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Price Movements
March 1976

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) rose 0.2 percent in
March, before seasonal adjustment, to 167.5 percent of its
1967 base. The CPI in March was 6.1 percent higher than
in March 1975.

Seasonally adjusted changes

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI rose 0.2 percent
in March. In February, the increase was 0.1 percent. These
increases compare with a rise of 0.4 percent in January and
an average monthly increase of 0.6 percent in the last 3
months of 1975. The indexes for food and gasoline de-
clined substantially in March as they had in February.
Prices of most other commodities increased moderately in
March; a notable exception was used car prices which rose
sharply. Charges for consumer services continued to rise
rapidly.

Price changes, first quarter

The CPI rose at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 2.9
percent for the 3 months ending in March. This was the
slowest pace in almost 4 years and compares with a steady
rise of about 7 percent in 1975. Declines in food and fuel
prices accounted for much of the slowdown in the first
quarter. Prices of other commodities rose at a moderate
pace—about the same as in the preceding 3 quarters.
Charges for consumer services continued the rapid rise
evident since mid-1975 (table B).

Changes in the CPI are influenced partly by behavior of
prices at the producers’ level. The Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) measures prices of food and industrial commodities
at all stages of production, but it has no services component.
The WPI component most nearly comparable to the com-
modities component of the CPI is the index for finished
consumer goods.

Table A. Percent changes in CPl and components, selected periods

Changes in all items
Changes from preceding month Compound
annual rate Erom
Month N From 12 months
Al items Food Commodities Services 3 months ago
less food
ago
Unad- {Seasonally] Unad- |Seasonally] Unad- [Seasonally] Unad- {Seasonally| Seasonally Unad-
justed | adjusted } justed | adjusted | justed } adjusted| justed | adjusted adjusted justed
1975:
March............ 0.4 0.4 -0.2 -0.3 0.8 0.6 0.4 0.6 6.6 10.3
April............. 5 5 -1 2 .8 5 B 6 5.7 10.2
May .......c00nns 4 5 4 9 6 3 2 A4 5.7 9.5
June ............. 8 .7 1.5 1.2 5 4 7 7 7.0 93
July L. 1.1 1.0 24 1.8 7 9 5 5 9.1 9.7
August ........... 3 4 -3 -2 5 6 5 4 8.5 8.6
September ........ 5 4 -2 3 5 3 1.0 .8 7.4 7.8
October........... 6 6 7 9 5 3 6 6 5.8 7.6
November......... 6 .6 A4 6 3 3 1.1 1.0 6.8 7.3
December ......... 4 5 5 K} A 4 6 6 7.3 7.0
1976:
January........... 2 4 A -2 -3 2 1.0 1.1 6.5 6.8
February.......... 2 A -4 -1.0 3 3 7 7 4.4 6.3
March............ .2 .2 -7 -.8 4 3 6 7 29 6.1
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Table B. Quarterly percent changes in selected components of the Consumer and Wholesale Price Indexes,

1975-76
Compound annual rate, seasonally adjusted, for 3 months ending—
Component 1975 1976
March June September December March
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
A ItemMS. . ..ttt e e e e 6.6 7.0 7.4 7.3 29
| L=« 5 9.7 80 8.3 -75
Commoditieslessfood . .................... 8.0 5.3 7.5 4.3 29
SeIVICES. . .ot e e e 9.3 6.8 7.4 93 11.1
All items less food and energy items . ......... 9.4 5.1 5.8 7.1 7.7
Commodities less food and energy items. .. .. 9.4 4.2 5.0 44 5.2
Services less energy items . ............... 7.4 5.7 8.2 9.7 9.7
Energy items (gas, electricity, fuel cil,
coal, gasoline, motoroil} . ............... 14 17.0 236 6.0 —-8.3
WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX
Allcommodities. . .......coitiiinnrnnnnnnn.. -5.2 6.5 10.8 6.5 -18
Farm products and processed foods and feeds ... -24.7 18.3 183 —-4.1 —15.8
Crude foodsand feeds................... —~37.4 63.8 17.0 -2.4 —-24.7
Intermediate materiats for food
manufacturing ........... ... ..., —46.6 -394 223 -26.2 -11.1
Consumerfoods. . ...................... -143 28.7 11.2 9 —20.5
Industrial commodities. .. .................. 3.9 2.4 8.0 10.8 3.2
Crude materials exceptfoods ............. -13.0 135 16.7 44 19
Intermediate materials except feeds ........ 4.4 -2 58 1214 3.7
Producers’ finishedgoods ................ 12.7 48 6.3 9.1 6.8
Consumer finished goods except food....... 35 41 10.7 9.3 5

The WPI for consumer finished goods declined at a
7.8-percent rate in the 3 months ending in March. The
decline followed a deceleration in 1975 from a 13.9-percent
rate of advance in the second quarter to 5.6 percent in the
fourth quarter. The deceleration in 1975 was primarily due
to changes in the food component; nonfood commodities
rose at rapid rates in the third and fourth quarters of 1975.
For the 3 months ending in March 1976, the consumer food
index declined sharply while the index for nonfood com-
modities held almost steady (table C).

Consumer foods

Food prices in the WPI declined at a 20.5-percent rate in
the first quarter, following a small rise of 0.9 percent in the
final quarter of 1975. Lower prices by processors led to
declines in retail prices in the first quarter for most grocery
store foods, including beef, pork, poultry, eggs, fresh and
processed fruits and vegetables, sugar, cereal and bakery
products, and fats and oil products. Thus, the index for
food purchased in grocery stores—the major portion of
the food index in the CPI—declined at an 11.7-percent
rate, compared with increases of 8 to 11 percent in the
preceding 3 quarters.

Declines in food prices can be traced to sharply lower
prices at all stages of food production—crude, semi-
processed, and processed. Cattle prices fell at an annual
rate of about 65 percent as marketings increased. In con-
trast to 1975, when record numbers of grass-fed cattle
were marketed, much of the expansion in marketings this
winter was in grain-fed cattle. More cattle were placed in
feedlots after mid-1975 as a result of lower feed costs and
favorable prices cattlemen were receiving for their livestock.
As beef production increased, processors’ prices declined
68.7 percent and retail prices fell 37.3 percent in the first
3 months of 1976. According to the Department of Agri-
culture, 6.3 million head of cattle were marketed in the
first quarter of 1976; in the second quarter, cattlemen
expect to market 6 percent less. Cattle placed on feed
during the first quarter totaled 5.4 million head or 14 per-
cent more than the very low level in the first quarter of
1975. On April 1, feedlots in the 23 major feeding states
had 10.8 million head of cattle-—28 percent more than on
April 1, 1975, but still 12 percent less than on April 1,1974.

In the first quarter of 1976,live and processed poultry
prices also moved down sharply—by more than 40
percent—and retail prices declined 34 percent. Poultry
production was increased in late 1975 as a result of lower
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Table C. Quarterly percent change in wholesale and retail prices for consumer goods and services,

1975-76
Compound annual rate, seasonally adjusted, for 3 months ending—
Goods and services Index 1975 1976
March June September December March
Consumer goods. .. ..ovveuieness CPI 5.1 6.9 7.8 5.9 -1.2
WP ~4.4 139 10.7 5.6 -7.8
Food.....oovivinnnneennans CP! 5 9.7 8.0 8.3 -79
WPI -14.3 28.7 11.2 K] -20.5
Commodities less food ........ CP{ 8.0 6.3 75 43 29
. WPI 35 41 10.7 9.3 5
Nondurables less food ..... CPI 4.1 49 8.2 4.2 8
WPH 2.3 54 144 a5 -~.9
Apparel less footwear. . . . CP!l -6 -3 41 3.2 23
WPI 3 -35 9 68 9.8
Footwear ............. CPI 49 -3 14 4.2 45
WP1 1.7 33 76 3.8 7.4
Gasoline? ............ cpl ~-3.7 170 30.0 2.7 -17.7
WPI -34 23.0 72.7 131 —26.7
Fueloil .............. CPI ~75 145 28.8 21 -8.1
WPI{ ~25.4 13.8 424 316 -215
Tobacco products. . ... .. CP1 74 3 21 6.6 8.2
WPI 6.4 -8 2.7 26.4 8
Durables ' ............... CPI 13.6 6.3 6.2 44 6.9
WPI 6.1 1.2 44 9.2 34
Newcars ............. CPlI 9.3 3 6.1 144 2.4
WPI 3.7 1.8 3.7 15.7 26
Furniture . ............ CPI 6.3 7.4 3.9 47 38
WPI 2.8 -1.1 36 8.7 4.1
Appliances including
radioand TV ......... CPI 7.5 4.2 45 3.7 54
WPI 6.1 4.2 24 45 2.0
Services .......cvviiiaeinena.. CPi 9.3 6.8 7.4 9.3 10.6
Rent.........ovivvivennnn. CPt 5.2 45 48 6.5 5.5
Household lessrent. . ......... CP! 10.3 84 49 9.3 9.1
Medicatcare . ............... CPI 14.5 9.2 10.5 7.2 14.0
Transportation . ............. CPI| 6.7 55 16.7 189 21.1
Otherservices .. . ............ CPI 7.2 3.2 5.7 5.6 79

! Includes items not listed.

feed costs and higher chicken prices in late summer
and early fall. The downtrend in hog and wholesale pork
prices, which began in the fourth quarter of 1975, continued
until late in the first quarter. The declines were primarily
due to consumer resistance to high prices and abundant
supplies of beef and poultry. The upturn late in the quarter
was due to smaller supplies of marketable hogs. Although
a record corn crop was predicted for 1975-76, hog pro-
ducers were cautious about increasing pig crops last fall.
However, a report released by the Department of Agriculture
in mid-March indicated that the 14 major hog-producing
States expected a 12-percent increase in the December
1975-May 1976 pig crop compared with a year earlier. This
would be the first year-to-year increase in 5 years.

After rising sharply in the second half of 1975, milk
prices at the farm level and processors’ prices for dairy

2 CPl inctudes motor oil. Aiso see note on Gasoline, p. 6),

products turned down in the first quarter of 1976. Retail
prices for dairy products continued to rise, but at a slower
rate. Prices of milk used by processors declined due to in-
creased milk output with higher butterfat content, com-
bined with reduced demand for processed dairy products.
Butter prices fell substantially.

Prices for margarine, as well as for all types of fats and
oil products, continued to decline in the first quarter due
to surplus soybean supplies, price competition from foreign
oils such as palm oil, and a sluggish export market. Ample
supplies resulted in lower prices for other foods such as
eggs, fresh vegetables, and canned and frozen fruits and
vegetables.

Adverse weather was partly responsible for price ad-
vances for some farm products—notably grains, coffee,
and fresh fruits. Banana prices increased as earthquakes

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



in Guatemala created uncertainities about supplies. Coffee
prices continued to rise as supplies, already reduced by
weather damage to the Brazilian crop last summer, registered
another setback in February when earthquakes in Guatemala
disrupted shipping capabilities.

Grain prices, which declined during most of 1975, rose
in the first 3 months of 1976. Wheat prices rose due to
(1) weather damage to the 1976 winter crop in the South-
western states; (2) the possibility of additional wheat sales
to the Soviet Union because of weather damage to crops
there. Corn prices also rose in the first quarter reflecting
increased demand. The increase in the price of corn, as
well as other grains such as barley and rye, was also due to
limited selling by farmers.

After declining steadily during 1975, sugar prices at the
wholesale level increased for the quarter ending in March.
The increase was due primarily to (1) higher prices for
sugar cane which apparently reflected lowered estimates of
world sugar production, especially in the Soviet Union, and
(2) the holding back of supplies by sugar-producing
countries, such as the Dominican Republic and the Phil-
ippines. Beet sugar prices, however, declined slightly during
the first quarter as a result of the large supplies on hand
from last year’s record U.S. crop. Further downward
pressure was created when the Department of Agriculture
released a prospective planting report which showed beet
sugar acreage unchanged from last year. A reduction of at
least 10 percent had been expected. Sugar prices at the
retail level continued to decline in the first quarter, but at
a slower pace than in the fourth quarter of 1975.

Consumer goods other than food

The CPI for consumer goods other than food rose at an
annual rate of 2.9 percent during the 3 months ending in
March 1976. The WPI for consumer finished goods other
than food rose at a 0.5 percent annual rate. The slowdown
was primarily due to declines in gasoline and fuel oil prices.

Large inventories led to a sharp decline in gasoline
prices in the first quarter despite an uptrend in demand.
Many areas experienced “gas wars” as major oil companies
tried to maintain market and gallonage. Fuel oil prices also
declined sharply in the first quarter chiefly due to abnor-
mally warm winter weather in major fuel-consuming areas.

Retail prices for most consumer goods other than food
and fuels increased in the first quarter. Prices for apparel,
footwear, furniture, and appliances rose at a moderate rate
reflecting small increases at the manufacturers’ level last
summer and fall. Although the demand for consumer goods
has been rising, outlays for most items—except autos—
rose at a considerably slower rate in the first quarter of
1976 than in the spring and summer of 1975. Outlays
(in constant dollars) for apparel and footwear rose at about
a 4-percent rate in the first quarter, compared with almost
16 percent in the second quarter of 1975. Outlays for
furniture and other household durables increased at about

a 1.6-percent rate in the first quarter of this year compared
with 18 percent in the second quarter of 1975.

New car prices also rose moderately in the first quarter,
after large increases in the fourth quarter when 1976 models
were introduced. Auto sales rose sharply in the first
quarter—continuing the recovery which began in the spring
of 1975. But, contrary to manufacturers’ expectations for
a rapid growth in small car sales, consumers have shown
a preference for larger cars. Thus, prices rose for some
larger models in short supply, while rebate programs were
initiated to promote sales of smaller cars. Used car prices,
which declined in late 1975, rose sharply in the first quarter
in response to strong demand for clean, standard size cars.

Reflecting earlier increases in prices at the manufacturers’
level, price rises accelerated for some consumer goods such
as floor coverings, tobacco products, textile housefurnish-
ings, and housekeeping supplies.

The WPI for new cars, furniture, appliances, and tobacco
products increased at a slower rate in the first quarter than
in the last quarter of 1975, but apparel and footwear price
rises accelerated (table C).

Consumer services

Charges for consumer services continued to rise rapidly
in the first quarter of 1976. The rise began accelerating
after mid-1975; service charges rose at a rate of 10.6 per-
cent in the first quarter of 1976 compared with 9.3 percent
in the previous quarter. Indexes for medical care, trans-
portation, and various other services rose at a faster rate in
the first quarter and rent and household services other than
rent increased at about the same rate as in the previous
quarter (table C).

In the first quarter, transportation services increased
21.1 percent—more rapidly than in the two final quarters
of 1975. Additional increases in auto insurance rates dur-
ing the first quarter accounted for about three-fourths of
the increase in the transportation services index. Rates for
auto insurance have risen at annual rates of 10.2, 54.4, and
55.0 percent in the last three quarters. The rapid rise in
auto repair parts as well as labor charges have had a sub-
stantial impact on auto insurance rates. The auto repairs
and maintenance index in the CPI, which represents con-
sumers direct out-of-pocket expenses for auto repairs and
maintenance, rose at a rate of 9.3 percent in the first
quarter compared with 8.5 percent in the fourth quarter of
1975. Among the public transportation groups, airline fares
rose again in the first quarter after a 2.2-percent rate
increase on November 15, 1975. Increases for local
transit fares were also larger in the first quarter but intercity
bus and railroad fares registered smaller increases than in
the final quarter of 1975.

During the first quarter, the index for medical care
services rose at the sharpest rate in more than a year. The
rate of advance had slowed during the fourth quarter of
1975 reflecting to a large extent the impact of the annual
adjustment to the CPI health insurance component. In
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the March quarter, physicians’ fees increased at a 14.2-
percent rate—about the same as in the previous quarter—
but hospital services jumped significantly. Increases in semi-
private room rates and laboratory tests, as well as various
drugs prescribed in hospitals, were more than double the
increases in the fourth quarter. Spiraling operating costs and
higher malpractice insurance premiums were cited as the
reasons for the significant increases.

