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Price Movements

May 1977

The Consumer Price Index rose 0.6 percent in May
before seasonal adjustment to 180.6 percent of its 1967
base. The May CPI was 6.7 percent higher than in May
1976.

Seasonally adjusted changes

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI also rose 0.6
percent in May. This was the same as in March, but less than
the 0.8 percent rise in April. In May food prices rose 0.7
percent, compared with 1.5 percent in April and 0.6 per-
centin March. The increases of 0.4 percent for commodities
other than food and 0.7 percent for services were about the
same as in April and March. Excluding food and energy
items, the CPI also rose 0.6 percent in May, about the same
as in each of the preceding 3 months.

The index for food purchased in grocery stores rose
0.7 percent after seasonal adjustment in May, compared
with 1.6 percent in April. The slower rise in May was
primarily due to a sharp 13.5-percent decline in fresh
vegetable prices. Prices also declined for fresh fruits, eggs,
and beef. Prices increased, however, for many other types
of food. Poultry prices turned up. Prices for dairy products
and fats and oils increased more than in recent months.
Prices for pork, sugar and sweets, processed fruits and
vegetables, and particularly coffee continued to rise. The
index for food away from home—restaurant meals and
snacks—increased 1.0 percent in May, continuing the rapid
rise evident since the start of this year.

The index for commodities other than food rose 0.4
petcent in May for the third consecutive month. Prices

rose for most nonfood commodities except used cars and
tires. The new car index, which declined slightly in April,
rose 0.9 percent in May, reflecting increases in manu-
facturers’ list prices. Clothing prices increased in May after
averaging unchanged in the 2 preceding months. The gas-
oline and motor oil index rose 0.8 percent, more than in
April or March. The index for fuel oil and coal also rose
0.8 percent, about the same as in April and much less than
increases earlier this year. The index for used cars declined
1.3 percent after seasonal adjustment in May, following a
small rise in April and sharp increases earlier this year. Tire
prices moved down for the fourth consecutive month.

The services index rose 0.7 percent after seasonal adjust-
ment in May, compared with increases of 0.8 percent in
April and March. The indexes for medical care services and
transportation services each rose 0.9 percent in May, about
the same as in April and March. The uptrend in hospital
service charges continued, and local transit fares rose in
May. The rent index rose 0.4 percent and the index for
household services other than rent increased 0.6 percent—
both less than in April or March. In the latter category,
mortgage interest rates increased 0.5 percent, less than in
April or March; housekeeping and home repair services
rose 0.6 percent, about the same as in recent months; and
the index for gas and electricity increased 0.9 percent,
following a rise of 0.7 percent in April and 1.4 percent in
March.

Monthly changes in detail (not seasonally adjusted)

The index for food purchased in grocery stores increased
0.3 percent before seasonal adjustment in May, compared
with a rise of 1.3 percent in April. In May, fresh vegetable
prices declined 10.3 percent, and fresh fruit prices averaged

The completion of the comprehensive program to re-
vise the Consumer Price Index will be delayed beyond
the previously announced date of April 1977, Although
much of the work required for the revision has been
completed, serious problems have been encountered,
principally in the design and operation of the new com-
puter system required to process and calculate the in-
dexes and in data validation. The Bureau now estimates
that the additional time required will delay completion

Consumer Price Index Revision

of the revision program and publication of a revised
Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and
Clerical Workers as well as a new Consumer Price Index
for ANl Urban Consumers until the fall of 1977.

Until these revised indexes are officially introduced,
the Bureau will, of course continue to publish the present
CPI. In accordance with previously announced plans, the
Bureau also will continue the present CPI for a 6-month
period after the introduction of the revised indexes.
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Table A. Percent changes in CPl and component, selected period

Changes in all items
Changes from preceding month
Compound
annual rate From
Month All items Food c"':‘”"‘f:";;'“ Services 3 ::::ths 12 :‘;"ﬂ"
ago
Unad- ’Seasonally Unad- [Seasonally] Unad- TSoasonallv Unad- l&asonally Seasonally Unad-
justed | adjusted ; justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted adjusted justed
1976:
May.............. 0.6 0.7 0.4 08 0.8 0.6 04 0.6 5.4 6.2
June ..... ... 5 4 5 2 6 4 6 6 6.1 5.9
July.......aaat 6 .5 7 1 4 4 7 7 6.3 5.4
August ........... 5 5 2 2 6 6 6 6 5.5 5.6
September......... 4 3 -4 1 6 3 .8 5 5.3 5.5
October .......... 4 3 0 2 4 4 5 4 4.8 5.3.
November......... 3 3 -3 -3 4 4 5 4 4.0 5.0
December......... 3 4 3 1 2 6 4 4 42 48
1977:

January........... 6 .8 9 9 1] 7 9 9 6.1 5.2
February.......... 1.0 1.0 2.3 2.0 6 7 6 6 - 941 6.0
March............ .6 6 5 6 6 4 7 8 100 6.4
April...oovneinnnn 8 8 1.2 15 6 4 7 8 9.9 6.8
May.............. 6 6 4 7 7 4 5 7 8.4 6.7

unchanged. Prices were lower in May for most fresh vege-
tables except potatoes. Egg prices declined for the third
consecutive month. Prices for cereal and bakery products
and poultry decreased but not as much as they usually do
in May. Pork prices, which usually decline in May, increased
0.2 percent. Beef prices rose a somewhat less than seasonal
1.0 percent. Prices rose for all types of dairy products;
margarine and salad and cooking oil prices rose more than
4.0 percent; prices for sugar and sweets continued to rise;
and’ prices for ground coffee rose 10.3 percent and for
instant coffee 7.0 percent. The index for food away from
home rose 0.9 percent.

The index for commodities other than food increased
0.7 percent before seasonal adjustment in May. Used car
prices increased 1.9 percent, less than the usual seasonal
rise for May. Gasoline prices (regular, premium, and un-
leaded combined) rose 1.2 percent, for a total rise so far
this year of 4.4 percent. The index for apparel commodities
increased 0.7 percent, largely reflecting higher prices for
items made of cotton. The new car index rose 0.6 percent
in May. The May CPI also reflected a 5.2-percent rise in
magazine prices (collected semiannually). Prices for houses,
home repair and maintenance commodities, drugs and
prescriptions, and toilet goods continued to increase. Instead
of moving down seasonally, fuel oil prices rose 0.3 percent.
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Increases of 0.3 percent for furniture and 0.1 percent for
floor coverings, however, were much smaller than in April,
and tire prices continued to decline.

The services index rose 0.5 percent in May before sea-
sonal adjustment, compared with an average monthly in-
crease of 0.7 percent in the first 4 months of this year.
The index for transportation services rose 0.4 percent in
May, considerably less than in April and March, primarily
because auto insurance rates increased only 0.1 percent in
May following sharp advances in the preceding 3 months.
The index for household services other than rent increased
0.5 percent; charges for electricity declined in May; mort-
gage interest rates were unchanged; and property taxes
rose 0.1 percent, much less than in the first 4 months of this
year. Among other household services, charges for water and
sewerage increased 1.0 percent, housekeeping and home
maintenance services 0.6 percent, and natural gas 1.2
percent. The index for medical care services rose 0.7 percent
in May; physicians’ fees increased 0.6 percent; and hospital
service charges 0.9 percent. Almost two-thirds of the May
rise in hospital charges was due to increases in prices for
semiprivate rooms and tranquilizers. Among other services,
charges for beauty shop services and automatic laundry
services both rose 1.0 percent and shoe repair charges
increased 0.8 percent.
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Chart 1. All items index and rates of change, 1967-77
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Chart 2. Commodities less food index and rates of change, 1967-77
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Chart 3. Total food index and rates of change, 1967-77
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Chart 4. Services index and rates of change, 1967-77
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Table 1. CPI—U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

. Unadjusted .
_ Relative Unadjusted indexes percent change to Seasonally adjusted
importance percent change from—
Group or class May 1977 from—
December April May May April February to March to April to
1976 1977 1977 1976 1977 March April May
Commodity and service groups
AlLITEMS ... e 100, 000 179. 6 180. 6 6.7 0.6 0.6 0.8 0.6
All items {1957-69=100} . .................... - 208.8 210.0 - - - - -
CommOdities . ... oo v i s 62,468 173.3 174.3 6.2 .6 .5 .8 .5
FOOM & oeeoeei e 23,667 190.9 191.7 6.5 .4 .6 1.5 .7
Foodathome ..........cc.vvvvunn.n. 18,456 189, 3 189, 8 6.2 .3 .5 1.6 .7
Cereals and bakery products .......... 2.537 182. 6 182.5 .9 -.1 .5 1.1 .3
Meats, poultry, andfish. .. ........... 5,700 174. 6 175.9 -2.9 .7 .2 .9 .8
Dairyproducts. ............oivenn.. 2.841 171. 4 173.1 3.4 1.0 .5 .4 1.7
Fruitsand vegetables . . . ............. 3.019 203.0 195, 1 10. 6 -3.9 .3 1.7 -4,4
Other foodsathome ................ 4,360 219,1 224, 6 22.0 2.5 1.4 3.2 3.9
Food away fromhome ................ 5.210 197.5 199, 3 7.8 .9 .7 1.1 1.0
Commodities lessfood. .. .................. 38.801 163. 6 164. 7 5.9 .7 .4 .4 .4
Nondurables less food . .................. 22.795 164.7 165, 7 5.5 .6 .3 .3 .5
Apparel commodities ................. 7.811 149.8 150.9 4,0 .7 -.1 .1 .4
Men'sandboys . ................... 2.467 153,11 154.3 4.8 .8 .5 -.3 .5
Women'’s and girls’ . . 3,378 143. 6 144, 7 2,9 .8 -.6 .3 .2
Footwear .........covviuniininnnn 1. 383 156. 2 157.0 4.9 .5 .3 .1 .5
Other apparel commodities ........... . 582 158.7 160. 1 5.4 .9 -1 .5 .8
Nondurables less food and apparel ....... 14,984 173.5 174.5 6.3 .6 .5 .4 .6
Gasolineand motoroil............... 3.426 185.4 187.5 8.6 1.1 .4 .6 .8
Tobacco products «................. 1.873 166, 1 166.2 3.8 .1 .1 .3 .1
Alcoholic beverages . ... ............. 2,217 149.8 150. 3 2.5 .3 .3 .3 .5
Fueloilandcoal. ................... 1. 060 282.0 282.6 14. 8 .2 2.2 .9 .8
Other nondurables . ................. 6,408 167. 6 168. 6 5.8 .6 .4 .2 .6
Durable commodities. ................. 16, 006 162.2 163.4 6.4 .7 .6 .5 .2
Household durables . ................ 4, 444 150. 7 151, 2 3.7 .3 .5 .3 .2
New automobiles . . ................. 1.909 140. 6 141.4 5.1 .6 .4 -1 .9
Used automobiles. . ................. 2,323 187.8 191. 4 14.1 1.9 1.5 .4 -1.3
Otherdurabies..................... 7.329 169, 1 170.1 6.0 .6 *.5 *,7 * 6
SerVICES ...t e 37.532 191.3 192.3 7.8 .5 .8 .8 .7
Rent ... .. i 4,525 151. 6 152.2 5.8 .4 .5 .7 .4
Serviceslessrent .............cceeeninn. 33,007 198. 4 199.5 8.0 .6 .8 .8 .7
Household services lessrent . . ........... 16,208 209.7 210, 8 7.5 .5 1.0 .9 .6
Transportation Services. . . .............. 5.295 186.9 187.7 8.9 .4 .8 1.0 .9
Medical care services .................. 5.958 213.1 214.6 10.3 .7 .8 .9 .9
Other services. . .... «...covieinne... 5,547 168.9 169. 6 6.2 .4 .5 .4 .5
Special indexes:
Altitemslessfood ...........coooiinieii. .. 76. 333 176.3 177.3 6.8 .6 *. 6 *,7 *,6
Nondurable commodities. . ................... 46. 462 177. 4 178.3 6.0 .5 *.5 *9 * 5
Apparel commodities less footwear ............. 6,428 148, 6 149.7 3.8 W7 0 0 .4
Services less medical care services. . . ............ 31,575 187.7 188.7 7.3 .5 *, 6 *, 6 *.5
Insurance and finance ....................... 9.864 207.9 208, 8 7.6 .4 1.0 1.5 1.0
Utilities and public transportation . ............. 5,675 184.5 185.5 9.1 .5 1.0 .4 .9
Housekeeping and home maintenance service .. ... 4,830 221.3 222.7 7.0 .6 *,8 *, 4 *, 6
Appliances {includingradioand TV} . ........... 1.395 125.2 125, 6 2.1 .3 .1 .3 .3
Expenditure classes
AlLIEMS. Lottt s 100, 000 179. 6 180, 6 6. .6 .6 .8 .6
FOOD & e ivee et e 23,667 190.9 191.7 6.5 .4 .6 1.5 .7
HOUSING . o vttt iiien e e e 34,202 186, 7 187. 6 6.8 .5 *, 7 *,6 *.5
Shelter’ ... ...ttt 21,256 187.7 188.9 6.5 .6 *.5 *.8 *, 6
Rent ... 4,525 151. 6 152, 2 5.8 .4 .5 .7 .4
Homeownership® . ... ovvvreunaenn... 16,328 201.0 202.3 6.7 .6 *,6 *,9 *. 6
Fuel and utilities®. ... ...... 5.414 199.4 200, 2 11.1 .4 1.4 .6 .7
Gas and electricity 2.913 209.8 210.9 13.3 .5 1.4 .7 .9
Household furnishings and operation........ 7.532 175, 4 175.9 4.8 .3 .3 .3 .2
Apparelandupkeep............ ... .. 9.194 152, 3 153, 4 4.5 .7 .2 .2 .4
Transportation. .. ... ovvveevinvunennannens 13,548 176.8 178.2 9.0 .8 .6 1,0 .3
Private 12,227 176.3 177.8 9.4 .9 .5 1.0 .1
Public. ... ... i 1.321 180. 4 181.5 5.3 .6 .8 .6 1.1
Health and recreation 19,013 171, 4 172.3 6.3 .5 *,5 *, 4 *, 5
Medical care 6.734 199.1 200.5 9.8 .7 *,9 *,8 *, 7
Personal care 2.554 168. 4 169.5 6.7 .7 *, 4 *, 7 *,7
Reading and recreation .................. 5.143 156, 0 156. 8 4.3 .5 .4 -2 .4
Other goods and services ............c.... 4,582 157.7 158.0 3.3 .2 .3 .3 .3
Special indexes:
Allitemslessshelter. . .............ooovnvnn 78.744 177.5 178. 4 6.8 .5 *, 6 *, 8 *. 5
All items less medicalcare .................... 93,266 178. 4 179. 4 6.5 .6 *,6 *,8 *,6
All items fess mortgage interest costs . . .......... 95. 840 177.6 178. 6 6.9 .6 *, 6 *,8 *, 6
CPl—domestically produced farm foods®......... 15, 827 179. 1 178.0 1.6 -.6 *., 2 *, 4 *-.6
CPl—selected beef cuts®. ..................... 1. 806 161, 6 163. 6 -2.9 1.2 -2.2 3.0 -.8
All items less food and energy ¢ . ... ............ 68,934 173.7 174. 7 6.4 .6 .5 .6 .6
Purchasing power of consumer dollar:
TOT=8T.00 . . et - $0.557 $0.554 -6.3 -5 - - -
1957-59=81.00. . ....coviiiiiii e - . 479 . 476 - - - - -
I Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. index weight for sugar.
? Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance and ’f Falculated from the CP! beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and
repairs. beef liver.
3 Also includes residential telephone, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage services S Energy includes gasoline, motor oil, fuet oil, coal, gas, and electricity.
not shown separately. * Not seasonally adjusted.

