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Price Movements

August 1977

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) rose 0.4 percent in
August before seasonal adjustment to 183.3 of its 1967
base or 6.6 percent higher than in August 1976.

Seasonally adjusted changes

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI rose 0.3 percent
in August, following an increase of 0.4 percent in July. The
rise in the CPI in August and July was noticeably slower
than in the first 6 months of this year when monthly in-
creases averaged 0.7 percent. Food prices rose slightly for
the second consecutive month~—0.3 percent in August and
0.1 percent in July. Prices for commodities other than food
also rose 0.3 percent in August, continuing the moderate
trend evident since February. In August, the services index
increased 0.5 percent, compared with the average monthly
increase of 0.8 percent recorded in the preceding 7 months.

The index for food purchased in grocery stores rose 0.2
percent after seasonal adjustment in August, following a
slight decline in July. Prices for dairy products, cereal and
bakery products, processed fruits and vegetables, and fats
and oil products moved up in August, but the increases
were generally smaller than in recent months. Beef prices
declined for the fourth consecutive month. Prices also de-
clined for pork, poultry, eggs, sugar, and ground coffee.
Prices for fresh fruits and vegetables, however, turned up
in August after declining sharply in the preceding 3 months.
The index for food away from home—restaurant meals and
snacks—increased 0.5 percent in August, about the same as
in July and less than the monthly increases earlier this year.

The index for commodities other than food rose 0.3
percent in August after seasonal adjustment, the third con-
secutive month of relatively small increases. Prices of some
commodities increased more in August than in July, but
used car prices continued to decline. The August increase of
0.7 percent in apparel prices was larger than in recent

Table A. Percent changes in CPI and components, selected periods

Changes in all items
Changes from preceding month
Compound
annual rate From
Mont iti from 12 months
onth All items Food c‘:;“s";‘:::” Services 3 months ago
ago
Unda- [Seasonally} Unad- ]Seasonally Unad- |Seasonally] Unad- [Seasonally Seasonally Unad-
justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted adjusted justed
1976:
August ........... 0.5 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 5.5 5.6
September, ........ 4 .3 -4 1 6 3 8 5 5.3 5.5
October. . ......... K 3 0 2 4 4 5 4 48 5.3
November......... 3 3 -3 -3 4 4 5 4 4.0 5.0
December ......... 3 4 3 1 2 6 4 4 4.2 4.8
1977:
January........... 6 .8 9 9 0 7 9 9 6.1 5.2
February.......... 1.0 1.0 2.3 20 6 7 6 6 9.1 6.0
March .....oovvue 6 6 5 6 6 4 7 8 10.0 6.4
April . cvviiniinan, 8 8 1.2 15 6 4 v 8 99 6.8
May ....cvveinnnns 6 6 4 7 7 A4 5 7 84 6.7
June ...l 7 6 1.0 8 4 2 7 8 8.1 6.9
July. o oviine i, 4 4 5 1 A A 8 8 6.4 6.7
August ........... 4 3 3 3 2 3 5 5 5.2 6.6
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months. The fuel oil and coal index increased 0.9 percent
after seasonal adjustment; this was more than in July and
about the same as the monthly increases this spring. The
new car index rose 0.6 percent after seasonal adjustment in
August, compared with increases of 0.2 percent in July and
June. The index for gasoline and motor oil, which declined
in June and July, increased 0.2 percent after seasonal adjust-
ment in August. The used car index, however, declined 2.4
percent in August—the fourth consecutive month of large
declines. Prices of alcoholic beverages also declined in
August. '

In the services component, charges for household serv-
ices other than rent increased 0.5 percent in August, com-
pared with 1.2 percent in July and 1.0 percent in June.
This slowdown was primarily due to a decline in the index
for mortgage interest rates in August after seasonal ad-
justment—the first decline this year; also, the increase of
1.0 percent in the index for gas and electricity was some-
what smaller than in July or June. The rent index rose 0.5
percent in August, about the same as in recent months.
Charges for transportation services also rose 0.5 percent in
August, and medical care services rose 0.6 percent, both
about the same as in July and less than most monthly in-
creases this past spring and winter.

Monthly changes in detail (not seasonally adjusted)

The index for food purchased in grocery stores in-
creased 0.2 percent before seasonal adjustment in August,
the smallest monthly increase this year. Higher prices for
some foods—notably pork, dairy products, fresh fruits, and
instant coffee—were largely offset by declines in other
foods, particularly fresh vegetables and ground coffee. Pork
prices rose 2.5 percent in August, about the same as in
July and in June. Prices for milk and fresh fruits, which
declined in July, rose 0.9 percent and 1.6 percent, re-
spectively, in August. The rapid rise in instant coffee prices
this year continued with an increase of 4.2 percent in
August. Prices for ground coffee, however, declined 1.9
percent in August, after declining 1.1 percent in July.

Fresh vegetable prices moved down for the fourth con-
secutive month; however, the 4.7-percent decline was less
than usual for August. Beef and poultry prices declined
0.1 percent in August instead of moving up seasonally.
The index of food away from home increased 0.6 percent
in August, about the same as in July and June.

The index for commodities other than food increased
0.2 percent in August before seasonal adjustment. Prices
rose in August for apparel and many other commodities,
but these increases were largely offset by a sharp decline
in used car prices. Apparel prices rose 1.0 percent, re-
flecting the end of summer sales and higher prices for fall
and winter items. Prices for textile housefurnishings and
furniture also turned up in August, and prices for other
commodities such as housekeeping supplies, toilet goods,
drugs and prescriptions, floor coverings, and tires continued
to increase. Fuel oil prices rose 0.2 percent, about the same
as in recent months. The new car index, which usually
shows a large seasonal decline in August, was unchanged.
The used car index, on the other hand, declined a contra-
seasonal 2.2 percent in August, after declining 0.8 percent
in July. Gasoline prices decreased 0.1 percent in August,
the first decline this year. Prices of alcoholic beverages also
declined.

The services index rose 0.5 percent in August before
seasonal adjustment, as charges for medical care services
increased 0.8 percent, household services other than rent
0.6 percent, rent 0.5 percent, and transportation services
0.3 percent. In the medical care services component, dentists’
fees rose 0.9 percent, the same as in July; physicians’ fees in-
creased 0.8 percent, slightly more than in recent months; and
hospital services charges increased 0.6 percent, about one-
half as much as in July. Among household services other than
rent, the index for mortgage interest rates increased 0.2 per-
cent in August, compared with 1.5 percent in July, and 1.0
percent in June; property insurance increased 0.3 percent,
natural gas, 0.4 percent, and electricity 1.0 percent—much
less than in July. Charges for auto insurance and other serv-
ices such as dry cleaning, automatic laundry services, shoe
repairs, personal care services, and recreational services in-
creased from 0.4 to 0.5 percent in August.
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Chart 1. All items index and its rate of change, 1967-77
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Chart 2. Commodities less food index and its rate of change, 1967-77
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Chart 3. Total food index and its rate of change, 1967-77
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Chart 4. Services index and its rate of change. 1967-77

1967=100)
SERMI-
L0
200 — P
a0 CPI SERVICES INDEX /192U(7;
160 r_ (SEASONALLY ATJUSTED! // .
140
///
/
120 /
100 /1/
PERCENT, CHANGE OVER (-MONTH SPAN AUG
| SJEASANALLY nwusrem/\/\ 0.5
ARITH. \/\/\/\ A
StALE, — PERCENT CHANGE GVER 3-MONTH SPaN AUG
{ANNUAL RRTE. SEASONALLY AOJUSTED! 8.6
10
2 \/\_/\-\/h ’\/J
6 _—
s N\ B
2 -
o L A AE
PERCENT CHABNGE OQVER 6-MONTH SPaN 9.0
{ ANNUAL mssnsunmu ADJUSTED) /’\/
L
e AlG
BRATY- PERCENT CHANGE OVER 12-MONTH SPaN |1/ N 8.0
8 f
6 //\/—‘
2
o adsdeataalaataadaatoslestoatastenloobialaetaedoanusbantoodastasloatonloatesfontoodaitoelostaolostoadertooloatntuabanlastaale, iy
1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977
1/ Computed from the unadjusted series.
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS
6

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

ue

0=

?H

—f
QQQQQQQQQQQ""”F

.

