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Price Movements

February 1977

The Consumer Price Index rose 1.0 percent in Feb-
ruary before seasonal adjustment to 177.1 percent of its
1967 base. The February CPI was 6.0 percent higher than
in February 1976.

Seasonally adjusted changes

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI also rose 1.0
percent in February. This compares with an increase of 0.8
percent in January and an average monthly increase of 0.3
percent in the last 4 months of 1976. The February rise
was the largest since September 1974. About one-half the
February rise stemmed from higher prices for food, par-
ticularly fresh vegetables. An increase of 0.8 percent in
prices for energy items (gasoline, motor oil, fuel oil, coal,
natural gas, and electricity) was responsible for about 6
percent of the CPI rise in February. Excluding food and
energy items, the CPI rose 0.6 percent in February, com-
pared with 0.9 percent in January and 0.4 percent each in
the last 4 months of 1976.

The food index rose 2.0 percent in February after sea-
sonal adjustment. This was more than twice the January
increase and the largest in 3 years. A record increase of
20.9 percent in fresh vegetable prices accounted for almost
one-half the February rise in the food index and about one-
fourth of the rise in the total CPI. Fresh fruit prices, which
declined in January, rose 4.1 percent in February. Supplies
of many vegetables—such as cabbage, tomatoes, green
peppers, celery, and cucumbers—and citrus fruits were
curtailed by adverse winter weather. Price increases for

coffee, poultry, eggs, and sugar and sweets were larger than
in January. Pork prices also increased, but by less than in
January. Prices turned down for beef, dairy products,
processed fruits and vegetables, and cereal and bakery
products.

The index for commodities other than food increased
0.7 percent in February after seasonal adjustment, about

the same as in the 2 previous months and more than in
most months in 1976. The index for gasoline and motor
oil, which declined in January, rose 0.9 percent in Feb-
ruary. The index for fuel oil and coal rose 2.0 percent, the
same as in January. The used car index continued to show
large increases after seasonal adjustment—3.3 percent in
February, after a 3.8 percent rise in January. Apparel prices
rose 0.4 percent in February, somewhat less than in January.
Increases of 0.1 percent for new cars, furniture, and tobacco
products were considerably smaller than in recent months.

The services index rose 0.6 percent in February after
seasonal adjustment, compared with an increase of 0.9 per-
cent in January and 0.4 percent in each of the last 3 months
of 1976. The February increase was smaller than in January
primarily because of a slower rise in the index for house-
hold services other than rent—0.6 percent in February,
compared with 1.3 percent in January; property taxes,
mortgage interest rates, and natural gas charges increased
less than in January. The medical care services index rose
0.7 percent, about the same as in January and December.
The 0.9 percent rise in the index for transportation services
was noticeably larger than in recent months, reflecting a
sharper rise in auto insurance rates than in January or
December.

The completion of the comprehensive program to revise
the Consumer Price Index will be delayed beyond the pre-
viously announced date of April 1977. Although much of
the work required for the revision has been completed,
serious problems have been encountered, principally in the
design and operation of the new computer system required
to process and calculate the indexes and in data validation.
The Bureau now estimates that the additional time required
will delay completion of the revision program and publica-

Consumer Price Index Revision

tion of a revised Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage
Earners and Clerical Workers as well as a new Consumer
Price Index for All Urban Consumers until the fall of
1977.

Until these revised indexes are officially introduced, the
Bureau will, of course, continue to publish the present
CPlL. In accordance with previously announced plans, the
Bureau also will continue the present CPI for a 6-month
period after the introduction of the revised indexes.
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Table A. Percent changes in CPl and components, selected periods

Changes in all items
Changes from preceding month
Compound
annual rate From
Month - from 12 months
All items Food Cc:;mft;dol:es Services 3 months ago
_ago
Unad- |[Seasonally] Unad- |[Seasonally] Unad- [Seasonally| Unad- ’Seasonally Seasonally Unad-
justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted | justed | adjusted adjusted justed
1976:
February........... 0.2 0.1 -0.4 —0.9 0.3 03 0.7 0.7 4.9 6.3
March............. 2 2 -7 —6 4 3 6 7 39 6.1
April .. .o.iia. .. 4 A4 3 5 6 3 3 5 3.1 6.1
May .............. 6 7 4 8 8 6 4 6 54 6.2
June .............. 5 4 5 2 6 4 6 6 6.1 5.9
July ..., .6 5 7 N 4 4 7 7 6.3 5.4
August ............ .5 .5 2 2 6 6 6 6 5.5 5.6
September.......... 4 3 —4 .1 6 3 8 .5 53 55
October ........... 4 3 0 2 4 4 5 4 4.8 53
November.......... 3 3 -3 -3 4 4 5 4 4.0 5.0
December .......... 3 4 3 A 2 6 4 4 42 4.8
1977:
January............ 6 8 9 9 0 9 6.1 5.2
February........... 1.0 1.0 23 20 6 6 6 9.1 6.0

Monthly changes in detail (not seasonally adjusted)

Food. The index for food -purchased in grocery stores rose
2.8 percent in February before seasonal adjustment, the
largest increase since July 1975. Unfavorable weather
conditions were a major factor in the February increase in
food prices.

Fresh vegetable prices rose 24.5 percent and fresh fruits
5.0 percent, reflecting the effects of the late January
freeze in Florida and the drought in the West. Poultry prices
rose 5.1 percent in February as cold weather delayed
marketings and the natural gas shortage disrupted operations
at processing plants. Curtailment of hog marketings caused
by winter storms and below-zero temperatures led to re-
duced pork production and higher prices in January and
February.

Higher prices for coffee and chocolate bars also can be
traced primarily to weather problems. Retail coffee prices
advanced 9.9 percent in February for a total rise of 82.9
percent since February 1976. Prices for green coffee at the
wholesale level began to rise around mid-1975 after a severe
frost and subsequent drought wiped out a large portion of
Brazil’s coffee crop. The Brazilian coffee crop is not ex-
pected to return to normal for several years. Retail prices
for chocolate bars and chocolate flavored syrup rose 5.9
percent and 5.0 percent respectively in February reflect-
ing rapidly increasing prices for cocoa beans. Cocoa bean
prices climbed 24.9 percent in the 3 months ending in
February and 157.6 percent since February 1976 due to
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poor crop prospects in western Africa where two-thirds of
the world’s supply is grown.

Among other foods, sugar prices rose in February for the
first time in 6 months as wholesale prices moved up follow-
ing large purchases of sugar on the world market by the
Soviet Union and the People’s Republic of China. Egg prices
rose 5.1 percent due to a decline in production. Prices for
dairy products and beef, however, declined—0.1 percent
and 0.4 percent, respectively. Although the harsh winter
weather led to sharply diminished cattle slaughter and beef
production, beef prices declined due to slow demand and
ample inventory.

The index for food away from home-restaurant meals and
snacks—increased 0.7 percent, the same as in January.

The index for commodities other than food increased 0.6
percent in February before seasonal adjustment. The rapid
rise in fuel oil prices which began last November continued
in February with an increase of 2.5 percent. Gasoline prices
rose 1.2 percent, following an increase of 0.1 percent in
January and declines in the last 3 months of 1976. The
used car index, which usually shows a large decline in Feb-
ruary, increased 0.8 percent before seasonal adjustment—
the first rise in 5 months. Prices also turned up in February
for apparel and textile housefurnishings. House prices in-
creased more than in recent months, and prices of house-
keeping supplies, drugs and prescriptions, home maintenance
and repair commodities, and newspapers continued to
increase. The new car index, however, declined 0.3 percent,



about as much as it usually does in February. Tire and
furniture prices also declined.

The services index increased 0.6 percent in February
before seasonal adjustment. Indexes for medical care serv-
ices rose 0.9 percent and transportation services 0.8 percent,
the same as in January. Physicians’ fees increased 0.9 per-
cent, hospital service charges 1.0 percent, auto repairs 1.0
percent, and auto insurance 1.6 percent. The indexes for

rent and household services less rent both rose 0.5 percent
in February. Charges for domestic services rose 1.3 percent
and day care 1.5 percent—considerably more than in re-
cent months. The 1.1 percent rise for natural gas was the
smallest in 6 months, but prices this February were 19.7
percent higher than in February 1976. Charges for elec-
tricity moved down 0.1 percent, and mortgage interest
rates declined 0.3 percent.
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Chart 1. Allitemsindex andrates of change, 1967-77
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Chart 2. Commodities less foodindex and rates of change, 1967-77
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Chart 3. Total foodindex and rates of change, 1967-77
(1967=100)
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Chart 4. Servicesindex and rates of change, 1967-77
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Table 1. CPI—U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

. Unadjusted .
Retative . . Seasonally adjusted
importance Unadijusted indexes Febrze;?;tlc‘;?;g;:gm— percent change from—
Group or class
December| January |February | February January |[Novernber to ;December to| January to
1976 1977 1977 1976 1977 | December | January | February
Commodity and service groups
AHIEMS ..ot 100, 000 175.3 177.1 6.0 1.0 0.4 0.8 1.0
Al items (1957-59=100) ..................... - 203.8 206.0 - - - - -
Commodities ..........oiiiiinnnieiins 62,468 168. 7 170.9 5.3 1.3 .4 .8 1.2
Food ... e 23,667 183, 4 187.7 4,3 2.3 .1 .9 2.0
Foodathome ............coovvvinnnn 18, 456 181.2 186, 2 3.7 2.8 .1 .9 2.3
Cereals and bakery products .......... 2.537 179.9 180.0 -.6 .1 -1,1 .8 -. 6
Meats, poultry, and fish.............. 5,700 172.3 174, 7 -4,5 1.4 -. 1 1,1 .8
Dairyproducts..............c.cu... 2.841 171.3 171.1 1.5 -.1 -.9 .5 -1.1
Fruits and vegetables . . .............. 3.019 177.6 194, 7 12. 4 9.6 .6 -.1 8.3
Other foodsathome . ............... 4, 360 206.1 213.0 14. 1 3.3 1.1 1.8 3.6
Food away fromhome ................ 5.210 192,2 193.6 6.4 .7 .5 .8 1.0
Commodities lessfood. . ...........ccvvuun, 38,801 160. 6 161.6 5.8 .6 .6 .7 .7
Nondurables lessfood . .................. 22.795 161.9 163,11 5.1 .7 .4 .5 .6
Apparet commodities .............. ... 7.811 147. 6 148.5 4.4 .6 .5 .6 .4
Men’'sandboys’..........ccoovvuunn, 2,467 148, 8 150, 6 4.7 1.2 .3 .5 1.1
Women'sandgirls’.................. 3,378 143.0 143.3 3.7 .2 .5 .9 -2
FOOIWEAr .. ....oovvrreeennnnnnnnn 1.383 153.2 154. 4 5.7 .8 .3 .4 .6
Other apparel commodities ........... .582 157. 4 157.7 5.0 .2 .6 .7 .2
Nondurables tess food and apparel ....... 14,984 170.5 171.8 5.5 .8 .4 .5 .6
Gasolineand motoroil. . ............. 3,426 180. 0 182.0 5.1 1,1 .1 -7 .9
Tobaccoproducts ..........ccuvunn. 1,873 165, 4 165.8 4,1 .2 .4 1.2 .1
Alcoholic beverages . ................ 2,217 148, 8 148. 8 3.0 0 .3 .1 -1
Fueloilandcoal. ................... 1. 060 271.7 278.3 11,6 2.4 1,7 2.0 2,0
Other nondurables.................. 6.408 165, 0 166.1 5.7 .7 .4 .6 .6
Durable commodities. ................. 16, 006 158.9 159.7 7.0 .5 .7 .9 .9
Household durables .. ............... 4, 444 148, 4 148, 8 3.3 .3 .6 .3 .5
New automobiles................... 1.909 141.1 140.7 4.8 -.3 .4 .6 .1
Used automobiles. .................. 2.323 177.7 179.1 23,6 .8 2.2 3.8 3.3
Otherdurables..................... 7.329 166.0 167.2 5.4 .7 *, 4 *.5 *, 7
SEIVICES & v ittt i e i i e 37.532 187.5 188.7 7.2 .6 .6 .9 .6
RENT ..ttt teeeiinniinneeannnns 4,525 T149.5 150.2 5.7 .5 .5 .8 .3
Serviceslessrent ............. .. .c..a... 33,007 194, 4 195, 6 7.4 .6 .4 .9 .7
Household services lessrent............. 16,208 205,7 206, 8 6.4 .5 .3 1.3 .6
Transportation services. . . .. ............ 5,295 182,2 183. 6 8.7 .8 .2 .5 .9
Medical care services .................. 5.958 207.6 209. 4 10.0 .9 .7 .8 .7
Otherservices. . .... .....oereeveoennn 5.547 166, 7 167.5 6.4 .5 .4 .7 .5
Special indexes:
Allitemsiessfood .. ....vvnriiinereennaena, 76,333 172.9 174. 0 6.5 .6 * 3 *,4 *, 6
Nondurable commodities. . ................... 46,462 172, 4 175.0 4.7 1.5 *,2 *,4 *1,5
Apparel commodities less footwear .. ........... 6,428 146.5 147.4 4,2 .6 .4 .7 .4
Services less medical care services. . ............. 31.575 T184.3 185, 3 6.6 .5 *. 4 *, 9 *.5
Insurance and finance ....................... 9. 864 202,9 204.5 5.7 .8 -.4 1.5 .9
Utilities and public transportation . .. ........... 5.675 181.3 182.0 8.9 .4 1.0 1.1 .1
Housekeeping and home maintenance service . . ... 4, 830 217.6 218.8 7.3 .6 *3 *. 4 *6
Appliances {includingradioand TV} ............ 1. 395 124.8 125. 0 2.6 .2 .2 .2 .2
Expenditure classes
Allitems. .. ...t i e 100. 000 175.3 177.1 6.0 1.0 0.4 0.8 1.0
Food ... 23,667 183.4 187.7 4.3 2.3 .1 .9 2.0
Housing .....oviin it iiinans 34,202 r183,1 184.3 6.0 .7 *.5 *, 8 *.7
Shelter! ... ... i 21,256 T184,1 185.3 5.3 .7 *.2 *,9 */7
RENT L\ttt e 4.525 T149.5 150, 2 5.7 .5 .5 .8 .3
Homeownership® . .........00veueen.. 16,328 196, 7 198.1 5.0 .7 #*, 1 *,9 %, 7
Fueland utilities®. . ........ ..o 5,414 194, 8 196. 4 10.4 .8 1.6 1.1 .3
Gas and electricity 2.913 204,2 205, 4 12.9 .6 2.3 .9 .3
Household furnishings and operation........ 7.532 172.6 173. 6 5.1 .6 .5 .5 .7
Apparel andupkeep.........c.cvviviiin.. 9. 194 150, 0 150. 8 4.7 .5 .5 .7 .2
Transportation. . ... ovvvenniiennneennnann 13,548 172, 1 173.3 9,3 .7 .5 .9 .9
Private 12,227 171. 4 172.7 9.9 .8 W7 .9 1.0
Public..........c..ooiiiii i 1,321 178.7 178.9 5.0 .1 -.3 1.0 .4
Health and recreation 19,013 169.0 169.8 6.3 .5 *, 4 *,6 * 5
Medical care 6.734 194, 1 195.8 9.5 .9 *5 *,9 *.9
Personal care 2,554 166.2 166, 7 6.2 .3 *, 2 *, 6 *,3
Reading and recreation .................. 5,143 154, 9 155, 5 4.7 .4 .3 .4 .4
Other goods and services . ................ 4,582 156. 7 156.9 3.7 .1 .3 .6 .1
Special indexes:
All itemslessshelter. . ....................... 78. 744 173.1 175.0 6.1 1,1 *,3 *,5 *1,1
All items less medicalcare ..........ccu.uin. 93,266 174. 2 176.0 5.7 1.0 *,3 *,6 *1,0
All items Jess mortgage interest costs. ........... 95, 840 173.3 175.1 6.2 1.0 *.3 * 6 *1.0
CPt—domestically produced farm foods®. ........ 15,827 174. 3 178, 6 1.0 2.5 *-,1 *.8 *2,5
CPi—selected beefcuts®. ..................... 1. 806 163.2 162.2 -4.3 -.6 1.7 1.6 -.8
Purchasing power of consumer dollar:
1967=81.00. ... .. . . .. .. ... - $0.570 $0.565 -5.5 -.9 - - -
1957-59=8$1.00. ... .....iiiiiiiiin i - .491 . 485 - - - -
! Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. weight for sugar.
* Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance $ Calculated from the CPl beef and vea! component by excluding veal cutlets and
and repairs. beef fiver.
 Also includes residential telephones, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage services r=revised.
not shown separately. * Not seasonally adjusted.
4 Calculated from the CPI food at home component by exciuding fish, nonalcoholic
beverages, bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup and about half of the index NOTE: Index applies to month as a whole, not to any specific date.
8
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Table 2. CPl—seasonally adjusted U.S. city average, by commodity and service group and expenditure class

