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Price Movements 
October 1972 

The Consumer Price Index rose 0.3 percent in October was due to the regular annual adjustment to the health 
to 126.6 of its 1967 base. Over a third of the rise was insurance component of the index. 
due to higher prices for apparel. Increases for used cars, Comparative seasonally adjusted annual rates of change 
health insurance, and property taxes also contributed to i n t h e C P I b e f o r e a n d d u r i n E t h e Economic Stabilization 
the rise. The effects of these increases were moderated P r o 8 r a m & a t b e S a n i n A u g u s t 1 9 7 1 a r e a s f o l l°ws: 
somewhat by lower prices for beef, some fresh fruits and 

J f _ . 1971 before 3 months, 
vegetables, and gasoline. The October index was 3.4 per- P h a s e , P h a s e , 
cent higher than it was a year ago. (December 1 9 7 0 - (August 1 9 7 1 -

After seasonal adjustment, the October increase was August 1971) November 1971) 

also 0.3 percent. In the 6-month period ending in Al i i t e m s 3 8 1 g 

October, the CPI rose at a seasonally adjusted annual Food 5.0 1.7 

rate of 3.7 percent. Prices in the last 3 months of the Commodities less 

period rose at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 4.1 _ f o o d 2 9 0 
r , ^ / ~ Services 4.5 3.1 
percent compared with 3.3 percent in the first 3 months. 
In October, the food index rose 0 . 2 percent after sea- 11 months, 14 months, 

sonal adjustment, down from 0.6 percent in September P h a s e " Phases I and II 
and 0.5 percent in August. After seasonal adjustment, (November 1 9 7 1 - (August 1 9 7 1 -
. u / , . , j i . ji r\ t I October 1972) October 1972) 
the nonfood commodities index declined 0.1 percent 
following increases of 0.4 percent in September and 0.3 A n , t e m s 3 , 5 3 , 2 

percent in August. The services index rose 0.4 percent Commodities less * ? 4 ° 

in October, more than the 0.2-percent increase in each f o o d 2.6 2.0 
of the 2 preceding months; the faster rate of increase Services 3.6 3.5 

Table A. Percent changes in CPI and components, selected periods 

Month 

Changes from preceding month 
Changes in all items 

at seasonally adjusted 
compound annual rates 

Month All items Food 
Commodities 

less food 
Serv-
ices From 

3 mos. 
ago 

From 
6 mos. 

ago 

From 
12 mos. 

ago 

Month 

Unad-
justed 

Seasonally 
adjusted 

Unad-
justed 

Seasonally 
adjusted 

Unad-
justed 

Seasonally 
adjusted 

Unad-
justed 

From 
3 mos. 

ago 

From 
6 mos. 

ago 

From 
12 mos. 

ago 

October 1971 0-2 0.2 -0.2 -0.1 0.5 0 0.1 2.6 3.7 3.6 
November .2 .2 .1 .8 .1 0 .3 1.9 3.0 3.5 
December .4 .3 1.1 .6 0 .2 .3 2.6 2.8 3.4 

January 1972 .1 .3 0 -.1 -.3 .2 .6 3.2 2.9 3.4 
February .5 .6 1.6 1.8 .1 .3 .2 4.8 3.4 3.7 
March .2 0 .2 0 .3 .2 .2 3.6 3.1 3.5 
April .2 .2 0 -.1 .3 .2 .2 3.1 3.2 3.4 
May .3 .3 -.1 -.1 .6 .5 .2 2.1 3.5 3.2 
June .2 .1 .6 .2 .2 0 .3 2.2 2.9 2.9 
July .4 .4 1.0 .6 0 .3 .3 3.3 3.2 3.0 
August .2 .2 .3 .5 .1 .3 .2 2.9 2.5 2.9 
September .4 .5 .2 .6 .7 .4 .2 4.6 3.4 3.3 
October .3 .3 .1 .2 .4 -.1 .4 4.1 3.7 3.4 
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Food 

The index for food purchased in grocery stores was 
unchanged in October before seasonal adjustment; it 
usually declines slightly. Prices of fresh fruits, poultry 
and beef decreased but by less than is usual for this 
time of year. Fresh vegetable prices declined on average 
instead of rising seasonally. These declines were offset 
by sharp, contraseasonal advances in pork prices and a 
contraseasonal price rise for sugar. Prices increased for 
some other foods such as coffee, dairy products, and 
eggs. The index for food away from home—restaurant 
meals and snacks—rose 0.2 percent, the smallest increase 
in 8 months. 

Commodities less food 

The index for nonfood commodities rose 0.4 percent 
before seasonal adjustment, slightly less than usual for 
October. Almost three-fourths of the rise was due to 
a sharper than usual increase in apparel prices. 

Prices of apparel commodities rose more than usual 
mainly as a result of sharp increases for winter items 
priced for the first time this season in several cities. In 
addition to increases in the winter seasonal items, year-
round items, particularly men's year-round suits and 
women's year-round dresses, increased sharply. These in-
creases were due, in part, to higher wholesale prices for 
fabric and finished apparel products that retailers passed 
on in the face of strong demand. Footwear prices also 
rose more than is usual in October. Higher wholesale 
prices and the cessation of sales were mainly responsible 
for the rise. 

The increase in the new car index, which reflects the 
introduction of 1973 models into the CPI, was substan-
tially less than usual for October and the smallest 
September to October increase since 1957. One factor 
that influenced the small price in October was the fact 
that the auto companies were required to make ex-
tensive changes to meet Federal safety and environmental 
requirements, which resulted in large quality improve-
ment allowances. Some quality improvements postponed 
duringlast year's price freeze were made on 1973 models, 
contributing to the quality allowance. Also important 
was the fact that the large price increases that normally 
occur at new model introduction were not approved by 
the Price Commission. Used car prices advanced sharply 
for the second consecutive month. Prices also rose for 
most household durables, home maintenance and re-
pair commodities and books. 

Services 
The index for consumer services rose 0.4 percent in 

October. About 30 percent of the rise was due to the 

regular annual adjustment the health component of 
the index. The adjustment resulted in an acceleration in 
the rate of increase for the medical care services index to 
0.7 percent in October from 0.2 percent in September. 
Physicians' and dentists' fees and hospital charges con-
tinued to increase at a slower rate than they did earlier 
this year. Increases for semiprivate rooms continued to 
decelerate, but charges for operating rooms accelerated. 
Property taxes, charges for residential gas, most apparel 
services, and men's haircuts increased more than in 
September, but charges for auto insurance continued to 
decline and movie admission prices were lower. 

Diffusion of individual price changes 

Approximately 120,000 individual prices were col-
lected directly by the Bureau of Labor Statistics in 
October for use in the index. Approximately 80 percent 
of these quotations represent monthly comparisons. As 
can be seen from table B, 74 percent of these monthly 
comparisons remained unchanged, 11 percent decreased, 
and 15 percent increased between September and 
October. The proportion of nonfood commodity prices 
increasing was less than in September and about the 
same as in August. The October index also includes 
23,000 price comparisons to October from periods before 
September, of which 18,500 cover the quarterly span 
from July to October. About 15 percent of these in-
creased, compared with about 16 percent in last 
month's index. In addition, about 4,500 rental units 
were surveyed in October and about 21 percent of these 
reported rent increases from April. (See table B.) 

Introduction of additional series on food prices 

Effective with next month's release of the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI), for November 1972, the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics will initiate monthly publications of two 
additional index series. The additional series, entitled (1) 
domestically produced farm foods and (2) selected beef 
cuts, will be derived from existing index data and pub-
lished monthly in table 1 of the CPI press release and 
detailed report. 

As well as being published by BLS, the new series 
will be used by the Economic Research Service of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture in its monthly report, 
Price Spreads for Farm Foods and in the Marketing and 
Transportation Situation. The new BLS series on domes-
tically produced farm foods will serve as the basis for 
estimating changes in the retail value of U.S. farm foods 
in these publications. The series for domestically prod-
uced farm foods will be calculated by excluding the 
following items from the food-at-home component of 
the CPI: fish, nonalcoholic beverages, bananas, chocolate 
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candy bars, chocolate syru^ and about half of the index 
weight for sugar. These exclusions are items which are 
not produced on U.S. farms or items that contain 
ingredients not produced domestically. The new series 
for selected beef cuts will be calculated by excluding 

veal cutlets an jeef liver from the CPI for beef and 
veal. The new indexes will be on the current standard 
reference base, 1967=100. Data for the new series 
covering the period from November 1971 will be pub-
lished in the release for November 1972. 

Table B. Percent distribution of monthly price comparisons,1 January—October 1972 

January February March April May June July August September 
Groups to to to to to to to to to 

February March April May June July August September October 

All items 2 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Increases 22 15 14 13 15 18 16 15 15 
Decreases 8 10 12 12 11 10 11 10 11 
No change 70 75 74 75 74 72 73 75 74 

Food at home 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Increases 24 16 15 14 17 20 18 16 17 
Decreases 9 12 13 13 12 11 13 12 12 
No change 67 72 72 73 71 69 69 72 71 

Commodities less food 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Increases 8 10 7 8 6 8 8 11 7 
Decreases 7 5 7 6 7 7 6 5 6 
No change 85 85 86 86 87 85 86 84 88 

Services 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Increases 8 3 6 7 5 4 3 4 4 
Decreases 3 1 4 5 3 3 3 2 5 
No change 89 96 90 8 8 9 2 93 94 94 91 

Regulations of the Economic Stabilization Program permit certain types of increases, but it is not possible to determine 
whether allowable increases accounted for all increases shown in the table. 

2 
Based on approximately 98 ,000 individual quotations. 
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Chart 1. All items index and its rate of change, 1963-72 
(1967=100) 

CPI ALL ITEMS INDEX 
(NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED) 

PERCENT CHANGE OVER 1-MONTH SPAN 
(SEASONALLY ADJUSTED) 

PERCENT CHANGE OVER 3 -MONTH SPAN 
(ANNUAL R A T E , SEASONALLY ADJUSTEO) 

PERCENT CHANGE OVER 6 -MONTH SPAN 
(ANNUAL R A T E . SEASONALLY ADJUSTEO) 
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1/ C o m p u t e d f r o m t h e u n a d j u s t e d s e r i e s . 

U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F L A B O R 

B U R E A U O F L A B O R S T A T I S T I C S 
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Chart 2. Total food index and its rate of change, 1963-72 

(1967=100) 

C P I TOTAL FOOD I N D E X 
(SEASONALLY ADJUSTED) 

PERCENT CHANGE OVER 1 -MONTH SPAN 
(SEASONALLY ADJUSTED) 

PERCENT CHANGE OVER 3 -MONTH SPAN 
(ANNUAL R A T E . SEASONALLY ADJUSTED) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 
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Chart 3. Commodities less food index and its rate of change, 1963-72 
(1967=100) 
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Chart 4. Se r ices index and its rate of change, 1963-72 
(1967=100) 
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T a b l e 1. C o n s u m e r P r i c e I n d e x — U n i t e d S t a t e s c i ty a v e r a g e f o r urban w a g e e a r n e r s and c l e r i c a l w o r k e r s , by c o m m o d i t y and s e r v i c e g r o u p s , and 
e x p e n d i t u r e c l a s s e s 

R e l a t i v e U n a d j u s t e d i n d e x e s U n a d j u s t e d S e a s o n a l l y a d j u s t e d 
i m p o r t a n c e 1967=100 u n l e s s p e r c e n t change to p e r c e n t c h a n g e f r o m 

G r o u p s D e c e m b e r o t h e r w i s e noted O c t o b e r 1972 f r o m — p r e v i o u s m o n t h 
G r o u p s 

O c t o b e r S e p t e m b e r S e p t e m b e r O c t o b e r S e p t e m b e r 
to 

A u g u s t 
to 

July 
to 

1972 1972 1972 1971 O c t o b e r S e p t e m b e r Augus t 

C o m m o d i t y and s e r v i c e g r o u p s 

A l l i t e m s 100. 00 126. 6 126. 2 0. 3 3 . 4 0. 3 0. 5 0. 2 
A l l i t e m s ( 1 9 5 7 - 5 9 = 1 0 0 ) - 147. 2 146. 8 - " " 

C o m m o d i t i e s 62. 59 122. 3 122. 0 . 2 3. 3 . 1 . 7 . 2 

F o o d 22. 19 124. 9 124. 8 . 1 5 . 0 . 2 . 6 . 5 
F o o d a t h o m e 17. 23 122. 8 1 2 2 . 8 0 5. 3 . 1 . 7 . 3 

C e r e a l s and b a k e r y p r o d u c t s 2. 28 144. 6 114. 6 0 . 3 0 . 2 0 
M e a t s , p o u l t r y , and f i s h 5 . 6 4 1 3 1 . 3 130. 9 . 3 10. 9 1. 3 . 2 . 2 
D a i r y p r o d u c t s 2 . 7 2 117. 1 116. 9 . 2 . 9 . 2 . 3 2 
F r u i t s and v e g e t a b l e s 3. 03 124. 5 125. 7 - 1 . 0 7. 7 . 7 2. 1 2. 3 
O t h e r f o o d s a t h o m e 3. 56 118. 0 117. 6 . 3 1. 5 . 1 . 9 - . 7 