NN

_-OSNWANOIDD D~



Table 1. CP1—U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class

{C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
. Unadjusted .
. Relative Unadjusted indexes percent change to Seasonally adjusted
importance percent change from—
August 1977 from—
Group or class
December July August August July May to June to July to
1976 1977 1977 1976 1977 June July August
Commodity and service groups
Allitems ........... i 100, 000 182. 6 183.3 6.6 0.4 0.6 0.4 0.3
All items {1957-69=100) ..................... - 212.4 213.2 - - - - -
Commodities . ..........coovuniiinn.a, 62.468 175.8 176. 3 5.8 .3 .5 .1 .3
FOod . ..ottt 23,667 194, 6 195, 2 7.0 .3 .8 .1 .3
Foodathome ....................... 18,456 192. 8 193, 2 6.7 .2 .7 -1 .2
Cereals and bakery products .......... 2.537 183.3 182.7 1.3 -.3 .9 .7 .5
Meats, poultry, and fish ... ........... 5.700 180. 4 181.8 .2 .8 .3 -1.2 .6
Dairy products. . ....cooviiiian .. 2,841 174.1 175.1 3.6 .6 1.4 1.1 .9
Fruitsand vegetables . . .............. 3.019 194.1 192.1 7.7 -1.0 -1.7 -1.5 .5
Other foodsathome ................ 4,360 231.4 232,3 20.9 .4 2,4 1.2 -.9
Food away fromhome ................ 5,210 201,7 203, 0 8.1 .6 .9 .4 .5
Commodities less food . .. .................. 38.801 165. 6 166. 0 5.1 .2 .2 .1 .3
Nondurableslessfood . .................. 22.795 166. 6 167.3 5,2 .4 .4 .3 .4
Apparel commodities . ................ 7.811 150. 6 152. 1 4,0 1.0 .6 .3 .7
Men'sandboys’ . ................... 2,467 152. 6 154, 3 4,6 1.1 -.1 .7 .4
Women'sandgirls".................. 3.378 145. 6 147.0 3.4 1,0 1.3 .3 .9
Footwear ............covvvvivnnnnn 1.383 155.9 157.3 4,2 .9 .4 -.2 .5
Other apparel commodities ........... .582 160.5 162.1 5.5 1.0 0 .1 .8
Nondurables less food and apparel ....... 14,984 176.1 176.3 5.7 .1 .4 .2 .3
Gasolineand motoroil. .............. 3,426 189, 2 189.1 4.9 -.1 -.4 -.3 .2
Tobaccoproducts .................. 1.873 167.2 167.4 4,3 .1 -.1 .3 .1
Alcoholicbeverages . . ............... 2.217 151, 4 151,1 2.4 -.2 .3 .5 -.5
Fueloilandcoal. . .................. 1.060 283.7 284.1 14,0 .1 .9 .6 .9
Othernondurables.................. 6,408 170.5 171.1 6.3 .4 .9 .5 .4
Durable commodities. .. ............... 16.006 164, 3 164. 3 5.1 0 -.1 [} .1
Household durables . . ............... 4,444 151. 8 152.3 4,1 .3 .3 .1 .3
New automobiles................... 1.909 141, 6 141. 6 5.4 0 .2 .2 .6
Used automobiles. . ................. 2.323 190, 6 186. 4 3.8 -2.2 -2,2 -2.7 -2.4
Otherdurables . .................... 7.329 172, 0 172,9 5.9 .5 *,4 *, 8 *,5
SeIVICES . ..iiitiiiii i 37.532 195,3 196.3 8.0 .5 .8 .8 .5
Rent ...........ovviiint. 4,525 153. 6 154, 4 6.0 .5 .5 .6 .5
Services less rent 33,007 202.8 203.9 8.2 .5 .8 .8 .5
Household services lessrent . ............ 16. 208 215, 4 216, 6 8.2 .6 1.0 1.2 .5
Transportation services. . .. ............. 5,295 189. 6 190, 2 8.4 .3 .8 .4 .5
Medical care services .................. 5,958 217.9 219.6 10,1 .8 .6 .7 .6
Otherservices...... ......coovevunn.. 5.547 171.2 171. 8 6.0 .4 .5 .4 .5
Special indexes:
Allitemslessfood .................. .. .. ... 76.333 179.2 179.9 6.5 .4 *, 6 *, 4 *.4
Nondurable commodities. ... ................. 46,462 180. 1 180. 8 6.1 .4 *,8 *,2 *, 4
Apparel commodities less footwear . ............ 6.428 149. 6 151, 1 4.1 1.0 .7 .4 .6
Services less medical care services. ... ........... 31.575 191. 6 192. 6 7.6 .5 *, 7 *,8 *, 5
Insurance and finance: ....................... 9.864 213. 6 214.7 8.4 .5 1.0 1.2 .4
Utilities and public transportation . .. ........... 5.675 188.7 189.5 9.3 .4 .9 1.2 .4
Housekeeping and home maintenance service .. ... 4,830 226.0 227.2 7.1 .5 *1,0 *. 5 * 5
Appliances {(includingradioand TV) ............ 1.395 125.9 126. 2 2.1 .2 .2 .2 0
Expenditure classes
Alitems. .. ... oo i e 100, 000 182. 6 183,3 6.6 0,4 0.6 0.4 0.3
Food ...t 23. 667 194. 6 195.2 7.0 .3 .8 .1 .3
Housing ............ ..o, 34,202 190.5 191. 4 7.3 .5 *.7 .8 *, 5
Shelter' .......... ... ... .. 21,256 192.2 193.2 7.0 .5 *,7 *1,0 *, 5
Rent ........coiviiiiiiiinnnennnnn, 4,525 153. 6 154, 4 6.0 .5 .5 .6 .5
Homeownership? ..................... 16.328 206.2 207.4 7.2 .6 *, 8 *1.1 *, 6
Fuel and utitities®. ...................... 5,414 203.5 204, 5 11.3 .5 1.1 1.1 .8
Gasand electricity . .. ................. 2.913 216, 0 217.4 14. 2 .6 1.3 1.8 1.0
Household furnishings and operation. ....... 7.532 177.4 178.1 5.3 .4 .7 .4 .4
Apparelandupkeep....................... 9,194 153. 4 154.8 4.5 .9 .7 .4 .4
Transportation. . ......oovenninvnnennaann, 13,548 179.3 178.9 6.2 -2 -.2 -.3 .1
Private .. ...... ..o, 12,227 178. 8 178.3 6.3 -.3 -.1 -.3 0
[ 1,321 183.5 183.5 5.1 0 .4 .2 -.1
19,013 174.1 174, 7 6.3 .3 x5 *, 5 *,3
6. 734 203.5 204, 9 9.7 .7 *, 6 *, 8 *.7
2.554 171, 3 172.1 6.5 .5 *, 6 *,4 * 5
Reading and recreation .................. 5,143 157.7 158.1 4,4 .3 .5 .1 .7
Other goods and services ................. 4,582 159.1 159.1 3.4 0 *, 3 *,3 *-,1
Special indexes:
Allitemslessshelter. . ....................... 78,744 180. 2 180.8 6.5 .3 *.7 *,3 *,3
All items less medicaicare .............. ..., 93,266 181.4 182.0 6.4 .3 *,7 *. 4 *,3
All ftems less mortgage interest costs . . ... .. 95,840 180. 4 181, 0 6.6 .3 * 6 *, 4 *,3
CPl—domestically produced farm foods®. . .. .. 15, 827 180. 4 180.8 2.4 .2 *.7 *, 6 *,2
CPl—selected beefcuts®. ..................... 1.806 165.1 164, 7 .4 -.2 -.1 -1.8 -1.6
Aliitems less food andenergy * | . .. .. ... 68,934 176.5 177.2 6.2 .4 .6 .6 .3
Purchasing power of consumer dollar:
67=851.00. ... .. .. ... - $0.548 $0.546 -6.2 -.4 - - -
195769=$1.00.. . ............oivtiiiinan., - . 471 . 469 - - - - -
1 Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. index weight for sugar.
2 Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance and § ICah:ulated from the CPI beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and
irs. beef liver.
repaa Also includes residential telephone, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage services ¢ Energy includes gasoline, motor oil, fuel oil, coal, gas, and electricity.
not shown separately. * Not seasonally adjusted.
4 Calculated from the CP} food at home component by excluding fish, nonal-
holic b ges, b chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup, and about half of the NOTE: Index applies to month as a whole, not to any specific date,
7
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Table 2. CPl—seasonally adjusted U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class
{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Seasonally adjusted indexes Seasun:(lalr‘,;::tjt::sht::;nft::.a_l_rate
Group and class 3 months ending in— 6 months ending in—
May June July August
1977 1977 1977 1977 |November|February| May August |February| August
1976 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977
Commodity and service groups
AlLTIEMS ..t ieieianinns - - - - 4,0 9.1 8.4 5.2 6.5 6.8
Commodities . .......covivevninenenn. 174.5 175.3 175.5 176.0 2.9 9.9 7.4 3.5 6.4 5.4
Food ........ i, 192, 4 193.9 194, 0 194.5 -2 12.4 11.8 4.4 5.9 8.1
Foodathome ................... 190. 7 192.1 191.9 192, 3 -1.3 13.6 11.9 3.4 5.9 7.6
Cereals and bakery products . ..... 181.8 183.4 184. 6 185.5 -6.4 -3.5 7.8 8.4 -5,0 8.1
Meats, poultry, and fish.......... 178.8 179.4 177.2 178.2 | -12.2 7.4 8.0 -1.3 -2.9 3.2
Dairy products ................ 172.8 175.2 177.1 178.7 -3.2 ~-6.2 10.9 14. 4 -4,7 12. 6
Fruits and vegetables . ........... 191, 3 188.1 185.2 186.1 18.5 40,8 -9.8 -10.4 29,2 -10.1
Other foodsathome ............ 228.0 233.4 236.1 233.9 6.6 29.2 40.0 10.8 17.3 24.5
Food away fromhome. ............ 199.5 201.2 202.1 203.2 3.2 9.8 11.8 7.6 6.5 9.7
Commoditiesless food................. 164. 7 165.1 165.3 165. 8 4,6 8.0 5.0 2.7 6.3 3.8
Nondurableslessfood ............... 165. 6 166. 3 166.8 167.5 5.1 6.1 4,7 4.7 5.6 4.7
Apparel commodities . ........... 150. 7 151. 6 152.1 153.1 1.6 6.1 1.9 6.5 3.8 4.2
Men'sandboys’...........ouvn 153.4 153,2 154, 3 154.9 3.3 8.3 2.9 4.0 5.8 3.4
Women'sandgirls".............. 145.1 147.0 147.5 148.8 -1.1 4.8 -.3 10. 6 1.8 5.0
Footwear .................... 156. 4 157.1 156. 8 157. 6 4.3 5.6 3.7 3.1 5.0 3.4
Other apparel commodities ....... 160. 1 160. 1 160. 3 161. 6 7.2 6.0 4.6 3.8 6.6 4.2
Nondurables less food and apparel . .. 174. 4 175.1 175.5 176.0 7.2 6.0 6.2 3.7 6.6 4.9
Gasoline and motoroil........... 186.9 186. 2 185.7 186. 1 13,0 1.1 7.6 -1.7 6.9 2.9
Tobacco products .............. 166.5 166. 4 166.9 167.1 6.7 7.1 2,2 1.4 6.9 1.8
Alcoholic beverages . ........... 150.5 151.0 151. 7 150.9 2,5 1.1 4,6 1.1 1.8 2.8
Fueloilandcoal ............... 282.9 285.4 287.1 289. 6 4.5 25.5 17.0 9.8 14.5 13.4
Other nondurables . . ............ 168. 4 169.9 170. 7 171. 4 6.1 6.8 5.1 7.3 6.4 6.2
Durable commodities ............. 163.5 163. 4 163.4 163.5 4.4 10.8 5.3 0 7.6 2.6
Household durables .. ........... 151.0 151, 4 151. 6 152.1 3.6 5.5 4.1 2,9 4.6 3.5
New automobiles............... 141.7 142, 0 142, 3 143, 2 8,2 4.4 4.6 4,3 6.3 4.5
Used automobiles ............. 192, 6 188, 4 183.3 178.9 5.9 44,3 2,1 -25,6 23,7 -12.8
Otherdurables®................ 170.1 170. 7 172.0 172.9 3.2 6.7 7.1 6.7 5.0 6.9
ServiCeS .......iiiiiiiiiiiiiii 192.7 194. 2 195.7 196. 7 5.8 8,0 9.4 8.6 6.9 9.0
Rent ... .. i, 152, 2 152.9 153.8 154, 6 5.3 6.4 6.3 6.5 5.8 6.4
Services lessrent ...........c.0eunn 200.0 [ 201.6 203.3 204.3 5.8 8.6 9.8 8.9 7.2 9.3
Household services lessrent .. ....... 211. 6 213.8 216.3 217,3 2,2 9.4 10.5 11.2 5.8 10.8
Transportation services ............ 187.9 189. 4 190. 2 191. 2 9.1 6.6 10.9 7.2 7.9 9.0
Medical care services .............. 215.0 | 216.2 217.7 218.9 12. 6 9.1 11.1 7.5 10. 8 9.3
Other services ................... 169. 8 170.7 171. 4 172.3 6.3 6.2 5.6 6.0 6.2 5.8
Special indexes:
Allitemslessfood . ........coviinnnnnn 177.3 178.4 179.2 179.9 6.5 5.7 7.8 6.0 6.1 6.9
Nondurable commodities*................ 178.3 179, 7 180, 1 180. 8 2,1 8.9 7.8 5.7 5.5 6.7
Apparel commodities less footwear .. ....... 149. 6 150, 7 151.3 152, 2 1.4 6.1 1.6 7.1 3.7 4,3
Services less medical care services ' ......... 188.7 190. 1 191. 6 192, 6 6.6 7.7 7.5 8.5 7.2 8.0
Insurance and finance ................... 210.5 212.7 215, 3 216, 2 -.6 8.5 14,9 11.3 3.8 13.1
Utilities and public transportation .......... 185.5 187.2 189.5 190.3 8.3 9.1 9.6 10. 8 8.7 10.2
Housekeeping and home maintenance service.. 222.17 224.9 226, 0 227.2 7.8 5.1 7.3 8.3 6.4 7.8
Appliances (including radioand TV) ....... 125.9 126. 1 126. 3 126.3 1.3 2.6 2.9 1.3 1.9 2.1
Expenditure classes
AllItems . ..ottt i i e - - - - 4.0 9.1 8.4 5.2 6.5 6.8
FOOd .o it s 192.4 193.9 194. 0 194.5 -.2 12. 4 11.8 4.4 5.9 8.1
Housing' ............................ 187.6 189.0 190.5 191. 4 5.3 8.2 7.4 8.4 6.7 7.9
Shelter ' 2. . ........... ... ....... 188.9 190.3 192.2 193.2 3.4 7.2 8.0 9.4 5.3 8.7
Rent ... ...ttt 152.2 152.9 153.8 154. 6 5.3 6.4 6.3 6.5 5.8 6.4
Homeownership ' > 202.3 | 203.9 206.2 207. 4 2.9 7.0 8.8 10.5 4.9 9.6
Fuel and utilities*......... 199. 8 202, 0 204, 3 205.9 8.5 13.1 11.1 12. 8 10,8 12.0
Gas and electricity 210.1 212.8 216, 6 218.7 12,2 14,8 12.5 17.4 13.5 14.9
Household furnishings and operation. . . . 175.7 176.9 177.6 178.3 5.1 6.9 3.3 6.1 6.0 4,6
Appareland upkeep............o0iinn. 153, 2 154, 2 154.8 155, 4 3.3 5.7 3.2 5.9 4.5 4.5
Transportation. .. .veveereennennnnnns 178. 4 178.1 177.5 177.7 9.1 9.9 7.8 -1.6 9.5 3.0
Private . ... .o it 177. 6 177.5 176.9 176.9 9.4 11,0 6.6 -1.6 10. 2 2.4
Public ........ .. .. .. il 183.3 184. 1 184, 4 184.2 3.9 4,1 10.7 2.0 4,0 6.3
Health and recreation ™ ................ 172.3 173.2 174. 1 174.7 7.2 6.1 6.0 5.7 6.7 5.9
Medicalcare’ . ..................... 200,5 | 201.8 203,5 204.9 10,0 9.7 10.0 9.1 9.9 9.5
Personalcare'. . .............o.uiunn 169.5 170. 6 171.3 172, 1 8.2 4,7 6.9 6.3 6.4 6.6
Reading and recreation .............. 156. 6 157. 4 157.5 158. 6 5.9 4.5 2.3 5.2 5.2 3.8
Other goods and services . ............ 158.2 158, 6 159.1 158. 9 4.5 4,2 3.4 1.8 4.3 2.6
Special indexes:
All items lessshelter! . ................... 178.4 179.7 180.2 180. 8 4.6 8.2 8.0 5.5 6.3 6.7
All items less medical care! ... .... 179. 4 180, 6 181.4 182.0 3.8 7.9 8.0 5.9 5.8 6.9
All items less mortgage interest costs " P 178. 6 179, 7 180, 4 181.0 4.6 8.2 8.2 5.5 6.3 6.9
AH items less food andenergy 5 . ........... 174.9 175.9 176, 9 177. 4 4,9 7.5 6.9 5.8 6.2 6.4
CPl—domestically produced farm foods ' & . . 178.0 179. 3 180. 4 180. 8 7.5 13.3 -1.3 6.4 2.4 2.5
CPl—selected beefcuts” ................ 165.1 165.0 162.0 159. 4 5.9 10,3 -2 -13.1 8.1 -6.9
; Not seasonally adjusted. ¢ Calculated from the CPI food at home component by excluding fish, nonaicoholic
3 Adso includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. . beverages, bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup, and about half of the index
_Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance and  weight for sugar.
fepairs, 7" Calculated from the CPI beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and

* Also includes residential telephone, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage service not beef liver.
sh?wn separately.