Despite first-quarter declines in mortgage interest rates
and smaller increases in property taxes and natural gas and
electricity rates, the household services index continued to
increase rapidly because of higher charges for property
insurance and housekeeping services. Property insurance
rates, which had averaged about an 8.0-percent increase in
each quarter of 1975, jumped to a rate of 14.3 percent in
the first quarter of 1976. Many insurance companies
raised rates to cover increases in claims. Replacement costs
have risen because of increases in material prices, such as
lumber, concrete, plumbing fixtures, and general millwork
during the last 3 years. Charges for nearly all types of
housekeeping services accelerated in the March quarter.
Postal rates rose significantly, reflecting the increase in
first class and parcel post rates. The increase in the minimum
wage on January 1 contributed to increased charges for
domestic services, baby sitters, and laundry flatwork.
Smaller increases for natural gas and declines in electricity
rates helped to offset the increase for other household
services in the first quarter. Electricity rates declined as the
surplus of petroleum for energy production caused fuel
prices to be adjusted downward in some areas. In addition,
some electricity producers have encountered new legislation
which attempts to limit the pass-through of changes in fuel
costs. Property taxes, which had increased nearly 15.0 per-
cent in the final quarter of 1975, rose only about one-third
as much in the first quarter of 1976.

During the first quarter of 1976, the index for mortgage
interest rates declined at a 4.6-percent rate, the first de-
cline since mid-1975. After increasing significantly in the
final quarter of 1975, conventional rates began falling early
in 1976 and VA- and FHA- insured rates followed later in
the first quarter. Supplies of lendable funds increased in the
first quarter as the flow of new savings received by savings
and loan institutions reached a record in January. Further-
more, despite renewed interest in real estate, demand for
mortgage funds remained weak in many areas partly because
of competition from bond markets.

The CPI for rent increased at a 5.5-percent rate, or
slightly less than the 6.5 percent rate in the final quarter of
1975. Strong demand in many large metropolitan areas for
available units resulted in low rental vacancy rates. Land-
lords continued to press for higher rents to cover rising
operating costs.

Prices for most other services in the CPI also rose at a
faster rate in the first quarter of 1976 than in the final

quarter of 1975. Increases in charges for recreational
services, personal care, and apparel services were larger in
the March quarter.

Industrial materials

Changes in materials costs are an important factor
affecting manufacturers’ prices of finished goods and,
therefore, prices consumers pay for goods and some services.
Price rises for industrial commodities at the intermediate
stage of production—just below the finished goods level—
decelerated sharply from mid-1974 to mid-1975. In the
second half of 1975, with economic recovery underway,
prices of these commodities rose at 5.8 percent rate in the
third quarter and 12.1 percent in the fourth. In the first
quarter of 1976, price rises slowed to a 3.7-percent rate.
This slowdown may have reflected in part a more moderate
rate of economic expansion in late 1975 than earlier in the
year; also the rise in crude materials prices slowed in late
1975 (table B).

Prices of steel mill products averaged unchanged in the
first quarter, after a large increase in the last quarter of
1975. Prices rose for some steel products due to increased
demand from automobile and appliance manufacturers.
Weak demand particularly in the capital goods sector
caused some prices to decline. Prices for refined petroleum
products declined and price increases were smaller than in
the fourth quarter for petroleum-based products such as
plastic materials, chemicals, and synthetic rubber partly
because of lower prices for crude oil. Prices of textile
products also increased at a slower rate in the first quarter
reflecting primarily falling demand for double-knit fabrics.

Leather prices, however, continued to advance rapidly
in response to higher prices for hides and skins and increased
demand from manufacturers of footwear and leather
garments. The rise in prices of construction materials
accelerated as the construction outlook continued to im-
prove. Higher prices for some nonferrous metals and fabri-
cated metal products resulted from the higher level of
housing starts and increased demand for consumer goods.

The WPI for raw industrial materials increased at a 1.9-
percent rate in the 3 months ending in March, a smaller
rise than in any of the three preceding quarters. The slow-
down was primarily due to lower prices for crude petroleum
(which accounts for almost one-third of the weight of the
raw industrials component). Prices of fertilizer materials
continued to decline in the first quarter because of excess
supplies, but prices of other raw industrial materials rose.
Iron and steel scrap and nonferrous scrap prices turned up
as mills increased the level of their inventories at the same
time that they stepped up regular purchases to meet ex-
panding production needs. Prices for crude rubber and
wastepaper continued to rise at rapid rates.
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Announcement of Changes in Gasoline Price Data

Effective with release of the March 1976 CPI, the Bureau of Labor Statistics
has begun publication of indexes and average prices for unleaded regular
gasoline. Separate indexes and average prices will now be available for regular
unleaded, regular leaded, and premium gasoline for the U.S. city average and
separately for 23 metropolitan areas. In order to facilitate comparisons among
indexes for the several types of gasoline, each has been put on a January
1967=100 reference base effective with the release of the Consumer Price
Index for March. For the convenience of users, the historical index series
for regular leaded and premium gasoline on the new base appear in tables 11
and 12 of this bulletin. It should be noted that rebasing does not indicate a
change in price levels, but simply a change in the point of time from which
price changes are measured.




Chart 1. All items index and rates of change, 1967-76
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Chart 2. Commoaodities less food index and rates of change, 1967-76
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Chart 3. Total food index and rates of change, 1967-76

1967=100)
MAR
177.9
CPI TOTAL FOOD INDEX i~
(SEASONALLY ADJUSTED) //_/"//
//
Al =
3.2
2.8
2.4 PERCENT CHANGE OVER 1-MONTH SPA
2.0 |- (SEASONALLY ADJUSTED
1.6 |
1.2
ot E Mgl AL W/
0.4 =1 MNA), y WAL\ /)
-0.4 |- —J v 1 \ A\ \/MAR
-0.8 -8
PERCENT CHANGE QVER 3-MONTH SPAN
(ANNUAL. RATE, SEASONALLY ADJUSTED)
\-/ PERCENT CHANGE OVER 6-MONTH SPAN k MAR
HRlTE. (ANNUAL RATE. SERSONALLY ADJUSTED) -79
SCAL
16 —
12
i \/
4 - N MAR
\ /\/\f/v /\, Co
0 ]
. L \V PERCENT CHANGE OVER 12-MONTH SPAN 1/
/‘f‘/\/v\\/x/'/\/\ N\ maR
\ A 43
whadotad et baiolo e doas oot betoabetedoteabeatecdpavaebaataadsetoabastaedasns bt ool ot
1967 1968 1869 1870 1871 1872 1873 1874 1975 1976
1/ Computed from the unadjusted series.
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS
o

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

140

120

100




130

110

S0

Chart 4. Services index and rates of change, 1967-76
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Table 1. CPI—-U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100}

N Unadjusted N
) Relative Uniadjusted indexes percent changs to Seasonally adjusted
Group importance percent change from—
December February, March March February |December to| January to |February to
1975 1976 1976 1975 1976 January February March
Commodity and service groups
ANIBMS .. ee ettt e 100, 000 167.1 167.5 6.1 0.2 0.4 0.1 0.2
Al items (1957-59=100L . . .. ...t - 194, 4 194.8 - - - - -
COMMOTIIBS . . o« vvvv e v teneevenenneinnnns 63.355 162.3 162.3 4.7 0 .1 -2 -2
L NN 24.675 180, 0 178.7 4.3 .7 -.2 -1.0 -.8
Foodathome .............. 19.524 179, 6 177.7 3.7 -1.1 -. 4 -1.5 -1.2
Cereals and bakery products . 2,702 181.1 180.6 -4.5 -.3 .8 -1.3 -.6
Meats, poultry, and fish, . ... 6. 641 183.0 180, 2 11.4 -1.5 -2,2 -3.1 -2.1
Dairy products ....... 2,876 168.5 167.9 8.0 -4 2.2 - b -3
Fruits and vegetables. . . 3,103 173.2 173.6 3.7 .2 -3 -1.7 -.5
Other foods at home . . . 4,202 186. 6 182,9 -3,8 -2.0 0 2 -1,1
Food away fromhome. . ..................... 5,150 181.9 182.8 6.7 .5 .8 .8 .5
Commodities less f00d . ........ ..o oiiueinniins 38, 681 152,17 153,3 5.0 .4 .2 .3 .3
Nondurables less food ... . 22,872 155,2 155.5 4,5 .2 .2 .1 -1
Apparet commodities 7.861 142, 2 143,1 2.3 N .4 .2 0
Men’s and boys’. . .. . 2,475 143.9 145. 4 2,9 1.0 .5 1.0 .3
Women's and girls’ .. 3,426 138.2 138.5 1.8 .2 .8 -.8 -4
Footwear. ............... 1.377 146, 1 147, 5 2,4 1.0 -4 1.0 .5
Other apparel commodities . . . . .584 150, 2 150.9 1.8 .5 .4 .1 .3
Nondurabies less food and appere! . 15,011 162.9 162, 8 5.6 -1 .1 0 -1
Gasoline and motoroil ., 3,498 173, 1 170.9 6.5 -1,3 -1.6 -1,5 -1.7
Tobacco products . ... 1. 880 159,2 159,5 4.2 .2 1.1 .7 .2
Alcohalic beverages , . 2,244 144. 4 145.2 2.7 .6 .4 .1 .7
Fusl oil and coal . 1,045 249. 4 247.6 8.5 -7 -1.4 -6 -1
Ountre coomodie. 88 13:4 136: 4 88 3 4 8 4
Household durables ...................... 4,495 144.0 144,8 4,7 .6 .3 .7 .3
New automobiles. . . . 1,910 134.3 134, 5 5.7 .1 -2 .5 .3
Used automobiles . 2, 046 144,9 150.9 11,5 4,1 .4 2.7 3.8
Otherdurables. . . .......ooovuiiiniiiinens 7.358 158, 7 159,0 5.1 .2 *, 4 ¥, 1 *,2
SOIVICES .. oo v ittt 36,645 176.1 177, 2 8.6 .6 1.1 .7 o7
Rent.......... 4,497 142.1 142.7 5.3 .4 .3 .6 .4
Services lessrent. . ........... 32, 147 182.2 183, 4 9.0 .7 1.2 .8 .8
Household services less rent . . 16,030 123. 4 135. i 1;. 9 .4 1.0 1. g .6
Transportation services . . . 5,012 168.9 1. .4 1.3 2.2 . 1.3
Medical care services ... 5,642 190. 4 192.5 10,2 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.0
Otherservices .........ovivviviiinviveiins 5.463 157.4 158,4 5.5 .6 .8 .5 .6
Special indexes:
s R 75,325 163. 4 164.2 6.7 .5 %3 %5 %5
Nondurable commodities. ........ 47. 547 167.2 166. 7 4.4 -3 *-.2 *-u1 *-,3
Apparel commodities fess footwear . .. 6.485 141.4 142.2 2.2 .6 .6 -1 .1
Services less medical care Services ..................... 3;- ggg i;g- g i;: ? lg. g . g *i. g *, 2 *, g
Insurance and finaNce ......... ..o iiiiiinieas . . . . . . . .
Utilities and public transportation 5,484 167, 2 168.7 10.8 .9 -2 .7 .9
H and home 4,649 203,.9 205. 6 8.2 .8 *1,9 * 5 *, 8
Appliances (including radioand TV} ..............ouuss 1,417 121.8 122.1 4.4 .2 .5 .5 .3
Expenditure classes
ARTBMS ...ttt ireiiieiraaeein 100. 000 167.1 167.5 6.1 0.2 0.4 0.1 0.2
L 24,675 180. 0 178.7 4,3 -7 -2 -1.0 -.8
Housing . 33.998 173.8 174.5 6.7 .4 * 6 3 4
Shelter } 21,370 176, 0 176,3 5.8 .2 x5 w1 %, 2
Rent ... . 4,497 142,11 142, 7 5.3 .4 .3 ) .4
Homeownemhi;:z .. 16, 484 188.6 188.7 5,9 .1 *5 L | ¥, 1
Fuel and utilities %, . 5.205 177.9 178.9 9.8 .6 -4 .3 .8
Gas and electricity .. ........... 2,722 181.9 183.7 12,0 1.0 -. 6 1.1 1.1
Household furnishings and operation . . 7.422 165.2 166, 6 7.1 .8 1.5 1.0 7
Apparel and upkeep .. ....... ... .. 9,217 144.0 145.0 2.9 .7 .6 0 .3
Transportation .. .. 13.053 158.5 159,8 10.4 .8 .3 .9 .4
Private ... 11.729 157, 2 158, 5 10.1 .8 .3 1.0 .4
Public .. . E 1,324 170.4 172,3 13.1 1.1 .4 o1 1.3
Heaith and recreation . : 18,681 159, 7 160. 6 6.3 .6 * 7 * 7 *, 6
Medical care . . 6.413 178.8 180, 6 9.7 1.0 *1,1 *1,2 *1,0
Personal cara . ...... 2.505 157.0 157.4 5.7 .3 *, 7 * 8 *, 3
Reading and recreation. . . . . 5,148 148.5 149.0 4,9 .3 .5 .3 .4
Other goods and SErViCes . ... ...........ovveecns 4,616 151, 3 151.8 3.6 .3 .7 .5 .3
Specist indexes:
ltoms o hler .-+ 1o 78.630 164.9 165.3 6.2 .2 5.2 53 52
All items less medical care o 93,587 166, 5 166.8 5.9 .2 *, 2 2 *,2
Alf items less mortgage interest €osts ...........oo..... 95.610 164.9 165, 3 6.2 2 *2 *,3 *,2
CPI — domestically produced farm foods * .. ............ 17,148 176.9 174, 8 3.7 -1.2 *e, 2 *..9 #*.1,2
CPI — selected beef CUtS > ... .\\vvnernrenrnennnns. 2,056 169, 4 165.4 9.1 -2.4 *. 4 *.4,1 %.2,4
Purchasing power of consumer dolfar:
1967-51.00 ..... - $0.598 $0.597 -5.8 -2 -
1957-69=$1.00. .. - .514 .513 - - -
' Also includes hotel and motal rates not shown separately. $  Calcutated from the CPI beaf and veal component by axcluding veal cutlets and beef liver.
? Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance and repairs. * Not seasonaily adjusted.
3 Also includes residential telephone, fuel oil, coal, weter, and sewerage services not shown seperately, |
4 Calculated from the CPl food at home by ing fish, ic beverages, NOTE: Index applies to month as a whols, not to any specific date.

bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup and about half of the index weight for sugsr,
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Table 2. CPl—seasonally adjusted U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Seasonaily adjusted indexes Season:il{\;u:‘]i:::g:r;r:al e
Group I 3 months ending in 6 months ending in
iDecember| January {February! March T
1975 1976 1976 1976 June lSeptember ecember] March Septemberi March
1975 | 1975 1975 1976 1975 1976
Commeodity and service groups
A IIBMS ..o - - - = 7.0 7.4 7.3 2.9 7.2 5.1
COMMOGITIES ... .ottt ittt e et 162.9 163.1 162.7 162. 4 6.9 7.8 ° 5.9 -1.2 7.4 2.3
Food 181.6 181.2 179.4 177.9 9.7 8.0 8.3 -7.9 8.9 -1
Food athome ..... 182.1 181.4 178, 6 176.5 11.3 8.2 8.6 -11.7 9.7 -2.1
Cereals and bakery products . 180.6 182.0 179.7 178.6 -1.9 -4,9 -6.8 -4.4 | -3.4 -5.6
Meats, poultry, and fish 192.9 188.6 182.8 178.9 52.2 20,7 13.0 -26,0 | 35.6 -8.6
Dairy products .. 164, 1 167.7 166.7 166.2 0 11.9 15.8 5.2 5.8 10. 4
Fruits and vegetables 177.8 177.2 174.2 173, 4 3.6 8.8 13,4 -9.5 6.2 1.3
Other foods at home .. 183.4 183,4 | 183.8 181.8 | -12.3 -3.0 4.3 -3.4 ¢ -7.8 .3
Food away fromhome .. .......c.overinerainieannennneans 179.5 180.9 « 182.4 183.3 3.8 7.1 7.2 8.7 5.4 8.0
Commodities less £00d .. ......... ..ttt 152,8 153.1 153.5 153,9 5.3 7.5 4.3 2.9 6.4 3.6
Nondurableslessfood . ..............cooiiiiiainiiii.ns .. 155.3 155, 6 155.7 155, 6 4.9 8,2 4.2 .8 6.6 2.5
Apparet commodities ! . 142.7 143.3 143, 6 143.6 -.6 3.8 3.1 2.5 1.6 2.8
Men’s and boys’ ... 143, 5 144,2 : 145,6 146.0 -1.4 3.2 3.1 7.2 .8 5.1
Women's and girls’ .. 139, 7 140.8 ; 139.7 139.2 .3 5.1 3.2 -1.4 2.6 .9
Footwear ............... .. igg.g {gg. 2 ‘ igg. g ig}. 52> 6.3 }.g ‘21.5 gog .g ‘21. %
Nonustti o rom o e l62.8 | 162.9 | 162.9 | 162.7] 7.5 109 48 2| 9.2 2.2
Gasoline and motor off . 179.1 176. 2 173.6 170.6 | 17.0 30.0 2.7 -17.7 | 23.3 -8.0
Tobacoo products - . - - 156, 7 158.4 159, 5 159.8 .3 2.1 6.6 8.2 1.2 7.4
Alcoholic beverages 143, 5 144, 1 144.3 145, 3 2.3 .3 3.1 5.1 1.3 4.1
Fuel oil and coal ... 247.5 244,0 242, 6 242.3 14.5 28.8 2,1 -8.1; 21.5 ~3.1
Other nondurables 155.3 156, 5 157.4 158. 6.3 4.9 6.4 7.1 5.6 6.8
Durable commodities . . .. 149.2 149, 7 150, 6 151, 7 6.3 6.2 4,4 6.9 6.2 5.6
Household durables ................c.ciiieneninniin... 143, 2 143,7 144.7 145, 2 3.8 3.8 5.5 5.7 3.8 5.6
New automODbIles . .. ....oouuneeie et 133,4 133.1 133.8 134, 2 .3 6.1 14.4 2,4 3.2 8.2
Used automobiles « ~ « -+ .. ...l .. 149.4 150.5 154,11 159.9 2.8 19.3 -3.7 31.2 10,7 12,4
Other durables {not y adj 158.1 158.8 158.7 159, 0 9.9 4.7 3.6 2.3 7.3 3.0
Services (not seasonatly adjusted) .. ... .. .oviiiiiiien 172.8 174.7 176, 0 177,2 6.8 7.4 9.3 10,6 1 7.1 9.9
Rent (not seasonally adjusted) .......... 140.7 141,11 142.0 142.6 4,5 4,8 6.5 5.5! 4,6 6.0
Services less rent (not seasonally adjusted) . 178.5 180, 7 182.1 183.5 7.1 7.7 9.7 11.7 7.4 10,7
Household services lessvent .. ........ .. 191.1 193.1 194.2 195,3 8.4 4.9 9.3 9.1 6.6 9.2
Transportation SerViCes ... .. ... c.ervnenrernenenreeanansi- 163, 1 166.7 168.9 171.1 5.5 16,7 18.9 21.1 10.9 20.0
Medical Care SerVICS ... .. ...\ .oereireeeuanannnaiieenans 186, 1 188, 4 190, 4 192.3 9.2 10.5 7.2 14,0 9.9 10.5
Other services (not seasonally adjusted} ..................... 155.6 156. 8 157.6 158.6 3.2 5.7 5.6 7.9 4.4 6.8
Special indexes:
All items less food (not seasonally adjusted) .. ........coveiiiiian.n. 162.1 162.6 163.4 164.2 7.2 7.6 6.7 5.3 7.4 6.0
N I ities {not iy adjusted) . .. 167.6 167, 3 167, 2 166.7 6.9 7.6 5.4 -2.1 7.3 1.6
Apparel commodities less footwear . ................. . 142, 1 143, 0 142.8 142.9 -.3 4.1 3.2 2.3 1.9 2.7
Services less medical care services {not seasonally adjusted) . .. 171.1 172.8 173.8 174.8 5.8 8.1 10.5 8.9 6.9 9.7
Insurance and fiNAACE ... .. .ttt e 188.3 191, 7 192.9 194, 3 8.4 2.9 15,3 13.4 5.6 14,3
Utilities and public transportation 165.6 165.3 166.4 167.9 11.8 18. 6 7.3 5.7 15,2 6.5
Housekeeping and home mail service {not seasonally adjusted). 199.0 202.8 203,9 205, 6 6.0 7.2 5.6 13.9 6.6 9.7
Apptiances {including radio and TV) - « - <. . . ... 120. 6 121.2 121. 8 122.2 4,2 4,5 3.7 5.4 4.3 4.6
Expenditure classes
ANTBMS L\ttt ettt e e st e - - - - 7.0 7.4 7.3 2.9 7.2 5.1
181.6 181.2 179.4 177.9 9.7 8.0 8.3 -7.9 8.9 -.1
Housing (not seasonally adjusted) « . ....c..oo.oenvuoenn.. 172.2 173.2 173.8 174, 5 7.0 6.1 8.0 5.5 6.6 6.7
Shelter ! {not seasonally sdjustad) . 175.0 175.9 176.0 176. 3 6.9 5.3 8.2 3.0 6.1 5.6
Rent {not seasonally adjusted) . ............. 140, 7 141,1 142, 0 142. 6 4,5 4.8 6.5 5.5 4.6 6.0
H ip 2 {not by adj R 187.8 188.8 188. 6 188.7 7.4 5.6 8.8 1.9 6.5 5.3
Fuefand utilities > .. ....... ... ............ 176.3 175, 6 176, 1 177, 5 13.5 14,1 9.1 2.8 13,8 5.9
Gas and eleCtriCity . . .. oo o 179.6 178.6 180.5 182, 4 16.7 15,2 9.9 6.4 15.9 8.1
Household furnishings and operation . ............ . 162.0 164.4 166, 0 167.1 5.0 4.6 5.9 13,2 4.8 9.5
Apparel and upkeep 144,11 145.0 145,0 145.4 0 4,0 3.7 3.7 2,0 3.7
Transpartation 158.3 158.7 160, 1 160, 8 8.2 19.9 7.4 6.5 13.9 6.9
Private 157.0 157. 4 158.9 159.5 9.1 16.9 8.0 6.5 13,0 7.3
Pubtic 169, 0 169.7 169.9 172.1 5.1 45,0 -.2 7.5 23.4 3.6
Health and recreation (not seasonally adjusted} ... 157.5 158. 6 159, 7 160, 6 5.7 5.9 5.5 8.1 5.8 6.8
Medical care {not seasonally adjusted) - - - 174.7 176. 6 178.8 180. 6 8.8 10.1 5.9 14.2 9.4 10,0
Personal care {not seasonally adjusted) ... . 154, 6 155, 7 157.0 157. 4 3.8 4.9 6,7 7.4 4,3 7.1
Reading and recreation. . ............ . 147.6 148. 3 148, 8 149. 4 4.0 5.1 5.3 5.0 4.5 5.1
Other goods and services 149,7 150. 7 151.5 152, 0 1.9 1.4 5.0 6.3 1.6 5.6
Special indexes:
All items fess shetter {not seasonally adjusted) 164.1 164. 4 164.9 165.3 7.4 8.3 6.3 3.0 7.9 4.6
All items less medical care {not seasonally adjusted) . 165.8 166.2 166.5 166. 8 7.3 7.4 6.5 2.4 7.4 4,5
Al items less mortgage interest costs {not seasonally adjusted) . 164, 0 164, 4 164.9 165.3 7.7 7.8 6.1 3.2 7.7 4,6
CPI — domestically produced farm foods (not seasonalty adjusted; - 178.8 178.5 176.9 174.8 10,9 8.3 5.6 -8,7 9.6 -1.8
CPt — selected beef cuts (not seasonally adjusted)® . ... ................. 175,9 176.6 169. 4 165, 4 88.8 1.4 -5.3 -21.8 | 38.3 -13,9
1 Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown. chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup and about half of the index weight for sugar.
7 includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenence and repairs. S Calculated from the CP| beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and beef fiver.
3 Also includes residentiat tetephane, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage services not shown separately.
4 Calcutated from the CPI food at home by ing fish, i bananas, NOTE: Index applies to month as a whole, not to any specific date.
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Table 3. CPI—food items, U.S. city average

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100}

Percent change to March 1976

Percent change to March 1976

Index Index
from—
Item and group March 1976 Feb. 1976 March 1976 Mar. 1975 Feb. 1976
Seasonally L Seasonally Seasonally U | Seasonally
adjusted adjusted adjusted adjusted
Food ......oviiii i 178. 71 177.9 -0,7 -0, 8
Food away from home . ... 182, 8| 183,4 .5 .5 Food at home—Continued
Restaurant meals . . 181, 8 Q] .6 o] Fruits and vegetables— Continued
Snacks .. ...... 187.8| 188.4 .3 .5 Fresh fruits and vegetables—Continued
Food athome .......... 177.7( 176.5 -1.1] -1,2 Fresh fruits—Continued
Cereals and bakery products 180.6| 178.6 -3 -6 149. 5 -1, 8 0.5 0.3
Flour ,.............. 157,31 153, 6 -.3 -1.1 - 4,0 .1 -
Cracker meal . 223,6| 221.2 -2 1.3 153, 8 -4,2 -2 .1
Corn flakes .. 166, 1] 166, 1 0 .4 ) * ) )
Rice ..... 203.4/ 198, 6 - -5 (%) (3 (%) (%)
Bread, white .. ... 162, 2 h . [®) () (3 2 %)
Bread, whole wheat . 175,31 174. 4 - -7 172.5 8.4 -1 -2.8
Coakies ......... 188,50 () ) 213,5 | 47.8) -1.4 | -5.7
Layer cake ...... 185, 7| 184.0 -. 8 169.8 35.7| -8.3 ~-14,9
Cinnamonrofls .. ... 194,5| 193, 9 .1 176.3 -3.2 3 2
Meats, poultry, and fish . 180,21 178.9 -2.1 146.5 -2,3 -8.2 -11.5
Meats .......... 179.6] 176.3 -3.3 143,4 ¢ -18.6 | -3.0 -3.6
Beef and veal . ... 164, 7] 160, 8 -4,7 192, 3 33,.7}-15.4 -13.5
Steak, round .. 164, 7{ 159, 4 -4,8 149.7 | -17.3 16.5 7.0
Steak, sirloin . . 160.5¢ 158, 6 -5.0 - -6.2 | -2.5 -
Steak, porterhouse 175.11 174. 8 -3.5 156,5 | -10.0 2.7 3.3
Rump roast . .. 161.2¢ 156. 7 -4,0 #  Spimach ............oeeiieaa 186. 6 3.9 -2.2 -1.6
Rib roast ... 186,61 184.6 <5.2 f TomatoeS..........c.ehiiiiiaains 152, 0 -7.6 6.0 10. 4
Chuck roast . 169,71} 161.9 -5.2 Processed fruits and vegetables 184.8 4,1 -2 -5
Hamburger . . 159.9( 155. 4 -4,5 173.7 -2.5 -.5 -.5
Beet liver ... 132,3( 131.4 -2.4 | Pears,canned................e00e. 157.7 -5.1 -1.0 -.9
Veal cutlets . 186,7| 185, 0 -1.8 Pineapple-grapefruit drink,
Pork ......... 204,3| 202.3 ~1.5 fF canned L.......i.iiiiiiiiiennes 173.6 2,1 .6 .8
Chops ... 189.3| 187, 4 -1 Orange juice concentrate, frozen. [©)] 4,2 -2 8]
Loin roast 207, 6| 203,11 22,2 Lemonade concentrate, frozen . . 189, 5 1.5 .2 -1
226.7] 225.3 -4.0 ®) -2.3| -2 ™
203,7) 199.9 -1, 6 156, 8 -3.0 -.5 -2
200.3] 195, 4 4,4 W] 1.7{ -.4 )
209, 5| 209. 5 16 () f sla2 -9 )
177.7] 176. 6 1.0 §  Broccoli, frozen ...l ) L1{ -1 &)
Lamb chops 177. 61 175. 8 <1.2 |  Othertoodathome ...................ut 181, 8 -3.8| -2.0 -1
Frankfurters .. . 169, 61 167.9 A1.8 | EGES.. 158, 7 4.5]-13,3 -6.9
Ham, canved . 210,21 20607 e 1733 | <179 1.4 | -2.0
Bologna sausage 174,21 173.5| 7.9 J1.6 § 0 Margarine ... 189,2 ) -23.11 -L5 -1, 9
Salami sausage 166, 0} 166,2 | 7.5 L2 -4 151.8 | 3,01 -1 -7
Liverwurst ... 168,0| 168.0| 8.1 -L.2{ -Lo0 180, 7 { -22.3| -2.2 ; -3,2
Poultry ......... 157.7| 157.9 3,9 -1.3 2,7 Sugar and sweets . ... (l) -17.5 -7 (l)
Frying chicken .. 160.5| 160,5| 3,5 { -1.0| -3.3 () | -48.81 -8 ()
Chicken breasts. . . 160,5)161,0] 6.6 | -2.3| -3.6 1 Grapeielly ....ecoiiiiinneiiiiin ()| -3.8; -6 0]
Torkey ....... 142.0| 142.4} 2.7 | -2.0]| -3.9 (" ) &)
Fish............ 219.3 6] 1.3 0 ) Syrup, chocolate flavored . 208, 7 -1.2 -8 -1, 6
Shrimp, frozen 213, 3 (3 1 30,7 1.1 R Nonaicoholic beverages . . . M 8,5 .7 (&)
Fish, fresh or frozen . 234. 4 &) 8,1 -7 &) M 20.9 1.5 [§]
Tuna fish, canned ... 182,8{181.9 2.3 .2 .1 206,6 | 18,7 1.2 .3
Sardines, canned . . 245, 1| 245.3 7.3 -4 -2 | Tea..........iiiieiiael 147, 3 3.8 -5 -7
Dairy products .. ..... 167.91 166.2 8.0 -4 -3 Carbonated drink, cofa flavored . (l) -8,0 -6 [B)
Milk, fresh, grocery 160,71 158, 5 4,8 0 -2 Carbonated drink, fruit flavored &) -6, 0 0 &)
Milk, fresh, skim ............ 176.5} 174, 4 5.5 .7 .5 Prepared and partially prepared -
Milk, evaporated . . 203.3 - |13 .8 - tesds... &) 1.6 -1 &)
fcecream.............. 156,71 155.9| 2.9 -1.0J -0 @) 9.5 .5 (%
Cheese, American process . 196,6( 194,5]| 16.5 1.2 -9 133.8 -7 1,0 .8
Butter ................ 142,91} 142.91] 23.9 4.4 -3.7 160. 6 -l.4¢ -2.1 -1. 4
Fruits and vegetables 173, 6| 173. 4 3,7 .2 -.5 Mashed potatoes, instant 154.9 -1,2 -1, 0 -. 8
Fresh fruits and vegetables 165,2| 165.7 3.3 .5 1,1 Potatoes, french fried, frozen . 177, 7 3.9 -7 -1, 0
Fresh fruits .. ........ 148,1{ 157, 4} -3,5 .3 1.7 @] .6 .7 M
Apples ... 141,5] 151.0} -5,4 3.1 2,6 180. 4 5.7 .9 .1
Bananas 151. 6] 157.9} 2.9 0 L6l Premels. . 159, 7 -5.2 -1 -4

! Not avaitable.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clericat workers, 1967=100)