F o o d a w a y f r o m h o m e 4 . 96 132. 8 132. 5 . 2 3 . 8 . 1 . 5 . 4 

C o m m o d i t i e s l e s s f o o d 4 0 . 4 0 1 2 0 . 8 120. 3 . 4 2 . 4 - . 1 . 4 . 3 

N o n d u r a b l e s l e s s f ood 23. 63 121. 3 120. 8 . 4 2. 2 . 1 . 6 . 2 
A p p a r e l c o m m o d i t i e s 1 9. 03 124. 9 123. 5 1. 1 2. 4 . 6 . 8 - . 1 

M e n 1 s and b o y s ' 2 . 8 2 123. 8 122. 5 1. 1 1 . 6 . 4 1. 0 0 
W o m e n ' s and g i r l s ' 4 . 02 1 2 5 . 9 123. 9 1. 6 2. 6 . 7 1. 1 - . 2 
F o o t w e a r 1. 57 126. 5 125. 7 . 6 3. 1 . 4 . 2 . 2 

N o n d u r a b l e s l e s s food and a p p a r e l 14. 60 119. 3 119. 3 0 2. 1 - . 1 . 6 . 3 
G a s o l i n e and m o t o r o i l 2 . 9 2 111. 2 1 1 1 . 5 - . 3 1 . 4 - . 7 1 . 9 1. 0 
T o b a c c o p r o d u c t s 2. 09 134. 3 1 3 4 . 2 . 1 4 . 2 *. 1 1 * . 1 
A l c o h o l i c b e v e r a g e s 2. 50 120. 3 1 2 0 . 2 . 1 2. 0 *. 1 * . 3 * . 3 
F u e l o i l and c o a l . 67 118. 1 1 1 8 . 0 . 1 . 3 - . 1 0 . 2 
O t h e r n o n d u r a b l e s 6 . 4 2 118. 5 1 1 8 . 3 . 2 2. 2 . 3 . 3 . 1 

D u r a b l e s c o m m o d i t i e s 16. 77 120. 1 1 1 9 . 8 . 3 2. 6 - . 4 . 5 . 3 
H o u s e h o l d d u r a b l e s 4 . 83 1 1 5 . 8 1 1 5 . 6 . 2 1 . 9 . 1 . 3 . 2 
N e w c a r s 2. 12 110. 1 1 0 9 . 6 . 5 . 9 - 3 . 9 . 3 . 5 
U s e d c a r s 1. 98 115. 2 1 1 3 . 6 1 . 4 3. 1 • 1 . 4 • 1 . 1 * - . 3 
O t h e r d u r a b l e s 7. 84 127. 4 1 2 7 . 5 1 3. 1 - . 2 - . 1 . 3 

S e r v i c e s 3 7 . 4 1 134. 6 134. 1 . 4 3 . 6 • . 4 * . 2 * . 2 
Kent 5. 05 120. 3 1 1 9 . 9 . 3 3 . 4 * . 3 * , 3 • . 3 
S e r v i c e s l e s s r e n t 32. 36 137. 2 1 3 6 . 7 . 4 3. 6 * . 4 * . 2 * . 2 

H o u s e h o l d s e r v i c e s l e s s rent 15. 36 140. 7 1 4 0 . 3 . 3 4 . 5 . 4 . 2 . 1 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e r v i c e s 5. 57 136. 2 1 3 6 . 3 - . 1 1 . 7 - . 1 . 2 . 4 
M e d i c a l c a r e s e r v i c e s 5. 55 139. 9 138. 9 . 7 3. 9 1. 3 . 1 . 1 
O t h e r s e r v i c e s 5. 88 127. 0 126. 7 . 2 2 . 6 . 2 . 5 . 2 

S p e c i a l i n d e x e s : 
A l l i t e m 8 l e s s f o o d 77. 81 127. 1 126. 7 . 3 2. 9 . 1 . 4 . 2 
Nondurab le c o m m o d i t i e s 45 . 82 123. 1 122. 8 . 2 3 . 6 . 2 . 7 . 2 
A p p a r e l c o m m o d i t i e s l e s s f o o t w e a r 7 . 4 6 124. 6 123. 0 1 . 3 2. 2 . 7 . 8 0 
S e r v i c e s l e s s m e d i c a l c a r e s e r v i c e s 31. 86 133. 8 1 3 3 . 4 . 3 3. 6 *. 3 # . 2 * . 2 
I n s u r a n c e and f i n a n c e 9 . 85 145. 1 144. 7 . 3 3. b . 2 . 1 . 1 
U t i l i t i e s and p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 5. 51 126. 5 126. 2 . 2 4 . 3 . 5 . 5 . 1 
H o u s e k e e p i n g and h o m e m a i n t e n a n c e s e r v i c e 4 . 4 6 1 4 5 . 9 145. 6 . 2 3. 8 . 4 0 . 3 

E x p e n d i t u r e c l a s s e s 

A l l i t e m s 100. 00 126. 6 126. 2 0. 3 3 . 4 0. 3 0. 5 0. 2 

Food - - - - — 22. 19 124. 9 1 2 4 . 8 . 1 5. 0 . 2 . 6 . 5 

H o u s i n g 33. 84 1 3 0 . 4 1 3 0 . 1 . 2 3 . 6 *. 2 *. 2 * . 3 
S h e l t e r 8 21. 72 136. 0 135. 7 . 2 4 . 1 . 2 . 1 . 3 

Rent 5. 05 120. 3 1 1 9 . 9 . 3 3 . 4 *. 3 *. 3 * . 3 
H o m e o w n e r s h i p 3 16. 25 1 4 1 . 8 141. 5 . 2 4 . 5 . 2 . 1 . 3 

F u e l and u t i l i t i e s 4 . 71 120. 6 120. 3 . 2 4 . 0 . 3 . 5 0 
G a s and e l e c t r i c i t y 2 . 4 3 120. 9 120. 5 . 3 4 . 5 . 4 . 3 - . 2 

H o u s e h o l d f u r n i s h i n g s and o p e r a t i o n 7 . 4 1 121. 8 1 2 1 . 6 . 2 1 . 9 . 2 . 3 . 2 

A p p a r e l and u p k e e p •— — — 1 0 . 4 5 124. 3 123. 1 1. 0 2 . 2 . 3 . 8 . 1 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 13. 27 121. 2 1 2 1 . 0 . 2 1 . 6 - . 8 1. 1 . 5 
P r i v a t e 11. 80 1 1 8 . 8 118. 6 . 2 1 . 4 - . 9 1. 3 . 8 
P u b l i c - - - - 1 . 4 7 144. 1 144. 0 . 1 3 . 4 . 6 . 5 . 6 

Hea l th and r e c r e a t i o n 19. 87 127. 2 126. 8 . 3 3. 0 *. 3 *. 2 * 2 
M e d i c a l c a r e • 6 . 4 6 133. 9 133. 1 . 6 3. 3 1. 1 . 2 . 2 
P e r s o n a l c a r e 2. 58 120. 8 120. 5 . 2 2. 5 . 2 . 3 . 1 
R e a d i n g and r e c r e a t i o n 5. 71 1 2 4 . 0 123. 7 . 2 2 . 9 . 2 . 5 . 1 
O t h e r g o o d s and s e r v i c e s 5. 12 1 2 6 . 4 126. 2 • 2 3. 1 . 1 - . 1 . 1 

S p e c i a l i n d e x e s : 
A l l i t e m s l e s s s h e l t e r 7 8 . 2 8 124. 2 123. 8 . 3 3. 2 . 3 . 6 . 2 
A l l i t e m s l e s s m e d i c a l c a r e 93 . 54 126. 2 125. 9 . 2 3 . 4 . 2 . 5 . 2 
A l l i t e m s l e s s m o r t g a g e i n t e r e s t c o s t s 96 . 25 125. 7 1 2 5 . 4 . 2 3 . 4 . 2 . 5 . 2 

P u r c h a s i n g p o w e r of c o n s u m e r d o l l a r : 
1967=$ 1 . 0 0 - $ 0 . 790 $ 0 . 792 - . 3 - 3 . 2 - - -
1 9 5 7 - 5 9 = $ 1 . 0 0 . 6 7 9 . 681 

1 A l s o i n c l u d e s i n f a n t s ' w e a r , s e w i n g m a t e r i a l s , and j e w e l r y not s h o w n s e p a r a t e l y . 
z A l s o i n c l u d e s h o t e l and m o t e l r a t e s not s h o w n s e p a r a t e l y . 
3 I n c l u d e s h o m e p u r c h a s e , m o r t g a g e i n t e r e s t , t a x e s , i n s u r a n c e , and m a i n t e n a n c e and r e p a i r s . 
4 A l s o i n c l u d e s r e s i d e n t i a l t e l e p h o n e , f u e l o i l , c o a l , w a t e r , and s e w e r a g e s e r v i c e not s h o w n s e p a r a t e l y . 
* N o t s e a s o n a l l y a d j u s t e d . 

N O T E : Index a p p l i e s t o m o n t h a s a w h o l e , not to any s p e c i f i c d a t e . 
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T a b l e 2. C o n s u m e r P r i c e I n d e x — U n i t e d S t a t e s and s e l e c t e d a r e a s f o r u r b a n w a g e e a r n e r s and c l e r i c a l w o r k e r s , 
a l l i t e m s m o s t r e c e n t index and p e r c e n t c h a n g e s f r o m s e l e c t e d d a t e s 

I n d e x e s 
P e r c e n t c h a n g e f r o m : 

1967=100 1 9 5 7 - 5 7 = 1 0 0 O t h e r 
b a s e s 

P e r c e n t c h a n g e f r o m : 

O c t o b e r 1972 S e p t e m b e r 
1972 

J u l y 
1972 

O c t o b e r 
1971 

1 2 6 . 6 

1 2 5 . 4 
127. 2 
1 2 3 . 9 
133. 2 
128. 7 

147. 2 

142 . 5 
146. 2 
1 4 5 . 7 
1 5 8 . 5 
150. 3 

0 . 3 

. 1 
- . 1 

. 2 

. 2 

0 . 9 

. 8 

. 4 
1 . 0 
1. 4 
1. 3 

3 . 4 

3 . 0 
3 . 6 
3. 1 
4 . 5 
3 . 0 

O c t o b e r 1972 J u l y 
1972 

O c t o b e r 
1971 

128. 9 
1 2 6 . 4 
127. 2 
126. 5 

154. 4 
1 4 4 . 6 
1 4 7 . 4 
145. 5 

1. 4 
1 . 0 
1. 4 

. 8 

3. 5 
3. 3 
3. 1 
2 . 9 

A u g u s t 1972 M a y 
1972 

A u g u s t 
1971 

126. 8 
126. 2 
125. 5 
124. 6 
125. 1 
1 1 9 . 9 
1 2 7 . 7 

1 4 2 . 5 

1 4 0 . 7 

1 4 0 . 9 
1 4 8 . 8 

3 1 3 9 . 3 

3 1 3 5 . 7 

4 1 3 1 . 5 

0 . 6 
. 1 
. 7 

1 . 5 
1. 2 

. 9 
1 . 7 

3. 3 
2. 4 
2 . 3 
2 . 6 
3 . 8 
2 . 0 
3 . 4 

S e p t e m b e r 1972 J u n e 
1972 

S e p t e m b e r 
1971 

126. 9 
127. 7 
126. 3 
123. 1 
1 2 5 . 5 
1 2 3 . 6 
1 2 5 . 6 

1 4 6 . 0 
148. 3 
143. 3 

1 4 9 . 0 
144. 4 
149. 5 

5 1 3 2 . 7 

1 . 7 
1 . 8 
1 . 4 

. 7 
I . 3 
1. 4 
I . 2 

4 . 1 
2 . 7 
4 . 0 
1 . 6 
3. 3 
2 . 6 
4 . 1 

A r e a 1 P r i c i n g 
s c h e d u l e 2 

U. S. C i ty a v e r a g e 

C h i c a g o -
D e t r o i t __ 
L o s A n g e l e s — L o n g B e a c h 
N. Y . - N o r t h e a s t e r n N . J . -
P h i l a d e l p h i a 

Minneapol i s—St . 
P i t t s b u r g h 

M i l w a u k e e — 
San D i e g o 
S e a t t l e 
W a s h i n g t o n . 

B a l t i m o r e -
C i n c i n n a t i 
H o n o l u l u 
K a n s a s C i t y . 
St. L o u i s 
San Franc i s co— Oak lan d -

1 A r e a c o v e r a g e i n c l u d e s the urban p o r t i o n of the c o r r e s p o n d i n g S tandard M e t r o p o l i t a n S t a t i s t i c a l A r e a (SMSA) e x c e p t 
f o r N e w Y o r k and C h i c a g o w h e r e the m o r e e x t e n s i v e Standard C o n s o l i d a t e d A r e a s a r e u s e d . A r e a d e f i n i t i o n s a r e t h o s e e s -
t a b l i s h e d f o r the I960 C e n s u s and do not i n c l u d e r e v i s i o n s m a d e s i n c e I 9 6 0 . 