Energy includes gasoline, motor oil, fuel oil, coal, gas and electricity. NOTE: Index applies to month as a whole, not to any specific date
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Table 3. CPl—food items, U.S. city average

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to August 1977

Index from—
Item and group August 1977 August 1976 July 1977
Unadjusted s::js:;:uy Unadjusted Unadjusted s:tajjsl?s':aegy

FOOO . e e e s 195.2 194.5 7.0 0‘2 0';

Food away from hOme. . . ... . ...ttt iniiieinnenanennss 203,0 203i 2 8.1 - 3
ReStaurant Meals . ... ....vuueeeeerereranannnaeneeenonns 200,0 () 7.1 .7 Q)
L S S S 217.7 217.7 12.7 -9 2
Foodathome ...... ...ttt i igg-? izg- g ?-; . :25 . 5
o o et | a0 14510 295 2.1 116
Cracker meal 233.8 234.7 4.7 .1 1,0
Corn flakes 183.6 185.8 11.3 .3 .8
Rice.......oovvvnun 184.9 188.9 ~6.9 .7 1.1
Bread, white 163.3 166.0 3 .2 1.0
Bread, whole Wheat . . ... ...vtevenreeniinenennnnennnnsn 182.3 184.3 2.3 .7 .9
(a2 197.1 198.7 4.9 ~2.4 -3.2
LaYer CBKE . v o v e v e v es e eeresannnsesnneaannassernnennnn 193.4 196.5 5.6 .1 .9
CINNAMON TOIIS .+ o\t ettt e ieivanernienennneaeons 193.1 197.4 -1.8 ~1.4 b
Meats, poultry, and fish .. . .....iiiiveeeiiiinenreinnnnnnn 181.8 178.2 .2 .8 .6
Meats....ooovnevnnnnennnnnns e 177. 4 173, 6 -1.5 .9 .4
Beef and veal ... v.viret i e 164.0 159,2 .4 -1 -1.3
Steak, FOUND .\t eretiinreeennneevaneerannanenns 160, 8 156.3 .9 .3 -2.1
Steak, SifloiN .. ..ottt it e 165.5 157.2 .7 -2.5 4,6
Steak, POrterhoUSe. . . oo v ittt ciieene i nsnenarnnas 183.9 175.8 3.6 -2.9 -5.0
RUMP FOAST + vt v e vteeeeeevanneennnnraannneennes 156.5 153.0 1.6 1.8 .1
RIDFOBSE v vttt ittt neneeeenneteannannns 194.9 188.1 4.4 .2 -2.8
CHUCK FOBSE . .« e v et v vetvanaeonnnnerencaeennes 164.1 158.4 1.5 .4 -3.2
Hamburger................ e ireae e 156.8 153.0 -3.3 .1 = 6

Beef lIVer ..\ttt ittt e 123.3 1 -2.8 1.3 M
VealCUtlets ... .ttt e 194, 4 192.1 3.6 .8 .9
POTK - e e et ettt e e e i 196.8 191.4 -4.5 2.5 -3
ChODS. « .ottt e 187.3° 179.1 -1.3 1.4 .3
LOIM FOBSE .+ v eevveannsrnnanenaeansnconseenanens 197.4 188.9 -3.9 .8 -1.7
SAUSATE .« et vvreeee i e e 221,5 216.1 -4,9 .5 -3.6
Ham,whole . ..... .. it 188.2 191.8 -5.6 -.9 2.6
PICIICS + ettt e e et e i e 178.3 175, 5 -5.5 5.3 1.3
T 207.8 200, 6 -6.7 6.5 1.1
Other MEBTS . . o\t iie e vt aieanrneeanenanraneanannas 179.7 178. 6 =7 .4 -9
Lamb chopS . ... cuvit ittt iiieiieieii e 198.9 194.6 2.5 .4 .8
FrankfUurters .. .....coveieueennnneenaneoonnueenas 164.5 161.1 -1.8 -1.8 -4.3
Ham, CaNMed .. .v vt iteete e inerenrerenrenns 198, 6 205.0 -2.7 2.8 1.5
Bologna sausage .............c.iiiiiiiiiieniaaenen 176.3 174.0 -1.3 .3 2.7
SalamiSauSAge . . .. b vttt e 171.4 169.7 .2 -5 -1.6
LI T A S 167.0 165.3 -1.2 .8 -1.1
POUIIY ottt i e e i e i e 161.1 156.6 1.8 -0.1 -0,9
Frying Chicken. .. v v i eieeeierieeeeraneans 163.8 158.1 2.1 -1 -6
Chicken breasts .......c.ooiversnvonnnnseaeonanenonses 168.9 163.7 2.8 -9 -1.6
LI AP 141, 0 141.1 -.8 1.1 2.1
Fish o i e et i i e 256.7 258.8 11.9 .9 1.5
ShFIMP, frOZEN . .\ v ettt ettt it 249.6 Q) 11.8 .2 Q]
Fish, fresh or frozen. . ......cveiinrevneernneevnnss 287.4 M 12.1 1.3 (1)
Tunafish,canned. . ...t 218.8 220, 6 16.1 1.4 2.0
Sardines,canmned ... .. . it iiiiie iieeeea 270.3 271.9 8.8 -9 .9
Dairy PrOTUCTS. . o vttt ie e et teeieene s er s 175.1 178.7 3.6 .6 .9
MilK, fresh, groCery «uvevtnirnniieiiiiennrenenennennn 162.9 166.6 2.3 .9 1.5
Milk, fresh, skimh. ...t i it it i e 181.6 184.9 3.9 1.2 1,9
Milk, @VaPOrated. . . . oo vvv e v ettt eiie et e, 220,9 ) 8.0 .5 M
ICB CrBAM . u vttt ite st iiet s eeiaeenraeeentannannans 167.6 170, 5 6.3 -1.5 -.8
Cheese, AMEriCaN PrOCESS « . oo vvvevnernanneeennennonenn 206.4 211.9 4.3 .6 1.2
BUtter ... et e s 164.4 168, 6 1.7 .2 -1,5
Fruitsand vegetables .. ...t iiein i iii e 192.1 186, 1 7.7 -1.0 .5
Fresh fruits and vegetables. . . ........uvvuneennneeennnnan 193.4 181.8 9.5 -1.9 1,6
Freshfruits ......covvvvennnnnn. PO 200.2 182.8 13.0 1.6 1.4
APPIES . i e et 211.0 178.8 18.1 -3.3 -1.3
BaNaNas . . ..ottt e 161.8 159.4 5.7 1.6 5.5
[0 T =S 176.4 167.8 8.4 2.3 -1,9
Orange juice, fresh .. ... vovrr i iiii e 174.2 1) 11.3 1.7 ")
Grapefruit .. vttt i i e i e 196.3 162.0 7.2 6.4 -4.3
GraAPES & o vt e i iien it i e i e 302,7 284,5 22,9 8.5 20,0
SHrAWDRITIES . . o v et e et v enaeeaeaineeeanaanans 6 &) * Q) @)
Watermelon ... ..ovin it ioniinerineraneosnnans 193,2 225,17 12,0 3.9 17.3
Fresh vegetables 188.2 183.3 6.6 -4.7 2.9
POatOS. v v it st ittt e e e 220,1 191, 6 9.4 -13.2 -7.8
L8 3o T 206,5 185, 4 20,2 -923 -858
ASDATAGUS. .« . s ettt ettt et 3 ®) (3 (3) (3
Cabbage . ..ottt it it i i i e e, 145.7 151,9 7.3 -5.9 -6
CarTOtS . oot iiis ettt et e 177.5 171.8 7.4 -4.2 -3
Celery ..ot i e i i et 191.0 188.7 7.5 -4,1 2.6
CUCUMDETS. . ..ttt v itrieneesoennneraanaosnoosanns 150.8 184.1 14.6 -7.2 12,6
LEEIUCE o evvvnes e e e e e enneeeeteeeeaneeenns 157.8 0] -23,7 -9 M
Peppers, green . ..o v it i i e e 158.0 184.8 12.2 -1.7 24.8
Spinach ...... e e e i e, 213.9 210, 7 5.8 4.8 5.5
TOMBLOBS .« « v et vvesanteereteennieneoannenes 184.0 221.7 39.9 18.7 59,4

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 3. CPI—food items, U.S. city average—Continued

{C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
Percent change to August 1977
Index
from—
ttem and group August 1977 August 1976 July 1977
Unadjusted s::;:’;:‘;" Unadjusted Unadjusted s:d"i’::t::'ly
Food—Continued
Food at home—Continued
Fruits and vegetables—Continued

Processed fruits and vegetables ...............c.00ninan.. 190.2 192.7 5.3 0.3 0.6
Fruit cocktail, canned . ..........c.cevveneneerenrnnnns 184.8 185.4 3.9 .1 -5
Pears, canned . . . ... ... e 159.1 159. 6 1.3 -.3 -~ 9
Pineapple-grapefruit drink, canned. .. .. ................. 185.4 185.4 5.6 .2 -. 6
Orange juice concentrate, frozen .. ...........c.covuu.nn. 191.9 &) 23.1 1.5 1y
Lemonade concentrate, frozen .................cc..0unn 185.6 189.2 4.4 -.9 -.9
O P, 202.1 Q) 10,2 .1 )
Peas, green canned . .. ..........cciiiiiiiriiiiaean 160,1 160, 9 .7 -7 -1.2
TOMAtoes, CANNED . . ... ovuvvereeieeeranrannnnanannns 198,7 Q) 12.3 .5 Q)]
Driedbeans ... ...coiiiinnierinrtinieiiereenenanans 238.3 252.7 -10.7 1.1 3.6
BrocColi, fIOZeN . .. ..o\ttt ittt 191.9 M 20,9 .9 ")
Other food athOMe . . .. ... ittt iiiiee i iiiaananranannn 232.3 233.9 20,9 .4 -.9
Egg5 . o vttt e 166.2 171,3 -5.4 1.6 -3.9
Fats and OllS. . . ..ottt i i e 201.0 206.2 18.8 1.2 .7
Marganine . . ..ottt ittt ee it i e e 218,.5 228.1 20,4 2.0 1.9
Salad dressing, 1talian. ... .....c.iivennrinerenennnns 168.0 170.2 11.3 .3 .8
Salad or cookingoil . ... .ovuieiiii it i ii i 216.3 222.1 23.0 1.2 .4
SUGAr ANG SWERES . . ... v vt triieee et 232.5 237.2 6.7 .2 .4
SUGAN .« ittt i e it et et e ea e 178.5 184,.4 -14.1 -1.7 -3.4
Grape jelly . ..o ettt e e e e e e e 217.1 ) -.8 -2 )
L e 287.8 M 24,9 1.3 (*)
Syrup, chocolateflavored .................cviiiunns 239.4 247.6 12.3 .4 1.4
NONAlCOhONC DEVErages . ... .......vvueieerenernenenenes 347.4 (6] 55.6 -.3 )

