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Price Movements

October 1977

The Consumer Price Index rose 0.3 percent in October
before seasonal adjustment to 184.5 percent of its 1967
base. The October CPI was 6.5 percent higher than in
October 1976.

Seasonally adjusted changes

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI rose 0.2 percent
in October, the same as in September and August. The
moderate rise in the CPI since midyear has been due pri-
marily to small increases in prices of food and other com-
modities. In October, food prices increased 0.1 percent and
prices of other commodities rose 0.3 percent. In addition
recent increases in charges for services—0.4 percent in
October and 0.5 percent in September and in August—
were smaller than the 0.8 percent average monthly increase
this year through July.

The index for food purchased in grocery stores increased
0.1 percent in October after seasonal adjustment, the
fourth month of relatively small changes. Prices for cereal
and bakery products and sugar turned down, while prices
for fats and oil products, ground coffee, eggs, dairy products,
and pork continued to decline. Fresh vegetable prices
showed a small decrease in October, following a sharp rise
in September. Fresh fruit prices, on the other hand, turned
up in October. Poultry prices also rose, after declining for
4 months, and beef prices moved up for the second con-
secutive month. The index for food away from home—
restaurant meals and snacks—increased 0.2 percent after

seasonal adjustment in October, the same as in September
and noticeably less than the monthly increase in the first
8 months of this year.

The index for commodities other than food increased
0.3 percent after seasonal adjustment in October, about
the same as in September and August. In October, the
index for gasoline and motor oil rose 1.4 percent after
seasonal adjustment, considerably more than in each of
the 2 preceding months. Apparel prices turned up in
September, and prices for tobacco products continued to
show large increases. The new car index increased 0.6
percent after seasonal -adjustment in October, the same as
in September and in August. The October increase reflected
price changes for 1978 model cars which were included in
the CPI for the first time. New model cars will continue to
be phased into the CPI over the next several months. (For a
report of quality changes for 1978 cars, see news release
USDL-77-967, November 3, 1977.) In October, prices for
household durables increased 0.3 percent, continuing the
the moderate uptrend of recent months. After seasonal
adjustment, the fuel oil and coal index showed no change
in October, following a small rise in September and large
increases in the first 8 months of this year. The used car
index declined 2.1 percent in October, a sharp decline
for the sixth consecutive month.

In the services component, the transportation services
index edged up by 0.1 percent in October, following an
average monthly increase of about 0.4 percent in recent
months. The October slowdown was due largely to a de-
cline in the auto insurance index, which had advanced
sharply earlier in the year. The index for household services

The comprehensive 7-year program to revise the
Consumer Price Index (CPI) is near completion. The
exact date of first publication will be announced in
subsequent issues of this report.

The most visible change to result from the revision
will be the publication of two indexes: A revised CPI
for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers and a new
CPI for All Urban Consumers. The new CPI will include,
in addition to urban wage earners and clerical workers,
population groups which historically have been excluded
from CPI coverage——the self-employed, salaried workers,

Announcement to users of the Consumer Price Index

retired persons, and the unemployed. Parties using the
CPI in contractual agreements should be aware that two
official indexes will be published. Information for parties
using the CPI in escalator or other contractual agree-
ments, as well as other materials about the revision, is
available upon request from the BLS regional offices
listed on the inside back cover or from:
Bureau of Labor Statistics
Washington, D.C. 20212
Phone: (202) 523-7827

(202) 523-8416
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Table A. Percent changes in CPl and components, selected periods

) Changes in all items
Changes from preceding month
Compound
annual rate From
Month . from 12 months
All items Food c‘::"‘f‘:;“‘ Services 3 months ago
ago
Unad- lSouonally Unad- l&uomllw Unad- ISusonally Unad- [Seasonally| Seasonally Unad-
justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted adjusted justed
1976:
October. .......... 0.4 0.3 0 0.2 0.4 04 0.5 0.4 48 6.3
November......... 3 3 -3 -3 A4 A4 5 A 4.0 5.0
December ......... 3 1 2 6 4 A 4.2 48
1977:

January........... 6 8 9 9 0 7 9 rsg 6.1 5.2
February.......... 1.0 1.0 23 2.0 6 7 r? rz 9.1 6.0
March............ 6 .6 5 6 6 A 7 8 100 6.4
April.....oohuinns 8 8 1.2 15 6 4 re6 8 9.9 6.8
May (..ovvnivannns 6 6 K 7 7 ) 5 re 8.4 6.7
June ......o0iennn 7 6 10 8 A 2 rs 8 8.1 6.9
July.....ooeienl A4 4 5 1 A A 8 8 6.4 6.7
August ........... A 3 3 3 2 3 5 5 5.2 6.6
September,........ K 3 -4 1 A 2 7 5 4.2 6.6
October........... 3 3 -1 1 K 3 A4 4 3.8 6.5

r=Revised. See table 11.

other than rent increased 0.3 percent in October; this was
slightly less than in September or August, primarily because
the index for mortgage interest rates declined more in
October than in either of the 2 preceding months.
Charges for electricity also declined slightly in October,
but natural gas charges rose sharply. The rent index
increased 0.4 percent in October, somewhat less than
in September or August. The index for medical care serv-
ices, however, rose 0.7 percent after seasonal adjustment in
October, about the same as in recent months. The annual
adjustment to the health insurance component for retained
earnings was scheduled to be included in the October index.
The data upon which the adjustment is based are obtained
from secondary sources and were not available in time for
use in the October index. The adjustment will be made as
soon as the data are available, probably in the November
CPIL.

Monthly changes in detail (not seasonally adjusted)

The index for food purchased in grocery stores declined
0.3 percent before seasonal adjustment in October. Prices
were lower in October for many foods including beef, pork,
poultry, sugar, eggs, ground and instant coffee, salad and
cooking oil, and fresh vegetables. These declines were parti-
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ally offset by higher prices for fresh fruits, dairy products,
cereal and bakery products, and processed fruits and vege-
tables, particularly frozen orange juice. The index for food
away from home increased 0.4 percent before seasonal
adjustment in October.

The index for commodities other than food increased
0.4 percent before seasonal adjustment in October. Over
one-third of this rise was due to higher prices for new cars.
Before seasonal adjustment, the new car index rose 3.3
percent. Prices also rose for most other nonfood commod-
ities such as apparel, fuel oil, tobacco products, drugs and
prescriptions, toilet goods, and reading materials. Gasoline
and used car prices, however, continued to decline.

The index for services increased 0.4 percent before
seasonal adjustment in October. The rent index and the
index for household services other than rent increased 0.5
percent. In the latter category, there were large increases
in charges for natural gas, water and sewerage, and day
care services, but charges for electricity declined. The index
for medical care services rose 0.4 percent before seasonal
adjustment; physicians’ fees rose 0.4 percent; and hospital
service charges 0.5 percent—the smallest increases this
year. The index for transportation services increased 0.2
percent in October. Charges for auto insurance declined,
but taxicab fares and parking fees increased sharply.
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Chart 1. All items index and its rate of change, 1967-77
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Chart 2. Commodities less food index and its rate of change, |1967-77
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Chart 3. Total food index and its rate of change, 1967-77
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Chart 4. Services index and its rate of change. 1967-77
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Table 1. CPI—U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class

{C: price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
. Unadjusted .
Relative " . Seasonally adjusted
. Unadjusted indexes percent change to
importance October 1977 from— percent change from—
Group or class
December | September | October October | September| July to August to | September
1976 1977 1977 1976 1977 August September|to October
Commodity and service groups
ALItems ... ..t . e 100, 000 184.0 184.5 6.5 0,3 0.3 0.3 0.3
All items {1957-59=100} ..................... - 214,0 214. 6 - - - - -
CoOMMOAItIeS . ..ovvvveeneeinnnnniinvenns 62,468 176, 6 177.0 5.7 .2 .3 .2 .2
Food ......covvvvivninninnnnann,s 23,667 194, 5 194, 4 7.0 -.1 .3 .1 .1
Foodathome ................. 18, 456 192, 2 191, 7 6.7 -.3 .2 .1 .1
Cereals and bakery products 2.537 184.9 185. 6 3.1 .4 .5 .9 -2
Meats, poultry,andfish.............. 5,700 182.1 180.9 3.5 -7 b .1 .4
Dairy products. . ....vveevnreraanein 2,841 175. 4 176. 2 2,0 .5 .9 -4 -.6
Fruits and vegetables ................ 3,019 183,2 184.0 4.8 .4 .5 1.5 1.5
Other foodsathome ................ 4, 360 232, 6 230,5 18,1 -.9 -.9 -9 -1.0
Food away fromhome ................ 5.210 203,7 204, 6 8.1 ) .5 .2 .2
Commodities lessfood. ............... 38,801 166, 7 167. 4 4.9 .4 .3 .2 .3
Nondursblesjessfood ................ ... 22.795 168, 4 169.2 5,1 .5 4 .3 .5
Apparel commodities ........... 000, 7.811 153.5 154, 6 3.6 .7 .7 -4 .2
Men'sandboys’ ......oovvvnenen.s 2.467 155.8 156. 2 4,1 .3 .4 .3 -1
Women's and girls’ . 3,378 148. 6 150. 2 2.8 1.1 .9 -1. 4 .3
FOOIWEAN . .vuvuviecrsinrnnnnnns 1,383 158, 1 159.1 4,1 .6 .5 .2 .4
Other apparel commodities ........... .582 163, 1 163.7 5.3 .4 .8 .7 .6
Nondurables less food and apparel ....... 14,984 177.2 177.9 5.8 .4 .3 .7 .7
Gasoline and motoroil. .. ............ 3,426 188.9 188, 5 4,4 -.2 .2 .6 1.4
Tobaccoproducts ..........ccovvuuen 1,873 170.0 171.7 6.6 1.0 .1 1.9 1,2
Alcoholic beverages . ................ 2,217 151.9 152,3 2,7 .3 -.5 .5 .2
Fueloilandcoal. ..........covvennen 1,060 285, 1 287.2 13.5 .7 .9 .4 0
Other nondurables. ................. 6,408 172.0 173, 0 6.3 .6 .4 .5 .3
Durable commodities. ................. 16. 006 164,5 165, 0 4,6 .3 .1 .2 0
Household durables . ................ 4,444 152.8 153, 2 4,1 .3 .3 .3 .3
New automobifes .. ................. 1.909 141, 1 145, 7 4.7 3,3 .6 .6 .6
Used automobiles. . .............. ... 2,323 182.5 178.0 -1 -2.5 -2.4 -2,5 -2.1
Otherdurables..................... 7. 329 174, 4 175.0 6.6 .3 *,5 *,9 *,3
SBIVICES ..o i ittt e 37.532 197.7 198.5 7.8 .4 .5 .5 .4
RENt L. iieiiiiniieiiiei s 4,525 155.3 156, 1 6.3 .5 .5 .6 .4
Serviceslessrent ........... ..o iiiaenn, 33,007 T205.3 206, 2 8.1 .4 .4 .5 .4
Household services lessrent . .. .......... 16.208 218.1 219.2 8.4 .5 .5 .4 .3
Transportation services, . ............... 5.295 r191.0 191.3 6.9 .2 .5 .3 .1
Medical care services .................. 5.958 221.1 222,0 10.1 .4 .6 .8 .7
Otherservices. ..... .......oovvenen.. 5,547 173.6 174, 3 6.1 .4 .5 .6 .5
Special indexes:
Allitemslessfood .........ovviveninneiinnn, 76.333 180.9 181. 6 6.3 .4 *, 4 *, 6 *. 4
Nondurable commodities. . ......c.covevenre... 46,462 181. 0 181, 4 6.1 .2 *, 4 *,1 *,2
Apparel commodities less footwear ............. 6.428 152, 6 153.7 3.5 .7 .6 -.5 .1
Services less medical care services. . ............. 31.575 193.9 194.7 7.4 .4 *.5 *7 *. 4
Insurance and finance ...............coiilnn. 9.864 r216.2 216,9 8.2 .3 .4 .3 -.3
Utilities and public transportation . ............. 5.675 190, 4 191, 4 8.8 .5 .4 .3 .6
Housekeeping and home maintenance service .. ... 4,830 228.5 229.7 6.7 .5 *,5 *,6 *,5
Appliances (including radioand TV) ............ 1,395 126. 8 127.0 2.1 .2 0 .3 0
Expenditure classes
AlLIeMS. ..ot 100, 000 184, 0 184.5 6.5 0.3 0.3 0,3 0.3
FOod ...ttt e 23.667 194.5 194. 4 7.0 -1 .3 .1 .1
Housing ........coiiiiiiiininnnnnneaans. 34,202 192.7 193, 6 7.5 .5 *,5 *7 *5
Shetter' .. ... e 21,256 194, 7 195, 6 7.5 .5 *.5 *8 *.5
Rent .....ooiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiians 4,525 155,3 156.1 6.3 .5 .5 .6 .4
Homeownership® ............... ... 16, 328 209.1 210.0 7.8 .4 *, 6 * 8 *, 4
Fuel and utilities®. .. .................... 5,414 205.5 206. 8 10.9 .6 .8 .5 .7
Gasand electricity . . .................. 2.913 218.0 219.3 12,8 .6 1.0 .4 .9
Household furnishings and operation. ....... 7.532 178.9 179.5 5.0 .3 .4 .1 .3
Apparel and upkeep 9.194 156. 2 157.2 4,2 .6 .4 0 .1
Transportation....... 13,548 r]178.4 178. 6 4,5 .1 .1 .1 .1
Private ........... 12, 227 r177.8 177.9 4.5 .1 0 .2 .1
Public. ......ooviiiiiiiiiinns 1. 321 184, 1 184, 4 3.9 .2 -.1 -.4 .1
Health and recreation 19,013 176. 1 177.1 6.6 .6 *.3 *, 8 *, 6
Medicalcare..........ooooveeun.n 6,734 206.3 207.2 9.7 .4 *, 7 *,7 *, 4
Persomalcare ..............0iiiiinnn. 2.554 172. 8 173.9 6.1 .6 *5 *, 4 *, 6
Reading and recreation ............. e 5,143 159, 8 160, 6 4,6 .5 7 .6 .5
Other goods andservices ................. 4,582 160, 6 161.5 4,6 .6 -1 1.2 .6
Special indexes:
AllftemslessShelter. . .. .....ovvvvvennannn.. 78,744 181, 2 181, 7 6,3 .3 *,3 *,2 *3
All items less medicalcare . ..........co0nun.. 93,266 182. 6 183, 1 6.2 .3 *,3 *,3 *,3
All items less mortgage interest costs. .. ......... 95. 840 181. 6 182.1 6.4 .3 *,3 *,3 *,3
CPl—domestically produced farm foods*......... 15,827 179.7 179.2 2.8 -.3 *,2 *-, 6 *-,3
CPl—selected beefcuts® . .. ..........oovuennnn 1,806 164, 9 164, 5 3,2 -2 -1,6 .4 1.9
All items less food and energy®. ... ............. 68,934 178.3 179.0 6.0 .4 .3 .3 .3
Purchasing power of consumer dollar:
TO67=81.00 . . - . et e - $0,543 $0, 542 -6.1 -2 - - -
1957-69=81.00. ... .ccoiriineiiiiineeneaa - . 467 . 466 - - - - -
» Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. s Calculated from the CPI beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and
Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance beef fiver.
an(ai repairs. X K i ¢ Energy includes gasoline, motor oil, fuel oit, coal, gas, and electricity.
Also includes residential telephone, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage services not * Not seasonally ag