2 F o o d s , f u e l s , and s e v e r a l o t h e r i t e m s p r i c e d e v e r y m o n t h in a l l c i t i e s ; m o s t o t h e r goods and s e r v i c e s p r i c e d a s 
i n d i c a t e d : 

M - E v e r y m o n t h . 
1 - J a n u a r y , A p r i l , J u l y , and O c t o b e r . 
2 - F e b r u a r y , May , A u g u s t , and N o v e m b e r . 
3 - M a r c h , J u n e , S e p t e m b e r , and D e c e m b e r . 

3 N o v e m b e r 1963=100 . 
4 F e b r u a r y 1965=100 . 
5 D e c e m b e r 1963=100 . 

N O T E : The C o n s u m e r P r i c e Index cannot be u s e d f o r m e a s u r i n g d i f f e r e n c e s i n l i v i n g c o s t s a m o n g a r e a s ; i t i n d i c a t e s 
p r i c e c h a n g e w i t h i n a r e a s . E s t i m a t e s of d i f f e r e n c e s in l i v i n g c o s t s a m o n g a r e a s a r e found in the f a m i l y b u d g e t s . 
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T a b l e 3. C o n s u m e r P r i c e I n d e x — U n i t e d S t a t e s and s e l e c t e d a r e a s 1 f o r urban w a g e e a r n e r s and c l e r i c a l w o r k e r s , m a j o r g r o u p s 
p e r c e n t c h a n g e s f r o m S e p t e m b e r 1972 to O c t o b e r 1972 

Group 
U . S . c i ty 
a v e r a g e C h i c a g o D e t r o i t L o s A n g e l e s -

Long B e a c h 

N e w York 
N o r t h e a s t e r n 
N e w J e r s e y 

P h i l a d e l -
phia 

0. 3 0. 1 - 0 . 1 0. 1 0. 2 0. 2 

. 1 . 4 . 2 . 1 3 . 6 
H o u s i n g . 2 1 - 1 . 0 1 

. 0 
. 7 . 2 

A p p a r e l and u p k e e p 1. 0 . 1 . 9 
1 

. 0 . 0 • ^ 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n — . 2 - . 2 . 3 . 4 . 1 
H e a l t h and r e c r e a t i o n — . 3 . 2 . 7 . 2 . 3 • ^ 

M e d i c a l c a r e . 6 . 6 1. 0 . 5 . 6 . 6 
/ 2 \ 

P e r s o n a l c a r e . 2 (Z) (2) (2) (2) ( ) 
Reading and r e c r e a t i o n . 2 . 2 . 3 - . 2 . 2 . 1 
O t h e r g o o d s and s e r v i c e s . 2 . 0 . 3 1 . 3 . 1 

1 S e e f oo t n o t e 1, t a b l e 2. 
2 Not a v a i l a b l e . 

T a b l e 4 . C o n s u m e r P r i c e I n d e x — U n i t e d S t a t e s c i ty a v e r a g e f o r u r b a n w a g e e a r n e r s and c l e r i c a l w o r k e r s f o r s e l e c t e d g r o u p s , 
s e a s o n a l l y a d j u s t e d 

(1967=100) 
1 I n d e x e s P e r c e n t c h a n g e to O c t o b e r I n d e x e s 1972 f r o m : P 

O c t o b e r S e p t e m b e r Ju ly 1 month 3 m o n t h s 
1972 1972 1972 a e o a g o 

F o o d 124. 9 1 2 4 . 7 123. 3 0. 2 1. 3 
F o o d at h o m e 122. 8 122. 7 121. 4 . 1 1. 2 

C e r e a l and b a k e r y p r o d u c t s 114. 5 114. 5 114. 3 0 . 2 
M e a t , p o u l t r y , and f i s h 131. 0 129. 3 128. 7 1. 3 1 . 8 
D a i r y p r o d u c t s 117. 0 116. 8 116. 7 . 2 . 3 
F r u i t s and v e g e t a b l e s 1 2 9 . 7 128. 8 123. 3 . 7 5. 2 
O t h e r food at h o m e 117. 1 117. 0 116. 7 . 1 . 3 

F u e l and u t i l i t i e s 1 121. 1 120. 7 120. 1 . 3 . 8 
F u e l o i l and coa l 118. 3 1 1 8 . 4 118. 2 - . 1 . 1 

A p p a r e l and u p k e e p 2 123. 3 122. 9 1 2 1 . 8 . 3 1. 2 
M e n ' s and b o y s ' 122. 9 122. 4 121. 2 . 4 1 . 4 
W o m e n ' s and g i r l s ' 124. 2 123. 3 122. 2 . 7 1 . 6 
F o o t w e a r 126. 2 125. 7 125. 2 . 4 . 8 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 121. 0 1 2 2 . 0 120. 1 - . 8 . 7 
P r i v a t e 118. 7 1 1 9 . 8 1 1 7 . 4 - . 9 1. 1 

N e w c a r s 108. 8 113. 2 112. 3 - 3 . 9 - 3 . 1 

C o m m o d i t i e s 122. 2 122. 1 121. 0 . 1 1. 0 
C o m m o d i t i e s l e s s food 120. 3 120. 4 119. 5 - . 1 . 7 

N o n d u r a b l e s 123. 0 122. 7 121. 5 . 2 1 . 2 
N o n d u r a b l e s l e s s food 120. 7 120. 6 119. 7 . 1 . 8 

A p p a r e l c o m m o d i t i e s 123. 8 123. 1 122. 2 . 6 1. 3 
D u r a b l e s 119. 9 120. 4 1 1 9 . 4 - . 4 . 4 

1 A l s o i n c l u d e s t e l e p h o n e , w a t e r , and s e w e r a g e s e r v i c e not s h o w n s e p a r a t e l y . 
2 A l s o i n c l u d e s i n f a n t s ' w e a r , s e w i n g m a t e r i a l s , j e w e l r y , and a p p a r e l upkeep s e r v i c e s not s h o w n s e p a r a t e l y . 
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T a b l e 5 . C o n s u m e r P r i c e I n d e x — U n i t e d S t a t e s and s e l e c t e d a r e a s 1 for u r b a n w a g e e a r n e r s and c l e r i c a l w o r k e r s , 
c o m m o d i t y g r o u p s , O c t o b e r 1972, and p e r c e n t c h a n g e s f r o m Ju ly 1972 

G r o u p 
U. S. 
Ci ty 

A v e r a g e 
C h i c a g o 

L.os 
A n g e l e s -

L o n g 
B e a c h 

M i n n e -
apolis— 

St. P a u l 

N e w Yorkr-
N o r t h e a s t e r n 
N e w J e r s e y 

P h i l a -
d e l p h i a 

I n d e x e s (1967=100) 

A l l i t e m s _ __ 1 2 6 . 6 128. 9 125. 4 127. 2 126. 4 123 . 9 127. 2 133. 2 1 2 8 . 7 126. 5 

F o o d 124. 9 126. 0 125. 3 1 2 3 . 8 127. 5 121. 8 126. 1 1 3 0 . 0 1 2 5 . 6 1 2 3 . 7 
Food at h o m e . . . 122. 8 1 2 4 . 6 123. 9 122. 5 123. 1 121. 1 124. 1 1 2 6 . 6 122. 7 121. 7 

C e r e a l s and b a k e r y 
p r o d u c t s 114. 6 115. 1 115. 2 117. 0 1 1 0 . 0 111. 5 122. 3 1 1 7 . 5 114 . 6 111. 3 

M e a t s , p o u l t r y , and f i s h — 131. 3 134. 2 132. 9 133. 8 1 3 1 . 7 1 3 1 . 0 134 . 4 133. 4 130. 2 129. 7 
D a i r y p r o d u c t s __ 117. 1 118. 3 117. 6 112. 3 1 1 8 . 7 115 . 5 117. 7 1 1 9 . 9 119. 6 116. 0 
F r u i t s and v e g e t a b l e s — 124. 5 128. 2 123. 1 1 1 6 . 6 127. 8 121. 2 120 . 5 133. 2 125. 4 125. 6 
Other food at h o m e 118. 0 117. 5 119. 1 1 1 8 . 0 118. 7 117 . 2 120. 5 119. 3 115. 1 117. 3 

F o o d away f r o m h o m e - 132. 8 131. 1 130. 9 129. 8 1 4 2 . 7 123. 8 134 . 9 140. 7 137. 9 135. 4 

H o u s i n g _ 130. 4 134. 6 124. 7 133. 9 1 2 9 . 5 128. 6 132 . 6 138. 6 133. 1 1 3 1 . 0 
S h e l t e r ,., 136. 0 143. 5 129. 1 143. 2 1 3 5 . 4 131. 6 138. 6 145. 9 1 4 3 . 4 138. 8 

Rent 120. 3 131. 2 (2) 121. 2 111. 1 (2) 1 2 1 . 6 129- 3 (2) 117. 8 
H o m e o w n e r s h i p c o s t s 141. 8 149. 0 135. 7 147. 6 143. 8 135. 4 141. 5 158. 3 148 . 1 144. 8 

F u e l and u t i l i t i e s 1 2 0 . 6 118. 4 115. 5 1 1 6 . 7 116. 3 126. 3 1 2 4 . 7 125. 1 118. 5 121. 2 
F u e l o i l and c o a l 118. 1 117. 1 114. 1 113. 9 - - 115. 1 120. 4 112. 3 -

G a s and e l e c t r i c i t y — 120. 9 121. 5 1 1 5 . 4 118. 2 117. 6 133. 6 125. 3 124. 2 123. 9 126. 3 
H o u s e h o l d f u r n i s h i n g s and 

o p e r a t i o n 121. 8 126. 5 117. 1 116. 8 125. 7 119. 3 120 . 3 127. 9 123. 2 120. 4 

A p p a r e l and u p k e e p _ 124. 3 127. 9 122. 7 121. 2 128. 9 121. 1 123. 0 125. 8 123. 1 126. 3 
Men 1 s and b o y s ' 123. 8 122. 2 1 1 8 . 7 121. 4 118. 2 118 . 6 122. 0 125. 0 125 . 1 121. 6 
W o m e n ' s and g i r l s ' — 125. 9 131. 8 127. 9 1 1 8 . 5 142. 7 123. 8 124 . 3 127. 1 119. 7 131. 9 
F o o t w e a r _ _ 126. 5 131. 0 1 1 9 . 8 126. 1 126. 9 124. 6 127. 1 126. 3 128. 8 127. 9 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 121. 2 120. 8 125. 1 116. 8 113. 7 120. 9 117. 6 133. 8 125 . 4 122. 2 
P r i v a t e 118. 8 118. 0 119. 6 114. 2 111. 0 121. 1 1 1 7 . 0 126. 1 122 . 4 119. 8 
P u b l i c . 144. 1 138. 2 160. 4 148. 5 158. 5 117. 0 127. 3 163 . 1 142 . 8 138. 1 

H e a l t h and r e c r e a t i o n 127. 2 129. 0 128. 3 130. 2 129. 6 121. 4 127. 8 132. 5 131. 3 127. 3 
M e d i c a l c a r e - - 133. 9 135. 8 132. 9 143. 3 136. 9 130. 3 127. 4 141. 2 144 . 3 130 . 4 
P e r s o n a l c a r e — 1 2 0 . 8 121. 9 (2) 123. 3 125. 6 (2) 124. 4 (2) 120. 3 119. 7 
R e a d i n g and r e c r e a t i o n 124. 0 130. 7 124. 4 125. 9 122. 8 114. 2 128. 7 129. 0 126. 4 125. 7 
Other g o o d s and s e r v i c e s 126. 4 123. 9 1 3 0 . 8 121. 8 128. 8 119. 8 128. 7 133. 1 127 . 9 129. 3 

P e r c e n t c h a n g e s f r o m JuJy 1972 to O c t o b e r 1972 

A l l i t e m s 0. , 9 1. , 4 0 . 8 0. . 4 0 1. 0 1. 4 1. 4 1. 3 0. 8 

Food - , 6 1. , 6 . 8 3 2. 2 . 4 6 4 1. 3 6 
F o o d at h o m e , 3 1. , 5 . 6 . 6 1. 6 . 2 6 1 1. 4 4 

C e r e a l s and b a k e r y 
p r o d u c t s — , 2 1. , 7 1 . 9 1. 1 - . 1 . 3 - . 9 3 1. 7 1 

M e a t s , p o u l t r y , and f i s h 1. 1 1. 7 . 8 1 2. 7 - . 1 2. 1 0 1. 6 1. 7 
D a i r y p r o d u c t s _ 3 1. ,5 1. 1 6 3 . 5 5 2 1. 0 4 
F r u i t s and v e g e t a b l e s - 3 . 0 - 1 . 0 - 3 . 5 - 7 . , 5 - . 5 - 2 . 5 - 3 . 0 - 2 . 1 -. 9 - 3 . 9 
Other f o o d at h o m e — — 2. 3 4. 0 2 . 6 3. 1 3. 2 2 . 6 2. 3 2. 3 3. 2 2. 2 

F o o d away f r o m h o m e 1. 1 1. . 7 1 . 4 9 3. 8 1. 0 9 1, 1 9 1. 0 

H o u s i n g 1 7 1. 0 - . 3 4 2 . 7 1. 1 1. 6 1. 5 2 
S h e l t e r 7 1. 3 - . 5 - 1 . 0 1 . 5 1. 5 2. 2 2. 1 1 