Lo 496, 1 (¢ 89.1 -1.9 (*

Coffee, INStaNTt . . ... .veeteinrn i eeennrananennn 378.1 ¢ 58.8 4.2 (

L T T 188.8 ) 25.8 2.1 (*
Carbonated drink, cola flavored. . . ... .veveernnnnnsenne. 204.0 t 5.2 .6 (1)
Carbonated drink, fruitflavored. .. ...............vnn.. 207.0 (‘; 3.9 .9 )
Prepared and partiaily preparedfoods ..................... 174.3 174, 6 2.8 .7 .6
Beansoup,canned . ........ ...ttt 203,8 204, 0 2.7 S | .2
Chickensoup,canned ..........ccotevnnenronnnnnannn 147.5 147. 4 8.0 <3 .4
Spaghetti, canned ...........c.civeereiirinaaeaaeanan 169.2 168.9 3.1 1.4 1.3
Mashed potatoes, instant .. ......covveveennennnnnnnnenn 160, 6 160.1 1.5 1.1 .9
Potatoes, french fried, frozen ................. ... ... 182.5 181.6 .6 .3 -.6
L e 185.9 * 8.8 1.6 )
Sweetpicklerelish. . ... ... ... .. i iiiiiiiiiianiennn 182.5 186.4 3.6 1.0 .7
PretZels .. ...t i e e 162.9 162.9 1.9 .1 .6

! Not available.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commaodities and services, U.S. city average

{C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
Percent change to
Other Indexes August 1977
Item and group index
base July August August July
1977 1977 1976 1977
HOUSING o v\ttt et it e e e 190, 5 191.4 7.3 0.5
LT O 192.2 193.2 7.0 .5
Rent, residential. . . ... ..ououer ittt 153, 6 154, 4 6.0 .5
Homeownership 2. . .. .ottt en s 206.2 207.4 7.2 .6
MOrtgage iINterest fates. . . ... o.vvoure o taneeneannennnnns 139.7 140,0 -.2 .2
ProPerty taXeS . . .o oo vv vt sttt e 182.3 182.6 9.0 o2
Property iNSUrance Premium ... ... vunt et innnrvennnernans 155.3 155.8 5.5 .3
Maintenance and repairs ... ........c.oveeivnnnerennnnnnnn 216, 0 217.1 7.7 .5
Maintenance and repair commodities . ... .. .............. 181.0 181,3 6.8 .2
Exterior ROUSE PAINT . .. ..ot v vrreeennreeannnnnns 168.6 168.6 3.1 .0
Interior house Paint . ... ..ot i iianeaan s 157.6 158.4 3.1 .5
Maintenance and repair Services . .. ..o vvi e e 231.2 232.6 8.0 .6
Repainting living and dining
FOOMS. & ottt st st iee et enaaanacnnnennns 242.2 244,1 7.1 .8
Reshinglinghouseroof ........... ..., 254.5 256,0 8.5 .6
Residing houSe. . ..o vttt iieier i 219.5 220, 8 9.0 .6
Replacing sink .. ...oviiiiiiiiii i 224.7 225.6 6.6 .4
Repairing furnace. . . .. ... iuieivnnenenenronnanen 225.7 227.1 8.5 .6
Fuelandutilities . ... ... ittt i e 203.5 204.5 11.3 .5
Fueloilandcoal ......ovvuiiiiiiiinnreinnnroeennnnenen 283.7 284.1 14,0 .1
Fuel oil, NO. 2 . oottt it ittt iir et ennennnas 280,3 280.8 14,2 .2
Gasand eleCtriCity . ..o .v ettt e 216,0 217.4 14,2 .6
[ 2 240,8 241.7 20,4 .4
EIOCHICITY & v v st eve s e e eeeeee s aieeanenaeennnnnenns 192.8 194.8 7.9 1.0
Other utilities:
Residential telephoneservices . ........c.covenvnnnnnnnnann. 131.2 131.4 .4 .2
Residential water and sewerage
BBIVICES. & vt te et vttt 208, 6 209,8 10.1 .6
Household furnishings and operation® ...............ccc0vuunne. 177.4 178.1 5.3 .4
Housefurmishings . ... oooutvt it enenreeneennnas 156.4 157.0 4.1 .4
L2131 153,5 154, 5 5.2 .7
Sheets, full, flat . ............ ..o i i, 145.3 145, 8 2.0 .3
Curtains, tailored . . .......oiiuttiin ettt e 144.5 144.9 .0 .3
Bedspreads. .. ........ccciiiiiiitirieninrnreenaann 161.9 163,4 11,5 .9
Drapery fabrics ...........co i, 197.1 197.8 8.8 .4
Pillows, bed .. ..ottt it i 128, 6 129.9 3.5 1.0
Slipcovers and throws, ready-made ...................... 142.2 143.7 4.1 1.1
Furnitureand bedding. ... ... .. ittt ittt i 158, 3 158. 8 4.5 .3
Bedroom furniture, chest and
OFBSSBI . o it et i iine et ettt Mar. 70 140, 4 141.0 5.6 .4
Sofas, upholstered .............ciiiiiieineiiiieieenn 143.5 144.1 1.6 .4
Cocktailtables. .......coooiiiiiiiiiiniiinienaiaenenn, Dec. 71 130, 9 132, 6 2.0 1.3
DiNiNg room chairs. . ... cve e iineiieineeneennnnns Mar. 70 146.2 146.7 7.9 .3
Recliners, upholstered .. ........ ... it eninnnnnn Dec. 71 113,1 112.8 1.1 -3
Sofas, dual pUrPOSE . ..o vvit ettt eiieirieien e 143, 0 143.0 2.4 .0
Bedding, mattressand box springs. .. ........ . ieiaun.n. June 70 138.6 138.7 2.5 .1
Aluminum foldingchairs .. .........coiiieviiiiiian... 191.2 191.3 13.0 o1
Cribs o e 163.9 165,7 7.1 1.1
Floor coverings . 140,4 141.0 2.8 .4
Broadloom carpeting .. .......c.hiiiiiiiiitiiiiann, | 127.2 127, 6 2.1 .3
Vinyl sheet goods 171.3 172.5 4.2 .7
Vinylfloortile ...... .. oiiiiiiiiiiiiin e 1707 171.7 3.8 .6
Appliances (excluding radio and TV) . .. ...ovevvevinnevnnn, 140.1 140, 6 3.4 .4
Washing machines, electric. .. ....cooveirinrnnennnennns 145.1 145,7 2.8 .4
Vacuum ClBANErS . ... o.v et eeeieanee e annenneenss 126.1 126.9 4.4 .6
Refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers,
BlECHIIC . « v v te e e e e et ettt i 139.3 139.8 2,9 .4
Ranges, free standing, gas or
Lo T 143.5 144.0 3.4 .3
Clothes dryers, electric. . .......... et 155.8 155.7 3.9 -1
Air conditioners, demountable. . . ... ... ..., 135, 8 136.1 4.9 .2
Room heaters, electric, portable ........................ (5) (5) (5) (5)
Garbage disposal units .. .....coovuii i 139, 8 140.1 3.8 .2
Other housefurnishings:
Dinnerware, finechina. . ............ . ciiiiiii ., 206.5 206,7 7.1 .1
Flatware, stainless steel . ... ......ccoevnineeeennennannnnn 187.2 186.8 3,0 )
Table lamps, withshade. .. ...................ciiunnn. 149, 8 153,3 3.9 2.3
Lawn mowers, power, rotary type ..............cun.... 168, 8 168.4 2.7 -2
Electric drills, hand-held ..................cciiuvinn.. 131.7 131.9 3.9 .2
Housekeeping supplies:
Laundry soapsand detergents . ............ccuuieunnnnnnenn. 187.1 187.9 6.3 .4
Paper napkins 241,1 242.9 9.8 .7
TOMet tiSSUE . . .. oottt e i 268.5 269.4 15.4 3
Housekeeping services:
Domestic services, general
housework . .. ..o i e e 222,9 223,5 5.8 .3
Baby sitter services 227.9 228.2 5.1 .1
POStal Charges. . o v v v e it i i e e 225.6 225.6 .0 .0
Laundry, flatwork, finishedservice ........................ 223.1 224.9 9.2 .8
Licensed day care services, preschootl
child .. . 171.1 172.2 5.2 .6
Washing machine repairs .............covieinerniennnens. 211,1 211.2 5.0 .0
See foonotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average— Continued

{Cc price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
Percent change to
Other Indexes August 1977
Itemn and group index
base July August August July
1977 1977 1976 1977
Apparel and UPKEEP ®. . . ..ot it 153.4 154.8 4.5 0.9
Apparel COmMOdities. . ....oovenreneenen s . e 150, 6 152,1 4.0 1.0
Apparel commodities less fOOtWear .. ... ....euuearnenenennn.. 149.6 151.1 4,1 1.0
Men’s ANA DOYS’ . . oo vt eeee et et e e 152.6 154.3 4.6 1.1
Men’s:
Topcoats and all-weather COats ., ...........o.oveeennn. 153.0 155, 0 2,5 1.3
Suits, yearround weight .. .....covviiiiiii i 136.3 140.4 2.2 3.0
SPOFTJACKETS . o\ v vt e evevretr st June 74 93.5 94.5 2.4 1.1
Jackets, HGhtweight . ... ... vt ii i aieaneaeann, 145, 0 145.7 5.4 .5
Slacks, heavyweight ... ... .. .coiiiiiiiiiiina . 116.3 117.0 -3.2 .6
Slacks, HiGhtWeIgQNT . .. ..ot eeee i eaeaeeneanns 149, 7 150, 4 3.3 .5
TrOUSETS, WOTK . . .« vt vvveseeaanevnneaneannnnnanns 173.0 175,2 7.7 1.3
ShiFLS, WOPK . . vt v ettt tveeee e ineeeennneeanns 175.4 175.5 8.6 .1
Shirts, business Or dress . . .......veeriirrerianereanas 142.0 144.1% 6.7 1.5
LI 111 U 178.1 179.7 12.5 .9
SOCKS . e st e e e 139.0 139,4 3.2 .3
Handkerchiefs ... ...........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiien, 169.3 172.5 6.3 1.9
Boys": .
Coats, heavyWeIght . . ....vorttenieeenneernnnns ) 123.8 (? 57)
Sport coats, wool orwool blends ..................... (5) (5) (5 5)
DUNGArEES ...\ v vveervne e inensaesannnneeenesas 206,7 207.5 7.3 .4
UNdershorts . .. .ove et eee i eaee e niaaanenens 171.2 172.0 9.9 .5
Women'sand girls’ .. .. ...ttt i e 145, 6 147.0 3.4 1.0
Women'’s:
Coats, heavyweight .. ........oiiieneiinininnnnens (¢ 160.9 4,1 (53
Carcoats, heavyweight .. ........oevrnenninneeneenn.. (® 161.0 -1.6 (*
SWEATEIS . ... t.iteri it (%) (%) (%) (%)
SKirts, winter weight . ... ......ovveniivinieoneennnans (%) (%) (%) (%)
Skirts, summer weight ... .........ooiiiiiiiiia 150, 0 148.0 2.8 -1.3
BIOUSES. . .\ oi vt tiee i i e e 145.6 148,.5 3.8 2.0
Dresses, street, year roundweight .. .........ccoovvenne. 151, 9 153.6 3.3 1.1
SIS, et e e e e e 135.9 137.2 10.4 1.0
Panties. .. ..o e e e 159. 6 160,1 5.5 .3
GINIES . . oo ettt e e e et 135.7 135.7 1.2 .0
BraSSIBIeS . « v v v e v e et te e anee s e e 156, 6 156.5 3.0 -1
Hose or panty hose, nylon .............0oivivinnann, 93.1 93.3 .1 .2
Anklets or knee-1ength SOCKS « . .vvvevverreneeeranennns 138.9 139, 3 4.1 .3
GIOVES, aBIIC. . o .t e ereeeeeiieen i iaiineaiaeaaas 133.6 133.2 3.6 -.3
Handbags . . ..o vve ittt ciiiiie e i e et 171.4 174.0 3.6 1.5
Girls":
T A (72 123.1 (") M
Skirts, fall and winter. . . . (7 154.3 -5.1 (M
DIESSES . -« o e ettt eaeoneranenan et 136.1 136.3 -2.5 .1
Slacks, fall and winter. . . .. ... ..o viiiiiiiiiineie.n, 174.4 171.3 -3 -1.8
[T 143.6 143,7 4.4 .1
Handbags . . ... ovein i i ce e ittt 150, 6 152.8 8.0 1.5
Other apparel commodities . .. ....vviverreenrnenaennrnenann 160, 5 162.1 5.5 1.0
[T T Y1 £ 203,5 211.7 10.7 4,0
Yard goods. . . oo ivt it i e i e e 174.2 174.2 8.7 .0
Wrist watches, men'sand women's ............. . c.iinn.n. 141.7 142.1 .5 .3
[T - T N 155.9 157.3 4.2 .9
Men's:
Shoes, SIMeL. . . ..ttt tii et eiiie it 164.2 165.2 4.7 .6
Shoes, work, high. .. ... ... it i eee i 184, 7 185.0 7.2 2
Women's:
Shoes, Street, PUMP . . ..ottt ittt it it 141.9 146.4 1.3 3.2
Shoes, eVening, PUMP . ... c.veeuenrerrnnerrseennoenoeesn 139.5 141.3 4.9 1.3
Shoes, €Casual .. .....uuiiii it i e 156.9 157.2 3.4 .2
Houseslippers, scuff . . ... ... ... ittt 151.9 152.1 2.5 .1
Children’s:
Shoes, oxford. . .. ..ot e 159.0 159. 6 2.8 .4
Sneakers, boys’, oxfordtype . ... ... ... ... . i il 155, 7 155, 6 5.1 -1
Dressshoes, Qirls’ . .. ...t 167.5 167.5 5.7 .0
Apparel services:
DryCleaning o .. oottt et e e e e, 171.0 171.6 6.3 .4
Automatic laundry Service . . ... vu ettt e 160, 6 161,3 12.6 .4
Laundry, men’sshirts. .. ... coviniininn i 177.5 178,7 6,6 .7
Tailoringcharges . .......cvviiiinenere i et 174.0 174, 6 6.9 .3
Shoerepairs . . ...ttt ittt et 162.4 163.1 8.8 .4
TranSPOrtation . . .. v vttt e vueneaianeeteannnen e nnnns 179.3 178.9 6.2 -2
Private & . . e 178.8 178.3 6.3 -3
AULOMODIIES, MW . ..t vttt iene st eeeaeriiiiiirannanns 141, 6 141, 6 5.4 .0
Automobiles, Used . . ... ...t i it e e 190, 6 186.4 3.8 -2.2
Gasoline, regular, premium, and unleaded . .. .................. 190, 9 190.8 5.0 -1
MOTOr Ol . ..ot it it e i 166.2 166,4 3.9 .1
LI T U U 135,7 137.5 3.9 1.3
Auto repairs (mechanical) and maintenance® .................. 204.1 205.4 7.4 .6
Auto insurance premiums 213,5 214, 6 12.5 .5
Auto registration fees ... . 142,2 142.2 7.1 .0
Parking fees, private and municipal .............c0oiiieina... 195,5 195,.4 5.6 -1
See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average— Continued
(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Indexes Percent change to
Other August 1977
Item and group index
base July August August July
1977 1977 1976 1977
Transportation—Continued
LT 183.5 183.5 5.1 .0
Localtransitfares. .........coviiniiiiiiiriniiiinennniian 179.2 179.2 3.3 .0
Taxicab fares ... ...c.iin i i e 191.4 191, 6 7.8 .1
Railroad fares, coach . .. .....cviunnriiinrieniinraennennnn 185.9 185.9 10,1 .0
Airplane fares, chieflycoach .............................. 181.1 181.1 4,4 .0
Busfares, iNtercity . . ....veen e enneneieroenennennenns 232.2 232,2 20,6 .0
Healthand recreation. ..........oviiiiiniiiniiiiiiiennaennnn. 174.1 174.7 6.3 .3
Medical care '® .. .. ... i i i e e 203.5 204.9 9.7 .7
Drugs and prescriptions . .........vveenennnnreennnnann 134, 7 135,1 6.5 .3

