 6.9 14. 4 7.7 4.7 11.0
Food away fromhome. ............ 187.8 188.5 188.7 189.2 8.8 5.8 6.2 3.0 7.3 4.6
Commoditiesfessfood................. 157.9 158.5 159.1 159, 8 3.5 4.8 6.9 4.9 4.1 5.9
Nondurables less food ... ............ 159. 6 160.2 160. 8 161.6 2.3 2.3 7.9 5.1 2.3 6.5
Apparel commodities . ........... 147.4 147.7 147.5 147.9 3.4 2.8 8.0 1.4 3.1 4.6
Men'sand boys' ................ 148, 2 149.7 149. 1 149.3 6.3 1.9 5.3 3.0 4,1 4,1
Women’sand girls’ .. ............ 144.4 143. 6 143.2 143.7 1.4 2.6 | 11.3 -1.9 2.0 4.5
Footwear .................... 151.3 152.1 152.3 152.9 3.1 6.4 6.3 4,3 4.7 5.3
Other apparel commaodities . ... ... 153.5 153.5 155.3 156. 1 3.8 2.4 4,8 6.9 3.1 5.9
Nondurables less food and apparel ... 166.9 167.7 168.7 169. 8 1.7 2.0 8.1 7.1 1.9 7.6
Gasoline and motoroil. .......... 179.2 180. 4 182.7 184.0 | -12.3 -7.0 22.0 11.2 -9.7 16.5
Tobacco products . ............. 159.9 160, 4 161.0 162.9 12.4 2.8 -1.7 7.7 7.5 2.9
Alcoholic beverages . ........... 147.5 147. 6 148. 0 148.5 2.8 7.4 1.6 2.7 5.1 2.2
~Fueloilandcoal ............... 255,17 258.6 259.1 259, 6 -8.6 2.7 20.2 6.2 -3.1 13.0
Other nondurables? . 161.1 161. 8 162. 6 163. 6 8.0 5.2 4.3 6,4 6.6 5.3
Durable commodities ............. 155, 7 156. 3 156. 8 157.4 5.8 8.2 5.6 4.4 7.0 5.0
Household durables .. ........... 146.0 146.3 146.9 147. 7 5.7 2.8 .8 4.7 4,2 2.8
New automobiles . .............. 135.3 136.8 138.7 138.9 10.5 3.0 1.5 11. 1 6.7 6,2
Used automobiles  ............. 173.9 173.5 173.3 174, 8 11.1 43,0 13.4 2.1 26.0 7.6
Other durables . ............... 163.2 163.9 164.2 164.5 2.8 4.4 7.2 3.2 3.6 5.2
ServiCes ... ... 182.0 183.0 184. 0 184, 7 10. 4 6.5 7.4 6.1 8.4 6.7
Rent ... .. ... i 145.6 146. 3 147.0 147. 6 5.5 5.2 5.1 5.6 5.4 5.4
Services less rent . .......... ..o 188.5 189. 6 190. 7 191, 4 11.3 6.8 7.6 6.3 9.0 6.9
Household services lessrent .. ....... 200.5 201.3 201, 9 201. 6 9.6 5.7 7.5 2.2 7.6 4.8
Transportation services . ........... 175.5 177.5 179.1 180. 6 18.2 8.8 7.1 12.1 13.4 9.6
Medical care services .............. 199.0 200.2 201.7 204.7 |. 13.9 9.6 8.9 12.0 11.7 10. 4
Other ServiCes . o oo v ee e 162.3 163.3 164.1 165.0 6.9 5.4 6.7 6.8 6.2 6.7
Special indexes:
Allitems Tess food ™. . . ..o ovveevennnnn.. 168.9 170.0 170. 8 171. 6 4.8 6.5 7.2 6.5 5.7 6.9
Nondurable commodities! . ... ............ 170. 4 170.7 171.0 171.3 .2 2.4 5.3 2.1 1.3 3.7
Apparel commodities less footwear .. ....... 146.7 146.9 146. 6 146.9 3.1 2.8 8.3 .5 3.0 4.4
Services less medical care services' ......... 179.0 180.4 181, 3 181.9 9.2 4.7 7.5 6.6 6.9 7.1
Insurance and finance ............... 198.9 199.7 199.5 198.9 14.0 6.4 6.3 0 i0.1 3.1
Utilities and public transportation 173.8 175.7 177.1 177.9 3.7 8.4 9.8 9.8 6.0 9.8
Housekeeping and home maintenance service!. | 212.1 214, 0 215,2 216, 1 11.3 8.5 7.9 7.8 9.9 7.8
Appliances (including radioand TV} ....... 123,7 124.1 124.0 124, 3 4.7 5.4 1.0 2.0 5.0 1.5
Expenditure classes
Allitems ... s - - - - 4,4 4.9 6.0 4.3 4,6 5.1
Food ....... i 181.8 181.8 182.3 181.9 -2.6 2.7 2.7 .2 0 1.4
Housing ..ot 178, 4 179.5 180.1 180, 7 6.0 4.2 6.5 5.3 5.1 5.9
Shelter 1.2 ... ... ... 180, 6 181.5 182.0 182.1 4.4 3.0 7.7 3.4 3.7 5.5
Rent ....... ... iy 145, 6 146.3 147.0 147. 6 5.5 5.2 5.1 5.6 5.4 5.4
Homeownership ! 3. .............. 193, 4 194.4 194, 8 194, 8 3.9 2.1 8.3 2.9 3.0 5.6
Fuel and utilities® .. ................ 185. 0 186.8 188. 6 189.0 2.3 7.5 13.3 8.9 4.9 11.1
Gas and electricity . ............... 191. 4 193.8 196.3 196.5 6.5 9.9 15.1 11.1 8.2 13.1
Household furnishings and operation.... | 169.1 169.7 170.4 171.2 12.5 4,2 3.4 5.1 8.2 4.2
Apparel and upkeep.......... ... ... 149, 1 149.5 149. 4 150.0 4.0 4,2 7.3 2.4 4.1 4.8
Transportation. . ........ccoovuennan.. 167.5 169.7 170.7 171.4 7.0 8.0 11.0 9.6 7.5 10.3
Private .. ... i e 166.8 168. 6 170.0 170, 6 7.4 8.0 12.4 9.4 7.7 10.9
Public .. ... ... ... . i 174. 6 176.5 177.4 178. 1 .9 9.0 2.3 8.3 4.9 5.3
Health and recreation* ................ 164. 4 165.3 166.1 167.3 8.4 6.1 5.8 7.2 7.3 6.5
Medical care!...................... 186. 8 187.9 188.9 191, 3 13.3 8.8 9.5 10.0 11.0 9.8
Personalcare!. . .................... 161. 6 162.8 163.9 164. 8 9.2 4.9 7.0 8.2 7.0 7.6
Reading and recreation .............. 151.7 152.5 153.3 154.1 5.3 3.5 4,3 6.5 4.4 5.4
Other goods and services . ............ 153.5 153.7 154, 2 155.3 7.2 4.6 .8 4.8 5.9 2.8
Special indexes:
All items lessshelter! . ................... 169.7 170. 4 171. 0 171. 6 3.7 5.4 6.4 4,6 4.6 5.5
All items less medicalcare® ............... 171.1 171.7 172.4 172.7 3.2 4.6 6.6 3.8 3.9 5,2
All items less mortgage interest costs! .. .. ... 169.8 170. 4 171.1 171.7 4.0 5.4 6.6 4.6 4.7 5.6
CPl—domestically produced farm foods ' 5 . . 176.5 174. 8 174, 4 173.1 -2.0 -3.8 3.0 -7.5 -2.9 -2.4
CPl—selected beefcuts 1 &, .............. 164.1 163. 4 159. 4 160.5 | -15.7 -2.1 -10.0 -8.5 -9.2 -9.3
t Not seasonally adjusted. beverages, bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup and about half of the index
2 Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. weight for sugar.
?® Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance 6 Calculated from the CPI beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and
and repairs. beef liver.
* Also includes residential telephones, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage services
not shown separately. NOTE: Index applies to month as a whole, not to any specific date.

5 Calculated from the CP1 food at home component by excluding fish, nonalcoholic
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Table 3. CPl—food items, U.S. city average

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clericai workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to November 1976
Index .
from—- .
Item and group November 1976 November 1975 October 1976
Unadjusted sss;s:tzl(;y Unadjusted Unadjusted S:Sjs:.)sntzgy

Food ................ 181.1 181.9 0.7 -0.3 -0.2
Food away from home. 190, 0 189.2 6.0 .4 .3

Restaurant meals . . . . 188.9 (&) 6.1 .4 (&)
Snacks . ........ . 195.5 195.1 5.7 3 .4
FOOd at ROME .ot v v e e e et e e i . 178.9 180.0 -.6 -.4 -.4
< Cereals and bakery products . 179.9 179.7 -1.1 -.1 -.6
Flour .. e s 150, 3 150. 0 -7.5 -1.4 -2.5
Cracker Meal ... ..ottt e 222.1 223.0 -1.6 -4 -. 1
Corn flakes . 165.0 164.5 -.5 .1 -1.0
Rice........ 191.2 190.2 -10.2 -.5 -2.5