Rent 9 1. 5 (2) 3 4 1 (2) 4 3 . 9 (2) 7 
H o m e o w n e r s h i p c o s t s 8 1. 2 - 1 . 1 - 1 . 3 1 . 4 1. 7 2. 3 2. 3 3 

F u e l and u t i l i t i e s 5 4 . 3 5 0 2. 0 2 2 7 9 
F u e l o i l and c o a l 3 0 . 6 0 • - 0 0 4 
Gas and e l e c t r i c i t y 5 1. 0 . 0 8 1 2. 5 2 6 1. 2 1. , 4 

H o u s e h o l d f u r n i s h i n g s and 
o p e r a t i o n .6 . 6 - . 2 1. , 3 7 1. 0 . 7 1, , 0 9 , 5 

A p p a r e l and u p k e e p 2. , 6 3. 8 5 . 9 3. 7 4. 6 1. 7 4. . 9 4. . 7 4. 6 3. , 7 
Men* s and b o y s ' 2. 8 1. 7 4. 1 5. 4 3. I 3. 4 3. . 7 6. , 7 6. 6 , 6 
Women* s and g i r l s ' 3. 9 7. 2 1 1 . 0 5. 0 10. 4 1. 1 8. . 7 6. , 3 6 . 1 8. 1 
F o o t w e a r 1. 5 2. 1 1 . 4 - 1 6 1. 3 2. . 1 2. . 1 1. 9 1. , 6 

7 1. 3 . 2 . 3 - 1 . 6 2 . 6 1. , 2 . 5 1 , 3 
P r i v a t e _ 8 1. 5 . 3 , 2 - 1 . 8 2. 8 I. , 2 , 5 0 . 3 
P u b l i c 6 . 7 . 0 , 7 6 . 3 . 6 , 2 4 , 1 

H e a l t h and r e c r e a t i o n 7 8 . 5 1. 2 1. 2 . 7 . 9 . 6 5 1. , 0 
M e d i c a l c a r e — . 9 1. ,0 1 .0 1. , 4 1. 3 . 9 1. , 2 . 7 1. 5 , 5 
P e r s o n a l c a r e ,7 2 (2) 1. . 4 2. 5 (2) 4. 1 

2) 8 3. , 5 
R e a d i n g and r e c r e a t i o n , 8 1. 2 . 3 1. , 8 7 . 3 , 2 . 6 2 1. , 2 
Other g o o d s and s e r v i c e s 5 4 - . 2 3 5 . 4 , 2 . 5 2 , 2 

1 S e e f o o t n o t e 1, tab le 2. 
2 No t a v a i l a b l e . 
3 C h a n g e f r o m A u g u s t 197 2. 
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T a b l e 6 . C o n s u m e r P r i c e I n d e x — U n i t e d S t a t e s and s e l e c t e d a r e a s f o r u r b a n w a g e e a r n e r s and c l e r i c a l w o r k e r s , food and i t s 
s u b g r o u p s , O c t o b e r 1972 , and p e r c e n t c h a n g e s f r o m S e p t e m b e r 1972 

F o o d at h o m e 
F o o d 

A r e a 1 Total 
food Tota l 

C e r e a l s 
and 

b a k e r y 
p r o d u c t s 

M e a t s 
p o u l t r y , 
and f i s h 

D a i r y 
p r o d u c t s 

F r u i t s 
and 

v e g e t a b l e s 

O t h e r 
f o o d s 

at 
h o m e 

away 
f r o m 
h o m e 

I n d e x e s (1967 100) 

U . S . c i t y a v e r a g e 124. 9 122. 8 114. 6 131. 3 117. 1 124. 5 118. 0 132. 8 

At lanta 
B a l t i m o r e 
B o s t o n 
B u f f a l o 
C h i c a g o 
C i n c i n n a t i 
C l e v e l a n d 
D a l l a s 
D e t r o i t 
H o n o l u l u 
H o u s t o n 
K a n s a s City 
L o s Ange le s—Long B e a c h 
M i l w a u k e e 
Minneapol i s—St . P a u l 
N . Y . - N o r t h e a s t e r n N. J 
P h i l a d e l p h i a 
P i t t s b u r g h 
St . L o u i s 
S a n D i e g o 
San F r a n c i s c o — O a k l a n d 
S e a t t l e 
W a s h i n g t o n 

1 2 6 . 6 
1 2 6 . 9 
126. 0 
124. 1 
125. 3 
125. 4 
124. 8 
124. 7 
123. 8 
123. 7 
127. 5 
124. 8 
121. 8 
122. 1 
126. 1 
130. 0 
125. 6 
123. 7 
1 2 3 . 4 
124. 6 
122. 8 
122. 0 
128. 8 

124. 7 
125. 2 
1 2 4 . 6 
1 2 2 . 5 
1 2 3 . 9 
124. 4 
124. 1 
1 2 1 . 7 
122. 5 
120. 9 
123. 1 
123. 0 
121. 1 
120. 3 
124. 1 
126. 6 
122. 7 
121. 7 
121. 3 
122. 0 
121. 7 
120. 0 
125. 0 

116. 9 
114. 2 
115. 1 
1 1 5 . 4 
115. 2 
115. 5 
112. 4 
113. 2 
117. 0 
105. 2 
110. 0 
117. 0 
1 1 1 . 5 
114. 6 
1 2 2 . 3 
117. 5 
1 1 4 . 6 
1 1 1 . 3 
118. 8 
113. 3 
1 1 2 . 4 
111. 7 
116. 3 

130. 6 
1 3 1 . 5 
134. 2 
130. 8 
132. 9 
130. 7 
132. 5 
131. 1 
133. 8 
126. 5 
131. 7 
129. 0 
131. 0 
129. 5 
1 3 4 . 4 
1 3 3 . 4 
130. 2 
129. 7 
126. 5 
134. 9 
130. 7 
129. 2 
128. 1 

117. 9 
119. 7 
118. 3 
116. 6 
117. 6 
118. 5 
1 2 1 . 4 
1 1 1 . 0 
112. 3 
1 1 9 . 4 
118. 7 
125. 9 
115. 5 
114. 7 
117. 7 
1 1 9 . 9 
1 1 9 . 6 
116. 0 
120. 5 
115. 1 
116. 6 
116. 2 
113. 1 

137. 0 
1 3 1 . 6 
128. 2 
122. 2 
123. 1 
128. 6 
126. 8 
124. 5 
1 1 6 . 6 
127. 7 
127. 8 
120. 0 
121. 2 
120. 4 
120. 5 
133. 2 
1 2 5 . 4 
125. 6 
124. 0 
118. 1 
1 1 8 . 7 
114. 8 
137. 8 

118. 5 
1 2 1 . 0 
117. 5 
118. 8 
119. 1 
120. 4 
117. 7 
1 1 7 . 4 
118. 0 
118. 6 
118. 7 
1 1 8 . 4 
117. 2 
114. 5 
120. 5 
119. 3 
115. 1 
117. 3 
113. 6 
1 1 5 . 7 
119. 1 
119. 0 
123. 9 

132. 5 
1 3 3 . 4 
131. 1 
132. 7 
130. 9 
128. 9 
129. 2 
1 3 5 . 7 
129. 8 
1 3 1 . 9 
142. 7 
130. 7 
123. 8 

( 2 ) 
134. 9 
140. 7 
137. 9 
1 3 5 . 4 
133. 3 

( 2 ) 
127. 0 
1 2 8 . 6 
138. 5 

P e r c e n t c h a n g e s S e p t e m b e r 1972 to O c t o b e r 1972 

U . S . c i t y a v e r a g e 0. 1 0. 0 0. 0 0. 3 0. 2 - 1 . 0 0. 3 0. 2 

At lan ta 
B a l t i m o r e 
B o s t o n 
B u f f a l o 
C h i c a g o 
C i n c i n n a t i 
C l e v e l a n d 
D a l l a s 
D e t r o i t 
H o n o l u l u 
H o u s t o n 
K a n s a s City 
L o s A n ge l e s— Lon g B e a c h 
M i l w a u k e e 
Minneapol i s—St . P a u l 
N . Y . - N o r t h e a s t e r n N . J 
P h i l a d e l p h i a 
P i t t s b u r g h 
St . L o u i s 
San D i e g o 
S a n Francisccr—Oakland 
S e a t t l e -
W a s h i n g t o n 

. 3 

. 4 

. 5 

. 0 

. 4 
3 

- . 5 
. 5 
. 2 

- . 1 
1. 1 
- . 2 

. 1 

. 2 

. 4 
- . 3 

. 6 

. 2 
3 

. 2 

. 1 

. 2 
1 

. 3 

. 3 

. 5 
- . 1 

. 3 
5 
5 

. 5 

. 2 
- . 2 

. 6 
- . 2 

. 1 

. 3 

. 4 
- . 4 

. 6 

. 2 
- . 4 

. 3 

. 2 

. 1 
- . 4 

7 
. 4 
. 1 
. 7 
. 3 

- 1 . 6 
5 

- . 1 
- . 1 
- . 8 
- . 3 
- . 3 
- . 5 

5 
. 5 
. 3 
. 2 

2 
- 1 . 0 

. 0 

. 1 

. 6 
- 2 . 1 

. 6 

. 9 

. 5 

. 4 

. 4 
- . 2 
- . 5 
1. 2 

. 5 
9 

1. 2 
5 

. 2 
- . 7 

. 4 
- . 4 

. 1 
. 3 

- . 1 
. 9 

1. 2 
. 0 

1. 0 

- . 3 
. 4 
. 5 
. 0 
. 9 
. 0 
. 1 
. 1 

- . 1 
. 2 

- . 3 
- . 2 

. 1 
1. 5 
- . 2 

. 1 
I . 1 
1. 0 

. 1 

. 2 

. 4 
1 

. 2 

1 . 6 
- 1 . 6 

- . 5 
- 1 . 9 

- . 6 
- . 9 

. 9 
- . 2 
- . 3 

. 3 
. 6 

- . 2 
- . 3 
1. 3 

. 8 
- 1 . 3 

. 4 
- 1 . 0 
- 1 . 8 
- 1 . 7 
- 1 . 2 

- . 5 
- 3 . 0 

. 2 
1. 1 
1. 7 

. 3 

. 6 
- . 3 

- 2 . 0 
. 5 
. 2 
. 9 
. 6 

l '. 0 

1 . 7 

1. 1 

. 3 

. 2 

. 6 

. 8 

. 2 

. 7 

. 2 

. 0 

. 3 

. 1 

. 2 
2. 5 

. 1 

. 2 
( 2 ) 
. 2 
. 0 
. 4 
. 2 
. 2 

( 2 ) 
. 1 
. 5 
. 5 

1 S e e f o o t n o t e 1, t a b l e 2. 
* N o t a v a i l a b l e . 
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T a b l e 7. C o n s u m e r P r i c e Index—Uni ted S t a t e s c i t y a v e r a g e f o r urban wage e a r n e r s and c l e r i c a l w o r k e r s , 
f ood i t e m s , O c t o b e r 1972 i n d e x e s and p e r c e n t c h a n g e s f r o m s e l e c t e d d a t e s 

( 1 9 6 7 = 100) 

I t e m o r g r o u p 

Index P e r c e n t c h a n g e to O c t o b e r 1972 f r o m — 

I t e m o r g r o u p O c t o b e r 1972 S e p t e m b e r 1972 O c t o b e r 1971 
u n a d j u s t e d 

I t e m o r g r o u p 

Unadjusted S e a s o n a l l y 
a d j u s t e d U n a d j u s t e d 

S e a s o n a l l y 
a d j u s t e d 

O c t o b e r 1971 
u n a d j u s t e d 

Tota l f ood 1 2 4 . 9 124. 9 0. 1 0. , 2 0. 5 
F o o d a w a y f r o m h o m e 132. 8 132. 5 2 , 1 3. 8 

R e s t a u r a n t m e a l s 133. 0 1 3 2 . 7 3 2 4 . 2 
S n a c k s 132. 2 131. 7 3 . 3 2. 1 

F o o d at h o m e 122. 8 122. 8 0 , 1 5 . 3 
C e r e a l s and b a k e r y p r o d u c t s 114. 6 1 1 4 . 5 0 , 0 3 

F l o u r 100. 0 1 0 0 . 0 6 , 7 - 1 . 1 
C r a c k e r m e a l 135. 6 1 3 5 . 6 4 , 4 3. 0 
Corn f l a k e s 99. 8 100. 1 0 , 2 - 3 . 7 
R i c e 1 0 9 . 4 109. 5 1 2 5 
Bread , w h i t e 112. 4 112. 4 5 0 3 
B r e a d , w h o l e w h e a t 120. 6 120. 2 0 , 2 1. 2 
C o o k i e s 110. 2 110. 1 4 , 1 3 
L a y e r c a k e 120. 2 120. 6 2 6 4 
C i n n a m o n r o l l s 121. 5 121. 3 6 2 1. 6 

M e a t s , p o u l t r y and f i s h 131. 3 131. 0 3 1. 3 10. 9 
M e a t s 132. 7 132. 2 3 1. 2 12. 2 