shown separately.

! 1;usted.
r=revised. See table 11.

* Calculated from the CP) food at home component by excluding fish, nonaicoholic

beverages, bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup, and about half of the index

weight for sugar.
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Table 2, CPI—seasonaIIy adjustéd U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

e

A ind

Seasonally adjusted annual rate

L percent change for—
Group and class 3 months ending in— 6 months ending in—
July August !September| October
1977 1977 1977 1977 January| April July October | April | October
1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977
Commodity and service groups

ATtems . ...ttt - - - - 6.1 9.9 6,4 3.8 8.0 5,1
Commodities . ....ovevvirinnienninnns 175.5 176, 0 176.3 176. 7 5.6 10.3 4,5 2.8 7.9 3.6
Food ... vviieiiinnnennnninns 194, 0 194, 5 194, 7 194.9 2.9 17. 4 6.4 1.9 9.9 4,1
Foodathome .........co0ovvvvnne 191.9 192,3 192. 4 192,5 2.2 18.9 5,6 1,3 10,2 3.4
Cereals and bakery products ...... 184, 6 185.5 187.1 186, 7 ~3.5 3.8 7.7 4.6 .1 6.2

Meats, poultry, and fish.......... 177.2 178.2 178. 4 179.1 2,1 7.8 -2 4.4 4.9 2.0

Dairy products ................ 177.1 178, 7 177.9 176.9 -7.0 -.9 18.1 -.5 -4.0 8.4

Fruits and vegetables . .. ......... 185, 2 186, 1 188.9 191, 7 -3.7 49.0 -26.8 14. 8 19.8 -8.3

Other foodsathome ............ 236.1 233.9 231.7 229.4 17. 8 38. 6 33.9 -10.9 27.8 9.2

Food away fromhome. ............ 202, 1 203,2 | 203,7 204,2 6.5 12,0 9.6 4.2 9,2 6.9
Commoditieslessfood................. 165.3 165, 8 166,2 166. 7 6.7 6.1 3.2 3.4 6.4 3.3
Nondurables lessfood ............... 166. 8 167.5 168.0 168.8 5.6 4,8 5,2 4.9 5.2 5.0
Apparel commodities ............ 152.1 153,1 152, 5 152, 8 5,3 1.9 5.4 1.9 3.6 3.6
Men'sandboys’................ 154,3 154.9 155.3 155,1 4.1 5.4 4,5 2,1 4,7 3.3
Women'sandgirls’ .............. 147.5 148.8 146.7 147.1 6.9 -1.9 7.7 -1.1 2.4 3.2

Footwear ..............c0000s 156, 8 157. 6 157.9 158. 6 4,3 4.2 3.1 4.7 4,2 3.9

Other apparel commodities ....... 160. 3 161. 6 162. 8 163.7 6.9 2,3 3.6 8.8 4,6 6.1
Nondurables less food and apparel . .. 175.5 176.0 177.2 178. 4 5.8 6.2 4,9 6.8 6.0 5.9
Gasotine and motoroil. . ......... 185, 7 186, 1 187.2 189. 8 .2 8.2 .6 9.1 4,1 4.8

Tobacco products . ... 166.9 167.1 170. 3 172, 4 9.5 2.2 1.5 13,8 5.8 7.5
Alcoholic beverages ............ 151, 7 150.9 151.7 152, 0 2,5 2.4 5.2 .8 2.4 3.0
Fuetoitandcoat ............... 287.1 289. 6 290.9 291, 0 16.7 22,7 9.6 5.5 19.7 7.6

Other nondurables.............. 170.7 171. 4 172,2 172.8 6.5 5.2 8.1 5.0 5.9 6.6

Durable commodities ............. 163, 4 163.5 163. 8 163.8 8.7 8.5 .5 1.0 8,6 .7
Household durables . ............ 151. 6 152,1 152.5 152, 9 5.3 5.2 2.4 3.5 5.2 2.9

New automobiles . .............. 142, 3 143,2 144.0 144.8 5.3 1.4 5.2 7.2 3.4 6.2

Used automobites ............. 183.3 178.9 174.5 170. 8 33.4 22.6 -22,2 -24,6 27.9 -23.4

Other durables’. . ............... 172, 0 172.9 174. 4 175.0 4,5 7.7 7.0 7.2 6.1 7.1

SerVICeS .....iiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiieaes 195,7 196.7 197.7 198, 4 6.7 9.7 9.3 5.6 8.2 7.4
Rent .....iiiiiiiiiiiiieinennnss 153. 8 154. 6 155.5 156. 1 7.0 5.7 5.9 6.1 6.4 6.0
Serviceslessrent ............000000 203,3 T204.2 205,3 206. 1 7.1 10,1 9.8 5.6 8.6 7.7
Household services tessrent . .. ...... 216.3 217,3{ 218,1 218.8 6.7 10.5 11.9 4.7 8.6 8.2
Transportation services ... r190,0 T191.0§ T191.6 191.7 6.9 8.8 8,6 3.6 7.8 6.1
Medical care services .. 217.7 218.9 220, 7 222.2 12. 6 10,2 8,9 8,5 11.4 8.7
Otherservices .........oivvuivnns 171.4 172.3 173.3 174, 1 6.2 5.4 6.1 6.5 5.8 6.3

Special indexes:
AllitemsTessfood’. . ..ooviivnnnnnnnnns r179.1 r179.8 180.9 181. 6 5.0 7.9 6.7 5.7 6.4 6.2
Nondurable commodities® ................ 180.1 180. 8 181.0 181.4 3.3 12,1 6.2 2.9 7.6 4,6
Apparel commodities less footwear 151.3 152,2 151.5 151, 6 5.3 1.6 6.3 .8 3.4 3.5
Services less medical care services' .. 191.6 r192,5 193.9 194, 7 6.8 7.6 8.6 6.6 7.2 7.6
tnsurance and finance ............ r215,2 r216.0| T216.6 216,0 3.4 14, 6 13,7 1.5 8.9 7.4
Utilities and public transportation.......... 189.5 190, 3 190, 8 192.0 10. 6 6.3 12,7 5.4 8.4 9.0
Housekeeping and home maintenance service! . 226.0 227.2| 228.5 229.7 4.5 7.0 8.8 6.7 5.7 7.7
Appliances {including radioand TV) ....... 126.3 126.3 126.7 126.7 1.6 2.6 2.6 1.3 2.1 1.9
Expenditure classes

ARGtems . ...ooviiiniiiiienenanan - - - - 6.1 9.9 6.4 3.8 8.0 5.1
FOodh .\t 194.0 194.5| 194.7 194.9 2.9 17.4 6.4 1.9 9.9 4.1
HOUSING ..o\ e e i e e eeeanens 190.5 191.4| 192.7 193, 6 6.8 8.1 8.4 6.7 7.5 7.5
Shelter'?................ccccun... 192.2 193.2| 194.7 195. 6 4.7 8.1 9.9 7.3 6.4 8.6
Rent ... ... iciiiiiviannnnn 153.8 154, 6 155,5 156. 1 7.0 5.7 5.9 6.1 6.4 6.0
Homeownership?2................ 206.2 207. 4 209,1 210,0 4,0 9.0 10. 8 7.6 6.5 9.2

Fuel and utilities * . . . . 204, 3 205.9 206.9 208.3 13.6 9.4 12,4 8.1 11.5 10,2

Gas and electricity . .. ............. 216, 6 218.7 219,.5 221.5 15.0 10,0 16.9 9.4 12,5 13,1
Household furnishings and operation. . . . 177. 6 178.3 178.5 179.1 6.0 5.4 5.1 3.4 5.7 4,3
Apparelandupkeep................... 154, 8 155. 4 155. 4 155. 6 6.3 2.4 5.9 2.1 4,3 4.0
Transportation. .. ..........ceeuvunnn. r177.4 r177.6| T177.7 177.9 8.2 10.0 -.9 1.1 9,1 .1
Private . .....oovvniveninninnannenn T176.8 r176.8| r177.1 177.2 8.8 10,1 -1 .9 9.4 -1
Public ..........c.oiiiiiia., 184, 4 184,2 183. 4 183,5 3.2 7.6 7.0 -1.9 5.4 2.4
Health.and recreation! .. 174.1 174.7 176.1 177.1 7.2 5.8 6.5 7.1 6.5 6.8
Medical care! . ....... 203,5 204.9 206,3 207, 2 11,5 10,7 9.1 7.5 11,1 8.3
Personalcare'............o0uvnnann, 171, 3 172.1 172.8 173.9 5.7 5.4 7.1 6.2 5.6 6.6
Reading and recreation .............. 157.5 158. 6 159.5 160, 3 4,8 2.3 3.9 7.3 3.6 5.6
Other goods and services ...,......... 159, 1 158.9 160. 8 161.7 5.8 2.6 3.6 6.7 4,2 5.1

Special indexes:

All items less shelter! . ................... 180.2 180.8 181.2 181, 7 4.8 10,8 6.2 3.4 7.7 4,8
All items less medicatcare. ............... 181.4 182,0 182, 6 183,11 4,0 10,3 6.9 3.8 7.1 5.3
All items less mortgage interest costs’. .. ..... 180. 4 181,0{ 181,6 182.1 5.2 10,3 6.5 3.8 7.7 5.1
All items less food and energy®. . ........... r176.8 177.3 177.9 178.5 6.6 7.0 6.8 3.9 6.8 5.4
CPl—domestically produced farm foods ! ¢, . . 180, 4 180, 8 179.7 179, 2 -2 11,5 2.9 -2.6 5.5 .1
CPl—selected beef Cuts 7 .. .............. 162.0 159.4] 160,1 163.2 | 22.7 -2 -10.2 3.0 10. 6 -3.8

! Not seasonally adjusted.