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Seasonally adjusted indexes Season;;lx:::tjlésht::g:nfr;:al rate
Group and class 3 months ending in 6 months ending in
November{December, January February
1976 1976 1977 1977 May August |[November|{February] August |February
1976 1976 1976 1977 1976 1977
Commodity and service groups
AlFFEMS ..o i - - - - 5.4 5.5 4.0 9.1 5.5 6.5
Commodities ... ....ovvvviiin 167.4 168.0 169.4 171.4 4,2 4.5 2.9 9.9 4.3 6.4
Food ..., 181.7 181.9 183.5 187.1 2.9 2.2 -2 12. 4 2.6 5.9
Foodathome ................... 179.6 179.7 181, 3 185.4 1.8 1,3 -1.3 13,6 1.6 5.9
Cereals and bakery products . .. ... 180.0 178.1 179.5 178. 4 1.1 6.8 -6.4 -3.5 3.9 -5,0
Meats, poultry, and fish . ......... 172.3 172.1 174.0 175.4 .9 -12.8 -12.2 7.4 -6.2 -2.9
Dairy products . ............... 171.1 169.5 170, 3 168.4 2.9 13,6 -3.2 -6.2 8.1 ~4.7
Fruits and vegetables . . ... ....... 180, 2 181.3 181.2 196.3 -3.6 -.5 18.5 40,8 -2.1 29,2
Other foodsathome ............ 196. 6 198. 7 202.3 209. 6 7.6 14. 6 6.6 29.2 11.1 17.3
Food away fromhome............. 189.5 190. 4 192.0 194, 0 6.3 6.6 3.2 9.8 6.5 6.5
Commoditiesfess food ... .............. 159. 6 160.5 161. 6 162.7 5.0 5.8 4.6 8.0 5.4 6.3
Nondurabies lessfood ............... 161.3 162.0 162.8 163.7 2.9 6.3 5.1 6.1 4,5 5.6
Apparel commodities . ........... 147.8 148.5 149, 4 150. 5 3.4 6.5 1.6 6.1 4.9 3,8
Men'sandboys’................ 149, 3 149.8 150. 6 152.3 2.5 4.7 3.3 8.3 3.6 5.8
Women'sand girts" . ............. 143, 5 144, 2 145,5 145.2 2.9 8.5 -1.1 4.8 5.6 1.8
Footwear .................... 152, 9 153. 4 154, 0 155. 0 6.1 6.3 4,3 5.6 6.2 5.0
Other apparel commodities ....... 156. 0 156.9 158. 0 158. 3 2.9 3.7 7.2 6.0 3.3 6.6
Nondurables less food and apparel . .. 169.3 170.0 170.8 171. 8 2.7 6.0 7.2 6.0 4.3 6.6
Gasoline and motor oil. .......... 183.0 183.1 181.8 183.5 -5.2 12,9 13,0 1.1 3.5 6.9
Tobacco products .............. 162.8 163.5 165. 4 165.6 3.3 -.5 6,7 7.1 1.4 6.9
Alcoholic beverages ............ 148. 4 148.8 148.9 148.8 6.8 1.9 2.5 1.1 4,3 1.8
Fueloilandcoal ..........c.... 257.0 261.4 266.6 272.0 4,5 13,1 4,5 25.5 8.7 14,5
Other nondurables . . ............ 163, 6 164, 3 165, 3 166, 3 5.2 4.9 6.1 6.8 5.0 6.4
Durable commodities ............. 157.3 158. 4 159.9 161.4 8.2 5,0 4,4 10. 8 6.6 7.6
Household durables . ............ 147.5 148. 4 148.8 149.5 2.8 1.4 3.6 5.5 2,1 4.6
New automobiles . .. ............ 138.6 139,2 140.0 140, 1 3.0 3.3 8.2 4.4 3.2 6.3
Used automobiles ............. 174.8 178, 7 185.5 191, 6 40,7 8.6 5.9 44,3 23.6 23.7
Other durables® ... ............. 164.5 165.1 166.0 167.2 4.4 7.2 3.2 6.7 5.8 5.0
SerVICES . e e 184.8 185.5 187.2 188, 4 7.2 7.6 5.8 8.0 7.4 6.9
Rent .. ..ot 147. 6 148.3 T149.5 149, 9 5.8 5.4 5.3 6.4 5,6 5.8
Serviceslessrent . .......iiiaieea.. 191, 4 192.2 194. 0 195, 4 7.2 8.0 5.8 8.6 7.6 7.2
Household services fessrent .. ... .... 201.8 202.5 205, 1 206, 4 5.9 7.9 2.2 9.4 6.9 5.8
Transportation services ............ 180, 2 180. 6 181.5 183, 1 10.1 9.1 9.1 6.6 9.6 7.9
Medical care services .............. 204.9 206, 4 208.0 209,4 9.8 8.5 12,6 9.1 9.1 10,8
Other serviCes . ... .....vvveernnn. 165, 0 165, 6 166.7 167.5 6.2 6.9 6.3 6.2 6.6 6.2
Special indexes:
Allitemstess food . . oot 171. 6 172, 2 172.9 174.0 6.5 7.2 6.5 5.7 6.8 6.1
Nondurable commodities . . .............. 171.3 171. 7 172, 4 175.0 2.4 5.3 2.1 8.9 3.9 5.5
Apparel commodities less footwear .. ....... 146, 8 147, 4 148, 4 149, 0 3.1 6.5 1.4 6.1 4,8 3.7
Services less medical care services ' ......... 181.9 182.7 r184.3 185,3 4,7 7.5 6,6 7.7 6.1 7.2
Insurance and finance ............. 199.2 198.5 201.5 203.3 7.0 8.0 -.6 8.5 7.5 3.8
Utilities and public transportation 177. 4 179.2 181.1 181, 3 8.7 9.2 8.3 9.1 9.0 8.7
Housekeeping and home maintenance service! . 216.1 216.7 127.6 218.8 8.5 7.9 7.8 5.1 8.2 6.4
Appliances (includingradioand TV} ....... 124.2 124, 4 124.7 125.0 5.0 1.6 1.3 2.6 3.3 1.9
Expenditure classes
Altiterns . ......... ... ... i - -~ - - 5.4 5.5 4,0 9.1 5.5 6.5
Food .... 181, 7 181.9 183.5 187.1 2.9 2.2 -2 12. 4 2.6 5.9
Housingt ..o\t vi it 180.7 | 181.6 | T183.1 184, 3 4.2 6.5 5.3 8.2 5.4 6.7
Shelter ! .2 182.1 182. 4 T184.1 185.3 3.0 7.7 3.4 7.2 5.3 5.3
Rent 147.6 148, 3 T149,.5 149.9 5.8 5.4 5.3 6.4 5.6 5.8
Homeownership * 3 194. 8 195.0 196, 7 198.1 2.1 8.3 2.9 7.0 5.2 4.9
Fuet and utitities * 188.7 191. 8 194, 0 194. 6 7.9 11.8 8.5 13,1 9.9 10.8
Gas and electricity . ............... 197.1 201. 6 203.4 204.0 10, 6 14,1 12.2 14. 8 12,3 13,5
Household furnishings and operation. . . . 171. 4 172.2 173.1 174.3 4.4 3.9 5.1 6.9 4.1 6.0
Apparel and upkeep..............0... 149.9 150. 6 151, 7 152, 0 3.9 5.9 3.3 5.7 4,9 4,5
Transportation. . .........ovevuinnian 171.0 171.9 173.5 175,1 9.0 9.4 9.1 9.9 9.2 9.5
PrIVALE « o ot 170.3 171.5 173.0 174, 8 8.3 10.8 9.4 11.0 9.5 10.2
PUBLIC © oo e e, 176. 9 176.3 178.0 178, 7 9.7 2.3 3.9 4.1 6.0 4.0
Health and recreation ' ................ 167.3 168. 0 169.0 169. 8 6.1 5.8 7.2 6.1 6.0 6.7
Medical care’ . .....ooeeeeieenn. 191.3 | 192.3 194, 1 195.8 8.8 9.5 10.0 9.7 9.1 9.9
Personalcare’. . .........ccovvnvnann. 164.8 | 165,2 166.2 166. 7 4.9 7.0 8.2 4.7 5.9 6.4
Reading and recreation .............. 154, 0 154. 5 155, 1 155, 7 4.4 4.3 5.9 4.5 4.4 5.2
Other goods and services . ............ 155.3 155, 8 156, 7 156. 9 4.8 1.6 4.5 4.2 3.2 4.3
Special indexes:
All items lessshelter! . . ... ... cccuuiann. 171. 6 172.2 173.1 175.0 5,4 6.4 4.6 8.2 5.9 6.3
All items less medicalcare! ... .....c...... 172.7 173, 2 174, 2 176.0 4.6 6.6 3.8 7.9 5.6 5.8
All items less motrgage interest costs .. .. ... 171.7 172.3 173.3 175.1 5.4 6.6 4.6 8.2 6.0 6.3
CPl—domestically produced farm foods* $ .. 173.1 173, 0 174, 3 178. 6 -3.8 3,0 -7.5 13,3 -.5 2.4
CPl—selected beef cuts & . ............... 161.2 163.9 166.5 165. 2 -5,7 -23.8 5.9 10.3 -15,2 8.1

1 Not seasonally adjusted.

1 Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately.
3 Includes home purchase, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance, and maintenance

and repairs.

4 Also includes residential teiephones, fuel oil, coal, water, and sewerage services

not shown separately.

5 Calculated from the CPI food at home component by excluding fish, nonalcohotic
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beverages, bananas, chocolate candy bars, chocolate syrup and about half of the index

9

weight for sugar.
6 Calculated from the CPi beef and veal component by excluding veal cutlets and

beef liver.

r=revised,

NOTE: Index applies to month as a whole, not to any specific date.



