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Price Movements
August 1976

The Consumer Price Index rose 0.5 percent in August
before seasonal adjustment to 171.9 percent of its 1967
base. The August CPI was up 5.6 percent from a year
ago.

Seasonally adjusted changes

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI rose 0.5 percent
in August, the same as in June and July. The August in-
crease resulted from higher prices for a wide variety of
goods and services, notably fruits and vegetables, apparel,
and gasoline. These increases were partially offset by
lower prices for meats.

The food index increased 0.3 percent in August after
seasonal adjustment for the third month of comparatively
small increases. Prices of fresh fruits and vegetables ad-
vanced sharply in August after declining the preceding 3
months; prices for dairy products and coffee continued to

rise rapidly. Meat and poultry prices, on the other hand,
continued to move down. The declines for beef and pork—
3.6 percent and 4.0 percent respectively—were larger than
in July. In addition, indexes for eggs and fats and oils—
which had been rising in recent months—declined in
August after seasonal adjustment.

The index for commodities other than food rose 0.6
percent in August after seasonal adjustment, about the
same as in the previous 3 months and about twice as much
as in the early months of 1976. The apparel commodities
index which rose 1.1 percent in August after a 0.6 percent
rise in July, caused about one-third of the rise in the non-
food commodities index. Approximately 30 percent of the
rise in this index was due to continued rapid increases in
the indexes for gasoline and motor oil and fuel oil and
coal. Prices of used cars continued to rise. The new car
index increased 0.4 percent in August after remaining
nearly unchanged in June and July. The index for house-

Table A. Percent changes in CP! and components, selected periods

Changes in all items
Changes from preceding month Compound
annual rate
From
Month » From 12 months
All items Food Commodities Services 3 months 8go
less food
ago
Unad- {Seasonally] Unad- lSeasonally Unad- {Seasonally] Unad- rSeasonally Seasonally Unad-
justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted adjusted justed
1975:
August ........... 0.3 0.4 -0.3 -0.2 0.5 06 0.5 0.4 8.5 8.6
September......... 5 4 -2 3 5 3 1.0 8 7.4 7.8
October........... 6 6 7 9 5 3 6 6 58 7.6
November......... .6 6 4 6 .3 3 1.1 1.0 6.8 7.3
December ......... 4 .5 5 6 A 4 6 6 7.3 7.0
1976:

January........... 2 4 A -2 -3 2 1.0 1.1 6.5 6.8
February.......... 2 A -4 -1.0 3 3 7 7 44 6.3
March............ 2 2 -7 -8 4 3 6 7 29 6.1
April............. 4 4 3 6 6 3 3 5 29 6.1
May ............. 6 .6 4 1.0 8 6 4 A4 49 6.2
June ............. 5 .5 5 2 6 5 6 6 6.1 5.9
July ...l 6 5 7 A 4 6 7 6 6.3 5.4
August ........... 5 .5 2 3 6 6 6 6 6.0 56
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hold durables declined slightly in August, following mod-
erate increases in recent months; appliance prices were un-
changed while prices for furniture and floor coverings
declined. Prices for alcoholic beverages also declined in
August.
The services index rose 0.6 percent in August after
seasonal adjustment, the same as in June and July. The
‘rent index increased 0.3 percent, while household services
other than rent rose 0.6 percent. Increases of 0.6 percent
for medical care services and 0.5 percent for transportation
services were about half as large as in July because of a
slower rise in charges for hospital services and auto in-
surance and a slight decline in public transportation
charges. Among other service components, the index for
personal care services rose sharply in August primarily
because of higher charges for beauty shop services.

Monthly changes in detail (not seasonally adjusted)

Food. The index for food purchased in grocery stores
increased 0.1 percent in August before seasonal adjustment.
Price increases for fresh fruits, eggs, dairy products, coffee,
and sugar were offset by lower prices for meats, poultry,
fresh vegetables, and cereal and bakery products.

Beef prices declined 2.2 percent, pork 1.3 percent, and
poultry 2.3 percent instead of moving up as is usual in
August. Beef prices declined—as they have almost steadily
since mid-1975—due to large cattle marketings and beef
production. Beef output in the first 7 months of this year
was up 11 percent from the first 7 months of last year. In
contrast, pork production in the first half of this year was
down 5 percent from a year earlier, but competitive
pressures from the large beef and poultry supplies held
down prices. Since mid-year, hog slaughter and pork
production have increased substantially, resulting in the
recent declines in pork prices at the processors’ level and
in the August decline at the retail level.

Fresh vegetable prices declined 1.8 percent, much
smaller than is usual for August, and fresh fruit prices rose
4.6 percent instead of moving down seasonally. The in-
crease in lettuce prices was particularly sharp as a labor
dispute in California and production gaps in other areas led
to short supplies. Prices for apples, bananas, oranges, and
grapes also increased sharply.

Prices for most cereal and bakery products declined in
August. Increased promotional activity and lower ingredient
costs contributed to the decline for bakery products. Flour
prices moved down in response to lower wheat prices. Rice
prices continued to decline due to alarge buildup of supplies
which resulted from a record world and U.S. rice harvest
during the past year.

Among. dairy products, butter prices continued to ad-
vance rapidly—increasing 5.9 percent in August after a 3.9
percent rise in July. A part of these recent increases was
attributed to stockpiling by some producers and bulk
buyers to avoid a repetition of severe shortages which
occurred last fall. Higher costs for fluid milk, however, are

the principal reason for the rise in butter prices, as well as
for other processed dairy products such as cheese, ice cream,
and canned evaporated milk. The rise in fluid milk prices
stemmed from various factors such as decreased production
of butterfat, higher price supports, and increased com-
petition for supplies by processors of cheese, butter, and
other products.

Among other foods purchased in grocery stores, coffee
prices rose 5.3 percent, continuing the rapid advances of the
preceding 4 months. Sugar prices increased 1.0 percent in
August, reflecting earlier increases in wholesale prices. Egg
prices rose 7.1 percent before seasonal adjustment.

The index for food away from home—restaurant meals
and snacks—increased 0.5 percent in August, compared
with 0.7 percent in July.

Commodities other than food. The index for commodities
other than food increased 0.6 percent in August before
seasonal adjustment. Over two-fifths of this rise stemmed
from a 1.2 percent increase in apparel prices, primarily
reflecting the introduction of fall and winter items. A
rapid rise in manufacturers’ prices for clothing and foot-
wear this year has put upward pressure on prices at the
retail level. Over the past year, from August 1975 to August
1976, apparel prices have increased 6.2 percent and foot-
wear prices 8.9 percent at the manufacturers’ level. At the
retail level, apparel prices have risen 3.3 percent and foot-
wear 4.9 percent from August 1975 to August 1976.

There were also large increases for tires and used cars—
1.4 percent and 1.2 percent respectively. Gasoline prices
rose 0.7 percent and fuel oil prices 0.6 percent instead of
declining as is usual in August. Prices for other commodities
such as toilet goods, housekeeping supplies, and drugs and
prescriptions continued to increase. The new car index,
which usually declines in August, was unchanged. Prices for
furniture and floor coverings declined reflecting in part
summer clearance sales.

Services. The services index rose 0.6 percent in August
before seasonal adjustment. Among major services cate-
gories, medical care services rose 0.8 percent, a smaller
increase than in July but still substantial as hospital service
charges and dentists’ fees both rose 0.9 percent and
physicians’ fees increased 0.6 percent. Charges for house-
hold services other than rent rose 0.7 percent in August as
property insurance rates, mortgage interest costs, telephone,
and water and sewerage rates rose sharply. Increases for
natural gas and electricity, however, were smaller than in
recent months. The rent index rose 0.4 percent for the
sixth consecutive month. The rise of 0.5 percent for
transportation services stemmed from increases for auto-
related services—0.7 percent for both auto repairs and
auto insurance and 1.0 percent for parking fees; charges
for public transportation increased 0.1 percent. Among
other services, there were large increases in charges for
laundering men’s shirts and beauty shop services.
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Chart 1. All items index and rates of change, 1967-76
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Chart 2. Commodities less food index and rates of change, 1967-76
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Chart 3. Total food index and rates of change, 1967-76
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Chart 4. Services index and rates of change, 1967-76
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Table 1. CPI—U.S. city average, by commadity and service group and expenditure class

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

. Unadjusted "
in':‘pﬂ?tt:r,\ece Unadjusted indexes percent change to pe?‘?::?::l;‘:‘::lf::t;d_
Group or class August 1976 from—
1975 July August August July May to June to July to
1976 1976 1975 1976 June July August
Comrmodity and service groups
Al BMS & ottt e e 100,000 171.1 171.9 5.6 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
All items (1957-59=100) .. ........ ... ... ... - 199.0 200,0 - - - - -
COMMOGILIES « v v v e ve e enns | 63,355 166,0 166.6 3.9 .4 .4 .4 .5
FOOd oo 24,675 18,1 182.4 2.4 .2 .2 .1 .3
FOOd At hOMe .+ oo e eiee e 19,524 180.9 181.0 1.1 .1 .2 0 .3
Cereals and bakery products .......... 2.702 180.9 180.3 -1.3 -3 1.3 .2 .3
Meats, poultry, and fish . ............. 6. 641 184.0 181,5 -4,3 -1.4 -1 -1.6 -1.4
Dairy products. .................... 2.876 168.0 169.0 9.5 .6 1.0 1.1 .9
Fruits and vegetables . . .............. 3,103 177.3 178.3 o2 .6 -2.8 W1 3.0
Other foodsathome ................ 4,202 188.6 192.1 7.0 1.9 1,4 1.4 .5
Food away fromhome ................ 5.150 186.9 187.8 7.1 .5 .5 .6 .4
Commodities lessfood . ... ..o v n. 38,681 157,1 158,0 4,8 .6 .5 .6 .6
Nondurables lessfood ................... 22.872 158.1 159,1 4,0 .6 .5 .6 .8
Apparel commodities' .. ..., ... L. 7.861 144 .4 146.2 3.6 1.2 .3 .6 1,1
Men'sand boys' ... ..ooeriiiinnn. 2,475 145.6 147.5 4,5 1.3 -2 .6 .9
Women's and girls’ 3,426 140,2 142.2 2.5 1,4 .6 .5 1.5
FOOIWEAT . oo evveterenanenans 1,377 149.6 151.0 4,9 .9 .4 .5 .6
Other apparel commodities ........... .584 152.7 153,7 2.7 .7 .3 .1 .7
Nondurables less food and apparel ....... 15,011 166.3 166.8 4,2 .3 .7 .7 .6
Gasolineand motoroil. . ............. 3,498 179.1 180.3 1.6 .7 2.1 1,5 1.5
Tobacco products . ................. 1.880 160.4 160.5 4,0 .1 -.4 -.1 .1
Alcoholic beverages .. ............... 2.244 147.5 147.6 3.4 .1 .1 .5 ~3
Fueloilandcoal. .. .....coovvrennnnn 1.045 248.1 249,3 5.8 .5 1.5 1.3 1.8
Other nondurables. ................. 6,343 160,4 160.9 5.9 .3 .3 .4 4
Durable commodities. .. ............... 15, 809 155, 8 156.4 6.0 .4 .3 N .5
Household durables . . ............... 4,495 146.5 146.3 3.8 -.1 .1 .3 -.1
New automobiles................... 1.910 134,4 134,4 6.0 0 -.1 .1 .4
Used automobiles. . . ................ 2,046 177.5 179. 6 15.1 1,2 .7 1.1 1.4
Otherdurables . ........oovvenvun... 7.358 162.3 163.2 4,7 .6 *,5 *,7 %*.6
GOIVICES - v et ettt s 36,645 180.7 181.8 8.6 .6 .6 .6 .6
Rent ... ...t 4,497 145.0 145.6 5,5 .4 .4 .5 .3
Services lessrent .. ... ..c.iiinineeian 32.147 187.2 188.4 9.1 .6 .6 .6 .5
Household services lessrent . ............ 16.030 198.7 200.1 7.8 .7 .7 .5 .6
Transportation services. . .. ............. 5,012 174.7 175.5 15,5 .5 .4 .9 .5
Medical care Services .................. 5,642 197.9 199.4 9.7 .8 .5 1.1 .6
Other senvices. . .o vovvvirenennennan 5.463 161.2 162.0 6.3 .5 .5 .6 .6
Special indexes:
Allitems lessfood ... ... i 75.325 167.9 168.9 6.7 .6 *,6 *,5 *,6
Nondurable commodities. .................... 47,547 169.7 170.4 3.1 .4 *,5 *,4 *,4
Apparel commodities less footwear .. ........... 6.485 143.4 145.2 3.3 1.3 2 .6 1.2
Services less medical care services. ... ... ... ... 31,002 178.0 179.0 8.4 .6 *.6 *,6 *,6
Insurance and finance . ......... ... ... ... ... 9,808 196.8 198,1 9.6 .7 .3 .8 .5
Utilities and public transportation . ............. 5.484 172.3 173.3 10,2 .6 1.1 .6 et 7
Housekeeping and home maintenance service .. ... 4,649 211.1 212.1 8.9 .5 *,8 *,7 .5
Appliances {includingradioand TV} ............ 1,417 123.5 123.6 J 4,1 .1 .1 2 0
Expenditure classes
AIOIMS. © 1 vt e ettt a e, 100, 000 171.1 171.9 5.6 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
FOOd ..t 24.675 182.1 182.4 2.4 .2 .2 .1 .3
HOUSING . .o ve et it 33,998 177.5 178,4 6.4 .5 *,5 *,6 *.5
Shelter b, ..o ottt e 21,370 179.5 180, 6 5.8 .6 *.5 *1 *.6
Rent ... ... . .o 4,497 145,0 145.6 5.5 .4 .4 .5 ¢.3
HOMEOWRErSHIP? . .o v ve e eeeeeeenss 16.484 192.2 193,4 5,8 .6 *.6 *.8 .6
Fuel and utilities®. . ........ ... . .ot 5.205 182,5 183,7 8.8 .7 1.3 .9 .9
Gasand electricity . . .......coiuiiann. 2.722 189.6 190.3 11.2 .4 1,6 1.4 .5
Household furnishings and operation. ... .... 7.422 168.9 169.1 6.5 .1 .3 .4 .1
Appareland upkeep...............ouuaen.. 9.217 146.5 148.1 4.1 1.1 .3 .6 .9
Transportation. .. .......oveureeievnnnnnnnn 13,053 167.6 168.5 9.7 .5 .9 .9 .8
PRrVATe .ottt 11,729 166,8 167.8 9.4 .6 1.0 .9 1.0
Public. .......... .o ! 1.324 174.4 174,6 12.6 .1 0 .6 -.1
Health and recreation. . .................... | 18,681 163.7 164.4 6.3 .4 *.4 *.6 *.4
Medical care. .. ..ot [ 6.413 185.5 186.8 9.3 .7 *,6 *1.0 *,7
Personalcare ..........couvuununninnn.. 2.505 160.5 161.6 6.7 .7 *,6 * .4 *,7
Reading and recreation ............. .... 5,148 151.2 151.4 4,6 .1 4 .2 .5
Other goods and services . ................ 4,616 153.6 153.8 3.8 .1 W1 0 .1
Special indexes:
Allitemslessshelter. . ....................... 78,630 169.0 169.7 5.5 .4 *.6 *,5 x4
All items less medicalcare ... ................. : 93,587 170.3 1711 5.4 .5 #,6 *.5 .5
All items less mortgage interest costs . .. ......... ; 95,610 169.0 169.8 5.7 .5 *,6 #e5 %45
CPI—~domestically produced farm foods*. ........ f 17,148 176.8 176.5 -.6 -.2 * .4 %45 *=-02
CPl—selected beefcuts®. .. ................... 2,056 168.1 164.1 -11,0 -2.4 #=,5 *43 *~2.4
Purchasing power of consumer dollar:
T967=8T.00. ... . i e e - $0.584 $0.582 -5.2 -.3 - - -
1957-59=81.00. ..............o i, - .503 . 500 - - - - -
; Also includes hotel and mote! rates not shown separately. beverages, bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup, and about half of the index

Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance and  weight for sugar.

repairs. )  Calculated from the CPI beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and
® Also includes residentiat telephone, fuel oil, coal, water, and sawerage services not  beef liver.

shown separately. * Not seasonally adjusted.
4 .Calculated from the CPI food at home component by excluding fish, nonaicoholic

NOTE: tndex applies to month as a whole, not to any specific date.
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Table 2. CPl—seasonally adjusted U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class
{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Seasonally adjusted indexes Season;‘lalr\::::t]l:;t:gg:ng:al rate

Group and class May Fune [ Tuly August 3 months ending in 6 months ending in

1976 1976 1976 1976 NovemberFFebruary May August |February] August

1975 ll 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976

Commodity and service groups
ALTTEMS ..ot - - - - 6.8 4,4 4.9 6.0 5.6 5.5
COmMMOTItIES « oo v s e e 164.3 164.9 165.6 166.4 5.4 1.2 4,0 5,2 3.3 4,6
FOO + v e 180.6 181,0 181,2 181,8 7.2 -2.6 2.7 2.7 2.2 2.7
Foodathome ................... 179.5 179.8 179.8 180,3 7.1 -5.6 2.0 1,8 .6 1.9
Cereals and bakery products ...... 179.9 182.2 182,5 183.0 -7.7 -4,3 .4 7.1 -6,1 3.7
Meats, poultry, and fish . ......... T184,1 184.0 181,1 178.5 | 14.0 -19,0 2.9 -11,6 -3.9 -4.6
Dairy products ................ 166,7 168.4 170.2 171.7 14,5 11.3 0 12,5 12,9 6.1
Fruits and vegetables . ... ........ 172.9 168.0 168.2 173.3 3.3 -.2 -3.0 .9 1,5 -1,0
Other foodsathome ............ 186.9 189.6 192.3 193,3 4,7 2.4 6.9 14,4 3.6 10,6
Food away fromhome. ............ 185,0 186,0 187.1 187.8 7.7 8.8 5.8 6,2 8.3 6.0
Commodities lessfood .. ............... 155,3 156,0 156.9 157,9 4,0 3.5 4.8 6.9 3.8 5,8
Nondurables less food ............... 156,6 157.4 158.4 159.6 3.7 2.3 2.3 7.9 3.0 5.1
Apparel commodities ............ 144, 6 145,0 145,8 147.4 .3 3.4 2.8 8.0 1,8 5.4
Men'sandboys’................ 146,3 146,0 146.9 148,2 4,6 6.3 1.9 5.3 5.4 3.6
Women'sandgirls’.............. 140.6 141,5 142,2 144,4 -4,5 1.4 2.6 11,3 -1,6 6.8
Footwear .................... 149,0 149.6 150,4 151,3 4,2 3.1 6.4 6.3 3,6 6.4
Other apparel commodities ....... 151,7 152.2 152.4 153,5 -.3 3.8 2.4 4,8 1,7 3,6
Nondurables less food and apparel ... 163.7 164.8 165.9 166.9 5.6 1,7 2.0 8.1 3.7 5.0
Gasoline and motoroil. . ......... 170.5 174,0 176. 6 179.2 7.2 -12,3 -7.0 22,0 -3.0 6.6
Tobacco products .............. 160.6 160.0 159.8 159,9 2.9 12,4 2,8 -1,7 7.5 o5
Alcoholic beverages ............ 146,9 147.1 147.9 147,5 1,7 2.8 7.4 1,6 2.3 4,5
Fueloilandcoal ............... 244,2 247.8 251.1 255,7 10,8 -8.6 2.7 20,2 o7 11,1
Other nondurables. . ............ 159,.4 159,8 160.4 161.1 6.2 8.0 5.2 4,3 7.1 4,8
Durable commodities ............. 153.6 154,1 155,0 155,7 4,1 5.8 8.2 5,6 5,0 6.9
Household durables .. ........... 145,7 145,8 146.2 146,0 5.5 5.7 2.8 .8 5.6 1,8
New automobiles ... ............ 134,8 134, 6 134.7 135,3 9.1 10.5 3.0 1.5 9.8 2,3
Used automobiles ............. 168.5 169.7 171.5 173.9 -2.9 11,1 43,0 13,4 3.9 27.3
Otherdurables!................ 160,4 161,2 162,.3 163,2 4,7 2.8 4,4 7.2 3.8 5.8
SEIVICES .\t 178.8 179.9 181.0 182,0 10,2 10,4 6.5 7.4 10,3 6.9
Rent ... ... .. 143,8 144,4 145,1 145, 6 5.9 5.5 5.2 5.1 5,7 5.1
Serviceslessrent .................. 185.1 186.3 187.5 188.5 10.6 11,3 6.8 7.6 10.9 7.2
Household services lessrent . ... ..... 196.9 198,.3 199.3 200.5 8.4 9.6 5.7 7.5 9.0 6.6
Transportation services ............ 172.5 173.2 174.7 175,5 29.4 18,2 8.8 7.1 23.6 8.0
Medical care services .............. 194, 8 195.8 197.9 199.0 6.5 13.9 9.6 8.9 10.2 9.2
Otherservices ...........c...0..n 159.7 160.5 161.4 162.3 5.9 6.9 5.4 6.7 6.4 6.1
Special indexes:
Allitemsiessfood ... vveevneeninnn., 166.0 167.0 167.9 168.9 8.3 4.8 6.5 7.2 6.5 6.8
Nondurable commodities’................ T168.2 169.0 169,7 170.4 4,7 2 2.4 5.3 2.4 3.9
Apparel commodities fess footwear . ........ 143,8 144,1 145,0 146,7 -.8 3.1 2.8 8.3 1.1 5,5
Services less medical care services® ......... 175.8 176.9 178,0 179.0 12,4 9.2 4,7 7.5 10,8 6.1
Insurance and finance ................... 195.9 196.5 198,0 198.9 12,2 14,0 6.4 6.3 13,1 6.3
Utilities and public transportation 169.8 171.6 172.6 173.8 19,6 3.7 8.4 9.8 11.3 9.1
Housekeeping and hame maintenance service!. 208,1 209.7 211,1 212,1 8.0 11,3 8.5 7.9 9.7 8.2
Appliances (including radio and TV)! ....... 123,4 123.5 123,7 123.7 5.1 4,7 5.4 1.0 4.9 3.1
Expenditure classes
AlLItemMs ...t e - - - - 6.8 4,4 4,9 6.0 5.6 5,5
Food .............us 180, 6 181,0 181,2 181.8 7.2 -2.6 2,7 2.7 2.2 2.7
Housing 175.6 176.5 177.5 178.4 8.9 6,0 4.2 6.5 7.4 5.4
Shelter?. . ... v 177.3 178.2 179.5 180, 6 8.2 4,4 3.0 7.7 6.3 5.3
Rent ........... ..., 143, 8 144,4 145,1 145,6 5.9 5.5 5.2 5.1 5.7 5.1
Homeownership® ................ 189, 6 190, 7 192,2 193,4 9,0 3.9 2.1 8.3 6.4 5,2
Fuel and utilities® .. ................ 179.3 181,7 183.4 185,0 12,3 2.3 7.5 13,3 7.2 10,4
Gas and electricity .. .............. 184.8 T187.7 190,.4 191.4 13.4 6,5 9.9 15,1 9.9 12.4
Household furnishings and operation. . . . 167.7 168.2 168.9 169.1 6.2 12.5 4,2 3.4 9.3 3.8
Apparel and upkeep................... 146, 5 146.9 147.8 149,1 .6 4.0 4.2 7.3 2,2 5.7
Transportation. . ........ooolveuun.n... 163.2 164,6 166.1 167.5 12,9 7.0 8.0 11.0 9.9 9.5
Private . ... ... ... vt 162,0 163.7 165,1 166, 8 9.8 7.4 8,0 12,4 8.6 10.2
Public ..... ... . . i 173.6 173.6 174,7 174.6 43, ¢ .9 9.0 2.3 20,1 5.6
Health and recreation® ................ 162,1 162.8 163.7 164,4 5.0 8.4 5P} 5.8 6.7 6.0
Medicalcare!. . .................... 182, 6 183.7 185,5 186, 8 5.7 13,3 8,8 9.5 9.5 9.1
Personalcare™...............ccovuunn 158.9 159,8 160,5 161,6 5.9 9.2 4.9 7.0 7.5 5.9
Reading and recreation .............. 150.1 150,7 151,0 151,7 5.3 5.3 3.5 4,3 5.3 3.9
Other goods and services ............. 153,2 153.4 153,4 153,5 3.0 7.2 4,6 .8 5.1 2.7
Special indexes:

All items less shelter! . .. ................. 167.1 168.1 169,0 169.7 6,6 3.7 5.4 6.4 5,2 5.9
All items less medical care® ............... 168.4 169,4 170.3 171,11 7.1 3.2 4.6 6.6 5,1 5.6
All items less motrgage interest costs® ....... 167.1 168,.1 169.0 169.8 6.6 4,0 5.4 6.6 5.3 6.0
CPl—domestically produced farm foods ® ... 175.2 175.9 176.8 176.5 .5 -2.0 -3.8 3.0 -.8 ~.5
CPl—selected beefcuts® ................ 168.5 167.6 168.1 164,11} -15.3 -15,7 -2.1 -10.0 -15.5 -6,2

' Not seasonally adjusted.

? Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately.

3
repairs.

Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance and

4 Also includes residential telephone, fuet oil, coal, water, and sewerage services not

shown separately.

s Calculated from the CP! food at home component by excluding fish, nonalcoholic
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beverages, bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup, and about half of the index

weight for sugar,

¢ Calculated from the CPI beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and

beef liver.
r=revised,

NOTE: Index applies to month as a whote, not any specific date.



Table 3. CPl—food items, U.S. city average

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Index Percent change to August 1976
from—-
{tem and group August 1976 August 1975 July 1976
Unadjusted S::?S;aegy Unadjusted Unadjusted s::?s;zuy
FOOG - v e e e e e 182.4 181.8 i 2.4 0.2 0.3
Food away from hOME. . ...t ve it eeee et 187.8 187. 8 7.1 .5 '14
RESLAUTANT MEAIS . . . o oo eves et e e e ieeaen e 186. 7 ) 7.2 -5 &)
SRACKS + - v e e et e ket e et e e 193,1 192. 9 6.6 -5 -4
FOOB At ROME ottt et aeeareree et rieen e aanns 181.0 180.3 L1 -1 -3
Cereals and bakery products ..........eeovniueeerannenennas 180.3 183.0 -1.3 -.3 -3
[T YL U 155.1 160. 1 -1l.4 .1 -3
CrPacker MEAl . ... v v veeeeneonenenneaeon e aneaenns 223.4 i 225.2 -5.1 -.2 .6
COMM FIAKES .« v vttt s vee s eian i 165.0 166. 7 -.8 0 .7
L2313 PSP I 198.5 207.2 -9.0 -.4 .7
Bread, White. . . .. ..o oo teeesneneeaiaenaaaaaaaaaaaaa 162.8 &) .6 ! ®)
Bread, wholewheat . . ... ... ..o e iinnnn 178.2 179. 8 2.4 -.1 -.3
COOKIES  « « + e eee e e ee e e e e e e e 187.9 B 1.6 -1.8 *
Layercake . ...oovuienvnniii e 183.1 185.3 -3,5 .9 -. 4
Cinnamon 101ls .. ... e 196. 6 200. 6 .7 .1 .9
Meats, poultry, and fish............ ..o 181.5 178.5 -4, 3 -1, 4 ~1.4
MBALS . . o v vt oot v et ne et e 180.1 176, 7 -5, 4 -1.5 ~1.9
Beefand veal .. .........oocitinr i 163.3 158, 7 -10.5 -2.2 I -3.6
STEBK, FOUND ..o e e eetseeeseee e enaaanaeaenens 159, 4 154.2 -13,4 -3.1 ' -7.0
Steak, SirFlOin ... e 164.3 156. 3 -13.0 2.7 -4,3
Steak, POrterhOUSE. ..« oottt ettt it 177.5 169.9 -10. 4 ~3.4 ~4.3
RUMPFOAST .o\ iin e eeniea e iasininnneannns 154, 0 149. 7 -14.3 -3,9 -7.0
RIDFOAST ..o e ettt i 186. 7 181.4 -11. 7 -1.5 -3.6
Chuck rOast . ..« v ettt i cane e 161.7 154. 6 -15,9 -4,2 -9.3
Hamburger. . .. .ovve it aaaaaas 162.1 158. 6 -5.6 -.5 -7
Beefliver ... ... it i 126. 8 127.3 -13.1 -.4 ~.9
Vealcutlets ... ..o iii i it s 187.7 185, 7 -3.2 -1.0 -6
e T 206, 0 201. 0 -3.9 1.3 -4.0
[ 3 To o -3 189.7 182.9 -5.9 -1.5 -1, 4
LOINTOAST .+ oo eesen et anieas e rananeean 205.5 197. 4 -4.9 -1.2 -2.6
SAUSAGR .o oo vt veiin e i 232.8 226.2 -2.5 ~.2 -4,9
HaM, WHOME . v st e vt caneen e aeeaanns 199.3 201.5 -6.2 -L3 -3.8
PIOIICS v vttt i e i it i i s 188.6 184.0 -5.4 4.1 -8,7
BACOM et e 222.7 216.4 ~5.6 .6 -5.1
Other Meats .. . ..v vt rae e iraronnenraranaruirenas 181, 0 179.0 3.7 -.5 -2.4
Lamb ChopS . ..o et e it i e 194, 1 191.0 8.3 -1.2 -.6
FrankfUrters . ......oovrerenmnnanennanniaanenas 167.5 163. 6 -5.4 -.8 -3.8
Ham, canned .........viviiinneinnennnennnenranns 204.2 208, 4 15,8 ~.1 -2.0
BOlOgNa $ausage .............c.eeiiieinnnanenaaann 178.7 176. 4 -.1 -1.2 -3,1
SalaMi SAUSAGE . .« v v v e et 171.0 169.1 3,4 .1 -1.5
LIVEIWUSIT © oo it e e eicennrn e enanaeaeenes 169.1 166.8 -.5 .2 ~2.0
POUIIY © ottt e et 158,2 153.0 -9.2 -2.3 -2.9
Fryingchicken. ..ot ai s 160, 4 153, 6 -11.4 -3.0 -3.2
Chickenbreasts ......... .o iiiiiiiiiiiienanaiaana, 164.3 158.3 ~4,0 -1, 6 ~2.3
ATurkey ........................................... 142.1 142.2 2.8 .7 -2.3
LT Y 229.3 &) 11, 8 .6 M
SHFMP, FrOZEN . . oottt et e e ie e et 223.3 %) 20.3 -1,0 D)
Fish, fresh or froZen. . ... ...vuueeen e einaanennenns 256.3 B 16.3 2.0 [B)
Tunafish,canned. .. ...t in i enannnn 188, 4 189.5 9.4 1.1 2.0
Sardines, canned .......... .. i 248, 4 250.4 3.2 .4 .4
Dairy ProduCTS. . .o v vt ie et e i e et e 169.0 171.7 9.5 .6 .9
Milk, fresh, grocery . ......oveuein e iiineneenonnnns 159,3 162. 6 6.5 .1 .7
Milk, fresh, skim. .. ... .. e e 174, 7 177.5 5.8 -.3 .2
MilK, @VAPOIATED. .« . v v vt eeeenaeesiaeeai et 204.6 S 12.5 o 0]
LT3 oL o o T 157. 6 159.5 5.1 .8 1.1
Cheese, AMEriCan ProCeSS ... .......cveeeererernsosonnn. 197.9 201.5 13. 0 .4 1.2
BULTEE &« o e ettt tteetee et e e 161.7 164.5 30.9 5.9 4.6
Fruitsandvegetables . ..............cccoviiiiiiinninnn, . 178.3 173.3 .2 .6 3.0
Fresh fruitsand vegetables. . . .. ..........ccoveveunnnnnn 176.6 166. 6 -1.9 .9 5.6
Freshfruits .. .ooovovitnut e ciaaans 177.1 163.5 -1.1 4,6 6.2
APPIES o .ot i e e 178. 6 153.0 -15.4 7.4 9.4
Bananas . v vt i i e i e i 153.1 150, 4 3.2 -7 3.3
OFANGES + vt vttt ie s e s ran i eanens 162. 8 154. 8 -7 5,4 .9
Orange juice, fresh .. ... ..o itiiie i enieeanens 156. 5 (] 5.9 .8 &)
Grapefruit ... ... . s 183.1 149.3 -11.5 5.7 -6.5
GrAPES « v v vt eee it e e e 246.2 248.9 25.4 9.4 33.1
Strawberries. . ..., ... iiii e 3 ) *) ) *)
Watermelon .. ... ... ... .ottt ian s 172.5 204, 6 8.6 -2.8 10, 7
Freshvegetables.....................ccooiiviinnnnns 176, 5 171.9 -2.5 -1.8 7.0
POTAIORS . « . .+ vttt iteene e e n e e nens 201.2 170. 1 -17.9 -9.4 -5.0
ONIOMS . o vttt i e i 171.8 158. 6 -38.5 1.5 3,9
ASPATAGUS. .« + . ettt e e e e ) ) () (2) 3
Cabbage . . ... i i e i e i 135.8 141. 0 -1.8 -.5 6.5
Carrots. ... e 165. 3 158, 3 1.5 -2,8 -2.5
L3 T 177. 6 175.1 9,0 -.9 8.2
Cucumbers. ..o 131.6 161. 7 10. 7 -10,4 9.7
[ 4 T 206. 8 &) 43,2 36,8 (D)
Peppers, green 140. 8 168.2 4.8 -.5 31.6
Spinach ........c.coviiiiiii i 202.2 199. 6 7.2 2.8 4,2
TOMAELOBS . . . vvvi it s 131.5 154. 5 -3.5 -25.4 1.7
See footnotes at end of table.
o

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Table 3. CPl—food items, U.S. city average—Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Index Percent change to August 1976
from—
Item and group August 1976 August 1975 July 1976
Unadjusted S::jsl?srlz:y Unadjusted Unadjusted s::;: sntzlt;y
Food—Continued
Food at home—Continued
Fruits and vegetables—Continued

Processed fruits and vegetables .. .......... .. ... . .. ... 180.7 185, 2 3.4 -1 .3
Fruit cocktail, canned ... ... ....oviiiiiiiiiiiiiies 177.9 178, 8 .3 .7 .4
Pears, Canned . . oot e 157.0 157.8 -3,7 .3 -.3
Pineapple-grapefruit drink, canned. . .......... ... ... .. 175.5 175.7 .3 .5 -.3
Orange juice concentrate, frozen . ...........oooeavene.. 155.9 y 1.8 -2.1 H
Lemonade concentrate, frozen ......... ... ... 177. 8 180, 3 -4, 2 .1 -.3
Beets, CaNNEA . . .\ v et veie e et e 183. 4 B) -2.3 .5 ()]
Peas, greencanned . .. .. ... i 159, 0 160, 1 -1, 7 1.5 1.7
TOMALOES, CANNED . . . .o .e o eveee e 176.9 (% -.3 -.3 M
DR BEANS « . . . oot v ettt e e e 266.9 (Y 3.4 -2.2 )
Broccoli, frOZeN . . ... v v vee et 158, 7 &) 3.7 .3 @)
Other food at hOME . . ..ottt it e e e e e e e 192.1 193,3 7.0 1.9 .5
Egg5 . .o e s - 175, 7 180, 8 16,3 7.1 -. 6
Fatsand Oils. . . ...ttt e et 169, 2 172.1 -10, 6 -.3 -l.2
Margarine. . ...t i e 181.5 186, 7 -13,1 -7 -1.1
Salad dressing, Itatian. .. ........ . .. i it i 151, 0 153.0 -2.1 -2 .1
Salad orcooking Ol . ... c il 175. 8 179.2 -14, 2 -2 -1.1

SUGAr aNd SWEBLS . . .ottt e 218.0 () 7.6 0 &
SUGAT .« v vttt e et e e e 207. 8 (y 18,9 1.0 B
Grape felly . . oot e 218.8 ) -6.7 -.4 (1)
Chocolate bar .. ...ttt it 230, 5 &) -4,3 -1 (1)
Syrup, chocolate flavored . .......... . ... il 213, 1 219.9 -.8 ~o1 .7
Nonalcoholic BeVErages - - . . ... «vveeeevneeenenuanaaunn. 223.2 D) 27.5 3.2 (H
(010 £ T TN 262.4 Q) 58,0 5.3 (D)
Coffee, instant . . .. ... vttt e e et 238.1 238.1 37.3 3.8 4.3

