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Released August 28, 1962
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Bureau of Labor Statistics
Washington 25, D. C.

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR JULY 1962

The Consumer Price Index rose by 0.2 percent in July to 105.5
(1957-59=100) , the United States Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics
announced today. In the last ten years, the index has always advanced between June and
July. The principal causes of the advance this year were higher prices for several
important food items and further increases in service prices. Moderating influences
were lower average prices of gasoline and new cars. The July index was 1.1 percent
above a year ago, with most of the increase having occurred since last January. (On the
former base of 1947-49=100, the July index was 129.4).

FOOD Higher average prices for pork, fresh milk, and eggs were the major

causes of a 0.3 percent rise in food prices in July. Price reductions
for fresh fruits and vegetables and for poultry moderated the advance in average food
prices.

Compared with a year ago, food prices have advanced by 0.4 percent
on the average because of an increase of nearly 3 percent in prices of restaurant meals.
Average prices of food purchased for home consumption were at the same level as in
July 1961.

Seasonally lower supplies of pork coinciding with unusually good
summer demand explained the advance in average prices of pork products. This was the
first significant change in pork prices in 7 months. Beef prices also rose in response
to firm market demand. Poultry prices declined because of the prevalence of special
sales, with supplies ample and consumer demand slack.

An 0.8 percent increase in average prices of dairy products was
attributed mostly to seasonally higher prices of fresh milk. Average prices of
processed dairy products were somewhat lower as declines for butter and evaporated
milk more than offset a small increase in ice cream prices.

Egg prices rose by about 4 percent in response to seasonally reduced
production. Despite this advance, egg prices were at the lowest level for the month in
20 years. From July 1961 to July 1962, egg prices dropped nearly 14 percent because
of increased supplies.

The decline of nearly 2 percent in average prices of fruits and
vegetables halted the upward movement that began last December. The major factors in
the decline were sharp seasonal decreases in prices of watermelons and sweet corm,
together with substantially lower prices for most other fresh vegetables.

TRANSPORTATION A drop of 0.5 percent in private transportation prices was the most

important factor moderating the upward movement in the Consumer Price
Index in July. Average gasoline prices declined more than 2 percent in a market that
remained unsettled as a result of strong competitive pressures and the introduction of
lower grades of gasoline. Reductions in new car prices also contributed to the decline
in transportation costs. Used car prices, however, were stable, as demand for late
model cars remained high.

OTHER GOODS Movie admission prices rose, but for television and radio sets there
AND SERVICES were competitive price reductions and 1962 model closeout sales.

Prices of toilet goods rebounded from a June decline, and barber and
beauty-shop service prices also advanced over the month. Medical care costs rose
another 0.2 percent in July on the basis of higher prices for all medical care services,
while prescription and drug prices continued their downard trend. Housing prices were
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stable on the average over the month as lower prices for maintenance supplies and
housefurnigshings were offset by increases for remts, electricity, and household operation;

COST-OF-LIVING- Based on the July index, about 950,000 workers are scheduled to receive
ADJUSTMENTS increases of 1 cent an hour as a result of a quarterly review of cost-
of+living allowances under union contracts. These include approxi-
mately 780,000 employees in the automobile and automobile parts industries, 75,000
workers in the farm equipment industry, and 65,000 in the aerospace industry. The
remaining 30,000 workers are employed by a variety of metalworking firms. Imn addition,
about 15,000 employees of trucking firms will receive 3-cent increases on the basis of
annual or semiannual reviews.

Notice: The following Boston city indexes for the Reading and
Recreation Group were revised as shown:

Reading and Recreation Index
Boston, Massachusetts

- (1957-59=100)

Date Indexes
1960 Annual Average-~-----e-cecrecmeccmcmcoacccann 110.1
Aprilececcacccccnccccacmcccaccancncccanaaa. 112.3
July-eeccccccnns S L L e L L L e L 110.7
October-e-cececencrecancncccnaceccvccecancan 111.3
1961 Annual Averages--=ecccccccccnccccaca cmm—ne—- - 112.3
January--e=csccccrcrcccccccncnmrcrncccararcan 108.1
Aprilececccccecccrccrcncncccnccnnccccccnaaaa 112.4
Julyececcccccnocnncancconnccrcccrccnccnnacan 113.5
October-=--vecncevecccncccnancccacaa cemmnm—- 113.7