4 Calculated from the CPl food at home component by excluding fish, nonal-
coholic beverages, bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup and about half of the NOTE: index applies to month as a whole, not to any specific date.
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Table 2. CPl—seasonally adjusted U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class
{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Seasonally adjusted indexes Seas""::r‘é ::t";;‘::;“f';‘:a' rate
Group and class 3 months ending in 6 months ending in
February March April May
1977 1977 1977 1977 August | November | February May November May
1976 1976 1977 1977 1976 1977
Commodity and service groups
Alitemns ... . i e - - - - 5.5 4,0 9.1 8.4 4.8 8.7
Commodities .. ....... ... ..o 171. 4 172, 2 173. 6 174.5 4,5 2.9 9.9 7.4 3.7 8.7
FOO oottt e 187.1 188, 2 191.0 192.4 2.2 -.2 12, 4 11,8 1.0 12,1
Foodathome ................... 185. 4 186.4 189.3 190. 7 1.3 -1.3 13. 6 11.9 0 12,7
Cereals and bakery products ... ... 178.4 | 179.3 181.2 181.8 6.8 -6.4 -3.5 7.8 0 2.0
Meats, poultry, and fish . ......... 175.4 175.7 177.3 178. 8 -12.8 -12.2 7.4 8.0 -12.5 7.7
Dairy products ................ 168.4 | 169.2 169.9 172.8 13,6 -3.2 -6.2 10.9 4.8 2.0
Fruits and vegetables . . .......... 196, 3 196. 8 200.2 191.3 -.5 18.5 40.5 -9.8 8.6 12.7
Other foods athome ............ 209, 6 212.6 219.5 228.0 14. 6 6.6 29.2 40.0 10.5 34.5
Food away fromhome............. 194.0 195.4 197.5 199.5 6.6 3.2 9.8 11.8 4.9 10.8
Commodities fess food . . . . oo ovenvennnn. 162,7 163.4 164. 0 164, 7 5,8 4.6 8.0 5.0 5.2 6.5
Nondurables lessfood . .............. 163.7 164.2 164.7 165. 6 6.3 5.1 6.1 4.7 5.7 5.4
Apparel commodities ............ 150.0 149.9 150.1 150. 7 6.5 1.6 6,1 1.9 4.0 4.0
Men'sandboys’................ 152.3 153.1 152, 6 153, 4 4.7 3.3 8.3 2.9 4.0 5.6
Women's and girls” 145, 2 144. 3 144, 8 145, 1 8.5 -1.1 4,8 -.3 3.6 2.2
Footwear ........... 155, 0 155.4 155. 6 156. 4 6.3 4.3 5.6 3.7 5.3 4.6
Other apparel commodities ....... 158.3 158.1 158.9 160. 1 3.7 7.2 6.0 4.6 5.5 5.3
Nondurables less food and apparel ... 171.8 172.7 173.4 174, 4 6.0 7.2 6,0 6.2 6.6 6.1
Gasoline and motoroil. .......... 183.5 184, 3 185, 4 186.9 12.9 13.0 1.1 7.6 12.9 4.3
Tobacco products . ............. 165. 6 165. 8 166. 3 166.5 -.5 6.7 7.1 2.2 3.0 4.6
Alcoholic beverages ............ 148, 8 149,3 149. 8 150.5 1.9 2.5 1.1 4.6 2.2 2.9
Fueloilandcoal ............... 272.0 278, 1 280. 6 282.9 13.1 4,5 25.5 17.0 8.7 21.2
Other nondurables . ............. 166.3 167.0 167.4 168, 4 4.9 6.1 6.8 5.1 5.5 6.0
Durable commodities ............. 161.4 162. 4 163, 2 163.5 5.0 4.4 10. 8 5.3 4.7 8.0
Household durables . ............ 149.5 150. 2 150.7 151.0 1.4 3.6 5.5 4.1 2.5 4,8
New automobiles . . . . .. ... .o 140.1 | 140.6 140.5 141.7 3.3 8.2 4.4 4.6 5,7 4.5
Used automobiles ............. 191. 6 194, 4 195, 2 192, 6 8.6 5.9 44.3 2.1 7.2 21.4
Other durables . ............... 167.2 168.0 169, 1 170.1 7.2 3.2 6.7 7.1 5.2 6.9
CBIVICES o oee e eteeee e e 188. 4 189.9 191.4 192.7 7.6 5.8 8.0 9.4 6.7 8.7
Rent ... 149.9 | 150.6 151. 6 152. 2 5.4 5.3 6.4 6.3 5.4 6.3
Serviceslessrent . ................. 195.4 | 197.0 198, 6 200.0 8.0 5.8 8.6 9.8 6.9 9.2
Household serviceslessrent......... 206, 4 208.4 210.3 211.6 7.9 2.2 9.4 10.5 5.0 9.9
Transportation services ............ 183.1 | 184.5 186, 3 187.9 9.1 9.1 6.6 10.9 9.1 8.7
Medical care services . . .. . ... ...... 209.4 | 211.1 213.1 215.0 8.5 12.6 9.1 11.1 10.5 10.1
Other SerVICeS « ..o s, 167.5 168.3 168.9 169. 8 6.9 6.3 6.2 5.6 6,6 5.9
Special indexes:
Allitemstessfood . . . oo, 174,0 175.1 176.3 177.3 7.2 6.5 5.7 7.8 6.9 6.8
Nondurable commodities® . ............... 175.0 175.9 177.4 178.3 5.3 2.1 8.9 7.8 3.7 8.3
Apparel commodities less footwear . ... ... .. 149.0 | 149.0 149.0 149. 6 6.5 1.4 6.1 1.6 3.9 3.9
Services less medical care services! ......... 185.3 | 186.5 187.7 188.7 7.5 6.6 7.7 7.5 7.1 7.6
Insurance and finance ................... 203,3 | 205.4 208.5 210,5 8.0 -.6 8.5 14.9 3.6 11,7
Utilities and public transportation . ......... 181.3 183.1 183.9 185.5 9,2 8.3 9.1 9.6 8.8 9.3
Housekeeping and home maintenance service! . 218.8 220.5 221, 3 222.7 7.9 7.8 5.1 7.3 7.8 6.2
Appliances (including radioand TV) ....... 125.0 125.1 125.5 125.9 1.6 1.3 2.6 2.9 1.5 2.8
Expenditure classes
Allitemns . ... i e - - - - 5.5 4.0 9.1 8.4 4.8 8.7
Food ... ...t 187.1 188.2 191. 0 192, 4 2.2 -.2 12, 4 11.8 1.0 12.1
Housing® .............ccivviiinnn., 184.3 185.5 186. 7 187. 6 6.5 5.3 8.2 7.4 5.9 7.8
Shelter' 2., . ... . 185, 3 186, 3 187.7 188.9 7.7 3.4 7.2 8.0 5.5 7.6
Rent ........oiiiiiiiiininnnnn 149, 9 150. 6 151. 6 152, 2 5.4 5.3 6,4 6.3 5.4 6,3
Homeownership®®................ 198.1 199, 3 201.0 202.3 8.3 2.9 7.0 8.8 5.6 7.8
Fuel and utilities* ......... 194, 6 197,3 198. 4 199.8 11.8 8.5 13.1 11.1 10.1 12,1
Gas and electricity 204, 0 206, 8 208.3 210,11 14,1 12.2 14. 8 12.5 13.1 13,6
Household furnishings and operation. . . . 174.3 174.8 175.4 175.7 3.9 5.1 6.9 3.3 4.5 5.1
Apparel andupkeep........vviiianan. 152.0 152.3 152, 6 153, 2 5.9 3.3 5.7 3.2 4.6 4.5
Transportation...........coovuurennnn, 175.1 176.2 177.9 178. 4 9.4 9.1 9.9 7.8 9.3 8.8
Private . ....viit it i 174. 8 175.7 177. 4 177.6 10.8 9.4 11,0 6.6 10,1 8.8
Public ......coiiiiiii, 178.7 180, 2 181.3 183.3 2.3 3.9 4,1 10.7 3.1 7.4
Health and recreation® ................ 169.8 170, 7 171. 4 172.3 5.8 7.2 6.1 6.0 6.5 6.1
Medical care!, . ... 195, 8 197. 6 199. 1 200.5 9.5 10,0 9,7 10.0 9.8 9.8
Personal care *, 166.7 167.3 168. 4 169.5 7.0 8.2 4.7 6.9 7.6 5.8
Reading and recreation .............. 155,7 156.3 156, 0 156, 6 4.3 5.9 4,5 2.3 5.1 3.4
Other goods and services ............. 156.9 157.3 157.7 158, 2 1.6 4.5 4,2 3.4 3.0 3.8
Special indexes:
All items lessshelter!. ................... 175, 0 176.1 177.5 178. 4 6.4 4,6 8.2 8.0 5.5 8.1
All items less medical care’. . .............. 176.0 177.0 178. 4 179. 4 6.6 3.8 7.9 8.0 5.2 7.9
All items less motrgage interest costs’ . ...... 175, 1 176, 2 177.6 178. 6 6.6 4.6 8.2 8.2 5.6 8.2
All items less food and energy 5 .. .......... 172.0 | 172.9 173.9 174.9 6.2 4.9 7.5 6.9 5,5 7.2
CPl—domestically produced farm foods 1 ¢, . . 178. 6 178.3 179.1 178.0 3.0 -7.5 13.3 -1.3 -2.4 5,7
CPl—selected beefcuts”? ................ 165.2 | 161.5 166, 4 165.1 -23.8 5.9 10.3 -2 -10.2 4.9
! Not seasonally adjusted. ¢ Calculated from the CP| food at home component by excluding fish, nonaicoholic
2 Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. beverages, bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup and about half of the index
3 Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance and  weight for sugar.
repairs. 7" Calculated from the CP| beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and