2 Also inctudes hotel and motel rates not shown separately.

3 Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance

repairs. . R
* Also includes residential telephone, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage service not

shown separatel

5 Energy incxx'des gasoline, motor oil, fuel oil, coal, gas, and electricity.
¢ Calculated from the CP food at home component by excluding fish, nonaicoholic
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beverages, bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup, and about half of the index
weight for sugar.

7" Caleu

beef liver.
r=revised.

gar.
fated from the CP! beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and

NOTE: index applies to month as a whole, not to any specific date.



Table 3. CPl—food items, U.S. city average

{C price index for urban wage earners and cferical workers, 1967=100)
Index Percent change to October 1977
from—
Item and group October 1977 October 1976 September 1977
" Seasonally b g Seasonally
Unadjusted adjusted L 4 . 4 adjusted
2o T T 194, 4 194,9 7.0 -0.1 0.1
Food away from home. . . ....c.niieivinurinanerennnnnnns 204,6 204, 2 8.1 .4 .2
REStAUrANT MEAIS . . o\ v v v e e vs s eneeeneereaneonnaneennnns 201.3 () 7.0 .3 Q)
ONACKS .. it i i e e e et e 220,5 219, 8 13.1 .8 .4
FOOdathome ,......oiuiniiiiiiiiivniriioiieeananeiaes 191. 7 192,5 6.7 -.3 .1
Cereals and bakery products 185.6 186.7 3.1 .4 -.2
Flour.........coiiiieinienns 137.5 139.0 -9.8 -1 -1.8
Cracker meal ........ FS 234.4 235.6 5.2 .3 .1
Comflakes ......ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiniiniienennans 184,2 185.5 11,8 .7 .4
RiCe...iiiiiiinininiininiennnass et 184, 9 186.0 -3.7 -2 -1.3
Bread, white.........cooiiiiniiiniiiiennane PPN 162.9 162.9 .2 -4 -1.5
Bread, wholewheat .. .........cccivvveenennnn, Cerennen 183.5 183,7 1.8 -2 -.8
COOKIBS & .o vvietvnnnnnnnniocrsennnnnonns 221.7 222.6 15.3 1.9 1.0
Layer €K@ . . v vurvsieueerneeernassianatranunraninnen 194.5 196.5 5,2 .4 1,2
Cinnamonrolls ...... R PPN 196.9 197.7 1.0 1.4 .3
Meats, poultry, and fish. . .........cciiiiiiiiirieninnannaas 180.9 179.1 3.5 -7 .4
Meats............ovuues PN 176.3 173.0 2.1 -.8 -.3
Beefandveal .........covviiiinninennnnn e, 163.7 162, 6 3.2 -.2 1.8
Steak, round . ..........0ieiiianeneanns RN 163.5 163.8 6,0 1.2 4,7
Steak, Sirloin .. .cvuretiiiie i e it i 164.9 162.9 6.0 -4,2 -1.6
Steak, porterhouse. . ............«. Chrevereieaaa 182.1 178.9 5.3 -3.8 -1.9
Rumproast .............c..vs PN 155, 5 155,0 1.8 -7 2,2
RIDroast ....o.oviiininiiiinenensinrecnecieassans 194.2 191, 3 6.6 .4 1.4
Chuckroast ........... e tes sttt 162.9 161, 1 1.7 1.6 3.5
Hamburger.......... e ey 156, 1 154, 4 -.5 1,2 1.2
Beef liver .. ..uvuuirnnnnnrennnnenas e 123.3 M) -.6 .9 M
Vealcutiets . ... ooiiniiiiiiiiiinnrenneionienss 192. 0 192, 0 5.1 -.8 -.6
POrK. .o ii ittt et i e ieaeaas 194,2 188. 0 1.3 -1.7 -.3
Lo e 182.5 176.7 5.6 -2.2 -.5
LOIMIOBST . .uoviiiieeerenannnnnonsssseasoonannns 194. 1 186. 6 3,7 -.9 .5
SAUSAGE .. oivr et et . 223.9 214, 7 0 -1.0 -1.5
Ham, whole . .....eiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiinanes 192,6 191.5 .5 1.3 0
Pienics . .......... s iaeiaaaeieti ittt e, 173, 2 168.0 -.2 -2.3 -2.9
Bacon ........ N 203,2 189.9 -2.0 -3.1 -1.2
Othermeats. . .....oouiiinuciiesieretnnnsnesrnranes 179.0 176.9 1.3 -.5 -.8
Lambehops . ..o ittt e 196. 4 197. 6 6.4 -3 .9
Frankfurters ................ PR 163.7 160, 3 .6 -.1 -2
Ham, canned .. .....cuiienninnrecnironenoneannens 198.1 196.3 -2,5 -.5 -3,6
Bolognasausage .............cvvvennnccacnenrans 177.1 174, 0 2,1 -.7 -.3
Salamisausage ... ...c..civr i iierre it e 170.7 168.0 1.7 -.3 -.8
Liverwusrt ....... ettt it e i e 166, 6 164,3 -.8 -1,2 -.8
Poultry ,....... et eae ettt e 158.5 155.5 6.2 -1.1 2.2
Frying ChicKeN . ..ottt i ieneeeernnnenneann 159,3 156. 8 6.3 -1.8 2.7
Chicken breasts .........ccocvineeranniieisrnennnns .. 168. 3 166.3 7.2 -.6 2,0
TUPKEY o o ettt eitaie st it 145, 2 140, 2 4,5 2,2 .5
FiSh Lot it i i it e i e e 260, 3 260.8 11,0 .6 .3
Shrimp, frozen. .......oviiiiienninenannns e, 249.9 ()] 8.2 -.9 &)
Fish, freshorfrozen............coovvivennnn P 294.3 ) 11,6 1.1 ")
Tuna fish,canned. . ................ Cetrerraaeiiiea 222, 0 224.9 17.0 1.6 1.9
Sardines, canned .........oiii ittt 274. 6 273.5 8.9 .7 .2
Dairy produCES. . ..o o vevvrvnenennrenanannronns PPN 176.2 176.9 2.0 .5 -6
Milk, fresh, grocery ............ e et 163, 4 164, 7 -2 .5 ~.3
Milk, fresh, skim. .........co000ne e reiasesii e 182.7 183, 8 1.7 .4 -.2
Milk, evaporated. .......... e 222.6 Q) 7.3 0 )
1CECrBAM . v vt vttt iniene it inanenonanas [ 171. 4 171.7 5.5 .8 -.1
Cheese, AMerican Process ...........c.covvuiisvernaooses 207.5 210,0 2.4 .7 .1
Butter ......ivviiiiniiiniernninas ettt 165.8 161.6 4.3 .2 -1.3
Fruits and vegetables .. ............ Veareeaeanan Cenrraeen 184, 0 191.7 4,8 .4 1.5
Fresh fruitsand vegetables. . . ....oovvvnvvnnnenneruans e 178.6 191, 2 3.9 .6 2.2
Freshfruits .. ..oovvuiinieiiniineeioriaraoneinanas 183.0 184, 1 10,1 1.4 5.1
APPIBS .t P 161.3 178.0 6.2 -11,0 6.0
Bananas ... ..iiiiii ittt et ea e, 163.5 163.0 8.4 5.0 5.0
OFanges «...ocvvivenrsennnronnsaoasnas [ 198, 6 184.9 17. 4 7.5 5,1
Orange juice, fresh ... ............. e reereeaas 184.2 (*) 17.5 1.7 ()
Grapefruit ... oee i it e e 200.9 174, 4 1.8 1,7 6.1
[T o= 240,4 259,9 13,6 14, 6 8.3
Strawberries. . . . o.viuivr e ieere e eeaaas (3) (&) (2) (3 (3
Watermelon .............. e () (3) (?) (?) ()
Fresh vegetables................... .. 175.3 195.9 -.8 -.1 -.1
Potatoes...... et [ 176.1 199.9 7.2 -5,1 ~3.2
Onions........ PR PN Ceevaaaae 164, 2 175, 4 723 -52.8 ;6
ASPArBGUS. . o« vt v vnree e PP e (%) (3 (%) (%) (%)
Cabbage . ...covieivii ittt . 156, 1 169.9 1.7 10.9 10.3
CaITOTS. v v eieses s iaeenniinannnareessnnsas 173,5 177.2 4.0 .6 -3.4
Celery ......... PN . 182.6 190.0 8.6 3.9 .9
Cucumbers......... e [ 130, 4 156.9 -7.5 -4.2 -13,1
Lettuce . ..ovueeeeneeennnnnes RN Ceeenn 194, 0 (M) -23.6 3.9 M
Peppers, green ................. et 138.3 179. 6 8.9 1.7 4,1
Spinach ......cc.cvvvevnnenann. Cerieeaeeas PP 226.0 226.0 11.9 .8 -.9
Tomatoes................ e ie e 169, 4 207.1 .4 2.0 -1
See footnotes at end of table. - o
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Table 3. CP1—food items, U.S. city average—Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerics) workers, 1967=100)

Index

Percent change to October 1977

from—
Item and group October 1977 October 1976 September 1977
" Seasonally bk e beaed lnad 4 Seasonally
Unadjusted adjusted Unadj ' adjusted
Food—Continued
Food at home—Continued
Fruits and vegetables—Continued
Pre dfruitsandvegetables ...................... ..., 192, 1 193, 3 6.1 0.3 0,3
Fruitcocktail,canned ...........c.ciiiiiiiiiinananan 186.3 184.8 3.6 .6 .9
Pears, CaNNEd . . . ... oovetenniinnreinreenansiennnans 159.6 158, 6 2.0 -1 -.6
Pineapple-grapefruit drink, canned. . . ........ocuvuiueinnns 187.3 lBSf 4 5.9 -. 4 - 1‘. 5
Orange juice concentrate, frozen ...........c.ovieiinunns 209, 6 ) 37.2 3.8 &)
Lemonade concentrate, frOZeN ............eeveesrnennes 187.7 188, 5 3.2 .7 0
BeetS, CANNEBO. . . ... vvereeeneanennanneenansesnanns 203.8 () 7.6 -.3 ")
Peas, green canned . . 157.6 157, 3 -1,3 -1.4 -1.7
Tomatoes, canned . . . 198, 7 H 10. 8 0 (&)
Driedbeans ..........ccviiinniiiiiirinnaseennsnnss 238.8 246, 4 -6, 4 -.3 -1.0
Broccoli, frozen . .. ..ot et eveeineienirenrrieianeen.s 195.7 () 22,5 2.2 M
Otherfood athome .. .....courunneiiiiiiieesinnnannnnss 230,5 229.4 18,1 -.9 -1,0
=3 2 154.5 152, 2 -13.9 -7.3 -4,6
Fatsandoils. .........ocuviiiniiniinieniennnnnesass 197.8 195, 5 13,5 -1.1 -3.2
Margaring. ........cceueeecinariirrirrrtatnsnosenas 214.1 209, 7 12.9 -2.3 -4,2
Salad dressing, Italian. .........cooiiiiiiiieninnnnnnas 168,8 170, 0 10,1 1.5 1.1
Salad or cOOKIiNG Ot . . ... ovvvrieenvenesncaeisnnnnnans 210, 6 207.1 16.2 -2,0 -3.8
SUGAr and SWEBLS ... ... ..itiiiiiiianierietarraneooaan 234, 6 235.8 10,0 .6 -1,0
EST T~ 177.6 177.1 -3.2 -6 -4.1
GrAPE JEIY « v v v v vt e et e et e et 217.3 ) .13 .4 M
Ty . 294.3 D) 27.8 1.6 Q)
Syrup, chocolate flavored .........ccvivinunrenaninns 241.8 245, 0 12,3 .2 -1, 4
NONAICONOIC DEVErages . . ..o ovvvvvervrernenvnnnnenennns 343.2 () 48.8 -9 ()
SCOMBR v v e e et et e e e aaeean 479.5 (1) 74.2 -1.6 (")
Coffee, INSTANL ... ..c.ovireienneaeeneneneneansnenes 385, 1 Y 55,6 -.3 M
L T 196, 2 (M) 27.9 1.8 Y
Carbonated drink, colaflavored. ...........c.ccveuvennn 207.4 (*) 5.8 .1 ")
Carbonated drink, fruitflavored. . .................. ... 207.9 ") 3.9 .1 M
Prepared and partiatly prepared foods ........... ...t 178.1 178.6 4,2 1.0 1.0
Bean soup, Canned . ... ....c.cciiiieieinineicecaanrenen 206, 6 209, 1 -1.4 .3 1,0
Chicken soup, canned " .........coeviiieinneincnennns 153.2 Y 10.5 1.4 M
Spaghetti,canned ............coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieaa 174.9 174, 6 6.5 2,5 2.6
Mashed potatoes, instant . .......coveieeernnneneennees 161, 5 161.3 1.6 .4 .4
Potatoes, french fried, frozen ..........cciivvinveennas 188, 1 186, 6 3.5 .9 1.2
Baby fOOdS . ... ..ttt 190, 0 Q) 10, 6 1.2 )
Sweetpicklerelish......c.0ivvivicenerninneesensnes 188.2 189, 7 2.8 2.0 .3
Pretzels ....ouviiiiiiiiinieiiiiiter it iieneiianns 162.8 163, 3 1.9 -6 -.1