=T TP 150.1 149.8 -.3 .2 0
Carbonated drink, cola flavored........................ 193.9 &) -1.6 -.1 Q)
Carbonated drink, fruit flavored. . ... .......... ... 199.2 (H -6 .4 Q)]
Prepared and partially prepared foods ..................... 169. 6 [B) 4.8 .4 (M
Bean SOuUp, CANNEA . . .+ o\ v e vreeee e aree e aaanee e 209.5 B! 18.1 .1 Y
Chicken soup, canned .. .......c...iviiinnirnninaniin. 136.6 137.1 1.1 .4 .5
Spaghetti, canned .. ..... ... ... . 164, 1 163.9 .6 0 -2
Mashed potatoes, instant .. ......... ... .o, 158. 3 157, 8 1.5 .1 0
Potatoes, french fried, frozen ........ ... . ... .o ..., 181.4 180.1 8.9 1.0 .3
Y O 170. 8 B 5.8 .9 M
Sweet picklerelish . .......ooi it 176. 1 178. 8 2.9 T .6
PrEtZElS . ittt 159, 8 159. 5 -1.5 -.6 -7
1 Not available. 2 Priced only in season.
10
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Table 4. CPl1—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to

Indexes
Other August 1976 from—
Item and group index I
base July | August August July
1976 1976 1975 1976
HOUSING -+ e v e et e e e e e e e et e e e e e 177.5 1 178. 4 6.4 0.5
S TOr . .t i e 179.5 | 180.6 5.8 .6
Rent, residential. . . ...... ....... 145.0 145. 6 5.5 .4
Homeownership 2. .. ............ 192.2 193. 4 5.8 .6
Mortgage interestrates......... 140. 1 140. 3 -1 .1
PrOPEITY TAXES . o« o et et st 167.0 167.5 5.4 .3
Property insurance premium 145.5 147. 7 11,3 1.5
Maintenance and rePairS ... ... v.vvevnsenornnoeneceen s 200.6 201.5 6.9 .4
Maintenance and repair commodities >. 169, 4 169.7 4.8 .2
EXterior house paint . ... ....vcuvrnnrnnnrnnenecenens 161.4 163.6 6.2 i.4
INerior ROUSE PAINT . o o\ v e et e e iaean s 152.5 153.6 3.6 .7
Maintenance and repair SEMVICES . « . v v v v e r oo ncnannenens 214, 1 215.3 7.7 .6
Repainting living and dining
FOOMS. « o e vt ettt e et et 226.0 228.0 7.6 .9
Reshingling house roof . ......... ..., 234.5 235.9 7.3 .6
ResSidING NOUSE. .« v vttt iie e 201.9 202, 6 7.9 .3
Replacing sink .. ... ovuii i 210.4 211.7 7.9 .6
Repaifing furnace. . .. ... oivn e 208.3 209.3 7.4 .5
Fuel and Utilities ..o v v e ittt e e e 182.5 183.7 8.8 .7
Fueloilandeoal ... ..o iiiii i 248.1 249.3 5.8 .5
Fuel oil, NO. 2 . o i i 244.3 245.8 6.3 .6
Gasand leCtriCitY « o oo vt e 189.6 190. 3 11.2 .4
T 199, 7 200.7 15.7 .5
EIECTFICIEY + v v evee et vt ciee e imiaaaaan ey 180.2 180. 6 6.7 .2
Other utilities:
Residential telephone services .. ......o.vvuvn oo 129.3 130.9 3.8 1.2
Residential water and sewerage
SBIVICES. v v v v v re s s s 187.5 190.5 11.9 1.6
Household furnishings and operation ® . ...... ... covervniens 168.9 169.1 6.5 .1
Housefurnishings ... .o vvr e e ineiee e 150.9 150. 8 4,3 -1
TeXtiles £t et e 146.8 146.8 5.9 0
Sheets, full, flat . . ... ..o i 145.2 143.0 3.1 -1.5
Curtains, tailored .. .. ... vt s 143.9 144,9 8.9 .7
BedSpreads . . ..o v vt 149.9 146.5 3.8 -2.3
Drapery fabrics .........oi i 179.3 181, 8 8.0 1.4
Pillows, bed . . ... e e 123.3 125,5 8.5 1.8
Slipcovers and throws, ready-made ...................... 138.0 138.1 3.2 .1
Furnitureand bedding .. .. ... .o 152.9 152.0 2.8 -.6
Bedroom furniture, chest and
APESSOT .+ v v et e e e e Mar. 70 133, 6 133,5 4,4 -1
Sofas, upholstered ........ ..o i 142.9 141.8 2.0 -.8
Cocktailtables . .. ... it i et e Dec. 71 130. 8 130.0 5.4 -.6
Dining room chairFs, . ..ottt e Mar. 70 135.9 136.0 5.0 .1
Recliners, upholstered . ... ... ... oo Dec. 71 112.2 111.6 .8 -.5
Sofas, dual PUFPOSE « .o vt vev et ae e mi e 139.3 139, 7 2.3 .3
Bedding, mattress and box springs June 70 134.7 135.3 3.3 .4
Aluminum foldingchairs .. ...oovuiiin oo 178.2 169. 3 -3.6 -5.0
[0 - 155.2 154.7 3.9 -.3
Floor coverings . . 137.4 137.2 5.2 -1
Broadloom carpeting . ........ et \ 125.3 125, 0 4.8 -.2
Viny! sheet goods. . o vvveviiin it 165. 1 165. 6 7.5 .3
Vinyl Floortile .. .veive i s 165. 6 165. 4 4,4 -1
Appliances {excludingradioand TV}. .. ... 135, 6 136.0 5.8 .3
Washing machines, electric. . .......... .. oo 141, 7 141. 8 7.3 .1
VaCUUM CIEANETS . o o v v e v e eece e i iaoaanaeaeen 120. 7 121.6 3.7 .7
Refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers,
L] 1= 1A P 134.5 135.8 5.4 1.0
Ranges, free standing, gas or
BIECIIC . v v v vttt e e 139.3 139.2 6.7 -1
Clothes dryers, €lectric. ... ..ot inrn i 149.7 149.9 8.7 L1
Air conditioners, demountable. .. ......... ... o oL 1305. 1 1295. 8 45, 9 -2
Room heaters, electric, portable .. ..........ccoovinin. . (*) (%) )
Garbage disposal BRIt .. ...t 134.7 135.0 4.3 .2
QOther housefurnishings:
Dinnerware, finechina. ..o 192.4 193.0 8.9 .3
Flatware, stainlesssteel . .......... ..o iiiiinen 181.5 181. 4 4,4 -1
Table lamps, withshade. ............ .. oot 147.9 147. 6 1.0 -2
Lawn mowers, POWer, rotary type . ....evvvvunonnren s 166.1 163.9 7.0 -1.3
Electric drills, hand-held .......... ... .. ... i, 128.2 126.9 1.8 ~1.0
Housekeeping supplies:
Laundry soaps and detergents .. .......oeueeeerernneareaos 175.9 176. 7 8.4 .5
Paper NAPKINS. . . oottt s 218,3 221.2 7.1 1.3
T OOt HISSUB . v v v e i et 231.6 233.4 9.8 .8
Housekeeping services:
Domestic services, general
MOUSEWOTK © o o vttt e et et e 210.6 211.2 7.2 03
Baby sitter services 216.8 217.2 ‘12,5 .2
Postal charges. . ........... 225.6 225.6 28,1 0
Laundry, flatwork, finished service .. ..... ... 204, 3 205.9 9.2 .8
Licensed day care services, preschool
CHII ot 162.9 163.7 5.9 .5
Washing machine repairs ......... . cooee v 200, 2 201, 2 6,9 .5

See footnotes at end of table.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

11



Table 4. CPl—nonfood commadities and services, U.S. city average— Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Indexes Percent change to
Other August 1976 fromr—
item and group index
base July August August July
1976 1976 1975 1976
Apparet and Upkeep ®. .. ... .. 146.5 148, 1 4,1 1.1
Apparel commOdities. . . ..ot 144.4 146. 2 3.6 1.2
Apparel commodities less footwear . ... 143, 4 145,2 3.3 1.3
Men's and DOYS « v v v vein e ncn e e 145, 6 147,.5 4.5 1.3
Men's:
Topcoats and all-weathercoats .............coooiiens 149.1 151. 2 6.0 1.4
Suits, year round weight .. ..o vuvien i 136.7 137.4 -.4 .5
SPOFLJACKETS . . .o vt June 74 92.4 96,8 .2 4.8
Jackets, lightweight . ........... o i 137.1 138.3 2.7 .9
Slacks, heavyweight . . ... .. oo 119.1 120.9 2.1 1.5
Slacks, BGRWEIGNT . - .« .. v e veeeeeeeercennennnnnns 143. 6 145.6 2.6 1.4
TrOUSETS, WOTK . « oo v iiiin e e s sienerananeeses 162. 5 162. 6 7.7 .1
SRS, WOPK . o v et vt et eitaiian e e aaan s 160.9 161, 6 6.9 .4
Shirts, business Or dress .. ... oo 132.3 135.1 5.7 2.1
1% 1 o - 159.3 159.7 3.8 .3
GOCKS . vt vt e e 133.6 135.1 5.0 1.1
Handkerchiefs . ... oot irinn it cnianens 160, 3 162.3 6.3 1.2
Boys':
Coats, NEAVYWEIGNT . ... vevvseevne e aariiananrnens (*) (%) (%) *)
Sport coats, wool or wool blends . ..............i.. 5) %) (%) *)
DUNGATEES . ..\ et vvv e e innnrereneaaienaaneneessns 191.6 193.3 11.0 .9
Undershorts : 158. 6 156.5 4,3 -1.3
Women’sand girls’ ... ... i i s 140, 2 142, 2 2.5 1.4
Women's:
Coats, heavyWeigQht ... .vveeearrinaranromennannns ) 154. 6 4.0 %)
Carcoats, heavyWeight ... ... ....oueorereneneneneae.ns (%) 163. 6 10.0 (%)
SWEALETS . . v oo e v e ee et e et e e e (%) 138, 1 (") %)
SKirts, Winter weight . ... .c..uveunencnerernaninenans 5) 5 (%) (%)
Skirts, summer weight 138.1 143.9 -2.0 4,2
BlOUSES. « v vt v ev et s nian i 137.6 143.0 3.2 3.9
Dresses, street, year round weight 145.6 148.7 4.1 2.1
L1 - 124. 6 124, 3 5.9 -.2
PANtIES . v v ettt e 151.5 151.8 8.0 .2
GIrdleS . v vt i e e e 133.1 134.1 3.9 .8
BrasSiBres . . ... ccuvneanerinennoencnoanonecanans 151.7 152.0 5.2 .2
Hose or panty hose, nylon . ........ooievviiiiinn 93.1 93.2 .3 .1
Anklets or knee-length socks . . .......coviiviine et 134.9 133.8 3.4 -.8
Gloves, fabric. .. ...t e 129, 4 128.6 .5 -.6
Handbags . . .o vvvvn et iniaaan e 170.0 167.9 -7 -1.2
Girls':
RAINCOATS . .+ + o v v e e v ee e aeee et enaenns 5 s (% %)
Skirts, fall and winter. ... ..ot 151. 6 162.6 8.7 7.3
DITESSBS . e e e e e v e et e 129.1 139.8 7.3 8.3
Slacks, falland winter. . . ... it nas 168. 7 171.9 4.1 1.9
SlPS. o i i e e 133, 6 137.7 7.6 3.1
Handbags . . .. .o vt 137.2 141.5 -.3 3.1
Other apparel commodities . ... ..o vvveieriniinnnn. 152, 7 153.7 2.7 .7
DIAPEIS Lo ieer ettt e 189.8 191.3 4.9 .8
Yard QOOTS. . o oo v et 159.1 160.2 .4 .7
Wrist watches, men’s and women’s ..........ccoeveniniians 139.7 141. 4 3.1 1.2
FOOTWEAN .+ - ettt e iee e nnaa e scnnsnasansanannnssnss 149. 6 151, 0 4.9 .9
Men's:
SHOES, STTEBL. . .\ ee st ettt v e 156.9 157. 8 7.1 .6
Shoes, work, high. .. ... it i i s 171.8 172.5 8.7 .4
Women's:
Shoes, STFeET, PUMP . . v i v inciein e rnanneansans 139.3 144.5 5.3 3.7
Shoes, eVeNiNg, PUMP . ..o v it irernrennsronsneeeeesns 134.5 134,7 2,4 .1
Shoes, CaSUAL . ..ot 150.3 152.1 4.2 1.2
Houseslippers, sCuff . .. ... i i 147.2 148. 4 5.5 .8
Children’s:
Shoes, 0XFOrd. ...\t teaan 153.1 155.2 7.4 1.4
Sneakers, boys’, oxford type ... ... . oo i 149.5 148.1 -.9 -.9
Dressshoes, girls’ ... ... v it i 159,90 158.5 3.4 -.
Apparel services:
Drycleaning ... .viete i e e e 160, 7 161.5 6.7 .5
Automatic laundry service .. ... ... i 143.2 143.2 5.9 0
Laundry, men's shirts. .. .....oooviiiin e 165.0 167.7 9.1 1.6
Tailoringcharges ... .......cviviiuerueenn i 163.1 163, 4 6.7 .2
ShOB IePaIrS . . o\ttt it i i e s 149. 4 149.9 5.6 .3
TranspOration . .. ..ottt e e e 167.6 168.5 9.7 .5
PrIVATE B L L e 166. 8 167.8 9.4 .6
Automobiles, New . ... ... ... . i 134.4 134, 4 6.0 4]
Automobifes, used . ... ... ... e 177.5 179. 6 15.1 1.2
Gasoline, regular, premium, andunleaded . .............cc. .. 180.6 181.8 1.6 .7
Motor oil 159. 8 160. 2 2.4 .3
L1 L= G PN 130.5 132.3 5.3 1.4
Auto repairs (mechanical} and maintenance ® .................. 189.9 191, 2 7.4 .7
Auto insurance premiums , . 189.4 190, 7 31.2 .7
Auto registrationfees ........ ... ... . i 132, 8 132.8 1.5
Parking fees, private and municipal ... ........... .o i 183.2 185, 0 6.6 1.0