B e e f and v e a l 137. 3 137. 2 7 3 8. 0 
S teak , round 1 3 2 . 6 132. 7 8 2 5. 7 
S teak , s i r l o i n 130. 6 130. 3 - 3 . 4 - 1 . 2 4 . 2 
S teak , p o r t e r h o u s e 134. 1 133. 4 - 2 . 5 8 5. 3 
R u m p r o a s t 132. 5 132. 2 8 2 5 . 8 
Rib r o a s t 137. 4 137. 8 - 1 . 1 4 6. 3 
Chuck r o a s t 135. 0 135 . 3 - 1 . 1 2 7. 5 
H a m b u r g e r 139. 7 139. 7 4 1. 1 9. 5 
B e e f l i v e r 134. 7 134. 3 3 5 17. 3 
V e a l c u t l e t s 167. 0 167. 0 9 1. 4 13. 8 

P o r k 129. 2 127. 7 1. 7 3. 1 22 . 1 
Chops 130. 4 129. 2 9 1. 7 18. 8 
Lo in r o a s t 130. 3 128. 6 1 1. 7 19. 9 
P o r k s a u s a g e 137. 5 135. 3 1. 7 2. 7 21 . 9 
Ham, w h o l e 117. 4 118. 1 1. 6 2. 4 15. 1 
P i c n i c s 129. 3 128. 7 9 8 19. 8 
B a c o n 128. 8 126. 2 6! 3 8! 0 33 . 3 

Other m e a t s 127. 8 127. 4 9 1. 0 9 . 7 
L a m b c h o p s 131. 8 131. 7 8 1. 3 6. 8 
F r a n k f u r t e r s 129. 3 128. 7 5 1. 4 11. 5 
H a m , canned 119. 6 119. 7 2. 9 2. 6 10. 9 
B o l o g n a s a u s a g e 133. 7 1 3 3 . 4 3 7 11. 3 
S a l a m i s a u s a g e 130. 6 130. 3 1. 2 1. 7 11. 8 
L i v e r w u r s t 122. 0 1 2 1 . 4 2 1 6. 6 

P o u l t r y 112. 0 112. 6 5 2. 0 1. 8 
F r y i n g c h i c k e n 1 1 1 . 4 112. 6 - 1. 2 2. 0 2. 2 
Ch icken b r e a s t s 115. 7 115. 0 1. 2 2. 3 4 . 0 
T u r k e y 111. 4 110. 4 8 2 - 2 . 0 

F i s h 145. 8 146. 1 1. 0 1." 0 9. 8 
Shr imp, f r o z e n 138. 3 138. 9 5 7 15. 2 
F i s h , f r e s h or f r o z e n 159. 1 1 5 9 . 4 1. 9 2. 0 11. 3 

Tuna f i s h , c a n n e d 134. 6 134. 6 1. 1 7 4 . 4 
S a r d i n e s , c a n n e d 151. 0 151. 0 5 1 8 . 6 

D a i r y p r o d u c t s 117. 1 117. 0 2 2 9 
Milk, f r e s h , g r o c e r y 115. 8 115. 5 1 1 4 
Milk, f r e s h d e l i v e r e d 120. 7 120. 5 1 1 2. 2 
Milk , f r e s h s k i m 122. 0 121. 8 1 2 1. 4 
Milk, e v a p o r a t e d 1 1 9 . 8 119. 6 1. 0 I! 3 - 1 . 3 
I c e c r e a m 106. 3 1 0 6 . 4 5 1 2 
C h e e s e , A m e r i c a n p r o c e s s 125. 3 125. 6 2 2 2. 6 
But ter 1 0 5 . 4 105. 2 7 3 4 

S e e f o o t n o t e s at end of t a b l e . 
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T a b l e 7. C o n s u m e r P r i c e I n d e x — U n i t e d S t a t e s c i ty a v e r a g e f o r urban wage e a r n e r s and c l e r i c a l w o r k e r 
food i t e m s , O c t o b e r 1972 i n d e x e s and p e r c e n t c h a n g e s f r o m s e l e c t e d dates 

( 1967=100) 

I t e m o r g r o u p O c t o b e r 1972 

U n a d j u s t e d S e a s o n a l l y 
a d j u s t e d 

P e r c e n t c h a n g e to O c t o b e r 1972 f r o m — 

S e p t e m b e r 1972 

Unadjus ted S e a s o n a l l y 
a d j u s t e d 

F r u i t s and v e g e t a b l e s 
F r e s h f r u i t s and v e g e t a b l e s -

F r e s h f r u i t s 
A p p l e s 
B a n a n a s 
O r a n g e s 
O r a n g e j u i c e , f r e s h 
G r a p e f r u i t 
G r a p e s 
S t r a w b e r r i e s 
W a t e r m e l o n 

F r e s h v e g e t a b l e s 
P o t a t o e s 
O n i o n s 
A s p a r a g u s -
C a b b a g e 
C a r r o t s 
C e l e r y 
C u c u m b e r s 
L e t t u c e 
P e p p e r s , g r 
S p i n a c h 
T o m a t o e s 

P r o c e s s e d f r u i t s and v e g e t a b l e s 
F r u i t c o c k t a i l , c a n n e d 
P e a r s , c a n n e d 
P i n e a p p l e - g r a p e f r u i t j u i c e dr ink — 
O r a n g e j u i c e c o n c e n t r a t e , f r o z e n -
L e m o n a d e c o n c e n t r a t e , f r o z e n 
B e e t s , c a n n e d 
P e a s , g r e e n , c a n n e d 
T o m a t o e s , c a n n e d 
D r i e d b e a n s 
B r o c c o l i , f r o z e n -

Other f o o d at h o m e 
E g g s 
F a t s and o i l s : 

M a r g a r i n e 
S a l a d d r e s s i n g , I t a l i a n -
S a l a d o r c o o k i n g o i l 

S u g a r and s w e e t s 
S u g a r 
G r a p e j e l l y 
C h o c o l a t e b a r -
S y r u p , c h o c l a t e f l a v o r e d -

N o n a l c o h o l i c b e v e r a g e s 
C o f f e e , c a n and bag 
C o f f e e , i n s t a n t 
T e a 
C a r b o n a t e d d r i n k . 
C a r b o n a t e d d r i n k , 

c o l a f l a v o r e d — 
f r u i t f l a v o r e d -

P r e p a r e d and p a r t i a l l y p r e p a r e d f o o d s 
B e a n s o u p , c a n n e d -
C h i c k e n s o u p , c a n n e d -
S p a g h e t t i , c a n n e d -
M a s h e d p o t a t o e s , i n s t a n t 
P o t a t o e s , f r e n c h f r i e d , f r o z e n 
B a b y f o o d s 
S w e e t p i c k l e r e l i s h 
P r e t z e l s 

124. 5 
126. 7 
127. 3 
113. 1 
101. 2 
134. 2 
130. 5 
187. 8 
169. 9 

( l ) 

( ' ) 
126. 3 
128. 9 
140. 5 n 
126. 6 
138. 5 
134. 6 

94. 2 
125. 8 
104. 1 
140. 4 
116. 7 
121. 2 
121. 8 
120. 1 
115. 5 
134. 9 
117. 7 
123. 9 
107. 0 
117. 9 
141. 0 
118. 2 
118. 0 
114. 5 

117. 1 
109. 5 
120. 1 
120. 9 
115. 4 
126. 0 
130. 6 
110. 6 
122. 6 
122. 4 
123. 1 
109. 7 
128. 7 
127. 9 
115. 0 
116. 3 
104. 2 
121. 5 
112. 2 
1 1 1 . 4 
110. 2 
127. 6 
114. 2 

129. 7 
135. 5 
129. 2 
131. 1 

96 . 3 
121. 2 
129. 6 
164. 2 
196. 2 

( ' ) 

(
l

) 
140. 3 
139. 4 
146. 7 

( ' ) 
141. 8 
144. 3 
148. 7 
121. 4 
122. 0 
140. 1 
139. 1 
143. 0 
121. 2 
121. 8 
120. 1 
115. 0 
134. 5 
118. 1 
124. 0 
107. 2 
118. 0 
141. 1 
118. 3 
117. 1 
109. 8 

117. 5 
109. 5 
120. 5 
120. 8 
115. 3 
126. 3 
129. 8 
110. 8 
122. 6 
122. 3 
123. 1 
109. 7 
128. 7 
127. 6 
114. 9 
116. 4 
104. 2 
121. 4 
112. 3 
111. 2 
109. 9 
127. 7 
114. 1 

- 1 . 0 
- 1. 7 
- 3 . 5 

- 1 6 . 3 
- 1. 2 

. 2 

. 3 
2. 7 

15. 3 
( ' ) 
( l ) 
- . 2 

- 3 . 5 
-10. 8 

( ' ) 
1 . 9 

15. 5 
2. 4 

- 5 . 7 
5. 6 

- 9 . 0 
- 1 . 5 

5 . 9 
. 2 
. 4 
. 7 
. 3 

- .8 
. 9 
. 4 

-1. 0 -. 1 
. 9 

- . 3 
. 3 
. 4 

5 
2 

. 2 

. 1 

. 7 
1. 5 

. 1 

. 4 

. 0 

. 2 
5 

. 6 -. 1 
- . 4 

. 0 

. 9 
-1 . 0 

0. 7 
. 9 

1. 7 
6. 2 

- 4 . 0 
- 3 . 0 

. 4 
8. 7 

16. 6 
(l) 
(

1

) 
-1. 1 

1. 0 
- 7 . 0 
( ' ) 

-2. 0 
16. 7 

2. 5 
- 1 4 . 3 

- 5 . 9 
- 1 0 . 4 

- 4 . 2 
- 7 . 5 

. 3 

. 8 
1. 1 

. 0 
- . 1 

7 
. 6 

5 
- . 1 
1. 1 

. 0 

- 1 . 3 
- . 3 

. 3 

. 2 . 1 

. 6 
1. 2 1 

. 5 

. 3 1 . 0 

1 P r i c e d o n l y i n s e a s o n . 
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T a b l e 8 . Consumer P r i c e I n d e x - : — U n i t e d S t a t e s c i t y a v e r a g e f o r u r b a n w a g e e a r n e r s a n d c l e r i c a l w o r k e r s , 
i n d e x e s f o r s e l e c t e d i t e m s a n a g r o u p s , O c t o b e r 197 2, a n d p e r c e n t c h a n g e s f r o m s e l e c t e d d a t e s 

I t e m o r g r o u p 
O t h e r I n d e : x e s 

P e r c e n t c h a n g e t o O c t o b e r 1 9 7 2 
f r o m : 

I t e m o r g r o u p 
b a s e s O c t o b e r 197 2 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 7 2 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 7 2 O c t o b e r 1 9 7 1 

H o u s i n g 1 3 0 . 4 1 3 0 . 1 0 . 2 3. 6 
S h e l t e r 2 136 . 0 1 3 5 . 7 . 2 4 . 1 

R e n t 1 2 0 . 3 1 1 9 . 9 . 3 3. 4 
H o m e o w n e r s h i p 2 1 4 1 . 8 141 . 5 . 2 4 . 5 

M o r t g a g e i n t e r e s t r a t e s 1 1 7 . 3 1 1 7 . 2 . 1 - 1 . 5 
P r o p e r t y t a x e s J 4 9 . 3 1 4 7 . 2 1. 4 1 0 . 9 
P r o p e r t y i n s u r a n c e p r e m i u m s 1 2 3 . 6 1 2 3 . 6 0 1. 0 
M a i n t e n a n c e a n d r e p a i r s 1 4 2 . 4 1 4 2 . 2 . 1 3. 9 

C o m m o d i t i e s 3 126 . 2 125 . 9 . 2 4 . 4 
E x t e r i o r h o u s e p a i n t 1 1 6 . 7 1 1 7 . 9 - 1 . 0 . 2 
I n t e r i o r h o u s e p a i n t 1 1 7 . 4 1 1 7 . 2 . 2 1. 6 

S e r v i c e s 149 . 5 1 4 9 . 2 . 2 3. 8 
R e p a i n t i n g l i v i n g a n d d i n i n g 

r o o m s 1 6 2 . 7 162 . 5 6 . 3 
R e s h i n g l i n g h o u s e r o o f 1 5 7 . 1 1 5 6 . 7 4 . 2 
R e s i d i n g h o u s e 1 3 7 . 3 1 3 7 . 1 

0 
3. 2 

R e p l a c i n g s i n k 147.7 1 4 7 . 7 0 3. 0 
R e p a i r i n g f u r n a c e 153 . 1 152 . 9 2 . 6 

F u e l a n d u t i l i t i e s 1 2 0 . 6 120 . 3 4 . 0 
F u e l o i l a n d c o a l 1 1 8 . 1 1 1 8 . 0 . 3 

F u e l o i l , N o . 2 1 1 6 . 7 116 . 6 . 3 
G a s a n d e l e c t r i c i t y 120 . 9 120 . 5 . 3 4 . 5 

G a s 1 2 2 . 0 1 2 1 . 3 . 6 4 . 5 
E l e c t r i c i t y 1 1 9 . 9 1 1 9 . 8 . 1 4 . 6 