Bread, white.. .. ................oiiiin. . 162.4 ! 0 -1 (H
Bread, whoie wheat R 180.3 179.0 1.2 .1 -.6
Cookies ........... . 187.8 (&) 5.0 -2.3 H
Layer cake 186.2 185.1 -1.0 .7 -.4
Cinnamonrolls ........ 198.7 197.3 .4 1.9 1.2
Meats, poultry, and fish . 172. 0 173.2 -10.1 -1.6 -3
Meats............. 169.7 170. 6 -11.8 -1.7 -.1
Beef and veal . . . 159. 4 162.5 -9.1 .4 2.2
Steak, round . .. R 157.1 160. 8 -11.8 1.9 3.0
Steak, sirloin ...... . 156, 0 160. 3 -10.9 .3 3.2
Steak, porterhouse . 172.2 175.5 -9.3 -.5 2.0
Rumproast ........... ..., . 153.5 157.1 -10.9 .5 1.9
Rib roast . ... . 181.9 185.2 -9.1 -.2 2.0
ChUCK FOaSt o 4 vt e e e e e e e e 162.5 167.4 -11.5 1.4 4.0
Hamburger . . o et e 157. 6 160. 2 -5.5 .4 2.6
Beef liver . .. 121.9 121.5 -13.1 -1.8 -1.5
Veal cutlets . . 182.3 183.2 -4,3 -.2 .3
182.4 180. 6 -19.8 -4.9 -3.1
168, 4 168.7 -17.8 -2.5 .2
Loin roast .. 179. 6 180. 3 -19.2 -4.0 -.8
Sausage . ... 213.5 209.9 -17.0 -4.7 -2.9
Ham, whole . 183, 2 179.3 -16.9 -4.4 -7.0
Picnics .. ... 168.7 167.2 -20.7 -2.8 -1.2
Bacon ... 189.7 186. 2 -24.5 -8.5 -4.9
Othermeats . . ... ... it 174.5 173.6 -3.4 -1.2 -.6
Lamb chops . . 183.3 185.5 1.9 -7 -.6
Frankfurters ... 160.3 159. 2 -8.8 -1.5 -1
Ham,canned ..................... 200, 8 197, 4 -2.9 -1.2 -1.8
Bologna sausage 171. 6 170. 1 -5.1 -1.0 .2
Salamisausage .. ............c0iunn 166.8 164.8 -1.0 -.6 -1
Liverwusrt .. .o e 163,5 163. 0 -5.1 -2.6 -1.9
Poultry ... . e 144.5 145.8 -15.5 -3.2 -1.2
Fryingchicken................... 143, 7 146, 9 -18.2 -4.1 -1.3
Chickenbreasts .................. : 155, 6 158. 8 -8.1 -.9 2.2
Turkey. . 137.5 131. 6 -9.5 -1.0 -1.6

Fish oo 235.5 ()] 11.2 .5 (Y
Shrimp, frozen. .................. 231.2 (") 14.9 .1 )
Fish, fresh or frozen 263.8 ( 16.0 0 ()
Tuna fish, canned. ., . .............. 193.5 194.9 10,8 2.0 1.8
Sardines, canned . ............. 252.8 250.3 4,5 .2 -. 4
Dairy products. . ... u i e e, 171.7 171.2 5.5 -. 6 -1.4
Milk, fresh, grocery . ... .. .. 162.7 162,2 4,3 -.6 -1.7
Milk, fresh, skim 179.8 179.8 4.7 .1 -7
Milk, evaporated. . .. oo vvve sttt e 208. 6 ! 10.5 .6 (&3]
B CrBAM . .t i e e 160, 7 160. 1 4.8 -1.0 -1.3
Cheese, American process 200,7 200.3 4,4 -.9 -2.8
Butter ... 156.5 152.5 9.8 -1.6 -1.4
Fruits and vegetables . ... ........... 174.8 180. 6 3.6 -.4 -1.6
Fresh fruits and vegetables 170.7 181, 2 7.9 -7 -2.2
Fresh fruits ............ 166.9 174.9 14,5 .4 4.9
Applés ... . o 158. 1 181.7 23.2 4,1 7.9
Bananas ................. 148.8 154, 7 .4 -1.3 4.1
Oranges ............. 168, 4 161.5 6.2 -.5 2.3
Orange juice, fresh . . . .. 156.9 (h) 5.3 .1 ()
Grapefruit ........... 158. 6 172, 2 13.0 -19.6 L1
Grapes .............. 223,2 225.17 24.4 5.5 .6
Strawberries. ... ...... (3) (h) (%) (?) (@)
Watermelon .. ............. (?) (! (2) () (1)
Fresh vegetables.............. 173.9 186, 2 3.3 -1.6 -6.5
Potatoes............. 164. 6 185.2 -15.5 L2 -1.6
ONioNS . .. 148.9 164.0 -12.0 -2.7 -.8
ASPBFAGUS. .« v o et e (?) &) (%) (?) (&)
Cabbage............. 142, 1 150.1 -3.7 1.6 -7
Carrots.............. 177. 6 183.9 16.9 6.5 9.6
Celery .............. 172.4 169. 4 -16.7 2.5 -2.2
Cucumbers........... 137.0 170. 6 14,1 -2.8 1.6

Lettuce .......... 213.8 (*) 25.8 -15.8 M
Peppers, green ., . 157.0 170. 3 12.0 23.6 1.1
Spinach .......... 199.7 203, 6 4.9 -1.1 .4
TOMATOES. . .. 174.9 183.7 25.4 3.7 -11.6

See footnotes at end of table. o
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Table 3. CPI—food items, U.S. city average—Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

| Percent change to November 1976
ndex
from—
Item and group November 1976 November 1975 October 1976
Unadjusted Sg(i;isssntzlt? Unadjusted Unadjusted s,:s].ss;::y
Food—Continued
Food at home—Continued
Fruits and vegetables—Continued
Processed fruits and vegetables .. .............. ... ... ... 181.1 181.3 -1.7 0.1 -0.7
Fruit cocktail, canned ... .. ... ..oiiiiii 178.3 176.5 1.1 -.9 -1.7
Pears, Canned . .. ...t s 156.2 154.3 -3.8 -2 -.9
Pineappte-grapefruit drink, canned. . . .. ........ ... . ... 176.0 174.3 1.9 -.5 -6
Orange juice concentrate, frozen ........... ... ........ 150.8 (&) -3.2 -1.3 (&)
Lemonade concentrate, frozen .......... ... .. ... L. 183.9 182.8 -3.3 1.2 .4
Beets, CANMEd . . . oo v v v et et 189. 8 (&) 2.2 L2 (&)
Peas, green canned . . ... ...t e 161.1 159. 8 .8 .9 .4
TOMAtoES, CANNE « . ..o v v e eie e e 180.3 ) 1.2 .5 H
DFiRd DEaNS .« ..« et ee e e et 254.0 ") -11.9 -.5 )
Broccoli, frozem .. ..ot 161.0 (1) 4.1 .8 (1)
Other food at hOmME . . . .. ittt 197.3 196.9 7.8 1.1 1.4
BOgS . . i i 178.7 177.8 11.6 -.4 1.3
Fats and oils 175.7 172.8 ~6.1 .8 .2
Margarine 188.9 183.8 -9.4 - 4 -1.3
Salad dressing, 1talian. . ... ... 156.3 155. 8 1.9 2.0 1.2
Salad or cooking il .. ..o v i 182.7 179.1 -8.9 .8 .3
SUGAr and SWEBLS . . .« o v v ee i e 212.3 &) -6.9 -.5 &)
SUGAT « v v e ettt e e e e 182.3 ) -19.3 -6 Y
GRAPE JEIY & v oottt s 218.6 (&) -4,3 -7 (Y
ChOCOIatE DAr .+ oottt v e 228.9 &) -5.3 -.6 (&)
Syrup, chocolate flavored . ............. .. . ... 215.2 215.4 -.2 0 -1.5
Nonalcoholic beverages . .........o v 237.7 ) 26.4 3.0 &)
COFFBE + v v vt e et e s 289.9 (Y) 50,3 5.3 (")
Coffee, instant . . ... ...t 252.6 253.1 30.9 2.1 2.5
T SN 155.1 156.0 3.9 1.1 1.4
Carbonated drink, cola flavored . . . ..................... 195.5 (&) .5 -.3 (Y
Carbonated drink, fruit flavored. . . ........ ...t 200, 7 &3] .9 .3 (")
Prepared and partially prepared foods .. ............c.... ... 172.3 M 5.8 .8 (")
Bean Soup, CaNNEd . . . ... vurnt et e 209.2 ") 15, 8 -1 ()
Chickensoup,canned ..........vvuneeiiuninaenienn 142.1 141.8 6.8 2.5 2.0
Spaghetti, canned . ...... ...t 165.7 165.0 1.4 .9 .7
Mashed potatoes, instant .. ........coiiiiiiii i 159, 3 159.0 2.7 .3 .2
Potatoes, french fried, frozen .................... .. ... 182.7 180.9 5.9 .6 .4
Baby fOOS . ... .ot 172.5 () 7.0 .4 Q)
Sweetpicklerelish. . ... ... oo i 185.9 185.5 5.1 1.5 .5
PrEtzelS o vttt et e e s 160.5 161.1 0 .4 6
! Not available. 2 Priced only in season.