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average—Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100}

Indexes Percent change to
Other August 1976 from—
Item and group index
base July August August July
1976 1976 1975 1976
Transportation—Continued
PUDIIC ottt e it e e e, 174, 4 174. 6 12.6 0.1
LoCal transit fares. . .. vverovverrrarenrrcrar e 173.4 173.5 16.6 .1
Taxicab fares ... ...oooiii s 176.8 177.7 5.7 .5
Railroad fares, COACN . . ..o vrnveranernennvreaeaceroneannns 168. 8 168.8 10.8 0
Airplane fares, chieflycoach .......... ... oo 173.4 173. 4 7.2 0
BUS Tares, INEEFCITY . . o v\ v e v v ine s sennseiareeraenneraans 192.6 192.6 0 0
Health and recreation. . ... .. .vveereereerrnoraneesaanenensssss 163.7 164, 4 6.3 .4
Medical Care 1@ ... it e 185.5 186.8 9.3 .7
Drugs and prescriptions ..o oovvv e v e r it 126. 4 126.9 6.0 .4

Over-the-CoOUNter itBMS ... ... vv v vrrrreanannnnnnnnsees 139,2 139.9 6.5 .5
Multiple vitamin CONCENTrates ... .....ovoevvanernnesnss 105, 6 106, 6 3.6 .9
ASPIrin COMPOUNGS <.\ttt viirrreannrreranaesesanses 138.6 139.5 4.6 .6
LiqUId tONIES . oo vttt e 121.1 121.2 3.9 .1
Adhesive bandages, packages . ... ... . . oe e 184.3 185, 1 10,1 4
Cold tabletsorcapsules . .. ....covivrnner s 131.3 131.5 5.2 .2
CoUGh SYIUP. . co ittt aaes 145, 8 147.2 9.0 1.0

Prescriptions .. ....ccuenvrunrarnnnuasesieiioanan, 115.7 116.0 5.5 .3
Anti-infectives . .. ..ot e e 73.2 73.1 2.2 -.1
Sedative and hypnotics, . .. oo vviiirrrer e 164.3 165.0 6.7 .4
ALAFACTICS. « v v e v v e vt v ae v e s 113.9 114.6 8,5 .6
ANtiSPasmMOdiCs . ... vttt 136.5 137.4 8.2 .7
Cough Preparations . ........ooeeevoanrreraisresannnes 183.7 184.6 11.3 .5
Cardiovasculars and antihypertensives .. ................. 121,8 121. 4 2.7 -3
Analgesics, internal ....... ... ... ieiiiii i 121.2 121, 1 .8 -1
HOPITIONES |+ . v v v ev v e nannanmnseararnneseonanss 111.0 111.1 6.6 .1

Professional services:

Physicians’ fBes. . .. ... vuriiiiianaaiaii iy 189. 4 190.6 11.5 .6
General physician, office visits. . ...t 194.5 196.2 12.0 .9
General physician, house visits. . .......o.ov i 190.9 191,5 11,7 .3
Obstetrical Cases. . . v v v et e rrernierassarensonsnes 193,8 194,9 15,2 .6
Pediatric care, office visits . ........ovvviiriii s 194,7 195.3 12,3 .3
Psychiatrist, office visits. . ........ o ool 163.5 164.2 6.5 .4
Herniorrhapy, adult . .. ..ooi e 170.3 171.9 12,1 .9
Tonsillectomy and adenoidectomy . ..........c.ovvniins 180. 2 180,2 7.8 0

DENtiStS FBES v v vt v inen e e e 172.0 173.5 6.1 .9
Fillings, adult, amalgam, onesurface .................... 177. 2 178, 7 6.0 .8
Extractions, @dult .. ....viiiini ity 171. 1 173.0 6.8 1.1
Dentures, fUll UPPer. . ..o vevet v i annaaaes 162. 4 163.3 5.4 .6

Other professional services:

Examination, prescription, and dispensing
of eyeglasses. . ... ..ttt 159.5 159, 8 5.9 .2
Routine laboratory tests ..........ccoiivvieeriaiacains 162.0 163.4 6.4 .9
Hospital servicecharges . ...........coiiiiave i Jan. 72 149, 7 151.0 12,4 .9

SeMIPrIVatE FOOMS . . .ot vvvuennenraarranrossesessan 270.8 273.8 13,6 1.1

Operating rooM Charges . .. ......ooveveananncneeenansnns 277.4 280.5 15,4 1.1

X-ray, diagnostic series, upper Gl. ...l 175.9 178.5 13.1 1.5

LabOratory teStS. . . .« v v ven e ; Jan. 72 140, 6 140.7 9.1 .1

Anti-infectives .. ... ..ot e e Jan, 72 125, 1 123.5 10.9 -1.3

TranQuilizers . ......ovvivr i Jan. 72 128.9 129.8 7.2 .7

Electrocardiogram . . ... oveueeernn e errnnrinereninsnanos Jan. 72 137. 4 137.8 8.9 .3

Intravenous SOIUTION ..o\ttt Jan. 72 144, 6 146, 0 13.7 1.0

Physical therapy. .. ..o viiiiniiininn i ciinesanseins Jan, 72 148, 0 151.9 9.5 2.6

Oxygen, inhalation therapy .. ......covievevnvannrecenas Jan. 72 129.8 131.2 7.3 1.1

PErSONAl GBI .« v v ev s et tieetcrurar ety 160, 5 161.6 6.7 .7
Toilet goods. .. ..ot e 158. 6 159. 3 5.6 .4

Toothpaste, standard dentifrice . . .............. ... . ...t 136. 6 137.0 4.6 .3

Toiletsoap, hard-milled . ... .....coiieeiiennii s 192, 7 192.2 -1.9 -3

Hand 1otions . ......r ittt it s 162, 7 164.9 6.7 1.4

ShaViNG CrBAIML L . .o v vt e st i et aevnanneenannsees 135,6 137, 4 9.9 1.3

FaCE POWOEE « vt vvereie et vintiiaeneaansnervacnnnns 168, 7 170.8 12. 4 1.2

DEOdOFANTS . o« ovever e e s et ey 120.0 121.0 2.5 .8

CleansinG tiSSUES . o .. v ovreeeenernsnseeriiaraiiniinanns 217. 4 215, 4 6.6 -.9

Home permanent wave Kits ... oo 129, 4 129.9 7.9 .4

Parsonal GAra SBIVICES . .o v v e e e e ta e e 162. 4 164.0 8.0 1.0

MIEN S FAIFCUTS Lottt eie et s 163.3 164.4 6.6 .7

Beauty SHOP SEIVICES . ....cvvreirenarnrernerinnsaaennss 161.9 163.9 9.0 1.2
WOMEN' S hairCULs. . o oo vt et e iiet e 186. 0 191, 0 15.9 2.7
Shampoo and wave sets, plain . ......ovueriniiiaiinin 162.9 163.8 7.1 .6
Permanent waves, Cold. ... vvvr it 135.5 136.5 5.0 7

Readingandrecreation 'L ... .. o oo i 151.2 151, 4 4,6 .1
Recreational GOOdS. . ... .ot iirvieru it 127. 6 127.8 3.1 .2

TV sets, portable and consOle . .......ovvuueriinnerananen 102.7 102.6 .9 -1

TV replacementtubes ... 166. 7 166. 7 5.4 0

Radios, portable and table models ........ ... ... oo 0n 105, 7 105.3 1.1 -. 4

Tape recorders, portable ..........c..coeiiiiiianeenenns 96. 1 96.2 1.1 .1

Phonograph records, stereophonic . ... ....vvveirvreniiene 122.8 123.6 .7 .7

Movie cameras, 8Mm . ........ovviiniiienii e 95.8 95.4 1.2 -.4

Filn, 35mM, €OlOF . « o v ittt iiin v i 126.9 126.9 6.8 0

Golfballs . ..ottt e et 103. 8 103,5 -.9 -.3

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average— Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100}