Other Indexes Percent changs to
ttem and grous index March 1976 from—
base February March March February
1976 1976 1975 1976
173.8 174.5 6.7 0.4
176.0 176.3 5.8 .2
Rent, residential . 142.1 142.7 5.3 .4
Homeownership 2. . ... ..o it . 188. 6 188.7 5.9 .1
Mortgage interest rates . . 143, 7 142.7 0 -7
Property taxes...,........ . 166.9 167.2 7.0 .2
Property insurance premiums . . 139.2 139.8 8.9 )
Maintenance and repairs ............. . 193, 7 194.7 5.8 .5
i and repair ies 3. . . 164, 6 165.0 4,2 .2
Exterior house paint. ............. . 162.0 160,9 3.7 -7
Interior house paint ........ 149.4 149, 6 2.8 .1
Maintenance and repair service: 206.3 207.6 6.4 .6
Repainting living and dining
POOMS L 4 e vs vt e tniees et enstnnereserarens R . e 219.2 220.3 7.6 .5
Reshingting house roof . 226, 8 227.6 6,7 .4
Residing house . . .. . 192. 6 194,2 5.0 .8
Replacing sink 204, 3 206, 1 7.0 .9
Repairing furnaca 200,7 201, 3 6.6 .3
Fuel and utilities. ., 177.9 178, 9 9.8 .6
Fuel oil and coal . 249, 4 247.6 8.5 -7
Fuetolf, No. 2 . 245,6 243.8 9.3 -7
Gas and electricity . 181.9 183,7 12,0 1.0
Gas ..... 191, 8 193,6 18.1 .9
Elactricity , 172, 6 174.6 6,5 1.2
Other utilities:
Residential telephoNe SBIVICES .. ... ...c.ovuivrsiinnsnneeinaeeiinirisiennecrairiniiins 128,1 128.9 4.5 .6
Residential water and sewerege
182, 8 183,8 10, 7 .5
H furnishings and .. 165,2 166, 6 7.1 .8
Housafurnishings ......... .. 148,5 149.5 5,0 .7
Textiles ., 145, 4 147, 4 4.3 1.4
Sheets, full, flat ... 158,5 158,9 9.1 .3
Curtains, wilored .. .. 139.8 | 143, 6 8.1 2.7
Bedspreads .. ... . 144,1 147.2 .2 2.2
Drapery fabrics . 172.2 174, 4 3.4 1.3
Pilows,bed ...........0vuies i 122, 0 124,1 2,1 17
Slipcavers and throws, resdy-made . 135.4 135.3 2.9 -1
Furniture and bedding 150.0 151.0 4.9 .7
Bedroom furniture, chest and
L O Mar. 70 130.0 131, 4 3.5 1.1
Sofas, upholstered . .. 139. 6 139.5 1.6 -1
Cocktail tables ...... Dec. 7t 129, 4 129.9 5.9 .4
Dining room chairs . . . Mer. 70 133.5 134.9 4,2 1.0
Recliners, upholstered . . Dec. 71 109. 6 112, 4 1.7 2.6
Sofas, dual purpose. ............ . 138.4 139.5 3.4 .8
Bedding, mattress and box springs. . .. June 70 132; 6 132; 5 3.4 -, 1
Aluminum folding chairs. , . ( (s) (5)
Cribs . .ovviinnivnnnnn 151,2 151, 7 2.5 .3
Floor coverings .......... 134.3 135, 6 5.5 1.0
Brosdicom cerpeting . 122.5 123, 7 4,6 1.0
Vinyl sheet goods ... ... .. 160, 6 163.0 9.6 1.5
Vinyl floor tile ................ .. 162.9 163, 4 4.9 .3
Appliances (excluding redio and TV) . . 132.9 133.3 5.7 .3
Wathing machines, electric ....... 137.9 139.2 7.7 .9
Vecuum cleaners 118.5 119.5 4.0 .8
Refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers, .
T 133.4 133.0 5.1 -.3
Ranges, free standing, gas or
BIBCITIC & . vt vt ve it s tses st aasstan s anesinaae s st es e aena e bhhaeais 136, 6 137.1 7.5 .4
Clothes dryers, electric ... ..... .. 144, 0 145,17 8.7 1.2
Air conditioners, demountable . . %) 5 (%) Q)
Room heatars, electric, porteble . 128,7 126.2 4,1 -1,9
Garbage disposal units 132, 0 133.0 5.0 .8
Qther housefurnishings: )
Dinnerware, fine china 186.3 188.4 10.3 1.1
Fistware, staintess steel , . .. 182,2 182.9 6.6 .4
Table lamps, with shade. ..., ..... .. 148.2 148, 0 2.8 -1
Lawn mowers, power, rotary type . 157.0 162.2 8.9 3.3
Electric drills, hand-held 128.3 128. 4 6.6 .1
Housekeeping supplies:
169.9 173, 0 8.1 1.8
215.9 217.7 8.0 .8
225.3 226,17 13,6 .6
Housekeeping services:
Domestic services, general
housawork ., 207.6 209,2 8.2 .8
Baby sitter services . 204.2 211, 2 13,8 3.4
Postal charges ............... . 218.1 218,11 24.4 0
Laundry, flatwork, finished service 198, 6 200, 2 8.9 .8
Licensed dey care services, preschool
L I N 160, 3 161.2 6.3 .6
Washing machine repairs 195, 7 198.7 7.8 1.5
See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average— Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to
Other Indexes March 1976 from—
ftem and group T:" February March March February
e 1976 1976 1975 1976
Apparel and upkeep® 144.0 145, 0 2.9 0.7
Apparel commodities .............. 142,2 143,11 2.3 .6
Apparel commodities less footwear . ! 141, 4 142.2 2.2 .6
Men'sand boys' ............. ' 143.9 145.4 2.9 1.0
Men’s: ;
Topcoats and all-weather coats : 144, 8 146.0 4,1 . .8
Suits, year round wWeIght . ... ...t e e e i 138.7 141.5 3.0 2.0
Sport jackets ... ..., June 74 99.2 98,9 -2.1 -3
Jackets, lightweight ; 136.9 138.3 3.7 1.0
Slacks, heavyweight . , | 117.7 120.4 1.9 2.3
Stacks, lightweight . . . : 143, 6 144.5 1.3 .6
Trousers, work ' 155.8 157.1 3.8 .8
Shirts, WOrK .. ... .. s : 154, 6 154. 4 2,0 -1
Shirts, business or dress . i 128.0 130.4 3.0 1.9
............. : 155.8 158.1 2.6 1.5
: 133.1 133.8 4.6 .5
158, 0 160, 6 4.8 1.6
Boys":
Coats, BEAVYWBIGNT . .. .o\t e s 111.9 111.6 2.6 -3
Sport coats, wool 0r WOOI BIENds . .. . ..ottt e 124.3 123.8 4.3 -.4
DUNGAMBES . . . .\ o\ttt et e et e e ettt s e et e e s 182.1 183.8 6.4 .9
Undershorts . ; 152, 3 155, 0 1.9 1.8
Women's and girts’ : 138.2 138.5 1.8 .2
Women's: ;
Coats, heavyweight . . i 129.0 126.2 4.1 -2,2
Carcoats, heavyweight i 138.5 134,1 ") -3.2
Sweaters ............ i 136.0 132.4 -3.8 -2, 6
Skirts, winter weight . . , 150, 5 152.6 3.1 1.4
Skirts, summer weight . . 148.4 149.0 -.9 .4
BlOUSeS . ......oiiii., 137.7 139.9 -2.8 L6
Dresses, street, year round weight 146.9 146.9 1.7 0
Slips 122.3 123, 9 5.5 1.3
Panties 144. 3 147.8 7.6 2.4
Girdles 131.2 132.4 5.1 .9
Brassieres 147, 2 148.0 5.9 .5
Hose or panty hose, nylon 91.2 91.9 0 .8
Anklets or knee-length socks . 134, 0 133.9 2.3 -1
Gloves, fabric .. 128.3 128.6 .5 .2
HBNODAGS .« o v v vttt ettt et e e e e e e e e e e 166.7 167.9 ~2.0 .7
Girls": |
RAINCOBES . . ..ottt et e e e 127, 8 128.2 -.9 .3
Skirts, fall and winter . 148, 6 150, 8 4.1 1.5
Dresses.............. 129.9 131.6 -2,3 1.3
Slacks, fall and winter 165.8 166.0 -1.2 .1
Shps . ...oviiinn 131.1 130.7 4.3 -.3
Handbags . . . 137.7 135.5 -2.9 -1, 6
Other apparel commodities . 150.2 150.9 1.8 .5
Diapers ........... 183.3 185, 6 3.1 1.3
Yardgoods ................. 157, 2 157.9 -2.5 .4
Wrist watches, men’s and women's . , . 138, 7 138.9 4,2 1
FOOIWERE . .ot he et ottt te e et et et e e et e et e et e e e e e e s 146. 1 147.5 2.4 1.0
Men's:
Shoes, street 147.6 150. 8 1.9 2.2
Shoes, work, high 164. 4 166.7 5.2 1.4
Women’s:
SHOES, STEET, PUIMD . ...ttt ettt ettt ittt e e e e e 140.9 141.7 1.9 .6
Shaes, evening, pump 131. 8 132.4 .2 .5
Shoes, casual . ...... 147, 4 148.5 1.9 .7
Housestippers, scuff . ... .. 143, 8 144, 6 4,6 .6
Children’s:
ShOES, OXFOFA. . .. oottt it et et e e e e e 146.9 149, 1 3.6 1,5
Sneakers, boys’, oxford type. . 150. 3 150.5 1.2 .1
Dress shoes, GIFlS . ... L.ttt e e e 157.1 158.3 4.1 .8
Appare! services:
DFYCIBBMING L.ttt it e e e e e e 157.0 158. 6 6.8 1.0
Automatic Jaundry service . 140.5 142.5 7.9 1.4
“ Laundry, men’s shirts . . .. . 160, 5 160.0 5.8 ~.3
Tailoring charges, . . 157.7 158.9 4,4 .8
145, 7 146.8 5.7 .8
158.5 159.8 10. 4 .8
............ 157.2 158.5 10. 1 .8
Automobiles, new . 134.3 134,5 5.7 .1
Automobiles, used 144,9 150,9 11.5 4,1
line, regular, 174.2 171.9 6.8 -1,3
Motor 0il .. e 158, 0 158.1 2.9 .1
Tires..... R 130.4 130,2 3.6 -.2
Auto repairs {mechanical) and 185, 6 186.6 7.3 .5
Auto insurance premiums. . ........... 177.6 182.1 30.8 2.5
Auto registration fees. . .. ... 132.8 132.8 1.8 0
Parking fees, private and mUMCIPAl. . . .. ...t u ettt e s 179.4 179.6 6.7 .1

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl—-nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average —Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage sarners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to
Other Indaxes March 1976 from—
Hem and group "::: February March March February
1976 1976 1975 1976
Transportation—Continued

Public 170.4 172.3 13,1 1.F
Local transit fares. . 170, 4 172.3 16,6 1.1
Taxicab fares, . ...... 173.3 174.7 5.3 .8
Railroad fares, coach .. ... 158, 1 161.5 7.6 2.2
Airplane fares, chiefly coach . 165, 6 168. 2 9.0 1.6

Bus fares, intercity 192. 6 192.6 9.7 [
Heaith and recreation” 159.7 160. 6 6.3 .6
Medical care'o. .......... 178.8 180, 6, 9.7 1.0
Drugs and prescriptions . . . 123.3 123.9 6.1 .5

Over-the-counter items .. ... 135.4 136.1 6.7 .5
Muitiple vitamin concentrates . . 105, 0 104,8 3.1 -.2
Aspirin compounds . . . . 137.1 137.6 6.3 o4
Liquid tonics . ....... 119.4 119. 4 4.8 0
Adhesive bandages, packages 172.7 176.0 10.7 1.9
Cold tablets OF CAPSUIES . . .. ... .ve e et iiei e, 128. 6 129.3 3.9 .5
[ Y 142.3 141.5 8.0 C e b

Prescriptions . . . 113.1 113.7 5.6 .5
Anti-infectives . 72.1 72.4 2.7 .4
Sedatives and hypnotics 160.0 160. 8 5.2 .5
Ataractics . .... 110, 6 110,6 4.9 - 0
Antispasmodics . . . 132.0 133.3 12.3 1.0
Cough preparations . 173,1 178.1 9.7 2.9
Cardiovasculars and antihypertensives . . 119.8 120.1 1.3 .3
Analgesics, internal . . 120.5 120.5 2.8 0
Anti-obesities . . . (* ) (* ) ( ) (*)
Hormones . e e e e e e e s 108.7 109.4 8.2 .6

Professional services: '

PRy SICIaNS B8 & ..ttt ettt e e e e i 181.9 184.3 11,7 1.3
General physician, office visits . . 187.1 189.3 11.5 1.2
General physician, house visits . . 184.1 185.6 11.5 .8
ODSTETriCal CASES . . ...\t .\ttt et e e 183.0 187.8 17.2 2,6
Pediatric care, of fiCe Visits ... ..........ouieiirinriieaniinninns 186.3 189.0 12,9 1.4
Psychiatrist, office visits . 161,1 162, 6 9.3 .9
Herniorrhaphy, adult ........... 161.3 164.3 10.7 1.9
Tonsil and adenoi . 171.7 175.1 10,5 2.0

Dentists’ fees . . ............c.unn.. 168, 2 169. 4 6.7 .7
Fillings, adult, amalgam, one surface ... 173.4 174.7 7.1 .7
Extractions, adult . . 166.9 168.1 6.5 .7
Dentures, fult upper 158.9 159.9 6.2 .6

Other professional services:

Examination, prescription, and dispensing
of eyeglasses 156.0 156.7 6.7 .4
Routine laboratory tests . 154.9 158, 0 6.7 2.0
Hospital service charges .. Jan, 72 144,1 145.4 13.2 .9

Semiprivate rooms . . 259, 2 261.5 14. 8 .9

Operating room charges ... .. ... 263.2 265.9 14,3 1.0

X-ray, diagnostic series, upper Gt , 168.5 169.8 12.2 .8

Laboratory tests ............. San. 72 137.3 140, 8 11.7 2,5

Anti-infectives .. ....... Jan, 72 121.2 120.7 11.1 ~.4

Tranquilizers . . .. Jan. 72 127.3 128.0 10. 2 .5

Electrocardiogram . . . . Jan. 72 134,11 135.0 8.7 .7

Intravenous solution . . Jan. 72 139.9 141, 7 11.8 1.3

Physical therapy ......... Jan. 72 144.4 145,2 9.8 .6

Oxygen, inhalation therapy ...... ............ Jan. 72 128.0 129.4 9.2 1.1

PersonBlcare .. ...........oouiiiii e 157. 0 157, 4 5.7 .3
Toilet goods 156, 2 155,.8 5.1 -.3

Toothpaste, standard dentifrice . . 136.3 137.1 6.5 .6

Toilet soap, hard-milled . . . .. ... 194.9 193.7 -1.7 -.6

Hand lotions. ... ....... 160, 0 159.9 8.4 -1

Shaving cream . .. .. 132, 7 131.1 6.1 -2

Face powder ...... 160. 2 160.6 6.5 .2

Deodorants ... 119, 4 116.1 -1.9 -2.8

Cleansing tissues ......... 213, 4 214,3 10.0 o4

Home permanent wave kits . 125.8 126, 8.7 .7

Personal care services ........ 157.8 159.0 6.4 .8

Men's haircuts . . . 158.5 159.9 4.9 .9

Beauty shop services . . 157.3 158.5 7.6 .8
Women's haircuts ........ 178. 2 179.9 12.5 1.0
Shampoo and wave sets, plain . 158. 7 160.1 6.2 .9
Permanent waves, cold . . 133.1 133.4 5.2 .2

Reading and recreation’! 148.5 149.0 4.0 .3
RECreational GOOAS . « ..o vttt ettt e e e e e 126, 0 126.2 3,5 W2