10
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100}

Percent change to
Indexes
Other November 1976 from—
{tem and group index -
base October November November Qctober-
1976 1976 1975 1976
HOUSING © oot ittt e e 180.1 180. 7 5.5 0.3
SREIEr . . e 182, 0 182.1 4,6 .1
Rent, residential. .. ..ot i e e 146.9 147.5 5.4 .4
Homeownership 2. . ..ot v e e e e 194.8 194. 8 4,3 0
Mortgage interest rateS. . . ... .v v vt 140.7 139.2 -3.3 -1.1
ProOperty TXES . . .. vvv e 168.5 169.7 3.8 .7
Property insurance premium .. ........ 148. 4 148.8 10.1 .3
Maintenance and repairs . ............ 204, 2 205,11 6.9 .4
Maintenance and repair commodities *. 170, 0 171, 0 4,9 .6
Exterior house paint ............ 164,5 166, 4 4,9 1.2
Interior NOUSE PaiNt . ..\ vnvvie e 152.9 154. 6 3.5 1.1
Maintenance and repair ServiCes . .. oo vvtin i 219.0 220.0 7.7 .5
Repainting living and dining
FOOMIS. + vt e e et e et aean et e s 231.2 232.8 7.4 .7
Reshingling house roof . .......... ... i 238.9 239.8 6.6 .4
ReSIAING MOUSE . « v cee ettt 207.1 208.0 8.4 .4
RepIaCing SINK .« vt et v 215.1 215.3 6.7 .1
Repairing furnace. . ... ..ot 213.1 214.2 8.5 .5
Fuel and Utilities . .o oo e s 186.5 188.2 7.9 .9
Fueloilandcoal ... ove i e 253.1 258, 0 4.7 1.9
Fuel 0il, NO. 2 ..o i it e 249.7 254.8 5.0 2.0
Gas and BlECEIICItY v oo v vt ittt 193.9 195,5 10. 6 .8
[T S R 207.8 212.0 15.7 2.0
ElOCtriCItY « ot vt eee e i e e 180. 8 180.2 5.4 -.3
Other utilities:
Residential telephone services . ........cocvvvvnennn. e 130.9 131, 5 2.3 .5
Residential water and sewerage
SBIVICES . « v v vt ves e sttt 195.1 195. 8 11,3 .4
Household furnishings and operation® ........ ... ..o iiinuns 170.9 171. 7 6.3 .5
Housefurnishings . . . ..o vver i iii e annenens 152.2 152.9 3.7 .5
B =T Y 151.5 152.3 5.7 .5
Sheets, full, flat .. .. ... o s 156. 8 157. 4 .3 .4
Curtains, tailored . ... ..o v e ie i i e 145, 2 146. 8 7.4 1.1
Bedspreads. .. o.v vt 151.7 153.8 5.6 1.4
Drapery fabrics .. .....covieini i 181.4 182.1 7.4 .4
Pillows, bed .. .. ... i e 132.4 133,8 9.4 1.1
Slipcovers and throws, ready-made ...................... 140. 6 139, 0 4.8 -1.1
Furnitureand bedding . .. ... oo e 152.9 154.3 2.9 .9
Bedroom furniture, chest and
o1 Mar. 70 135, 1 136.4 4,8 1.0
Sofas, upholstered .. ... ...ttt 141, 3 142. 6 1.5 .9
Cocktail tables. . ......ovunin it Dec. 71 131. 4 134.0 5.5 2.0
"DinNiNG roOM Chairs. . . oo ovi v iin e e Mar. 70 138.9 140. 2 4.9 .9
Recliners, upholstered .. ....... .. . i Dec. 71 112.2 113.2 1.4 9
Sofas, dUal PUMPOSE & .t e e e it 138. 4 139.0 .1 .4
Bedding, mattress and box springs.............coeoauanns June 70 135, 8 136. 8 4.5 .7
Aluminum folding €hairs . . ... vvoveeeeee et 5y (%) (%) (%)
CribS i e e e 155.9 157.5 4,2 1.0
FlOOr COVEFINGS .« .\t even i e enienneranenenreaennn 138.0 137.8 4.6 -.1
Broadloom Carpeting . ... v .o 125.6 125.3 4.0 -.2
Vinyl ShEet goodS. « . v v vv v v e arerr e 166.7 166.6 6.5 -.1
Vinyl floortile ... ..o e 167.1 167.3 4.8 .1
Appliances (excludingradioand TV}. ..o 137.2 137.7 4,7 .4
Washing machines, electric. ..........o it 143, 0 143.2 4,8 .1
VaCuum ClEaNEIS . ..o v v et e ee i iiii i 122.4 123.8 4.3 1.1
Refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers,
CIECEIIC .« v o v v et e et et a e e s 136. 6 136.9 3.7 .2
Ranges, free standing, gas or
BIBCEIC . v v e v v ee ettt ie e 140, 5 140, 4 5.1 -.1
Clothes dryers, @leCtric. . .. ... vvireiie i 151. 8 152.1 7.5 .2
Air conditioners, demountable. ........... ... oL (5) (®) () (5)
Room heaters, electric, portable . ...................oo0 131. 4 133.5 4.8 1.6
Garbage disposal UNits . .......... . i 135.9 136.0 4,1 .1
Other housefurnishings:
Dinnerware, finechina. .......... ... i 192.8 191. 9 7.3 -.5
Flatware, stainless steel . ... ..o iiiiiiniinannnns 181. 8 181, 9 .4 L1
Table lamps, withshade. .. ....... . i an . 148.5 147, 1 -.5 -.9
Lawn mowers, pOWer, rotary tyPe . «............oeonono.. 165, 1 5 (&) (%)
Electric drills, hand-held ........... ... ... ... i 128. 3 129.0 1.9 .5
Housekeeping supplies:
Laundry soaps and detergents .. ........... . ot 177.2 178.0 7.9 .5
Paper NapKinS, . ..o\ ot vttt e 222.8 224.6 5.4 .8
TOUEE HISSUE . .« . v e vt ae v s e e e e e e 243.9 248.7 16,0 2.0
Housekeeping services:
Domestic services, general
ROUSEBWOIK . . ittt e 214,7 214, 7 7.2 0
Baby SITIEr SEIVICES .. v v v v vttt 219.7 220,9 10.8 .5
POStAl Charges. . .. .ottt e s 225.6 225. 6 28.8 0
Laundry, flatwork, finished service ........ ... ... ... .. .. 207.7 209,2 9.4 .7
Licensed day care services, preschool
Child oo e 164.9 165.9 4.5 .6
Washing machine repairs .. ........ ... . i, 203.8 204.8 6.9 .5

See foonotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average— Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Indexes Percent change to
Other November 1976 frormr—
Item and group index
base October November November October
1976 1976 1975 1976
Apparel and UpKeep & .. ..t 150, 9 151.9 4,4 0.7
Apparel ComMOdIties. . .. oo erer e 149.2 150, 1 3.9 .6
Apparel commodities less footwear .. ...l 148.5 149.4 3.7 .6
MeN'sand BOYS « oo oot e S 150, 1 150. 8 4,1 .5
Men’s:
Topcoats and all-weathercoats . ...................n. 153.9 154, 0 4,5 .1
Suits, year round weight .......... .. 142.7 145. 0 2.2 1.6
SPOTtJACKELS + o v oo e e June 74 98.0 95.2 ~10.0 -2.9
Jackets, lightweight . . .......oo i 140.7 142. 4 4.8 1,2
Slacks, heavyweight . . . ... 121.9 119. 6 -.7 -1.9
Slacks, lightweight . .. ... 148.8 150.5 3.4 1.1
TrouSers, WOTK . v v vt v eer s ee i e ce e nrenn e nas 164. 0 165, 1 9.3 .7
SHIFtS, WOTK . o oot ie st et eiiies e 162.0 162.2 6.8 .1
Shirts, business ordress . .. ...t 137.0 138.4 7.3 1.0
YY1 T T 161.5 161.9 5.5 .2
SOCKS . v it e e s 135.4 137.4 4.6 1.5
Handkerchiefs . .. ...t 164.5 165.4 6.4 .5
Boys':
Coats, heavyweight . ... ..o 127.8 126.5 3.9 -1.0
Sport coats, wool or wool blends ..................... 129. 3 129.0 3.4 -.2
DUNGATEES .+ v« e v vrevsevns v rramnear e aeaes 195,17 196. 8 10,7 .6
[T T oY o ¢ 157. 7 158. 3 4.5 .4
Women’sand girls’ ... ...t e 146. 1 147.3 3.3 .8
Wormen's:
Coats, heavyweight ... ... ... ... iiiiiviinnns 163.3 165.9 6.6 1.6
Carcoats, heavyweight . .. ...ovveiiireviineeneennns 171.7 169.7 7.7 -2
SWERATEIS .o v\ ete e vt s 141.8 144.9 .6 2.2
Skirts, winter weight . ... ...... . i 160. 6 165.2 -3.8 2.9
Skirts, summer weight 141.5 ()] (") (")
BlOUSES. . oo vt e et annm e 145.6 148.5 7.8 2.0
Dresses, street, year round weight 151. 6 153.5 3.9 1.3
£ o T3 R R R 127.2 130.4 11. 4 2.5
PaNEIES . o o it 152.2 154. 1 8.2 1.2
Girdles . . ..ot e e e e 133.5 136.4 5.2 2,2
Brassieres . ... ovuevnv e snee iy 152.8 153.6 6.1 .5
Hose or panty hose, nylon ..........coovieiiiennann, 91.8 93.2 .8 1.5
Anklets or knee-lengthsocks .. ......... . .o, 137.0 138.1 4.2 .8
Gloves, fabric. .. ...... ..o i 127.7 129. 4 .9 1.3
Handbags . . ..o v it i e e s 174.5 175.2 1.0 .4
Girls":
RaINCOATS . o oot iea i an s eian e annns 143.7 141. 6 4,7 -1.5
Skirts, falland winter. ... . ... ..t 164.0 163.2 -.2 -.5
DIFESSES . « v v ae e e e et meae e e 138. 4 140. 2 6.1 1.3
Slacks, falland winter. . . ......oveieineianreanennan 177.0 174.4 2.3 -1.5
[ 1717 RN 138.8 139.8 7.7 .7
Handbags . . ..o oo v eeenie s 146, 0 145, 6 2.8 -.3
Other apparel commodities .. ..........coieeeereine e 155.5 156.4 4,5 .6
DIAPEIS + e vt ettt teee it i 196. 1 198. 8 9.9 1.4
Yard GOOMS. . oo vt e ae e e e e 162.9 165. 8 5,3 1.8
Wrist watches, men’sand women’s ....... ... .o 142.2 141.9 2.5 -.2
FOOWEAN .« o ottt s e eieet e ea s aa v raeasnrennranaeannsrs 152. 8 153.7 5.1 .6
Men's:
ShOBS, SLIEEL. . o v vttt ie e sttt iiae e 158.7 160.8 7.9 1.3
Shoes, work, high. . .. ..ot e e 174. 4 176.2 9.2 1.0
Women'’s:
SHOES, STTEET, PUMP « . o ottt evenaeseseceasinerssaannns 146. 1 147.8 4.4 1.2
Shoes, BVENING, PUMP . .o vviee et in e i anenanenes 137.3 137.9 2.7 .4
Shoes, CasUal . . vuv it it i e e i 155.4 155.7 4.8 .2
Houseslippers, scuff . . ... oo i 149.1 149.5 6.0 .3
Children’s:
Shoes, OXTOrd. .. . v v it 156.3 153.9 5.7 -1.5
Sneakers, boys’, oxfordtype . ............ .. o 148.9 150. 4 -.5 1.0
Dressshoes, girls’ . ... ..o e s 161.5 161.9 3.8 .2
Apparel services:
Dryeleaning . . v oo v e e 162.8 164. 4 6.5 1.0
Automatic laundry Service . . ... ... .. 145.0 147.0 6.0 1.4
Laundry, men’s shirts, ... .. ccunnnneen e, 168.7 169. 3 8.5 4
Tailoring Charges . . ..o v vn vt ene et e e 165.0 165.5 7.5 .3
SHOB TEPAITS . o o o vttt e i et e 151. 7 154. 7 7.5 2,0
TrANSPOTTAtION . « o o v vt vttt et a e e e 170.9 171. 4 8.9 .3
PriVate B i e e e 170.2 170. 6 9.3 .2
Automobiles, new 139.1 139.7 6.4 .4
Automobiles, used 179.9 179.0 16.5 -.5
Gasoline, regular, premium, and unleaded . .................... 182, 0 181.7 2.5 -.2
Motoroil ... e 161.0 161.7 2.9 .4
Tires L.t e i e 138.0 139.5 8.8 1.1
Auto repairs {mechanical) and maintenance® .................. 192.9 193.8 7.0 .5
AULO INSUFANCE PIEMIUMS . . . ..\ttt e e enrrrerneaanennn. 196. 1 199.0 23.5 1.5
Autoregistration fees . ... . ... ... ... 132.8 132.8 1.5 0
Parking fees, private and municipal .......... ... .. L 187.9 190.1 7.8 1.2
See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commicdities and services, U.S. city average—Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to