Other Indexes A Pe’“:“;;:znge .
Item and group index ugus from—
base July August August July
1976 1976 1975 1976
Health and recreation—Continued
Reading and recreation— Continued
Recreational goods—Continued
Basketballs, rubber orvinylcover . ........... oo, 148. 1 148.3 2.3 0,1
Fishing rods, fresh-water spincasting ................... ... 123.8 123.9 1.8 .1
Bowlingballs . .. ........ . i i 130. 1 131.0 3.2 .7
Bicycles, boys ... i e e s 145. 6 146, 4 1.4 .5
TrHCYClES Lot e e 151.0 151.5 8.1 .3
Dog food, cannedorboxed .. ...... .. ... i 169, 7 169.9 .8 .1
Recreational SBrVICES .. .. v v it in i i e 156.0 156.5 4.9 .3
Indoor movie admissions . . ... .ovvv it 179. 4 179. 6 4.1 .1
Adult...... 173.1 173.6 3.6 .3
Children’s 197.1 196.7 5,4 ~.2
Drive-in movie admissions . .. ........o v ieiriirrinan. 180.4 182.7 5.2 1.3
Bowling fees, evening. .........coiii i e 145, 3 145.5 6.0 .1
Golfgreen fees. ... ..ot i e i i e 167.2 167.4 8.9 .1
TV TOPAIT . o ettt et ettt e 106.3 106. 6 1.2 .3
Filmdeveloping............. vt iieianns 124.1 124, 0 2.2 -.1
Reading and education:
Newspapers, streetsale and delivery. . ..................... 182.3 182.5 4.0 .1
Magazines, single copy and subscription. ................... 188.0 188, 0 10.3 0
Piano lessons, beginner .............. e 145.2 145, 7 4.4 .3
Other goods and Services . ........vuvivinrinniennrennnnnnss 153, 6 153.8 3.8 .1
TobacCo products .. ..o vvier i i e 160, 4 160.5 4,0 L1
Cigarettes, nonfilter tip, regularsize. . ..................... 162.5 162.7 4.0 .1
Cigarettes, filter tip, kingsize. .............ocviiiinvnn 163.2 163.2 3.9 0
Cigars, domestic, regularsize .. .......coovvviinnninnnon. 129.9 130.1 4.4 .2
AlcOhOliC bevVerages . .. ..o ur it ie i 147.5 147. 6 3.4 .1
Beer, athome ... ...ttt ittt i 144, 6 144, 2 2.6 -.3
Whiskey, spirit blended and straight bourbon ............... 116, 2 116, 2 1.2 0
Wine, dessertandtable. . ........... .. oo 157.7 157.9 1.9 .1
Beer,away fromhome. ... ... ..ottt 166.3 167.1 5.6 .5
Financial and miscellaneous personal expenses:
Funeral services, adult .. ... ... .. i iiinriainans 149.9 150, 4 4.2 .3
Bank service charges, checkingaccount .................... 127.2 128.9 6.4 1.3
Legal services, shortformwitl ....... ... ... ... ... . .uts 201.2 201.0 6.5 -1
1 Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. 7 Not available.
2 Also includes home purchase costs not shown separately, ® Also includes storage batteries and drivers’ ficense fees not shown separately.
3 Also includes pine shelving, furnace filter, packaged dry cement mix, and shrubbery 9 Includes prices for water pump replacement, motor tune-up, automatic trans-
not shown separately. mission repair, front-end alignment, and chassis lubrication; does not include prices for
4 Also includes window shades, nails, carpet sweepers, air deodorizers, steel wool auto body repairs. In the CP1 this component represents consumers’ direct, out-of-
scouring pads, envefopes, reupholstering, and moving expenses. pocket expenses for automobile repairs and maintenance.
5 Priced only in season. 1e  Also includes health insurance not shown separately.
6 Also includes men’s sport shirts, women’s and girls’ lightweight coats, women’s  '‘ Also includes outboard motors, nondurable toys, college tuition fees, paperback
slacks, bathing suits, girls’ shorts, earrings, and zippers not shown separately. books, and college textbooks, not shown separately.
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Table 5. CPi—selected areas, all items index

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)

Pricing indexes
Area ! 2 Percent change from:
schedule® | 1967100 | 1057.50=100|  Other
ases
August May July
August 1976 1975 1976 1976
US. City average .. .........ccoieveivnnnerininoneesnnansan M 171.9 200.0 5.6 1.6 0.5
Chicago .............................................. M 166.7 189.4 4.8 1.8 .6
Detroit ...ttt ittt et e M 169.7 195,0 5,2 1.4 .3
Los Angeles—LongBeach ...........cc.cciiiiiiiiiil, M 169.7 199, 6 6.9 2.0 .5
N.Y.—Northeastern N o i e e e i M 177.6 211.3 6.0 1.5 .5
Philadelphia . . . ... ... i i i e e e M 173.1 202.1 4.5 1.2 .2
July April
July 1976 1975 1976
BOSION . &\ttt e 1 175.3 210,0 7.5 1.6
L TSIV (o T 1 177.4 202,9 6.9 1.9
Minneapolis—St. Paul. . ...ttt i it it e 1 171.6 198.9 6.0 1.7
Pittsburgh. . .. ..o i, 1 168.5 193, 8 4,2 1.1
August Ma
August 1976 1975 1976
Buffalo. .. ..o it i it e 2 172.0 3189,1 5.2 1.7
Cleveland .. .. v o it i et e it e 2 170.6 192.6 5.0 2.2
Dgllas ................................................ 2 169.0 ’182.7 5,2 1.7
Mllwaykee ............................................ 2 169,1 190.9 6.2 1.9
SaN DiegO. v it e i e e 2 172.1 4180.9 5.9 1.7
Seatt_le ............................................... 2 165.7 194,7 5.3 1.9
Washington ....... ... i i it 2 173.0 201.6 5.9 1.
June March
June 1976 1975 1976
Y 4o - P 3 168.5 193.8 4.7 1.1
B?lltiAmoreA ............................................. 3 173.7 201.7 5.5 1.9
Cincinnati ............ e e et 3 169.9 192.8 5.8 1.7
Honolulu‘.............,.- .............................. 3 162.3 5174.9 5.2 .7
Kansas 'Cntv ........................................... 3 165.9 196,9 5.5 1.5
£ S X T T 3 165.2 193.0 5.4 1.5
San Francisco—Qakland ......... ... ... i 3 166.9 198, 6 5.2 .8
' Area coverage inciudes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- 2 — February, May, August, and November.
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago which have more 3 — March, June, September, and December.
extensive Standard Consolidated Areas. Area definitions were established for the 1960 > November 1963=100.
Census and exclude revisions made since 1960. * February 1965=100.
? Foods, fuels, and several other items priced every month in all cities; most other S December 1963=100.
goods and services priced as indicated:
M — Every month, NOTE: Price changes within areas are found ir the Consumer Price Index: differences
1 — January, April, July, and October. in living costs among areas are found in family budgets.

Table 6. CPl—areas * priced monthly, by expenditure class, percent change from July 1976 to August 1976

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

U.S. New York—
Expenditure class city Chicago |  Detroit ‘f;nA"“e'“' Northeastern | Philadelphia
g Beach

average New Jersey
Al emMS. . . oo it e e et e e 0.5 0.6 0.2 0.5 0.5 0.2
oo T .2 .3 -.4 0 -.1 .1
HOUSING « « o o vt vee v ttees e et e aee o e et .5 .6 .8 .6 2 .1
Apparel and UPKEEP . .« . ottt 1.1 1.8 1.1 2,0 3.5 .9
TranspoOrtation . .. ..o vouurereriner e vntt e, .5 .9 .3 .8 .4 .4
Health and recreation. ... .. ...ouuurerranneernnenenonnnsen .4 .2 o2 o2 .6 .1
Medicalcare. ...........oiviiininiinn i e .7 o5 .3 .9 7 .1

PErSONA! CAIE, . + . v vt v eenearenneeernens P .7 *) *) ®) ¢) )
Reading and recreation ............c0.00.s .1 0 -3 -.4 .3 -.1
Other goods and SBIVICES . ... ..cvvvvvrrnrererererireanns .1 -.1 el 1] “el .1
! See footnote 1, table 5. 2 Not available.
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Table 7. CPl—selected areas, by expenditure class

{Cc price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)
u.s. { Los Angeles— New York-—
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit ' f s“ "g: csh Northeastern Philadelphia
average L ong bea New Jersey
Indexes, August 1976
Al ITBMS .. i i it e e 171.9 166.7 169, 7 W 169.7 177. 6 173.1
22+ To Y« [ 182.4 182, 4 176.2 174.9 186. 6 186.8
FOOd @t NMOME ... v ie e ne it inns e 181.0 181.7 173.5 173.9 186.9 184, 0
Cereals and bakery products .. ......coviruiiranaaniis 180.3 180, 7 184.5 178.4 183.3 181, 7
Meats, poultry, and fish . .. ....covii it iiiiiiiiinaen 181.5 183.3 174.0 i 176.3 180.9 185,9
DIy PIOGUETS . L .o v v cracnen et 169.0 163.2 163,0 ! 157.2 172.0 170, 3
Fruits and vegetables . .. ... .vvett i it iiiiaien 178.3 187.7 160.0 166. 4 195.4 179.9
Otherfoodathome . ... ..ot nearacns 192.1 190. 5 184.5 185.5 204,2 197.4
Foad away fromhome. ... ... v iiiicanets s 187.8 185.2 188. 6 177. 6 186.0 198.9
HOUSING « -+ v e e e e e e e e et e et e et e e anee e 178. 4 163.5 173. 8 i 177.8 182.8 179. 3
£ 3110 £ 180. 6 163.9 177, 6 184, 7 181.9 188.7
Rent, residential. .. .. .....ieet it 145.6 2 142, 2 (&) 163.5 (%
HOMEOWNership. . ... vinttrin it iiiiiananaaanees 193. 4 175. 4 184, 5 197.2 195.1 197. 2
Fueland utilities .. .... ... i i iiviiinarannness 183.7 166. 3 185.1 161.5 205.3 175. 3
Fueloilandcoal. . ..o vttt iaaae 249.3 240, 2 247, 4 - 257.4 238.5
Gas and electricity ... ... . SR 190. 3 174.7 201.0 186. 6 228.4 181.7
Household furnishings and operation. .. ...........ocivannn 169.1 160. 6 154. 6 161.7 171, 8 164.5
Apparel and UpKeep. . ..o v it et e 148.1 139, 0 141, 7 140, 2 147.0 138.9
Men'sand DoYS ... .vvveerueerainerane i 147.5 130.0 153, 1 136.6 139.8 144, 6
Women'sand girls’ .. ... oo e i 142.2 136.8 126.7 133.5 143.5 121, 1
FOOtWear . ... vouviviiiiieniiinanoannnns PP 151.0 142.5 144.3 145.6 148.5 151. 8
TranspOrtation . . ... .vereer it e 168.5 170.5 162, 1 172.5 186.4 168, 2
1Y 3 (- e 167.8 171.0 161, 4 174.1 175.6 170.9
PUDIC. .ottt e i e et 174.6 167.5 169, 4 142,7 227.6 152. 6
Health and recreation ............c.ovenuvernnnnnirnnnasres 164, 4 165.3 174.7 161.5 171.5 169. 3
Medicalcare.........cooviiiiniiinionenrevnaann 186. 8 191.3 212.9 190, 0 202, 4 204, 2
PErSONGl CAIE « v e v v e eeee et aeeeneeee it eniaeers 161.6 Q) z 2 168.6 (%)
Readingand recreation ..........c...ioiinienannan 151, 4 151. 6 151, 0 140. 6 155.9 151. 8
Other goods and Services ..............ovreiiieeninnnens 153.8 157.0 157, 0 152, 6 159.3 156. 7
Percent changes, May 1976 to August 1976
Allitems. ... iei i aresrar e 1. 6 1.8 1.4 2.0 1.5 1,2
Food ......ovviiiiiiniieia i 1.3 2.2 .4 1.5 1.2 .7
FoodathOme . ....vivrrvnivivuronsnronceisssnarrsns . 1.2 2.4 .1 1,2 1.5 .5
Cereals and bakery products. . . .........cccovnunnnan v -.3 -6 .6 .3 -1.7 -2.4
Meats, poultry, and fish.......... e ,2 1.2 -1.6 -1.5 .7 .5
Dairy products. ..o .. cuii it i e . 1.0 3.0 -1.0 1.0 .8 1,2
Fruitsand vegetables . ................ PN e 1.1 6.1 .9 4,7 2.1 -2.6
Otherfoodathome .. ........ovivvieniivrannnnnaas 4,3 3.8 2.7 3.6 4,7 4.5
Food away fromhome ...............ciiiiiieiainanns 1.6 1.5 1.6 2.2 .4 1.6
HOUSING o v o vv e vt et cannancinenenvaens e 1.6 1.6 2.1 1.5 .9 .7
Shelter 1.9 1.7 1.9 1.9 1,1 .5
Rent, residential’ . . ... vversvtene e 1.3 {?) 5.9 (%) 5.7 (%)
Homeownership . .......c..oniiinriiiniieininoinnn. : 2.0 2.1 2.0 .0 .8 .4
Fuelandutilities ..........coiuivii e, | 1.9 2.0 3.7 -.4 2.1 2.1
Fueloitandcoal. .............. FS P | 1.3 1.9 1.7 - 1.4 1.6
Gas and electricity . .. .. e R 2.3 2.9 4,1 -. 6 3.6 3.4
Household furnishings and operation . .................. ces .7 .9 1.3 1.3 -2 -1
Apparel and UPKEEP . ..o v i i e i e e e s .9 1.5 .7 .9 2.8 -1
Men'sandboys! . ... c.cvvieieennn F .1 -2.7 1.8 3.5 -1.8 -1.4
Women'sand girls" . . ... vovtiiiiini i 1.1 4.6 .6 -7 6.8 -1
Footwear...... PPN PN R .9 .6 -1, 2 .7 .6 .8
TranSPOrtALION . oo et ee st e erneinie e ra et e 3.1 3.1 2.5 5.2 2.0 2,6
Private ., ... covivr i e 3.3 3.6 2.6 4,8 2.6 3.0
L2 < g Y . L3 | .8 i.0 18,5 i .4
Health and recreation . ..............coeeeeioneeraeneeons .4 1.0 L3 1.3 2.1 2.1
Medical care, . ..ovvevnnnvrnrirens Ceeeeaieee P 2.3 2,4 3.2 2,4 2.7 4,0
Personalcare ........... e e e 1.7 (2) (?) (%) 3.8 ()
Reading and recreation. .. ......c.corinni i osrerrcreanaan .7 -.1 -7 .6 1.8 4
Other goods and services ........ .. ... e .6 .4 -2 -.1 .8 .9
See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 7. CPl—selected areas, by expenditure class —Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)