4 Also includes residential telephone, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage service not beef liver.
shown separatel

$ Energy incﬁjdes gasoline, motor oil, fuel oil, coal, gas and electricity. NOTE: index applies to month as a whole, not to any specific date.
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Table 3. CPl—food items, U.S. city average

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

index

Percent change to May 1977

from—-
ftem and group May 1977 May 1976 April 1977
Unadjusted S:;jss:‘z:;v Unadjusted Unadjusted S:;;S;Zgy
FOOd o e 191.7 192, 4 6.5 0.4 0.7
Food away fromhome. . ..... ... ... ... i 199.3 199.5 7.8 .9 1.0
ReStalrant Meals . . ...\ vuv sttt ieeii e 197.0 Q) 7.1 .9 ()
SNACKS « i e e e 210.2 210. 6 11.1 1.1 1.3
Foodathome ........oouinnnnii it 189.8 190.7 6.2 .3 .7
Cereals and bakery products ........ ... ..o, 182.5 181.8 .9 -.1 .3
Flour L e 144.8 142.7 -7.0 .6 .7
Crackermeal ...... ... ittt 233.2 229.5 4,5 .2 -.4
Comnflakes ... ..oiuiuiii i i e e e 182.5 182.5 9.9 1.8 2.0
RICR . i e 180.8 180. 6 -10.1 -1.8 -1.3
Bread, white......... ..o 162.8 162. 6 0 -.5 0
Bread, wholewheat ............. ... ot iiiiii i 180.4 179.7 1.6 -1.2 -1.3
COOKIBS « o i e v vt ettt et iiine et nesnennns 199.7 198.7 4.8 1.3 1.4
LaYer CAKE . ot i vt i e et 190, 3 189.7 3.2 .4 .5
CiNNamon rofls . ... e e 196.1 195.5 .5 -.5 -3
Meats, poultry, and fish . . ..., 175.9 178. 8 -2.9 .7 .8
MBALS . .ot i vttt et et e i 171.3 176.2 -5.1 .7 1.0
Beefandveal .....ovviveiiiieei i 162.8 164. 4 -2.6 1.0 -.2
Steak, round ... ... e 162.9 164, 2 -.7 .7 -.6
Steak, SIFlOIN . ..ottt e e e 162.0 163. 8 -3.9 2.4 -.9
Steak, porterhouse. . ... vovvtiit et 175.6 179.0 -2.8 1.3 -.4
RUMProast .. ..iiiiiiiiin it iie i 156.3 157.2 -2.4 .5 -1.0
Ribroast ....covrriineeii i 186.3 189.9 -2.4 3.1 1.9
Chuck TOast . . ..o ot eans 163. 8 165. 8 -3.9 -.5 -2,0
Hamburger, ...ttt i 158. 3 158.9 -4,1 1.3 -1
Beef liver ... ..o i e 122.3 122.8 -4.0 -2.4 .1
Vealcutlets .. ..ot i 191, 2 191. 4 2,0 .5 -.4
POMK . oot e e et e 182.0 193,2 -9.9 .2 1.7
[0 3o P 171, 7 182.5 -7.1 -1.1 -.8
LOINIPOASt o ittt it ittt ianse s 177.7 189.0 -12.1 -2.4 -2.3
SAUSAPE .+ v vevvnre ottt et e, 212.3 221.8 -5.17 1.0 2.5
Ham,whole ... ... . o it 183.0 193.9 -8.6 1.6 6.5
PICRICS . ottt i it e e 164. 4 174.9 -14.3 -2.1 3.4
= 1o o 188.2 201.7 -12.3 3.0 3,5
Othermeats.........covvin ittt 175.1 177.9 -2.8 .8 1,2
Lamb chopS . o ovt i i e i s 192.5 194, 2 .6 2.4 1.3
Frankfurters . ...... .. .. o 161.2 164.7 -5.7 -.4 .3
Ham,canned ..........cooiiiiiiinineiinnnenunnnns 192.2 195.9 -6.0 2.7 5.7
Bolognasausage ................iiiiiniiniiiieaann 172,11 175, 8 -3.2 -1.0 .1
Salami Sausage .. .. v ittt i e e, 166.7 168, 6 -1,0 .4 .4
LIVEIWUSIT . .o e it iiee e e e 164, 7 168.1 -1.7 2 1.7
Poultry .o e e e e 157.6 164, 5 1.5 -.1 2.3
Fryingchicken. .. ... ... .o i, 160, 2 168.1 2.0 -7 2.1
Chicken breasts . ......uuvene it ivnnnennineeennionnns 165.1 169.2 2.3 -1.4 -7
TUPKEY ottt it i e e e s 138.6 143.8 -2.1 5.9 8.6
LT 2 T 248, 8 248, 3 10.5 2.0 1.8
Shrimp, frozen. ... ..o 246.4 (" 10,1 4,5 (&3]
Fish, fresh Or frozen. . ..ot v viniie i 282.6 1y 16,6 1.3 (1)
Tunafish,canned. . ..........cooviiiiiiiiiiii 205, 2 203.4 10.5 2.2 2,3
. Sardines, Canned . .......utiiiti i e 260.7 261,5 5.6 4 .2
Dairy ProduCES. o« v vv vt ie it it e e ieteanen e, 173.1 172.8 3.4 1.0 1.7
Milk, fresh, grocery . ... ...t it 161, 5 160.9 1,4 .1 .9
Milk, fresh, skim. . ... .. 0 ittt e e 179.4 178.5 2.3 .5 1.1
Milk, evaporated. . . ...oovurer e ieee s iiien et 215.3 ) 5.5 1.5 )
ICB CTBAM L o vttt ettt et s e ia et 166. 6 166.9 6.5 3,5 3.8
Cheese, AMEriCan ProCeSS . .. ...cuvrernrnenenennennnnenn 203.9 202.3 3.6 1.0 1.4
2173 8 (-] P 162.7 167.0 11.2 3,6 5.2
Fruitsand vegetables . . ... ... i iiiii i 195,11 191.3 10. 6 -3.9 -4.4
Fresh fruitsand vegetables. . ... .. cvvierinnenenennnnnn. 200, 8 194. 2 16.9 -6.3 -7.7
Fresh fruits . ...ovniniii it ittt ittt e i inenns 185.8 183.1 17.5 0 -1.7
Y oo 193, 0 190.5 22,2 3.6 -1.2
BanaNas . ... i e i 176.2 167.3 13.4 0 -1.6
OFaNGES . .ottt iie it ittt i 164.3 167.3 15.8 2.0 -2.4
Orange juice, fresh . . ..o oe it e it ennnnn 165.9 (&) 8.4 .5 (&)
Grapefruit . ..ot v ittt i i e i, 157.3 164,9 5,2 -.6 -5, 7
GraDES . o\t ivee v i et 2 (?) (2) Q)] (?)
Strawberries. . . oo u vt it it i e 145,1 156, 5 5.5 -19.9 -2.9
Watermelon .......vininnniii i 2 (%) (%) (@) ()
Freshvegetables. .......ovoiuiiiviiiniiinnenninnn 213,11 200, 5 16. 6 -10.3 -13,5
POTALOBS . vttt v vttt et e e i 226.6 217.9 -.4 12,4 6.2
ONHONS .« &ttt et e ettt e e et ee e et 297.3 260.6 58,0 -5.3 -16.5
ASDAFAGUS. « - v v e e v e et e et e e o e 196.5 215.0 15.7 -6.0 -4.2
Cabbage . ...\t e e s 274,3 266.3 85.1 -16.8 -17.0
L0 T 3 192, 7 192, 7 27.6 -14,5 -17.2
[ T 220,2 220.2 18.8 3.5 ~-4,7
CUCUMDEIS, vttt ie it i iia e ea 175, 8 179.2 30.8 -32.7 -11.6
T 149.7 (') -7.9 -11.2 (")
PepPers, gré8n . ..o ovirniie it et 204,9 171, 6 18.5 -40,7 -43,1
SPINACh « . vttt i i e e i e 201.5 205, 4 6.7 -5.4 -2.7
TOMALOES . oo v e v e s etenen v etarnonerarennnns 219.8 208.5 29.1 -14,1 ~-18.1
See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 3. CPl—-food items, U.S. city average—Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Index

Percent change to May 1977

from—
Item and group May 1977 May 1976 April 1977
Unadjusted s::;?;z:y Unadjusted Unadjusted S::js::t:l(ljy
Food—Continued
Food at home—Continued
Fruits and vegetables—Continued
Processed fruitsand vegetables ..............cc.viinnn... 186. 7 186.7 1.9 0.3 1.4
Fruitcocktail, canned . ........... . ccciiiiiiiiinnunn, 183.8 186.2 5.8 1,0 1.6
Pears, canned . ... .. e e e 157.8 159, 7 1.1 .6 1.5
Pineapple-grapefruit drink, canned. . .................... 184.7 186.8 7.1 1.2 2.2
Orange juice concentrate, frozen .. ........co.ooveveeen... 185. 1 1 16.0 2.3 (&)
Lemonade concentrate, frozen ........................ 183.9 181, 7 -1.3 -2.8 -1.9
Beets, Canmed . . ... ...ttt e s 195.8 ! 7.2 .7 M
Peas, greencanned . ....... ...ttt 159.8 160.9 1.5 .8 1.3
TOMAtoes, CANNEd . . .\ veteeeite it e ineeanns 195. 6 ! 10.8 1.5 (&)
Dried beans .. .....c.tt i i e 226.7 223.8 -23.2 -1.8 .6
Broccoli, frozen . . ......ovit e 188.9 ) 21.1 1.1 ()
Otherfoodathome . ... ... ... ovuiiiiiiner .. 224.6 228.0 22,0 2.5 3.9
BggS . . e 152, 8 168.5 -1.1 -8.0 -.8
Fatsand oils. . .. ..ottt i i i i it 188.5 190.0 10. 5 2.7 3.8
Margarine. .. ..vuuntie i er e e 201.8 206.3 9.2 4,2 7.2
Salad dressing, 1talian. . .........coviereiininnnanaa.. 164, 3 163. 2 9.7 -.4 -.3
Salad or cooking ol . ... vt i i i 199. 6 201. 0 12,1 4.1 5.0
SUGAr and SWEBTS . ... ittt it i i i 230.1 232, 2 4.8 1.6 3.3
SUGAr . ..t it 187.1 195, 5 -10,3 1.7 5.2
Grape JRHY « o vttt 216.9 ") -2.1 .3 (Y
Chocolate Bar .. .........eeireinevirennnennrnnnannn 272.5 (*) 17.5 2.8 ()
Syrup, chocolate flavored . ................... ..., 238.3 237.1 11.3 1.5 2.7
NONalcOhOlic DeVerages . .. .......coveeeenineeeannnnanss 334.6 (Y) 64.6 7.5 (*)
Coffee ... .ot 486.2 (*) 118, 8 10.3 (Y
Coffee, INStANT . . ... vit it eenaannns 334.3 (1) 55,1 7.0 (")
T 173.0 172.8 16.0 3.8 3.8
Carbonated drink, cola flavored . . ...................... 201, 6 ") 4.2 .1 Y)
Carbonated drink, fruit flavored. .. ..................... 206.3 ") 3.2 1.4 (')
Prepared and partially prepared foods .. ..............c.... 173.8 174, 0 2.8 -.3 .1
Beansoup,canned .. ... ..o ittt 204.9 205.1 -1.9 -.2 .2
Chicken soup, €anned . ........cvvveeererrnnenennanns 147. 6 147.9 8.8 0 .5
Spaghetti, canned ......... ..o iiiiiiiiii i, 166.7 168.4 2.4 -.1 0
Mashed potatoes, instant . ............¢ccivivnrenneonnn. 159, 2 159. 4 1.3 .4 .2
Potatoes, french fried, frozen .............. .. .c..vuue. 182.3 183. 8 1.6 -1.0 -.8
Baby fOOdS ... ..etii i 182.3 () 8.3 .3 )
Sweetpicklerelish .. ..... ... . i 185, 0 185.2 3.5 -2.4 -.3
PretZelS ..o e 162.7 161, 1 1.4 .5 .2