Indexes
Other November 1976 from—
Item and group index
base October November November October
1976 1976 1975 1976
Transportation-—Continued
PUBDIIC oot e e i e e 177.4 177. 6 5.2 0.1
Local transit fares. . .. .... it 175.7 175.8 3.2 1
TaxiCabh Fares . . o v vt e e 179.9 181.5 7.3 .9
Raitroad fares, coach .. ... ..o vvrr e 169.1 169.3 11.8 .1
Airplane fares, chieflycoach . ........ ... .. ... 177.7 177.7 9.6 0
Bus fares, iNtercity .. ......ooouinirinmnereoenne e eaias 203.6 203. 6 5.7 0
Health and reCreation. . . v oo e s nr v n e ens i nasns 166. 1 167.3 6.9 L7
Medical care 10 ... . e e 188.9 191.3 10. 4 1.3
Drugs and Prescriplions . ... .invan e 127.9 128.5 5.8 .5

OVer-the-CoUNTEr ItBIMS . ..o v vt v et eeee v ceees 141.4 142.1 6.4 .5
Multiple vitamin CONCENTrates . ... ...vvvveronneeirenns 106.2 106.9 2.5 .7
ASPIrin compounds .. ... s 140. 6 141, 0 3.8 .3
LiGUid tONICS « - oot e e 121.4 121.7 2.7 .2
Adhesive bandages, packages . .. ... ...t 189.2 191.0 11.8 1.0
Cold tablets Or capsules . . .. .ot ee s 132.9 133. 6 6.2 .5
COUGN SYTUD. « + v v et ve i e e 148, 8 149, 4 7.9 .4

PEESCIIPTIONS 4 4o vveeeer s e e e e s as v 116, 6 117.1 5.2 .4
Anti-infectives 73.2 73.6 2.6 .5
Sedative and hypnotics. . ... oo e e e 166, 2 167.5 6.6 .8
ALATACTICS. & o v v v e e et et et e e n e 115.7 116.1 8.3 .3
AntispasmodiCs .. ... 139.3 140.3 7.8 .7
Cough preparations 184.9 185,5 9.4 .3
Cardiovasculars and antihypertensives . . ................. 121. 6 122, 0 2.6 3
Analgesics, internal . ....... .. o 121.0 120.8 .2 -2
HOMITOMES v vt e vttt e i e e aeen e ee e eaaneonnns 111.9 112, 1 6.0 .2

Professional services:

Physicians’ feeS. . . ..o vt it ii i 193.1 194.9 10.7 .9
General physician, office visits. .. ........ ..o 198.8 201.1 11.1 1.2
General physician, house Visits. . .. ... ..ot 193.5 195, 4 10.5 1.0
ObSTELriCal CASES. < v v v v e en e ieeriarm e 197.8 198. 6 13.7 .4
Pediatric care, office visits ... ... it 195. 8 198.5 10.7 1.4
Psychiatrist, office visits. .. ...... .o i 165.8 166.5 4.9 .4
Herniorrhapy, adult . ... ... 174. 6 175.9 11.8 .7
Tonsillectomy and adenoidectomy . .......c...veeeennnes 183. 6 184.2 9.1 .3

DENtIStS TEES + v v v ettt ie e 175.6 176.6 6.5 .6
Fillings, adult, amalgam, one surface .. .................. 180, 4 181.8 6.6 .8
Extractions, adult . .........coueiietiiiin s 176.0 176, 8 7.1 .5
Dentures, FUlUPPEr. . . it e e 165.3 165.8 5.9 .3

Other professional services:

Examination, prescription, and dispensing
Of @yeglasses. .. ...ttt 161.1 161.8 5.8 .4
Routine laboratory tests ..........c.ceoveerennrnrenn.es 164, 0 163, 7 6.5 -.2
Hospital service charges . . .....oovvintvereer i Jan. 72 152.5 153.8 11. 8 .9

Semiprivate rOOMS . . .. ..o vttt 276.6 279.3 13.0 1.0

Operating roOM Charges . . . ... voovvin e err oo renes 285.2 287.5 15.3 .8

X-ray, diagnostic series, upper Gi............ ... 179.4 179.9 11.3 .3

LabOratOry TESTS. . . oo v v s e e e v s r e Jan. 72 142.7 143.5 8.7 .6

ANTINFECLIVES « vt e it e et i s Jan. 72 123.8 126.2 11,0 1.9

Tranguilizers . .. ..o oo oo Jdan. 72 130, 2 131.4 6.4 .9

Electrocardiogram .. .. ....covereernunann s ns e Jan. 72 138.5 139.1 8.9 .4

INtravenous sOJUTION ... ... iie it ii e en e Jan. 72 147.1 148, 2 12.3 .7

Physical therapy. .. ...c.oooveineenii i Jan. 72 154.4 154.3 10.2 -1

Oxygen, inhalation therapy ...t Jan. 72 133.5 133.7 6.5 L1

PerSONEAl CAIE . . vttt et ae e s 163.9 164.8 7.3 .5
Toilet goods 161.0 162.0 6.0 .6

Toothpaste, standard dentifrice . ... ....oovvenenens 140.5 141, 6 4.4 .8

Toilet soap, hard-milled ... ... ... o 192.1 193.3 -1.2 .6

HANA JOLIONS © . v vt ettt et e s et 166.7 167.5 6.6 .5

ShaviNG CreamL . . ..ottt e 138.0 138. 6 7.7 .4

Face POWAET . ...t iiiiiii i in e enas e nans 171.7 173.3 11.5 .9

DEOTOTANTS & v v vt et e ear e tee et s 122.3 123.0 6.2 .6

Cleansing tiSSUBS .. .. uvvuv v iiinenaeeas s cinaess 220, 4 222.4 9.4 .9

Home permanent wave Kits ... .......ouveeeecnmnnsensnn 130.9 130. 6 5.6 -2

Personal Care SErVICES . . .o v ' ve v venine e 166.8 167. 6 8.6 .5

Men's hairCUS .. . v\ ittt e e eimiam o 167.7 168, 3 7.7 .4

Beauty shop services 166.2 167.2 9.4 .6
Women's haircuts 195.2 197.5 16.9 1.2
Shampoo and wave sets, plain ... ....ovviraneneaine... 165.7 166.3 7.4 .4
Permanent waves, cold . . ... ...vveiiriir e 137.8 138.5 4.8 .5

Readingandrecreation "' .. ... L e 153.5 154.1 4.8 .4
Recreational GOOdS. .. . ...\ vttt e 128.4 128.7 3.1 .2