Over-the-counter items .............coveeennuennsas .. 149, 6 150,0 7.2 .3
Multiple vitaminconcentrates .........covivreenennnans 108, 7 109.0 2,3 .3
Aspirincompounds . ... ...ttt 148.7 149.2 7.0 3
Liguid tonics . v oot ietine it it e e 122, 6 122.9 1.4 .2
Adhesive bandages, packages . .. .........c.coiiieiianaa., 213.6 215.6 16.3 .7
Cold tablets or capsules . ... ...ovviinniinvinnennneennn 135.9 135.9 3,3 .0
Cough SYTUP. « oo v et iinvieiinennnen e, 157.0 156.1 6.0 -6

Prescriptions ...... 122.2 122.8 5.9 .5
Anti-infectives 74.9 75.1 2.7 .3
Sedativeand hypnotics. . .. ......vveviininnnrinenrnnnn 173.4 173.5 5.2 .1
ALArACHICS. . v e e e vttt rereaenintrar s 116.8 117.2 2.3 .3
ANLISPASMOMICS . . oottt itiieiet e 151.5 151.9 10,6 .3
Cough preparations . ........cooviiiinennnearanraans 202,7 203,4 10,2 .3
Cardiovasculars and antihypertensives .. ................. 125, 8 126.2 4,0 .3
Analgesics, internal .........c.ciieierieraniaaia 125.0 125.8 3.9 .6
HOMMONES ... ..ottt iirieii it cnieniernaronns 120, 8 122.4 10,2 1.3

Professional services:

Physicians’ fees. . .......oiiniiiniiiiiiint e, 207.0 208.6 9.4 .8
General physician, officevisits...........o.oveiiiin. 213,0 214, 7 9.4 .8
General physician, house visits . ... oo eevin e, 205.8 207.2 8.2 .7
Obstetrical Cases. . . ...ovvvvvreriireenrieenenneennns 207.3 208.1 6.8 .4
Pediatric care, officevisits . . .. ............iiriennnn. 214,4 215.4 10,3 .5
Psychiatrist, office visits. .. . ........ ... i, 173. 9 174,5 6.3 .3
Herniorrhapy, adult...........coiiiieiiiinniennnnn, 183.7 186,1 8.3 1.3
Tonsillectomy and adenoidectomy ..................... 203, 6 205.8 14,2 1.1

Dentigts’ T 185,7 187.3 8.0 .9
Fillings, adult, amalgam, onesurface .................... 192.3 194, 0 8.6 .9
Extractions,adult ...........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiia, 186. 6 188.8 9.1 1.2
Dentures, fullupper. ... ........ civiiiiiiieiiinnn 171.3 171.9 5.3 .4

QOther professional services:

Examination, prescription, and dispensing
Of €YRGIasSES. . ... ov ettt s 168.7 169.8 6.3 .7
Routine 1aboratory tests .. ......c.vuureevinerennaranns 170, 0 170,5 4.3 °3
Hospital servicecharges .. .......covvivniniiiiiinenenns Jan. 72 165,4 166.4 10,2 .6

S eMIPIIVALE FOOMS . o o o vttt eneeeeineeanneeannnrannneen 302.6 304.3 11.1 .6

Operating roOmM charges . . . .. cvouveveenrenrnneeneennens 312.9 316.5 12.8 1.2

X-ray, diagnostic series, upper Gl. ...........0vviennnnn. 190, 9 191.2 7.1 .2

LabOratOry 18515, . . v vt v e et e v eeeeiieneeereenerenans Jan. 72 150.2 151.8 7.9 1.1

R Jan. 72 131.7 131.8 6.7 .1

TranQUIlZETS .o oottt i e e e Jan, 72 143.3 144,7 11.5 1.0

Electrocardiogram .. ...vvvrveveeessieennnnnnneenseensns Jan. 72 145.9 146.0 6.0 .1

INtravenous SOIILION . .. v.veveeereenreaneernennrnnsnnns Jan. 72 155. 6 158.8 8.8 2.1

L R T Jan. 72 167.8 169.2 11.4 .8

Oxygen, inhalation therapy . .. .......ecevvreeneenrennnns Jan, 72 142, 6 143.5 9.4 .6

Personal care ..ottt it e 171.3 172.1 6.5 5
TOMEL GOOMS « v v v v e e eeee v eeie e e e e ieetineenneennnns 167.9 168.9 6.0 .6

Toothpaste, standard dentiffice . .. .........oovvevnerneenn. 143.3 143.3 4.6 .0

Toilet s0ap, hard-milled . . . . .« vveerrvneerrnnnnenrennnns 209.7 211.2 9.9 -7

Hand lotions .. .....oovneerueiatnnneeneenenneanennnns 174.2 175.6 6.5 -8

T 138.5 140.4 2.2 1.4

Facepowder . ...... . . it ittt 171.9 172.3 -9 .2

DEOCOTANTS . ..o ovverseeeenerneneennnnnaenseneenns 125.9 125,8 4.0 -1

Cleansing LisSSUBS ... ... cvivneuenrroreonnroonnnnacannns 235.8 237.5 10,3 -7

Home permanent wave Kits ... ..o.ueeneereneneenenennens 137.1 137.4 5.8 .2

Personal Care SerViCes . . ... .. vvuernernernrnesnrnnennennnns 174,8 175.5 7.0 .4

Men’s hairCULS . . v v eieeeeteneineeineeneenennnenns 174.2 175.2 6.6 .6

BEauty ShOP SBIVICES - .t v v ve ettt tmeeeenenrannnenens 175, 4 175.9 7.3 .3
WOmMEN's hairCULS . .. oo v v v e eeeer e i enrennannes 209.7 210,3 10,1 .3
Shampoo and wave sets, Plain . .......vervnnrernnnnnns 173.9 174.2 6.3 .2
Permanentwaves, cold. . .......ooiiinnninnaeenanan, 144,11 144.5 5.9 .3

Reading and recreation ' .. .... PO PPN 157.7 158.1 4.4 .3
Recreational goodS. . . ... v vuueee v i 130,5 130, 8 2.3 .2

TV sets, portable and console ..............ccouvvnvenenns 101.2 101,2 -1.4 .0

TV replacement tubes .. ......c.iviveieniiieneeerennnnns 174.1 174.0 4.4 -.1

Radios, portable and table models ............o0vvernnen. 105. 4 105.3 .0 -1

Tape recorders, portable .. ..........ceeiirieiraeennaann 94.9 95.1 -l.1 .2

Phonograph records, Stereophonic . .. ...vovvuenevnennn... 126.2 126.5 2.3 .2

Movie Cameras, 8MM . ...o.vuvnveererareeeenrrererernss 96.2 96.5 1.2 .3

Film, 35mMm, ColOr. « . v v vt ettt e e 133,4 134,1 5.7 -5

2L O 104,1 104.0 o5 -1

See footnotes at end of table.

13

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Table 4. CPl—-nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average— Continued

{C - price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100}
Percent change to
Other Indexes August 1“';#
Item and group index
base July August August July
1977 1977 1976 1977
Health and recreation—Continued
Reading and recreation—Continued
Recreational goods—Continued
Basketballs, rubber or vinylcover .................... ..., }gg' '; i;g' z :l," g hd 2
Fishing rods, fresh-water spincasting . ..................... 134' 9 134' 7 z' 3 . 1
Bowlingballs.......... ... i, . * . i
i g 147.4 148.2 1.2 .5
Bicycles, boys . ... ... i e 1553 155.3 25 0
TrCYClES o vt e 183. 1 183. 3 7' M . 1
Dog food, cannedorboxed . ........... ... ... .., 161. 8 162.4 3' 8 '4
Recreational st.ervices'. R R AR R R R PR 184' 7 186: H 3: 7 : 9
IncIAogl:l;novte admissioNs . . ..o ui it i 176.4 177.6 2.3 4
It 208.0 21009 72 14
Children's. .. ... . i i i e 191.2 192. 1 501 5
Drive-in movie adrpissions .............................. 153‘ 5 153: 0 5: 2 -: 3
Bowlingfees,evening. ...... ... ittt 174.6 174.7 1.4 1
Golfgregn fees. .. e e 100.5 109.7 2.9 2
'::'V TEPAIN . L. 121.8 122.0 16 2
iimdeveloping. ........ .. i e
Reading and education:
Newspapers, street sale and delivery. . ..................... 194,1 194.6 6.6 -3
Magazines, single copy and subscription. ................... 204.1 204.1 8.6 .0
Piano lessons, beginner 153,2 153.8 5.6 .4
Other goods and services . .. 159,.1 159.1 3.4 .0
Tobacco Products ... ..o rini ittt 167.2 167.4 4.3 -1
Cigarettes, nonfilter tip, reqular size. .. .................... 169.4 169. 6 4.2 .1
Cigarettes, filter tip, king size 170,2 170, 4 4.4 .1
Cigars, domestic, regular size 135.2 134.8 3.6 -3
Alcoholic beverages . .......... 151, 4 151.1 2.4 -2
Beer, athOMIE ... .o\tettveeeateaneenanneareanennennn 146.2 145.8 1.1 -.3
Whiskey, spirit blended and straight bourbon ............... 117.6 118.0 1.5 .3
Wine, dessert and table 161.9 161.8 2.5 -1
Beer, away from home 174.4 173.9 4.1 -.3
Financial and miscellaneous personal expenses:
Funeral services, adult ... ....coonvevnnnurennenrnnenenenn iggg ig;-g g-g --r;
Bank service charges, checkingaccount .. ..............0un. . . . .
Legal services, shgrt form willg ........................... 215.3 215,.4 7.2 .0
! Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. ? Not available.
2 Also includes home purchase costs not shown separately. ® Also includes storage batteries and drivers’ license fees not shown wgarately.
3 Alsoincludes pine shelving, furnace filters, packaged dry cement mix, and shrubbery ? Includes prices for water pump replacement, motor tune-up, automatic trans-
not shown separately. mission repair, front-end alignment, and chassis lubrication; does not include prices for
* Also includes window shades, nails, carpet sweepers, air deodorizers, steel wool auto body repairs. In the CP! this component represents consumers’ direct, out-of-
scouring pads, envelopes, reupholstering, and moving expenses. pocket expenses for automobile repairs and maintenance.