" 7
' Not available.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average

{C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
Percent change to
Other Indexes October 1977 fromr—
ftem and group index
base September October October September
1977 1977 1976 1977
HOUSING < v v it e iyttt aee it taeeeannnaennrennnnaarenn 192.7 193. 6 7.5 0.5
Shelter Ly e e, 194, 7 195. 6 7.5 .5
Rent, residential. . .......oovnrireerinniererrernnnanenns 155,3 156. 1 6.3 .5
Homeownership 2. ... vt ieneinnnnrrnneeennocnneroneenss 209.1 210.0 7.8 .4
Mortgage interest rates. . . ... .covuevennnennerenoennnennes 140, 1 140, 2 -.4 .1
Property taXes . . ..o ivvereervuerrruosranerrosecaaranss 183.0 184.2 9.3 .7
Property inSurance premium . ........covevoverrnneranaraas 156. 8 157.3 6.0 .3
Maintenance and rePairs . .......oovvvrirencrvnensanirnes 218.5 219.6 7.5 .5
Maintenance and repair commodities . .............. e 182.3 182.5 7.4 .1
Exterior house paint ........covvvnuerrneeoncennaens 168.7 170.0 3.3 .8
Interiorhouse paint .. .....ovvveinnniennneneennneans 159,5 161.5 5.6 1.3
Maintenance and repair SEIvViCes . .. ... ..o ieen s 234.2 235,7 7.6 .6
Repainting living and dining_

FOOMIS, . ottt st iuieerisvnsnoesnsaooooesnnsnans 246, 1 247.3 7.0 - .5
Reshinglinghouse roof . .........ccvvveoeninnnaecnes 257.1 259, 8 8.7 1.1
Residinghouse. . ...ovvvreveriinnennneennoennoeenes 222, 6 223.9 8.1 .6
Replacingsink . .....ovvvueernnnas et 227.0 227.3 5.7 .1
Repairing furnace. .. ... vvviiiiieetriririeecnseanes 228.1 230, 8 8.3 1.2

Fuel and utilities ...........c.ooievieiivnnnn e 205.5 206.8 10.9 .6
Fueloilandcoal ................. i 285.1 287.2 13.5 .7
Fueloil, No.2........ e P 281,7 283.6 13.6 .7
Gas and electricity . .......... e ereeieac ety 218.0 219.3 12,8 .6
[T Ceaedeiiraesersesicataoanasnans 242.3 246, 4 17.9 1.7
Electricity ..... N ey eeiiiie e, 195.3 194,11 7.4 -.6
Other utilities:
Residential telephone services ....... 131, 7 131.9 .8 .2
Residential water and sewerage
services. . . .. e, e 215,11 218, 4 11.9 1.5
Household furnishings and operation * ............covvvievvunns 178.9 179.5 5.0 .3
Housefurnishings ....... 157.9 158, 4 4,1 .3
Textiles ............. T 158.3 158.5 4,6 .1
Sheets, full, flat . ........c.ovviiiiiiiiiiiiinennneeas 154. 4 154, 9 -1.2 .3
Curtains, tailored . . .....ocoiiiniiiieiiieriiirriaaen . 146.8 145, 4 .1 -1.0
Bedspreads. .. ....ooiiiiiiiiii it iieii ittt 165. 4 167.9 10.7 1.5
Drapery fabrics ..... N 201.2 200,0 10.3 -.6
Pillows, bed ...... i, e 136.1 136,3 2.9 .1
Slipcovers and throws, ready-made . . .. 144, 3 145, 2 3.3 .6
Furnitureand bedding..............c..00en 159,1 159.5 4.3 .3
Bedroom furniture, chest and
dresser ............... TN Mar. 70 141, 0 141, 7 4,9 .5
Sofas, upholstered ............... reetrsrecaes PR 145,0 145, 6 3.0 .4
Cocktail tables............ PP Dec. 71 128.7 128.9 -1,9 .2
Dining room chairs. . ......... . Mar. 70 148. 2 148, 3 6.8 .1
Recliners, upholstered .. ..... . Dec. 71 114.3 114, 2 1.8 P |
Sofas, dual purpose .......euiuinveeririenneninn 143.7 143.4 3.6 -2
Bedding, mattress and box springs .. . .....coveeeiianieenan June 70 138,8 139.3 2,6 .4
Aluminum folding chairs .. ........... ® (® % *)
[ T 166, 3 166.9 7.1 .4
Floorcoverings .......ccovvuvernnass . 141, 3 141.5 2.5 .1
Broadloom carpeting ............ TSN 5 128.0 127.5 1.5 -4
Viny! sheetgoods......... J N Ciareasenaaas 171.7 174, 4 4,6 1.6
Vinylfloortile .........ooiurieiiiiiii i 172.6 173, 6 3.9 .6
Appliances {excluding radio and TV)............0.0ue Cheees 141.5 142, 0 3.5 .4
Washing machines, electric...... A N eaen 146.5 147.5 3.1 .7
Vacuum cleaners . .........coeeveunanas R P 126. 3 124.8 2.0 -1.2
Refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers, '
@leCtrC. Lttt i it i et 140, 6 141, 5 3.6 .6
Ranges, free standing, gas or
electric. .. ... it e e, 144, 0 145, 2 3.3 .8
Clothes dryers, electric. ... ..cvcoiivneenncnnnenneenenns 157, 4 157, 7 3.9 .2
Air conditioners, demountable. . .. .. ....ooiiniiiiiiiin.. (%) ®) ) *)
Room heaters, electric, portable .............vveevnnenn. * 135.8 3,3 (%)
Garbage disposal UNits . ... ...vvieiiieniireearenaerenns 140. 6 141, 2 3.9 .4
Other housefurnishings:
Dinnerware, finechina. . ........ooiviiiveiiieiannenn, 207.8 207, 3 7.5 -.2
Flatware, stainlesssteel ...............ooevivvnnnn, ves 186.0 186.5 2.6 .3
Table lamps, withshade. .. .........ovviiiiinnnnnnn.. 154.1 153.8 3.6 -.2
Lawn mowers, DOWer, FOtary tYPe ........cevveeveernssn 167.5 167. 8 1.6 .2
Electricdrills, hand-held ............cc0iviiinennnnn 130.1 130,7 1.9 .5
Housekeeping supplies:
Laundry soapsand detergents ...........c...0u0un RPN 188.8 188.9 6.6 .1
Paper napkins 242.8 245.5 10,2 1.1
LI 1T T 267.7 268.8 10,2 .4
Housekeeping services:
Domestic services, general
housBWOrK . ..t cvi i i e 223, 6 223.8 4,2 .1
Baby sitterservices ........covivuieinans Jeeoriiaiiinns 229.2 229.6 4,5 .2
POStal Charges. . . ..o e it iii ittt 225.6 225, 6 0 0
Laundry, flatwork, finishedservice ...............ooovu, 226.0 227.0 9.3 .4
Licensed day care services, preschool
child ..o e e 174, 1 177.7 7.8 2.1
Washing machinerepairs .............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiinn, 211, 6 212.0 4.0 .2
See foonotes at end of table. 11
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average— Continued

Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Indexes Percent change to
Other October 1977 from—
Item and group index
base September October October September
1977 1977 1976 1977
Apparel and upkeep®. . .......ooeiinn.. e R, 156.2 157, 2 4.2 0.6
Apparel commodities. ............... e Cereiane 153, 5 154, 6 3.6 .7
Apparel commodities less footwear .. ........ e, 152. 6 153, 7 3.5 .7
Men'sand boys’ . ...ttt e 155.8 156, 2 4,1 .3
Men's:
Topcoats and all-weathercoats ................... 156.0 156, 8 1.9 .5
Suits, year roundweight . ............ e ere i 141,7 140, 4 -1 6 -9
SPOrt JacketS ... vviviian e T June 74 95.6 96,6 -l.4 1.0
Jackets, lightweight . .............ciiviiinnae PR 147, 9 147.8 5.0 -1
Slacks, heavyweight . . ................0.. v 119.0 120.8 -.9 1.5
Slacks, lightweight . .. ... .ooiiiiiien it iens 151, 3 152, 4 2,4 .7
Trousers, Work . ..o ..vuiii it 177.2 177.4 8,2 .1
Shirts, WOTK . . vt vv et ie v cenuniansonnorannasesnnns 176, 2 174, 1 7.5 -1,2
Shirts, businessordress . ................. 145, 8 146. 8 7.2 W7
Tshirts. . ...ovvivvevneinns PN e 179.8 180. 8 12,0 .6
SOCKS . .t it i i i e e 140. 7 140.6 3.8 -1
Handkerchiefs .. ..... e iee e e 174. 4 175.5 6.7 .6
Boys':
Coats, heavyWeight . .........ovvrveeennnrenneeonnnn 126.1 128,1 .2 1.6
Sport coats, wool or wool blends ..................... 130,3 131.8 1.9 1.2
Dungarees ........... e it e aeeree e 206, 7 206.5 5.5 -1
UNDErShOrtS . .. oottt e it 173,1 173.6 10.1 .3
Women'sand girls’ . .......ccoviiiniiieiann e 148. 6 150. 2 2,8 1.1
Women’s:
Coats, heavyweight .. ........c.viineinenrennennenns 163.4 166, 8 2.1 2.1
Carcoats, heavyWeight ... .......ovveevnnurennerennss 166.3 170.8 -.5 2.7
SWEALEIS ... ... vttt e 152.9 157, 3 10.9 2.9
Skirts, winterweight . ......... .. oottt irans 159.6 162.6 1.2 1.9
Skirts, summer weight ................ et 146.7 148, 7 5.1 1.4
BloUSES. .. i i i i e e it 149,3 150.5 3.4 .8
Dresses, street, year round weight ... .. e eteeaeaans P 157.2 156. 1 3.0 ~ 7
1 T 136.9 137.0 7.7 .1
Panties . . 162.3 162, 3 6.6 0
Girdles. ... 138.3 138.8 4,0 .4
Brassieres 155, 8 158, 0 3.4 1.4
Hoseorpanty hose, aylon . .........oviiinnnennnnss 93.4 92,4 .7 -1.1
Anklets or knee-lengthsocks . ........cvvvivinninnnann 140,1 140. 8 2.8 .5
Gloves, fabric. ............. et 127.9 127.2 -.4 -.5
Handbags........ooovenennn P [N . 172.8 171.7 -1.6 -6
Girls”:
RaINCOBIS. . ..ot iiin e iiiiie s rannnonssornnanas 122.9 126.2 -12,2 2.7
Skirts, falandwinter. ... ....... ... c0iiiiiiiiianns 156.2 160.7 -2,0 2.9
eSSBS . . ot vet it it i i e e 139.8 141.0 1.9 .9
Slacks, fallandwinter. .. ... ......coiiiierinrnnnenn 176.7 183,2 3.5 3.7
Slips....... . 143, 8 144, 7 4,3 .6
Handbags 154.3 153,5 5.1 -.5
Other apparel commodities .......... e e 163, 1 163.7 5.3 .4
[T -1 £ 214,8 215, 6 9.9 .4
Yard gOodS. . . .ottt it it e e 174.2 174.5 7.1 .2
Wrist watches, men’s and wOmen's ..........cccceenesoann. 142.7 142.8 .4 .1
FOOIWEAN . . . ittt iniietet st ttnnsaansnneasasenonsnnaons 158, 1 159, 1 4,1 .6
Men's:
SHOES, STTEET. . . oot iet et etrseteeniiiiiaieas 166. 4 166.8 5.1 .2
Shoes, work, high. . ...t iit ittt it cin i een i ireaeennnnnn 185.9 186. 0 6.7 .1
Women's:
Shoes, SEFEet, PUMP & . oo vivitueeerneoranroarractensonnnn 148.5 149, 5 2.3 .7
Shoes, evening, pump .. 141.7 142, 4 3.7 .5
Shoes, Casual .. ... .cvvrunnrreneiuonneerannnsonssnnnns 159.5 160, 1 3.0 .4
Houseslippers, scuff . ............ i, P 152.9 155,3 4.2 1.6
Children’s:
Shoes, oxford. . .............. PSP 160.3 161.3 3,2 .6
Sneakers, boys’, Oxford type ... .....cv i i 153, 6 158.1 6.2 2.9
Dressshoes, Girls’ . .o v vt iit it e iieeeieeennnenn 166.8 167.2 3.5 .2
Apparel services:
Drycleaning . ......ooiiiiniiiiii it it e 172.5 173.3 6.4 .5
Automatic laundry Service . . ... ... .. i i i e 161. 6 162. 6 12.1 .6
Laundry, men’sshirts. . . ... .o viuini ittt 179.3 180, 7 7.1 .8
Tailoringcharges . .........cocviiiiiieniiie e, 177.0 177.1 7.3 NS |
Shoe repairs . ... .ooviiiit sttt 165.5 166. 0 9.4 .3
TraNSPOMEBtION . . o vt et etveeneerneennanenreneneneenenenesnen 7178.4 178. 6 4.5 .1
PIIVAtE . Lttt e e e, 7177.8 177.9 4.5 .1
Automobiles, new .................. ettt e, 141.1 145, 7 4,7 3.3
Automobiles, Used . . .. ... i 182.5 178.0 -1,1 -2.5
Gasoline, regular, premium, andunleaded ..................... 190.5 190, 0 4,4 -3
MOtOr Ol .. i i e i et 167.0 168, 7 4.8 1.0
LT T 138.0 138.3 .2 .2
Auto repairs {(mechanical) and maintenance * .................. 206.7 207.6 7.6 .4
AULO INSUFANCE Premiums , ... o.veureinerenennn.. R 7215,9 214, 5 9.4 -.6
Auto registration fees ......... e, 142, 2 142.2 7.1 0
Parking fees, private and municipal .................000 i, . 195.3 197, 1 4.9 .9