O t h e r u t i l i t i e s : 
R e s i d e n t a l t e l e p h o n e s e r v i c e s 1 1 4 . 9 1 1 4 . 6 . 3 5 . 3 
R e s i d e n t a l w a t e r a n d s e w e r a g e 

s e r v i c e s 138 . 8 1 3 8 . 8 0 2 . 8 

H o u s e h o l d f u r n i s h i n g s a n d o p e r a t i o n 4 1 2 1 . 8 121 . 6 . 2 1. 9 
H o u s e f u r n i s h i n g s 116 . 9 116 . 7 . 2 1. 6 

T e x t i l e s 1 1 4 . 7 1 1 4 . 5 . 2 2 . 2 
S h e e t s 1 1 6 . 9 116 . 0 . 8 3. 1 
C u r t a i n s , t a i l o r e d 1 1 3 . 0 1 1 2 . 2 . 7 1. 3 
B e d s p r e a d s 1 1 1 . 5 1 1 1 . 4 . I 3 . 4 
D r a p e r y f a b r i c 1 2 4 . 9 124 . 5 . 3 4 . 5 
P i l l o w s , b e d 1 0 7 . 7 1 0 8 . 1 - . 4 - . 5 
S l i p c o v e r s a n d t h r o w s , r e a d y -

m a d e 1 1 4 . 2 1 1 4 . 7 - . 4 1. 5 
F u r n i t u r e a n d b e d d i n g 1 2 1 . 5 1 2 1 . 4 . 1 1. 3 

B e d r o o m f u r n i t u r e , c h e s t a n d 
d r e s s e r M a r . 70 1 0 5 . 4 1 0 5 . 4 0 . 7 

S o f a s , u p h o l s t e r e d 120 . 7 1 2 0 . 5 . 2 1. 1 
C o c k t a i l t a b l e s D e c . 71 1 0 1 . 2 1 0 1 . 2 0 (5) 
D i n i n g r o o m c h a i r s M a r . 7 0 103 . 9 1 0 4 . 0 - . 1 . 6 
R e c l i n e r s , u p h o l s t e r e d D e c . 7 1 9 8 . 5 9 8 . 5 0 (5) 
S o f a s , d u a l p u r p o s e 1 1 7 . 7 1 1 7 . 5 . 2 1. 1 
B e d d i n g , m a t r e s s a n d b o x 

s p r i n g s J u n e 70 105 . 1 105 . 2 - . 1 1. 0 16 \ 
A l u m i n u m f o l d i n g c h a i r s (6) (6) (6 ) ( ) 
C r i b s — 118 . 4 1 1 8 . 0 . 3 . 3 

F l o o r c o v e r i n g s 106 . 6 1 0 6 . 6 0 . 1 
B r o a d l o o m , c a r p e t i n g , m a n -

m a d e f i b e r s 101 . 4 1 0 1 . 3 . 1 - . 9 
V i n y l s h e e t g o o d s 1 1 9 . 2 1 1 9 . 1 . 1 2 . 8 
V i n y l a s b e s t o s t i l e 1 1 7 . 9 118 . 4 - . 4 1. 0 

A p p l i a n c e s 7 1 0 5 . 9 105 . 7 . 2 . 1 
W a s h i n g t o n m a c h i n e s , e l e c t r i c , 

a u t o m a t i c 1 1 0 . 9 1 1 0 . 6 . 3 . 8 
V a c u u m c l e a n e r s , c a n i s t e r t y p e — 103 . 8 1 0 3 . 6 . 2 - . 3 
R e f r i g e r a t o r s o r r e f r i g e r a t o r -

1 0 8 . 1 f r e e z e r s , e l e c t r i c 1 0 8 . 3 ' 1 0 8 . 1 . 2 0 
R a n g e s , f r e e s t a n d i n g , g a s 

1 1 0 . 8 o r e l e c t r i c 1 1 1 . 6 1 1 0 . 8 . 7 - . 4 
C l o t h e s d r y e r s , e l e c t r i c 1 1 4 . 8 1 1 4 . 7 . 1 1. 5 
A i r c o n d i t i o n e r s , d e m o u n t a b l e (

6

) (6) (6 ) (6) 
R o o m h e a t e r s , e l e c t r i c , 

p o r t a b l e 1 0 8 . 4 (6) 
110 . 9 

( ) . 4 
G a r b a g e d i s p o s a l u n i t s 1 1 1 . 4 

(6) 
110 . 9 . 5 1. 1 

O t h e r h o u s e f u r n i s h i n g s : 
1 2 6 . 2 D i n n e r w a r e , f i n e c h i n a 125 . 8 1 2 6 . 2 - . 3 5 . 4 

F l a t w a r e , s t a i n l e s s s t e e l 129 . 4 128 . 6 . 6 6 . 0 
T a b l e l a m p s , w i t h s h a d e 125 . 6 1 2 4 . 7 . 7 3. 0 
L a w n m o w e r s , p o w e r , /6 \ /b \ 

r o t a r y t y p e (6) ( ) 
1 0 7 . 2 

( ) ( ) 
E l e c t r i c d r i l l s , h a n d - h e l d 1 0 7 . 2 

( ) 
1 0 7 . 2 0 0 

H o u s e k e e p i n g s u p p l i e s : 
1 1 1 . 4 1 1 1 . 3 . 1 L a u n d r y s o a p s a n d d e t e r g e n t s 1 1 1 . 4 1 1 1 . 3 . 1 . 5 

P a p e r n a p k i n s 1 3 3 . 5 1 3 1 . 2 1. 8 3. 6 

T o i l e t t i s s u e 123 . 5 124 . 9 - 1 . 1 
3 

H o u s e k e e p i n g s e r v i c e s : 
D o m e s t i c s e r v i c e , g e n e r a l 

4 . 1 h o u s e w o r k 1 4 0 . 8 140 . 5 . 2 4 . 1 

B a b y s i t t e r s e r v i c e s 1 3 8 . 3 1 3 7 . 9 . 3 4 . 5 

P o s t a l c h a r g e s 146 . 6 1 4 6 . 6 0 0 

L a u n d r y , f l a t w o r k , f i n i s h e d s e r v i c e 140 . 2 1 3 9 . 8 . 3 3 . 5 

L i c e n s e d d a y c a r e s e r v i c e s , 
4 . 4 p r e s c h o o l c h i l d 1 2 4 . 7 124 . 0 . 6 4 . 4 

W a s h i n g m a c h i n e r e p a i r s 142 . 2 141 . 7 . 4 3 . 3 
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T a b l e 8 . C o n s u m e r P r i c e Index— -United S t a t e s c i t y a v e r a g e f o r u r b a n w a g e e a r n e r s a n d c l e r i c a l w o r k e r s 
i n d e x e s f o r s e l e c t e d i t e m s and g r o u p s , O c t o b e r 1972 , and p e r c e n t c h a n g e s f r o m s e l e c t e d d a t e s C o n t i n u e d 

I 1QA7- 100^ 

I t e m o r g r o u p 
O t h e r I n d e x e s 

P e r c e n t c h a n g e to O c t o b e r 1 9 7 2 
f r o m : 

I t e m o r g r o u p I t e m o r g r o u p 
b a s e s O c t o b e r 1 9 7 2 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 7 2 S e p t e m b e r 197 2 O c t o b e r 1971 

A p p a r e l a n d u p k e e p 8 1 2 4 . 3 1 2 3 . 1 1. 0 2. 2 
A p p a r e l c o m m o d i t i e s 1 2 4 . 9 123 . 5 1. 1 2. 4 

A p p a r e l c o m m o d i t i e s l e s s f o o t w e a r — - — 124 . 6 123 . 0 1. 3 2. 2 
M e n ' s a n d b o y s ' 123 . 8 1 2 2 . 5 1. 1 1. 6 

Men* s : 
T o p c o a t s , w o o l o r a l l - w e a t h e r 

1 2 7 . 4 2. 1 c o a t s , p o l y e s t e r b l e n d s 1 3 0 . 1 1 2 7 . 4 2. 1 5 . 4 
S u i t s , y e a r r o u n d w e i g h t 133 . 4 1 3 1 . 0 1. 8 . 8 
S u i t s , t r o p i c a l w e i g h t (6) (6) (6) (6) 
J a c k e t s , l i g h t w e i g h t 1 1 3 . 9 1 1 3 . 6 . 3 . 9 
S l a c k s , w o o l o r w o o l b l e n d s 1 1 5 . 8 115 . 8 0 - 2 . 0 
S l a c k s , c o t t o n o r m a n m a d e 

b l e n d s 1 4 3 . 0 1 3 7 . 7 3. 8 6 . 8 
T r o u s e r s , w o r k , c o t t o n o r 

p o l y e s t e r / c o t t o n 1 1 4 . 8 1 1 4 . 9 1 . 7 
S h i r t s , w o r k , c o t t o n o r p o l y e s -

t e r / c o t t o n 1 1 5 . 4 1 1 5 . 3 . 1 . 7 
S h i r t s , b u s i n e s s , p o l y e s t e r / 

c o t t o n 1 1 1 . 8 1 1 1 . 7 . 1 - 1 . 1 
T - s h i r t s , c h i e f l y c o t t o n 118 . 8 1 1 8 . 4 . 3 - . 1 
S o c k s , c o t t o n o r m a n m a d e 

f i b e r s 1 1 5 . 0 1 1 5 . 7 6 - . 6 
H a n d k e r c h i e f s , c o t t o n o r 

p o l y e s t e r / c o t t o n 1 1 7 . 2 1 1 7 . 0 . 2 1. 3 
B o y s * : 

C o a t s , a l l p u r p o s e , c o t t o n (6) 1. 9 o r c o t t o n b l e n d s 1 2 1 . 5 (6) (6) 1. 9 
S p o r t c o a t s w o o l o r w o o l 

b l e n d s 1 2 1 . 9 (6) (6) - 4 . 8 
D u n g a r e e s , c o t t o n o r c o t t o n 

b l e n d s 1 2 8 . 5 1 2 7 . 7 . 6 4 . 3 
U n d e r s h o r t s , c o t t o n 1 2 0 . 2 1 2 0 . 3 - . 1 . 5 

W o m e n ' s a n d g i r l s ' 1 2 5 . 9 123 . 9 1 . 6 2. 6 
W o m e n ' s : 

C o a t s , h e a v y w e i g h t , w o o l o r 
w o o l b l e n d s 1 3 4 . 1 1 2 9 . 5 3. 6 5 . 4 

C a r c o a t s , h e a v y w e i g h t , c o t t o n __ 1 3 6 . 2 4 . 5 
S w e a t e r s , w o o l o r a c r y l i c 1 2 9 . 3 (6) (6) 4. 3 
S k i r t s , w o o l , w o o l b l e n d , o r 

4 . 3 m a n m a d e f i b e r s 1 4 1 . 5 1 4 1 . 3 . 1 4 . 3 
S k i r t s , c o t t o n o r p o l y e s t e r / 

c o t t o n (6) (6) (6) ( ) 
B l o u s e s , c o t t o n o r m a n m a d e 

f i b e r s 1 2 5 . 1 1 2 4 . 3 . 6 4 . 3 
D r e s s e s , s t r e e t , c h i e f l y 

m a n m a d e f i b e r s 1 3 1 . 5 1 3 0 . 2 1. 0 1. 6 
S l i p s , n y l o n 1 1 1 . 1 1 1 1 . 4 - . 3 0 
P a n t i e s , a c e t a t e o r n y l o n 

2. 9 t r i c o t 1 1 8 . 7 1 1 8 . 8 1 2. 9 
G i r d l e s , m a n m a d e b l e n d 1 1 8 . 2 1 1 7 . 9 . 3 . 4 
B r a s s i e r e s , n y l o n l a c e — 1 2 3 . 0 1 2 2 . 9 . 1 0 
H o s e , o r p a n t y h o s e , n y l o n 

s e a m l e s s 9 4 . 6 9 5 . 8 - 1 . 3 - 3 . 6 
A n k l e t s o r k n e e - l e n g t h s o c k s , 

v a r i o u s f i b e r s 1 1 3 . 7 1 1 3 . 7 0 - . 8 
G l o v e s , f a b r i c , n y l o n o r 

c o t t o n 1 1 0 . 7 1 1 1 . 0 - . 3 1. 1 
H a n d b a g s , r a y o n f a i l l e 

1. 5 o r p l a s t i c 1 4 6 . 3 1 4 4 . 2 1. 5 8 . 5 
G i r l s ' : 

R a i n c o a t s , v i n y l , c o t t o n , o r 
p o l y e s t e r b l e n d s 1 1 6 . 9 (6) (6) - 1 . 4 

S k i r t s , w o o l , w o o l b l e n d s 
o r a c r y l i c 1 2 1 . 1 1 1 1 . 8 8 . 3 11. 1 

D r e s s e s , c o t t o n , m a n m a d e 
f i b e r s , o r b l e n d s 1 2 4 . 3 1 2 1 . 2 2 . 6 12 . 7 

S l a c k s , c o t t o n o r c h i e f l y 
c o t t o n 1 4 0 . 0 1 3 5 . 3 3. 5 6 . 2 