TV sets, portable and console ... ......c..oeoeerreeinroennn 102. 6 103.0 0 .4

TV replacementtubes .. ... ... iiiv i 166.9 167.2 5.0 .2

Radios, portable and table models . ..........couviieenns 105. 0 105. 6 1.2 .6

Tape recorders, portable .. ........c...ocuieraneaiian 96.5 96.0 .7 -.5

Phonograph records, stereophonic . ...« .c.ovvviiiee i aaann 124, 0 123.9 0 -.1

Movie Cameras, MM . .. ... ...veuriuriun e 95.5 95.7 2.0 .2

Film, 35mm, color. ... ... ... 128.2 128.0 7.5 -2

Golfballs ... e 104.0 103.9 -.3 -.1

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S, city average— Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Other Indexes Percent change to
- November 1976 from—
Item and group index
base October November November October
1976 1976 1975 1976
Health and recreation—Continued
Reading and recreation—Continued
Recreational goods—Continued
Basketballs, rubber orvinylcover . ...... ... ... .. ... . ..., 147.8 146.5 -0.4 -0.9
Fishing rods, fresh-water spincasting 124.8 125.0 2.0 .2
Bowlingballs ........................ 131.9 132. 4 4.5 L4
Bicycles, boys' . ... .. 146, 7 146. 7 2.4 0
Tricycles ... ..o s 152.1 152.9 5.4 .5
Dog food, cannedorboxed .. ... ... ... ... ... .. 175.7 177.9 5.8 1.3
Recreational services .. ............ .l 157.7 158.0 4.8 .2
Indoor movie admissions 180.0 179. 6 4.5 - 2
Adult . . e 174.0 173.1 3,4 -.5
Children’s. ... .o 197.0 197.8 7.2 .4
Drive-in movie admissions 183.8 183.0 5.4 -. 4
Bowling fees, evening. . ................... 149, 0 151.1 5,5 1.4
Golf greenfees. ................ D 167.2 ) (M (@]
TVrepair oo oove i 108. 8 109.0 3.1 .2
Filmdeveloping. . ...t 123.7 123.8 -.2 .1
Reading and education:
Newspapers, street sale and delivery. . .. ................... 183.4 185, 2 4.5 1.0
Magazines, single copy and subscription 188.0 188.0 10.3 0
Piano lessons, beginner 148. 4 149, 3 5.4 .6
Other goods and services . . .. 154. 4 155.3 4.3 .6
Tobacco products ... ............. 161.0 162.7 5.1 1.1
Cigarettes, nonfilter tip, regularsize................ ... .... 163.1 165.0 5.0 1.2
Cigarettes, filter tip, kKingsize. . ..o, 163.6 165.3 5.3 1.0
Cigars, domestic, regularsize .. ................ R 131.4 132. 6 5.5 .9
Alcoholicbeverages . .. ..........oiiiiineinans A 148. 3 148. 6 3.6 .2
Beer,athome ......... ... .. it 144.8 145. 4 3.3 .4
Whiskey, spirit blended and straight bourbon RN 116.5 116.0 1.0 -. 4
Wine, dessertandtable. . ....... ... ... . ... Cee 158.2 158.9 2.4 .4
Beer,away fromhome. ........... . . i 168. 4 168.5 5.1 .1
Financial and miscellaneous personal expenses:
Funeral services, adult . ... .. .. ... .. .. i 151, 1 151.5 3.6 .3
Bank service charges, checking account . .. 130.1 131. 6 8.0 1.2
Legal services, short formwill ........................ ... 201.9 203.0 5.1 .5
t Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. 7 Not available.
2 Also includes home purchase costs not shown separately. & Also includes storage batteries and drivers’ license fees not shown separately.
3 Also includes pine shelving, furnace filter, packaged dry cement mix, and shrubbery ? Includes prices for water pump replacement, motor tune-up, automatic trans-
not shown separately. tission repair, front-end alignment, and chassis lubrication; does not include prices for
4 Also includes window shades, nails, carpet sweepers, air deodorizers, steel wool auto body repairs. In the CPI this component represents consumers’ direct, out-of-
scouring pads, envelopes, reupholstering, and moving expenses. pocket expenses for automobile repairs and maintenance.
5 Priced only in season. 12 Also includes health insurance not shown separately.
& Also includes men’s sport shirts, women’s and girls’ lightweight coats, women’s  '! Also includes outboard motors, nondurable toys, college tuition fees, paperback
slacks, bathing suits, girls’ shorts, earrings, and zippers not shown separately. books, and college textbooks, not shown separately.

14

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Table 5. CPl—selected areas, all items index

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)

Prici indexes
Area! "eing Percent change from:
h 2 .
schedule® | 1967-100 | 1957.50=100|  Other
ases
November August October
November 1976 1975 1976 1976
US. City @VBrage .. .. ittt e e M 173.8 202.1 5.0 1.1 0.3
ChiCAgO .« o . v it M 168, 5 191, 4 4,9 1.1 .2
Detroit ... ... M 172.5 198. 2 5.2 1.6 .6
Los Angeles—Long Beach M 172.1 202.4 5.9 1.4 .3
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J . ... ............... N M 179. 0 213.0 4.4 .8 0
Philadelphia. . ... oo M 175. 6 205.1 4.2 1.4 .3
October July
October 1976 1975 1976
BOSTOM &\ ottt ettt e 1 176.1 210.9 6.9 0.5
Houston. ... ovve e 1 182.0 208.2 7.9 2.6
Minneapolis—St. Paul e 1 173.4 201.0 5.1 1.0
Pittsburgh. ... .. 1 170.9 196.5 5.0 1.4
November August
November 1976 1975 1976
BUFFRIO. . .o et 2 173.8 *191.0 4.8 1.0
Cleveland . 2 173,0 195, 3 5.2 1.4
Dallas. ... .. 2 171.7 3185, 6 5.7 1.6
Milwaukee . . 2 170.5 192.5 5.6 .8
San Diego. . . 2 173.9 4182.8 5.5 1.0
SEALLIE - .ot 2 167.9 197.3 5.1 1.3
Washington . .. .. ouu it 2 174.7 203.5 5.7 1.0
September June
September 1976 1975 1976
ALANTA. « .t e 3 171. 6 197.3 4.2 1.8
Baltimore. . ... 3 176.5 204.9 5.3 1.6
Cincinnati ......... .. i 3 172.1 195, 4 5.0 1.3
Honolulu ..o 3 164.0 5176.8 4.1 1.0
Kansas City .. v.ovvniia e 3 168.7 200, 2 5.3 1.7
St LOUIS oL 3 167.1 195, 2 5.2 1.2
San Francisco—Oakland 3 169.9 202.2 5.2 1.8
' Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- 2 — February, May, August, and November.
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago which have more 3 — March, June, September, and December.
extensive Standard Consolidated Areas. Area definitions were established for the 1960 * November 1963=100.
Census and exclude revisions made since 1960. ¢ February 1965=100.
2 Foods, fuels, and several other items priced every month in all cities; most other 5 December 1963=100.
goods and services priced as indicated:
M — Every month. NOTE: Price changes within areas are found in the Consumer Price Index; differences
1 — January, April, July, and October. in living costs among areas are found in family budgets.

Table 6. CPl—areas ' priced monthly, by expenditure class, percent change from October 1976 to November 1976

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

u.s. New York—
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit Lfs Angeles— Northeastern Philadelphia
ong Beach

average New Jersey
Al M. L o e e 0.3 0.2 0.6 0.3 0 0.3
FOOd ottt s -.3 -7 .7 5 -.5 -.2
HOUSING « oo v e e e e e e e .3 1 .6 1 .1 5
Apparel and upkeep........ .7 4 -.3 1 .5 4
Transportation. . .......... .3 1.0 1.3 .2 0 2
Health and recreation .7 9 .8 1.0 .5 4
Medical care............ 1.3 8 1.6 1.3 1.5 7

Personal care. ., ......... .5 () (?) (2) (%) (?)
Reading and recreation . ...............c..cevininenanen.n .4 .5 .3 1.1 -2 3
Other goods and SerVICes . ... ..o ere e e .6 1.1 .6 8 2 2
' See footnote 1, table 5. ? Not avaitable.
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Table 7. CPl—selected areas’, by expenditure class

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)

UA.S. . Los Angeles— New York—
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit Lon Bgea ch Northeastern Philadelphia
average 9 New Jersey

Indexes, November 1976

AlLIEMS .o i e et e e e e 173.8 168.5 172.5 172.1 179.0 175.6
|22+ [ 181.1 180.7 175.8 174. 6 185.5 186. 4
Foodathome .......ocviiiiiinnnnnen e, 178.9 179.1 172.6 172. 6 185.0 182.9
Cereals and bakery products . .........coveeereniinn.s 179.9 178.7 189.2 177.8 182.8 188.9
Meats, poultry, and fish . ...t 172.0 174, 4 164.0 169, 8 174.1 177.5
Dairy ProdUCTS . . v v oo cv v insae e iaena s edeaeaans 171.7 163.3 169. 3 157, 2 173, 2 172.9
Fruitsandvegetables . .. ... o ienieiiiii 174.8 185.2 158.1 167.9 192.7 177.0
Otherfoodathome . .......vvviniirnneennennvenans 197.3 197.1 192. 2 188.2 208.5 201, 8
Food away from home. ... ... iiinnirrnnrenernnn s 190.0 186.7 190.1 180. 1 187.5 201.1
Housing................ou.un e 180.7 165.1 177.7 181.2 184.5 183.8
Shelter 182.1 165.5 181. 4 188.8 183.0 192.9
Rent, residential. . . . ... vnneeneeneenaearanie s 147.5 138.9 (* 148.2 (%) 159. 6
HOMEOWNETShiP . « - vt v v et v eiiiase e annaanees 194.8 177.4 188.9 201.5 196.3 201.5