See footnotes at end of table,
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average— Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage and clerical workers, 1967=100)
Percent change to
Other Indexes October 1977 from—
item and group index
base September October October September
1977 1977 1976 1977
Transportation—Continued
PUBHIC 41ttt iinenunsiiseunisnniseniianeenaneinns 184.1 184.4 3.9 0.2
Local transit fares, . . 179.1 179.1 1,9 0
Taxicab fares .. .. .ocovvrreeioeirirarasiiatcrsioiannains 192, 7 194.8 8.3 1.1
Railroad fares, coach ....... Ceerenas e esar e 186. 1 186.1 10,1 0
Airptane fares, chieflycoach ............coiiiiiiinnininnne 184, 3 184, 3 3.7 0
Bus fares, intercity. .......... Ceeneans 232,2 232,2 14.0 0
Health and recreation. . . ......ovvvveiennonsrrosnineaensssnnes 176, 1 177.1 6.6 .6
Medicaicare'® .........c.cc0.0n. 206.3 207, 2 9.7 .4
Drugs and preseriptions ... ..o vvvrnennrereriianrsananes 135.9 136.7 6.9 .6

Over-the-COuNter iteMS .. ...vvvvnervnroenireanesessnans 150. 8 151, 1 6.9 .2
Multiple vitamin concentrates .......c.c.oevueiievennenns 109.7 109.1 2,7 -5
ASpirin cOMPOUNdS .. ..o vivienierrriiiinannroeassss 150.2 151.1 7.5 .6
[T TT L B T = 122.5 122, 1 .6 -.3
Adhesive bandages, packages . ........ccevirraieieananes 216, 1 217.0 14,7 .4
Coldtablets or capsules . .. ......c.cvivneevinneennenss 138. 0 137.8 3.7 -1
COUGh SYIUP. 4 vttt v et eseiananensensersns 156, 7 158.0 6.2 .8

Prescriptions .. ..oeuueveenioninecnntreinnricnnnesanes 123.5 124, 6 6.9 .9
Anti-infectives . .........co00viuen 75.1 75. 6 3.3 .7
Sedative and hypnotics. . ... e setrear e 175.1 177.2 6.6 1,2
Ataractics. . .....cceviiiianann 117.8 117, 7 1.7 -1
Antispasmodits .. ....uviiiieiiiierre it eeiianns 153,3 156. 0 12,0 1.8
Cough preparations .............o00uuuus 204, 6 205, 2 11,0 .3
Cardiovasculars and antihypertensives ....... Ceiererienes 126, 4 126.9 4.4 .4
Analgesics, internal ............c 0 0eiiiiaan Cereiaees 126. 4 126. 6 4.6 .2
Hormones .........covvvvuinnnnn, F N 123.6 126.0 12. 6 1.9

Professional services:

Physicians fees. . ........co00vvunne 209.9 210, 7 9.1 .4
General physician, office visits. . ... 216,2 216, 8 9.1 .3
General physician, house visits. . .. 208, 8 209, 0 8.0 .1
Obstetrical CASeS. ... uovvivnrisunueroriovarnnseansas 210.9 212,3 7.3 .7
Pediatric care, officevisits . ............... 216.3 219.0 11. 8 1,2
Psychiatrist, office visits. . ............ 175. 4 175.8 6.0 .2
Herniorrhapy, aduit............ . 187.3 187. 7 7.5 .2
Tonsillectomy and adenoidectomy . . . . 206.3 206, 6 12.5 .1

Dentists’ fees .. .. .vvivtvnrriiiiiiiiiii e 188.8 189. 6 8,0 .4
Fillings, adult, amalgam, one surface ........ Ceeeveaneans 195, 3 196, 1 8.7 .4
Extrections, adult ................... Ceereeenes 190. 4 191. 6 8.9 .6
Dentures, fullupper. ..............c00nnnn 173.9 174. 4 5,5 .3

Other professional services:

Examination, prescription, and dispensing
of eyeglasses. ......... Creeeen. et brearreseaaraaan 170.7 171. 4 6.4 .4
Routine laboratory tests ................. 172.1 172.9 5.4 .5
Hospital service charges . ............... f et eiteenieesneaen Jan, 72 167. 6 168.5 10.5 .5

Semiprivate TOOMS . . ...t ovveverennenesaraananen eeeses 306.3 307.9 11.3 .5

Operating room charges......... eeeiears ettt 318.7 319.8 12,1 .3

X-ray, diagnostic series, upper Gf.......... P .. 192.8 193.5 7.9 .4

Laboratory tests. . . . . .vuuurerornitasiinassosnerassonas ’ Jan. 72 150. 4 151, 7 6.3 .9

Anti-infectives ........ciieiiiiieniierien, Jan. 72 135,2 136. 1 9.9 .7

Tranquilizers . .......oiiiiiiniicririsenceriorroninnan Jan. 72 147, 2 147, 7 13.4 .3

Electrocardiogram . .........cvvrensenncnennocssrsesans Jan. 72 146, 4 146.8 6.0 .3

Intravenous SOIULiON .. uveneueieneaas Ceeeiariaereaaen Jan, 72 159,3 159.8 8.6 .3

Physical therapy............... Jan, 72 170.8 171. 6 11,1 .5

Oxygen, inhalation therapy ...... Jan, 72 144,11 145,9 9.3 1,2

Personal care .......... feeeiieaees 172.8 173.9 6.1 .6
Toilet goods. . ..ovvvvieveinennnaans 169. 2 170.5 5.9 .8

Toothpaste, standard dentifrice . .........covvinivrennnnns 144, 5 146.2 4,1 1.2

Toilet saap, hard-milled . .......... Cessenenn 211,5 211.5 10,1 0

Hand lotions .......ccoveinionenneonnsnnannnnns PR 176.2 177.7 6.6 .9

Shavingeream, . ........c.ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei e enns 137.1 139.3 .9 1.6

Face powder ........ Chesasaes [ 174, 1 174, 7 1.7 .3

Deodorants .......vvveevernnnrenans Ceeeeaa. 126.5 129.0 5,5 2.0

Cleansing tissues ...........cvvneevencenens . 239,0 239.4 8.6 .2

Home permanent wave Kits ..........ccoeeveinnnneraonen 137. 6 139.2 6.3 1.2

Personal careservices . ................. eeeriiassaas 176. 6 177.5 6.4 .5

Men‘shaifCuts .. ...ovvinieirensnrereenssosnscsnnsones 176.0 177.3 5.7 W7

Beauty shop Services .......coovuvvsnccnnssnns 177.2 177. 8 7.0 .3
Women's haifcuts. . ....ocovvvnennnnnnnenes .. 213.6 214,5 9.9 .4
Shampoo and wave sets, plain ................ 175.0 175. 6 6.0 .3
Permanentwaves, cold...........coiveinninnas 144.9 145, 2 5,4 .2

Reading and racreation '%. ...... [P 159, 8 160, 6 4,6 .5
Recreational g00dS. . .. ...ovievierieiineriiinan 131.4 131. 6 2.5 .2

TV sets, portable andconsole .............vuen. 101, 4 101.5 -1.1 .1

TVreplacement tubes .. ....vuveernvrvanennsonncennans 176.2 177.7 6.5 .9

Radios, portable and tablemodels ............ PO 105.3 104, 2 -.8 -1.0

Tape recorders, portable .......cooveiineniiieinineinnns 95.0 94,3 -2.3 -7

Phonograph records, stereophonic . ........oveiviesnennnss 127.0 127.0 2,4 0

Movie cameras, 8Mm . ... .o.vviverecnnacroraranses 96.3 96,2 .7 -1

Fitm, 36mm, color. ..o vvviienieirivannorrinnnnnnnnes . 134,2 134,3 4,8 .1

Golfballs...........ooviiiiiriiieeriniiiiennsans .. 104, 4 104.9 .9 .5

See footnotes at end of table,
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average— Continued

{C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
Percent change to
Other Indexes October 1977 from—
Item and group index
base September October October September
1977 1977 1976 1977
Health and recreation—Continued
Reading and recreation~—Continued
Recreational goods—Continued
Basketballs, rubber orvinylcover ............cvvvnniienns 150, 6 150, 1 1.6 -0.3
Fishing rods, fresh-waterspincasting ... ...........c000uenn 128, 3 128.0 2,6 -2
Bowlingballs . .................coiuinils P 134, 4 134, 3 1.8 -.1
BicyCles, BOYS .. .oi vttt i it e 148. 4 148. 4 1.2 0
THCYCIES .. e e e 156.3 157.5 3.6 .8
Dog food, cannedorboxed ................. e 185.5 186. 5 6,1 .5
Recreational SBIVICeS ... ...uvvvrvvnreencererannonnenaans 163.5 164, 1 4.1 .4
tndoor movie admissions . .. .....vvrt it ean 188, 9 187.9 4.4 -.5
AUIL. . e e 178.9 177.9 2.2 -.6
Children’s. . ..ottt iiniiiin s 217. 4 216.3 9.8 -.5
Drive-in movie admissions . ............ e 192. 4 193, 4 5.2 .5
Bowling fees, evening. .........coiiiiiuiiniiiiieniiaan 155.0 158. 0 6.0 1.9
Golf greenfees............. s 174,5 174. 3 4,2 ~.1
IR - LT 110.2 110,5 1.6 .3
Filmdeveloping . . ....covvivriiiiirinninreiannaannns 121.3 121.7 -1.6 .3
Reeding and education:
Newspapers, street sale and delivery............... PN 195.0 195, 4 6.5 .2
Magazines, single copy and subscription. .. .........c.00vuln. 204, 1 203, 8 8.4 -.1
Piano lessons, beginner . ...... ..o iiiiiiie i 156. 1 156. 8 5.7 .4
Other goods and Services .. .....ccovveneveerecranncnns ereaen 160, 6 161.5 4,6 .6
Tobacco products ............ Cetreseeeteanans ereean .. 170. 0 171. 7 6.6 1.0
Cigarettes, nonfilter tip, regular size. ... . e, vees 172, 6 174, 7 7.1 1.2
Cigarettes, filter tip, kingsize............c.ov0vuse. .. 172.9 174. 4 6.6 .9
Cigars, domestic, regularsize ........ eeeenea e PR 135.5 136.3 3.7 .6
Alcoholic beverages . .......... P 151.9 152, 3 2.7 .3
Beer, athome .........ciiiirenininrnreinnnnnunnness N 146, 6 146. 4 1.1 -.1
Whiskey, spirit blended and straight bourbon ............... 118.5 118. 6 1.8 .1
Wine, dessertand table. ............... e ieeieneaes .. 163.1 164. 7 4,1 1.0
Beer, away fromhome............. ereeeiaees 174, 8 175.8 4.4 .6
Financial and miscellaneous personal expenses:
Funeral services, adult .. ..........0riieinvrrincrnanns 157, 6 158, 2 4,7 .4
Bank service charges, checking account .......... 134, 4 134, 7 3.5 .2
Legal services, short formwill ........ hreeesireans 216,0 216.2 7.1 .1
1 Also inchudes hotel and mote! rates not shown separately. " Revised indexes, see table 11.
2 Also includes home purchsse costs not shown separataly. ©® Also includes storage batteries and drivers’ license fees not shown separately.
? Alsoincludes pine shelving, furnace filters, packaged dry cement mix, and shrubbery ? Includes prices for water pump replacement, motor tune-up, automatic trans-
not shown separately. mission repair, front-end alignment, and chassis lubrication; does not include prices for
4 Also includes window shades, nails, carpet sweepers, air deodorizers, steel wool  auto body repairs. In the CPI this component represents consumers’ direct, out-of-
scouring pads, envelopes, reupholstering, and moving expenses. ’ pocket expenses for automobile repairs and maintenance.
* Priced only in season. 1% Also includes health insurance not shown separately.
¢ Also includes' men’s sport shirts, women'’s and girls’ lightweight coats, women’s t1 Also includes outboard motors, nondurable toys, college tuition fees, paperback
slacks, bathing suits, girls’ shorts, earrings, and zippers not shown saparately. | books, and college textbooks, not shown separately.
14