San

Expenditure class Buffalo Cleveland Daltas Milwaukee Diego Seattle Washington
Indexes, August 1976

Al eMS Lo i it et e s 172.0 170.6 169.0 169.1 172.1 165, 7 173, 0
FoOd .. i e i 180.3 186.4 178.2 182. 4 180.9 176. 8 189.9
Foodathome, . ...uvvvrnnrin i iiinr e renneinanaas 179.2 186.5 174. 3 181.1 172.7 176. 0 185.9
Cereals and bakery products ..........ccovivvennirann, 187.8 188. 4 170.5 180.9 172. 4 177.0 182.8
Meats, poultry, and fish........ et s 180.8 185.4 175.1 183.2 179.3 185.6 179.2
Dairy products. . .. ..o vttt ii it e 168.3 171. 6 160.8 175. 4 160. 2 165.5 159.5
Fruitsand vegetables . .. ...........coociveiiaen e, . 170.5 174.2 169, 8 179.9 162.8 155.5 193,56
Other foodathome...........cooveens [P N 186.3 206.6 185.5 183.7 179.0 186.7 209.4
Food away from home. . .......ivvvrin i irnecensvnnne . 186.8 186.5 192, 6 187.3 201.4 179.3 200, 3
Housing . .............. e PN 181,1 167. 4 171.5 167.0 186, 0 175, 1 174. 4
Shelter . ........o0vvnenn s aaa e e 170.1 165, 8 175.0 163. 4 204.7 182.5 175.7
Rent, residential. . ... ettt 150. 1 131.5 130.1 144. 8 159. 5 142, 3 150.1
Homeownership..........coiiiiiiiiiiiinarannnns 173.8 171.8 195.1 169, 2 223.4 194, 3 190.5
Fuel and utilities ........cocovvviiniinens Che e 233.9 183.8 168.9 187.0 153, 7 167.2 173, 1
Fueloilandcoal ...........oiiviiiiiiiiiiinneen. 248.6 - - 257.9 - 235,7 254.7

Gas and electricity . ...... e 245.5 188.7 190, 4 198.4 171. 6 132.6 180.9
Household furnishings and operation.......... 172.8 162.6 164.9 163.0 153.7 162.5 171.6
Apparel andupkeep. . ......c.cho ittt PPN 161.2 148.8 145.8 163.2 145.3 147, 3 150.1
Men'sandboys’.......... 201.0 149, 3 148.9 160, 7 150.1 143, 0 150.6
Women’sand girls’ . ........ et ereea e 144.1 147. 2 132.8 167.9 138.1 141.2 139.5
FOOtWear . .. vovvvviirninraornnsrnvsnsonen 149.5 143.,3 148.0 162.2 139.8 150, 7 154.8
Transportation............ N 164.1 163. 8 173.4 167.2 166. 6 149.6 165.7
Private ..... F N i 164, 2 171. 6 173.9 164. 9 168. 4 154, 6 165.9
Public .......... e e e s . 160. 3 113.3 166, 4 194,11 135,11 121.0 165.6
Health and recreation ........... erenes e AR e 158.2 175.3 164.2 161. 6 157.8 156.0 169.2
Medical care,......... i e eeeieans 170, 1 202.1 179.2 185.4 181.0 175, 54 199. 4
Personalcare .........ccoeveieenns PR 165. 6 177.5 165.9 163.3 152.9 162.1 156.3
Reading and recreation ............c0vvven. 148, 1 155.3 155.5 153, 1 144, 4 147.6 146, 7
Other goods and services . .........c.cvvuvenn Chrresaeeas . 151.9 165. 1 148,9 148. 8 147.7 144, 2 172.3

Percent changes, May 1976 to August 1976

Allitems . ......iiiiiiiiiannans Sveserasenaees e 1.7 2.2 1,7 1.9 1.7 1.9 1.8
Food .......... e aieeaissaasr e P 1.7 .5 1.3 1.9 .9 1.7 3.0
Foodathome ........cooovvvinniivanronns Cheiaea s 1.8 .4 1.2 1.5 .7 .8 2.4
Cereals and bakery products ....... 1.7 -1.5 -2.2 -.8 -2.5 -6 -.3
Meats, poultry, and fish . ................. e 2.0 .6 .1 1.4 -7 -1.2 2.4
Dairy products. . ... et 1.8 -2.0 1.1 2.4 .9 .7 -.4
Fruits and vegetables ., .......... e es e PN -1 -4,8 -3 -2 2.8 -.9 1.8
Other foodathome............. 3,0 6.3 5.5 3.8 3.6 5.6 5.7
Food away fromhome .......... e e . 1.0 1.4 1.4 3.7 1.3 4,7 4,5
Housing ....... e e e e . 2.6 3.7 1.7 1.6 1.8 3.0 1.5
Shelter....... e e e e 2.3 3.2 2.2 1.7 2,2 4,5 1.5
Rent, residential ............... Cer e 1.4 1.5 1.5 1.0 1.3 2.0 1.8
Homeownership......... e RN 2.5 3.5 2.4 1.9 2.4 5,1 1.3
Fuel and utilities .......... e e 4.5 10,3 1.0 2.2 .1 1.8 3.0
Fuel oil and coal ....... e, e erereeens 1.2 - - 1.1 - 2.3 3.5
Gas and electricity . . ..........co0uns 4.3 5.5 1,7 3.3 0 0 1.7
Household furnishings and operation. . .............c00v0.. 13 .9 1.0 .7 .9 0 .5
Apparel and UPKeeP . . . v v v it ii i RN -1.0 1.4 .3 .4 .6 -7 -3
Men'sandboys’ . .....covviiiiniiiiananen e .9 .2 ~1.0 .1 1.1 -3 -7
Women'sandgirls’......cooviiniiieriniiiieeennne, -5, 7 3.3 0 .4 -1, 0 -3.2 -. 4
Footwear............ e 4.5 0 .9 .7 .4 2.5 .5
Transportation ............ N 2.6 3,5 2.9 4.8 3.3 3.5 2.3
Private . ..o ovviiie i .. 2,8 3.7 3.1 5,2 3.4 3.5 2.5
Public, ........coviveinann PP .8 1.1 .3 .6 1.3 3.1 1.8
Health and recreation. . ................. e 1.1 1.3 1.9 1.3 1,4 .8 1.5
Medicalcare.............. N 2.1 1.4 3.9 2.4 3,0 1.2 2.4
Personalcare ...........cooviuinnnns e RN 1.8 4.0 .7 -1 1.1 .9 .5
Reading and recreation . ..........c0o0ivviirnannann -4 1.0 .8 2.0 .6 .6 .3
Other goods and services .............oo0vvuia, .9 .1 .6 .2 .2 .5 2,7

! See footnote 1, table 5.
2 Not available.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

3 ‘Change from June 1876,

17



Table 8. CPl—food groups, selected areas

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Food at home
Cereals Other Food
| Total Meats, 3 Fruits awa
Area food Total and pouttry, Dairy and foods fmnl'
bakery and fish products vegetables at home
products heme
Indexes, August 1976

US. cityaverage ...........coiviiiannnnn 182.4 181.0 180.3 181.5 169.0 178.3 192.1 187.8
Atlanta .. .. viiii i i s 186.2 186.1 188.1 183.8 182.0 187.3 190.0 186.3
Baltimore ............... PN 186.7 185,4 175,1 187.4 170.2 186.0 198.7 191.,2
Boston .......... TN 185.1 183.3 184.5 182.7 166.1 186.0 195,4 191.4
Buffalo, ..oovie i i e 180.3 179.2 187.8 180,8 168.3 170.5 186.3 186.8
Chicago .......coviiiiiiiiiiiiii i 182.4 181.7 180.7 183.3 163.2 187.7 190.5 185.2
Cinginnati .....ouviininierienennnann 187.3 190,0 191.3 191.3 172.4 186.8 204,1 177.2
Cleveland ... .o iviiiinniirnnnranrinens 186.4 186,5 188.4 185.4 171.6 174.2 206.6 186.5
Dallas .......covcevviinnn e . 178.2 174.3 170.5 175.1 160.8 169.8 185.5 192.6
Detroit ............ e e 176.2 173.5 184,5 174.0 163.0 160.0 184,5 188.6
Honolulu .............covivens NP 181.8 177.7 173.8 181.9 182.6 171.4 176.7 193.4
HOUStON .. vt iiieiniinansnenss 189.6 184.2 177.2 189.2 180.7 180.1 186.6 208.5
KansasCity .. ..ooviinnn et inennnenane 180.8 179.5 177.5 179.8 173.5 170.4 190.9 185.1
Los Angeles—LongBeach ................. 174.9 173.9 178.4 176.3 157.2 166.4 185.5 177.6
Milwaukee .........coieniiiiiiiiiiaan. 182.4 181,1 180.9 183.2 175.4 179.9 183.7 187.3
Minneapolis—St. Paul ............. v o 189.0 184.8 191.3 184.9 185.9 175.3 187.7 207.2
N.Y.~Northeastern NJ ................... 186.6 186.9 183.3 180.9 172.0 195, 4 204,2 186.0
Philadelphia .............c.coiiiiiiinn, 186.8 184.0 181.7 185.9 170.3 179.9 197.4 198.9
Pittsburgh .........0 it iineeiennanns 182.7 180.1 181.5 184.5 158,2 177.5 191,1 198,1
St LoUisS .....iiiiii i 182.9 . 182.8 192.3 180.0 171.4 184.4 188.7 183.4
SanDiego ......uviiiiin il e 180.9 172.7 172.4 179.3 160.2 162,.8 179.0 201.4
San Francisco—Qakland .................. . 174.7 176.8 177.1 181.2 161.1 166.9 189.6 167.3
Seattle ........ .. il e 176.8 176.0 177.0 185.6 165.5 155,5 186.7 179.3
Washington ..........ociininiiiiiininen 189.9 185.9 182.8 179.2 159,5 193.5 209.4 200.3

Percent changes, July 1976 to August 1976
US.cityaverage .........ovivivneneinnaas 0.2 0.1 -0.3 -1.4 0.6 0.6 1.9 0.5
Atlanta ...... e e, .2 .3 .5 -1.3 .6 1.8 1.1 -.1
Baltimore .......... ... . iiiiiiiies .4 .4 -7 -.8 .3 .8 2.8 .4
BOStON ...ttt e .1 .1 .8 -1.7 1.1 1.2 .8 .1
Buffalo .......... PN .1 .1 -.5 -1.1 1.6 .5 .7 .4
[0 1 T N .3 .3 -.8 -1.4 1,3 3.2 1.0 .4
CinCINNati v vve ittt i i i .6 .6 .9 -1.2 5 2.6 1.5 .5
Cleveland ......cooiiviiinininnrnsinsnas -1.0 -1.3 -1.3 -1.2 -2.8 -8.2 4,2 1.1
Dallas ...vvvii ittt 2 .1 -.4 -1,7 -.3 .6 2.3 .6
Detroit .....ovvvuenrinnn. e -.4 ~.6 .3 -2.3 -.4 -.5 1.4 .6
Honolulu «.......ou.... Ceveaas e -.1 ~.2 -.4 -1.3 W2 .6 1.1 .1
Houston............c.c... e .1 -.3 -.7 2.2 .4 1,2 1.5 1.0
KansasCity ........... e e .3 .1 0 -1.2 -.9 1.0 1.8 .9
Los Angeles—~LongBeach .................. 0 -.2 0 -1.5 .5 .6 .8 .4
MilWauKEE . . . .v vt et nraen e, .6 -1 -1.5 -.3 1.1 -1.8 1.3 3.7
Minneapolis—St. Paul ... ... P .7 .7 .8 -.6 1.2 .7 1.6 .7
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J .................00 -.1 -.2 -1.3 -1.3 .1 0 2.3 0
Philadelphia ,..........c.cvviiiiniiians, .1 .l -1.8 -1.0 .9 -.9 3.5 .3
Pittsburgh ....... e e, .7 .7 B | -1.1 .4 .2 5.0 .6
SLLOUIS oot vie e .7 .8 ~s5 -.9 .2 3.4 2.6 .2
SaN DIEgO ... it .8 .6 1.4 -1.0 .3 2.3 1.4 21,3
San Francisco—Oakland ................... 0 -.1 .2 -1.7 .9 -.3 2.2 .1
Seattle ,......... e R e .7 .3 -.6 ~.9 “.5 .2 3.1 2.3
Washington ......... s .. 1.3 1.3 -2.5 1.6 “.4 2.8 2.4 1.3