1
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Table 4. CPi-—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to

Indexes
Other May 1977 fronr—
item and group index
base April May May April
1977 1977 1976 1977
HOUSING . ..t e e 186.7 187.6 6.8 0.5
Sheler b s 187.7 188.9 6.5 .6
Rent, residential. .. ....... .. it i e 151. 6 152.2 5.8 .4
HOmMEOWNership 2. . ..ottt it e ianaaans 201.0 202.3 6.7 .6
MOrtgage interest rates ... .. ...oveuueenennenneenennenens 136.4 136.4 -2.7 o]
PrOPErty tAXES « v v v v ve vttt ie e e, 181.0 181.1 8.8 .1
Property inSurance premium . . ... .. oureeneennnnnenennnns 152.5 153.7 8.0 .8
Maintenance aNA repairs .. ...ovvre e veiie i nennennnanaas 211, 2 212.8 7.7 .8
Maintenance and repair commodities *. ... ................ 178.3 179.7 7.1 .8
Exterior house paint ..........ovvirviennennvnannnn. 169.5 169.1 5.0 -2
Interior hOUSE PaINt . ... oov v e e eeeeeaeanannns 156.7 156.5 4,5 -.1
Maintenance and repair services . .. ..o vvve v vr e vnnnan 225.4 227.1 7.9 .8
Repainting tiving and dining
FOOMS. & o et eteeee st et tsne e strinnarnsenannns 237.0 238.4 7.0 .6
Reshinglinghouse roof ............ooviniiniiinnan 246.9 248.7 7.5 .7
Residing house . .. .vviin it iiaian s 212, 6 214.3 8.2 .8
Replacingsink . ...... oottt 220, 7 223,2 7.3 1.1
Repairing furNace. . .. ...oovevn e nrinonnnrnnnas 221.1 222.5 9.6 .6
Fuelandutilities ...... ...ttt inreneas 199.4 200, 2 11,1 .4
Fueloilandcoal ........ooviiiiriiiiiriine it iiecnannnna 282.0 282.6 14,8 .2
Fueloil, No. 2 ... . i i i e 278.7 279.4 15,3 .3
Gasand eleCtriCity . .. viv ittt i i e e 209.8 210.9 13.3 .5
LT 235.4 238.2 20.9 1.2
EleCtriCitY « v veieee it iiiiienen it 185.9 185.4 5.4 -.3
Other utilities:
Residential telephone services ............. oo, 130.9 131.0 1. 6 .1
Residential water and sewerage
SBIVICES. 4 . o v ot eeeeenssasenenasnsnsasssanneenensnse 201.8 203.8 9.6 1.0
Household furnishingsand operation* ................. ..ot 175, 4 175.9 4,8 .3
Housefurnishings . . . ... .ottt 155.5 155.9 3.7 .3
Textiles . ..ot e i i s it i e 154.5 154, 6 4.9 .1
Sheets, full, flat .. ... ...ttt i .. 147.0 146.5 -3.7 -.3
Curtains, taillored . . . ... vveveeveneieeieieatiinnaaaas 149, 1 147.7 2.6 -.9
Bedspreads. ... ...ceittiiiii it i e 162.0 162. 1 7.7 .1
Drapery fabrics 191.5 196.3 10.7 2.5
Pillows, bed 135.8 132.8 8.6 -2.2
Slipcovers and throws, ready-made .............cvvninann 140. 6 140.9 2.6 .2
Furnitureand bedding .. ........vviinintirnnnnrennnnanan 157. 6 158.0 3.9 .3
Bedroom furniture, chest and
ArESSEI « o o vttt v ie s eemannersiriiat e Mar. 70 138.1 139.1 4.6 .7
Sofas, Upholstered . .....coiviivrvrerernneerereennens 145.1 144. 4 2.2 -.5
Cocktailtables ... ......cooiiiiiiinniiinianinennnnens Dec. 71 134, 1 131.9 1.7 -1.6
DiNINGFrOOM ChaINS. . v oo i i iieiie i ieeerreerneennronnn Mar, 70 143.2 144, 6 6.4 1.0
Recliners, upholstered Dec. 71 114.7 114, 2 2.1 -.4
Sofas, dual purpose .........ccoviiiinenennnniiiannen. 142, 2 142, 0 2.7 -.1
Bedding, mattressand box springs . . ... ........o0iiiuinn.n June 70 138.1 138.7 4.1 .4
Aluminum foldingchairs .. ...l 188, 1 191.3 5.0 1.7
T 161.5 162. 4 6.0 .6
Floor coverings .. ... et e 140.0 140.2 3.2 .1
Broadloomcarpeting ...........c.cviiiieiii., k 126.8 127.2 2.8 .3
Vinyl Sheet goods. . ..o vverorinennrinsanasunsennn 170. 6 170.5 4.0 -.1
Vinylfloortile ... ..ot iiiiiiiiininnneennann 170.7 170, 3 3.8 -.2
Appliances (excludingradioand TV) . .. ..o viiiiiiiveennnn, 138.8 139. 6 3.7 .6
Washing machines, lectric. . .. covnvvinniinennnrnnrennns 144, 1 144.9 3.0 .6
Vacuum cleaners . ......uuiii e enneneenvnassonennns 124.9 126.0 4.7 .9
Refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers,
L= o {3 138.3 138.9 3.7 .4
Ranges, free standing, gas or
Lo T 143, 2 143.0 3.6 -.1
Clothesdryers, electric. ... .. ..ot viuinerunnnianinansen 153.0 154, 6 4,2 1.0
Air conditioners, demountable. . ......... .. i, 133.3 135, 3 4.6 1.5
Room heaters, electric, portable ..............c.covuen... *) *) *) (%)
Garbagedisposalunits . ...ttt 138.1 139.1 4.0 .7
Other housefurnishings:
Dinnerware, finechina................. e 202.6 202.1 5.4 -.2
Flatware, stainlesssteel . ........ovvivivininesenrunsaas 185.8 185.2 2.8 -.3
Table lamps, withshade. .. ......oooiiiiiiiiinnnnenn 152, 0 150, 6 1.7 -.9
Lawn mowers, POWES, rotary tyYPe . ..........oveervernnn 165.8 167.2 .7 .8
Electricdrills, hand-held ....... ... ... ... .. ... .. l.. 131.5 131. 4 2.3 -.1
Housekeeping supplies:
Laundry soapsand detergents . ............vuvvererannanns 184, 2 184,7 6.0 .3
Paper NAPKINS. ..ot ittt i it e i e 232.5 233.9 7.2 .6
Toilet tissue . .......... e e 260, 0 262.6 12.8 1.0
Housekeeping services:
Domestic services, general
HOUSBWORK . ..ot eveviiin e eeiianneenn R 219.4 221.1 4.7 .8
Baby SItter SBIVICes . ......ouvvvvt ittt 225.2 225.7 5.0 .2
Postal Charges. . .. ...onvin ittt ittt 225.6 225, 6 2.7 0
Laundry, flatwork, finishedservice ..........coviiiitian.. 218.0 219.6 8.7 .7
Licensed day care services, preschool
child .. .. i i e 169. 8 169.9 5.3 .1
Washing machine repairs . ...........cooeieeunnreinnnnnsn 209.2 209, 6 5.0 .2
See foonotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average— Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to
Other Indexes May 1977 from—
Item and group index
base April May May April
1977 1977 1976 1977
Apparel and Upkeep ®. . . .. ... 152.3 153. 4 4.5 0.7
Apparel cOmmOdIties, .. ... ovvttn e i i i 149.8 150.9 4.0 .7
Apparet commodities lessfootwear .. .............. . 0., 148. 6 149.7 3.8 .7
Men'sand boys ... ...ttt i e e 153.1 154, 3 4.8 .8
Men'’s:
Topcoats and all-weather coats ..........cocvvennnnnn. 153, 4 154.5 4.5 .7
Suits, yearroundweight . ............c0cc0iirininna.. 143, 1 143, 2 1.1 .1
SPOrtJaCKetS . o . vt ittt i et e June 74 95.9 95.1 -3.7 -.8
Jackets, lightweight .. .. ........... .o iiviiiennnn.n 148. 6 147.5 6.2 -.7
Slacks, heavyweight ... ..........v i, 117. 6 119.2 -1.8 1.4
Slacks, lightweight ... ... ... ittt 148.9 151.7 5.1 1.9
Trousers, work 172.2 173.7 7.4 .9
Shirts, work 171. 4 172.7 8.2 .8
Shirts, business or dress 142. 4 142.8 8.5 .3
211 A AP 174, 4 177.3 12,1 1.7
SOCKS . 1ttt et e 138, 1 138.5 3.6 .3
Handkerchiefs . ....... . ..ot iiiniiannnnan 170.9 170.5 4.4 -.2
Boys'":
Coats, heavyWeight . . .. .. on et e eeaeanns 119, 1 ) (*) )
Sport coats, wool or wool blends . .................... (%) %) (%) )
DUNGAIEES . ..\ o o v vteereseaieuneeennnnneanneeeanns 203.5 206, 2 8.9 1.3
Undershorts . ......ovuit it 166. 6 168. 6 7.5 1.2
Women'sand girls’ . .. ... o i e i i 143. 6 144.7 2.9 .8
Women’s:
Coats, heavyweight . . ... .vvnee e, 5) (&) (%) (%)
Carcoats, heavyWeight . .. ......ovvvnrirnennnnnennnns ) (%) *) *)
[ 138, 3 ) ) )
SKirts, Winter weight . ... .vvveeeeeerereneennenns 153. 3 5) (&) (&)
Skirts, summerweight . ............covtvreninnnannn.. 162, 2 163.4 3.2 .7
BIOUSES. . . vt e e e e 146.8 147.8 2.4 .7
Dresses, street, year roundweight . .................... 153.5 154, 0 2.9 .3
SIS, L e e 134, 3 135.4 8.1 .8
Panties. ... ..ottt 155.0 156, 3 3.7 .8
Girdles............o i 139.1 138.3 3.4 -.6
Brassieres. . ... ..o vttt 155, 2 155, 6 3.5 .3
Hoseorpanty hose,nylon . ................c.vuuuun. 92.7 93.0 .2 .3
Ankilets or knee-length sOCKS . . ... .vvvvivinenerennn.. 138.8 138.8 3.8 0
Gloves, fabric...........cooiiiii il 133.1 134,5 3.5 1.1
Handbags .. ..ottt ittt 175.0 173.9 3.8 -.6
Girls":
Raincoats. ...ttt 124, 3 123.3 3.4 -.8
Skirts, falland winter. ... ............ .. ool 154. 6 155.8 .9 .8
DYESSES . . . o ettt ettt 136.0 136, 1 2.1 .1
Slacks, fall and Winter. .. ..........oiveeieeeinnnn.n. M 177.4 2.1 ("
Ships........... e e e e 142. 6 142.3 8.0 -.2
Handbags................ooiiiiiiiiiii e 149.9 150.0 8.2 .1
Other apparel commodities 158.7 160. 1 5.4 .9
Diapers ....ooovvvvnnnnenans 204.6 207.6 10. 6 1.5
Yard Goods, . . oo vt i e i e e 171, 2 172. 8 9.2 .9
Wrist watches, men'sandwomen’s ...................c.0.n. 141, 5 141.7 1.8 .1
FOOWeAr . . ... it i i i e 156.2 157.0 4.9 .5
Men's:
Shoes, SIrEEt. . .. ..ottt s 164, 7 165.3 6.9 .4
Shoes, work, high. . ....... .. .. i i 181.5 182, 6 8.0 .6
Women’s:
Shoes, Street, PUMP . ... .o vttt iiiine it 147.3 147.2 3.0 -.1
Shoes, evening, PUMP . ... ..viue et vrnneoneneeennnennnns 138.7 139. 6 3.3 .6
Shoes, €astal . .. ...ttt e 158.0 159.4 5.4 .9
Housestippers, scuff............. ..o il 150. 4 150. 7 2.9 .2
Children’s:
Shoes, OXfOrd. ..o v i vttt it i e 159.3 158. 6 5.0 -4
Sneakers, boys’, oxfordtype .. ...... ... .0 it 152.8 156.2 5.2 2.2
Dressshoes, girls” . ... ... . . i i 166, 4 168. 2 5.1 1.1
Apparel services: ;
Drycleaning . ... vuii i i e e e 168.9 169.9 6.8 .6
Automatic laundry service . ... ... .. it e 155. 1 156. 7 9.6 1.0
Laundry, men'sshirts. ............. ... ... i el 175, 2 176. 1 8.2 .5
Tailoringcharges . ....vuuni ittt e 167.6 168.1 4,7 .3
Shoerepairs. . ......... .ottt i it e, 159.5 160. 7 8.1 .8
TranspOrtation . . . . .v vttt it e, 176.8 178.2 9.0 .8
Private®...........aa., 176.3 177.8 9.4 .9
Automobiles, new 140, 6 141, 4 5.1 .6
Automobiles, used 187.8 191.4 14.1 1.9
Gasoline, regular, premium, andunleaded ..................... 187. 0 189.2 8.9 1.2
Motoroil ... ... i i i e 164, 7 165. 6 4,2 .5
LA 137.2 135.0 3.7 -6
Auto repairs (mechanical) and maintenance® .................. 201.3 202.3 7.4 .5
AUTO INSUFaNCE PTEMIUMS . ... .ottt ittt et ee e i aae e aanns 210, 1 210.3 13.9 .1
Auto registration fees ...........0.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaa, 142. 2 142.2 7.1 0
Parking fees, private and municipal .......... ... ivuuiinnnn. 191. 6 193.6 6.5 1.0