Fuel andutilities .. ......... . o iiiiannias 188.2 165.7 190.3 161.7 208.4 180. 2
Fuetoilandcoal, .. ...couvunnnin i ciiinnenes 258.0 247.1 257.9 - 266.3 252.4
Gasandelectricity ... ... oo it nr it 195.5 172.0 205.5 186. 8 230.9 179.7
Household furnishings and operation. ............c.oooouu.. 171.7 163.1 158. 0 164.1 174. 6 169.5
Apparel and UPKEED . . <\ vveerrtrarsrvnannnrannieannanan 151.9 141.8 144.5 141.7 149.3 143.2
Men'sand BOYS’ ... uvvvvvrteaee i 150.8 132.3 154. 6 137.9 138.6 148.0
WOmen's and Girls . ..o vveevrne e rnnn e aeaas 147.3 138.8 129.5 134.8 147.8 127.7
Footwear .. ......ccouieiiiiiininnernenrraoanasranasns 153.7 147.4 149.1 146. 6 150,2 152.3
Transportation. . .. .vvv v e i v ssananacanennanersainars 171. 4 175.5 166.5 175.5 189.7 170.3
L 177 | (- I 170. 6 174.6 166.2 177.1 179. 6 173.2
PUBLIC. o ot e et s 177.6 181.0 170.0 144.5 228.4 E 153.2
Health and recreation ... ........ceoueeneensoeeneorsoennn 167.3 168.8 177.8 164.8 174.0 171. 8
Medical CAME. . . v v v v et ceiiiee s e 191.3 195.8 217.4 194, 4 207.1 208,2
PErSONAl CAre .« .. vv v eeeevneanernnenneansianns 164.8 () (®) (%) 169.7 (3)
Reading and recreation N 154.1 154.5 154, 7 142. 6 159, 0 153. 4
Other goods and SEIVICES . .. ... oo crvneeenennneinnannnes 155.3 158.8 159.2 155.8 160.0 157.3

Percent changes, August 1976 to November 1976

All items,

.............................................. 1.1 1.1 1.6 1.4 0.8 1.4

FOOO &+ttt it st eaee e e e ne e aanaaaanaas -7 -.9 -2 -.2 -.6 -.2
FOOd AU ROME & .o vv et tieeeveeeenaeenaneanenanaannns -l1.2 -1.4 -5 -7 -1.0 -.6
Cereals and bakery products. . ... ......uvevnreeerannnn -2 -1.1 2.5 -.3 -.3 4,0
Meats, poultry,and fish. . ........ i, -5.2 -4.9 -5.7 -3.7 -3.8 -4.5
Dairy Products. ..o ovvrrrer et es s aiara e 1.6 .1 3.9 0 .7 1.5
Fruitsandvegetables ... .........covvvninirnnennannnn -2.0 -1.3 ~1.2 .9 -1.4 -1.6
Otherfoodathome . ... ..voiiiiiniiinviinninaans 2.7 3.5 4.2 1.5 2.1 2.2
Food away fromhome ............cuvuivnnvnnnnnnnrnnn 1.2 .8 .8 1.4 .8 1.1

L LT T P PN 1.3 1.0 2,2 1.9 .9 2.5
SREIEOT & o v e ettt e e .8 1.0 2.1 2.2 .6 2.2
Rent, residential ... .. .....ueevneenerananenieaneninin 1.3 3.2 (2) 31.2 (2) 31.5
HOmeownership . ........cvveirunvennnnnierinnnann I .7 1.1 2.4 2.2 .6 2.2

Fuel and utilities . ... .covueeniin i iiar e 2.4 -.4 2.8 .1 1.5 2.8
Fueloilandcoal. . ....ovvur i it ceenann 3,5 2.9 4,2 - 3.5 5.8
Gasandelectricity . .. .. .co.vntn i 2.7 -1.5 2,2 .1 1.1 -1.1
Household furnishings and operation . . . ...........coveen.. 1.5 1.6 2.2 1.5 1.6 3.0
Apparel and upKeep. . . ... vt e e 2.6 2.0 2.0 1.1 1.6 3.1
Men'sandboys! . ... ... i 2.2 1.8 1.0 1.0 -.9 2.4
Women'sand girls’ ... ... . i e 3.6 1.5 2.2 1.0 3.0 5.5
FOOTWEAN « v v v e v ettt a it a e aa s 1.8 3.4 3.3 .7 1.1 .3
TranSPOrtatioN . . . oo vt iitae st 1.7 2.9 2.7 1.7 1.8 1.2
L 177 ) - 1.7 2.1 3.0 1.7 2.3 1.3
PUBIIC. c ot vt e e e e e e 1.7 8.1 .4 1.3 .4 .4
Health and reCreation . ... .....eoureeevnnnennennerneeans 1.8 2.1 1.8 2.0 1.5 1.5
MeEdiCal CAIB. . . v e v v e e e eeeeieeae e etaeee e 2.4 2.4 2.1 2.3 2.3 2.0
PErsOnal CAIE . . . vt v e ettt et et e e 2.0 4.1 .1 2.3 .7 3.5
Reading and recreation. . .. 1.8 1.9 2.5 1.4 2.0 1.1
Other goods and ServiCes .. ... .oueni et annaeerinas 1.0 1.1 1.4 2.1 .4 .4

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 7. CPl—selected areas’, by expenditure class—Continued

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)

Expenditure class Buffalo Cleveland Dallas Milwaukee Dsiz:;o Seattle Washington
Indexes, November 1976

ATTEBIMS .« ottt et ettt 173.8 173.0 171.7 170.5 173.9 167.9 174.7
FOOd .ot e 178.5 187.7 177.7 181.5 180.3 177.3 187.8
Foodathome. ............ i i 176.0 187.5 172. 6 1797 170. 2 176.2 182.6
Cereals and bakery products .. ........ooeviineevenennnn 182.5 188. 6 175.3 179.3 168.5 178.7 183.8
Meats, poultry, and fish. ......... ... . it 170, 3 175.5 163.2 172.9 170.2 176. 6 166.0
Dairy Products. . ..o et e s 169.8 182. 8 164.7 178. 6 160. 3 171.0 162.4
Fruitsand vegetables . .. .........ovueiiirnneneennnnn 167.5 172.1 165. 6 181.0 169.2 159.5 190.9
Other foodathome.......c.vvviiverenirnnreenans 191.9 220.6 192.7 190. 2 179.7 191. 4 214. 4
Food away fromhome. . ...... ... ... ..o 192. 8 189.4 196.2 188.1 205.7 181.0 200.9
HOUSING . .. oot e e e i 182.9 169. 4 174.8 169.1 189.4 177.9 177. 6
Shelter. . ... e e e 171.5 164.0 176.5 164.1 208.7 184.5 176.2
Rent, residential. .. ....... ... .o i 152, 3 134.0 132, 0 146.8 161.4 145. 6 152.8
Homeownership. . ... i i i iiien i 175.0 169.2 196, 4 169.5 228.3 195. 9 189.6
Fuelandutifities ...........coviiit i anennuans 235.9 202.5 180.9 193. 6 154, 0 170.3 190, 2
Fueloilandcoal ........... i 260,0 - - 265. 1 - 241.3 268.6

Gas and electricity 247.6 213,2 212, 4 208.1 172.2 137.2 211.5
Household furnishings and operation. .. ................... 175.5 168, 2 167.2 165.7 157.2 167.1 174.5
Appare! and UPKEeP . . .. oot i it i s 165.9 153. 3 148.4 165.7 144. 6 149.2 151. 7
Men'sand boys’ . ...ttt i e 207.9 149.0 150. 1 162.5 147.9 148.5 152.5
Women'sand girls' . ..... ...t i 148.5 155, 2 136.7 170. 4 135.8 142. 2 139.6
FOOIWEAr . ..t o i iv it i iir it e s ananenns 154, 8 145. 6 151.1 164.9 141.2 149. 5 155.8
TransSPOrtation. . . .o vve vt e iin e 166.9 165, 7 177.8 168.5 169. 3 151.0 166. 4
Lo - (- 167.3 173.7 178.6 166.3 171.2 156.0 166.5
Public ... .. e 161.1 114. 4 167.3 194.3 135.9 122.1 166.2
Health and recreation .............coueiiniinvrnnrnnrnnnnn 161, 7 178.9 168.3 164.2 159.8 159.3 173.0
Medical Care. . ... ittt i e, 171.7 206.1 185.0 188.7 184.3 181.3 205.1
PErSONAI CAME . . . oot i et itens et nian et anar e 166.8 180.9 169.4 164.5 156. 2 165.9 159. 6
Reading and recreation ...............c.vuvrirnnania.n 153, 0 158.6 157.9 155.3 144.7 151. 2 150.1
Other goods and Services . . .........ovvvr v rnnannnss 157.2 168. 6 152. 4 151. 8 149, 4 144.5 174.2