TV sets, portable and console . 103.1 103.1 2.3 0

TV replacement tubes ........... 164.5 165.3 6.6 .5

Radios, portable and table madels . 104.8 105.2 1.4 .4

Tape recorders, POrtable .. ... ..., .. ..iuriitiit e e i 94.9 95.5 .1 .6

Phonograph records, e et e e 124, 0 124.0 2.1 0

Movie cameras, 8mm .. ........ 95,3 95.4 1.4 .1

Film, 35mm, color . 120.9 122, 0 2,3 .9

Golf balls 104, 2 103, 1 -5 ~1.1

See footnotes a1 end of table,
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average— Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to
Other Indexes March 1976 from—
item and group index
base February March March February
1976 1976 1975 1976
Health and recreation—Continued
Reading and recreation— Continued
Recreational goods— Continued
Basketballs, rubber of Viny) COVEr ... ... .. .cuieivnrtrraane et 147.8 147,2 3.4 -0,4
Fishing rods, fresh-water spincasting 123.5 124.0 4.8 .4
Bowlingballs . ................ 128.6 129.2 3.6 5
Bicycles, boys' 143, 1 143, 2 1.0 .1
Tricycles .............. 147.0 147.2 10.2 W1
Dog food, canned or boxed . . .. 170.3 169.7 1.3 -. 4
Recreational services ......... 152.1 153.0 3.4 .6
Indoor movie admissions . 173.3 174, 4 3.2 .6
Adult 168, 4 169.3 2.3 .5
Children's ........... 187, 3 188.7 5.5 .7
Drive-in movie admissions . 175, 6 176.7 2.3 .6
Bowling fees, evening . ... 145, 4 145.5 5.6 .1
Golf green fees ..... %) %) (%) %)
TV repair . . 106. 4 106, 3 1.0 -.1
Film developing 123.6 124,90 .6 .3
Reading and education:
Newspapers, street sale and deliVery ..........oouiieiiiieeetrniiieeeiniiinieiieonns 179.3 180. 6 4.9 .7
Magazines, single copy and subscription . e 177.8 177.8 24,2 0
Piano lessons, beginner ......... 142.9 143.1 3.3 .1
Other goods and services . ... 151.3 151.8 3.6 .3
Tobacco produets. . ......oo.eun... 159,2 159,5 4.2 .2
Cigarettes, nonfilter tip, reguler size . .. 161.5 161.7 4,3 .1
Cigerettes, filter tip, king size ...... .. 162.0 162, 1 4,0 .1
Cigars, domestic, regular size . . . 127.7 128.4 4.5 .5
Alcohotic beverages .......... 144.4 145.2 2.7 .6
Beer, at home 141, 4 142.5 1.2 .8
Whiskey, spirit blended and sttaight bourbon . 115.8 115.6 1.8 -.2
Wine, dessert and table ........... 155.9 156.1 2,2 .1
Beer, away from home 161.4 162, 6 4.8 .7
Financial and miscellaneous personal expenses:
FUNBral SErviCes, BAUIT . . . ...\ttt e et vseeenes e e neaaeeae ettty 148. 3 148. 6 4,8 .2
Bank service charges, checking account . JN 124, 2 124. 8 6.8 .5
Legal services, short Form will ... .. ...uuuetnrrerreenrereernonarnenrenreosenenns 194.9 197.9 7.9 1.5
! Also includes hotel and motel rates riot shown separately. ® Afso includes storage batteries and drivers’ license fees not shown separatefy.
2 Also indudes home purchase costs not shown seperately. ? Includes prices for water pump replacement, motor tune-up, d ission repair, f d
? Also includes pine shelving, furnace filter, packaged dry cement mix, and shrubbery not shown alignment, and chassis lubrication; does not include prices for auto body repairs. In the GPI this component
* Also includes window shades, nails, carpet sweepers, air deodorizers, steel wool scouring pads, en- represents consumers’ direct, out-of-pocket for ife repairs and
velopes, ing and moving 10 Also includes health insurance not shown separatety,
¥ Priced only in season. 'L Also includes outboard motors, nondurable toys, college tuition fees, paperback books, and college
¢ Also includes men’s sport shirts, women's and girls' lightweight coats, women’s stacks, bathing suits, textbooks, not shown separataly.
girls’ shorts, earrings, and zippers not shown separately. (") Discontinued.

7 Not available.
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Table 5. CPi—selected areas, all items index

_(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)

. tndexes
Asea! Pricing 1 T Percent change from:
schedule * 1967=100 1957-59=100 | Other 9 :
1 bases
. March Docember February
March 1976 1975 1978 1976,
t
U.S. city average . .. M 167.5 194, 8 E 6.1 0.7 0.2
i
ChICATO . .o et e M 162.0 184.1 4.1 .4 .3
Detroit M 165.8 190.5 5.5 .6 -1
Los Angeles—Long Beach ... ... .. .. .. ... i i M 163.9 192.8 6.3 .1 .1
M., -Northeastern N.J M 173.9 207.0 6.4 .9 .2
Philadelphia k M 169.7 198.2 5.3 .7 4}
i
i January 1976 J*’,"E“”ﬂ_s'y O&W
BOSION o 1 3171.9 3205.9 9.9 4.3
Houston . 1 172.3 197.1 8.1 2.1
Minneapolis—St, Paul .. .. 1 167.1 193, 7 7.0 1.3
PRtsburgh ... ..o 1 164, 1 188.7 6.3 .8
February 1976 Febreary Noyemuar
Buffalo .. 2 167.2 4183.7 6.1 0.8
Cleveland . 2 165.1 186.4 4.7 .4
Dalas ... 2 163.7 4177.0 6.3 .8
2 162.5 183.5 6.8 .6
2 167.3 $175.9 6.4 1.5
2 161.7 ' 190, 0 6.5 1.3
2 167.0 194.5 5.8 1.0
- e i
March December
. March 1976 1975 1975
3 166.6 191.6 5.1 0.2
3 170, 4 197.8 4.6 1.2
3 8167, 1 7189.7 7.3 1.5
Horolutu . .. 3 160.5 8173.0 6.0 .8
Kansas City 3 163.4 194, 0 5.6 .2
S LOUIS oottt e s 3 162, 7 190.0 i 6.8 1.5
San Francisco—Oakland 3 165.5 196.9 | 6.1 .8
! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the cor ding Standard itan Statistical Area * November 1963=100.
{SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. $ February 1965=100.
Area definitions are those established for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960. ¢ Revised indexes for March 1975, 155.8; June 1975, 160.6; annual average 1975, 160.3.
2 Foods, fuels, and several other items priced every month in all cities; most other goods and services " Revised indexes for March 1975, 176.9; June 1975, 182.3; annual average 1975, 182.0.
priced as indicated: ® December 1963=100.
M — Every month.
1 — January, April, July, and October. NOTE The Consumer Price fndex cannot be used for measuring differences in living costs among areas;
2 ~ February, May, August, and Novernber. it indicates price change within areas. Estimates of differences in living costs among areas are found in the
3 — March, June, September, and Decernber. family budgets.
3 Revised indexes.
Table 6. CPl—areas priced monthly, by expenditure class, percent change from February 1976 to March 1976
{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
us. Los Angele: New York— .
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit 03 Angeles—~ Northeastern Philadelphia
Long Beach
average New Jersey
AlLTEEIMS © .ottt 0.2 0.3 -0.1 0.1 0.2 o
FoOd L. e -7 -.8 -1.1 -.8 -.8 -1l.2
Housing .4 .5 -1 -2 .3 .2
Apparel and upkeep .7 .7 .3 1.8 .1 .7
TrANSPOFTAtION . ... .ottt et e e e .8 .6 .2 .5 1.8 1.3
Health and recreation .6 1.1 .4 .6 .6 0-
Medical care . .. 1.0 1.8 .4 .3 .8 .3
Personal care .. .. .3 (?) (?) (%) (%) (%)
Reading and recreation . .3 1.1 .5 .2 .1 -.3
Other goods and services .3 .4 } .2 1.2 .6 .1
! See footnote 1, 1able 5. 2 Not available,
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Table 7. CPl—selected areas, by expenditure class

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workars, 1967=100)

us. Los Angeles— New York—
Group city Chicago Detroit o8 Ange Northeastern Philadelphia
Long Beach
average New Jersey

Indexes {March 1976)

ASLHEMS « .ottt vttt it ettt e e e e 167.5 162.0 165.8 163.9 173.9 169.7
2T 178.7 177.3 173.6 170.9 183.2 184. 6
Foodathome.............. 177.7 176.4 171, 7 170.5 183.5 182.3
Cereals and bakery products. 180, 6 181, 5 181.7 178.0 183.0 181.1
Meats, pouitry, and fish . ... 180.2 182, 6 171.9 176.6 180, 7 184, 8
Dairy products . .. .. 167.9 159, 0 169.0 155.5 171.8 168, 8
Fruits and vegetables . . 173.6 169. 1 160, 1 159.0 189,8 184, 6
Other food at home . . . . 182.9 181.8 177, 0 176, 4 192.2 188, 1
Food away from hOmME . .ottt vre it e eniinrinanesronninnrerns 182.8 180.9 182.3 172,11 182,6 194, 4
HOUSING . o v v v e et e tnee s ettt st e e e 174.5 160. 1 169, 7 172.4 180,5 176.9
Shelter. . .. .. 176.3 160.3 173.9 177.5 179.9 185.6
Rent, residentia 142,7 136.3 2 141, 2 (%) 153, 1
Homeownership . . 188,17 171.1 180. 8 188.9 194.4 194, 1
Fuel and utitities . . . . 178.9 161, 2 176,5 160.9 200.2 172.7
Fuel off end coal ... N 247.6 234,9 242.8 - 257.1 237.8
Gas and electricity .............. .. 183, 7 166.2 190. 4 186, 0 216. 6 177.0
H ! ishings and HOM 4 e e 166. 6 158.9 151,9 160, 0 170.5 163,7
ADPArel BN UPKOOD . . . .\ oottt et e st iire e e e e, 145.0 136, 4 141.0 138.6 142, 6 138.0
Men’s and boys’ .. 145, 4 133,5 149,1 131.4 142, 0 145.8
Women'’s and girls’ . 138.5 131,0 129.0 134, 8 135.0 120, 1
FOOIWEBT ..ttt ittt itieaenr b eraset st aaacatauiannenos 147.5 139,5 148.2 143,3 143,6 148.8
TRANBPOTIALION . . ¢ st een e arvsesre s e tanseecsoerarenineneen 159,8 160, 3 154,6 160, 0 180.9 160, 4
Private - 158.5 159.3 153,5 162.1 168.9 161.9
Public 172.3 166. 6 167.8 120. 4 226.8 152.0
Health and recreation. . . 160, 6 162, 0 170, 7 156, 5 166.8 164, 4
Medical care ..... 180, 6 184.3 203,8 181. 4 195, 4 194,.9
Personsicare . ........ 157.4 152,9 (%) 145, 6 (% 2
Reading and recreation . . . . 149, 0 150,9 150.8 138.9 152.2 149.5
Other goods 8nd SIVICES . . .. ... oo v irventeniiieirsiiiaiiiisiaeiiis 151.8 154, 3 155.4 148.0 156.9 154.5

Percent changes December 1976 to March 1876

AHFBME .ot vitiie et ittt e 0,7 0.4 0.6 0.1 0.9 0.7
-1.1 -.20 -1.8 -2,5 -1.0 -2
Food at home . . -1.8 -2.8 -2.6 -3.9 -1.8 -6
Cereals and bakery products. -9 -7 -1.6 -2.1 -2.8 .2
Meats, poultry, and fish . . . -4,8 -5.4 ~5.9 -5.6 -4.4 -4.0
Dairy products ...... .. . 1.5 .1 1.0 -.8 .8 3.7
Fruits and vegetables. .9 -2.7 2.1 -4.4 2,8 3.5
Other food at home . -1.6 -1.2 -2.9 -4,3 -1.6 -1.7
FOOd aWAY FrOM NOME <. o\ \ vttt ittt e ie e ae it eaee e enaeeaananns 1.6 1.2 1.3 1.7 1.4 1.3
Housing . ... 1.3 1.1 .7 .1 1.3 1.3
Shelter, .7 .4 .3 -.4 .8 .5
Rent, residentiat 1.5 3.7 (%) 31.4 (%) 3.9
Homeownership .5 -.1 .3 -1.2 .2 .2
Fuel and utilities . 1.6 3.0 .6 -9 2.4 1.6
Fuel oil and coal . -.4 -3.0 -1.6 - .6 -1.2
Gas and electricity .............. 2.6 6.5 .8 -1,2 5.2 3.8
Household furnishings and OPErBTION . .. ... covuuunneerrrrnreeireronnn. 2.8 2.5 1.8 2,8 2,1 2.6
Apparel and upkeep. . . -1 ~1.0 .6 .4 .1 -.4
Men's and boys’ . .8 .5 3.5 .6 2.2 3.3
Women's and girls’. -2.5 -3.8 ~1.5 -. 4 -2.2 -5,4
Footwear 1.2 -1 -7 .8 2.4 1.5
Transportation . . . 1.4 1,8 .6 .9 2.0 1.1
Private.. . . 1.5 2.0 .5 1.0 2.4 1.3
Public ... 1.3 .3 2.4 1.2 .8 .3
Heslth and recreation. 2.0 2.5 3.1 2.6 2.5 1.2
Medical care . . 3.4 4,5 4.0 3.9 3.9 1.6
Personal care . 1.8 1.5 (3 1.2 (%) (*
Reading and recreation . . 1.0 2,0 2.9 1.7 1.1 1,1
Other goods and services .. 1.3 1.2 2,6 2.0 .6 .9
See footnotes at end of table,
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Table 7. CPl—selected areas, by expenditure c!ass~continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Kansas St San
Group Atlanta Baltimore Cincinnati Honoluly Cit Loui Francisco~
Y ouis
Oakland
Indexes (March 1976}
AIIEMS ... 166, 6 170. 4 4167.1 160.5 163.4 162.7 165.5
FOOA ..ttt 184.2 181.9 180. 6 182.6 180.3 178.4 172.2
Foodathome.............. 184.3 180.9 183.3 180.0 180.5 178.2 174.3
Cereals and bakery products . 183.9 176.0 190.8 179.8 180.1 193.9 177.9
Meats, poultry, and fish 183.0 184.8 | 188.2 183. 6 178.7 178.7 182.8
Dairy products . ... ... 180.8 168. 2 i 170.3 175.9 183.4 170.1 157. 4
Fruits and vegetables . . 183.8 176.2 . 176.2 175.9 169. 2 173.8 163.7
Other food at home . . . 188.9 189.5 188.1 180.5 189. 4 177.1 179.3
Food away from home ... ......ovvereenrnnnnnnn. 183.9 185, 6 170. 4 190.0 179.8 179. 4 164. 8
HOUSING . ..ot 172.8 181.3 $170.9 152, 6 166.7 165, 2 174.0
Shelter.......... 176.9 189.1 6175.1 153, 6 171.1 7163.5 178.8
Rent, residential 130, 6 132.8 123.0 154.8 122.3 119.0 150. 4
Homeownership . . 190. 6 212.6 8199.6 152.8 9190, 3 1176.4 193.2
Fuet and utilities . . . . ; 167.6 173.7 177.4 142.2 154.7 168. 1 159.0
Fuel il and coal. . - 243.5 - - - 260.7 -
Gas and electricity . . 178.5 i 175. 4 179.5 158, 0 172.1 169.6 179.9
Household furnishings and operation . .............. 166.4 i 168. 6 156.2 155.5 162.8 166.7 165.7
Apparel and upkeep 141.5 { 151. 6 I 151.2 145.1 146.9 140, 2 145.5
Men's and boys' 150.9 i 154, 3 147.9 142.9 148, 1 137.0 149.9
Women'sand girls’ . ... ... .. ; 131.4 ; 136.0 148.5 132.8 143,3 134.6 142, 0
FOOMWEAT. . . o\ v ottt e e e e et i 126.3 160.7 159.4 143.3 155.8 i 150, 2 143, 6
) i
Transportation ! 148.6 154.2 148.4 151.5 154,9 | 153.1 159.7
Private. . i 152.7 154.0 154.0 156. 6 155.1 i 157.3 160. 3
L | 94.5 154.5 P 1105,3 123.9 150. 3 i 103.1 148, 3
Health and recreation. . ... .. .....ourvareennnennans 164.8 i 162.0 165.7 157.7 156. 6 i 156, 6 158, 0
Medical care .. ... 193.7 | 187.9 193,4 177.2 170.3 ’ 165.2 178.8
Personal Care . . ... .o v e e e 161.9 154, 4 156.2 167.2 158.7 i 159. 0 155.9
Reading and recreation . . 149.7 147.3 143. 1 155.6 141.9 146.3 143.9
Other goods and SErVICeS . . . ... v.voutneervannne.s 140, 5 157.3 163.3 133, 6 156.2 154,2 144.2
Percant changes December 1975 to March 1976
A TEEMS © o oot et e 0.2 l 1.2 1.5 0.8 0.2 1.5 0.8
FOOD ..ottt -L9 ’ -.5 -.2 .2 -2.0 ~. 4 2.1
Foodathome............. -2.6 -.8 -.6 .1 -2.7 -.8 -3.2
Cereals and bakery products -.8 l -.5 1.1 -1.3 -1,3 .5 .6
Meats, poultry, and fish ... -8.3 ' -3.8 -2.3 -1.2 6.4 -3.9 -5.6
Dairy Products . . oo vttt 5.5 ! 5.3 1 2.1 1.0 2.6 -1, 7
Fruitsand vegetables .. ....................... -.8 | 1.0 .1 1.3 -1.3 2.2 -1.6
Other food at home . . -1.2 i -7 .1 1.7 -2.0 -1.9 -3.7
Food away fromhome .. ..ot .7 .7 1.4 .4 ir A 1.4 2.4
Housing 1.1 1.7 1.9 0 .9 2.9 i 1,4
Shelter. . .... .1 W7 1.2 -.6 -.1 2.0 i 1.0
Rent, residential . .2 1.5 .4 1.4 .8 .8 ; 1.2
Homeownership . -1 .4 1.6 ~-1.9 -7 2.3 i .8
Fuel and Utilities . . ... oooovtrvinninee i 2.0 5.8 3.7 -7 L6 4,2 i .1
Fueloilandcoal. . ..........ovvuiienoinion.s - -7 - - - 1.3 ! -
Gas and electricity . .......... 3.3 8.3 6.2 -7 2,4 6.1 0
Househotd furnishings and operation 2.9 1.8 3.1 2.9 3.2 3.3 3.4
Apparet and upkeep .9 2.2 2.8 1.6 1.7 2.0 1.0
Men’s and boys’ . .. 1.3 2.9 2.7 3.1 1.6 .9 2.5
Women's and girls’ . -1.3 1.9 2,2 .4 2.1 2.5 .1
FOOMWEAM. . o e et e et et e e 1.6 1.4 3.9 1.6 2.3 1.8 1.6
Transportation . .3 2.3 -.1 1.1 .1 .9 | 1.7
Private. ... .3 .5 -2 1.4 W1 1.0 | 1.6
Public .. .. o 16.8 4 0 .6 .4 1.2
Health and recreation ......................ocoon.. 1.0 1.3 ! 3.5 2.1 1.5 2.0 2.3
Medical care ... ... 2.4 1 2.4 6.7 4.1 3.0 3.3 4.0
Personal care. . ...... 1.1 ! .9 1.9 2.1 1.3 .3 .8
Reading and recreation . . -3 { 0 1.5 .9 W7 1.0 1.1
Other goods and services . . . 0 1.6 ! 2.3 .9 .5 2.1 1.5