Table 3. CP{—food items, U.S. city average

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Item and group

Index

Percent change to February 1977

from—

February 1977

February 1976

January 1977

Unadjusted S Unadjusted Unadjusted Soored
FOOO .ottt it i e e e e 187.7 187.1 4.3 2.3 2.0
Food away fromhome, ....................... e 193, 6 194, 0 6.4 .7 1.0
ReStaUrant Meals . ... oo vt ie e et ie e ieieemerneeennn 192.0 H 6.2 .6 ! 0
SNACKS « ittt e e e e e e 201.0 201.0 7.4 .9 | 1.0
FOOdathome ... ....uviviniiiiniiiii i 186.2 185, 4 3.7 2.8 ! 2.3
Cereals and bakery products . ......... ..o iiiiniiin 180, 0 178. 4 -.6 .1 -.6
Flour . oo i i e i e 144, 7 142, 4 -8.3 -2.1 -1.7
Crackermeal . ... ....viiiiiniiiiiinininrinonaninnnes 227.2 228.1 1.4 1.5 .4
Corn flaKeS ...\ i et s 170.5 169.0 2.6 2.6 3,0
RiCE . . it i i i e i e e e 185.0 182, 1 -9.9 -1,5 -1.5
Bread, White. .. .oiv ittt it it 161.8 160.5 -2 -. 4 -1.0
Bread, wholewheat . ....... ... coiiiininniiiniienennnns 180, 6 179.9 2.4 -.2 -.6
COOKIES . o v vttt iie ittt i e 192,3 188.2 1.3 1.3 -.5
LAY CAKE . o vt v v et ir s e iae e 186.9 185, 8 .7 -.3 -7
CiNNamon rolls ... ... .ereeroennneenanae i, 196, 4 194, 3 .6 -.3 -.6
Meats, poultry, and fish .. ... ... ..ociiiniiiii i, 174,7 175.4 -4,5 1.4 .8
Meats............... i 171.3 173.6 -6.3 .8 1.0
Beefandveal ........ .ot 161.5 164.0 -4,0 -. 4 -7
Steak, rouNd . ... .. .ctieiiiii i e 160, 6 162, 4 -5.4 .2 .4
Steak, sirloin ... .t e I 155, 7 160.5 -5.8 -3.1 -3.1
Steak, porterhouse. .. ....o.vivii it 170.5 174, 3 -5.2 -3.1 -3.5
RUMP FOASt .. it ittt i e iieeiieenennrrnaenaannann 156.7 157.8 -5,2 -1. 6 -2,4
RIDrOast .. .ovttiiiiiiiiiinn e 187.9 190, 4 -3.2 -1.6 -.9
Chuck ro@ast .. ...coitiiiiriian e enaanann 165.9 167. 4 -4,7 1.2 -2.0
Hamburger. .. ..oootiiiin e eneaieraeannanes 158.0 160, 2 -2.3 1.0 .3
Beefliver ...t 121, 3 121.9 -9.1 1.6 1.1
Veal CULIETS .. coueiie e e 191.1 192.8 2,0 1.4 1.2
2L SO 185, 1 185, 3 -11.2 2.8 2.9
ChOPS. o« ettt it e e 181.1 181.6 -4,8 6.8 5.8
LOINTOBSt .\t e eteiieneniianeessonnssannanes 187. 6 188.5 ~-10.4 6.5 5.9
SAUSAGL . . v evarre s et 201.6 202, 6 -14.0 -.8 -1.2
Ham,whole . ..... ..ot 187,11 184.5 -9.7 -5.0 0
PIENICS 4 vt v ettt et e 172.5 171. 6 -16.4 1.8 2.6
Bacon ... s 184.9 186. 0 -14.6 3.8 2.8
Other MEatsS . ...ttt i i iiee e iir e 173.6 173.8 -2.9 .6 .5
Lambchops . ... cont i ittt 188.1 188.7 5.4 2.7 1.2
Frankfurters .........viuenireinniereennannean. 158.3 160, ¢ -6.8 .3 .6
Ham,canned ..........vvniiiinnriniinronorenns 195,11 189. 8 -8.1 -1.5 -1.0
BOlOGNa SAUSAE ... eivnivrerrcnrnraoiraaananns 169, 7 171. 6 -3.5 1.0 1.5
Salamisausage ...t 165.9 167. 6 .2 1.0 1.2
LiVerwusIt . .ot i e e 163.3 163.3 -3.9 At .2
Poultry .. e e 152.9 156, 3 -4.3 5.8 7.0
Fryingchicken. . ...ttt iiiieneennns 155.1 160, 1 -4.4 7.6 9.4
Chickenbreasts ...........cccvvinviuunnaennnnnnnnnns 160, 2 162. 6 -2.4 2.1 1.7
TUPKEY & e ettt e ettt et e 135.5 137.7 -6.5 1.3 4.3
Fish . i e 241, 1 239.7 10.0 1.3 .9
SHIMP, frOZEN. .« . e\ e vt teen e rinenneerenaanannes 236.7 (1) 12,2 1.5 (H
Fish, freshor frozen. .. ......c.vvviierevennenneennnns 272.3 M) 15.4 1.2 Y
Tunafish,canned. ...........coiiinneiieninnnnn. 199.7 198.1 9,5 2.4 1.7
Sardines,canned . ........... . it 255.3 254,8 3.7 .6 .5
Dairy Products. ... .o v ittt i st e e 171, 1 168. 4 1.5 -.1 -1.1
Milk, fresh, grocery ........ ...ttt i 161, 7 159, 2 .6 0 -1.1
Milk, fresh, skim. .. .. ... ottt e 179, 2 177, 1 2.2 -2 -1.3
MilK, @VAPOTAtEd. o . . v v vt e s s e it eerennee e 209.9 Q) 4.1 0 M
T1CB CIBAM . . v v v e v et ie e st e nias v onnnnanenannnseeson 161. 6 160. 2 2,1 -.8 -7
Cheese, AMEriCan ProCeSS .. ..vvvenvovnreornrvneranerons 200,0 196.7 .5 -.9 -1.8
=1 P 154, 2 152, 2 3.2 .1 .5
Fruits and vegetables . .. ......uiviueerreernarneenonnnnss 194.7 196.3 12. 4 9.6 8.3
Fresh fruitsand vegetables. . . ..........ooviiineiannnn.. 203.6 208.4 23.8 16.4 13.9
Freshfruits ... ... .o iniein it i iinenseneneann 172.3 183.3 17.9 5.0 4,1
Y T 173.1 187.5 26,2 3.0 1.4
BanaANaS . . ittt i e i it 154, 6 159.5 2,0 4,7 .6
OraNGES o ottt it i e e i it 158.4 166. 4 10.7 6.7 7.9
Orange juice, fresh . .. ... ooiviiiiie e iieerennnnnn 157.4 ") 4,2 .4 &)
Grapefruit ... ittt i i e i i 169.0 190, 3 23,6 15,7 16.3
GPBPES . . ottt e (&) (®) (%) (3 (%)
Strawberries. ............c i () (2) (?) (?) ()
Watermelon ...t (%) () (%) (3 (3)
Freshvegetables. ... ..ovvveveiniiiennernrnneennennns 228.9 228.2 27.7 24.5 20,9
POTAtOBS. . . ittt it et e 193.2 203.8 -9.8 17,2 9.8
[0 4T 230, 6 237.0 23,9 41. 6 28,8
ASDBIEGUS. « « v v v e rv e e aeee e nue e (&) (&) (3 &) )
Cabbage . ......oviiiiiiii i i i i i 390. 6 375.6 131, 1 75.5 71.3
(97 ¢ A 269.8 267.1 78.7 31.9 27.8
Celery .. i e s 265.7 258.0 18. 6 26.8 26,2
CUCUMDBELS. . .. ittt ceiv e enanrnranraennns 209.7 177. 4 25,2 12,1 3.4
LEttUCe ..\ vutvneirententine it iaannnensonennas 175, 1 " 23,3 3.4 (&)}
Peppers, green . ... ... .ttt ittt 232,0 223.5 47,5 30.1 34.9
SPINACH .+ v v v vttt e 230.8 228.1 19.8 6.7 5.1
TOMAtOBS . . oottt it ireae e eraeaan 235, 0 217.0 53,6 32.4 34.9
See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 3. CPl—food items, U.S. city average—Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Index Percent change to February 1977
from—
Item and group February 1977 February 1976 January 1977
Unadjusted s:;jsssnt:'(liy Unadjusted Unadjusted Saegiss:tzgy
Food—Continued
Food at home—Continued
Fruits and vegetables—Continued

* Processed fruits and vegetables ... ... ... .., 181, 6 180, 2 ~2.6 0.1 -0.4
Fruit cocktail,canned ... ... ... . it 181.3 181.1 3.5 .3 .4
Pears, canned . ... ... ... 156.7 156, 2 -1.8 -4 -4
Pineapple-grapefruit drink, canped. . .................... 175.5 175.3 1.7 -1.2 -1.0

Orange juice concentrate, frozen .. ..........c...c....... 157.3 (&) -1.2 2.7 (&3]
Lemonade concentrate, frozen ................ ... ... 186. 1 184,.4 -2.4 .6 .1

Beets, CanNed . . . ...t 191.2 i 3.0 .7 &)
Peas, greencanned . ... ...ttt 159.9 158.8 1.1 1.1 1,0

TOMATOES, CANMEA . . . o\ evve e v e veee et anenennens 187. ' 5.5 1.0 )
Driedbeans ....... ...t 234,6 227.8 -23.9 -3.2 -3.8

Broccoli, frozen . .. ..ot e 170. 6 (&3] 8.5 1.5 (&3]
Otherfoodathome............... . oo, 213.0 209. 6 14,1 3.3 3.6
=1 207.9 187. 6 12. 4 5.1 5.2
Fatsand Oils. . . ..ottt it e e 179.5 177.7 1.2 .4 .9
Margarine. . ..o e e e 190, 3 187.9 -2,0 -.1 .1
Satad dressing, 1talian. .. ... .covvn i i 161.2 160. 6 5.4 1.3 1.5
Satad or cooking ot . . .. ... e 187.2 186.3 .5 .1 1.0
SUGAT aNd SWEBTS ... oottt i it e 219.2 215.1 -2.1 3.1 3.1
T P 179.2 174.1 -15.6 1.3 3.4

Grape Jelly o\ttt i e 215.0 (*) -4, 1 -7 ()

Chocolate bar . ..........iviiiiiiiniin i 247.6 ) 2.4 5.9 ()
Syrup, chocolateflavored ............. ... ... . e 229.6 225.8 6.4 5.0 5.7

Nonalcoholic Beverages . .........ovvevirevneennrvnnenns 273.8 (*) 42.8 6.3 Q)

COtEE L .ottt 364, 1 ) 82.9 9.9 (')
Coffer, INSTANT . . . .\t it r ettt iien e 282.4 282.7 38.8 6.1 6.0
- S AP 158.9 158.9 7.0 .7 .5

Carbonated drink, colaflavored .. ...............c.o.... 199.1 (Y 2.6 .3 (&)

Carbonated drink, fruitflavored. . ...................... 201.5 ) 2.1 .5 (1)
Prepared and partially prepared foods ..................... 173,3 172.4 3.5 .1 -.6
Bean soup, canned . . ... ... 206, 6 205,2 .5 -1 -2,0
Chickensoup,canned . .........voveeevinenennnenanns 145, 0 145,3 9,0 -1 -6
Spaghetti, canned .......... ..ottt 166. 1 165.3 1.5 .4 .7
Mashed potatoes, instant . . .....ovuvennvernnnnannnenn, 158,2 158, 4 1.5 .1 -1
Potatoes, french fried, frozen ......................... 179.1 180, 0 1.0 -1, 2 -1,0

Baby fO0dS .« v.vtei e e 180, 2 ) 11.8 .7 (&3]
Sweetpicklerelish .. ...... ... i i, 188.9 185.7 3.7 .3 -, 1
Pretzels .. ..o e s 162.3 162.5 1.4 1.6 -1

! Not available. 2 Priced only in season,
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to