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Table 5. CPl—selected areas, all items index

Consumer price index for urban earners and clerical workers)
L wage tcal

Pricing Indexes
Area ! 2 Percent change from:
whedule | 1967-100 | 1957.60=100| Other
October July |September
October 1977 1976 1977 1977
US. City 8Verage .. ......cvivveuuineeesovnsnorsroronnoans M 184.5 214. 6 6.5 1.0 0.3
ChiCagOo ... vtin it rnneernronnsrortssasossrosssossnans M 178.8 203, 2 ’ 6,3 1.4 .2
Detroit .......c.o00vuen . M 183.1 210, 4 6.8 .3 .2
Los Angefes—LongBeach ...........c..0vireiiencaannanan M 181. 6 213, 6 5.9 .7 0
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J ........... P M 187.6 223.3 4.8 .6 .2
Philadelphia . .. .......coooiviivann. e eierieaeasean M 187.0 218.5 6.8 1.2 .3
October 1977 Oclt:;::r ‘I};;%
[ 12 N 1 3185.17 4222,.5 5.5 .7
HOUSION . ... . it it iiiiiiier e diiinsseiscrsaesions 1 192. 7 220.5 5.9 .6
Minneapolis—St. Paul. . . .....ccivieeeiiianecrinernnrenaann 1 187.0 216.7 7.8 1.4
Pittsburgh. .. ..o iee i i et i s 1 183,5 211,0 7.4 1.6
August 1977 A;‘g;‘:‘ Ay
2 182.7 5200, 8 6.2 .8
2 181.1 204, 5 6.2 .7
2 182, 4 5197.2 7.9 L7
2 178.7 201.7 5.7 .4
2 184, 1 £193.5 7.0 1.9
2 180.2 211.8 8.8 2.3
2 185.5 216, 1 7.2 1.8
September 1977 Seplt ;%ber ‘;;’7‘;
T T N 3 183.0 210.5 6.6 2.2
Baltimore. ... ..ottt e et e 3 188.8 219.2 7.0 1.6
CINCINNBLE ...\ttt ieinsniinnanienaeneennss 3 185.2 210, 2 7.6 1.8
HONOMIU . . oo v vt e it eeeeenenrieancasosanaononsnaanns 3 173. 4 7186.9 5.7 1.7
Kansas City .......civveverinnnsoioreoronnassronsnnnnes 3 180.6 214. 4 7.1 .9
St.Louis ..uvieeiin.n N 3 179.1 209,2 7.2 1,0
San Francisco—0akiand .......c..coiiieiiiiiiniiiiinannans 3 184, 0 219.0 8.3 1.8

! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- 3 Revised indexes (1967=100): Januery 1977, 178.9; April 1977, 181.8; July
politan Statistical Area {SMSA) except for New York and Chicago which have more 1977, 184.5. .
extensive Standard Consolidated Areas. Area definitions were established for the 1960 4 Revised indexes (1957-69=100): January 1977, 214.3; April 1977, 2172.8; July

Census and exclude revisions made since 1960. 1977, 211.0.
2 Foods, fuels, and several other items priced every month in alf cities; most other 5 November 1963=100,
goods and services priced as indicated: ¢ February 1965=100.
M — Every month. 7 December 1963~=100.
1 — January, April, July, and October.
2 — February, May, August, and November. NOTE: Price changes within areas are found in the Consumer Price Index; ditferences
3 — March, June, September, and December. in living costs among areas are found in family budgets.

Table 6. CPl—areas ' priced monthly, by expenditure class, percent change from September 1877 to October 1977
jConsumer price index for urban wage sarners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

. us. _ New York—
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit "f;:'m""" Northesstsrn | Philadelphia

average New Jortey
Al EBIMS. . vt ver et venerrennneeivnestenisoosonnessonas 0.3 0.2 0.2 (4] 0,2 0.3
LT -.1 .2 .4 .2 .2 .5
Housing ......... . .. .5 .3 -.1 -5 .2 “.1
Apparel and upkeep . . .. . .6 -1.5 4 1.2 -4 .9
TranspOrtation. . .. .ovrieennorseestneasesonssnnacaronas .1 .1 0 -3 . 4 -1
Health and recreation. . .. .......cvvevreieoruneererenssons .6 .8 .4 .6 .2 .5
Medicalcare. ... ....ovttiiiiiiiiiiiiieiinneiannnnens .4 .6 , 1 .8 .5 -1

PerSONBl CAE. . . v\ e eueseraerroneraseneensoeessenons .6 (% (% (%) (2 )
Readingand recreation ..........cccvvveernniannscearans .5 1.1 .1 .1 .2 .7
Othergoods and Services . ........civvieeeveinnnanssnnnn .6 1.1 .6 .1 .1 1.2
! See footnote 1, table 5. ? Not available.
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Table 7. CPl—selected areas, by expenditure class

[(+ price index for urban wage earners and clericat workers, 1967=100)
us Los New York—| i .
Expenditure class city Boston Chicago Detroit Houston A';_’::f: a T;:'I':: :l;tr:hm :e’:::ia bP:.t:gsh
average Beach New Jersey
Indexes, October 1977

AR Items .. vveeerinneenns, P 184.5 2185, 7 178.8 183.1 192.7 181, 6 187.0 187. 6 187, 0 183, 5
Food ........ccoiviiiinninnnn, P | 194.4 193, 5 195.5 188.7 199.9 188.7 200.6 196. 7 201.1 196.9
Food at home .............. PN 191.7 190.0 194, 2 185,1 192.1 186, 8 193.6 197.3 197.1 193, 2
Cereals and bakery products ,......... 185.6 191.3 188, 1 196.0 178.4 184.5 195.0 189.3 197.1 196. 2
Meats, poultry, and fish ..... PN 180.9 181, 8 185,3 173.8 188. 6 179. 4 183,4 179.5 186. 6 185.2
Dairyproducts. ...........o0uuunnsn 176.2 169.1 170, 0 176, 2 183.3 162, 0 192,1 180. 1 180, 7 171, 7
Fruits and vegetables ............... . 184, 0 179.7 195. 6 163.2 192.4 175, 2 181.6 200. 6 189, 7 185.4
Other food athome . ............ cee 230.5 230, 2 235.3 223.2 210, 6 225.9 215.3 245, 0 236. 1 226.5
Food away fromhome ............ 204, 6 206. 0 201, 0 204,7 227.5 193.9 231.5 195, 2 218.1 218.9
Housing ........ e PN 193,6 187. 0 176.3 186.7 210, 0 191, 3 202.9 194, 4 195.1 192, 0
Shelter............c00nen s 195.6 183.5 177.3 191, 1 226.4 199, 2 214, 1 192, 7 204, 8 195.6
Rent, residential. . ............... 156. 1 168.5 %) 153, 7 159.5 ®) 154, 1 173.3 3 154, 6
Homeownership.......... eraiaeae 210, 0 189, 4 191.9 198. 4 250.0 211, 2 224,4 206, 3 214,.2 207.2
Fuel and utilities ..................... 206.8 209. 6 180,8 205, 0 193, 7 169. 3 199.9 225,2 196.5 201, 7

Fueloilandcoal ................... 287.2 275.3 283, 6 287.3 - - 290.0 293.8 279.6 -
Gasandelectricity . ... ...coovnvnriuns 219.3 187.0 191, 2 218.5 214, 9 199, 5 207.0 257.2 203, 0 242,2
Household furnishings and operation. , ... . 179.5 180.0 170, 6 161, 2 188.2 174.4 172.4 180. 8 176.5 176. 6
Apparel and upkeep............ P 157. 2 162.5 144, 2 148. 6 175, 3 146.9 149.8 152, 3 145, 7 150, 2
Men'sandboys’ .........ccovvininnan 156, 2 150, 8 134,1 155,3 160, 6 140, 9 153, 1 141, 0 149, 1 142, 7
Women'sand girls’ ............ N 150, 2 164. 8 137, 3 132.9 178.8 141.3 141,5 147.3 127. 3 147.9
Footwear........ e, RN 159.1 161.3 150, 6 148.8 170. 3 151.3 153.3 156. 4 156.3 157.6
Transportation .......... e . "178.6 5207.5 182, 1 177.3 168. 4 181, 1 168.5 195.5 185. 6 179.9
Private . ..ovuveninennnrnnnnenrenans .| 8177.9 | 7213.9 | 181.6 177.4 168.8 | 182.8 169.5 185, 8 186. 8 180. 8
Public ....covvniiviniiinnnennninnns 184.4 168. 1 185.8 174, 0 162. 1 149.2 154.2 232.8 178.9 174, 3
Health and recreation .............. ... . 177.1 172, 4 179.3 191.5 185.1 173.7 175. 6 182.3 181.9 177.7
Medicalcare................. 207.2 196.7 212, 6 243, 4 223,0 209, 7 188, 9 220.5 226.6 205.1
Personal care 173.9 169. 4 (%) 178.2 182.2 %) 178.3 *) 171.6 170. 6
Reading and recreation ................ 160. 6 161. 6 160. 4 158. 8 155, 7 146. 1 172.7 168, 4 159.9 160. 6
Other goodsand services . ...........cun 161.5 163.3 166.5 166. 6 163, 1 162. 0 162.2 163.1 162.7 171. 2

Percent changes, July 1977 to October 1977

AllItems . ...ttt iiiiaiaas . 1.0 0,7 1.4 0.3 0,6 0.7 1.4 0.6 1.2 1.6
FOood ...oiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieinniinnaan -.1 -.5 1.3 -.3 .5 .6 .2 -6 .3 .5
Foodathome ................... .. -.6 -1.2 1.5 -1,0 -1.0 .3 -.2 -9 .2 .4
Cerealsandbakeryproducts .......... 1.3 .5 1.8 2.1 -1.8 1.3 -.1 1.2 .9 2.8
Meats, poultry, andfish.............. .3 .8 1.3 -1,1 -1.3 1.9 .3 0 .4 1.5
Dairy products. . ....oeviivennannnan 1.2 .6 5,7 .5 -2 2,5 3.7 .7 2.2 .8
Fruits and vegetables ............ -5.2 -8,2 -1.0 -8.2 1.0 -3.3 -2.3 -5.1 -6.2 -5.7
Other foodathome . ................ -~ 4 -9 .9 1.5 -1.8 -.8 -2.1 -l.2 2.9 1.8
Food away fromhome ........... 1.4 2.1 .9 2.6 .8 1.3 1.8 .5 .7 .8
HOUSING « o0 oo evieninnnnnnnnss e 1.6 .3 1.8 -4 .7 .4 2.2 1.0 1.9 2.9
Shelter.......coivvvinvinnanensinnas 1.8 ~.2 2.4 .5 1.9 -.1 3.5 1.4 1,2 2.8
Rent, residential. . ......... R 1.6 1.1 " 81.4 1.5 ) 1.9 5.8 ) 3.2
Homeownership . 1.8 -.8 2.7 .2 2.0 -.5 3.6 1.2 1.2 2.7
Fuel and utilities . . 1.6 1.1 .4 -5.4 -4.0 2.4 ~1.7 -.1 3.3 4.4