Percent changes, October 1976 to November 1976

Al emMS .. e e e 1.0 1.4 1.6 0.8 1.0 1.3 1.0
Food ... i i e -1.0 .7 -.3 -.5 -.3 .3 -1.1
Foodathome ... ...ouiiiiiiii it an i anns -1.8 .5 -1.0 -.8 -1.4 .1 -1.8
Cereals and bakery products ................0iuinannn -2.8 .1 2.8 -.9 -2.3 1.0 .5
Meats, poultry, andfish................... ...t -5.8 -5.3 -6.8 -5.6 -5.1 -4.8 -7.4
Dairy ProdUCES. .o v v v tiee s e et .9 6.5 2.4 1.8 .1 3.3 1.8
Fruitsand vegetables . . .. .......couvuivrnnnneeunes.nn -1.8 -1.2 -2.5 .6 3.9 2.6 -1.3
Otherfoodathome...........coviviiinnnennins 3.0 6.8 . 3.9 3.5 .4 2.5 2.4
Food away fromhome ..............oiiiininnnnrinnnnn 3.2 1.6 1.9 .4 2.1 .9 .3
HoUuSING . ..ottt e e 1.0 1.2 1.9 1.3 1.8 1.6 1.8
Shelter. .. .o e e e .8 -1.1 .9 .4 2.0 1.1 .3
Rent, residential ........ ... iiiinr i 1.5 1.9 1.5 1.4 1.2 2.3 1.8
Homeownership. .. .....coviiiiinnneiiiananens .7 -1.5 .7 .2 2.2 .8 -.5
Fuel andutilities . ....... ...t .9 10.2 7.1 3.5 .2 1.9 9.9
Fueloiland coal ........cooveriiinenneniiieenaans 4.6 - - 2.8 - 2.4 5.5
Gasand electriCity . ... vo ittt .9 13.0 11.6 4.9 .3 3.5 16.9
Household furnishings and operation. . .. .................. 1.6 3.4 1.4 1.7 2,3 2.8 1.7
Apparel and upkeep. . ... ..o i i e 2.9 3.0 1.8 1.5 -.5 1.3 1.1
Men'sand boys’ . ... ... e 3.4 -.2 .8 1.1 -1.5 3.8 1.3
Women'sand girls’ .. ..ot 3.1 5.4 2.9 1.5 -1.7 - .7 .1
FOOTWEAN . .\ ot v ete it e it et e en s 3.5 1.6 2.1 1.7 1.0 -.8 .6
TraNSPOTTAtION . . oot v eva s eeaae et ene st e e 1.7 1.2 2.5 8 1.6 .9 .4
Private ... i i e i e 1.9 1.2 2.7 8 1.7 .9 .4
PUblic. ..o e e s .5 1.0 .5 1 .6 .9 .4
Health and recreation. . ... ... ever it er i nennsnn 2.2 2.1 2.5 1.6 1.3 2.1 2.2
Medical care .9 2.0 3.2 1.8 1.8 3.3 2.9
Personal care .7 1.9 2.1 .7 2.2 2.3 2.1
Readingand recreation . ...........vovieriiiiniiinnna.. 3.3 2.1 1.5 1.4 .2 2.4 2.3
Other goods and SErVICES . . .. o v vt it e 3.5 2.1 2.4 2.0 1.2 .2 1.1
1 See footnote 1, table 5. 3 Change from September 1976.
2 Not available.
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Table 8. CPlI—food groups, selected areas

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
Food at home
Cereals Othe Food
' Total Meats, . Fruits i away
Area food Total and poultry, Dairy and foods from
bakery and fish products vegetables at home
products heme
Indexes
US.cityaverage ...........ooviivninnn... 181.1 178.9 179.9 172.0 171. 7 174.8 197.3 190. 0
Atlanta ... ... ... .o i e 186.0 185.8 190. 6 175, 3 187.1 187.1 195, 7 186.5
Baltimore ............. .. ciiiiiie 183.7 180.8 173.7 175.5 170.7 178.7 202.5 195.3
BOoStON ... e 182.2 179.3 182.8 173.5 167.7 174.7 200, 4 193.1
Buffalo...... ... 178.5 176.0 182.5 170. 3 169. 8 167.5 191.9 192.8
Chicago ..ottt iien i 180.7 179.1 178.7 174. 4 163.3 185.2 197.1 186.7
Cincinnati .........cco i 185.7 187.3 191, 9 178.1 176. 8 185.4 209, 4 179.7
Cleveland ... ... ... ... it 187.7 187.5 188. 6 175.5 182.8 172.1 220.6 189.4
Dallas ..ottt 177.7 172.6 175.3 163. 2 164, 7 165. 6 192.7 196. 2
Detroit .........cci it 175.8 172.6 189.2 164.0 169. 3 158.1 192, 2 “190.1
Honolulu .... oo oo e e et e ins 184.0 179.9 172.7 180.8 183. 6 181.2 181, 2 195.9
HOUStON ..\ttt ettt et 187.4 181.0 175.3 177.2 183. 6 179. 7 189.3 209.9
Kansas City .....oviiint e iiiinnnnen 180.9 177. 6 177.3 168.2 178.3 167.0 197.7 191. 4
Los Angeles—LongBeach ................. 174. 6 172. 6 177.8 169.8 157, 2 167.9 188, 2 180.1
Milwaukee . ..........ciiiii i 181.5 179.7 179.3 172.9 178. 6 181.0 190.2 188.1
Minneapolis—St. Paul ..................... 186.4 181.0 188.2 172.7 187.1 167.5 192, 7 209, 8
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J ... .......cccouv... 185.5 185.0 182.8 174, 1 173.2 192.7 208.5 187.5
Philadelphia ...............coiiiunnnian. 186.4 182.9 188.9 177.5 172.9 177.0 201,8 201.1
Pittsburgh .........coviiiiii i 181.2 177.9 184.1 175.7 160.7 174.5 192, 7 201.1
SL LOUIS &ttt et e e e e 170. 1 178.8 184.7 166.2 175.4 176.3 199.1 186.0
SanDiego ...........cc. i i, 180.3 170. 2 168, 5 170.2 160. 3 169.2 179.7 205.7
San Francisco—Oakland . .........coouvin.. 174.0 175.3 172.4 174.1 161. 4 169.8 194.3 169.7
SEATHIE it 177.3 176. 2 178. 7 176. 6 171.0 159.5 191. 4 181.0
Washington .......... .. .. iiiiininnnenn, 187.8 182. 6 183.8 166.0 162. 4 190.9 214. 4 200.9
Percent changes October 1976 to November 1976
US.cityaverage .............ccovuuneenn, -0.3 -0.4 -0.1 -1.6 -0.6 -0.4 1.1 0.4
Atlanta ......... ... i i i -.8 -1.1 .7 -3.3 -.3 -1.7 .7 .1
Baltimore ................ .. i, -.1 -.2 -1.0 -1.2 1.6 .7 0 .6
BOStON ... e e -.5 -7 -.4 -1.4 -1.4 2.4 2.0 .2
Buffalo ........... ... . i, .6 .3 2.6 -1.0 -.4 1.8 4 2.0
Chicago .........coviiiii i -7 -.9 -1.8 -1.3 -2.0 1.1 -2 .1
Cincinnati = ..o v e -.6 -.9 .5 -2.2 -.2 -2.2 .9 .5
Cleveland ........ ... ... ., .2 .1 -.8 -.2 -3.2 -.3 3.2 .7
Dallas ........ oot iiiiiii i .2 .1 .5 -.9 .2 -1.8 2.1 .7
Detroit ...... ..ot .7 .9 2.3 -.4 .5 1.2 1.9 0
Honotulu ............ ... . ..., .7 .6 -1.2 .6 -.2 1.3 1.9 .9
HoustoNn. .. .ovv i e -1.3 -1.8 .4 -4,2 -.8 -3.3 .4 .5
KansasCity ... .oovvviii i, -.6 -1.1 -.3 -3.3 -.1 -3.3 1.9 1.0
Los Angeles—Long Beach .................. .5 .4 1.5 -7 -.2 .5 1.5 .8
Milwaukee ... ..ovve e -2 -4 -1.4 -2.8 -.3 3.1 1.3 (2}
Minneapolis—St. Paul ..................... -.5 -.8 -2.5 -2.1 -.6 .1 1.0 .3
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J . .................. -.5 -.8 -1.3 -1.6 -1.3 .2 .5 .4
Philadelphia ......... ... .. .. ..o, -2 -.2 1.8 -1.1 -1.0 -1.4 1.3 .1
Pittsburgh .......... ... .. oo, -.4 -.5 -.5 -1.4 -1.0 .2 .4 .4
St.Louis vt e e -7 -.9 -.1 -3.0 -1.1 -2.0 2.2 .2
SanDiego ...t .6 -1 .5 -6 0 -.5 .6 (*
San Francisco—QOakland ................... 0 -.1 -.1 -1.4 0 0 1.6 .5
Seattle . ... it e .5 .7 2.1 ~-1.1 .2 .6 2.8 0
Washington ....... ..o, -.2 -.3 -.8 .1 -.6 -2.0 .6 0

! See footnote 1, table 5.
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Table 9. CPl—gasoline indexes, U.S. city average and selected areas

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, January 1976=100}

Leaded regular gasoline Unleaded regular gasoline Premium gasoline
Percent change| Percent change Percent change
Area! Index to Nov, Index to Nov. Index to Nov.
1976 from— 1976 from— 1976 from—
October |November | October October | November| October October November | October