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average—Continued

[Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to

Other Indexes May 1977 from—
Item and group index
base April May May April
1977 1977 1976 1977
Transportation—Continued

Public ... e e e e 180. 4 181, 5 5.3 0.6
Local transitfares. ... ......oovvieiiininenininnenneen, 177.4 179.1 3.9 1.0
Taxicab fares ... ... oouvee i e e 187.7 188, 2 7.0 .3

Railroad fares, Coach . .. ... ovurvt v et 173.6 173, 6 7.5 0

Airplane fares, chiefly coach ...........ccooiveiiiiinaine.n. 180.7 180, 7 7.4 0

Bus fares, INTBrCItY . .. .. cvi et iiiiieie e aanenns 211, 2 211.2 9.7 0
Health and reCreation. . . . ....ovv e iuuiinrenrereneanereenennnns 171. 4 172.3 6.3 .5
Medical care 1® ... oottt e 199.1 200.5 9.8 .7
Drugs and preseriptions . .. cvvrvvne e ennnrenaennneenoas 132.4 133,3 6.2 .7

Over-the-CouNter Items . . ........veiireeenennneeraanneas 146, 3 147.9 7.0 1.1
Multiple vitamin concentrates .........coovvivivneninn. 108.1 108.3 3.0 3
ASpirin COMPOUNGS . ..o vt tvrieeer et eenennnnns 145. 6 147. 6 6.1 1.4
LiGUId tONICS . . oot vv e iit it i i i ie it 122.0 122.2 1.9 .2
Adhesive bandages, packages . ....... .. 0 iiie i, 204, 0 208.1 14,3 2.0
Cold tabletsorcapsules . .............ohviviinnen.., 134,2 134. 8 3.0 .4
CoUGh SYITUP. . oottt ieeeieeiieieen st tiananaann 153.7 155,2 7.9 1.0

PresCriPtioNS .. .. .vuutteeseineeeieeanenrenannaeennns 120.7 121, 2 5.5 .4
ANtiFINFECtIVES « oL oo e ettt e 74.9 75.0 2.5 .1
Sedative and hYPROTICS. . .. oo vvrivnrecnineeannnennns 171, 1 172.2 5.7 .6
L o S 117.1 117.0 4.6 -.1
ANtiSPasMOCICS « . vv vt eeeine et 148.5 149.0 10, 3’ .3
Cough preparations . ...........ocueunrneenearnnnnnnn 199.0 200.3 10, 4 .7
Cardiovasculars and antihypertensives ... ................ 124. 6 125.1 3.6 .4
Analgesics, internal . ......... 0.0t ieiiiseiaieiaaan 123.7 124. 3 2.6 .5
HOMMIONES . ... iiietetinenetnnaienroeananannanns 117.7 118. 6 7.7 .8

Professional services:

Physicians’ fees. . .o ovvrrn i inneiieinaerieraie 203.0 204, 3 9.4 .6
General physician, office visits. . .......coverrvnrnnnnnn.. 209.1 210.4 9.8 .6
General physician, house visits. . .....cooveiivineennn.. 203,0 204.3 2.0 .6
ObStetrical Cases. . ..\ vverveeeeeneneeannrerennneonnns 204.5 205.2 7.0 .3
Pediatric care, office visits . . ... ..vvieein i 209,5 211,5 10, 8 1.0
Psychiatrist, office visits, . .. .....ovurreinreernnnrenne. 171.9 172.7 5.6 .5
Herniorrhapy, adult . . ... .. ... iiriivinnanrnnnnnn. 181. 7 182.1 8.5 .2
Tonsillectomy and adenoidectomy . ...........c......... 196, 2 197, 8 10.3 .8

Dentists’ fees . .. ...t e i e 181.9 183.2 7.4 .7
Fillings, adult, amalgam, onesurface .................... 188.2 189.5 7.6 .7
Extractions, adult ,........coiiiiniiriiiivneennennann 182.8 183.9 8.9 .6
Dentures, full upper 168.2 169.5 5.2 .8

Other professional services:

Examination, prescription, and dispensing
[ T 165.9 166.7 5.5 .5
Routine 1aboratory tests . .....c.ovvvnvrinrinennunnsnns 167.7 169. 2 5.4 .9
Hospital servicecharges . . ..........ccciiniiiiiianannnnns Jan, 72 161.1 162.5 10.8 .9

SemipPrivate FOOMS . ...\ o vt ie i iansonossnnrnnanns 293.5 295.9 12.4 .8

Operatingroomcharges. . .....cvvivinenervennreneennns 304.3 307.2 14,0 1.0

X-ray, diagnostic series, upper Gl........ccoviiininininas 186. 8 187.7 9.4 .5

Laboratory tests. . . ..covvevueniteriieroetinneanainans : Jan. 72 148.3 149.8 5.8 1.0

Anti-infectives .. .. ... .. . L i Jan. 72 131.3 131.8 6.7 .4

TranqUIlZErs o .. ve it ettt i it i e Jan. 72 138, 0 141, 0 8.9 2,2

Electrocardiogram . . .. Jan, 72 143,9 145,11 6.8 .8

Intravenous solution .. Jan. 72 152.2 154, 0 8.0 1.2

Physical therapy. ..o iiiii ittt iieiieitinanannnnen Jan. 72 161,5 162.4 11. 6 .6

Oxygen, inhalation therapy . ..........coveveeoneneannn.. Jan. 72 138.7 139,11 7.7 .3

Personal Care .........ocuveuunessunienieniireroniaenanaeas 168. 4 169.5 6.7 .7
Toilet goods 165.3 166.1 5.8 .5

Toothpaste, standard dentifrice . ..........ooovveeneon.., 143.2 144.0 6.0 .6

Toiletsoap, hard-milled . .. ... .. ... . iiiiienannn., 200.1 204, 6 5.1 2.2

Hand lotions ... .vvuint i it eiii it eeinnenann, 172.3 172.1 6.9 -1

Shavingcream .. ....voven i it ronorroronneannnsns 139.8 139, 0 4.7 ~-.6

Face POWHEN ... iiit it reeenrecceneeneoroncnnnnennns 173.8 171.7 5.7 -1.2

Deodorants ......... 125.1 125,7 5.2 .5

Cleansing tissues 227.5 230,1 7.2 1.1

Home permanent wave KitS ......cvvvrnvrrnrennnsennans 134.3 134.9 5.1 .4

Personal care ServiCes . ... ... vt iiit i 171.6 173.0 7.5 .8

Men'’s haircuts . ..... PP 171.5 172.4 6.6 .5

Beauty shopservices ........coviieiuninrnecienennnnans 171.9 173. 6 8.2 1.0
Women' shairCuts. .. ...ouveerurninerrennneianennn. 204.6 207.4 13,5 1.4
Shampooand wavesets, plain . ..........cvivevnennenn. 170. 6 172.2 6.5 .9
Permanent waves, cold. . .. ..covivnieneerrrornenennans 141.2 142. 0 5.2 .6

Reading and recreation ', . ..... et ieraras RN 156.0 156. 8 4,3 .5
Recreational goods. . .......covviniiiiiiiiiiiiiienenens 129.7 130.2 2.4 .4

TV sets, portable andconsole .........oc.vun. i 101.9 101. 6 -1.5 -3

TV replacement tubes ................ e erreeae e 172.8 177.1 6.7 2.5

Radios, portable and table models ....................... 105, 3 105. 0 -.5 -.3

Taperecorders,portable ..........coviiiiiirneiiriinan 95.3 95,4 -.7 .1

Phonograph records, stereophonic . ....c.vveeeveeennnnnnns 124.1 124. 8 1.6 .6

Movie cameras, Bmm . ....ovvierin it ieir et ieneas 95.8 95.9 .5 .1

Film, 35mm, color. .. ..ot i i iien et iiieaas 131.4 132.2 5.7 .6

Golfballs.....ooviinii it ittt it iiierini e 105, 0 104, 9 .2 -1

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPI—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average— Continued

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to
Other Indexes May 1977 from—
item and group index
base April May May April
1977 1977 1976 1977
Health and recreation—Continued
Reading and recreation—Continued
Recreational goods—Continued
Basketballs, rubber or vinylcover ................c.uuun. 149.5 149.5 1.6 0
Fishing rods, fresh-water spincasting ... ................... 127.1 127.5 2,2 .3
Bowlingballs .. ....... .. o 134.0 134.2 3.7 .1
Bicycles, bOYS . ..ot e s 146. 2 147.0 1.6 .5
T CYC S . o ettt e e e s 153. 1 152,8 2.6 -.2
Dog food, cannedorboxed ............ ...l 181.8 182, 1 7.5 .2
Recreational ServiCes ... . .........uvereunennaneeerannnns 160. 6 160. 8 4,3 .1
Indoor movie admissions .. ... ... vt i 183.5 184.0 4.5 .3
Adult. ... 176.5 176.8 4.1 .2
ChIdren's. . ...t i e i e 203.2 204.3 5.6 .5
Drive-in movie admissions . . ........ooveiiiaiiiiian e 186.9 188.8 6.0 1.0
Bowling fees, evening. . ........ ... ... il 154.2 154, 0 5.7 -.1
Golfgreenfees. ... ... eririnniinnneieenannnns 171. 1 169.9 4,2 -7
BT < TP 109. 8 110.0 3.6 .2
Filmdeveloping.. ...t 122. 3 121.9 -1.7 -.3
Reading and education:
Newspapers, street saleand delivery. ...................... 189.1 189.4 4.4 .2
Magazines, single copy and subscription. ................... 194, 0 204, 1 8.6 5.2
Piano lessons, beginner 152.1 153.0 6.3 .6
Other goods and SEIVICES . ... o vvvin it erinirnsenanrsans 157.7 158, 0 3.3 .2
TObACCO PrOdUCTS ... i et iien e einietananoenannes 166. 1 166.2 3.8 .1
Cigarettes, nonfilter tip, regularsize....................... 168. 3 168. 4 3.8 .1
Cigarettes, filter tip, king size 169.0 169.1 3.8 .1
Cigars, domestic, regular size 134,3 134, 3 3.8 0
Alcoholicbeverages . .........ovuiuiiiinnerininenneanans 149, 8 150, 3 2.5 .3
Beer,athome ....... ..ottt 145, 3 145.9 1.5 .4
Whiskey, spirit blended and straight bourbon ............... 116. 6 117.2 1.4 .5
Wine, dessertandtable. . ............ciiiiiiiiin i 159. 6 159.9 1.7 .2
Beer,away fromhome. ........ ... ... . i, 172.0 172.4 4.4 .2
Financial and miscellaneous personal expenses:
Funeral services, adult . ............. ... . i, 154, 9 155.1 3.9 .1
Bank service charges, checkingaccount .. .................. 132.2 132.6 5.7 .3
Legal services, short formwill .......... ... .. ... en.. 212.3 212.4 6.5 0
! Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. 7 Not available.
2 Also includes home purchase costs not shown separately. ® Also includes storage batteries and drivers’ license fees not shown separately.
2 Alsoincludes pine shelving, furnace filter, packaged dry cement mix, and shrubbery * Includes prices for water pump replacement, motor tune-up, automatic trans-
not shown separately. mission repair, front-end alignment, and chassis lubrication; does not include prices for
* Also includes window shades, nails, carpet sweepers, air deodorizers, steel wool auto body repairs. In the CPI this component represents consumers’ direct, out-of-
scouring pads, envelopes, reupholstering, and moving expenses. pocket expenses for automobile repairs and maintenance.
# Priced only in season, 19 Also includes health insurance not shown separately.
¢ Also includes men’s sport shirts, women'’s and girls’ lightweight coats, women’s ! Also includes outboard motors, nondurable toys, college tuition fees, paperback
slacks, bathing suits, girls’ shorts, earrings, and zippers not shown separatety. books, and college textbooks, not shown separately.
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Table 5. CPl—selected areas, all items index