Fuel oil and coat . 1.2 2.3 1.4 .6 - - .4 1.3 2.0 -
Gasand electricity ... ... vvueiiiiaann 1.5 .1 -4 -9.5 -6,8 2.8 -2.8 -1.2 5.6 5.5
Household furnishings and operatnon...... 1.2 .7 1.1 .9 .9 1.3 .6 .8 2.4 1.9
Apparel andupkeep............c.o0ununnn 2.5 5.0 1.6 1.2 3.4 3.2 .7 2.6 2.4 2.0
Mensandboys' .......ovvneenninnensn 2.4 3.1 1.3 2.9 -1.0 5.1 3.0 2.8 1.5 2.6
Women'sand girls’ . ........coiieeiiinn 3.2 9.1 2.1 1.0 6.0 3.8 -1.6 2,2 3.2 2.3
Footwear............covvvvinnnnn 2,1 1.2 .7 -2.8 3.0 .9 1.3 4,9 3.6 1.7
THRSPOrtation. ... .coovevenvennannnnnns -3 ~.5 -.8 .2 -1.0 -1 -.5 .3 .4 -.3
Private .......... et -.4 -. 6 -1.0 .1 -1.1 -1.2 -.6 4 .5 -.4
Public ..... f et et esaeas .5 .7 1.3 .4 .1 .3 1.6 .2 .2 .8
Healthand recreation. . .................. 1.7 1.8 2.3 2.0 1.6 2,0 2.8 .8 1.3 2.1
Medicalcare..............cooveiuinn 1.8 2.3 2.0 2.6 2.0 2,3 1.1 1.0 .6 1.7
Personal care 1.5 1,7 ?) 1.6 1.3 (%) 2.6 (*) 1.4 1.5
Reading and recreation ................ 1.8 1.3 2,1 1.8 .3 1.1 6.1 2.4 1.2 1.6
Other goods and services ............... 1.5 1.9 2.6 1.5 2.6 2.3 1.2 ~.5 2.6 3.4

! See footnote 1, table 5,

* Revised indexes: January 1977, 178.9; April 1977, 181.6; July 1977, 184.5.

2 Not available.

174.7; April 1977, 176.7; May 1977, 178.1; June 1977, 179.1; July 1977, 179.2;

August 1977, 178.8; September 1977, 178.4.
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* Revised indexes: January 1977, 203.0; April 1977, 206.6; July 1977, 208.5.

% Revised indexes: January 1977, 171.5; February 1977, 172.6; March 1977,

174.0; April 1977, 176.2; May 1977, 177.7; June 1977, 178.6; July 1977, 178.7;
* Revised indexes: January 1977, 172.2; February 1977, 173.2; March 1977, August 1977, 178.2; September 1977, 177.8.

® Change from August 1977.

16

T Revised index: January 1977, 209.1;

Aprit 1977, 213.1; July 1977, 215.2.



Table 8. CPi—food groups, selected areas

{C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1867=100)
Food at home
Food
Cereals i Other
' Total Meats, . Fruits away
Area food Total and poultry, Dairy and foods from
bakery sndfish | Products | yegotables at home
products home
Indexes, October 1977
US.cityaverage ..........ccovineninnnnns 194, 4 191. 7 185. 6 180.9 176, 2 184.0 230.5 204, 6
AHaNta ... .ot ey 200.5 199.1 190.9 181.7 196.4 204.8 225.5 205.1
Baltimore ........eoiveeniveinneonnneenns 198.9 196, 2 178.8 188. 4 174. 6 194, 0 236.8 209.3
Boston .. 193.5 190, 0 191,3 181.8 169. 1 179.7 230.2 206, 0
Buffalo. . . 191.0 188.8 184.8 177.8 175.4 177.2 228.1 203.3
Chicago ........ e e 195.5 194.2 188.1 185.3 170.0 195.6 235.3 201, 0
Cincinnati ... ovveennicniiiiieriirrnians 202.0 203,8 195.4 187.3 179.8 203,1 254, 0 195.2
Cleveland .......c.oivviirnniininninnsss 197.3 196.2 198.8 184.8 190.0 177.8 231.0 203. 6
Dallas .....covvviiiieniennnniiiniiiness 193.1 187.0 184.5 174.9 173.4 179.5 216.7 215.1
Detroit ..vvuveninrrnerriorrnneneennennn 188.7 185,1 196.0 173.8 176.2 163.2 223.2 204.7
Honolulu 195,9 191. 6 173.4 189.7 190.5 190, 2 213,3 208, 0
Houston ........ccevieeineiinnecnnnanns 199.9 192.1 178. 4 188. 6 183, 3 192, 4 210, 6 227.5
Kansas City 196.2 191. 6 182.2 179. 4 185.7 179.8 226.6 210.8
‘Los Angeles—LongBeach ................. 188. 7 186.8 184, 5 179.4 162, 0 175.2 225.9 193.9
Milwaukee . .......00iiiiiiiiiiiriiianas 190. 6 187.5 185.1 177.1 179.7 180, 1 216.0 (@)
Minneapolis—St. Paul ..................... 200, 6 193.6 195.0 183.4 192.1 181. 6 215.3 231.5
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J ...........cc00venue 196.7 197.3 189.3 179.5 180.1 200, 6 245.0 195, 2
Philadelphia . 201.1 197.1 197.1 186. 6 180.7 189.7 236.1 218.1
Pittsburgh .............. . 196.9 193.2 196.2 185.2 171.7 185.4 226.5 218.9
SLLOUIS tvivvvervrivunnroniioninsinnes 194. 6 193, 4 194. 8 175.8 183, 3 186. 4 233.4 200,3
SanDiego .....vvviiiiiiii i 193.7 181.5 174.3 176.8 163, 4 175.0 212.4 (%)
San Francisco—QOakland ................... 190.2 191.3 183, 6 184,3 169.1 174.6 239.0 186. 4
Seattle .......c.ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiriiieinaas 190. 8 188, 9 183,5 184, 3 172, 0 169. 6 226.7 196.9
Washington ............covivinuineniinns 202.5 196.1 196.8 178.0 160, 7 195.4 246.8 218.7
Percent changes, September 1977 to October 1977
US.cityaverage ...........cooovvnnnnnnns -0.1 -0.3 0.4 -0, 7 0.5 0.4 -0.9 0.4
Atanta ... ..iiiiiiiiriirriiiiaeniiaans .3 .2 1.2 -7 .9 .8 - .8
Baltimore -3 -.4 4] .3 .6 -1.8 -.8 .2
Boston ~.2 -.6 .8 -.5 [} -1.3 -1.3 1.2
Buffalo -.1 -1 -.3 -.6 .3 1.2 -.5 0
Chicago .2 -.1 .5 .2 .4 -.3 -.8 1.1
Cincinnati .4 .4 -.8 -.1 .1 1.8 .6 .7
Cleveland .....o.ovviunviinieiierennnnes 1.9 2.2 2.8 .9 4.9 2.2 2.2 .4
Dallas ....oviiiieiiienniinersieenncenans -.6 -7 -.6 -1.6 1.5 .2 -1.3 -.1
Detroit ......covviiireanerionsecnarsnns .4 [} -.9 W1 .3 2.4 -1.3 2,2
Honolulu -.1 -.2 .6 -.5 -.2 -2 -.1 .1
Houston. . .. . -.2 -.5 -1.3 -.6 .7 .2 -9 .6
Kansas City . .o.vviniivnrsneinanennnannes .1 .1 -.9 .4 .7 1.3 -7 .1
Los Angeles—LongBeach .................. .2 .2 W7 -.2 .7 1.3 -.7 .4
Milwaukee ... ..oviiiineriiiirianrineens -.9 -1.1 -.6 -2.9 -.1 .6 -.8 Q)]
Minneapolis—St. Paul ..............000unen 1.0 1.1 .1 .1 2.1 4,7 -. 4 .8
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J ...........c0vvuens .2 .1 .7 -.3 .6 1.0 -.6 .2
Philadelphia .5 .6 2.6 -.3 .8 .6 .2 .3
Pittsburgh .. . .4 .4 .9 -.6 .1 3.2 -.2 .4
St.Louis ...oooviiiiiiiiii et -.6 -7 -.9 -6 -7 .9 -1.6 -1
SN DIBGO + v vveererrniaraeaaaeann .5 .7 .3 1.3 .4 1.8 -4 (3
San Francisco—Oakland ................ 0 -2 1.5 -1.3 .4 1.6 -1.1 .7
SATHE - e vvvrreneerrnieeeieanneeanans 0 -.3 -.2 -.2 0 1.7 -1.6 .7
Washington ........cvovviievinincnisnnss -1 -.5 -1.4 -9 1.3 .1 -.8 .6
! See footnote 1, table 5. 2 Not available,
17

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Table 9. CPl—gasoline indexes, U.S. city average and selected areas

[\ price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, January 1976=100)
Leaded regutar gasoline Unleaded regular gasoline Premium gasoline
Percent change; Percent changef {Percent change
Area! Index to October Index to October index to October
1977 from~ 1977 fromr— 1977 from—
September| October |September|September| October |September |September| October |September
1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977
U.S.cityaverage ............... 107.7 107.3 -0,4 110, 1 109.9 -0,2 108. 7 108.5 -0,2
Atlanta ........c.ciiiiineennn 108.1 107.9 -2 113. 8 113.5 -.3 111.9 111.9 0
Baltimore................c.vetn 104.8 103, 6 -1 108, 7 107, 6 -1,0 107.0 106, 8 -2
Boston...............ccc0vnen 106, 3 106, 1 -2 112.1 112, 1 0 108, 8 108, 8 0
Buffalo............covevnne. 106. 8 106, 5 -.3 107. 8 107.8 0 107.5 107.5 0
Chicago .......covvviiiiinnns 107. 6 107, 2 -.4 109. 7 109.3 -.4 108.4 108, 0 -4
Cincinnati ................ ... 107, 2 107, 3 .1 110,2 110. 4 .2 107.5 107. 7 .2
Cleveland...................00 105. 4 104.8 -6 109.3 109, 5 .2 106, 8 106, 4 -.4
Dalles........oovvvvvennnnnen 110, 7 110.0 -.6 113.1 113.0 -1 111,0 110, 8 -2
Detroit............cevvevnnns, 107.5 107.1 -4 112, 4 112. 4 0 110. 1 110.0 -.1
Honolulu ................cuue 105. 4 105,3 -.1 106, 4 106.3 -.1 105, 4 105.3 -.1
Houston..........ovvvinennan, 110,0 109.2 .7 112, 1 111,5 -.5 109.7 109.1 -.5
Kansas City ......ovvvnvnvnnnnn 109, 2 107, 4 -1,6 111,9 111.0 -.8 109.4 108.5 -.8
Los Angefes—Long Bsach. ........ 108. 4 108, 4 0 110.0 116, 0 0 108, 2 108.3 .1
Milwaukee . ...........000uunns 109.0 108, 4 -.6 111.8 111.4 -.4 109.3 109, 4 .1
Minneapolis—St. Paut. ........... 108. 7 108, 2 -.5 111.5 111.1 -4 109.7 109. 4 -.3
N.Y.—-Northeastern N.J .......... 104. 4 103.5 -9 108. 6 108.3 -.3 106.9 106, 4 -5
Philadelphia................... 106. 3 106, 0 -3 110,2 109.5 -~ 6 108.2 107.9 -3
Pittsburgh .................... 107. 8 107.5 -.3 110, 4 109.8 -.5 109.5 109.2 -.3
St.Louis ..ooeiiniiiiiiiannes 108.5 108. 7 .2 110.5 110, 6 .1 108.8 108.9 .1
SanDiego .......... . 0hiiinnn 106.9 106. 2 -7 109.0 108. 1 -.8 107.1 106. 4 -7
San Francisco—Oakland . ......... 108, 1 107.8 -.3 107.9 107.7 -2 106.5 106.3 -2
Seattle .........covviiiiienans 111.4 111.7 .3 112,11 112.4 .3 111.5 111.5 0
Washington ................... 106. 4 106.0 -4 110.3 109. 6 ~. 108.5 108.0 -.

! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those established
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.