S l i p s , p o l y e s t e r b l e n d s — 1 1 0 . 1 1 1 0 . 3 2 - . 7 
H a n d b a g s , p l a s t i c 1 2 3 . 8 1 2 3 . 7 . 1 - 4 . 3 

F o o t w e a r 1 2 6 . 5 1 2 5 . 7 . 6 3. 1 
M e n ' s : 

1 2 5 . 7 1 2 5 . 1 . 5 4 . 9 
S h o e s , w o r k , h i g h — - 1 2 4 . 8 1 2 3 . 7 . 9 3. 9 

W o m e n ' s : 
1 2 8 . 2 1 2 7 . 5 . 5 3. 0 
1 2 3 . 6 1 2 3 . 1 . 4 2. 1 
1 2 6 . 2 1 2 6 . 2 1 2 4 . 2 1. 6 . 4 
1 2 6 . 1 1 2 5 . 8 . 2 2 . 1 1 2 5 . 8 

C h i l d r e n ' s : 
1 2 9 . 0 1 2 8 . 2 . 6 4 . 2 

S n e a k e r s , b o y s ' , o x f o r d t y p e 1 2 4 . 8 1 2 4 . 3 . 4 4 . 3 
D r e s s s h o e s , g i r l s ' , s t r a p 

1 3 1 . 1 1 3 0 . 5 . 5 2. 1 
M i s c e l l a n e o u s a p p a r e l : 

D i a p e r s , c o t t o n g a u z e o r 
1 1 7 . 0 1 1 6 . 9 

D i a p e r s , c o t t o n g a u z e o r 
1 1 7 . 0 1 1 6 . 9 . 1 

Y a r d g o o d s , p o l y e s t e r b l e n d 
W r i s t w a t c h e s , m e n ' s and 

1 1 9 . 3 1 1 9 . 4 - . 1 - 2 . 3 Y a r d g o o d s , p o l y e s t e r b l e n d 
W r i s t w a t c h e s , m e n ' s and 

1 1 6 . 9 116 . 7 1 1 6 . 9 116 . 7 . 2 3. 2 
A p p a r e l s e r v i c e s : 

D r y c l e a n i n g , m e n ' s s u i t s and 
1 1 8 . 1 1 1 7 . 8 1 1 8 . 1 1 1 7 . 8 . 3 
1 1 5 . 2 1 1 5 . 1 . 1 1. 7 1 1 5 . 2 

3. 8 1 2 3 . 7 1 2 2 . 5 1 . 0 3. 8 
T a i l o r i n g c h a r g e s , h e m a d j u s t m e n t 1 3 4 . 1 1 3 3 . 9 . 1 3. 2 

3 . 6 S h o e r e p a i r s , w o m e n ' s h e e l l i f t 1 1 8 . 1 1 1 7 . 1 . 9 
3. 2 
3 . 6 
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T a b l e 8. C o n s u m e r P r i c e I n d e x — U n i t e d S t a t e s c i t y a v e r a g e f o r u r b a n w a g e e a r n e r s a n d c l e r i c a l w o r k e r s , 
i n d e x e s f o r s e l e c t e d i t e m s and g r o u p s , O c t o b e r 1972, and p e r c e n t c h a n g e s f r o m s e l e c t e d d a t e s — C o n t i n u e d 

(1967=100) 

I t e m o r g r o u p 
O t h e r 
i n d e x 
b a s e s 

I n d e x e s P e r c e n t c h a n g e to 
f r o m : 

O c t o b e r T T t T 1 

I t e m o r g r o u p 
O t h e r 
i n d e x 
b a s e s O c t o b e r 1972 S e p t e m b e r 1972 S e p t e m b e r 1972 O c t o b e r 1972 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 121. 2 1 2 1 . 0 0 . 2 1. 6 
P r i v a t e 9 118. 8 118. 6 . 2 1 . 4 

A u t o m o b i l e s , n e w 110. 1 109. 6 . 5 . 9 
A u t o m o b i l e s , u s e d 115. 2 113. 6 1 . 4 3. 1 
G a s o l i n e , r e g u l a r a n d p r e m i u m 110. 2 110. 6 - . 4 1. 3 
M o t o r o i l , p r e m i u m 124. 6 124. 5 . 1 2. 4 
T i r e s , n e w , t u b e l e s s 114. 8 115. 3 4 - 2 . 4 
A u t o r e p a i r s a n d m a i n t e n a n c e 1 0 - 1 3 6 . 4 136. 3 . 1 3. 9 
A u t o i n s u r a n c e r a t e s 139. 7 140. 4 - . 5 - 1 . 5 
A u t o r e g i s t r a t i o n 127. 5 127. 5 0 3. 1 
P a r k i n g f e e s , p r i v a t e and m u n i c i p a l 147. 9 147. 2 . 5 8. 4 

P u b l i c 144. 1 144. 0 . 1 3. 4 
L o c a l t r a n s i t f a r e s 150. 8 150. 6 . 1 4 . 7 
T a x i c a b f a r e s 133. 7 133. 7 0 1. 5 
R a i l r o a d f a r e s , c o a c h 122. 0 122. 0 0 - 4 . 5 
A i r p l a n e f a r e s , c h i e f l y c o a c h 1 3 1 . 9 1 3 1 . 9 0 1. 8 
B u s f a r e s , i n t e r c i t y 11 142. 1 142. 1 0 4 . 6 

H e a l t h a n d r e c r e a t i o n 127. 2 126. 8 . 3 3. 0 
M e d i c a l c a r e 133. 9 133. 1 . 6 3. 3 

D r u g s a n d p r e s c r i p t i o n s 105. 7 105. 7 0 . 1 
O v e r - t h e - c o u n t e r i t e m s 1 1 1 . 7 1 1 1 . 6 . 1 1. 2 
M u l t i p l e v i t a m i n c o n c e n t r a t e s 95 . 5 95 . 3 . 2 . 1 
L i q u i d t o n i c s 1 0 1 . 0 101. 2 - . 2 . 1 
A s p i r i n c o m p o u n d s 117. 1 117. 1 0 1. 1 
Co ld t a b l e t s o r c a p s u l e s 1 1 4 . 2 114. 1 . 1 2. 0 
C o u g h s y r u p 114. 3 113. 5 . 7 2. 6 
A d h e s i v e b a n d a g e s , p a c k a g e s 124. 8 124. 6 . 2 1. 0 

P r e s c r i p t i o n s 100. 6 100. 7 - . 1 - 1 . 0 
A n t i - i n f e c t i v e s — 7 2 . 9 7 3 . 4 - . 7 - 8 . 4 
S e d a t i v e s a n d h y p n o t i c s 128. 3 127. 9 . 3 3. 6 
A n a l g e s i c s , i n t e r n a l 109. 7 109. 6 . 1 1. 9 
A t a r a c t i c s 103. 3 1 0 3 . 3 0 . 8 
A n t i s p a s m o d i c s 108. 0 108. 1 - . 1 . 1 
C a r d i o v a s c u l a r s and a n t i h p e r -

t e n s i v e s 112. 0 1 1 1 . 8 . 2 0 
A n t i - o b e s i t y 116. 9 118. 0 9 - . 1 
C o u g h p r e p a r a t i o n s 131. 7 1 3 1 . 8 1 3. 4 
H o r m o n e s 92 . 8 92. 9 - . 1 - 2 . 0 

P r o f e s s i o n a l s e r v i c e s : 
P h y s i c i a n s 1 f e e s 134. 6 134. 4 . 1 2. 2 

G e n e r a l p h y s i c i a n , o f f i c e v i s i t s 135. 6 135. 5 . 1 2. 0 
G e n e r a l p h y s i c i a n h o u s e v i s i t s 137. 8 137. 8 0 2. 9 
O b s t e t r i c a l c a s e s 134. 5 134. 4 . 1 2. 3 
P e d i a t r i c c a r e , o f f i c e v i s i t s 137. 0 136. 3 . 5 2. 5 
P s y c h i a t r i s t , o f f i c e v i s i t s 129. 5 129. 2 . 2 2. 9 
H e r n i o r r h a p h y , a d u l t 128. 8 128. 8 0 2. 9 
T o n s i l l e c t o m y and a d e n o i d e c t o m y — 130. 5 130. 5 0 1 . 8 

D e n t i s t s ' f e e s 133. 3 133. 1 . 2 2. 9 
F i l l i n g s , a d u l t , a m a l g a m , one 

s u r f a c e 135. 0 134. 6 . 3 3. 1 
E x t r a c t i o n s , a d u l t 133. 1 133. 1 0 3. 3 
D e n t u r e s , f u l l u p p e r 130. 1 129. 8 . 2 1. 9 

O t h e r p r o f e s s i o n a l s e r v i c e s : 
E x a m i n a t i o n , p r e s c r i p t i o n , a n d 

d i s p e n s i n g of e y e g l a s s e s 125. 6 125. 5 . 1 2. 4 
R o u t i n e l a b o r a t o r y t e s t s 121. 3 121. 1 . 2 3. 0 

H o s p i t a l s e r v i c e c h a r g e s J a n . 72 102. 9 102. 8 . 1 (5) 
S e m i p r i v a t e r o o m s 175. 8 175. 6 . 1 5. 3 
O p e r a t i n g r o o m c h a r g e s 1 7 1 . 6 170. 8 . 5 7. 9 
X - r a y , d i a g n o s t i c s e r i e s , u p p e r G. I. — 129. 7 129. 6 . 1 2. 5 
L a b o r a t o r y t e s t s , u r i n a l y s i s J a n . 72 102. 5 102. 4 . 1 o 

0 A n t i - i n f e c t i v e s , t e t r a c y l i n e , H C L J a n . 72 99 . 1 100. 0 - . 9 
o 
0 

T r a n q u i l i z e r , c h l o r d i a z e p o x i d e , H C L — J a n . 72 102. 2 102. 2 0 SI E l e c t r o c a r d i o g r a m J a n . 7 2 103. 4 102. 8 . 6 
I n t r a v e n o u s s o l u t i o n , s a l i n e J a n . 72 102. 7 1 0 2 . 4 . 3 ( ) 
P h y s i c a l t h e r a p y , w h i r l p o o l b a t h J a n . 72 102. 4 102. 3 . 1 w O x y g e n , i n h a l a t i o n t h e r a p y J a n . 72 102. 0 101. 9 . 1 (5) 

P e r s o n a l c a r e 120. 8 120. 5 . 2 2. 5 
T o i l e t g o o d s 117. 6 117. 6 0 2. 3 

T o o t h p a s t e , s t a n d a r d d e n t i f r i c e 110. 2 110. 6 - . 4 1 . 3 
T o i l e t s o a p , h a r d m i l l e d 122. 1 122. 3 - . 2 3. 1 
Hand l o t i o n s , l i q u i d 127. 8 126. 8 . 8 6. 1 
S h a v i n g c r e a m , a e r o s o l 107. 0 107. 3 - . 3 - . 1 
F a c e p o w d e r , p r e s s e d 1 3 6 . 4 134. 3 1. 6 10. 1 
D e o d o r a n t s , a e r o s o l 103. 5 104. 6 - 1 . 1 - 2 . 6 
C l e a n s i n g t i s s u e s 124. 9 124. 9 0 1. 9 
H o m e p e r m a n e n t w a v e k i t s 109. 7 109. 7 0 - 1 . 9 

P e r s o n a l c a r e s e r v i c e s 124. 2 123. 6 . 5 2. 6 
M e n ' s h a i r c u t s 1 2 6 . 4 125. 8 . 5 2. 2 
B e a u t y s h o p s e r v i c e s 122. 6 122. 1 . 4 2 . 9 

W o m e n ' s h a i r c u t s 123. 9 123. 2 . 6 3. 4 
S h a m p o o a n d w a v e s e t s , p l a i n 126. 5 126. 0 . 4 3. 2 
P e r m a n e n t w a v e s , co ld 112. 9 112. 7 . 2 1. 7 
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T a b l e 8. C o n s u m e r P r i c e I n d e x — U n i t e d S t a t e s c i t y a v e r a g e f o r u r b a n w a g e e a r n e r s a n d c l e r i c a l w o r k e r s , 
i n d e x e s f o r s e l e c t e d i t e m s a n d g r o u p s , O c t o b e r 1972, and p e r c e n t c h a n g e s f r o m s e l e c t e d d a t e s — C o n t i n u e d 

(1967 100) 
P e r c e n t c h a n g e to O c t o b e r 1972 
f r o m : I t e m o r g r o u p 

O t h e r 
i n d e x 
b a s e O c t o b e r 1972 S e p t e m b e r 1972 S e p t e m b e r 1972 O c t o b e r 1972 

R e a d i n g a n d r e c r e a t i o n 
R e c r e a t i o n a l g o o d s 

T V s e t s , p o r t a b l e a n d c o n s o l e 
T V r e p l a c e m e n t t u b e s 
R a d i o s , p o r t a b l e and t a b l e m o d e l 
T a p e r e c o r d e r s , p o r t a b l e 
P h o n o g r a p h r e c o r d s , s t e r e o p h o n i c 
M o v i e c a m e r a s , S u p e r 8, z o o m l e n s -
F i l m , 3 5 m m , c o l o r 
Gol f b a l l s , l i q u i d c e n t e r o r s o l i d 

c o r e 
B a s k e t b a l l s , r u b b e r o r v i n y l c o v e r — 
F i s h i n g r o d s , f r e s h w a t e r 

s p i n c a s t i n g 
B o w l i n g b a l l s 
B i c y c l e s , b o y s 1 

T r i c y c l e s 
Dog f o o d , c a n n e d o r b o x e d -

R e c r e a t i o n a l s e r v i c e s 
I n d o o r m o v i e a d m i s s i o n s -