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)

Prici Indexes
ricing
Area ' 2 Percent change from:
schedule® 1 1967-100 |1957.50=100|  Other
ases
May February April
May 1977 1976 1977 1977
U.S. City QVerage . ... .....cvuuuniererunnnnevennnenoanas M 180. 6 210.0 6.7 2.0 0.6
ChiCagO . . vttt e e e s M 174. 4 198.1 6.5 1.9 .3
Detroit ..........cccvunninn, M 179.3 206, 0 2.2 2.4 .2
Los Angeles—Long Beach M 178. 209.9 7.3 1.2 .3
N.Y.—~Northeastern N.J . ........ M 184.6 219.6 5.5 1.4 .5
Philadelphia . . ... ... e M 183.1 213.8 7.0 2.5 .7
. April January
April 1977 1976 1977
BOStON . ...t e e 1 182.1 218.2 5.6 1.5
L LT o 1 188.8 215.9 8.4 2.8
Minneapolis—St. Paul............... oo, 1 179. 6 208.2 6.4 2.1
Pittsburgh. . . ..o e e e 1 178.1 204.9 6.9 3.0
May February
May 1977 1976 1977
BUFFAI0. « o e vttt ee e e e e e 2 181.3 %199.3 7.2 2.1
CIRVEIAND . . . . ettt et e et 2 *179.9 5203.1 7.8 1.9
DaHES. .. e ettt 2 179.4 3193.9 7.9 2.4
MIlWaUKee . . oo e 2 178.0 200,9 7.3 2.5
SAN DIEEO. « e v e et e et e e e 2 180, 6 ©189. 8 6.7 2.3
SEALHE ..\ v v e 2 T176.2 206, 8 8.2 2.7
Washington . ....oueiniiinn e iiaernaernannneenanns 2 182, 2 212,2 7.2 2.1
March December
March 1977 1976 1976
ALANTA. .. o e e 3 176. 1 202.5 5.7 2.4
BaltimOre . . oo v v ettt e e e 3 182.2 211.6 6.9 2.1
CINCINNAti ... . it i i i i e 3 178.8 202.9 7.0 2.5
HONOMUIU .« oottt ettt et e e eaeiaanans 3 168.3 7181.5 4.5 1.7
Kansas City .. .. .iunni it i en e s eneanaeeans 3 175.0 207, 7 7.1 2.5
St LOUIS .ttt e e i e 3 173.2 202.3 6.5 3,0
San Francisco—0akiand .. ........c.ccceeeenieeenineaeaaan. 3 176, 2 209.6 6.5 2.1
! Area coverage inciudes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- ® November 1963=100.
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago which have more * Revised index: February 1977, 176.6.
extensive Standard Consolidated Areas. Area definitions were established for the 1960 S Revised index: February 1977, 199.4.
Census and exclude revisions made since 1960. S February 1965=100.
? Foods, fuels, and several other items priced every month in all cities; most other 7 December 1963=100.
goods and services priced as indicated:
M — Every month. NOTE: Price changes within areas are found in the Consumer Price Index; differences
1 — January, April, July, and October. in living costs among areas are found in family budgets.
2 — February, May, August, and November.
3 — March, June, September, and December.
Table 6. CPl—areas ' priced monthly, by expenditure class, percent change from April 1977 to May 1977
{Cc price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
us. New York—
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit Los Angeles Northeastarn Philadelphia
Long Beach
average New Jersey
AILIEMS, .o ee e et 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.7
e T P .4 -1 .5 .5 .6 .2
HOUSING . ..ottt it ettt i it e aiesnananns .5 .4 -.7 .3 .3 .7
Apparel aNd UPKEEP . « v v v ittt iie it it .7 0 -4 .1 .6 -.5
Transportation. . oo it ine i in e i e .8 .8 1.0 .7 .4 2.6
Health and recreation. . .......ovviiiinii i eninnennennanss .5 .5 .9 -.1 .5 .3
MediCal Care. .. ..oivit it e .7 .6 1.8 .3 .3 .8
PErSONAI CATE. . .« o vt v e veeeeneneannenesaneecneennens .7 () (2) () 2) (?)
Reading and recreation ... ......i.ceeeevununrcrennnrones .5 .5 .1 -.8 .9 .3
Other goods and services . ......ovvvivinn i vennrnnvnnan .2 .1 .2 .2 .1 -.
! See footnote 1, table 5. 2 Not available.
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Table 7. CPi—selected areas’, by expenditure class:

C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)
u.s. New York—
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit Lf:“Ant: ;ec;— North n Philadelphi
average 9 New Jersey
Indexes, May 1977
A EMS it i i e e e 180. 6 174.4 179.3 178.5 184.6 183,11
a0 e 191.7 189.0 185. 4 184.5 195.2 198.2
FOOdathOmMe ... v.vv i itiniiriiernerreanereanennns 189.8 186.8 182. 4 182.8 196.1 194.0
Cerealsand bakery products ............c.cvvunuennennn 182.5 185.2 194, 4 180.2 184. 3 192, 1
Meats, poultry, andfish . ..............covviiinn i, 175.9 177. 4 171. 4 173.3 176. 3 182. 6
Dairy products. . . ... .ooini ittt i i 173.1 163.7 172, 2 155.7 177.8 173.9
Fruitsandvegetables . .......... . ciiiiiiiiininnn s 195.1 197. 4 172.9 178.1 212.6 203, 6
Otherfoodathome...........coiviiininieneennennns 224.6 217. 4 209.9 221.7 239.9 224, 7
Food away fromhome. ...........cooiviiiiinininnian, 199.3 197.7 199.0 189, 2 192.9 216, 1
HOUSING . .t oi ittt iiii e einn e ieie e itiensennenns 187.6 171.2 182. 7 188. 6 190, 6 190, 2
£ T 188.9 170. 1 185.6 197.5 188.5 199.5
Rent, residential. . .........ivenirviiriiniiennnnnannn 152.2 141.1 (?) 155, 1 (%) 164. 7
Homeownership. .......vv it iiiinn e 202.3 183.0 192.9 210, 7 201,9 208.5
Fuelandutilities .. ... ... ottt iiiiiiininennnns 200.2 181. 8 201, 8 164.8 220.5 191.8
Fueloilandcoal..........ociviiviiiinni i, 282.6 277.0 285,7 - 289.5 274, 2
Gasandelectricity ... ..o it it i 210.9 196.9 217.8 193.2 248.5 195, 4
Household furnishings and operation. ..............cc0vvune 175.9 167. 6 161. 0 168. 8 178.4 172.3
Apparel and UPKEeP . + ..o u vttt 153, 4 140.9 145.2 144, 4 146. 6 141.8
Men'sand boys’ . ... ... i i 154.3 136.5 151. 0 137.3 141.9 148.0
Women'sand girls’ . . ......oviieerecrcnrnnnaoacnsnnanss 144. 7 129.5 129.4 139, 7 135.1 120, 2
FOOTWBAN . ...ttt 157.0 151.7 153, 6 147.7 153.6 154.3
Transportation . .. ..oviininin e in i e 178.2 183, 0 175.8 180. 4 194. 4 183.9
L T 177.8 183.3 176.0 182.2 184.7 184.9
PUBlIC. . oo e 181.5 181.8 171.3 146, 1 231.5 178.0
Health and recreation ..............oeeenvnenenenenenenans 172.3 173.7 185. 6 168. 8 179.1 176. 4
Medical care. ......oouunniiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiinas 200.5 205. 4 233,2 201.7 216. 1 217. 4
PErSONal CBIE ... v v e vesesseieae et euneneananarnnnenen 169.5 (%) (3 (% 175, 0 (*)
Reading and recreation .............cvieeereninrennnnss 156. 8 157.3 155, 7 144, 2 162.0 156, 8
Other goods and SErvices .. .........ccveveerernnnennnenn. 158. 0 160.0 162.9 158.1 163.3 158, 2
Percent changes, February 1977 to May 1977
AN IS, ottt eansstetetotetaneancnnns 2.0 1,9 2.4 1.2 1.4 2.5
LT O 2.1 2.3 2.0 2.3 1.7 2.0
Foodathome ......oiiiiiiininrnvneienaneernnnrans 1.9 2.0 1.7 1.9 1.6 1.4
Cereals and bakery products. ... .. coveeeeneennnnannnnn, 1.4 3.2 3.9 -. 6 1.7 .6
Meats, poultry, andfish.........cocoiiiiiiiennnnnaa, .7 1.5 1.4 -.3 .5 .9
Dairy products. .. .. PR PPN 1.2 .6 .9 .2 1.9 1.0
Fruitsandvegetables . . ... .covviniriniiiinerinnnnns .2 1.3 1.6 -.1 -2.5 1.4
Otherfoodathome . ... ..coviiivnieiieniennnrenans 5.4 3.4 1.6 8.4 6.2 2.8
Food away fromhome . ........civvineiiirineennennennn 2.9 3.5 3.5 3.3 2.1 4.5
HOUSING . v vttt it iit it i it ine s tee i iin i enns 1.8 1.2 1.6 .7 1.3 2.5
Shelter 1.9 .5 1.6 .7 1.3 3.4
Rent, residential ........... 0ottt 1.3 3.5 ® %16 (%) 3.8
Homeownership .........ccoviviiiiiiiiiiaann, 2.1 .3 1.6 .1 1.6 3.7
Fuelandutilities ..........coviniiiiiiiiiiiiiininnenes 1.9 4.0 1.1 .9 1.5 2.4
Fuetoilandcoal......ooiviiininin o rnernnsennsenns 1.5 2.4 2.8 - -.5 1.4
Gasand eleCtricity . . ..o ooivnn e it 2.7 6.6 .1 1.4 3.5 4.4
Household furnishings and operation .. .................... 1.3 1.5 1.8 .8 1.0 1.0
Apparel and UPKeEP . v .o it i i i e e et 1.7 1.5 .2 .1 .5 .7
Men’s and boys! . .. ,. et e e 2.5 4,5 -3.8 -. 4 2.8 2.1
Women' sand girls’ ... ...ttt it 1.0 -1,6 .9 s 1 -3.0 -1.6
FOOtWEAr . ..t i i i i e 1.7 3.4 2.5 .1 2.1 1.4
TranSPOrtatioN, ... ovvut s rnn e rineenneniaanrasossnes 2.8 3.0 4.8 2.3 1.6 5.7
Private .. ..o e e e e 3.0 3.5 5.1 2.3 1.7 4.1
PUBIIC. .o e e i e e 1.5 .3 .6 .7 1.3 16.1
Healthand recreation ............coovnivinnniniiernnennnnss 1.5 1.3 3.4 .8 1.4 1.4
Medical Care. . .....oiviiiiiniinineniiiiiiiivieinnnas 2.4 1.7 6.1 1.6 2.5 2.4
Personalcare ............. 1.7 (?) (?) (?) .6 (?)
Reading and recreation, . . . .8 .8 .2 -.3 .6 1.0
Other goods and services .7 .6 1.5 .6 1.1 .1

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 7. CPl—selected areas’. by expenditure class — Continued

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)