$ Priced only in season. 10 Ajlso includes health insurance not shown separately. .
¢ Also includes men’s sport shirts, women's and girls’ lightweight coats, women’s 11 Also includes outboard motors, nondurable toys, college tuition fees, paperback
slacks, bathing suits, girls’ shorts, earrings, and zippers not shown separately. books, and college textbooks, not shown separately.
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Table 5. CPl—selected areas, all items index

{C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)
Pricin Indexes
ricing
Area ! 2 Percent change from—
schedule® | 1967-100 | 1957.50-100| Other
ses
August May July
August 1977 1976 1977 1977
US.CItYaVverage ..........co.ooieniunennenannrneerennass M 183.3 213.2 6.6 1.5 0.4
ChiCAgO0 . ...ttt it it i i e e, M 177.3 201. 4 6.4 1.7 .5
(0,11 1) O M 182.6 209.8 7.6 1.8 .1
Los Angeles—LongBeach ...............c.0civireeienennn. M 180. 6 212.4 6.4 1.2 .1
NY—Northeastern N.J . .......... .. ... o, M 187.2 222.8 5.4 1.4 .4
Philadelphia.......... ... .o it e M 185.0 216.0 6.9 1.0 .1
July April
July 1977 1976 1977
L 20 T 1 185.0 221, 6 5.5 1.6
Houston. ... ... it it i ettt rans 1 191. 6 219.2 8.1 1.6
Minneapolis—St. Paul............ ... .. oo, 1 184.5 213.8 7.5 2.7
Pittsburgh. . ... ... e e 1 180.6 207.7 7.2 1.4
August May
August 1977 1976 1977
Buffalo. . .. ...ciii i e e 2 182.7 3200. 8 6.2 0.8
Ceveland . ... ... .. ittt i i 2 181.1 204.5 6.2 7
Dallas. ... oevie e 2 182.4 %1972 7.9 1.7
Milwaukee .. ...ttt i i e 2 178.7 201.7 5.7 .4
SaNDIEE0. . - o vt 2 184.1 *193.5 7.0 1.9
SRt . . .. e 2 180.2 211, 8 8.8 2.3
Washinglon .........c.ooiiiniiiiriniiiiieiinennneennns 2 185.5 216.1 7.2 1.8
June March
June 1977 1976 1977
Atlanta. . ... ... et i it e e 3 179.1 206.0 6.3 1.7
Baltimore. . ... ... ittt i i e, 3 185.8 215,17 7.0 2.0
CinCINRAti .. ... ittt i it i e 3 182.3 206.9 7.3 2.0
HOOMIII . ..ot 3 170.5 5183.8 5.1 1.3
Kansas City ...ttt 3 179.0 212.4 7.9 2.3
SEL LOUIS ..ottt ittt i i i e 3 177.4 207.2 7.4 2.4
San Francisco—Oakland ..............coiiiiiiiiiiiinne, 3 180.7 215.0 8.3 2.7
! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- 2 — February, May, August, and November.
politan Statistical Area {SMSA) except for New York and Chicago which have more 3 — March, June, September, and December.
extensive Standard Consolidated Areas. Area definitions were established for the 1960 * November 1963=100.
Census and exclude revisions made since 1960. 4 February 1965=100.
? Foods, fuels, and several other items priced every month in all cities; most other $ December 1963=100.
goods and services priced as indicated:
M — Every month, NOTE: Price changes within areas are found in the Consumer Price Index; differences
1 — January, April, July, and October. in living costs among areas are found in family budgets.

Table 6. CPl—areas ' priced monthly, by expenditure class, percent change from July 1977 to August 1977
{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

u.s. New York—
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit 'f;n':“g:;‘; Northeastern | Philadelphia
average New Jersey
0.4 0.5 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.1
.3 .7 .1 .3 .4 -.6
.5 .6 -7 0 .4 7
.9 1.2 .4 .8 2.3 1,1
-2 .. 3 .4 -4 .1 -.4
.3 .5 .9 .6 -.1 0
.7 .5 1.9 .8 .2 .3
" .5 * * * ?) *
Readingand recreation ............ccoivievveneniaaronnn .3 .4 .3 .7 .2 -.3
Other goods and SBIVices . ... .. ....ccveenrerunenreoanns 0 .4 .1 .3 -1.1 0
! See footnote 1, table 5. 2 Not available.
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Table 7. CPl—selected areas’, by expenditure class

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and! clerical workers)

u.s. Los Angeles— New York—
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit L nge Northeastern Philadetphia
ong Beach
average i New Jersey
Indexes, August 1977
Al IeMS .o i e it e e 183.3 177.3 182. 6 180. 6 187.2 185.0
FOOd ..ot e e 195, 2 194, 3 189.5 188, 2 198.5 199.2
Foodathome ......... ... .ottt iiiiiannnn.. 193.2 193.1 187.1 186.8 199.8 195.0
Cereals and bakery products . .......cooovviviianinn, 182.7 185, 2 193.5 180.5 186. 6 189.8
Meats, poultry,andfish. .............cooiiiiiiiianas 181. 8 184, 0 176.0 178.5 180.7 186.5
Dairy products. . . oo vi ittt it 175.1 168.0 175.1 160.1 179.0 178.7
Fruitsand vegetables . .................0viinnnnnnne, 192.1 195.0 174.9 180.0 213,11 189.1
Otherfoodathome.........coviiiiiiniininennerensss 232.3 236. 6 221.5 227. 4 248.0 233,0
Foodaway fromhome...........ccovteiiiiiininnennnas 203.0 198. 8 200, 4 192.1 195.0 217.2
HOUSING . ..o ot 191. 4 174.2 186.1 190.5 193, 2 192. 8
Fo] Y=Y 193.2 174, 6 190, 1 198, 6 190. 7 202, 6
Rent, residential. . ....o.vuteeireniranininaenennans 154.4 Q) 151, 6 2 171.9 (®)
Homeownership. .....ooevvnnininennrinsreneonninas 207.4 188.9 197.7 211.4 204.0 211.9
Fuelandutilities . ...ttt ieeiiinnnen 204.5 180. 4 3207.0 168. 6 226.3 195.0
Fueloilandcoal. . ......oviiiiiiiii i 284, 1 278. 6 285,7 - 291.5 274.2
Gasand electrichty . . . ..o v vt 217, 4 192, 7 4226.0 198, 4 261.5 202.2
Household furishings and operation. . .................... 178. 1 169.1 160, 1 172. 6 180.2 173.5
Apparel and UPKEeP . . ...t it ittt i ae e 154, 8 143, 6 147.5 143. 6 151.8 143.9
Men'sand boys’ ..........oo ittt s 154, 3 134. 8 153, 1 137.5 141. 4 148. 1
Women'sand girls’ ... ...t 147.0 137.3 131.4 137.1 146.9 125.7
FOOIWRAN . ..ottt iieie i enierneneenensranasannenns 157.3 149.5 153, 1 149. 6 155.0 152, 6
TranSPOrtatioN. . oo v it tietie et eieeae e 178.9 183.0 177.7 182. 4 195, 0 184,1
o4 1 1 178.3 182.9 177.9 184. 2 185.2 185. 1
PUDKIC. ot e e e e 183.5 183.4 173.3 148.7 232.4 178. 6
Health and recreation . ..........c..ceerevnneannennennens 174.7 176.1 189, 4 171.3 180. 6 179.5
Medical care. ... 204.9 209, 6 241.8 206, 6 218.9 225. 8
PersONal CAIE . v\ vvvvteesenter e eet e riraeeenss 172, 1 (*» (2) Q) 177. 4 (2
Reading and recreation ..............cveeevennernnnennns 158. 1 157.7 156, 5 145.5 164.9 157.5
Other goods and SBIVICES . ... vvvvvrrrererereeraneenannan 159.1 162.9 164.2 158, 8 162.1 158.6
Percent changes, May 1977 to August 1977
AllIBMS. oottt iieetenneaiesesasansnsnian 1.5 1.7 1.8 1.2 1.4 1.0
FOOD ..ttt ey 1.8 2,8 2.2 2,0 1.7 .5
Foodathome ..............iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinne, 1.8 3.4 2.6 2.2 1.9 .5
Cereals and bakery products. . .. ...couvnenrnnrnrennnans .1 0 -.5 .2 1.2 -1.2
Meats, poultry, andfish..............cooiviiiiinan, 3.4 3.7 2.7 3.0 2.5 2.1
Dairy products. . oo vvviiiin it e 1.2 2.6 1.7 2.8 .7 2.8
Fruitsandvegetables . ..........coviiiniiiniiinannans -1.5 -1.2 1.2 1.1 .2 -7.1
Otherfood athome.........ooviiiiiiininininncenenns. 3.4 8.8 5.5 2.6 3.4 3.7
Foodaway fromhome .........coiuiievenrunnnnerennnan 1.9 .6 .7 1.5 1.1 .5
HOUSING . .ttt e e e e ans 2.0 1.8 1.9 1.0 1.4 1.4
Shelter . e e i i e 2.3 2.6 2.4 .6 1.2 1.6
Rent, residential ............ocvueiiranienenannnnnns 1.4 (?) 51.0 (%) 5.7 (%)
Homeownership ..........c.cueiiivenrnneenennnnns 2.5 3.2 2.5 .3 1.0 1.6
Fuelandutilities . .......ooiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiieennanns 2.1 -.8 2.6 2.3 2.6 1.7
Fueloitandcoal........ooviiiiiirii it eienans .5 .6 0 - .7 0
Gasand electriCity . .. oo vt iiiii it s 3.1 -2,1 3.8 2.7 5.2 3.5
Household furnishings and operation . . . .............o0vvus 1.3 .9 -.6 2.3 1.0 .7
Apparel and UPKeeP . . . . .. v ittt it .9 1.9 1.6 -.6 3.5 1.5
Men'sand boys. . ... i iiiiieiiiintieereiiiieans 0 -1.2 1.4 .1 -.4 .1
Women'sand girls’ . ... ouuinitiiiiin it 1.6 6.0 1.5 -1.9 8.7 4.6
FOOtWRAN . ..ttt ittt ietiietaetanannrsnronsasoanans .2 -1.5 -.3 1.3 .9 -1,1
TranspOrtation. . .. ....ovuenenensnsrecnensceeoraarasnans .4 0 1.1 1.1 .3 .1
Lo | (- PN .3 -.2 1.1 1.1 .3 .1
PUBIC. .ottt e e, 1.1 .9 1.2 1.8 .4 .3
Healthand recreation ...........ccovviiiiniiiniennennnans 1.4 1.4 2.0 1.5 .8 1.8
Medical care. .......oiiiuniiiiniireiiiiienneeuanan 2.2 2,0 3,7 2.4 1.3 3.9
Personal care 1.5 (&3] (%) () 1.4 )
Readingand recreation. . .. ......covvinvennrrnoeensnnonas .8 .3 .5 .9 1.8 .4
Other goods and SErViCes .. ... oveveirevievnrnnnnnnrasnes .7 1.8 .8 .4 -7 .3