Indexes
Other February 1977 from—
item and group index
base January February February January
1977 1977 1976 1977
HOUSING .« ..ottt ittt e e e e e e 1183, 1 : 1184.3 6.0 0.7
Shelter 2. L. e 1184,1 185,3 5.3 .7
Rent, residential. .. .......ouoeitetitet i 1149, 5 150, 2 5.7 .5
Homeownership 2, . ... ... ... e 196, 7 198,11 5.0 .7
Mortgage interestrates. . .........c.uevennnrereranninnn, 137. 4 137.0 -4.7 -.3
PrOPeItY 1aXeS « ot vttt i e e e e 177.5 178.5 7.0 .6
Property insurance premium . ..........viiien e, 149, 4 149. 6 7.5 .1
Maintenance and repairs ... .......oiuiiae i 206.9 207.9 7.3 .5
Maintenance and repair commodities*. . .. ................ 173.6 174, 8 6.2 .7
Exteriorhouse paint ...........ccocvvrienunenenennn. 169.2 169.8 4,8 .4
Interior house pPaint . .. ....ovtir et iviat i iinenannn. 157, 9 156.9 5.0 -. 6
Maintenance and repair services. . ... ...... ... .. 221.3 222,3 7.8 .5
Repainting living and dining
FOOMS. o vttt e et neeeninesnnssnaasnsonnsnsaans 233.7 233.9 6.7 .1
Reshingling house roof .............. ... 240, 8 242, 4 6.9 .7
Residinghouse. ...........oooviiiiii 209.4 210,2 9.1 .4
Replacing sink ...t i i 215.9 217.5 6.5 .7
Repairingfurnace. .. .......cooiii il i, 217.1 218.0 8.6 .4
Fueland utilities ........c.nreeniiin it iienieiiniinennane, 194, 8 196, 4 10,4 .8
Fueloilandcoal ........coviiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininrenn, 271, 7 278,3 11,6 2.4
Fuel oil, NO. 2 ..t otir it i i i i eaas 268.6 275.4 12,1 2.5
Gasand electriCity . oottt v it it et e e 204,2 205.4 12.9 .6
L 227.0 229.5 19.7 1.1
Electricity ..ot it i i i 183, 0 182.9 6.0 -.1
Other utilities:
Residential telephone services .......cvivn i, 130.5 130.5 1.9 0
Residential water and sewerage
SBIVICES. « ¢ v vt v s as s e na it e e, 200, 0 200, 6 9.7 .3
Household furnishings and operation® ......................... 172.6 173.6 5.1 .6
Housefurnishings ... .................. 153, 0 153, 7 3.5 .5
Textiles . ..ooviiininn i, 149.9 153. 6 5,6 2.5
Sheets, full, flat .................. 142.9 158, 2 -.2 10.7
Curtains, tailored 146.3 149.3 6.8 2.1
BedsPreadS. . o v cv e i e i i e e e 156. 7 158. 6 10,1 1.2
Drapery fabrics . ........covviiiinnnenriiiennennnaann 184. 6 184.4 7.1 -.1
Pillows, bed .. ......coiiiviiieiiiii i 126.8 133.1 9.1 5.0
Slipcovers and throws, ready-made . .............c....... 141, 0 137.6 1.6 -2.4
Furnitureand bedding .. ... ...ocvevvirnnrnreinonannnnns 154, 6 154.3 2,9 -.2
Bedroom furniture, chest and
[ =2 O Mar. 70 136.4 136. 4 4.9 0
Sofas, upholstered .........c..iiiiiiiiiiiariia, 142,5 142, 0 1.7 -.4
Cocktailtables ., .....viiiiinin i inie i iiiin i Dec. 71 131.1 130.5 .9 -.5
Diningroom chairs. . ..o ie i iiin e it Mar. 70 140. 6 140, 2 5.0 -.3
Recliners, uphoistered Dec. 71 113.8 113.5 3.6 -.3
Sofas, dual pUrPOSE . ..ottt i e 139.3 139.6 .9 .2
Bedding, mattress and box springs. .......c.oviunennann... June 70 137.6 137.5 3.7 -1
Aluminum folding chairs .. .........oviuiiniiiiian., *) ¢) (®) *)
CribS .ottt i i e i et e ey 161,11 159, 1 5.2 ~1.2
FlOOr COVEFINGS ... ocvvn i s steneinuonereanneroranns 138, 6 138.6 3,2 0
Broadloom carpeting ...........oviiiiiiiieiiieaiaa k 126.3 125.8 2.7 -, 4
Vinyl sheet goods. . . ... c.uiiuenniiiiii it 167.1 169.0 5.2 1.1
Vinylfloortile ..........cociieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn. 167.4 167.9 3.1 .3
Appliances {exciudingradioand TV) . .......oooiviiiient, 137.8 138.2 4.0 .3
Washing machines, electric...............coiviiiiiiin. 143,2 143.6 4,1 .3
Vacuum cleaners ... ..ovvivninniin i 123.3 123,3 4,1 0
Refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers,
L2211 ¢ T 137.2 138, 0 3.4 .6
Ranges, free standing, gas or
BIBCHIIC . . ottt i i e e e 141.0 140, 8 3,1 -1
Clothes dryers, electric. . .. ...c.vvvvt i envnrnenennnnsn 151, 6 151,9 5.5 .2
Air conditioners, demountable. .. ... ... i, Q) (®) Q) (®)
Room heaters, electric, portable ........................ 133, 4 133.9 4.0 .4
Garbage disposal units ... ... .o i e 136.9 137.3 4.0 .3
Other housefurnishings:
Dinnerware, finechina............c.coiviviiniinnn,, 194, 8 198, 0 6,3 1.6
Flatware, stainlesssteel . ........ccvtiininrennnnnenn., 182.4 183.6 .8 .7
Table lamps, withshade. .. ............. ... ... . . .. 149, 3 150, 1 1.3 .5
Lawn mowers, POWer, rotary type . ...........c..c.ooen.. 6 Q) %) Q)
Electric drills, hand-held ................... .o, 129. 6 130.1 1.4 .4
Housekeeping supplies:
Laundry soapsand detergents . .........ccoueninininenaa.. 180. 3 181.8 7.0 .8
Paper napkins. .. ....ooviin i i e 229.0 230, 6 6.8 7
TOMEL HISSUR . . oo v vttt ie e ine s aiaaeean e, 255.3 256.8 14,0 .6
Housekeeping services:
Domestic services, general
ROUSEWOTK . .o\ttt it e s 215.9 218, 7 5.3 1.3
Baby sitterservices ........ ... .t e e, 222.3 224.4 9,9 .9
Postal Charges. .. ...t vttt it e i e 225.6 225.6 3.4 0
Laundry, flatwork, finishedservice .. ...................... 213, 7 214.9 8.2 .6
Licensed day care services, preschool
chifd ..o 166, 4 168.9 5.4 1.5
Washing machine repairs . ...... ... ....... ... .. oo 206,3 206.3 5.4 0
See foonotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. ity average— Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100}

Percent change to
Indexes
Other February 1977 from—
1tem and group index
base January February February January
1977 1977 1976 1977
Apparel and Upkeep 7. . ... i e e 150, 0 150. 8 4.7 0.5
Apparel commodities. . ... ...t i e 147.6 148.5 4.4 .6
Apparel commodities less footwear ... ....... . .c.neiiiian. 146.5 147.4 4.2 .6
Men'sand Boys . ..o iii i i e e e 148. 8 150, 6 4.7 1.2
Men's:
Topcoats and all-weather coats .............c.ovvvn... 151.7 150. 6 4.0 -7
Suits, yearround weight .. ........ ... . il 137.2 139.7 .7 1.8
SPOrt JACKEES . .\ vt et e i e June 74 92.9 94,7 -4.5 1.9
Jackets, lightweight . ... .......... .. . i - 144, 3 145, 0 5.9 .5
Slacks, heavyweight . . ... ... .. i 115.5 116.3 -1,2 .7
Slacks, lightweight ... ... ... . i 149, 8 150. 8 5,0 .7
TrOUSETS, WOIK . o v vttt e e v ee s eiaaean e 167.1 169.3 8.7 1.3
SRIrtS, WOTK .« o vttt ittt e et e et 164.8 168.9 9.2 2.5
Shirts, businessordress . ...... ... ... i, 137.0 138.9 8.5 1.4
110 -7 A P 164.9 170.9 9.7 3.6
SOCKS . . vttt e 137.9 137.8 3.5 -1
Handkerchiefs ............... ... ...t 166, 2 167.3 5.9 .7
Boys':
Coats, heavyweight . ..........ooniiiiinininnnens 116.8 113.8 1.7 -2.6
Sport coats, wool orwool blends . .................... 126. 4 127.1 2.3 .6
DUNGATEES ..ottt iire e et i 199.0 200, 7 10.2 .9
UNAErSHOTTS . . .. it eene e e 159.9 162.8 6.9 1.8
Women'sandgirls’......... ... i e 143.0 143.3 3.7 .2
Women'’s:
Coats, heavyweight . ... ... 0 i rieirnanenennann 145, 6 140.5 8.9 -3.5
Carcoats, heavyweight . ... ... ... iirinriineiennnn, 144.1 149.0 7.6 3.4
SWEALEFS ...\t 136,2 134.9 -.8 -1.0
Skirts, winterweight . ... ......civeiinnrnnrnennennn 151, 3 146.3 -2.8 ~3.3
Skirts, summer weight ... ... ..ot 149.6 158.2 6.6 5.7
BIOUSES. . ettt 143,1 145, 4 5.6 1.6
Dresses, street, year round weight .. ................... 151. 4 153. 4 4.4 1.3
T3 PPN 131.8 ) 131.2 7.3 -.5
Panties . . ..ottt e 155, 5 154, 3 6.9 -.8
Girdles. .. ... e 134.7 137.0 4,4 17
Brassieres . . ...... ... it i e e 153.5 154.9 5.2 .9
Hose or panty hose, nyfon ........cvoueenennnninnnn.. 92.7 91.8 .7 -1.0
Anklets or knee-fengthsocks . ......... ... ..o, 138.6 139.0 3.7 .3
Gloves, fabric. .. ..ovvii it e 129.5 129.9 1.2 .3
Handbags........... ... i 173, 7 174,5 4,7 .5
Girls’:
RainCoats. . . ...vuntt it i 135, 6 137.3 7.4 1.3
Skirts, fallandwinter. ... ... ... ... i, 152.9 154,1 3.7 .8
Dresses............ e e e e 135, 8 131.2 1.0 -3.4
Slacks, faltandwinter. . ........covvinn i, 173.0 170. 2 2.7 -1, 6
Sl . ot e e 140. 6 141.6 8.0 .7
Handbags 151,2 150. 3 9.2 -.6
Other apparel commodities . .........ccoiiiiiiivrinenenns 157, 4 157.7 5.0 .2
[ 7o 1< -2 G 201,3 204,0 11.3 1.3
Yard goods 167.2 168.0 6.9 .5
Wrist watches, men’sandwomen’s .........c.ccovvvieinns 141.7 141,2 1.8 -. 4
Footwear . . ... i e e 153,2 154, 4 5.7 .8
Men'’s:
ShOeS, SHTEEL. . .\ vttt i i e e e s 160. 6 162.0 9.8 .9
Shoes, work, high. . ... ... ... .. i 178.2 178.7 8.7 .3
Women's:
Shoes, Street, PUMP . .ot v vt ittt ieeenannenneennan 144,3 145, 7 3.4 1.0
Shoes, eVening, PUMP ...ttt itiier e eiiaanaiinenns 136.7 137.8 4.6 .8
ShOes, CASLA . .t e 153, 7 155, 6 5.6 1.2
Houseslippers, scuff ... .......... it 151.0 151, 4 5.3 .3
Chiidren’s:
Shoes, oxford. . ... ...t e 154, 7 156, 3 6.4 1.0
Sneakers, boys’, oxfordtype . ........ . ... i, 150, 7 152.3 1.3 1,1
Dress shoes, girls’ . ... ...t uiir it i i 163.1 163. 6 4.1 .3
Apparel services: .
Drycleaning . ..o et e e i 166.0 166.8 6.2 .5
Automatic laundry service .. ............. . il 148, 2 147, 8 5.2 -.3
Laundry, men’sshirts. . ........oiuieieiin e 171, 7 172.9 7.7 .7
Taitoringcharges .. .......ccoiiiiiiiiii s e 166.9 167.0 5.9 .1
ShOE FEPAINS . « v v vttt it e e e 156. 2 157.2 7.9 .6
R L 13t oTeT o v 1 4o o NGO 172, 1 173.3 9.3 .7
PHVaTe B L e i 171. 4 172.7 9.9 .8
Automobiles, new .. ... .. ... ... e 141.1 140, 7 4.8 -.3
Automobiles,used . ........ .. .. L i 177. 7 179.1 23.6 .8
Gasoline, regular, premium, andunleaded . .................... 181.3 183.5 5,3 1,2
Motor oil ; 162.5 163.0 3.2 .3
Tires oot 140. 4 140, 0 7.4 -.3
Auto repairs {mechanical) and maintenance * .................. 196, 4 198, 3 6.8 1.0
AULO INSLTANCe PIEMIUMS . ..ttt er e et eenae v ennnnnnan 200, 5 203.8 14,8 1.6
Auto registration fees . ...... ... ... . i e , 137.5 137.5 3.5 0
Parking fees, private and municipal . .............ciiiu.. .. i i 191.8 190.7 i 6.3 -6
H i

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPl-—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average—Continued

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to

Indexes
Other February 1977 from—
Item and group index
base January February February January
1977 1977 1976 1977
Transportation—Continued
LY 178.7 178.9 5,0 0.1
Localtransitfares, ......coooiiiiiiiiniiiiriinnriannesas 177, 0 177. 0 3.9 0
Taxicab fares . ... ...oiiiin i i i e 181, 7 182, 5 5.3 .4
Railroad fares, coach ..........coiiiiiiiiieinnennnneonas 169, 4 169. 4 7.1 0
Airplane fares, chieflycoach .................coo v, 177.8 177, 8 7.4 0
Bus fares, intercity...........oiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 211.2 211,2 9.7 0
Heaith and recreation. . .................. e 169.0 169. 8 6.3 .5
Medical care ! ° 194. 1 195, 8 9.5 .9
Drugsand prescriptions . .. ..o irinriniintronnncnnan 129.8 130.7 6.0 .7

Over-the-counter ems ...........ceevvevrenennnennnnns . 143.7 144, 3 6.6 .4
Multiple vitamin concentrates ............ccevineeracn. 107.7 107. 6 2.5 -.1
AsPirin COMPOUNS . .. viivnerrrinnennreneraannesnns 142, 4 142, 1 3.6 -.2
LIQUIdTONICS . oo v v vt s 121.8 121.5 1.8 -2
Adhesive bandages, packages . . ... .t i aann 195,9 198.3 14,8 1.2
Cold tablets or capsules . . .....oovinnneinnennnnenannn 133.5 134, 3 4.4 .6
CoUGh SYIUP. ..ttt ettt inane i n v enneannnans 151.4 152.3 7.0 .6

PresCriPtiONS .. ittt i i e e e 118.2 119.3 5.5 .9
Anti-infectives .. ... oot i e 73.8 74,1 2.8 .4
Sedative and hypnotics. . .. ....coiiiriii e rennnnns 168.17 169.9 6.2 .7
ALArACHICS. « o v v v er v eann e e ey 116.5 116.8 5.6 .3
ANtisPasmOdiCs ..o ov vt vt ie it it e e 141, 8 144.5 9.5 1.9
Cough preparations 190.3 193, 4 11.7 1.6
Cardiovasculars and antihypertensives .. ... .............. 122.8 123,9 3.4 .9
Analgesics, internal .........iiiii it e 122.2 123.0 2.1 .7
HOMMONES ..ottt ittt ane s eeneeaaneenn 113, 8 115.5 6.3 1.5