See footnote 1, table 5.

Nat available.

Change from January 1976.

Revised indexes: March 1975, 155.8; June 1975, 160.6; 1975 annual average, 160.3.

Revised indexes: March 1975, 154.3; June 1975, 164.2; 1975 annualaverage, 162.1.

Revised indexes: March 1975, 153.6; June 1975, 168.2; 1975 annual average, 165.3.

Revised indexes: June 1975, 167.2; 1975, 159.7; D 1975, 160.3; 1975 annuat
average, 155.5.
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196.4; 1975 annual average, 186.2.
? Revised indexes: June 1975, 181.2;

Revised indexes: March 1975, 168.7; June 1975, 191.0;

1975, 184.5; D

1975, 187.4; D

average, 182.0.
'® Revised indexes: June 1975, 169.2;

1975, 172.1; D

average, 166.9.

'Y Revised indexes: 1975, 104.5; D
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Table 8. CPl—food groups, selected areas

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Food at home
Food
Total Cereals . Other awa
Aves ! food Toal and Meats, Dairy Fruits foods fronyn
bakery poultry, products and at home
products and fish, vegetables horre
Indexes (March 1976}
U.S. CItY BVEFBEE « . .\ ve et a et 178.7 177.7 180. 6 180.2 167.9 173.6 182.9 182.8
Atlania ... 184, 2 184, 3 183.9 183.0 180. 8 183.8 188.9 183,9
Baltimore .. 181.9 180.9 176.0 184.8 168.2 176.2 189.5 185. 6
Boston ... 182.1 181.2 185, 2 183.6 162.3 183.8 186.9 185.5
Buffalo .. 177, 5 176.7 187.0 180,2 164.0 168.7 181.0 182.1
Chicago ... 177. 3 176. 4 181.5 182. 6 159.0 169.1 181.8 180, 9
Cincinnati 180. 6 183.3 190.8 188.2 170.3 176.2 188.1 170.4
Cleveland . . . 182.2 182.2 188.2 181.2 172. 6 180.0 188.4 182.7
Dallas. ... 174.6 170, 8 175.6 171.7 161.2 167.4 174. 6 188.4
Detroit. . . 173. 6 171. 7 181.7 171.9 169. 0 160. 1 177.0 182.3
Honolulu . 182. 6 180, 0 179.8 183.6 175.9 175.9 180.5 190.0
Houston. ... 185.3 181.7 183. 6 186.8 178. 7 174.5 180.2 198.3
Kansas City . . 180. 3 180.5 180. 1 178.7 183. 4 169. 2 189,4 179.8
Los Angeles~Long Beach. .. 170, 9 170.5 178.0 176. 6 155, 5 159, 0 176.4 172.1
Milwaukee .......... .. 176.5 176.4 182.9 179.5 169. 1 172.8 176.2 176, 4
Minneapolis—St. Paul . . 185.1 180.9 189.6 184.7 181. 4 170.3 179. 4 203,3
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J .. 183.2 183.5 183.0 180.7 171.8 189.8 192.2 182.6
Phifadetphia . ... .. ... .. 184, 6 182.3 181.1 184.8 168.8 184. 6 188.1 194.4
Pittsburgh. . . . . .. 179.4 177.3 190.3 183.2 151, 6 174.8 180, 7 192.3
St. Louis ... . 178. 4 178.2 193.9 178.7 170.1 173.8 177.1 179.4
San Diego .......... .. 175.5 169.2 173.8 178.3 157.1 158. 3 168.9 191.2
San Francisco—~Oakland . . . 172.2 174.3 177.9 182.8 157. 4 163.7 179.3 164, 8
Seattle ............. .. 172.5 173.9 179.7 185.4 167.1 153.1 176.5 167.9
Washington. . .......... 182, 4 180.3 185.4 172.0 160. 3 187.5 197.9 187.6
Percent changes February 1976 to March 1976

US, CIty QVErage . .......ovuvvevannanencnnranrunens -0.7 -1.1 -0.3 -1.5 -0.4 0,2 -2,0 0.5
Atanta -1.0 -1.3 -1 -3.4 .2 1.6 .6 .2
Baltimore .. -.9 -1.3 0 -1.9 -.5 .1 -2.7 .4
Boston .. ... -2 -.4 .6 -.9 -1.0 1.0 -1.1 .7
Butfalo .. -.9 -1.2 2.0 -9 -.2 -3.9 -2.0 .2
Chicago . . -.8 -1.1 -2 -2.1 -1.5 .9 -1.2 .6
Cincinnati -3 -5 .1 -1.2 -.6 .8 -1.3 7
Cleveland . . . -.3 -.4 -7 -.3 1.5 .3 -1.6 .2
Dallas. . . . -.9 -l.4 -2.0 -1.4 -.3 .3 -3.1 .8
Detroit. . . -1.1 -1, 6 -.8 -2.1 -.6 .2 -3.0 .7
Honolulu . -1,0 -1.4 -5.0 -1.3 -.2 -1,1 .7 .2
Houston. ... . -6 -.8 -.3 ~1.5 -7 1.0 -1.6 .3

Kansas City ............s . -1.3 -1.7 -.2 -2.5 -2 -1.4 -2.9 (4]
Los Angefes—Long Beach . . -.8 -1, 4 -7 -1.5 -6 -7 -2.8 .9

Milwaukee .............. -.6 -.8 -1 -.3 -2 -.4 -1.9 (4]
Minneapolis—~St. Paul . . -5 -.8 -.8 -4 -1 -.2 -2.2 .3
N.Y.~Northeastern N. .. -.8 -1.1 -1.0 -1.8 -.2 1.1 -2.3 .5
Philadelphia......... . -1.2 -7 .7 -2.6 -.5 -.8 -3.1 .6
Pittsburgh . . -.3 - 4 3.9 -1.2 -.1 -.2 ~2.5 .3
St. Louis . .. -.5 -.8 -1 -1.5 -. 8 1.5 -2.0 .7

San Diego. ... ......... -1.5 -2.2 ~-2.3 -2.0 -1l.4 -1 -3.7 (4]
San Francisco—Oakiand -.7 -1.2 .3 -1.1 -1.4 .1 -3.3 1.2
Seattle ............... -.3 -7 -.2 -1.1 -4 .5 -1.3 .6
-7 ~.9 1.6 -1.7 .6 -1.2 -1.9 .1
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Table 9. CP1—gasoline indexes, U.S. city average and selected areas

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, January 1976=100}

Leadad reguler gasotine Unleaded regular gasoline Premium gasoline
Percent change Parcent change Percant change
Area’ Index to March 1976 Index to March 1976 Index o March 1976
from— from— from—
February March February February March February February March February
1976 1976 1976 1976 1978 1978 1976 1978 1976
U.S. city average ? ... ... ottt 96.8 97.4 -1.4 99.1 98.2 -0.9 99.1 98.1 -1,0
Atianta . ... e e e e e 98.8 97.4 -1.4 99.5 99.0 -.5 99.4 98.4 -1.0
BOItIMONE ..o\ttt e e e 98.1 96. 1 -2,0 97.7 97.6 -.1 98.2 97.4 -.8
BOSION . .ottt 99.2 97.4 -1.8 99.6 99.0 -6 99,4 97.7 -1.7
BUHBI0. L oot s 98.8 96.5 -2.3 98.9 97.6 ~1.3 98.7 96,7 -2,0
LT P 98.1 97.0 -1 98.7 98,2 -.5 98,7 97.5 -1.2
CINCINNAt .. uv it et et e e, 99.4 97.2 -2.2 99.6 98.7 -.9 99.6 97.9 -1.7
Cleveland .. .....ovveneien ciinininniieas 99.3 96,0 -3.3 99.5 97.9 -1.6 98.9 96.3 -2.6
Dalles........oovivvinniniiiiiiiiinniaes 99.1 97.9 -1.2 99.2 98.8 -4 99.3 98.6 -7
DOIrOIt . ..oicienrs et e e 98.7 97.0 -1.7 99.1 98. 6 =5 98.8 97.9 -9
HONOWI ..ot et ie s s e 99.5 99.2 -.3 99.6 99.2 -.4 99.3 98.9 -4
HOUSION .. ouuuiies eaiiet et e a e e 99.0 98,3 -7 98.9 98.7 -2 98,6 98.0 -.6
Kanmas City .. .oueniiianee i i e e e 99.4 97.4 -2.0 99.4 98,2 -1.2 99.5 97.1 2.4
Los Angeles—~Long Beach ...........oiivinviiiiiiinnetiiniiiiiiiiiiaes 98.3 97.3 -1.0 100, 4 98.3 -2.1 99.0 98,3 -7
MUIWBUKO® . ... o i e 99.2 98.1 <11 99.5 99.0 -.5 99.6 98.4 -1.2
Minnespolis—St. Paut . . 98. 4 96,7 -1.7 99.0 98.7 -.3 98,6 97.8 -.8
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J . 99.0 96.4 -2.6 99.6 98.7 -9 99.6 97.17 -1.9
Philadelphis .. .........coivieiniiiieeniian. 97.2 95.5 ~1.7 98.5 98.2 -3 98.1 96,6 -1.5
Plrtsburgh. . . ...evt it 98.3 96.2 ~2,1 98.7 97.9 -.8 98.9 97.6 -1.3
St.Louls ...t e 98.6 98.3 -3 98.9 98.5 -4 98,6 98,2 -4
SonDIeg0 . .oeviniiii i 98,5 97.5 -1.0 99.0 98.3 -7 98,8 98.0 -.8
San Francisco—OakIend. .. ......coivveienriniiinns 99.0 97.3 -1.7 98.5 98,0 «.5 98.7 98.0 -7
SOMUE . ... e 98.4 98.2 .2 98.1 98,2 .1 98.6 98.2 -4
Washington .....coeviivinarniiirioeioriiinaens . 98.1 96.9 -2 98.8 98.3 .5 98.9 97.7 -1.2
1 Area coveraga includes the urban portion of the ing M [ ical Area lication of indexes and average prices for unieaded reguler gasoline. In order to facilitate comparisons among
(SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more extensive Standard Consotidated Areas sreused. indexes for the several types of gasoline, esch has been put on 8 Januery 1876=100 reference base. For the
Area definitions are those established for the 1960 Census and do not include ravisions made tince 1960. of users, the index series for regular leaded and premium gasotine on the new base are
given in tables 11 and 12 of this publication. it should be noted that rebesing doss not indicate a chenge in
NOTE: Effective with the reieass of the March 1876 CP1, the Bureau of Labor Statistics has begun pub- price levels, but is simply a change in the point of time from which price changes are messured.

Table 10. CPl—gasoline average prices, U.S. city average and selected areas

{Consumer prica index for urban wage sarners and clerical workers)

Leaded regular gasoline [ Unleaded regular gasoline ] Premium gasoline
Area ! Aversge price per gallon

Januery February March January February March January February March

1976 1978 1078 1978 1976 1978 1976 1978 1976
US.Clty 8verage .. .......uoiuiiieninrneuiinrainentororannionenaenesnn $0,584 $0,578 $0.569 $0,605| $0.600 $0.594 $0. 629 $0.623 $0.617
AUBIIE .. ittt ittty <577 .570 <562 . 601 .598 .595 . 627 .623 .617
BatiMOre . .....oi.iiiiiiii e e . .598 .586 .574 .614 . 600 .599 . 644 .633 . 627
e e . .585 .581 .570 . 601 .599 .595 . 629 . 625 .615
.................. . .594 . 586 .573 .617 .610 . 602 . 641 . 633 . 620
.................. . .599 .588 .581 . 632 . 623 . 620 .642 | 634 . 626
. 575 .571 .559 .592 . 590 . 585 . 622 . 620 . 609
.585 .581 .562 . 595 <592 .582 . 628 . 621 . 605
.................................. . .538 .533 . 526 .556 .551 . 549 .579 575 .571
................................... . .579 .572 .562 . 604 .599 .596 . 632 . 625 .619
............................... . . 685 . 682 . 680 . 696 . 693 . 690 . 727 . 721 . 719
................................. . . 527 .522 .518 .546 . 540 .539 576 .568 . 565
........................... . . .554 .551 .539 .570 .566 .559 « 599 .596 .582
Los Angeles—LongBeach ........... ..ociviviiiiie oo . .583 .573 .568 .611 .613 . 600 627 . 621 .616
MIlWBUKe® . ... ve e e . . 544 . 540 . 534 .566 .563 .560 .593 .590 .583
Minnespotis—~St. Paul ........ ..ottt . .575 .565 .556 .591 .585 .584 . 633 . 624 ,619
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J . ........vieeniiiineiieiiiiieiiniinns . .598 .592 .576 .615 . 612 . 607 . 649 . 646 . 634
Philedelphla. .. ... ..viiiiiiii it . «583 .566 .557 612 . 603 . 601 641 . 629 .619
PITBBURGN . ..ot e . .581 571 .559 . 602 .594 .589 . 625 .618 .610
B T . . 567 .559 .557 .582 .576 .574 .614 . 605 . 603
SN DIBg0. . .t i e . . 603 .594 .588 .628 . 622 .618 . 650 . 642 . 637
. SN Francisco—08KIaNG .. ........iiiriiiiin i e, . 614 . 608 . 597 . 632 .623 .619 . 659 . 651 . 646
Seattle ... .574 . 564 .563 .594 .582 .583 .618 . 609 . 607
WBShINGION . o0oineieieiirinenreirenineraniienas . . 602 .590 .583 . 627 . 620 . 617 . 656 . 648 . 641
! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the cor i i istical Area Ares definitions are those established for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.

{SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used.
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Table 11. CPi—regular leaded gasoline indexes, U.S. city average and selected areas

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, January 1976=100}

Year January Feabr;u~ lMarch ] April ] May ] June 1 July ]August Fe];gt:;n- lOctober Nol;/::n— Di‘;erm‘ Avx;r;\;agle
U.S. City Average
1973 - - - - - - - - - 68.9 71.5 74.8 -
1974 79.5 84,0 90.3 91.8 94.1 95.1 95.5 94.8 94.1 91.4 90.3 90, 3 90.9
1975 90.9 91.2 91.4 92.5 94.1 97.0 101.2 101.8 102.1 101. 6 100, 7 100, 2 97.1
Atlanta
1973 - - - - ~ ~ - - - 68.9 7.3 75. 7, -
1974 79.5 83.5 90.¢ 93.2 94.4 96. 8 98.2 96. 3 95.8 90. 6 90. 4 90, 7| 91.6
1975 93.4 93.5 92.6 94.2 96.3 100.2 103.6 103.1 103.2 101, 7 100.8 100, 9 98,6
Baltimore
1973 - - - - - - - - - 68.4 71.5 75.1 -
1974 79.7 85.4 89.7 92.7 94. 4 95.1 95.2 94.3 94.2 90.9 91. 0] 90. 4 91.1
1975 91.9 92.6 92.1 93. 6 95. 6, 98.2 101. 6 102.9 102. 6 102, 0 101. 0 100, } 97.8
Boston
1973 - - - - - - - - - 69,1 71. 7] 74.9 -
1974 78.6 83.6 88.3 89.0 92.5 93.2 94.7 94.3 93.9 90.9 90.7 90.9 90.0
1975 91.0 90.7 92.1 93.0 93.7 95.9 102. 4 102.8 101.9 101.9 101, 2 100. 5| 97.2
Buffalo
1973 - - - - - - - - - 67.8 70. 0 72. 6 -
1974 76. 1 82.9 91.2 96.5 95.7 97.2 98.0 97.7 96.7 92.1 90. 3| 90. 5 92.1
1975 90,2 90,2 90,0 91.2 94.0 96.2 101.8 102, 2 102.7 101.6 100.9 100, 3 96.7
Chicago
1973 - - - - - - - - - 70.2 73.4 77. ) -
1974 83.4 86.4 93.3 93.3 94.9 96.8 96.7 95.9 94.9 91.3 90. 1 90, 3 92.3
1975 90.8 91.2 91.5 92.4 93.5 96. 4 101, 9 102.2 102.5 101. 3. 100. 1 9. 97.0
Cincinnati
1973 z - - - - - - - - - 70.4 75. 4 78. 1 -
1974 79.6 86.4 92.3 94.7 98.7 98.9 99.0 98.5 96.4 94.4 92.0 91. 4 93.5
1975 91.4 91.8 92.7 93.5 95.8 99.6 103. 4 104, 0f 104, 1 103.0 100, 9 101, 1 98.5
Cleveland
1973 - - - - - - - - - 69,5 .73.6 76. 6 -
1974 79.0 85.7 90.5 89.6 97.0 97.2 94.6 94.2 92.6 90.8 90. 3 90. 5 91.0
1975 90. 6 91.2 92.0 93.6 95.1 98.3 102. 4 103.1 102.8 102. 0 100. 8 100, 3 97.7
Dallas
1973 - - - - - - - - - 65. 4 67. 8 71. 1 -
1974 77.6 83.5 90.6 93.5 94,2 95.7 95.0 95, 2, 94.2 92.3 90. 1 90, 1 91,0
1975 90.1 91.0 91. 4 92.2 95.2 97.7 103.4 102.9 103.3 102.9 101, 8 100. 9 97.7
Detroit
1973 - -~ - - - - - - - 72.0 74. 9 78.9 -
1974 83.3 88.0 97.0 99.2 98.9 99. 6 99.1 97.3 96.4 93.3 91.7 91. 9 94.7
1975 92.5 91.9 92,7 93.4 94.0 97.8 103.6 103. 2 103.5 102, 3 100, 3] 100. 0 97.9
Honolulu
1973 - - - - - - - - - 66,0 67.8 69. § -
1974 73.2 77.7 83.0 82.9 85.9 87.4 87.7 88.3 87.7 86.5 86.8 87. 4 84,6
1975 88.7 88.3 88.7 90.9 94.7 98.3 101.5 101, 7 102.6 101.9 101. 8 100. 7 96.6
Houston
1973 - - - - - - - - - 65.9 68. 5 71.1 -
1974 77.1 81.0 86.0 91.0 92.7 94.5 93.4 93.5 93.2 91.2 89. 4] 88. 9, 89.3
1975 89.4 90.1 90.9 91.4 94.3 97.8 103.3 103.2 103.0 102.2 101.3 100, 5 97.3

23

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Table 11. CPl—regular leaded gasoline indexes, U.S. city average and selected areas —Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, Janu.

ary 1976=100)

- . Septem- N ~{ D - A 1
Year January F«:l;ryu JMarch l April I May I June July IAugust [ el;:;n IOctober og::.‘ ebceerm Avne‘;“;age
Kansas City
1973 - - - - - - - - - 69.0 72.3 74.5 -
1974 84.0 86.7) 90.1 93.6 95.4 96.7 97.6 96. 1 94.5 91.5 90,6 89.9 92.2
1975 90.5 89.4| 89.6 91.4 94.1 95.7 101.0 102. 6 102. 4 101.6 100.0 99.5 96.5
Los Angeles—Long Beach
1973 - - - - - - - - - 69.2 72.1 74.6 -
1974 79.2 84.8{ 90.8 92.5 94.1 94.3 94.0 93.1 92.0 89.4 89.0 89.8 90.2
1975 92.3 92,0} 91.8 93.4 94.5 97.2 101.0 100.8 101.2 101, 7 100. 6 100, 0 97.2
Milwaukee
1973 - - - - - - - - - 70.8 74. 6 77,6 -
1974 81.5 86.6{ 96.6 97.9 97.8 100, 1 99.5 98.1 98.0 93,6 91.6 91,2 94.4
1975 91.9 9.9 92.1 92.6 94.5 97.6 103.2 103.3 103.5 | 102.9 100.9 100, 4 97.9
Minneapolis—St. Paul
1973 - - - - - - - - - 68,7 70.8 73,7 -
1974 80.4 83.8| 88.6 93.3 95.3 96.3 97.0 94.8 92.2 88,9 87.7 87.7 90.5
1975 88.2 88.2] 87.4 89.7 91.7 96.9 101.9 102, 7 102, 3 102.3 101.2 99.5 96.0
New York~Northeastern New Jersey
1973 - - - - - - - - - 70.9 72.9 76.8 -
1974 81.3 86.5! 91.9 93.4 96.7 98.7 99.0 97.9 97.8 94.6 93.5 92.7 93.7
1975 92.5 92.4] 92.4 93.2 93.6 95.7 100, 7 101.3 102, 2 101.1 100.4 100, 1 97.2
Philadelphia
1973 - - - - - - - - - 68.5 69.6 74.3 -
1974 78.3 83.3| 93.1 92.3 94.0 95.5 95.8 95.0 95.1 92.1 90.9 90.7 91.4
1975 90.9 90.7| 90.7 91.5 93.9 96.9 100.2 100.8 100.8 101.4 100.7 100.0 96.6
Pittsburgh
1973 - - - - - - - - - 68.9 71,1 73.7 -
1974 79.3 83.2| 88.8 91.5 93.8 93.9 94.5 94.1 93.9 91.4 90.1 90.9 90. 4
1975 92.4 92.1} 9L.9 93.5 95.3 97.7 101.7 103.1 102, 1 101, 6 100.7 100.2 97.7
St. Louis
1973 - - - - - - - - - 71.7 74.0 76.9 -
1974 83.9 88.0f 92.6 94.4 96.1 98.4 98.3 97.0 96.0 92.7 91.5 91.2 93.3
1975 92.0 92.0] 92.3 93.8 96.4 98.5 102.9 103.9 104.2 102. 4 101.5 100. 1 98.4
San Diego
1973 - - - - - - - - - 68,6 70.6 72.8 -
1974 77.6 84,0 89.2 90.0 92.1 92,6 92.7 91.6 91.4 88.9 88,6 89,7 89.0
1975 91.5 91.5| 9L.7 92.9 94.3 96.2 100, 8 101.3 102.0 102, 1 100.8 100, 6 97. 1
San Francisco—Oakland
1973 - - - - - - - - - 69,5 72.2 75.2 -
1974 78.9 83.2| 88.5 88.8 93.0 93.8 95.1 94.9 93.9 91.5 91.7 91.7 90.4
1975 92.1 91.9| 92.6 94.3 94.9 97.2 100, 6 102.0 101.7 101. 6 101, 3 100.5 97.6
Seattle
1973 - - - - - - - - - 70.2 72.2 74.9 -
1974 79. 83.7] 90.7 91.4 93.3 95.1 94.2 94.7 93.0 90. 4 89.9 89.7 90.5
1975 91.8 91.8{ 91.9 93.8 95.6 97.9 100, 6 101.8 101.7 101.6 101, 5 100, 6 97.5
Washington
1973 - - - - - - - - - 68.8 70.7 74.1 -
1974 79.5 82.3| 87.8 88.9 92.7 93.3 93.5 93.3 93.3 91.1 90.9 90.9 89.8
1975 91.3 9l.2¢{ 91.7 92.8 94.6 96.3 100. 4 101.0 101.4 100, 7 100.5 100.3 96.8
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Table 12. CPl—premium gasoline indexes, U.S. city average and selected areas

{Consumer price index for urban wage ezrners and clericet workers, January 1976=100)

Year January Fealzryu- l March l April I May J June l July [August Fe%tee:n- October Nol;/ee:n- D%cee;m- :Vnet;:;;le
U.S. City Average
1973 - - - - - - - - - 69.8 72.2 75.2 -
1974 79.6 83.7 89.6 91.2 93.3 93.9 94.5 93.9 93.4 91.2 90. 2 90.3 90. 4
1975 90.9 91.2 9l.5 92. 93.9 96. 6 100, 5 101.2 101.6 101.2 100. 6 100.2 96.8
Atlanta
1973 - - - - - - - - - 69.1 7.6 75.8 -
1974 79.0 82,9 88.8 91.8 92.3 94.4 95.6 94. 4 93.8 90.6 90.5 90. 7 90. 4
1975 92,7 92.7 92.9 94.3 96.3 99.3 102.0 101.7 101.7 101.2 100.8 100.0 98.0
Baltimore
1973 - - - - - - - - - 69.5 72.3]  75.8 -
1974 80.1 85.5 89.2 92.5 93.7 94,2 94.9 94.1 93.8 91,7 91.3 91.7 91.0
1975 92.3 92.6 92.8 94.2 95.2 97.6 100, 8 102.1 102. 6 102, 2 100.8 99.9 97.8
Boston
1973 - - - - - - - - - 70.5 73.0 76.0 -
1974 79.3 84,1 88.2 89.1 92.2 92.7 94. 1 94.0 93.7 91.5 91.2 91.1 90,1
1975 91.3 91.1 92.7 93.2 94.0 95,7 101.8 102.0 101.7 101.8 101.3 100. 8] 97.2
Buffalo
1973 - - - - - - - - - 68.3 70.5 72. 8 -
1974 76.2 82.7 90. 6 95.3 94.7 95.7 96,7 95.8 95.4 91.3 89.7 89. 5| 91.1
1975 89.7 89.7 89.3 90.4 93.1 94.9 101.8 102, 2 102.3 100.9 100. 6 100, 4 96.3
Chicago
1973 - - - - - - - - - 71.5 74.3 78. 0 -
1974 83.6 85.9 93, 93.1 94.2 95.2 95.2 95.0 94.0 90.8 90.1 90,3 91.7
1975 90.6 90. 6 91.0 92.1 93.6 96.2 101.2 101.9 102. 1 100.9 100.1 99. 9 96.7
Cincinnati
1973 - - - - - - - - - 71.4 76.2 78.3 -
1974 79.7 86.1 91.2 93.5 97.4 97.6 97.4 97.2 95.3 93.6 92.1 91.9 92.8
1975 91.7 91.9 92.6 93.1 95.3 98.7 102.1 102, 6 102.7 102.2 100, 6 100, 7 97.9
Cleveland
1973 - - - - - - - - - 70.9 74.7 76.7 -
1974 79.5 86.3 89.7 90. 6 96.0 96.5 94. 1 94.3 92.3 91.0 90.7 90. 7] 91.0
1975 90.9 91.3 92.6 93.7 95.1 97.9 102.1 102.3 101.9 101.8 100.9 99.7 97.5
Dallas
1973 - - - - - - - - - 67.2 69,1 72.5 -
1974 78.0 83.6 90.5 92.7 93.3 94.4 94.8 95.1 94.4 92.6 90,3 90. 5 90.9
1975 91.1 91.8 92.1 92.5 95.3 97.5 102.2 102.2 102.8 102.6 101.5 100, 9] 97. 7
Detroit
1973 - - - - - - - ~ - 72.4 4.6 78.5 -
1974 82.6 86,5 95.0 97.1 97.0 96.7 97. 1 95.3 94. 4 91.8 90.5 91.0 92.9
1975 91.2 90.9 92.0 92.4 93.1 96.2 101, 7 101.4 102.5 101.2 99.8 99.8 96.8
Honolulu
1973 - - - - - - - - - 67.0 68. 6 70, 4 -
1974 73.7 77.9 82.9 82.8 85.8 87.0 87.1 87.7 86.9 85.8 86.1 86, 6 84,2
1975 87.9 87.5 87.8 90.0 94.2 97.7 100.7 101.1 101.8 101.8 101, 7 100,9 96.1
Houston
1973 - - - - - - - - - 66.9 69.3 71. 4 -
1974 76.9 80.7 85.3 89.9 91.4 93.1 92.8 92.5 92.6 90.9 89.5 89. 4 88.8
1975 89.6 90.3 91.0 91. 6 94.2 97.3 101.9 102.1 101.9 101. 6 100. 7 100. 4 96.9
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Table 12. CPl—premium gasoline indexes. U.S. city average and selected areas —Continued