! See footnote 1, table 5. ? Change from May 1976.
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Table 9. CPI—gasoline indexes, U.S. city average and selected areas

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, January 1876=100)

Leaded regular gasoline Unleaded regular gasoline Premium gasoline
|Percent change Percent change; Percent change
Area’ Index to August 1976 Index tto August 1976 Index to August 1976
from— from— from—
July August July July August July July August July
1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976

U.S.city average ............... 102, 5 103. 1 0.6 103. 0 103.8 0.8 102.3 103. 1 0.8
Atlanta .............0eiiie.s 103.3 104, 0 .7 105, 7 1064 1 .4 104, 1 104, 6 .5
Baltimore...............oovnnn 102, 0 102. 6 .6 102. 4 103, 0 .6 101.8 102, 4 .6
BOSION . .. vveeireiteeeanns 101. 6 102, 0 .4 103, 4 104. 4 1.0 101.8 101.8 0

Buffalo.............oovvvnennn 102, 5 103.1 .6 102, 0 102, 5 .5 101. 4 102, 2 .8
Chicago .......ooveveenennnnns 102, 7 103.4 .7 103, 1 104. 0 .9 102, 7 103.5 .8
cincinnati .............00...... 102.9 103, 1 .2 103. 9 103.9 0 102.8 102, 6 -2
Cleveland . ...............ou... 101.2 101.7 .5 103. 0 103.2 .2 101, 7 101.9 .2
Dallas........cocoovvvenennn.n. 103, 7 104.2 .5 104, 1 104. 7 .6 103.9 104, 5 .6
Detroit. . .....vvvivinnaanns 101.9 102.5 .6 103, 4 103, 7 .3 101. 4 102, 4 1.0
Homolulu ................. ..., 101, 3 102, 0 o7 100. 8 101l.5 .7 100. 4 101. 1 o7
Houston..................o.e. 104, 4 104, 9 .5 104, 5 105.5 1.0 103. 6 104. 3 .7
KansasCity ............cvnunn. 105, 3 104. 6 -7 105, 9 105.4 -5 105, 2 104, 6 b
Los Angeles—Long Beach......... 103, 1 103. 5 .4 103.1 104, 1 1.0 102, 6 103.2 .6
Milwaukee .................... 104, 7 104.9 .2 105, 8 106, 2 .4 103. 0 103. 9 .9
Minneapolis—St. Paul............ 103, 8 103, 5 -.3 105. 1 105, 1 0 103. 1 103, 4 .3
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J . ......... 100. 6 101.7 1.1 102, 5 103. 8 1.3 101.3 102. 1 .8
Philadelphia................... 101.7 1017 0 102, 8 103.2 o4 101.9 102, 5 .6
Pmsburph .................... 103. 6 103, 7 .1 103.9 104.8 9 103.7 104,2 .5
St. Lo_u:s ..................... 104.8 104. 6 ~e2 104. 5 104. 6 o1 104.0 103.9 -1
SanDiego ..............oiills 102, 0 102, 4 .4 102, 7 103, 4 .7 102, 2 102.7 1.5
San Francisco—Oakland. ......... 101. 5 102, 7 .2 101. 4 102. 5 L.1 100. 6 101.8 1.2
Seattle ..............coeennnnn 102, 7 103, 7 1.0 102. 1 103.3 L2 102. 4 103.2 .8
Washington ................... 101. 8 102.3 5 103.8 104,8 1.0 102.5 103.3 .8

! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro-  extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those established
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.

Table 10. CPl—gasoline average prices, U.S. city average and selected areas

{C. price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)
L eaded regular gasoline Unleaded regular gasoline Premium gasoline
Area ! Average price per gallon
June July August June July August June July August
1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976 1976

US.cityaverage ............... $ 0. 592 $0. 599 $0, 603 $0.616 $0.623 $0.628 $0. 637 $0. 644 $0, 649
Atlanta. . .........coovin., » 591 596 . 600 631 635 . 638 . 646 652 . 656
Baltimore.............oouunnnn . 607 . 610 . 613 629 . 628 . 632 655 . 656 660
Boston..........coiiiiiinn » 587 + 595 » 597 .613 . 622 . 628 . 630 . 640 . 640
Buffalo.............. .o « 597 . 609 . 612 . 617 . 629 . 632 635 «650 . 655
Chicago ........ovvvvinnananns 607 . 616 . 620 . 643 651 657 . 652 +659 . 665
Cincinnati .............. 000uun +579 « 592 . 593 » 603 . 615 «615 . 627 . 640 +639
Cleveland . .................... . 587 « 592 . 595 606 . 612 .614 . 631 « 639 » 640
Dallas...........ciiiiinnae, . 553 + 558 « 560 579 . 578 . 582 597 «601 » 605
Detroit.......cccvvinnnnnnnnnn » 586 . 591 I« 594 . 620 . 625 . 626 . 635 .641 . 647
Honolulu ..........oovvvinnt . 684 .694 I <699 692 «701 . 706 «720 «730 »735
Houston............cooviunnn + 545 + 550 i 553 . 565 570 576 « 591 « 597 + 601
Kansas City .........oovvnnunnn «571 » 583 ' 4579 « 589 . 603 . 600 . 616 « 630 626
Los Angeles—Long Beach. ........ . 596 . 602 i +604 . 624 . 630 .636 637 . 643 . 647
Milwaukee .............. ... ... . 564 + 570 . #571 591 » 598 . 601 . 604 o611 .616
Minneapolis—St. Paul . . .......... . 589 . 597 | 595 . 615 . 621 . 621 . 650 653 «655
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J . ......... 594 » 601 I +608 . 625 . 630 . 638 9651 « 657 . 662
Philadelphia . . ................. . 589 «593 | +593 . 625 « 629 . 631 . 648 653 657
Pittsburgh. . ......... ... ooiat. + 595 . 602 . 602 . 624 . 625 630 644 .648 651
St.houis ...oooviiiniiiana, . 586 . 594 . 593 . 601 + 609 . 609 . 630 «639 . 638
San Diego. . . 607 .615 . 617 636 . 645 . 650 » 656 .b64 . 667
San Francisco—Oakland. ......... . 609 . 623 . 630 . 631 . 641 . 648 . 652 . 663 . 671
Seattle .......oviiiiiiiinn . 581 . 589 + 595 . 595 . 606 «613 .623 .633 . 638
Washington ........... ... . 602 . 612 .615 . 640 . 651 . 657 2661 . 672 « 677

! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those established
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960,
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Brief Explanation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average
changes in prices of goods and services usually bought
by urban wage earners and clerical workers. It is based
on prices of about 400 items which were selected to rep-
resent the movement of prices of all goods and services
purchased by wage earners and clerical workers. Prices
for these items are obtained in urban portions of 39
major statistical areas and 17 smaller cities, which were
chosen to represent all urban places in the United States.
They are collected from about 18,000 establishments—
grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling stations,
and other types of stores and service establishments.

Prices of food, fuels, and a few other items are
obtained every month in all 56 locations. Prices of most
other commodities and services are collected every month
in the five largest areas and every 3 months in other
areas. Prices of most goods and services are obtained by

personal visits of the Bureau’s trained representatives.
Mail questionnaires are used to obtain local transit fares,
public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices, and
certain other items.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various
items in each location are averaged together with weights
which represent their importance in the spending of all
wage earners and clerical workers. Local data are then
combined to obtain a U.S. city average. Separate indexes
are also published for 23 areas.

The index measures price changes from a designated
reference date—1967—which equals 100.0. An increase
of 22 percent, for example, is shown as 122.0. This
change can also be expressed in dollars as follows: The
price of a base period “market basket” of goods and
services bought by urban wage earners and clerical workers
has risen from $10 in 1967 to $12.20.

A Note About Calculating Index Changes

Movements of the indexes from one month to another
are usually expressed as percent changes rather than
changes in index points because index point changes are
affected by the level of the index in relation to its base
period while percent changes are not. The example in the
accompanying box illustrates the ‘computation of index
point and percent changes.

Seasonally adjusted percent changes in the US. All
Items Index are based on seasonal adjustment factors
and seasonally adjusted indexes carried to two decimal
places. This procedure helps to eliminate rounding error
in the percent changes.

Percent changes for 3-month and 6-month periods
are expressed as annual rates and are computed accord-
ing to the standard formula tor compound growth rates.

These data indicate what the percent change would be.

if the current rate were maintained for a 12-month

period. BLS does not publish annual rates based on
data for 1 month.

Index Point Change

CPI 123.8
Less previous index 123.2
Equals index point change: 0.6

Percent Change

Index point difference, 0.6
Divided by the previous index, 123.2
Equals, 0.005
Results muitiplied by one hundred 0.005x100
Equals percent change: 0.5

A Note on Seasonally Adjusted and Unadjusted Data

Because. price data are used for different purposes by
different groups, the Bureau of Labor Statistics publishes
seasonally adjusted as well as unadjusted changes each
month.

For analyzing general price trends in the economy,
seasonally adjusted changes are usually preferred, since
they eliminate the effect of changes that normally occur
at the same time and in about the same magnitude every
year—such as price movements resulting from changing

climatic conditions, production cycles, model change-
overs, holidays, and sales.

The unadjusted data are of primary interest to con-
sumers concerned about the prices they actually pay.
Unadjusted data are also used extensively for escalation
purposes. Many collective bargaining contract agreements
and pension plans, for example, tie compensation changes
to the Consumer Price Index unadjusted for seasonal
variation.
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Reliability of Percent Changes in the CPI

A system of “replicated” samples introduced into the
index structure in the 1964 revision permits an estimate of
sampling error for the CPI. ' The table below shows
standard errors for monthly, quarterly, and annual percent

Average standard errors of percent changes in the
CPI1 based on 1975 data

Standard error

Component Monthly Quarterly Annual

change change change

Allitems ............. .04 .06 13

Foodathome ......... .10 A7 38

Food away from home .. 1 .22 .36

Housing .............. .08 12 .26

Apparel and upkeep. . . .. .16 22 28

Transportation......... .07 B .13

Medical care........... .13 17 .36

Personal care .......... 14 .22 .46

Reading and recreation . . 11 .16 .37
Other goods and

services ............. .08 1 .22
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changes in the CPI for all items and for nine commodity
groupings based on 1974 averages. The figures may be
interpreted as follows: The changes are about 95 out of
100 that the percent change in the CPI as computed differs
from the corresponding “complete coverage” change by
less than twice the standard error.

Because the CPI is rounded to one decimal place, some
ambiguity may arise in interpreting small index changes.
As the table indicates, for example, a month-to-month
change of 0.1 percent in the all-items CPI is significant.
Because of rounding, however, a change of this size in the
published index might result from a much smaller change in
the unrounded value. Hence, any particular change of 0.1
percent may or may not be significant. On the other hand,
a published change of 0.2 percent for a 1-month period
is almost always significant.

This replaces the table of average errors based on 1974
data which was included in the CPI report through
December 1975.

The method of deriving these estimates is described in a
paper by Marvin Wilkerson, ‘‘Measurement of Sampling Error
in the Consumer Price Index,” Journal of the American Statistical
Association, September 1967.
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