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 7. CP!—selected areas, by expenditure class —Continued

{C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)
Expenditure class Buffalo Cleveland Daltas Milwaukee DSi:;o Seattle Washington
Indexes, August 1977
AlLTemMS Lo e e 182.7 181, 1 182.4 178, 7 184.1 180, 2 185.5
FOOO &« v vttt ettt e e 191. 0 192.3 194. 4 192, 6 193.3 192.3 202.2
FOOd Bt hOME. . .ottt ettt e 188.9 190. 5 188.9 190, 0 181.0 191.5 196. 6
Cereals and bakery products . .............covrvnnnn.. 181.5 181.8 181.0 179.8 173.1 178.7 189.8
Meats, poultry,and fish. ....... ... ... oty 176. 7 180.5 175.8 183, 2 174.5 184.5 182.0
Dairy products. . .. ..o ittt i e 174, 4 181.2 171.2 180, 2 162. 4 171.1 158. 6
Fruitsandvegetables . ..............coiiiiieininn, 184.0 182, 6 185.5 187.5 ¢ 179.2 180, 1 201, 3
Other foodathome................ ..o, 227.7 224, 1 222.2 215.8 o212.5 233.4 243, 7
Food away from home. .. ....ove i iei e iinicianannn, 202. 8 202.9 214. 6 202.7 224.5 194, 7 216. 6
HOUSING . oottt ettt ittt i it aaaan 192. 4 180. 5 185.7 177.4 203, 4 193,5 190, 2
Shelter ..ot i i e 179.8 177.0 187.1 172.2 225.9 203, 9 187. 6
Rent, residential. .. .....vvvinin i 157.8 140, 6 141.8 154, 1 172.0 154, 6 159, 4
Homeownership...........oooiiiiiiiiiininnn.. 183.7 183.4 207.4 177.7 248,2 218.4 204, 0
Fuelandutilities . ......... ...ttt 257. 6 216.8 197. 6 205, 2 162.4 185.8 216, 8
Fueloilandcoal .........coiniiniiniiinniinnnnnnenn. 293, 7 - - 299.5 - 258.4 295,7
Gasand electricity . ... .o iii it i 276.7 234, 6 245,0 218.1 184.9 170. 6 256.1
Household furnishings and operation. .. ................... 179.2 170.2 175.3 172.5 165.3 173.9 181, 9
Apparel and UPKEEP . . ..ottt e 176. 6 158, 7 156. 1 168.0 147.5 154, 3 153.2°
Men'sandboys’ ... .o.uiiiniiii ittt 215.3 161.0 154.8 162, 6 154.8 156.2 152, 6
Women'sand gifls’ . ... ...oottnietrenr ittt 165.5 155,8 144. 6 171. 6 132. 6 142, 1 135.3
FOOTWEAN . o .ot ittt et raianiiaeteeesasnnnnanenss 161.4 148.0 156.7 168.5 146.0 156. 6 156. 6
TranspOrtation . . ..ottt et e e 172.3 171.0 185,4 174.9 175.8 165, 0 177.4
Private .. ... i et 173.0 179. 7 186. 6 173.0 177. 6 167.2 176.2
Public .. e i e 163.2 115,1 169.5 196. 8 143, 4 152, 3 184.8
Healthand recreation ............ccvvivnnirnnnnannenransn 167.0 187.9 176, 2 173.1 167.6 166. 5 181.8
Medicalcare, . ... iiiiiniieearaecnnnne 183. 6 228.1 197. 4 201, 6 197.5 193.7 218.9
Personal Care .. ..........oiiiiiiiniiiieei e 169. 3 187.9 179.8 175.5 164. 1 176. 4 168. 0
Readingand recreation ... ......c.ccveunnrenirininennnns 156. 6 160.9 161.9 164.9 150. 2 154.1 157. 6
Othergoodsand services ... .........coviviinnnenennenn. 158, 2 171,1 156. 6 155.7 153, 1 150, 0 178.0
Percent changes, May 1977 to August 1977
YL 1T 1T PN 0.8 0.7 1.7 0.4 1.9 2,4 1.8
LT« N 1,3 -3.9 1.8 1.3 1.4 2.5 1.8
Foodathome ...........ociiiiiiiiiiininnenenannnnns 1.3 -5.0 1.6 1.3 .2 2.6 1.7
Cereals and bakery products .. ..........c.ouivieinnnnn, -.5 -7.2 -.3 -2.7 1.1 .3 -1.0
Meats, poultry, andfish. .. ...... ... .. .. oiviienennn. 2.9 1.6 3.4 4.4 -1.0 1.8 5.6
Dairy Products. .. ..o ittt it 1.6 -5.2 3.3 -.1 1.8 1.2 -3.4
Fruitsandvegetables . . .....vieunt i vrenennnnnnnn -4,8 -8.6 -2.4 -2.4 -2 3.1 -2.2
Otherfoodathome..........ooiiiiiiiiiiininnn i, 4.5 -9.5 2.3 2.8 .5 4,9 3.1
Food away fromhome ..............viieninnniannann, 1.6 2.4 2.4 1.2 3.9 2.4 2.0
HOUSING « o vttt iie ittt ir e en s eneraenaaennrsanns .6 3.3 1.9 -1 3.5 3.4 2.6
ShEItEr e e .6 4,9 1.7 ~1.1 3.8 3.2 2,5
Rent, residential .............0iiiiiiiiiiiiiine, 1.3 1.9 2.2 1.6 1.8 2,0 1.3
Homeownership. . ... ...t i iiiienniinnnennan. .5 5.4 1.6 -1.9 4,4 3.4 3.0
Fuelandutilities . ...ttt ininanans 0 1.5 3.1 W7 4.6 7.6 3.5
Fueloifandcoal ......... ... .. c.iiiviiininnanenn, 0 - - -.9 - .5 .9
GasandelectriCity . . ... ...viieinreininiinnraenn 0 2.0 4,3 1.4 7.0 29.9 5.3
Household furnishingsand operation. . ..............0u. v, 1.0 -1.0 1.5 2.3 1.8 1.3 2.3
Apparel and UPKeep . . ... ..ot i i e 1.0 2.2 3.4 -1.1 -.1 .8 .7
Men'sandboys’ . ... ..ciiiiiniiin it i .4 5.1 1.9 2.2 -1.8 1.4 -1.2
Women'sand girls' . ........oviii i 1.7 1.2 6.5 -2.2 -.5 -1.3 -.9
Footwear. ... ...t i 1.3 .1 .1 1.1 1.2 .6 1.2
Transportation ... .......ceeeeienrinnarerirnerenaonaenns .5 .2 .3 .4 .9 3.1 1.1
Private .. e e .5 .2 .3 .3 .9 3.3 .4
Public .7 -.3 .8 .9 1.7 1.8 5.4
Healthandrecreation. . ..........oviiiienn i rennns .5 .8 1.6 .8 1.3 1.1 1.6
MedicalCare. . .......ovunnenie e, 1.5 1.8 1.9 1.5 1.6 1.5 2.1
Personalcare ..........c.coiunniiii it .8 .4 1.2 2.1 2.6 2.7 1.6
Readingand recreation ........... ... .. ...t -1 -.2 1.4 .2 1.5 0 1.5
Other goods and services ........o..uvivvnnreennennnnn. -.6 .4 1.4 .3 .1 1.1 .6
! See footnote 1, table 5. 4 Revised index: July 1977, 239.1.
2 Not available. 5 Change from June 1977.
* Revised index: July 1977, 215.2.
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Table 8. CPl—food groups, selected areas

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Food at home
Food
Cereals i Other
) Total Meats, ) Friits awa
Area food Total and pouttry, Dairy and foods fron!
bakery and fish products vegetables at home
products N home
Indexes
US.cityaverage ............covvuenninnnn 195.2 193,2 182.7 181.8 175.1 192.1 232.3 203.0
Atlanta ... .o e 199.3 198.8 188.8 183.0 192.1 206.8 225.0 200.7
Baltimore .........coviiiiiiiniiiinaann 198.7 196.1 175.3 186.4 172.1 204.3 235.3 208.6
Boston ...t i 193.4 190, 7 186.4 180.8 168.9 189.7 231.5 203.1
Buffalo.......oviiiviii i 191,0 188.9 181.5 176.7 174.4 184,0 227.7 202,.8
Chicago ...vvviiiii it iee e 194.3 193.1 185.2 184.0 168.0 195.0 236.6 198.8
Cincinnati .. c.oevin it 200,4 202.7 187.9 187.7 177.4 207.9 250,1 191.6
Cleveland .......... .. .0 oviiiiiiininns 192.3 190.5 181.8 180,5 181.2 182.6 224.1 202.9
Dallas ....ovvvriiiiii it 194.4 188.9 181.0 175.8 171.2 185,5 222.2 214.6
Detroit ......couvvnienannnnnenvonennnnnn 189.5 187.1 193.5 176.0 175.1 174, 9 221.5 200,4
Honolulu ... oo, 195, 7 192.2 173.1 190, 5 190.2 192.0 213.4 205.6
Houston ..........c.ciiiiiiinnnnan., 202,2 195.4 180,3 192.3 183.3 199.3 213.9 225.9
KansasCity . .o.vvvvivnnncnnrnnneeinsvans 195.7 191.4 179.2 177.0 185.0 181.7 229.9 209.2
Los Angetes—LongBeach ................. 188.2 186.8 180.5 178.5 160.1 180,0 227.4 192.1
Milwaukee ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiien, 192. 6 190, 0 179.8 183.2 180,2 187.5 215.8 202.7
Minneapolis—St. Paul ..................... 199.8 193.2 196.5 184.0 183,1 183.9 217.5 229.1
N.Y.~—Northeastern NJ ................... 198.5 199.8 186.6 180, 7 179.0 213.1 248.0 195.0
Philadelphia ..........c.cciviiiiiiiins 199.2 195.0 189.8 186.5 178.7 189.1 233.0 217.2
Pittsburgh .............. oo, 196.6 193.2 190,4 183.9 169.7 191,3 228.9 217.4
SLLOUIS ...ttt 197. 1 196.6 194, 7 176.8 183.3 199.7 236.4 199.1
SaNDIEGO .. iiii i e 199.3 181, 0 173.1 174.5 162.4 179.2 212.5 224.5
San Francisco—Oakland ................... 190,8 192. 6 175.9 187.3 168.3 180,3 241.8 184.5
Seattle ...t i s 192.3 191.5 178.7 184.5 171.1 180,1 233.4 194.7
Washington ........... ... o i, 202,2 196.6 189.8 182.0 158, 6 201.3 243.7 216.6
Percent changes July 1977 to Aug, 1977
US.cityaverage ........o.vveinviineennns 0,3 0,2 -0.3 0,8 0,6 1,0 0.4 0.6
AtaNtd ... i e 1.0 1.1 .6 .6 2.5 -5 2.2 .7
Baltimore ..........viiiiiiiniiiiiiiiinnn -.3 -5 -9 .4 -.5 3.2 .4 .4
BOSION ...iiiiiiiiiiii i -.5 -.8 2.1 .2 .5 3.1 -4 .6
Buffalo ..... ... et .1 -1 -1 .5 -.4 -3.1 1.3 .9
ChiCag0 . v v e inentcnciecaeaannaannsens .7 .9 .2 .5 4.4 -1.3 1.5 -2
CinCinnati .+, .oovviii it .7 .7 -1.0 1.1 -9 2.3 .8 .3
Cleveland .......oviniiiiiiieinninnns -1 -.4 -.8 1.2 -4.1 .3 -5 1.7
Dallas .....coviiiiiiiiiiiiiieiie .7 .6 1.1 1.3 -.1 1.4 -4 .9
Detroit ........cvvvunnennienenannns . .1 .1 .8 .1 -.2 -1.6 .8 .4
Honolulu .........c.evevvnnitn N .8 .9 3.5 ) .2 2.0 5 .4
HOUSION . . .\ttt et e neiianaes .6 .7 -.8 .6 -2 4.6 -3 .1
KansasCity . ..oovvnieineninnnnenannnnn. -.5 -.8 -9 -6 .2 -3.2 1 .2
Los Angeles—LongBeach .................. .3 3 -9 1.4 1.3 -7 -e2 s .3
Milwaukee . ... ociii it i -2 -6 -2.0 .4 2 -2.2 -4 1.2
Minneapolis—St. Paul ........... ... ....0s -2 -4 .7 .6 -1.1 -1.1 -1.1 o7
N.Y.—Northeastern NJ . .................. .4 .4 a2 .7 .1 .9 .0 o4
Philadelphia ............ .o i, -6 -9 -2.8 .3 1.1 -6.5 1.6 .3
Pittsburgh ... ..ottt .3 .4 ~2 .8 -.4 -2.7 2.8 .1
St LOUIS ¢t vene e eianeninenranen .8 .8 -.5 1.4 .2 2.6 -1 .6
SanDiego ...ttt i 1.5 .4 1.1 -4 1.1 1.5 .2 23,9
San Francisco—Qakland ................... .4 .3 -1.5 .9 .7 -9 .8 1.0
Seattle ...........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 1.1 1.2 .4 1.0 5 3.5 .6 .9
Washington .........oevvinnnennnrenennne .5 .5 2.1 3.2 -4 -1.2 o2 .8
! See footnote 1, table 5. ? Change from May 1977.
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Table 8. CPl-—gasoline indexes, U.S. city average and selected areas