(C price index for urban wage earners and dierical workers, January 1976=100)
- - - -l A
Year January Feal;x;,u I March | April [ May l June J July ]August Feﬁf;erm OctoberJNol:’:;n Debierm vner;\;agle
Karnsas City
1973 - - - - - - - - - 70.3 73.2 75. 5 -
1974 84.3 86.4 89.8 92.8 94.4 95. 8 97.1 95. 6 94.9 91.7 91.2 90. 0] 92.0
1975 90. 6 90. 4 90.2 91.7 94.1 96.0 100. 6 102, 5 102.7 101, 5 100, 1 99. 4 96. 6
Los Angeles—Long Beach
1973 - - - - - - - - - 70.2 72.5 75.3 -
1974 79.5 84.6 90.3 92.0 93.6 93.7 93.0 92.6 91.5 89.3 89.3 89. 8 90.0
1975 91.8 91.5 91.7 93.0 94.2 96. 6 100.3 100.8 101.0 101.5 100. 9 100, 5 97.0
Milwaukee
1973 - - - - - - - - - 71.3 75.1 7.7 -
1974 81.2 85,7 95.2 96.2 96.3 96.9 97.5 97.1 96.8 93.1 91. 7 91. 4 93.2
1975 92.4 92.3 92.1 92.9 94.9 96.9 101.9 102.6 102.9 102.4 101,0 100, 3 97.7
Minneapolis—St. Paul
1973 - - - - - - - - - 68.6 70,4 72.9 -
1974 79.1 82,2 86.6 90.7 92.1 92.7 93.3 92.5 90. 3 86.9 86, 4 86.7 88.3
1975 87.4 88.3 87.4 89.0 90,7 95,6 99.9 101.2 100.3 100. 4 100, 2 99,7 95,1
New York—Northeastern New Jersey
1973 - - - - - - - - - 70.6 72.5 76.1 -
1974 80.3 85,1 90.8 91.8 95.6 96.8 97.1 96. 4 96.2 93.8 92.6 92.2 92.4
1975 92.2 92.6 92.7 93.1 93.4 95.4 100.8 101.4 101.5 101.1 101.0 100. 1 97.1
Philadelphia
1973 - - - - - - - - - 69.2 70.5 73.9 -
1974 77.6 82.3 311 91.0 92. 4 93.4 93.7 93.6 93.4 9L.5 89.1 90.5 90.0
1975 90.7 91.0 91.3 92.0 93.3 96,5 99.6 100.6 100. 8 101.0 100.5 100.1 96.5
Pittsburgh
1973 - - - - - - - - - 70.7 72.8 74.9 -
1974 79.8 83.6 88.4 91.2 93. 4 93.6 94.3 93.8 93.7 91.4 90.6 91. 4 90.5
1975 92. 4 92.2 92.0 93. 94.7 97. 6 101.3 102, 5 101.5 101.4 100.6 100. 4 97.5
St, Louis
1973 - - - - - - - - - 72.2 74,4 77.0 -
1974 83.4 87.1 91.5 93.4 95.1 96.7 97.0 96.2 95.0 92.4 91,5 91. 3] 92.6
1975 92.1 92.1 92.2 93.6 95.7 97.8 102.0 103.0 103.6 101.8 101.2 100.0 97.9
San Diego
1973 - - - - - - - - - 69,1 70.8 73.1 -
1974 77.6 83.2 88.1 89.0 91.0 91.7 91.6 91.0 90.7 88.5 88.5 89.5 88.4
1975 90. 8 91.0 91.2 92.1 93. 95. 99.7 100, 2 101.0 101.1 100.3 100. 3 96, 4
San Francisco—Oakland
1973 - - - - - - - - - 70,4 72.8 75.5 -
1974 78.9 82.8 88.0 87.6 92. 01 92.8 93.5 93.5 92.8 90.5 90.6 90. 8 89.4
1975 91.7 91.4 92.3 93.7 94. 4, 96.7 100, 1 101.0 101.8 100. 8 100.4 100. 1 97.0
Seattle
1973 - - - - - - - - - 71.5 73.4 75. 5] -
1974 80.5 84.0 90.3 91.7 93.3 94.6 93.6 94.3 92.6 90.3 89.9 89.9 90. 4
1975 91.7 91.8 9L.9 93. 95.1 97.4 100.0 101, 1 101.0 101.0 101.1 100. 4 97.2
Washington
1973 Co- - - - - - - - - 69.5 71.4 74. 5 -
1974 79.5 81.9 86.8 87.9 91.5 91.5 91.8 91.8 91.9 89.8 89.6 89.9 88.7
1975 90.3 90.1 91.2 9L.9 93.6 95.5 99.5 100, 3 100.9 100.4 100, 1 100, 1 96.2
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Table 13. CPl-—-by population size

(Consumer price index for urban wage earnars and clericat workers, 1967=100)

Relstive Indexes Parcent change to
. importance March 1976 from—
Area and group
December March December March March December
1975 1975 1975 1976 1975 1975
United States:
Al ftoms . 100, 000 157.8 166.3 167.5 6.1 0.7
Food ... 24.675 171,3 180.7 178.7 4.3 -1.1
Housing ... 34,002 163.6 172.2 174,5 6.7 1.3
Apparel and upkeep 9.217 140.9 145,2 145.0 2.9 -.1
Transpartation . ... 13.053 144.8 157. 6 159. 8 10.4 1.4
Heslth and recreation ... 18, 681 151.1 157.5 160, 6 6.3 2,0
Ciass A-1 (3.5 miltion or more):
Alf items 32. 409 159, 4 167.6 168, 7 5.8 .7
Food .. 8.280 172.9 182.1 179.5 3.8 -1.4
Housing . 10. 730 164.4 171.8 173.5 5.5 1.0
Apperel and upkesp 3,013 138,6 140. 4 140, 3 1.2 -.1
Transportation . 4,241 148.9 165. 1 167.6 12. 6 1.5
Health B8N0 recreBlion . .......uvvervrsrveerunninreeerrsinnrineenins 6,145 154.0 160, 4 164,3 6.7 2.4
Class A-2 {1.4 million to 3.5 million):
All items . 11,694 157.0 165.0 167.0 6.4 1.2
Food .. 2.948 171, 0 180,5 179,2 4.8 -7
Housing ... 3,951 160, 8 168, 1 170. 6 6.1 1.5
Apparet and upkeep . . 1,095 142.7 146.2 146.9 2.9 .5
Transportation .. 1.493 144.9 155.8 162.2 11.9 4.1
Health and recrestion . 2,207 150. 3 158.0 161, 0 7.1 1.9
Class B (260,000 to 1.4 million):
Al items . 25,645 156.9 165.2 166, 3 6.0 .7
Food .. 6,073 171.0 180.3 178. 6 4.4 -.9
Housing ... 8.909 162.1 170.9 173. 4 7.0 1.5
Apparsl and upkeep 2.365 142.2 147.5 147. 4 3.7 -.1
Transportation . ... 3,444 142, 4 153.1 154, 4 8.4 .8
Heelth 8nd recreation . ... .........voviiiiaieneriinirnreans 4, 854 150, 7 156, 9 159, 6 5.9 1.7
Class C (50,000 o 250,000):
ALEIBIS L v e ve e eae s sareannasenetrannsranesanonenarersonans 12,584 157.0 166, 2 166. 7 6.2 .3
T O 3,085 169.0 179.7 177.5 5.0 -1,2
Housing ... 4,330 164.2 173.7 175, 4 6.8 1.0
Apparel and upkeep 1. 191 142.9 149.4 147.7 3.4 -1.1
Transportation .. .. 1. 668 143.3 155.3 156. 4 9.1 .7
Health and recreation . . . 2,312 148, 7 154, 9 157.2 5.7 1.5
Class D {2,500 to §0,000):
LI 17.292 157, 6 166.6 168,2 6.7 1.0
Food . 4.289 170. 6 179.3 178.1 4.4 -7
Housing . 6.078 165.3 176.0 179.2 8.4 1.8
Appare! and upkeep 1.554 140, 6 147.0 146. 8 4.4 -1
Transportation .. .. 2,207 142.4 154, 2 155. 6 9.3 .9
Health and recrestion . .. 3.163 148.9 154.7 158, 0 6.1 2.1
! Based upon 1960 Census of Population.
Table 14. CPl—by region
{Consumer Price index for urban wage esrners and clerical workers, 1967=100}
Relstive * ' Percent changs o
Area and group importance Indexes March 1976 from—
December March December March March December
1975 1975 1975 1976 1975 1975
United States:
100, 000 157, 8 166, 3 167, 5 6.1 0.7
24,675 171.3 180.7 178.7 4,3 ~1.1
Housing ..... 34,002 163.6 172.2 174.5 6.7 1.3
Apparel and upkeep 9.217 140.9 145,2 145, 0 2.9 -.1
13,053 144. 8 157, 6 159.8 10.4 1.4
18, 681 151,1 157.5 160, 6 6.3 2.0
Northeast:
Alt items 32, 686 160.7 169.2 170.7 6.2 .9
Food ..... 8.696 173.5 182.6 181. 4 4.6 -7
Housing ......... 10, 607 167.3 175.3 177.6 6.2 1.3
Apparel and upkesp . . 3,228 141.8 145.6 144, 3 1.8 -.9
Transporation ...... 4,031 147.8 164, 7 169.6 14,7 3.0
Health and recreation . ... 6,124 153.6 159.7 162,7 5.9 1.9
North Central:
Allitems .. 27.874 155, 2 163.3 164.5 6.0 .7
Food.... 6.853 169, 3 180.0 177.8 5.0 -2
Housing . 9.495 157,1 164.5 167, 1 6.4 1,6
Apparel and upkeep 2.467 140. 3 145, 0 144. 4 2.9 -4
Transportation .. .... 3,770 143, 7 154. 6 155, 5 8.2 .6
Health and recreation 5.288 151.7 157.9 161.6 6.5 2.3
South: .
Al items 22.104 160. 1 168.7 169. 7 6.0 .6
Food.... 5.281 174. 6 183. 4 181.4 3.9 -1,1
Housing ........... 7.732 168.0 178.0 180.1 7.2 1.2
Apparel and upkeep . . 2.102 142, 3 147.3 148, 4 4.3 .7
Transportation .. .. 2.938 143,6 154.8 155, 8 8.5 .6
Health and recreation 4,050 152.6 158.5 161.4 5.8 1.8
Waest:
All items . .. 16,499 154, 4 163.0 164, 0 6.2 .6
Food...... 3.716 166,3 174.4 171.3 3.0 -1.8
Housing ........... 6,022 162. 6 172.4 174. 4 7.3 1,2
Apparel and upkeep . . 1. 385 137.6 141.4 142,2 3.3 .6
Transportation . ..... 2,253 143.0 154.3 155, 9 9.0 1.0
Health and recrestion 3.123 144,2 151.7 154.9 7.4 2.1
! Regional index and relative importance data exclude Anchorage, Alaska, and Honolulu, Hawaii, 0 U.S. totals,

which are included in the U.S. level data. Consequently, relative importance by region will not add
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Brief Explanation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index (CPl) measures average
changes in prices of goods and services usually bought
by urban wage earners and clerical workers. It is based
on prices of about 400 items which were selected to rep-
resent the movement of prices of all goods and services
purchased by wage earners and clerical workers. Prices
for these items are obtained in urban portions of 39
major statistical areas and 17 smaller cities, which were
chosen to represent all urban places in the United States.
They are collected from about 18,000 establishments—
grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling stations,
and other types of stores and service establishments.

Prices of food, fuels, and a few other items are
obtained every month in all 56 locations. Prices of most
other commodities and services are collected every month
in the five largest areas and every 3 months in other
areas. Prices of most goods and services are obtained by

personal visits of the Bureau’s trained representatives.
Mail questionnaires are used to obtain local transit fares,
public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices, and
certain other items.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various
items in each location are averaged together with weights
which represent their importance ‘in the spending of all
wage earners and clerical workers. Local data are then
combined to obtain a U.S. city average. Separate indexes
are also published for 23 areas.

The index measures price changes from a designated
reference date—1967-—which equals 100.0. An increase
of 22 percent, for example, is shown as 122.0. This
change can also be expressed in dollars as follows: The
price of a base period ‘“‘market basket” of goods and
services bought by urban wage earners and clerical workers
has risen from $10 in 1967 to $12.20.

A Note About Calculating Index Changes

Movements of the indexes from one month to another
are usually expressed as percent changes rather than
changes in index points because index point changes are
affected by the level of the index in relation to its base
period while percent changes are not. The example in the
accompanying box illustrates the computation of index
point and percent changes.

Seasonally adjusted percent changes in the U.S. All
Items Index are based on seasonal adjustment factors
and seasonally adjusted indexes carried to two decimal
places. This procedure helps to eliminate rounding error
in the percent changes.

Percent changes for 3-month and 6-month periods
are expressed as annual rates and are computed accord-
ing to the standard formula for compound growth rates.
These data indicate what the percent change would be
if the current rate were maintained for a 12-month

period. BLS does not publish annual rates based on
data for 1 month.

Index Point Change
CPi 1238
Less previous index 123.2
Equals index point change: 0.6
Percent Change

Iindex point difference, 0.6
Divided by the previous index, 123.2
Equals, 0.005
Results muitiplied by one hundred 0.005x100
Equals percent change: 0.5

A Note on Seasonally Adjusted and Unadjusted Data

Because price data are used for different purposes by
different groups, the Bureau of Labor Statistics publishes
seasonally adjusted as well as unadjusted changes each
month.

For analyzing general price trends in the economy,
seasonally adjusted changes are usually preferred, since
they eliminate the effect of changes that normally occur
at the same time and in about the same magnitude every
year—such as price movements resulting from changing

climatic conditions, production cycles, model change-
overs, holidays, and sales.

The unadjusted data are of primary interest to con-
sumers concerned about the prices they actually pay.
Unadjusted data are also used extensively for escalation
purposes. Many collective bargaining contract agreements
and pension plans, for example, tie compensation changes
to the Consumer Price Index unadjusted for seasonal
variation.
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Reliability of Percent Changes in the CPI

A system of “replicated” samples introduced into the
index structure in the 1964 revision permits an estimate of
sampling error for the CPL. ! The table below shows
standard errors for monthly, quarterly, and annual percent

Average standard errors of percent changes in the
CP1 based on 1975 data

Standard error

Component Monthly Quarterly Annual

change change change

Allitems ............. .04 .06 13

Foodathome ......... .10 17 .38

Food away from home .. 1 .22 .36

Housing.............. .08 12 .26

Apparel and upkeep. . ... .16 .22 .28

Transportation. . ....... .07 1 A3

Medicalcare........... .13 A7 .36

Personalcare .......... 14 .22 .46

Reading and recreation . . 11 .16 .37
Other goods and

services . ............ .08 BA 22
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changes in the CPI for all items and for nine commodity
groupings based on 1974 averages. The figures may be
interpreted as follows: The changes are about 95 out of
100 that the percent change in the CPI as computed differs
from the corresponding “complete coverage” change by
less than twice the standard error.

Because the CPI is rounded to one decimal place, some
ambiguity may arise in interpreting small index changes.
As the table indicates, for example, a month-to-month
change of 0.1 percent in the all-items CPl is significant.
Because of rounding, however, a change of this size in the
published index might result from a much smaller change in
the unrounded value. Hence, any particular change of 0.1
percent may or may not be significant. On the other hand,
a published change of 0.2 percent for a 1-month period
is almost always significant.

This replaces the table of average errors based on 1974
data which was included in the CPl report through
December 1975.

The method of deriving these estimates is described in a
paper by Marvin Wilkerson, ‘Measurement of Sampling Error
in the Consumer Price Index,” Journal of the American Statistical
Association, September 1967.

29 #U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE:1976 211-131/12 1.3



HAWAI

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS
REGIONAL OFFICES

wYQ

*REGION VIl

*REGION VI

Kansas Gty

Region {
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Boston, Mass. 02203
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Region {1
Suite 3400
1515 Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10036
Phone: (212) 399-5405
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3535 Market Street
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Philadelphia, Pa. 19101
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Atlanta, Ga, 30309
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*
Datias

PUEATO AICO

Region V
9th Floor
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230 S. Dearborn Street
Chicago , Ill. 60604
Phone: (312) 3536033
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Dallas, Tex. 75202
Phone: (214) 749-3516
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San Francisco, Calif. 94102
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