1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976
US.cityaverage ............... 103.2 103, 0 -0.2 104, 0 103.9 -0.1 103, 4 103, 3 -0.1
Atlanta ...................... 103.5 102.9 -.6 105.4 105, 0 -4 104, 4 103, 8 ~. 6
Baltimore..................... 102.0 101.7 -.3 102. 4 102.2 -.2 102.0 101, 7 -.3
Boston.......cooviiniinnean., 102.0 101.5 -.5 104. 6 104. 2 -.4 102.9 102. 7 -.2
Buffalo.............. ... ... ... 103. 0 102. 8 -.2 102. 6 102. 6 0 102. 4 102.3 ~.1
Chicago ....... ..o, 104.2 103.8 -~ 4 105.1 104.8 -.3 104.8 104.5 -.3
Cincinnati .................... 102.8 102.4 -.4 103.9 104, 1 .2 102.5 102.9 ! .4
Cleveland .. ........coovvvnnn 101.3 101.2 -.1 102.5 103, 0 .5 101.7 101.8 ‘ .1
Dallas..........cvvnennnnn 104.5 104, 4 -.1 105.2 105.0 -2 104. 4 104.3 -.1
Detroit.......covivinennnvnnn. 102.2 101.9 -.3 104. 4 105, 0 .6 103, 2 103, 0 J -.2
Honolulu ............ .ot 102.8 102.5 -.3 102. 3 102, 4 .1 101, 7 101.9 .2
HOUSEOM . . v v e vt e e e ieeaane 104. 2 104, 1 -.1 104, 7 104. 8 .1 103.5 103. 6 ‘ .1
Kansas City .....ovvevvnennnn.. 103. 8 104.5 .7 104.8 105, 4 .6 103.3 104.3 1.0
Los Angeles—Long Beach......... 103.9 104. 3 .4 104.4 104, 6 2 103, 6 103.8 | .2
Milwaukee . ..o veeennnnnn., 104. 1 103, 8 -.3 105, 5 105,2 -.3 104, 1 103.8 ‘ -.3
Minneapolis—St. Paul .. .......... 103.4 102.7 -7 105.5 105. 1 -.4 104. 8 104.2 -.6
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J .......... 101. 6 101.5 -. 1 104, 0 103.9 -.1 102, 4 102.1 -.3
Philadelphia................... 101.8 101.5 -.3 103.5 103.5 0 102. 8 102.4 -.4
Pittsburgh .......... ..covvunt. 103, 2 102.7 -.5 104.5 104. 2 -.3 104.0 103.5 -.5
St.louis ...........covuinn.. 104.9 104, 7 -.2 105.1 104. 4 -.7 103,9 103, 6 ~.3
SanDiego ........coiiiiiiian, 103.3 103.1 -.2 104, 2 104.1 -.1 103.3 103, 4 .1
San Francisco—Oakland.......... 103.8 103, 8 0 103, 7 103.7 0 102. 8 102. 7 -. 1
Seattle ........... .o, 104, 2 104.1 -.1 103. 8 103, 9 .1 103, 6 103, 7 .1
Washington ................... 102, 2 101.5 -7 105.0 104. 6 -.4 103.4 103,1 -.3

! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those established
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.

Table 10. CPl—gasoline average prices, U.S. city average and selected areas

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)

Leaded regular gasoline I Unleaded regular gasoline Premium gasoline -
Area ! Average price per gallon
September| October |November |September | October |November |September| October | November
1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976

US.cityaverage ............... $0.604 $0, 603 $0.602 $0. 630 $0.629 $0.629 $0.651 $0.651 $0. 650
Atlanta. . ...t . 597 . 597 . 594 . 633 . 633 . 631 . 654 . 654 . 651
Baltimore.................. ... . 609 . 610 1 . 608 . 630 . 628 . 627 . 657 . 657 . 655
BOStON .\ttt . 601 . 597 .594 . 630 . 629 . 627 . 648 . 647 . 646
Buffalo. ...............oout . 616 .612 . 610 . 637 . 633 . 633 . 658 . 656 . 656
Chicago .........cocovevenueann . 622 . 625 . 622 . 659 . 644 . 662 . 668 . 673 . 671
Cincinnati ...........c0vuuvnnn . 589 .591 .589 . 614 . 615 . 617 . 637 . 638 . 641
Cleveland .. .............ous .596 .593 | . 592 .612 . 609 . 612 . 640 . 639 . 639
Dallas.......ocvvvivneinnnnnns . 560 . 562 .561 . 583 . 584 .583 . 604 . 604 . 604
Detroit........covvevveneranns .595 .592 .591 . 634 . 631 . 634 . 648 . 652 . 651
Honmolulu ...............00v it L702 . 704 . 702 . 710 .712 . 713 . 738 . 739 . 741
Houston............ccoovivunnn . 550 . 549 . 549 .573 .571 .572 . 597 .596 .597
Kansas City .....covvvevnnnnnnn . 579 .575 .579 . 602 . 597 . 600 . 626 . 619 . 625
Los Angeles—Long Beach......... . 607 . 606 . 609 . 638 . 638 . 639 . 651 . 650 . 651
Milwaukee . ................... .568 . 566 . 565 . 597 .597 . 595 .617 . 617 .615
Minneapolis—St. Paul............ .593 .594 .590 . 619 . 624 . 621 . 653 . 664 . 660
N.Y.~Northeastern N.J . ......... . 609 . 607 . 607 . 642 . 639 . 639 . 666 . 664 . 662
Philadelphia................... . 595 .593 .592 . 638 . 633 . 633 . 659 . 659 . 656
Pittsburgh. .. ...... .. .oouuat, .598 .599 .596 . 630 . 629 . 627 . 649 . 650 . 647
St LOUiS «ovve i . 595 .595 . 594 . 613 612 . 608 . 643 . 638 . 636
SanDiego........coviiiiiiin., . 623 . 623 . 622 . 653 . 655 . 654 . 671 .671 . 672
San Francisco—Oakland.......... . 638 . 637 . 637 . 657 . 655 . 655 . 680 . 678 . 677
Seattle ..., .598 .598 . 597 .616 .616 L. 617 . 641 . 640 . 641
Washington ................... . 616 . 615 . 611 . 656 . 659 . 656 . 677 . 678 . 676

! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those established
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.
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Brief Explanation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average
changes in prices of goods and services usually bought
by urban wage earners and clerical workers. It is based
on prices of about 400 items which were selected to rep-
resent the movement of prices of all goods and services
purchased by wage earners and clerical workers. Prices
for these items are obtained in urban portions of 39
major statistical areas and 17 smaller cities, which were
chosen to represent all urban places in the United States.
They are collected from about 18,000 establishments---
grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling stations,
and other types of stores and service establishments.

Prices of food, fuels, and a few other items are
obtained every month in all 56 locations. Prices of most
other commodities and services are collected every month
in the five largest areas and every 3 months in other
areas. Prices of most goods and services are obtained by

personal visits of the Bureau’s trained representatives.
Mail questionnaires are used to obtain local transit fares,
public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices, and
certain other items.

In cal:ulating the index, price changes for the various
items in each location are averaged together with weights
which represent their importance in the spending of all
wage earners and clerical workers. Local data are then
combined to obtain a U.S. city average. Separate indexes
are also published for 23 areas.

The index measures price changes from a designated
reference date——1967—which equals 100.0. An increase
of 22 percent, for example, is shown as 122.0. This
change can also be expressed in dollars as follows: The
price of a base period “market basket™ of goods and
services bought by urban wage earners and clerical workers
has risen from $10 in 1967 to $12.20.

A Note About Calculating Index Changes

Movements of the indexes from one month to another
are usually expressed as percent changes rather than
changes in index points because index point changes are
affected by the level of the index in relation to its base
period while percent changes are not. The example in the
accompanying box illustrates the computation of index
point and percent changes.

These data indicate what the percent change would be
12-month

Seasonally adjusted percent changes in the U.S. All CPi 1238

Items Index are based on seasonal adjustment factors Less previous index 123.2
. . o . t :
and seasonally adjusted indexes carried to two decimal Equals index point change 0.6
places. This procedure helps to eliminate rounding error Percent Change
in the percent changes. i Ing it it
- . i nde t
Percent changes for 3-month and 6-month periods ! X point difference, 0.6
. o ! Divided by the previous index, 123.2
are cxpressed as annual rates and are computed accord- . Equals, 0.005
ing to the standard formula for compound growth rates. ‘ Results multiplied by one hundred 0.005x100
L Equals percent change: 05

if the current rate were maintained for a

period. BLS does not publish annual rates based on
data tor 1 month.

Index Point Change

A Note on Seasonally Adjusted and Unadjusted Data

Because price data are used for different purposes by
different groups, the Bureau of Labor Statistics publishes
seasonally adjusted as well as unadjusted changes each
month.

For analyzing general price trends in the economy,
seasonally adjusted changes are usually preferred, since
they eliminate the effect of changes that normally occur
at the same time and in about the same magnitude every
year—such as price movements resulting from changing

20

climatic conditions, production cycles, model change-
overs, holidays, and sales.

The unadjusted data are of primary interest to con-
sumers concerned about the prices they actually pay.
Unadjusted data are also used extensively for escalation
purposes. Many collective bargaining contract agreements
and pension plans, for example, tie compensation changes
to the Consumer Price Index unadjusted for seasonal
variation.
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Reliability of Percent Changes in the CPI

A system of “replicated” samples introduced into the
index structure in the 1964 revision permits an estimate of
sampling error for the CPl. ' The table below shows
standard errors for monthly, quarterly, and annual percent

Average standard errors of percent changes in the
CPI| based on 1975 data

Standard error
Component Monthly Quarterly Annual
change change change
Allitems ............. .04 .06 13
Foodathome ......... .10 17 .38
Food away from home .. 1 .22 .36
Housing .............. .08 A2 .26
Apparel and upkeep. . . .. .16 .22 .28
Transportation. . ....... .07 1 .13
Medicalcare. .......... 13 17 .36
Personalcare .......... 14 .22 .46
Reading and recreation . . 11 .16 .37
Other goods and
Services ............. .08 11 .22
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changes in the CPI for all items and for nine commodity
groupings based on 1974 averages. The figures may be
interpreted as follows: The changes are about 95 out of
100 that the percent change in the CPI as computed differs
from the corresponding “complete coverage™ change by
less than twice the standard error.

Because the CPI is rounded to one decimal place, some
ambiguity may arise in interpreting small index changes.
As the table indicates, for example, a month-to-month
change of 0.1 percent in the all-items CPI is significant.
Because of rounding, however, a change of this size in the
published index might result from a much smaller change in
the unrounded value. Hence, any particular change of 0.1
percent may or may not be significant. On the other hand,
a published change of 0.2 percent for a I-month period
is almost always significant.

This replaces the table of average errors based on 1974
data which was included in the CPI report through
December 1975.

U The method of deriving these estimates is described in a

paper by Marvin Wilkerson, ‘“Measurement of Sampling Error
in the Consumer Price Index,” Journal of the American Statistical
Association, September 1967.
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