Professional services:

Physicians’ fees. . ...ttt it 197.1 198. 8 9.3 .9
General physician, office visits. . ............ciiieaa, 203.0 204, 6 9.4 .8
General physician, house visits. . .. ..oovivenieeennaa.... 198.9 200, 1 8.7 .6
Obstetrical €ases. .. .....ovuivvnrivrnnoeniansnesonnans 201, 4 202, 2 10,5 .4
Pediatric care, office Visits . .. .....civinrri it 203,11 206.2 10.7 1.5
Psychiatrist, office visits. . ... ............0o ..., A 167.1 167.8 4,2 .4
Herniorrhapy, adult . ...... ... ..ot 177.6 178. 6 10,7 .6
Tonsillectomy and adenoidectomy ............cc.vvenn.. 186.1 189, 4 10,3 1.8

Dentists fees . .. ....ovieii ittt it 178.7 179.9 7.0 .7
Fillings, adult, amaigam, onesurface . ................... 184.2 185, 6 7.0 .8
Extractions, adubt .........ciiiniiinnerirrnanninennn 179.1 180, 8 8.3 .9
Dentures, full Upper. ..o it rirrne it ierrnnanes. 167.1 167.5 5.4 .2

Other professional services:

Examination, prescription, and dispensing
Of BYegIaSSES. . v oo v ii vttt et i e e 163.5 164, 3 5.3 .5
Routine laboratory tests .......ccvvvvinvinennrnnannn . 163, 9 164, 6 6.3 .4
Hospital servicecharges . ................... e Jan. 72 156.7 158.2 9.8 1.0

Semiprivate rOOMS . . . .o v ev it iii i i e e, 285.3 288.3 11.2 1.1

Operating room charges . .. ....oovvninvuinniiannesennuns 296.1 300, 6 14,2 1.5

X-ray, diagnostic series, upper Gl. . .......covviinennnnans 182.9 183,7 9.0 .4

LabOoratory teSts. . .. v v vvinrntr ettt ’ Jan. 72 144.9 145.9 6.3 .7

Anti-infectives .. ..ooeiiiiii e Jan. 72 127.3 127.9 5.5 .5

TranqQuilizers . ... .viit i i i i i e s Jan. 72 133.1 133.8 5.1 .5

Electrocardiogram .. .....c.ciiiiiniicinniisenannnanns Jan. 72 141, 3 142.7 6.4 1.0

fNtravenous solUtion ... .. vie i it i Jan. 72 149. 6 150, 5 7.6 .6

Physical therapy. .. ...cviitiein i itararanannrines Jan. 72 156. 4 158, 2 9.6 1.2

Oxygen, inhalation therapy .. ......c..vvevevennnnnnnenns Jan. 72 136.0 136. 6 6.7 .4

Personal Care . ....veiinii i e e i it 166, 2 166. 7 6.2 .3
TOHEt QOOUS . . .ot er et iiie i e i 163, 4 163, 5 4,7 .1

Toothpaste, standard dentifrice .. ...............0ovvunnen 140, 7 142,5 4.5 1.3

Toiletsoap, hard-milled . . ............iiiiiiiiiiiniinae, 194.9 194, 1 -.4 -. 4

Hand Iotions .. ...ttt iitieenniinennnnnans 168.3 170.5 6.6 1.3

ShavingereamL . v v uvs i inenn i e eienoernrnienanerarnns 140, 3 139.9 5.4 -.3

Facepowder ................ ettt 175,11 172, 4 7.6 -1.5

Deodorants .. ....ooivriiieiriinitieit it 123. 4 121, 6 1.8 -1.5

Cleansing tisSUBS .. ... ..oueveetiiiinntnrnneannrnaanss 227.3 228.2 6.9 .4

Home permanent wave Kits . ........ouvinerevrnnnneenns 131.5 133.3 6.0 1.4

Personal Care ServiCes . .. ..., .. oottt 169.0 170, 0 7.7 .6

Men's haircuts ... ..couuniinn e iieienaiinnnanannns 169.3 170, 2 7.4 .5

Beauty shop services 168.9 170.0 8.1 .7
Women's haircuts 200.5 201, 3 13.0 .4
Shampoo and wave sets, plain .. .........ovvunivinnnnnn 167.9 169.3 6.7 .8
Permanent waves, cold. ............ e ieeen e 139, 1 139, 7 5.0 .4

Readingandrecreation * % .. ... ... i ittt i 154, 9 155,5 4,7 .4
Recreational goods. .. ....coiiittiinriniii it 128.9 129,2 2.5 .2

TV sets, portable andconsole .........coviiiinneeinnnnn 102, 8 102, 4 -7 -4

TV replacement tubes . ........ e it ee e e 169.2 170. 8 3.8 .9

Radios, portable and tablemodels ....................... 105, 4 105, 1 .3 -.3

Tape recorders, portable ................... ... .. ..., 95.9 95,9 1.1 0

Phonograph records, stereophonic.................... e 123.5 123.9 -1 .3

Moviecameras, Bmm ......... ..ot i 95,7 95.9 .6 .2

Film, 35mm, color. .. .. T P 128,7 130. 3 7.8 1.2

GO DAIIS .o e e et ettt et ie e e e 103.7 104, 5 .3 8

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. CPi—nonfood commodities and services, U.S. city average— Continued

{Consumer price index tor urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)

Percent change to
Other Indexes February 1977 from—
{tem and group index
base January February February January
1977 1977 1976 1977
Health and recreation—Continued
Reading and recreation—Continued
Recreational goods—Continued
Basketballs, rubber or vinyl COVer ..............ccoviiua... 146, 4 147, 3 -0,3 0.6
Fishing rods, fresh-water spincasting . ..................... 126.7 127. 4 3.2 .6
Bowlingballs .. ... .. . e 132.9 133.8 4.0 .7
Bicycles, BOYS « .ot 146, 6 146, 3 2,2 -2
TrCYCIES Lt 153, 6 152.8 3.9 -.5
Dog food, canned orboxed . . ... covii it i 178, 7 180.3 5.9 .9
Recreational SBrVICes .. .. ... ii i 159.5 160.2 5.3 .4
INdOOr MOVie admiSSIONS . ..« v v v vereen e iieer e e, 182.3 184, 8 6.6 1.4
AU . e e 176, 0 178.2 5.8 1.3
Children’s. ... ... it e 200.0 203.5 8.6 1.8
Drive-in movie admissions ... ...... .. .. it 184, 8 184.5 5,1 -.2
Bowling fees, evening. ... ...t iit it i 152,4 153, 2 5.4 .5
Golfgreen fees. . ... ..o\t iiit e *) (¢ (%) (%)
LI - L 109.5 110.0 3.4 .5
Filmdeveloping. .. ...t e 123,0 121.2 -1.9 -1.5
Reading and education:
Newspapers, streetsale and delivery. ... ................... 185,7 187.8 4,7 1.1
Magazines, single copy and subscription. .. ................. 194.0 194, 0 9.1 0
Piano lessons, beginner . ........... ... ... 0., 151.2 151.5 6.0 .2
Other goods and SBIVICES . ..o vvuvv vt vennreeuniorenenoeonnnn 156.7 156.9 3.7 .1
TObacCo ProdUCTS .. oottt it 165. 4 165,8 4.1 .2
Cigarettes, nonfilter tip, regularsize. . ............... .. ... 167.8 168.1 4,1 .2
Cigarettes, filter tip, king size 168.2 168. 7 4,1 .3
Cigars, domestic, regular size 133,2 133.6 4.6 .3
Alcoholicbeverages .. .......ovievnernreernnennennnnnsns 148, 8 148.8 3.0 0
Beer,athome ............... 144, 7 144.3 2,1 -.3
Whiskey, spirit blended and straight bourbon ............... 115, 8 116.5 .6 .6
Wine, dessertandtable. .. .......... .. oo, 158.9 159,2 2.1 .2
Beer,away fromhome. ........ ... ... o i i, 170.3 170.3 5.5 0
Financial and miscelianeous personal expenses:
Funeral services, adult .. ......... ... . iiiiiiin i, 152.9 153,9 3.8 .7
Bank service charges, checkingaccount .................... 132.2 132.4 6.6 .2
Legal services, shortformwill ................ . ... .uu.. 207.5 208.5 7.0 .5
' Revised. slacks, bathing suits, girls’ shorts, earrings, and zippers not shown separately.
? Also includes hotel and motel rates not shown separately. 8 Also includes storage batteries and drivers’ license fees not shown separately.
3 Also includes home purchase costs not shown separately. ? Includes prices for water pump reptacement, motor tune-up, automatic trans-
¢ Also includes pine shelving, furnace filter, packaged dry cement mix, and shrubbery mission repair, front-end alignment, and chassis lubrication; does not include prices for
not shown separately. auto body repairs. In the CPl this component represents consumers’ direct, out-of-
¢ Also includes window shades, nails, carpet sweepers, air deodorizers, steel wool pocket expenses for automobile repairs and maintenance.
scouring pads, envelopes, reupholstering and moving expenses. 1% Also includes health insurance not shown separately.
¢ Priced only in season. 11 Also includes outboard motors, nondurable toys, college tuition fees, paperback

7 Also includes men’s sport shirts, women’s and girls’ lightweight coats, women’s books, and college textbooks, not shown separatety.
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Table 5. CPl—selected areas, all items index

{Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)

Pricing Indexes
Area ! 2 Percent change from:
schedule 1967=100 | 195750=100 |  Ooher
ses
February | November| January
February 1977 1976 1976 1977
US. City BVerage .. ...ovvnrteeinernieeiieenaneeaneanns M 177, 1 206, 0 6.0 1.9 1.0
Chicago . ... vttt i e M 171, 2 194.5 6.0 1.6 1.0
LT3 L S M 175, 1 201,2 5.6 1.5 .7
Los Angeles—LongBeach ...........cc.uvviiiiininneennns M 176.3 207.3 7.6 2.4 .9
N.Y.—~Northeastern N.J .. .....oooiitiiiiiiiiiiinininn., M 3182.1 4216, 7 5.0 1.7 .9
Phifadelphia. ... ... i e s M 178, 7 208.7 5.3 1.8 1.1
January October
January 1977 1976 1976
1 178.2 213.5 3.7 1,2
1 183.6 210.1 6.6 .9
Minneapolis—St. Paul. . . ... oottt 1 175.9 203.9 5.3 1.4
Pittsburgh. .. ... e e s 1 172.9 198.9 5.4 1.2
February | November
February 1977 1976 1976
BUFFBI0. . ¢ .ottt e e 2 177.5 5195,1 6.2 2,1
Cleveland . . ... ... i i i i it 2 177.3 200,1 7.4 2.5
DAHAS . e e e ettt e 2 175.2 5189.3 7.0 2.0
L T S PP 2 173.6 196.0 . 6.8 1.8
SAN DIBYO. .+« . ceve e et e 2 176. 6 6185, 6 5.6 1.6
BRI . ittt et 2 171. 4 201, 4 6.0 2,1
Washinglon ... ....ueuereereeeeaniee e neeraannannreenns 2 7178.4 8207.8 6.8 2.2
December | September|
December 1976 1975 1976
AN, L it 3 172.0 197. 8 3.5 .2
Baltimore. . ..ot i e s 3 178, 4 207,1 6.0 1.1
CINCINNELT ..ttt n i e 3 174.5 198.0 6.0 1.4
HOMOMIIU « o e ottt e 3 165.5 9178.4 3.6 .9
Kansas City ....oonn ittt ittt 3 170.7 202.6 4,7 1.2
St OIS .+ v vttt et et i e e 3 168.2 196.5 4.9 .7
San Francisco—Oakland ............ ... oo 3 172.5 205, 2 5.1 1.5
! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro- ® Revised index: January 1977, 180.5.
politan Statistical Area {(SMSA) except for New York and Chicago which have more 4 Revised index: January 1977, 214.8.
extensive Standard Consolidated Areas. Area definitions were established for the 1960 * November 1963=100.
Census and exclude revisions made since 1960. ¢ February 1965=100.
2 Foods, fuels, and several other items priced every month in all cities; most other 7 Revised index: November 1976, 174.5.
goods and services priced as indicated: ® Revised index: November 1976, 203.3.
M — Every month. ? December 1963=100.
1 — January, April, July, and October.
2 — February, May, August, and November. NOTE: Price changes within areas are found in the Consumer Price Index; differences
3 — March, June, September, and December. in living costs among areas are found in family budgets.