A d u l t 
C h i l d r e n ' s 
Dr ive—in m o v i e a d m i s s i o 

a d u l t 
B o w l i n g f e e s , e v e n i n g 
Gol f g r e e n f e e s 
TV r e p a i r , c o l o r p i c t u r e t u b e 

r e p l a c e m e n t 
F i l m d e v e l o p i n g , c o l o r 

R e a d i n g a n d e d u c a t i o n : 
N e w s p a p e r s , s t r e e t s a l e and 

d e l i v e r y 
M a g a z i n e s , s i n g l e c o p y and 

s u b s c r i p t i c 
P i a n o l e s s o n s , b e g i n n e r 

O t h e r g o o d s a n d s e r v i c e s 
T o b a c c o p r o d u c t s 

C i g a r e t t e s , n o n f i l t e r t i p , r e g u l a r 
s i z e 

C i g a r e t t e s , f i l t e r t i p , k i n g s i z e 
C i g a r s , d o m e s t i c , r e g u l a r s i z e 

A l c o h o l i c b e v e r a g e s 
B e e r 
W h i s k e y , s p i r i t b l e n d e d a n d s t r a i g h t 

b o u r b o n 
W i n e , d e s s e r t and t a b l e 

F i n a n c i a l a n d m i s c e l l a n e o u s p e r s o n a l 
e x p e n s e s : 

F u n e r a l s e r v i c e s , a d u l t 
B a n k s e r v i c e c h a r g e s , c h e c k i n g 

a c c o u n t s 
L e g a l s e r v i c e s , s h o r t f o r m w i l l 

O t h e r s p e c i a l g r o u p s : 
A l l i t e m s l e s s s h e l t e r — 
C o m m o d i t i e s l e s s food -
N o n d u r a b l e s l e s s food a n d a p p a r e l -
H o u s e h o l d s e r v i c e s l e s s r e n t 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e r v i c e s 
O t h e r s e r v i c e s 

124. 0 
108. 3 

99. 4 
133. 0 

98 . 9 
94 . 8 

108. 0 
88. 6 

108. 2 

105. 6 
125. 9 

108. 0 
114. 5 
117. 6 
114. 6 
111. 1 
128. 8 
142. 0 
140. 7 
145. 4 

147. 5 
120. 0 
131. 1 

98. 2 
116. 1 

133. 1 

133. 4 
124. 4 
126. 4 
134. 3 

136. 0 
136. 2 
111.2 
120. 3 
114. 2 

108. 9 
128. 0 

106. 8 
152. 4 

124. 2 
120. 8 
119. 3 
140. 7 
136. 2 
127. 0 

123. 7 
108. 2 

99. 0 
133. 1 

99. 2 
94. 9 

107. 6 
8 8 . 4 

108. 1 

105. 5 
126. 0 

107. 8 
114. 0 
117. 3 
1 1 5 . 1 
110. 5 
128. 8 
143. 2 
142. 4 
145. 2 

146. 6 
118. 7 
1 3 1 . 5 

98. 1 
116. 1 

133. 1 

133. 4 
123. 9 
126. 2 
134. 2 

135. 9 
136. 2 
1 1 1 . 3 
120. 2 
114. 2 

108. 8 
127. 8 

107. 1 
1 5 0 . 4 

123. 8 
120. 3 
119. 3 
140. 3 
136. 3 
126. 7 

. 6 
1. 1 
- . 3 

. 1 

. 1 

1 
. 1 

. 1 

. 2 

- . 1 
. 2 

1 A l s o i n c l u d e s h o t e l a n d m o t e l r a t e s n o t shown s e p a r a t e l y . 
2 A l s o i n c l u d e s h o m e p u r c h a s e s c o s t s no t shown s e p a r a t e l y . 
3 A l s o i n c l u d e s p i n e s h e l v i n g , f u r n a c e f i l t e r s , p a c k a g e d d r y c e m e n t m i x , a n d s h r u b b e r y no t s h o w n s e p a r a t e l y . 
4 A l s o i n c l u d e s v e n e t a i n b l i n d s , n a i l s , c a r p e t s w e e p e r s , a i r d e o d o r i z e r s , s t e e l w o o l s c r o u i n g p a d s , e n v e l o p s , r e -

u p h o l s t e r i n g , a n d m o v i n g e x p e n s e s . 
5 N o t a v a i l a b l e . 
6 P r i c e d on ly in s e a s o n . 
7 A l s o i n c l u d e s r a d i o s a n d t e l e v i s i o n s e t s , shown s e p a r a t e l y u n d e r r e a d i n g a n d r e c r e a t i o n . 
8 A l s o i n c l u d e s m e n ' s s p o r t s h i r t s , w o m e n ' s and g i r l s ' l i g h t w e i g h t c o a t s , w o m e n ' s s l a c k s , c o c k t a i l d r e s s e s , b a t h i n g 

s u i t s , g i r l s ' s h o r t s , e a r r i n g s , a n d z i p p e r s n o t shown s e p a r a t e l y . 
9 A l s o i n c l u d e s r e c a p p e d t i r e s a n d d r i v e r s ' l i c e n s e f e e s no t s h o w n s e p a r a t e l y . 
10 I n c l u d e s p r i c e s f o r w a t e r p u m p r e p l a c e m e n t , m o t o r t u n e - u p , a u t o m a t i c t r a n s m i s s i o n r e p a i r e x h a u s t s y s t e m r e p a i r , 

f r o n t - e n d a l i g n m e n t , a n d c h a s s i s l u b r i c a t i o n . 
11 R e v i s e d i n d e x e s : J u n e 1972, 1 4 2 . 1 ; J u l y 1972, 1 4 2 . 1 ; A u g u s t 1972, 1 4 2 . 1 . 
1 2 A l s o i n c l u d e s o u r b o a r d m o t o r s , n o n d u r a b l e t o y s , c o l l e g e t u i t i o n f e e s , p a p e r b a c k b o o k s , a n d c o l l e g e t e x t b o o k s , n o t 

s h o w n s e p a r a t e l y . 
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Brief Explanation of the CPI 

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average 
changes in prices of goods and services usually bought 
by urban wage earners and clerical workers. It is based 
on prices of about 400 items which were selected to rep-
resent the movement of prices of all goods and services 
purchased by wage earners and clerical workers. Prices 
for these items are obtained in urban portions of 39 
major statistical areas and 17 smaller cities, which were 
chosen to represent all urban places in the United States. 
They are collected from about 18,000 establishments-
grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling stations, 
and other types of stores and service establishments. 

Prices of foods, fuels, and a few other items are 
obtained every month in all 56 locations. Prices of most 
other commodities and services are collected every month 
in the five largest areas and every 3 months in other 
areas. Prices of most goods and services are obtained by 

personal visits of the Bureau's trained representatives. 
Mail questionnaires are used to obtain local transit fares, 
public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices, and 
certain other items. 

In calculating the index, price changes for the various 
items in each location are averaged together with weights 
which represent their importance in the spending of all 
wage earners and clerical workers. Local data are then 
combined to obtain a U.S. city average. Separate indexes 
are also published for 23 areas. 

The index measures price changes from a designated 
reference date—1967—which equals 100.0. An increase 
of 22 percent, for example, is shown as 122.0. This 
change can also be expressed in dollars as follows: The 
price of a base period "market basket" of goods and 
services bought by urban wage earners and clerical 
workers has risen from $10 in 1967 to $12.20. 

A Note on Seasonally Adjusted and Unadjusted Data 

Because price data are used for different purposes by 
different groups, the Bureau of Labor Statistics publishes 
seasonally adjusted as well as unadjusted changes each 
month. 

For analyzing general price trends in the economy, 
seasonally adjusted changes are usually preferred, since 
they eliminate the effect of changes that normally occur 
at the same time and in about the same magnitude every 
year such as price movements resulting from changing 

climatic conditions, production cycles, model change-
overs, holidays, and sales. 

The unadjusted data are of primary interest to 
consumers concerned about the prices they actually pay. 
Unadjusted data also are used extensively for escalation 
purposes. Many collective bargaining contract agreements 
and pension plans, for example, tie compensation 
changes to the Consumer Price Index unadjusted for sea-
sonal variation. 
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Reliability of Percent Changes in the CPI 

A system of "replicated" samples introduced into 
the index structure in the 1964 revision permits an esti-
mate of sampling error for the CPI. 1 The table below 
shows standard errors for monthly, quarterly, and 

Average standard errors of percent changes in the 
CPI based on 1971 data 

Standard error 

Component Monthly Quarterly Annual 
change change change 

All items .04 .06 .09 
Food at home .07 .10 .15 
Food away from 

home .08 .14 .33 
Housing .06 .10 .19 
Apparel and upkeep . . . .17 .27 .33 
Transportation .11 .17 .20 
Medical care .09 .14 .28 
Personal care .14 .19 .34 
Reading and 
recreation .09 .12 .20 

Other goods and 
services . 1 1 .17 .23 

are about 95 out of 100 that the percent change in the 
CPI as computed differs from the corresponding "com-
plete coverage" change by less than twice the stand-
ard error. 

Because the CPI is rounded to one decimal place, 
some ambiguity may arise in interpreting small index 
changes. As the table indicates, for example, a month-
to-month change of 0.1 percent in the all-items CPI 
is significant. Because of rounding, however, a change 
of this size in the published index might result from a 
much smaller change in the unrounded value. Hence, 
any particular change of 0.1 percent may or may not 
be significant. On the other hand, a published change of 
0.2 percent is almost always significant, regardless of 
the time period to which it relates. 

This replaces the table of average errors based on 
1970 data which was included in the CPI report through 
December 1971. 

annual percent changes in the CPI for all items and 
for nine commodity groupings based on 1971 averages. 
The figures may be interpreted as follows: The chances 

The method of deriving these estimates is described in a 
paper by Marvin Wilkerson, "Measurement of Sampling Error 
in the Consumer Price Index ," Journal of the American Statis-
tical Association, September 1967 . 

A Note About Calculating Index Changes 

Percent changes expressed as annual rates are com-
puted according to the standard formula for compound 
growth rates. These data indicate what the percent change 
would be if the current rate were maintained for a 12-
month period. 

Movements of the indexes from 1 month to another 
are usually expressed as percent changes rather than 
changes in index points because index point changes are 
affected by the level of the index in relation to its base 
period while percent changes are not. The following ex-
ample illustrates the computation of index point and 
percent changes: 

CPI 
less previous index 
index point difference 

123.8 
123.2 

0.6 

Index point difference divided by the index for 
the previous period: 

1 2 3 . 8 - 123.2 

123.2 
x 100 = 0.5 

Seasonally adjusted percent changes in the U.S. All 
Items Index are based on seasonal adjustment factors and 
seasonally adjusted indexes carried to two decimal places. 
This procedure helps to eliminate rounding error in the 
percent changes. 
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B U R E A U OF LABOR STAT IST ICS 

REGIONAL OFFICES 

ALASKA 

C Z 7 -
PUERTO RICO 

Region I 
1 6 0 3 J F K Federal Building 
Government Center 
Boston, Mass. 0 2 2 0 3 
Phone: 2 2 3 - 6 7 6 2 (Area Code 6 1 7 ) 

Region V 
8th Floor, 3 0 0 South Wacker Drive 
Chicago, III. 6 0 6 0 6 
Phone: 3 5 3 - 1 8 8 0 (Area Code 3 1 2 ) 

Region II 
1515 Broadway 
New Y o r k , N . Y . 10036 
Phone: 9 7 1 - 5 4 0 5 (Area Code 2 1 2 ) 

Region V I 
1100 Commerce St., Rm. 6 B 7 
Dallas, Tex. 7 5 2 0 2 
Phone: 7 4 9 - 3 5 1 6 (Area Code 2 1 4 ) 

Region IN 
4 0 6 Penn Square Building 
1317 Filbert St. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107 
Phone: 5 9 7 - 7 7 9 6 (Area Code 2 1 5 ) 

Region V I I and V I I I 
Federal Off ice Building 
9 1 1 Walnut St., 15th Floor 
Kansas City, Mo. 6 4 1 0 6 
Phone: 3 7 4 - 2 4 8 1 (Area Code 8 1 6 ) 

Region I V 
Suite 5 4 0 
1371 Peachtree St. NE . 
At lanta, Ga. 3 0 3 0 9 
Phone: 5 2 6 - 5 4 1 8 (Area Code 4 0 4 ) 

Region I X and X 
4 5 0 Golden Gate Ave. 
Box 3 6 0 1 7 
San Francisco, Calif. 9 4 1 0 2 
Phone: 5 5 6 - 4 6 7 8 (Area Code 4 1 5 ) 

Regions V I I and V I I I are serviced by Kansas Ci ty . 
Regions IX and X are serviced by San Francisco. 
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