Expenditure class Buffalo Cleveland Dallas Milwaukee I;:;o Seattle Washington
Indexes, May 1977
AlTITEMS ..ot i i i et e e 181.3 %179.9 179.4 178.0 180. 6 r176.2 182.2
Food ..o e e s 188.5 200,2 191.0 190.2 190.7 187. 6 198.7
Foodathome. ......ovinieivt it 186.5 200. 6 185.9 187. 6 180.7 186.7 193,4
Cereals and bakery products . ..........c.ovveneennennen. 182.5 196.0 181. 6 184,8 171.2 178.2 191. 8
Meats, poultry, and fish .. .. ... .. ... o, 171, 7 177.7 170.1 175.5 176.2 181, 3 172. 3
Dairy products. . ... cvvit ittt i e e 171. 7 191.2 165. 8 180.3 159, 6 169.0 164.2
Fruitsandvegetables . . ....... .. ... .c.ocivnininnua.. 193.3 199.7 190.1 192.2 179. 6 174, 7 205.9
Other f00d 3t hOME . . ..ot iit e eeaarreaeeanannnes 217.9 247.5 217.3 209.9 211. 4 222.6 236.3
Food away from home. . .. ..o iiinnin e 199. 6 198.2 209. 6 200,3 216,0 190, 2 212.3
HOUSING + o v v ettt ettt e e e e et eeeeeareaneeeanns 191.3 5174.7 182, 3 177.5 196.5 187.7 6185.4
Shelter 178.7 7168.7 184.0 174.1 217. 6 197. 6 183.1
Rent, residential. .. ... .oooveiiriiiei i 155.7 138.0 138.8 151. 6 168.9 151, 5 157.4
Homeownership. . .......co it 182.8 8174,0 204. 2 181.1 237.8 2113 198.1
Fuelandutilities ........oooovviiii i, 257.5 213.7 191.7 203.7 155. 3 176.2 9209.4
Fueloilandcoal ..........covviniiiniinnnnnnnnnn, 293.6 - - 302, 2 - 257.2 293,1
Gasand electriCity . ... .vvuviiii i 276.7 229.9 235.0 215,0 172.8 142. 3 10243, 3
Household furnishings and operation........ .............. 177. 4 172.0 172.7 168. 7 162. 4 171. 6 177.8
Apparel and UPKEEP . . v v v vttt i 174.8 155.3 151.0 169.9 147.7 153, 1 152.2
Men'sandboys' . ... ... i i 214. 4 153, 2 151, 9 166.3 157.7 154.1 154, 5
Women'sand gifls’ . ..o it i s 162.7 154, 0 135.8 175.4 133,2 143, 9 136.5
FOOtWEAN . ..ot ittt it et e s 159.3 147.8 156. 6 166.7 144.3 155. 6 154, 7
Transportation. ... ... ittt i it 171.5 170.7 . 184.9 174.2 174.2 160.0 175.4
L 17 1 172.2 179.3 186.1 172.4 176.0 161.9 175.5
PUDIIC .« vttt ittt 162. 1 115, 4 168, 1 195. 1 141, 0 149, 6 175.3
Healthandrecreation ............ccoiuviinnnvnnnrannnnn.s 166, 2 186.5 173.5 171.7 165.4 164, 7 179.0
Medical care. .......c.uiiii i i 180.9 224.0 193.7 198.7 194. 4 190.8 214.5
Personalcare .......cvoiiiii ittt 167.9 187.2 177. 6 171.9 159.9 171, 7 165.3
Reading and recreation ............eiiiieeeieriarainaan 156.8 161.3 159. 6 164, 6 148. 0 154, 1 155.3
Other goods and Services . ...........cvveuninnrernnnnnns 159, 2 170.5 154. 4 155.3 152.9 148.3 177.0
Percent changes, February 1977 to May 1977

S LR T 1T PP 2.1 1.9 2,4 2.5 2.3 2.7 2.1
C < T 1.2 3.5 1.9 1.9 3.0 3.0 2,1
Foodathome ........c.coiniiiiiiiiiiiniinininnrenns .9 3.7 1.3 1.4 2.3 3.1 1.4
Cereals and bakery products ..........oovivivnrenanan 1.6 2.7 1.8 2,8 -.5 2.2 -.4
Meats, poultry, andfish. ............c.c0iieinnnnnnnn. 0 -.3 1.7 -.4 1.1 2.9 1.6
Dairy products. . .. cov ittt it .9 4,8 -7 2.0 .1 1.3 .8
Fruitsand vegetables .. ..........cooveeinriniinenn.. -2.8 6.2 -1.3 .5 1.9 -1 .8
Other foodathome.............oooiiiiiiiiiiiian.. 4,4 7.3 3.2 3,0 7.3 7.1 2.6
Foodaway fromhome .............coviiiiiiiiiininns 2.7 1.9 3.8 3.8 4.7 2.5 3.8
HOUSING « oottt i it et e 2.5 .6 2.9 2.7 1.8 3.8 1.9
Sheler . . et e 4.1 .2 2.6 3.2 2.4 6.1 1.8
Rent, residential .. ...c.vveniieriineneernanennnanan 1.3 1.5 2.4 1.7 2.7 1.7 1.5
HOmMeownership. .. ..vveviriiiinerennnrnnnenenananns 4,5 0 2,6 3.6 2.3 7.1 2.1
Fuelandutilities . ..........c.coiiiiiiniinnnnuenninns .5 .9 5.6 1.7 0 -.8 2.0
Fueloilandcoal ......iivun i inneennenns 1.1 - - 1.5 - 2.1 1.3
GasandeleCtricity ... ..o oottt e 1.0 1.2 5.7 2,0 0 -6.3 1.9
Household furnishings and operation. ...........c.ocouvu... .3 2.1 2.3 1.9 .7 .9 2.0
Apparel and UPKEEP . . oo v i vet ittt it 5.5 2,0 .9 3.5 2.8 1.8 2.3
Men’ s and BOYS ..o oottt it it et e 6.4 2.1 -.1 2.5 5.1 2.1 4,2
Women'sand girls’ . . ....oueiii i e e 7.5 2.2 2.3 5.5 1.9 1,7 1.5
FOOIWEAN . . ottt ittt tie i it i 3.0 .5 1.5 .3 1.1 2.9 .1
Transportation . ........c.ovieeuerirecnenranrocececnnanas 2.3 2.6 3.5 2.9 2.3 2.3 3.0
L7 2.5 2.9 3.7 3.2 2,3 2.6 2.6
Public. ... .5 .6 .2 .4 2.3 .8 5,0
Healthandrecreation. . ........ovivei i inneennniens .7 1.8 2.0 2.3 2.2 .9 1,7
Medicalgare. . ..ottt .6 2.5 2.8 3.8 2.9 1.8 2,2
Personalcare .......cvuivvniinnniiiunnerennannennnan -.1 3.1 3.3 1.9 2.2 1.1 2.6
Reading and recreation . .............cveniiiunirenaannn 1.8 .9 1.1 1.5 1.6 -.1 1.4
Other goods and ServiCes ....ovveerenvrvnenneennereneaan .4 1.0 .2 1.7 1.7 .6 .9

! See footnote 1, table 5. April 1976, 169.1; May 1976, 169.0; June 1976, 170.8; July 1976, 171.1; August 1976,

? Not available, 174.2; September 1976, 174.1; October 1976, 176.7; November 1976, 192.0; December

3 Change from March 1977. 1976, 202.8; Annual average 1976, 175.7. January 1977, 206.2; February 1977, 205.3;

: Revised index: February 1977, 176.6. March 1977, 209.9; April 1977, 209.5.

L]

Revised index: February 1977, 173.6.

Revised indexes: February 1976, 168.4; May 1976, 172.0; August 1976, 174.6;

November 1976, 177.5; Annual average 1796, 173.2.

k)
L

? Revised indexes: January 1976, 167.4; February 1976, 170.8; March 1976, 170.5;
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Revised index: February 1977, 168.3.
Revised index: February 1977, 174.0.
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1% Revised indexes: January 1976, 183.4; February 1976, 185.8; March 1976, 182.7;
April 1976, 180.1; May 1976, 179.6; June 1976, 181.4; July 1976, 181.8; August
1976, 183.0; September 1976, 182.1; October 1976, 186.5; November 1976, 215.2;
December 1976, 236.0; Annual average 1976, 189.8; January 1977, 242.0; February
1977, 238.6; March 1977, 244.9; April 1977, 244.2.

r=revised.
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Table 8. CPI—food groups, selected areas

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Food at home
Food
Area’ Total Cereals Meats, ) Frisits Other away
food Total and poultry, Dairy and foods from
bakery and fish products vegetables at home
products home
Indexes, May 1977
US.cityaverage ............cocnvvreenenn. 191.7 189.8 182.5 175.9 173.1 195.1 \ 224. 6 199. 3
Atlanta ... . ..o i s 194, 7 193.8 188.4 175.9 187.5 215.8 211, 7 197.4
Baltimore .........ooviiiuniunnenninnnan 194.5 192.1 177.3 180.3 172.5 205. 4 224.1 203, 4
BOSION .. \iutniet ettt 189.5 186, 7 186.0 175.9 164.5 194.1 218, 7 199.3
Buffalo...........coiiiiiiii i, 188.5 186.5 182.5 171. 7 171.7 193.3 217.9 199. 6
Chicago .....oviiiiin it 189.0 186.8 185.2 177. 4 163.7 197.4 217, 4 197.7
Cincinnati ....oouinniniii it 198.0 200.5 195, 2 183, 3 178.5 203.1 245, 8 188. 6
Cleveland ............ .. 0ottt 200, 2 200.6 196, 0 177.7 191.2 199, 7 247.5 198.2
Dallas .......oiviiiiiiiiiiiin i, 191.0 185.9 181.6 170. 1 165.8 190. 1 217, 3 209. 6
Detroit .. ..vvvirieinine it 185. 4 182.4 194, 4 171.4 172.2 172.9 209.9 199.0
Honolulu ........ ...t 192.5 188.5 175.9 183.2 186.2 194. 6 205.5 204,11
HOUSTON . ...ttt i 198.4 192.5 180, 4 187.6 183.1 197.0 209. 4 219.3
Kansas City .....oovnniinnnnnanennnn, 192. 6 189, 3 180. 6 173.3 181.7 184.4 225.3 202.9
Los Angeles—LongBeach ................. 184.5 182, 8 180.2 173.3 155.7 178.1 221.7 189.2
Milwaukee ........... ... ... il 190, 2 187. 6 184.8 175.5 180. 3 192.2 209.9 200.3
Minneapolis—St. Paul ..................... 196. 1 190.1 189. 8 176.0 186. 6 180.9 216.9 222.8
N.Y.~Northeastem N.J ................... 195, 2 196. 1 184.3 176.3 177.8 212.6 239.9 192.9
Philadelphia ...........c.c0viiiiniiennen 198, 2 194.0 192.1 182. 6 173.9 203.6 224.7 216.1
Pittsburgh ............ ... oo, 192.9 189. 6 191.0 178.6 167.5 196.9 217.0 212.8
St. Louis 193.2 192, 8 195, 3 170. 8 175.3 196, 4 235.5 195.3
San Diego 190, 7 180, 7 171.2 176.2 159, 6 179.6 211.4 216.0
San Francisco—Oakland ................... 187.7 190, 4 177. 6 183.0 165.1 184.2 235.8 178.4
Seattle .................. et 187. 6 186.7 178.2 181.3 169.0 174.7 222.6 190. 2
Washington ........c.iiiiiiiiiinnnrnns 198.7 193.4 191.8 172.3 164, 2 205.9 236.3 212.3
Percent changes, April 1977 to May 1977
US. City average .......couvvvvrerennerrans 0.4 0.3 -0.1 0.7 1.0 -3.9 2.5 0.9
-.3 -.6 -2.1 .2 -1 -2.0 .2 .5
.7 .7 3.9 .6 1.8 -4.2 2.4 .3
.2 0 .5 1.0 .4 -4,0 1.3 .6
-.1 -4 -.4 .4 1.1 -5.7 1.9 1.1
Lot 1T -.1 -.3 -.5 1.3 .3 -6.0 1.6 .9
Cincinnati  .....covirire et .7 .6 1.3 .2 .6 -2.5 3.3 1.3
Cleveland .........oiiiiiiiiiniinniennn, .7 .5 -3.0 1.1 4.5 -3.1 1.9 1.0
Dalas .........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiininn, .4 -. 1 .4 1.8 .2 -6.9 2.2 1.8
Detroit ......cvtiiiiiiiirieerinnranns .5 .2 -1.6 1.3 .2 -2.7 1.9 2.0
Honolulu ... ....oiviviiiiiiiiiiinnen, .3 .3 .7 -.2 .5 -1.3 2.3 .2
Houston. ... o.vvtiiiieiniiiniennnnevnnn .5 .5 .7 2.5 .7 -3.3 .6 .3
KansasCity ....vovvvienneniinnenennneans .8 1.0 -4 .9 2.6 -2.3 2.8 .4
Los Angeles—{longBeach .................. .5 .6 -2 1.3 .5 -3.5 3.0 .4
Milwaukee .. ..... ..ot .9 .2 2.3 -.5 1.3 -3.5 1.6 (3)
Minneapolis—St. Paul ..................... .8 .8 -.9 1.4 1.5 -2.9 3.4 .6
N.Y.~Northeastem NJ ................... .6 .7 .3 1.3 1.5 -3.9 3.1 .5
Philadelphia ............... . oo, .2 .1 -2.5 .9 .8 -2,2 2.1 .5
Pittsburgh .......... e .1 -.1 -.2 -7 4,2 -2.8 .6 1.0
SLLOUIS ..ottt .5 .4 .7 .7 -1,0 -3.6 3.7 1.0
SN DIEGO ...t 2,0 .8 B | 2.4 .7 -2.8 2.5 (%)
San Francisco—Oakland ................... 1.2 1.2 .7 1.3 1.4 -3.9 5.1 1.3
Seattle ... ...t i 1.7 1.8 1.7 2.5 1.4 -4.6 5.5 1.1
Washington .........cooviiiiiiiininine, .5 0 -.7 .5 .7 -3.9 1.9 1.8
! See footnote 1, table 5. ?  Not available,
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Table 9. CPl—gasoline indexes, U.S. city average and selected areas