Table 10. CPl—gasoline average prices, U.S. city average and selected areas
{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)

Leaded regular gasoline I Unleaded regular gasoline Premium gasoline
Area Average price per gallon
August | September| October August September| October August |September| October

1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977
U.S.cityaverage ............... $0.630 $0. 629 $0.627 $0. 667 $0.666 $0, 665 $0, 684 $0.684 $0,683
Atlanta.........cooeviiinnannn .614 . 624 . 622 . 675 . 684 . 682 .693 . 701 . 701
Baltimore..........cocvvvunnns . 629 . 626 .619 . 666 . 667 . 660 . 689 689 . 688
BOSION . ..ooviiiiiiaininaae, . 624 . 622 . 621 . 673 .674 . 674 . 684 . 684 . 684
Buffalo...........ovnvveiiinn. . 641 . 634 .632 .674 . 665 . 665 . 699 . 689 .689
Chicego ......ovvvvenennnnnns . 650 . 645 . 643 . 696 .693 . 690 . 701 . 696 . 693
Cincinnati .......coiviiniinaen .617 .617 . 617 . 653 .653 . 654 . 670 . 669 .670
Cleveland ..................00 .611 .617 .613 . 647 . 650 . 651 . 664 . 671 . 668
Dallas.......coovvvunvenninnns .597 .595 .591 . 628 . 628 .628 . 642 . 642 . 641
Detroit. ......oovvvnenennvnnns . 625 . 623 .621 . 680 . 679 . 679 . 694 . 696 . 695
Honolulu . ovvviiiivinennenns <721 722 . 721 . 738 . 740 . 740 . 764 . 766 . 765
Houston..........coevvvvinnns .582 .580 .575 .614 .612 .609 . 633 .632 .629
Kansas City .......cco0vvevnnns . 606 . 605 .595 .'640 . 637 . 632 . 656 . 655 . 650
Los Angeles—Long Beach. . ....... .631 . 633 .633 . 669 . 672 . 672 .676 .678 . 679
Milwaukee . ............c.0vunen .596 .593 .590 . 634 . 632 . 630 . 651 . 648 . 649
Minneapolis—St. Paul............ . 629 . 625 . 622 . 664 . 659 . 657 . 697 . 695 . 693
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J .......... .672 .624 . 619 . 667 . 668 . 666 . 692 .694 . 690
Philadelphia................... .620 .620 .618 676 . 674 . 670 . 693 . 694 . 692
Pittsburgh. . .......oovuvuunn,.n .623 . 626 . 624 . 663 . 664 . 661 . 683 . 684 . 682
St.LOUiS ...ovviriiniiiininns .618 . 615 .616 . 645 . 643 . 644 . 669 .668 . 669
San Diego...........oviinnan. . 641 . 645 . 640 .682 . 685 . 679 . 693 .696 . 691
San Francisco—Oskland. ......... . 663 . 663 . 662 . 682 . 682 . 681 . 703 .702 . 701
Seattle ............ .. . 640 .639 . 641 . 664 . 665 . 667 . 688 . 689 .689
Washington ............... ... . 644 . 640 . 638 . 692 . 692 . 687 712 L1711 .708

! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those established
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960,
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‘Table 11. CPI—U.S. clty average: Indexes for components affected by revision of the auto insurance component,

revised' and as previously published

(1967=100 unless otherwise indicated)

January February March Aprit May
1977 1977 1977 1977 1977
1tem
. Previously . Previously . Previously . Previously . Proviously
Revised | L plished | ROVIsed | o piined | Pevised | o piished | ReVised | Dibished | Revised | tiched
GeIVICES .. \vvvieinicirstnioianaeianns 187.4 187.5 N.C. 188, 7 N.C. 190.0 191.2 191.3 192.2 192.3
Serviceslessrent ........coiiueninnnn 194.3 194.4 N.C. 195. 6 197.0 197.1 N.C. 198. 4 199, 4 199, 5
Transportation services .............. 182.9 183.2 183, 3 183. 6 184.8 185, 1 186.7 186.9 187. 4 187.7
Special indexes:
Services iess medical care services .......... N.C. 184.3 N.C. 185.3 N.C. 186.5 N.C. 187.7 188. 6 188.7
Insurance and finance ...........c00nvenn 202.8 202.9 204.3 204, 5 205.5 205, 6 207.8 207.9 208,7 208.8
Transportation. . .....ooverineveenrrnonns 172.2 172.3 173.2 173.3 174. 7 174.8 176. 7 176.8 178.1 178,2
Private transportation. . . ............. ‘e 171.5 171.6 172.6 172, 7 174. 0 174, 1 176.2 176.3 177.7 177.8
Auto insurance rates. . .. .... 201, 3 202.1 203.0 203.8 205,2 206.0 209, 3 210, 1 209.5 210.3
Allitemstlessfood .......cvvvinnuniinnns N.C. 172.9 N.C. 174,0 N.C. 175.1 176.2 176.3 N.C. 177.3
Allitems lessshelter.................000s 173, 0 173.1 N.C. 175, 0 N.C. 176.1 N.C. 177.5 N.C. 178. 4
All items less medicalcare . ............... 174, 1 174, 2 N.C. 176. 0 N.C. 177.0 N.C. 178.4 N.C. 179.4
All items less mortgage interest costs...... s N.C. 173.3 N.C. 175.1 N.C. 176. 2 N.C. 177. 6 178.5 178. 6
All items less food andenergy .. ........... N.C. 170.5 N.C. 171.5 N.C. 172. 6 N.C. 173, 7 N.C. 174, 7
June July August September

1977 1977 1977 1977
. Previously . Previously . Previously . Previously
Revited | lished | POV | bihed | PEVIRd | Diilished | REVISed | oipiished
Services ....... e e se e eee e tes e N.C. 193, 7 N.C. 195, 3 N.C. 196.3 N.C. 197. 7
Services lessrent ........ Ceirereee e febeseeaieaiann N.C. 201.1 N.C. 202.8 203,8 203.9 205,3| 205.4
Transportation services ........... et e e 188.7 189.0 189. 4 189. 6 190. 0 190.2 191.0 191.3

. Special indexes:

Services less medical care services ................ Chreiaree e N.C. 190, 1 N.C. 191. 6 192.5 192, 6 N.C. 193.9
Insurance and finance .........ccviivuivecrinennneenns Ceenen . 210,7 210.8 213,5 213.6( 214.5 214, 7 216, 2 216, 4
Transportation. . ..o v v v ervievrsvaennrraccerssassenronan P 179.1 179.2 179, 2 179.3 178, 8 178.9 178.4 178.5
Private transportation. .. .. ..o iiiirciieraeteriienesiraoans 178. 6 178.7 178.7 178.8 178.2 178.3 177.8 177.9
AUTO INSUFANCE FATES . ..o vvv vt tinuureneneeeoarsnnenorss 211.7 212.4 212,17 213.5) 213.8 214. 6 215.9] 216.7
Altitemsfessfood ...............000uns PP PN .. N.C. 178, 4 179.1 179.2 179, 8 179.9 N.C. 180.9
Allitemsiessshelter. .........covivvviveennnnenn N 179. 6 179.7 N.C. 180, 2 N.C, 180. 8 N.C. 181.2
Allitemslessmedical care . .......c.civitiii it iiiiii et N.C. 180. 6 N.C. 181. 4 N.C. 182, 0 N.C. 182. 6
All items fess mortgage interest CoOsts . ..o ovvnveeernrranonnonennas N.C. 179.7 N.C. 180, 4 N.C. 181.0 N.C. 181. 6
Affitems less foodand energy . .......oviieeeriiniiniineviavanns N.C. 175.7 176. 4 176.5 177.1 177.2 N.C. 178.3

! In accordance with standard Bureau practice, indexes for automobile insurance,
and all higher level components which include automobile insurance, have been re-

calculated to take into account the partial refund to consumers in Massachusetts of
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insurance premiums paid earlier this year. Revised values are the offical indexes.
N.C.=no change.



Appendix: Technical Notes

Brief Explanation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average
changes in prices of goods and services usually bought
by urban wage earners and clerical workers. It is based
on prices of about 400 items which were selected to rep-
resent the movement of prices of all goods and services
purchased by wage earners and clerical workers. Prices
for these items are obtained in urban portions of 39
major statistical areas and 17 smaller cities, which were
chosen to represent all urban places in the United States.
They are collected from about 18,000 establishments—
grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling stations,
and other types of stores and service establishments.

Prices of food, fuels, and a few other items are
obtained every month in all 56 locations. Prices of most
other commodities and services are collected every month
in the five largest areas and every 3 months in other
areas. Prices of most goods and services are obtained by

personal visits of the Bureau’s trained representatives.
Mail questionnaires are used to obtain local transit fares,
public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices, and
certain other items.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various
items in each location are averaged together with weights
which represent their importance in the spending of all
wage earners and clerical workers. Local data are then
combined to obtain a U.S. city average. Separate indexes
are also published for 23 areas.

The index measures price changes from a designated
reference date—1967-——which equals 100.0. An increase
of 22 percent, for example, is shown as 122.0. This
change can also be expressed in dollars as follows: The
price of a base period ‘“market basket” of goods and
services bought by urban wage earners and clerical workers
has risen from $10 in 1967 to $12.20.

A Note About Calculating Index Changes

Movements of the indexes from one month to another
are usually expressed as percent changes rather than
"changes in index points because index point changes are
affected by the level of the index in relation to its base
period while percent changes are not. The example in the
accompanying box illustrates the computation of index
point and percent changes.

Seasonally adjusted percent changes in the US. All
Items Index are based on seasonal adjustment factors
and seasonally adjusted indexes carried to two decimal
places. This procedure helps to eliminate rounding error
in the percent changes.

Percent changes for 3-month and 6-month periods
are expressed as annual rates and are computed accord-
ing to the standard formula for compound growth rates.
These data indicate what the percent change would be
if the current rate were maintained for a 12-month

period. BLS does not publish annual rates based on
data for 1 month.

Index Point Change

CPI 1238

Less previous index 123.2
Equals index point change: 0.6

Percent Change

Index point difference, 0.6
Divided by the previous index, 123.2
Equals, 0.005
Results multiplied by one hundred 0.005x100
Equals percent change: 0.5

A Note on Seasonally Adjusted and Unadjusted Data

Because price data are used for different purposes by
different groups, the Bureau of Labor Statistics publishes
seasonally adjusted as well as unadjusted changes each
month.

For analyzing general price trends in the economy,
seasonally adjusted changes are usually preferred, since
they el,iminate the effect of changes that normally occur
at the same time and in about the same magnitude every

year—such as price movements resulting from changing

climatic conditions, production cycles, model change-
overs, holidays, and sales.

The unadjusted data are of primary interest to con-
sumers concerned about the prices they actually pay.
Unadjusted data are also used extensively for escalation
purposes. Many collective bargaining contract agreements
and pension plans, for example, tie compensation changes
to the Consumer Price Index unadjusted for seasonal
variation.
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Reliability of Percent Changes in the CPI

A system of “replicated” samples introduced into the
index structure in the 1964 revision permits an estimate of
sampling error for the CPI. ! The table below shows
standard errors for monthly, quarterly, and annual percent

Average standard errors of percent changes in the
CP1 based on 1976 data

Standard error
Component Monthly Quarterly Annual
change change change
Allitems ............. .04 .05 10
Foodathome ......... 10 A1 22
Food away from home .. .08 14 31
Housing .............. .06 10 .18
Apparel and upkeep. . ... 15 27 .25
Transportation......... 07 12 20
Medical care........... 14 19 27
Personalcare .......... .16 .26 64
Reading and recreation .. .09 .16 33
Other goods and

SerViCeS . ........00.0 A1 12 18
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changes in the CPI for all items and for nine commodity
groupings based on 1975 averages. The figures may be
interpreted as follows: The chances are about 95 out of
100 that the percent change in the CPI as computed differs
from the corresponding “complete coverage” change by
less than twice the standard error.

Because the CPI is rounded to one decimal place, some
ambiguity may arise in interpreting small index changes.
As the table indicates, for example, a month-to-month
change of 0.1 percent in the all items CPI is significant.
Because of rounding, however, a change of this size in the
published index might result from a much smaller change in
the unrounded value. Hence, any particular change of 0.1
percent may or may not be significant. On the other hand,
a published change of 0.2 percent for a {-month period
is always significant.

This replaces the table of average errors based on 1975
data which was included in the CPI report through
December 1976,

! The method of deriving these estimates is described in a

paper by Marvin Wilkerson, ‘“Measurement of Sampling Error
in the Consumer Price Index,” Journal of the American Statistical
Association, September 1967,
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