Table 6. CP1—areas * priced monthly, by expenditure class, percent change from January 1977 to February 1977

{C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
u.s. New York—
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit Los Angeles Northeastern | Philadelphia
Long Beach
average New Jersey
AlLTBMS. o o vt ittt ieeine et enee et ceaeonnanens 1.0 1.0 0.7 0.9 20.9 1.1
FOOO & ittt e e 2.3 2.0 1.8 1.2 2.2 2.8
HOUSING &« . v v ta e esevee e eneeraaieaneeeananonneenns 2.1 .8 .5 .7 2,4 .4
Apparel and Upkeep. ... ..o v i i i e .5 1.2 .9 1.1 .2 .1
TransSPoOrtation . . .. ouvutoe it c e i i .7 .9 .4 .5 .4 1.1
Health and recreation. . ... ..o iinernrenn e neannnenarennn .5 .3 .2 .8 .5 .5
Medical care. . ... .. .9 13. 4 3 2 13. 5 .3 1,2
Personal care. .3 (*) (*) *) ) *)
Reading and recreation . ...........evuiivininiiieunnenenn .4 0 0 1.0 .7 .2
Other goods and SeIViCes .. ..ot vv i vin v rnnans .1 -.3 .1 -. 4 .2 .1
1 See footnote 1, table 5. 3 Not available.
2 Revised.
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Table 7. CPl—selected areas’, by expenditure class

(Cc price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)
us. New York—
Expenditure class city Chicago Detroit Lf s Angeles— Northeastern Phitadeiphia
ong Beach
average New Jersey
Indexes, February 1977
Allitems ................. SN 177.1 171.2 175,11 176.3 2182.1 178. 7
Food ... e 187.7 184, 8 181.7 180, 4 191.9 194. 3
Foodathome ..........c.cooiiiiiiineeenniennnnennnn 186,2 183.2 179.3 179. 4 193.0 191.4
Cereais and bakery products . ..........c....coiivunnnnn 180.0 179.5 187.1 181.3 181.2 191, 0
Meats, poultry, andfish .. .................. P 174, 7 174.7 169.0 173.8 175,4 180.9
Dairy produeCts. . ... .vie et i e, 171, 1 162.8 170.7 155, 4 174.4 172.1
Fruitsandvegetables . .. ... . ..ot inininnrenenans 194, 7 194.8 170.1 178.3 218.1 200.8
Otherfoodathome.........covvviiniiiinienennernnns 213,0 210,2 206, 6 204.5 226,0 218.6
Food away fromhome. ............. ...t 193, 6 191.1 192.3 183.2 188.9 206, 7
LT T 184.3 169.1 179.9 187.2 188.2 185.5
Shelter. .. ..ot e 185.3 169. 2 182,17 196, 1 186. 1 193.0
Rent, residential. . ... .veuvrrverererenernranennanees 150.2 ) 146. 3 *) 168.3 %)
Homeownership. ......voviiriiiiiiiiin e renannsnn 198. 1 182, 4 189.9 210.4 198.8 201.0
Fuelandutilities ..........c.oiviiiiiiiiiiineiinenaanns 196. 4 174. 8 199.7 163.4 217.3 187.3
Fueloilandcoal..............oiviiiiin i, 278.3 270. 4 277.9 - 291.0 270.4
Gasandelectricity ... ....oovv it 205.4 184, 7 217.5 190. 6 240.0 187.2
Household furnishings and operation. . .................... 173.6 165.2 158, 1 167.4 176, 7 170. 6
Apparel and UPKEEP . . ... vttt i i i et e 150, 8 138.8 144,9 144,2 145,8 140. 8
Men'sandboys’.......ccovveienniinienns [ 150. 6 130. 6 157.0 137.9 138. 1 145, 0
Women'sandgirls . .........ooiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiees 143, 3 131. 6 128.2 139.6 139.3 122, 2
Footwear............ivivniiiiiinnninnes e 154, 4 146. 7 149.9 147.6 150. 4 152.1
TranspOrtatioN . . o o v vt e st reneneeenrnnsrannasesnnaesan 173.3 177.6 167.8 176.4 191.4 174.0
Private ..ot e e 172.7 177.1 167.5 178.1 181.7 177. 6
Public....... e e e 178.9 181.3 170.3 145, 1 228, 6 153.3
Health andrecreation ..............vveeiienenernnnasenns 169.8 171.5 179.5 167.5 176.7 173.9
Medicalcare......... et 195, 8 201.9 219.8 198. 6 210.9 212.3
PerSONEl CAIE . v v v veeereresnaensaronearenernssases 166, 7 ?) (*) *) 173.9 (&)
Readingand recreation ...........ccovnerneranrnnsnarans 155.5 156. 1 155, 4 144, 7 161.1 155,3
Other goods and Services .. .........ceuvenrnierornnoanas 156.9 159, 0 160.5 157.2 161. 6 158. 0
Percent changes, November 1976 to February 1977
I PP 1.9 1.6 1.5 2.4 1.7 1.8
L 3.6 2.3 3.4 3.3 3.5 4,2
Food athome ....... e e s 4,1 2.3 3.9 3.9 4,3 4.6
Cereals and bakery products. . . . . i, .1 .4 -1.1 2.0 -.9 1,1
Meats, poultry,andfish...................... RPN 1.6 .2 3.0 2.4 .7 1,9
Dairy products. . .. covvee it i i i it i e e -.3 -3 .8 -1.1 .7 -.5
Fruitsandvegetables . ...........ccviviiineincnnannnns 11.4 5.2 7.6 6.2 13.2 13,4
Otherfoodathome . ......cooiiiuiiiiiiiniinnnvenins 8.0 6.6 7.5 8.7 8.4 8.3
Food away fromhome ........... .. coiiiiiinivinnne, 1.9 2.4 1.2 1.7 W7 2.8
L TC T 2.0 2. 4 1.2 3.3 2.0 .9
Shelter ..o e e 1.8 2.2 .7 3.9 1.7 .1
Rent, residential .. ..........ocovnirieneenenennunnnn 1.8 S 1.2 (%) ‘1.7 %)
Homeownership .................... .. .00t 1.7 2.8 .5 4,4 1.3 -2
Fuetandutilities ...........ccoviiiriiiiennnnns 4,4 5.5 4.9 1.1 4,3 3.9
Fuet oil andcoal. ......... 7.9 9.4 7.8 - 9.3 7.1
Gas and electricity 4,7 7.4 5.8 2.0 3.9 4.2
Household furnishings and operation . . ...............vuuus 1.1 1.3 .1 2.0 1.2 .6
Apparel and UPKEEP . . .o v vt e it i ittt i i e, -7 -2.1 .3 1.8 -2.3 -1.7
Men'sand boys! . ......ooitirniiiiiii it i -1 -1.3 1.6 0 -4 -2.0
Women'sand girls’ . ...ttt -2.7 -5.2 -1.0 3.6 -5.8 -4,3
FOOIWEAN . . o\ttt iiei ettt et tanernnnean .5 -.5 .5 .7 .1 -.1
TranspoOrtation. . .. .v vt vnvcie s st teaaarianann 1.1 1.2 .8 .5 .9 2.2
[ 1 (N 1.2 1.4 .8 .6 1.2 2.5
PUBIIC. oo vt et e e .7 .2 W2 .4 .1 .1
Healthand recreation ...........c.vviiiniiiiarivnnivnennnn 1.5 1.6 1.0 1.6 1.6 1.2
Medicalcare. . ..ot e 2.4 3.1 1.1 2.2 1.8 2,0
PErsONal CAIE ... u v s ieeenreneneeeneanaeannsennaanans 1.2 % *) (*) 2.5 &)
Readingand recreation. . ......ovivveerveiiennnrnnrnnsan .9 1.0 .5 1.5 1.3 1.2
Other goods and Services .. .....ovvviiinnrenenennniannn 1.0 .1 . .9 1.0 .4

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 7. CPl—selected areas’, by expenditure class—Continued

{C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)
Expenditure class Buffalo Cleveland Dailas Milwaukee Dsiael;o Seattle Washington
Indexes, February 1977
YL T 113 177.5 177.3 175.2 173.6 176. 6 171. 4 5178.4
FOOO . it e e 186. 3 193. 4 187. 4 186.7 185.2 182. 2 194.7
Foodathome. ... ..ot 184.9 193.4 183,5 185.0 176. 7 181.1 190. 8
Cereals and bakery products . ..............0ivienannnn 179. 6 190.9 178,4 179.8 172.1 174.3 192, 6
Meats, poultry,and fish. ............. ...t 171. 7 178.2 167.3 176. 2 174. 3 176.2 169. 6
Dairy ProduCts. . . oo vt ee s cni e 170.2 182.4 167.0 176.7 159.5 166.9 162.9
Fruitsandvegetables . . .............. ..o iiiiiiianen 198.8 188.1 192.6 191.3 176.3 174.8 204.3
Otherfoodathome..............oviiiiiiiininnnnnnns 208.8 230.7 210.5 203.7 197.0 207.9 230.3
Food away fromhome.........coovvviiiii i 194, 4 194.5 201.9 193.0 206.4 185.5 204, 6
Housing......oovvvnennnn i 186, 6 175.3 177.1 172, 8 193,0 180, 3 b181.7
B4 171.7 170. 7 179.4 168.7 212.5 186. 3 7179.8
Rent,residential. . .......... ..ottt 153, 7 135.9 135,5 149.0 164. 4 148.9 155, 0
HOMEOWNETSNID . . .. o vt e eeeteneeanenenenennns 174, 9 176.9 199.1 174. 8 232.5 197.3 8194,1
Fueland utilities ...........vviiiii i inineennnns 256.2 211,8 181. 6 200.2 155, 3 174, 0 203. 6
Fueloilandcoal ........vvviiiiniieiiiiiinnneneinnn 290, 4 - - 297.7 - 251.8 289.4
Gasand electricity . . oo iiviin e 274.0 227.2 222.3 210.7 172, 8 140. 2 235.2
Household furnishings and operation. ..............o0ouuns 176.9 168.5 168, 8 165. 5 161.3 170.0 174.3
Apparel and UPKEED . « « v oo vevie i e 165.7 152.3 149.7 164.1 143, 7 150. 4 148.8
Men'sand boys' . ...ttt e e 201.5 150, 0 152.1 162.3 150, 1 150.9 148.3
Women's and Girls’ . ..o v vtiiis i 151.3 150. 7 132.8 166, 3 130.7 141.5 134.5
FOOWeAT . Lttt ittt ey 154.7 147.1 154, 3 166. 2 142.8 151.2 154, 5
TranspoOrtation. . ... vvvuineea e s seeessneennansnusnnen 167.6 166.3 178. 6 169.3 170.3 156, 4 170.3
PrVAtE . ..t i e e e 168, 0 174. 3 179.4 167.1 172.1 157.8 171.1
PUbliC ... i i i i 161.3 114.7 167.8 194, 4 137.8 148, 4 167.0
Health and recreation ...............vvviirieunnnninnnnnns 165, 0 183, 2 170. 1 167.8 161.8 163.3 176. 0
Medicalcare.........ovviiiiiiiiiiiiii i 179.9 218.5 188. 4 191.5 188.9 187.5 209.8
Personal Care . ........ceuuneniiiiier i 168.0 181, 6 171.9 168. 7 156. 5 169.9 161.1
Readingand recreation ...........c..ivviiieenniinenannn 154, 0 159.8 157.8 162.2 145, 6 154. 2 153.2
Other goods and services .. ......vvvvivrinenronernnsnnss 158.5 168.8 154.1 152, 7 150, 3 147. 4 175, 4
Percent changes, November 1976 to February 1977
AR IEMS ...ttt e e 2.1 2.5 2.0 1.8 1.6 2.1 2.2
[« e 4,4 3.0 5.5 2.9 2.7 2.8 3.7
Foodathome .........oviinnuiniiiiinnniiinirinnnnenns 5.1 3.1 6.3 2.9 3.8 2.8 4,5
Cereals and bakery products ...........coviiennnnneenns -1.6 1.2 1.8 .3 2,1 ~2.5 4,8
Meats, poultry,and fish......... ... ..o, .8 1.5 2.5 1.9 2.4 -2 2.2
Dairy products. .... et ettt .2 -.2 1.4 -1.1 -.5 -2.4 .3
Fruitsandvegetables . .............. it 18.7 9.3 16.3 5.7 4,2 9.6 7.0
Otherfoodathome . . ....covninnnirrnnrnennennens 8.8 4,6 9.2 7.1 9.6 8.6 7.4
Foodaway fromhome ...........cvitninnnannnnnnnnnn .8 2.7 2.9 2.6 .3 2.5 1.8
HOUSING . . vt iciiiiiet e et aaes 2.0 3.5 1.3 2,2 1.9 1.3 2.5
SREHET . - . i it e e .1 4,1 1. 6 2.8 1.8 1.0 2.4
Rent, residential ............cooviiviiiiiiiiiiiiinn .9 1.4 2.7 1.5 1.9 2.3 1. 4
Homeownership. . ....ovvieneennrnrnerrcacrrennenes -.1 4.6 1,4 3.1 1.8 .7 2.9
Fueland utilities ...........coovniiiiiiiniiia., 8.6 4.6 .4 3.4 .8 2.2 7.0
Fueloitandeoal .........coiviriniiiiiinnnnnnnnsn 11.7 - - 12,3 - 4,4 7.7
Gasandelectricity . ... oo ovni et e 10.7 6.6 4,7 1.2 .3 2.2 11. 2
Household furnishingsandoperation. . ............c00eees .8 .2 1.0 -1 2.6 1.7 -1
Apparel and UPKEeD . « ...ttt i -1 -7 .9 -1.0 -.6 .8 -1.9
Men'sand boys ... ..ot iinin ittt -3.1 .7 1.3 -.1 1,5 1.6 -2.8
Women'sandgirls’................. ... il 1.9 -2.9 -2.9 -2, 4 -3.8 -.5 -3.7
Footwear.............. PR ~.1 1.0 2.1 .8 1.1 1.1 -.8
TranspOrtation . ....cuviuieneeneeneenncnaronrnerannannn .4 .4 .4 .5 .6 3.6 2.3
PrIVALE . it e e e .4 .3 .4 .5 .5 1.2 2.8
PUBKIC. v e e .1 .3 .3 ! 1.4 21,5 .5
Healthand recreation. . .......coovvii i iinenenenreaonnsn 2,0 2.4 1.1 2.2 1.3 2.5 1.7
Medicalcare. . .....ooiinii i iii i iianneanas 4,8 6.0 1.8 1.5 2.5 3.4 2.3
Personal Care ... .....coeeteneerann ittt eaaannn W7 .4 1.5 2.6 .2 2.4 .9
Readingand recreation .............iuiiiieniiininnn .7 .8 -1 4,4 .6 2.0 2.1
Other goods and Services .. .......ovvvvrerennniennananns .8 .1 1.1 .6 .6 2.0 .7

! See footnote 1, table 5.