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, January 1976=100)
Leaded regular gasoline Unieaded regular gasoline Premium gasoline
Percent change; Percent change| |Percent change
Area! Index to August Index to August Index to August
1977 from— 1977 from— 1977 from—
July August July July August July July August July
1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977
U.S.cityaverage ............... 108.0 107.9 -0.1 110.2 110, 2 0 108. 6 108.7 0.1
Atanta ...........o00viiinen 107.1 106. 4 -7 112.5 112, 4 -.1 110.7 110.5 -.2
Baltimore..................... 105. 6 105, 2 -.4 108.5 108.5 0 106.9 107.0 .1
BoStOn .....oooviiiiiiiian., 106. 6 106. 6 0 112.0 112.0 0 108.8 108.8 0
Buffalo.................. ... 107.9 108.0 .1 108.8 109. 2 .4 108.5 109.0 .5
Chicago .............covivunnn 108.5 108. 4 -.1 110.3 110, 2 -.1 109.1 109. 1 0
Cincinnati ........ovovveenn. 107. 4 107.3 -.1 110.5 110. 3 -.2 107.9 107. 6 -.3
Ceveland . ............oooveen. 104.3 104, 3 0 108.7 108.8 .1 105.7 105.7 0
Dallas.............coiviinint 111.0 111.0 0 113.1 113, 0 -.1 110.9 111.0 .1
Detroit. ..., 107.9 107. 8 -.1 112. 6 112.5 -.1 110.0 109.9 -.1
Honolulu ................000t 105. 3 105.2 -.1 106. 1 106.0 -1 105.2 105.1 -.1
Houston..............c..ocounen 111, 0 110.5 -.5 112.7 112.5 -2 109.9 109.9 0
KansasCity ..............o000 109.7 109. 4 -.3 112.7 112.3 -4 109.9 109.5 -.4
Los Angeles—Long Beach......... 108.5 108.2 -.3 109. 4 109, 6 .2 108.0 107.8 -.2
Milwaukee .................... 109.7 109. 6 -.1 112.0 112.1 .1 109.8 109.8 0
Minneapolis—St. Paul............ 109. 4 109.4 0 112. 6 112.3 -.3 110.1 110.0 -1
N.Y.—Northeastern NJ .......... 104. 6 104.9 .3 108.5 108.5 0 106. 6 106.7 .1
Philadelphia 106.9 106. 3 -.6 110.7 110.5 -.2 108, 4 108. 1 -.3
Pittsburgh 108.0 107.2 -7 110.3 110.2 -.1 109.0 109.3 .3
St. Louis 110.0 109.0 -.9 111.3 110, 7 -.5 109.4 108.9 -.5
San Diego 107.1 106.4 -7 109.0 108. 6 -.4 107.3 106.7 -.6
San Francisco—Oakland 108.1 108.0 -.1 107.7 107.9 .2 106. 6 106. 6 0
Seattle ...........ooveviivinnn 111.7 111. 6 -.1 111.9 111.9 0 111.3 111.3 0
Washington ................... 107.9 107.0 -.8 110. 6 110.3 -.3 108. 6 108. 6 0

1 Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those established
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.

Table 10. CPi—gasoline average prices, U.S. city average and selected areas

{C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)
Leaded regular gasoline Unleaded regular gasoline Premium gasoline
Area! Average price per gallon
June July August June July August June July August
1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977
US.cityaverage ............... $0. 630 $0. 631 $0. 630 $0. 665 $0. 667 $0. 667 $0.682 $0.683 $0, 684
Atlanta. . .....ooiviiiiiiia, .615 . 618 . 614 . 671 . 676 . 675 . 689 . 694 . 693
Baltimore..................... . 631 . 631 . 629 . 663 . 666 . 666 . 689 . 689 . 689
Boston...................0u . 625 . 624 . 624 . 670 . 673 . 673 . 681 . 684 . 684
Buffalo................c00ent. . 642 . 641 . 641 . 673 . 671 . 674 . 693 . 695 . 699
Chicago ......oovvvneinnenn. . 647 . 650 . 650 . 694 . 697 . 696 . 608 .701 L1701
Cincinnati ............co0uuvns .615 .618 .617 . 654 . 654 . 653 . 670 . 672 . 670
Cleveland..................... . 612 . 611 . 611 . 647 . 646 . 647 . 666 . 664 . 664
Dallas. ..... .595 .597 .597 . 629 . 628 . 628 . 644 . 642 . 642
Detroit. . ... .623 . 625 . 625 . 675 . 680 . 680 . 690 . 695 . 694
Honolulu . 723 .721 .721 .738 .738 . 738 . 764 . 765 . 764
Houston. . .584 . 585 .582 .615 .615 .614 . 633 . 633 . 633
Kansas City . 609 . 607 . 606 . 641 . 642 . 640 . 661 . 658 . 656
Los Angeles—Long Beach. ........ . 634 .633 | . 631 . 668 . 668 . 669 . 678 . 677 . 676
Milwaukee . ............o.0.. .594 .597 ! .596 . 630 . 633 . 634 . 650 .651 .651
Minneapolis—St. Paul............ . 627 . 629 . 629 . 660 . 666 . 664 . 698 . 697 . 697
N.Y.—-Northeastern N.J . ......... . 625 . 625 . 627 . 667 . 667 . 667 . 692 .692 . 692
.623 . 623 . 620 . 680 . 677 .676 . 698 .695 . 693
. 630 . 627 . 623 . 667 . 664 . 663 . 683 . 681 . 683
. 620 . 624 .618 . 643 . 648 . 645 . 667 . 672 . 669
. 645 . 646 . 641 .683 . 685 . 682 . 697 . 697 .693
. 664 . 663 . 663 . 682 . 681 .682 . 704 . 703 .703
. 621 . 641 . 640 . 646 . 664 . 664 . 670 . 688 . 688
. 648 . 649 . 644 . 694 . 694 . 692 L7112 712 712

' Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those established
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.
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Appendix: Technical Notes

Brief Explanation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average
changes in prices of goods and services usually bought
by urban wage earners and clerical workers. It is based
on prices of about 400 items which were selected to rep-
resent the movement of prices of all goods and services
purchased by wage earners and clerical workers. Prices
for these items are obtained in urban portions of 39
major statistical areas and 17 smaller cities, which were
chosen to represent all urban places in the United States.
They are collected from about 18,000 establishments—
grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling stations,
and other types of stores and service establishments.

Prices of food, fuels, and a few other items are
obtained every month in all 56 locations. Prices of most
other commodities and services are collected every month
in the five largest areas and every 3 months in other
areas. Prices of most goods and services are obtained by

personal visits of the Bureau’s trained representatives.
Mail questionnaires are used to obtain local transit fares,
public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices, and
certain other items.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various
items in each location are averaged together with weights
which represent their importance in the spending of all
wage earners and clerical workers. Local data are then
combined to obtain a U.S. city average. Separate indexes
are also published for 23 areas.

The index measures price changes from a designated
reference date—1967—which equals 100.0. An increase
of 22 percent, for example, is shown as 122.0. This
change can also be expressed in dollars as follows: The
price of a base period ‘“‘market basket” of goods and
services bought by urban wage earners and clerical workers
has risen from $10 in 1967 to $12.20.

A Note About Calculating Index Changes

Movements of the indexes from one month to another
are usually expressed as percent changes rather than
changes in index points because index point changes are
affected by the level of the index in relation to its base
period while percent changes are not. The example in the
accompanying box illustrates the computation of index
point and percent changes.

Seasonally adjusted percent changes in the U.S. All
Items Index are based on scasonal adjustment factors
and seasonally adjusted indexes carried to two decimal
places. This procedure helps to eliminate rounding error
in the percent changes.

Percent changes for 3-month and 6-month periods
are expressed as annual rates and are computed accord-
ing to the standard formula for compound growth rates.
These data indicate what the percent change would be
if the current rate were maintained for a 12-month

period. BLS does not publish annual rates based on
data for 1 month.

Index Point Change

CPi 1238
Less previous index 123.2
Equals index point change: 0.6

Percent Change

tndex point difference, 0.6
Divided by the previous index, 123.2
Equals, 0.005
Results multiplied by one hundred 0.005x100
Equals percent change: 0.5

A Note on Seasonally Adjusted and Unadjusted Data

Because price data are used for different purposes by
different groups, the Bureau of Labor Statistics publishes
seasonally adjusted as well as unadjusted changes each
month,

For analyzing general price trends in the economy,
seasonally adjusted changes are usually preferred, since
they eliminate the effect of changes that normally occur
at the same time and in about the same magnitude every
year—such as price movements resulting from changing

climatic conditions, production cycles, model change-
overs, holidays, and sales.

The unadjusted data are of primary interest to con-
sumers concerned about the prices they actually pay.
Unadjusted data are also used extensively for escalation
purposes. Many collective bargaining contract agreemnents
and pension plans, for example, tie compensation changes
to the Consumer Price Index unadjusted for seasonal
variation.
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Reliability of Percent Changes in the CPI

A system of “replicated” samples introduced into the
index structure in the 1964 revision permits an estimate of
sampling error for the CPL. ! The table below shows
standard errors for monthly, quarterly, and annual percent

Average standard errors of percent changes in the
CP! based on 1976 data

Standard error
Component Monthty Quarterly Annual
change change change
Allitems ............. .04 .05 .10
Foodathome ......... 10 1 .22
Food away from home .. .08 14 31
Housing .............. .06 .10 .18
Apparel and upkeep. . ... .15 .27 25
Transportation.,........ .07 12 .20
Medicalcare........... 14 .19 27
Personalcare .......... .16 .26 .64
Reading and recreation . . .09 .16 .33
Other goods and

SerVices . .......o.u.. A1 12 .18
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changes in the CPI for all items and for nine commodity
groupings based on 1975 averages. The figures may be
interpreted as follows: The chances are about 95 out of
100 that the percent change in the CPI as computed differs
from the corresponding “complete coverage” change by
less than twice the standard error,

Because the CPI is rounded to one decimal place, some
ambiguity may arise in interpreting small index changes.
As the table indicates, for example, a month-to-month
change of 0.1 percent in the allitems CPI is significant.
Because of rounding, however, a change of this size in the
published index might result from a much smaller change in
the unrounded value. Hence, any particular change of 0.1
percent may or may not be significant. On the other hand,
a published change of 0.2 percent for a 1-month period
is always significant.

This replaces the table of average errors based on 1975
data which was included in the CPI report through
December 1976.

! The method of deriving these estimates is described in a

paper by Marvin Wilkerson, ‘“Measurement of Sampling Error
in the Consumer Price Index,” Journal of the American Statistical
Assoclation, September 1967.
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Atlanta, Ga. 30309
Phone: (404) 881-4418

Region V
9th Floor
Federal Office Building
230 S. Dearborn Street
Chicago, lll. 60604
Phone: (312) 353-1880

Region VI
Second Floor
555 Griffin Square Building
Dallas, Tex. 75202
Phone: (214) 749-3516

REGION It
S50

us

PUERTO RICO
-

VIRGIN ISLANUS

Regions Vil and Vill*
911 Walnut Street
Kansas City, Mo. 64106
Phone: (816) 374-2481

Regions IX and X**
450 Golden Gate Avenue
Box 36017
San Francisco, Calif. 94102
Phone: (415) 556-4678

*Regions VII and Viil are serviced
by Kansas City

**Regions IX and X are serviced
by San Francisco