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, January 1976=100)

Leaded regular gasoline Unleaded regular gasotine Premium gasoline
|Percent change| Percent change |Percent change
Area ' Index to May index to May Index to May
1977 from— 1977 from— 1977 fronr—
April May April April May April April May April
1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977
!
U.S.cityaverage ............... 105.9 107.1 1.1 107.5 109. 0@ 1.4 106. 3 107.5 1.1
Atlanta .......... ..ol 105.3 106. 0 .7 109.8 110.3 .5 108, 4 109.1 .6
Baltimore..................... 103.3 104, 1 .8 106. 1 107.0 .8 104, 2 105.5 1,2
Boston ........ooviiiiini 104, 6 106.5 1.8 109.5 111.2 1.6 106.5 108.1 1.5
Buffalo............... . ... 105.7 106.9 1,1 106. 2 107.8 1.5 105.9 107. 1 1.1
Chicago ..........ovvvvunnnn. 107.0 108.0 .9 108.5 109. 4 .8 107. 7 108, 7 .9
Cincinnati .........ooiveieu.., 104, 7 105, 8 1.1 107. 6 109, 2 1.5 105. 1 106. 5 1.3
Cleveland ... ...t 102.2 103. 0 .8 105. 5 107.1 1.5 103.9 104, 5 .6
Dallas............ccvvvvnn.n. 108.1 109.9 1.7 109.5 111. 6 1.9 107.7 109.8 1.9
Detroit. ......coviivunnnnnnn 105.5 106.9 1.3 109.0 110. 7 1.6 106.9 108. 6 1.6
Honolulu ..................... 103.8 103.9 .1 104.0 104, 7 .7 103, 5 104.0 .5
Houston...........cooouunnnn. 109.2 110.4 1.1 110.9 112.2 1.2 108. 2 109. 6 1.3
KansasCity ........oovvvnnnn.u, 107.7 108, 1 .4 110, 0 110, 1 .1 107.8 108, 1 .3
Los Angeles—Long Beach......... 107.3 107.9 .6 107.6 108. 3 .7 106. 6 107.2 .6
Milwaukee . ................... 106. 7 108, 3 1.5 109.0 110.5 1.4 106. 7 108.3 1.5
Minneapolis—St. Paul . ........... 106, 7 107, 8 1.0 109.2 110.8 1.5 108. 7 109.7 .9
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J .......... 103.3 103.8 .5 106. 3 107. 6 1.2 104.8 105, 6 .8
Philadelphia................... 105.0 106, 2 1.1 108.8 109, 8 .9 106. 4 108, 1 1.6
Pittsburgh .................... 107, 1 107.1 [ 109, 4 109, 4 0 107.8 107.8 0
St LOUIS «.vuviiiniiiniann 107.6 108. 6 .9 108. 6 109. 6 .9 107.3 108.1 .7
SanDiego ......viiiiiniiiians 106. 0 106, 3 .3 107.0 107.9 .8 106.0 106.5 .5
San Francisco—Oakland. ......... 106. 1 106. 8 .7 105.9 106. 8 .8 105, 2 105. 8 .6
Seattle .......oovviiiinenins 107.1 107.9 .7 107.1 108.1 .9 106. 8 107. 6 .7
Washington ................... 106. 0 107.0 .9 108.9 109, 9 .9 106. 8 107.8 .9

! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those established
politan Statistical Area {SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.

Table 10. CPl—gasoline average prices, U.S. city average and selected areas

(C: price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)
Leaded regular gasoline 1 Unleaded regular gasoline ] Premium gasoline
Area ' Average price per gallon
March April May March April May March April May
1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977

U.S. city average ..... PR $0.612 $0.619 $0.626 $0.643 $0., 651 $0. 659 $0.661 $0. 669 $0.676
Atlanta. . .....oovieiiien . . 597 . 607 1 .612 .638 . 660 . 663 . 654 . 679 . 684
Baltimore..................... .623 . 618 | . 622 . 648 .651 . 657 . 671 .671 . 680
BOSION .« vvvvvv i . 607 612 | . 624 . 651 . 658 . 669 . 662 . 670 . 680
Buffalo....................... .617 . 628 . 635 . 645 . 655 . 665 . 668 . 679 . 686
Chicago ........coevveveven.n . 630 E . 641 . 647 .673 . 685 . 691 . 679 .692 . 698
Cincinnati .....o.veviinan.. .598 | . 602 . 608 . 630 . 637 . 647 . 648 . 654 . 663
Cleveland . ................uu.e .596 .598 ! . 603 .633 . 627 . 637 . 649 . 652 . 656
Dallas........oovivinnnnenans. .576 .581 ! .591 .599 . 608 . 620 .617 . 623 . 636
DErOIt. . .. oveeueieeiennnnes . 603 L611 .619 . 649 . 658 . 669 . 667 .676 . 686
Homolulu ........... ... ..ot . 707 LT 712 .722 T, 723 .729 . 749 . 752 . 756
Houston..............cooivunnn . 562 .575 . 582 .591 . 605 .612 .611 . 623 . 631
Kansas City ...o.vvvvenennnnn.s .588 .596 ! .599 .617 . 627 .627 .638 . 646 . 647
Los Angeles—Long Beach......... . 625 .626 | . 630 . 655 . 657 . 661 . 666 . 668 . 672
Milwaukee ...........ooviiene .573 .581 ' . 589 . 609 . 617 . 625 . 626 . 633 . 642
Minneapolis—St. Paul............ .597 .613 . 620 . 630 . 646 . 655 . 672 . 688 . 695
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J . . ........ .612 .617 . 620 . 644 . 653 . 661 672 . 680 . 685
Philadelphia................... . 607 .612 | .619 . 658 . 666 . 672 . 678 . 682 . 693
Pittsburgh. . ...............aas, .611 . 622 . 622 . 647 .658 . 658 . 666 . 674 . 674
SLLOUIS «ovvniiiniii e .598 . 610 .616 . 621 . 632 . 638 . 648 . 659 . 664
San Diego. ..o i . 634 . 639 . 641 . 670 . 672 . 678 . 684 . 689 . 692
San Francisco—Oakland. ......... . 649 . 651 . 655 . 667 . 669 . 675 . 690 . 693 . 697
Seattle .......coovniiiiieiiiinn .610 . 614 .619 . 632 . 636 . 642 . 657 . 660 . 665
Washington ...........c..0.u.. .628 . 638 . 644 . 672 . 683 . 684 . 691 . 700 . 707

! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those established
politan Statistical Area {SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.

r=revised.
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Appendix: Technical Notes

Brief Explanation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average
changes in prices of goods and services usually bought
by urban wage earners and clerical workers. It is based
on prices of about 400 items which were selected to rep-
resent the movement of prices of all goods and services
purchased by wage earners and clerical workers. Prices
for these items are obtained in urban portions of 39
major statistical areas and 17 smaller cities, which were
chosen to represent all urban places in the United States.
They are collected from about 18,000 establishments—
grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling stations,
and other types of stores and service establishments.

Prices of food, fuels, and a few other items are
obtained every month in all 56 locations. Prices of most
other commodities and services are collected every month
in the five largest areas and every 3 months in other
areas. Prices of most goods and services are obtained by

personal visits of the Bureau’s trained representatives.
Mail questionnaires are used to obtain local transit fares,
public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices, and
certain other items.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various
items in each location are averaged together with weights
which represent their importance in the spending of all
wage earners and clerical workers. Local data are then
combined to obtain a U.S. city average. Separate indexes
are also published for 23 areas.

The index measures price changes from a designated
reference date—1967—which equals 100.0. An increase
of 22 percent, for example, is shown as 122.0. This
change can also be expressed in dollars as follows: The
price of a base period ‘“‘market basket” of goods and
services bought by urban wage earners and clerical workers
has risen from $10 in 1967 to $12.20.

A Note About Calculating Index Changes

Movements of the indexes from one month to another
are usually expressed as percent changes rather than
changes in index points because index point changes are
affected by the level of the index in relation to its base
period while percent changes are not. The example in the
accompanying box illustrates the computation of index
point and percent changes.

Seasonally adjusted percent changes in the U.S. All
Items Index are based on seasonal adjustment factors
and seasonally adjusted indexes carried to two decimal
places. This procedure helps to eliminate rounding error
in the percent changes.

Percent changes for 3-month and 6-month periods
are expressed as annual rates and are computed accord-
ing to the standard formula for compound growth rates.
These data indicate what the percent change would be
if the current rate were maintained for a 12-month

period. BLS does not publish annual rates based on
data for 1 month.

Index Point Change

CPi 1238

Less previous index 123.2
Equals index point change: 0.6

Percent Change

index point difference, 0.6
Divided by the previous index, 123.2
Equals, 0.005
Results multiplied by one hundred 0.005x100
Equals percent change: 0.5

A Note on Seasonally Adjusted and Unadjusted Data

Because price data are used for different purposes by
different groups, the Bureau of Labor Statistics publishes
seasonally adjusted as well as unadjusted changes each
month.

For analyzing general price trends in the economy,
seasonally adjusted changes are usually preferred, since
they eliminate the effect of changes that normally occur
at the same time and in about the same magnitude every
year—such as price movements resulting from changing

climatic conditions, production cycles, model change-
overs, holidays, and sales.

The unadjusted data are of primary interest to con-
sumers concerned about the prices they actually pay.
Unadjusted data are also used extensively for escalation
purposes. Many collective bargaining contract agreements
and pension plans, for example, tie compensation changes
to the Consumer Price Index unadjusted for seasonal
variation.
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Reliability of Percent Changes in the CPI

A system of “replicated” samples introduced into the
index structure in the 1964 revision permits an estimate of
sampling error for the CPI. ! The table below shows
standard errors for monthly, quarterly, and annual percent

Average standard errors of percent changes in the
CP1 based on 1976 data

Standard error
Component Monthly Quarterly Annual
change change change
Allitems ............. .04 .05 .10
Foodathome ......... 10 A1 22
Food away from home .. .08 14 31
Housing.............. .06 10 .18
Apparel and upkeep. . ... .16 27 .25
Transportation......... .07 12 .20
Medical care........... 14 .19 27
Personalcare .......... 16 .26 .64
Reading and recreation .. .09 .16 33
Other goods and

SEervices ............. A1 12 .18
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changes in the CPI for all items and for nine commodity
groupings based on 1975 averages. The figures may be
interpreted as follows: The chances are about 95 out of
100 that the percent change in the CPI as computed differs
from the corresponding “complete coverage” change by
less than twice the standard error,

Because the CPI is rounded to one decimal place, some
ambiguity may arise in interpreting small index changes.
As the table indicates, for example, a month-to-month
change of 0.1 percent in the allitems CPI is significant.
Because of rounding, however, a change of this size in the
published index might result from a much smaller change in
the unrounded value. Hence, any particular change of 0.1
percent may or may not be significant. On the other hand,
a nublished change of 0.2 percent for a 1-month period
is always significant.

This replaces the table of average errors based on 1975
data which was included in the CPI report through
December 1976.

1 The method of deriving these estimates is described in a

paper by Marvin Wilkerson, “Measurement of Sampling Error
in the Consumer Price Index,” Journal of the American Statistical
Assoclation, September 1967.
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