* Revised index: January 1977, 180.5.
3 Not available.

? Change from December 1976.

Revised index: November 1976, 174.5.
Revised index: November 1976, 177.2.
Revised index: November 1976, 175.6.
Revised index: November 1976, 188.6.

® 9 o o«
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Table 7-A. CPl—selected areas', 1976 annual average, by expenditure class

(C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers)
Expenditure class Buffalo Cleveland Dallas Milwaukee L'?i:’g‘o Seattle Washington
Indexes (1967+100)
AHEMS L e e i 170, 6 169. 0 167.7 167.1 170. 7 164.5 171. 2
Allitems {1957-58=100) .. .........cciirrrernnunrnnnnnasn 2187.5 190, 8 2181.3 188. 6 3179.4 193.3 199.5
FOOd ..o e e e e e 178. 6 185.9 176.9 180.0 179.2 175. 0 186.5
Food at home. . ..ot ii it i ii i in i cianaan 177.3 186. 1 173.0 179.3 171.9 175.2 183.1
Cereals and bakery products . .........c.c.vueeiunenennn 184.8 190. 3 174,3 181.8 173, 4 177.9 184.2
Meats, poultry, andfish. .. ..........oiiinirnnrnnnnn. 177. 6 1819 ° 171.7 179. 6 178.2 183.8 173.2
Dairy ProduCES. . .. v v it ie et i e 167.0 176. 6 161.8 174. 1 159, 6 167.5 160.9
Fruitsandvegetables . .. ......oovunennnnniniaaannan 169.5 179. 6 168. 6 178.0 162.9 156. 1 191, 4
Otherfoodathome........cooviiiinvniinneesvnnans 186. 0 201.8 183.1 182. 6 176.7 182.9 206, 4
Food away from home. . .. ..coviinniniiininnnnnnnnans 186. 2 185, 3 191.1 183.2 199, 1 174.5 194. 8
L Lo TT T PN 178.9 164.9 170.3 165.3 184, 8 173.7 173.0
0 T=T T PR 168.5 162.8 173,3 161.1 202.9 179.9 173.2 ,
Rent, residential. . ......oooivrn i innnneninians 149.3 130.8 129,2 144, 1 158.3 141, 1 149, 0
Homeownership. ....vvv i iiii it i eanan 172.0 168. 4 193.0 166, 4 221.5 191. 4 187.1
Fuelandutilities ..........covi i iiinninenannenns 227.5 178.7 170. 1 185.5 153.5 166, 4 174, 7
Fueloilandcoal ........covvivinniiniiinennn . 249.9 - - 259.5 - 235, 7 254.9
Gasandelectricity . ..o vvvniniveiiie it 238.8 189. 8 192, 7 195, 6 171, 7 133, 8 187.7
Household furnishings and operation........ e 172.3 162.8 164.2 162.3 153.5 163.2 171.2
Apparel and UPKeED . . . vttt i i i e e i 161.5 148.5 145, 6 162.0 144.4 147, 2 149, 3
Men'sand boys . ......uverreerenenerieniaierriieene 197. 4 148, 4 148.5 160.0 147, 7 143. 8 149, 7
Women'sand girls’ . ... ...ciniiiiiiiiiiiiiiie i 148, 6 147, 4 133,2 165.9 138.8 141. 8 138.3
FOOIWEAN . ...o\virvieiienniiennrnnens N 147. 1 142.5 147, 6 161, 1 139.9 148.2 154.0
TransPOrtation. . .. u ittt s it et iineresrtnaneosnsnnoan 161.3 160.5 170.3 162.7 163.7 146, 6 162.9
Private . ...t et ieaes 161.3 167.8 170. 6 160. 1 165.5 151. 3 162.9
Public ...... ... i e Ceeeaas 159.5 113.0 166.2 193, 5 133.6 120. 0 163. 4
Health and recreation ..............c.iiiiiiiininnannn..n 157.9 174.7 163.2 160. 6 156. 6 155.7 168, 4
Medicalcare. ......cciiiiiiii it i iiiiiiiinii s 168. 3 201.2 177.1 182.7 178.5 175, 0 197.6
Personalcare . ..........ovuneenennnesssncoasnanssnoas 163.5 174, 8 165.3 163.5 152.3 160. 4 156, 2
Reading and recreation ............covvvinsonacnosaasns 149.5 155, 0 154, 7 151. 8 143, 7 147.9 147, 0
Other goods and Services .. ........ovvvveaneereoneernnns 152.4 165. 6 149, 3 148.9 147.3 143.8 170.3
Percent changes, 1975-76
Allitems ... ..ol it e i 5.4 5.0 6.0 6.4 6.2 5.6 5.9
OO .t 2.9 5.7 2.6 4.7 3.0 3.2 3.2
Foodathome .........coiiiiiiiiiiiiieinnniinnnnenes 2.4 5.5 1.1 4.0 -1 1.4 1.4
Cereals and bakery products .. .....ovvvvrinnenerennnnns -3.6 .4 -2.0 -2.2 -4,1 -3.5 -1.8
Meats, poultry, andfish....... ... viiiiniiiinines 1.4 2.6 -4 4,2 -1.0 1.3 -1.8
Dairy products. . ...ooovvei it e s 10.7 12.5 6.9 12. 6 4.3 5.5 10. 1
Fruitsandvegetables . . ........c.oviiinnnrennerrnnnnes 2.8 4,6 .7 3.1 .2 .4 2.1
Other food 8t hOMe . ... v v iie e cveiaarernrnaenens 1.9 9.6 1.8 2.2 1.0 2.4 2.9
Food away fromhome .............oovinuinernineenns 6.0 7.2 7.5 8.3 11.7 9.5 7.7
HOUSING . ..o v it ittt i it ittt i it i in e snns 5.3 4.5 7.8 7.0 7.5 5.9 7.2 .
E T O 3.7 2.3 6.4 6.3 8.6 5.8 7.0
Rent, residential ........cvoueiriiinerinrnrnennneins 6.0 5.7 5.8 5.3 6.5 7.9 6.2
Homeownership. . ..........coviininininnnnnnannns 3,2 1.8 6.5 6.5 9.2 5.5 7.3
Fuel andutilities ...ttt 9.6 11.8 18.3 11. 8 3.6 5.2 7.3
Fueloilandcoal ........ciiniiiniiiiiiniiiinneienn. 6.2 - - 9.2 - 7.0 7.9
GasandelectriCity . .. ov it it i i e 8.9 12.2 30.8 15.7 5.3 4.6 5.4
Household furnishings and operation . ..........cocouuvin.n 5.3 7.5 5.9 5.7 5.8 6.5 7.5
Apparel and upkeep. . ... . ittt e it e 4,8 2,3 3.0 6.1 2.7 5.7 3.1
Men'sand boys . .. ... ... iiir it 11.2 3.4 1.4 3.2 3.4 1.5 2.2
Women'sand girls’ . ......cooo ittt .1 .1 .8 10. 0 1.1 9.1 2.9
Footwear . . ... . ..ottt 5.1 2.3 4,2 4,1 .3 6.1 2.6
Transportation ..........c.couovevennoreenn P N 9.4 4.6 8.8 7.3 7.1 7.6 7.2
Private . . ..ot e i e e 10,1 10. 2 9.1 8.8 7.1 8.1 7.3
PUbliC. .. oo e e s 2.4 -30.3 4,1 -5.7 7.7 4.9 6.7
Health and recreation. . . .....vvv et ieinnereneneenennsnas 5.5 6.8 6.3 6.8 7.3 6.5 7.3
Medicalcare. . ...ttt it i i 8.4 9.9 8.8 11.7 10,5 10,4 10. 1
Personalcare ..........coiviiiiiiiiiii i i 7.1 8.2 4,9 5.1 5.3 8.8 6.1
Readingandrecreation . ...............c.ceuuiieenonnnns 3.0 3.7 6.4 4,6 5.7 4.2 4.4
Other goods and Services .. ..........vveiinineeenannnnn 3.7 5.1 2.6 4.9 5.7 3.7 8.1
! See footnote 1, table 5. * February 1985=100,

2 November 1963=100.
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Table 8. CPi—food groups, selected areas

(C price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, 1967=100)
Food at home
Cereals Othe Food
) Total Meats, . Fruits r away
Area food Total and poultry, Dairy and foods from
bakery and fish products | yeperables at home
products home
Indexes, Fébruarv 1977
US.cityaverage ...............couunvenen. 187.7 186.2 180.0 174, 7 171.1 194. 7 213.0 193, 6
Atlanta ............ i 192,0 192, 2 189.7 177.2 186. 5 201.1 206.9 191.1
Baltimore ............ .ottt 191. 6 190, 3 175, 1 180, 2 180.9 201. 4 221.1 196. 7
BOSION .. ... e 186.8 184. 6 182,2 175, 4 164,3 : 194.5 211,11 194, 7
Buffalo............. ..o 186.3 184.9 179. 6 171,7 170,2 198.8 208.8 194.4
Chicago .....oivviii it aes 184.8 183.2 179.5 174, 7 162.8 194, 8 210,2 191.1
Cincinnati .......... N 193.1 195.9 193, 1 182.5 177.0 201.4 228,0 182. 6
Cleveland .............cccoiveiiiinnn, 193, 4 193, 4 190.9 178.2 182, 4 188. 1 230.7 194,5
Dallas .......covvviniiiniiiiiiiin, 187.4 183.5 178. 4 167, 3 167, 0 192. 6 210.5 201.9
Detroit ..ottt 181.7 179.3 187, 1 169.0 170.7 170. 1 206. 6 192.3
Honolulu .......... ...l 188.3 184, 2 173,2 182.5 183, 1 189.0 193, 4 200.1
Houston .........ccooiiiiiii i, 194, 6 189. 3 178.0 180.9 182, 1 200, 1 204.9 213,2
KansasCity ..........ouviinininnnnnennnn. 187.0 184, 7 181, 7 | 172.7 177.0 176.8 213.8 194. 5
Los Angeles—LongBeach ................. 180, 4 179, 4 181.3 173.8 155, 4 178.3 204.5 183.2
Milwaukee . ...........i i 186, 7 185, 0 179. 8 176, 2 176.7 191.3 203.7 193.0
Minneapolis—St. Paul ..................... 190.5 184.5 186.5 173.6 181.1 179.0 203.3 217.0
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J . .................. 191.9 193.0 181.2 175, 4 174.4 218.1 226.0 188.9
Philadelphia .............. ... ...l 194.3 191, 4 191.0 180.9 172.1 200.8 218.6 206.7
Pittsburgh .......... et e, 187.8 184. 6 183.7 177.8 159.1 193.3 208.0 207.0
StLOUIS ...ttt e 186. 8 186, 2 186.3 168, 0 176. 4 193.8 215,5 189.7
SaN DGO . vt i e e 185,2 176.7 172.1 174.3 159.5 176.3 197, 0 206, 4
San Francisco—Qakland ................... 180. 6 183.3 176.5 178.1 161, 4 181.8 214, 3 171.2
Seattle .........oiiiiiiii i 182,2 181, 1 174, 3 176, 2 166.9 174. 8 207.9 185.5
Washington ............... . .oiivinen, 194, 7 190. 8 192. 6 169, 6 162.9 204.3 230,3 204. 6
Percent changes, January 1977 to February 1977
US. Cityaverage .........covvvvnvnneonnns 2.3 2.8 0.1 1.4 -0.1 9.6 3.3 0.7
Atlanta ... 2.5 2.9 -7 3.3 0 11.0 1.6 1.2
Baltimore .............. ... ... oot 3.2 4,2 1.3 1.9 .6 11.6 5.6 0
Boston ... i i i e 2.2 2,7 .2 1.3 .1 9.6 3.1 .5
Buffalo .............ciiiiii 3.0 3.5 -1.9 1.8 .4 13,0 4,2 .7
Chicago . ... vviiiiiniiii e 2.0 2.3 .6 .9 -.4 10.7 1.8 .6
Cincinnati ... e 3,0 3.7 ~.8 2.2 .3 9.5 5.2 .4
Cleveland ................... e 1.0 1.1 -.8 .3 -2.0 6.2 1.9 1.1
Dallas ....oovvinniiiienini i, 3.3 3.7 1.2 1.5 .6 11.4 4.4 1.9
Detroit .....ooviviiniiiiiiiiiiiinnnanes 1.8 2.2 -2.9 2.9 7.2 2.4 .2
Honolulu ..........ooiviionoi e, 1.6 1.8 1.1 1.0 -1 4,3 2.5 1.1
Houston. . ...covviiiiini i 2.0 2.4 .5 .9 .2 5.6 4,5 .8
Kansas City ......ovvnenineesnnunnennens 2.4 2.9 .5 3.6 -.4 5.7 3.6 1.2
Los Angeles—tongBeach .................. 1.2 1.4 .6 .8 -1.6 3.5 3.1 .6
Milwaukee . ... 2,2 2,1 1.4 .7 -. 4 5.1 4.2 (%)
Minneapolis—St. Paul ..................... 1.1 1.3 -.4 1.1 -.5 4,3 1.7 .5
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J ................... 2.2 2.9 -.5 1.2 -2 10.3 3.8 .2
Philadelphtia ............cooiiiiine, 2.8 3.3 .9 2.0 -1 10.5 3.9 1.0
Pittsburgh .........oo i 2.9 3.3 2.1 1.4 .1 8.6 4.6 .9
SLLOUIS o oo ittt e 2.1 2.4 .5 1.6 .7 7.0 2.1 1,0
SaNDIego ... .7 .8 .8 -.2 -1.7 2.7 2.7 (?)
San Francisco—Oakland ................... 1.6 2.0 1.3 1.0 -1.0 4.2 4.1 .1
Seattle . .....uciiii it e 1.8 1.6 -.8 -.2 -.6 6.5 3.2 2.4
Washington . ..........oviiiiiaianninnann 2.5 3.2 3.9 2.1 .6 7.9 2.4 .9
! See footnote 1, table 5. 2 Not available.
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Table 9. CPl—gasoline indexes, U.S. city average and selected areas

(Consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, January 1976=100)

Leaded regular gasoline

Unleaded regular gasoline

Premium gasoline

|Percent change! Percent change Percent change

Area ! index to February index to February Index tto February

1977 from— 1977 from— 1977 from—
January February January January | February January January February | January

1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977

US.cityaverage ............... 102.8 103.9 1.1 103.7 105.2 1.4 103.2 104, 3 1.1
Atlanta ............. ... ... 101. 6 103, 0 1.4 104, 3 105.5 1,2 103,2 104, 0 .8
Baltimore.........coouvrvun.. 101.5 102.9 1.4 101.9 104, 5 2.6 101.4 103, 1 1.7
BOSEON .o vt e v ve e et 101.9 102.9 1.0 104.5 106. 7 2.1 102, 9 104. 2 1.3
Buffalo. ... 101. 4 ' 103,0 1.6 101.9 103.2 1.3 101.8 102. 4 .6
Chicago ................... ... 103.5 ; 104.5 1.0 104, 7 105.9 1.1 104.5 105, 3 .8
Cincinnati ....... oo, 102.1 I 103.1 1.0, 103.4 105, 7 2,2 102,2 103, 1 .9
Cleveland ..................... 100.8 {1012 .4 102, 5 104, 7 2.1 101, 7 102.1 .4
Dallas. . ....covveviniinnne. o, 104. 1 105, 4 1.2 104, 2 105, 7 1.4 104.1 105.2 1.1
Detroit....................... 102, 0 103,5 1.5 104, 6 106.0 1.3 103, 6 104, 1 .5
Honmolulu ............... ... 102.5 102, 6 .1 102. 6 102.9 .3 102.2 102, 4 .2
Houstonm.................0o v 103.0 105. 6 2,5 103.9 106, 6 2.6 102, 8 104.7 1.8
Kansas City .........covuvnnnnenn 103.8 105, 3 1.4 105, 0 106, 8 1.7 103.7 104.9 1.2
Los Angeles—Long Beach......... 104, 9 106. 8 1.8 104.9 106, 4 1.4 104, 0 105.3 1.3
Milwaukee .................00 103, 8 104, 6 .8 105, 4 106.9 1.4 103.8 104, 2 .4
Minneapolis—St. Paul............ 103, 3 103,4 .1 105,7 106, 1 .4 104, 3 104, 8 .5
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J .......... 101.1 101, 8 .7 103. 6 104, 5 .9 101, 7 103.1 1.4
Philadelphia................... 100.3 103. 6 3.3 102.9 105.9 2.9 102, 7 104. 4 1.7
Pittsburgh ............ ... ..., 102.3 104. 4 2.1 103, 7 106.3 2.5 103.3 105.7 2.3
St.louis ....ooiiiiiiiiiiinn, 104, 0 105, 4 1.3 104, 1 106, 2 2,0 103,5 104.9 1.4
SanDiego ........c.iiiiiiinn, 102.8 104,3 1.5 104, 3 105.8 1.4 103, 3 104, 6 1.3
San Francisco—Oakland.......... 104, 5 105.1 .6 104,2 104, 9 .7 103.4 104, 1 .7
Seattle ............ovoiiiiunn, 104, 4 105, 6 1.1 104, 1 105, 6 1.4 103, 7 105. 4 1.6
Washington ................... 102.3 104, 0 1.7 104, 8 106. 4 1.5 103.4 105,1 1.6

! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the corresponding Standard Metro-
politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more

Table 10. CPl—gasoline average prices, U.S. city average and selected areas

{Cc

earners and clerical workers)

extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those established
for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.

price index for urban wage

Leaded regular gasoline

Unleaded regular gasoline

Premium gasoline

Area! Average price per gallon
December | January February | December | January | February | December | January | February
1976 1977 1977 1976 1977 1977 1976 1977 1977
US.cityaverage ............... $0,600 $0. 600 $0.607 $0, 626 $0.627 $0,637 $0, 648 $0. 649 $0, 656
Atlanta. ...l .582 .586 .594 . 625 . 627 .634 . 646 . 647 .652
Baltimore. . ... . 607 .607 | Lels . 627 . 625 .64l . 655 .653 . 664
Boston..........oviiiinunenn .597 . 597 ! . 602 . 628 . 628 . 642 . 647 . 647 . 655
Buffalo............ ...t . 607 . 602 .612 . 631 . 629 . 637 . 655 . 652 . 656
Chicago ...................... .619 . 620 . 626 . 662 . 661 . 669 . 672 . 671 . 676
Cincinnati .................... .585 .587 .593 .612 . 612 . 626 . 635 . 636 . 642
Cleveland . .......... ...... ... .592 .590 .592 . 609 . 609 . 622 . 637 . 639 . 641
Dallas. .....ooiviiiiniant, . 557 .560 .567 .579 .579 . 587 . 600 . 603 . 609
Detroit.......ovvvveivnn.., .591 .591 . 600 . 629 . 632 . 640 . 652 . 655 . 658
Homolulu . .......... ..ot . 702 702 . 703 .714 .714 L7116 . 743 . 743 . 744
Houston...................... .544 .543 . 557 . 568 . 567 .582 .593 .592 . 603
Kansas City «...oovivinnnnn.n, .575 .575 .583 .598 .598 . 608 . 622 .621 . 628
Los Angeles—Long Beach......... . 609 .612 . 623 . 638 . 641 . 650 . 649 . 652 . 660
Milwaukee .. ............. ..., . 564 . 565 . 569 . 594 .596 . 605 . 615 . 615 .618
Minneapolis~St. Paul............ ! .594 .594 .594 .625 ! . 625 . 627 . 655 . 660 . 664
N.Y.—Northeastern N.J ., . ........ ! . 604 . 604 . 608 . 636 | . 637 . 642 . 660 . 660 . 669
Philadelphia . .................. . 587 .585 . 604 . 630 | . 630 . 648 . 658 . 658 . 669
Pittsburgh. . ................... .595 .594 . 606 622 . 624 . 640 . 645 . 645 . 660
St.louis ......oiiiiiiia .594 .590 | .598 .612 l . 606 .618 . 638 . 636 . 644
SanDiego..........oviiininn.. . 620 . 620 . 629 . 655 | . 655 . 665 L. 671 . 671 . 680
San Francisco—Oakland. . ........ . 640 . 641 | . 645 .657 . 659 . 663 . 680 . 682 . 686
Seattle ...t .598 .599 . 606 . 617 . 618 . 627 . 641 . 641 . 652
Washington ................. . 614 . 615 . 626 . 655 . 657 . 667 . 676 . 678 . 689

! Area coverage includes the urban portion of the correspanding Standard Metro-

politan Statistical Area (SMSA) except for New York and Chicago where the more for the 1960 Census and do not include revisions made since 1960.
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extensive Standard Consolidated Areas are used. Area definitions are those established



Appendix. Technical Notes

Brief Explanation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average
changes in prices of goods and services usually bought
by urban wage earners and clerical workers. It is based
on prices of about 400 items which were selected to rep-
resent the movement of prices of all goods and services
purchased by wage earners and clerical workers. Prices
for these items are obtained in urban portions of 39
major statistical areas and 17 smaller cities, which were
chosen to represent all urban places in the United States.
They are collected from about 18,000 establishments—
grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling stations,
and other types of stores and service establishments.

Prices of food, fuels, and a few other items are
obtained every month in all 56 locations. Prices of most
other commodities and scrvices are collected every month
in the five largest areas and every 3 months in other
areas. Prices of most goods and services are obtained by

personal visits of the Bureau’s trained representatives.
Mail questionnaires are used to obtain local transit fares,
public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices, and
certain other items.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various
items in each location are averaged together with weights
which represent their importance in the spending of all
wage earners and clerical workers. Local data are then
combined to obtain a U.S. city average. Separate indexes
are also published for 23 areas.

The index measures price changes from a designated
reference date—1967—which equals 100.0. An increase
of 22 percent, for example, is shown as 122.0. This
change can also be expressed in dollars as follows: -The
price of a base period “market basket” of goods and
services bought by urban wage earners and clerical workers
has risen from $10 in 1967 to $12.20.

A Note About Calculating Index Changes

Movements of the indexes from one month to another
are usually expressed as percent changes rather than
changes in index points because index point changes are
affected by the level of the index in relation to its base
period while percent changes are not. The example in the
accompanying box illustrates the computation of index
point and percent changes.

Seasonally adjusted percent changes in the U.S. All
ltems Index are based on seasonal adjustment factors
and seasonally adjusted indexes carried to two decimal
places. This procedure helps to eliminate rounding error
in the percent changes.

Percent changes for 3-month and 6-month periods
are expressed as annual rates and are computed accord-
ing to the standard formula for compound growth rates.
These data indicate what the percent change would be
if the current rate were maintained for a 12-month

period. BLS does not publish annual rates based on
data for 1 month.

Index Point Change

CPiI 1238
Less previous index 123.2
Equals index point change: 0.6

Percent Change

Index point difference, 0.6
Divided by the previous index, 123.2
Equals, 0.005
Results multiplied by one hundred 0.005x100
Equals percent change: 0.5

A Note on Seasonally Adjusted and Unadjusted Data

Because price data are used for different purposes by
different groups, the Bureau of Labor Statistics publishes
seasonally adjusted as well as unadjusted changes each
month.

For analyzing general price trends in the economy,
seasonally adjusted changes are usually preferred, since
they eliminate the effect of changes that normally occur
at the same time and in about the same magnitude every
year—such as price movements resulting from changing

climatic conditions, production cycles, model change-
overs, holidays, and sales.

The unadjusted data are of primary interest to con-
sumers concerned about the prices they actually pay.
Unadjusted data are also used extensively for escalation
purposes. Many collective bargaining contract agreements
and pension plans, for example, tie compensation changes
to the Consumer Price Index unadjusted for seasonal
variation.
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Reliability of Percent Changes in the CPI

A system of “replicated” samples introduced into the
index structure in the 1964 revision permits an estimate of
sampling error for the CPI. ' The table below shows
standard errors for monthly, quarterly, and annual percent

Average standard errors of percent changes in the
CP1 based on 1976 data

Standard error
Component Monthly Quarterly Annual
change change change
Allitems ............. .04 .05 10
Foodathome ......... 10 1 22
Food away from home .. .08 14 31
Housing .............. .06 10 .18
Apparel and upkeep. . . .. 15 27 .25
Transportation......... .07 12 .20
Medicalcare........... 14 19 27
Personalcare .......... 16 .26 .64
Reading and recreation . . .09 .16 33
Other goods and

Services . ............ A1 A2 18
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changes in the CPI for all items and for nine commodity
groupings based on 1975 averages. The figures may be
interpreted as follows: The chances are about 95 out of
100 that the percent change in the CPI as computed differs
from the corresponding “complete coverage™ change by
less than twice the standard error.

Because the CPI is rounded to one decimal place, some
ambiguity may arise in interpreting small index changes.
As the table indicates, for example, a month-to-month
change of 0.1 percent in the all items CPI is significant.
Because of rounding, however, a change of this size in the
published index might result from a much smaller change in
the unrounded value. Hence, any particular change of 0.1
percent may or may not be significant. On the other hand,
a published change of 0.2 percent for a 1-month period
is always significant.

This replaces the table of average errors based on 1975
data which was included in the CPI report through
December 1976.

' The method of deriving these estimates is described in a

paper by Marvin Wilkerson, ‘“Measurement of Sampling Error
in the Consumer Price Index,” Journal of the American Statistical
Association, September 1967.
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Region |
1603 JFK Federal Building
Government Center
Boston, Mass. 02203

Phone: (617) 223-6761

Reglon il
Suite 3400
1515 Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10036
Phone: (212) 399-5405

Regilon il
3535 Market Street
P.O. Box 13309
Philadelphia, Pa. 19101
Phone: (215) 596-1154

Region IV
1371 Peachtree Street, NE.
Atlanta, Ga. 30309
Phone: (404) 8814418

Region V
Oth Floor
Federal Office Building
230 S. Dearborn Street
Chicago, Ill. 60604
Phone: (312) 353-1880

Region VI
Second Floor
555 Griffin Square Building
Dalias, Tex. 75202
Phone: (214) 749-3516

Regions Vil and VHI*
911 Walinut Street
Kansas City, Mo. 64106
Phone: (816) 374-2481

Regions IX and X**
450 Golden Gate Avenue
Box 36017
San Francisco, Calif. 94102
Phone: {415) 556-4678

*Regions Vil and Vil are serviced by Kansas City
**Regions IX and X are serviced by San Francisco