1962
January--e-=ceccccccccacccrcccncancccccancaa 112.9
April--ccaccmccncaccnccncncccrcccncccancnaan 115.6
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TABLE 1:

Consumer Price Index--United States city average
2, or group, subgroup, and special group indexes, July 1962

and percent changes from selected dates

(1957-59=100 unless othervise specified)

Indexes Percent change to Indexes
(1957-59=100) July 1962 from-- 1947-49=100| 1939100
Group
July June June April July July July
1962 1962 1962 . 1962 1961 1962 1962
All itews 105.5 105.3 0.2 0.3 1.1 129.4 217.9
Food: 103.8 103,5 .3 4 0.4 122,5 260.1
Food at home 102.4 102.1 .3 .3 0 119.0 252.6
Cereals and bakery products-----c--c-o- 107.9 107.4 .5 .6 2.7 143.1 250.0
Meats, poultry, and figheec--v-eccccace- 100,8 99,7 1.1 .7 3.2 111,2 267.4
Dairy product 103,5 102.7 .8 - .2 - .7 117.2 235.2
Fruits and vegetabl 109.9 111,9 -1.8 1.2 -1.7 135.8 293.5
Other foods at home 94,1 93.4 .7 -1.1 -3.6 104,0 214.9
Food away from home 110.9 110.6 .3 .9 2.7 (¢¥))] /)
Bousing 2/ 104.8 104.8 0 .2 1.0 133.6 175.6
Rent 105.7 105.6 .1 .3 1.2 145.3 167.8
Gaas awd electricity 108.0 107.7 .3 .2 .3 125.,9 120.0
Solid and petrileum fuelg----ccoccccaccae 99,7 99,4 .3 -2,6 [} 135.9 240.9
Housefurnishi 99.0 99.1 -.1 - .3 - .5 103.1 193.0
Bousehold operation 107.5 107.4 .1 4 1.3 140,9 206.0
Apparel 102.9 102.8 .1 .2 o4 110.3 210,2
Men's and boys' 103.2 103.1 .1 .3 .6 112,2 220.9
Voman's and girls' 100.4 100,5 - .1 .1 -.3 99.7 183.0
Footwear 109,2 109.1 .1 0 1.5 143,1 284.3
Other apparel 100.8 100.4 o4 .5 -.1 92.8 228.6
Transportation 106.8 107.3 - .5 - 4 1.4 150.5 2143
Private 105.4 106.0 - .6 - .6 1.1 137.3 209.7
Public 115.6 115.6 0 0 3.2 215.2 264.7
Medical cara ‘114.6 114.4 .2 .6 2,7 165.6 228.2
Personal care--- 106.8 106.1 .7 .5 1.9 136.8 229.6
Reading and r 1 110.0 109.2 .7 .5 2,6 127.4 202.2
Other goods and services 105.6 105.2 4 .5 ~7 134.5 190.7
Special groups:
All {tess less food 106.1 106.1 0 .1 1.2 133.0 192.6
All items less shelter 105.4 105.3 .1 .2 1.0 126.9 229.1
C dit{ 103.1 103,1 ] 0 .3 119.1 230.9
Hondurashles 103.5 103.4 .1 0 .3 121.5 236.5
Food. 103.8 103,5. .3 4 -4 122.5 260.1
Nondurables lsss food-ccccvccocconccuna 103.3 103.4 - .1 - .5 .3 121.0 206.0
Apparel 102.8 102,7 .1 .2 .5 110.2 211.5
Apparel lasa fi 101.5 101.4 .1 .2 /] 104.4 an
Nowdursbles less food and apparelee-- 103.5 103.8 - - .3 - .9 .2 130.1 197.4
Durable 101.5 101.6 - .1 .1 .9 112.5 196.3
Nev cars 101.1 101.5 - o4 -1.1 - .3 135.9 238.3
_Used cars 117.1 117.1 0 3.3 7.8 /) [¢7))
Durables less cars 98.7 98.8 - .l - .2 - .3 101.8 177.6
dities leas food 102.5 102.6 - .l - .3 o 116.4 195.9
" Services 109.8 109.5 .3 .5 2.0 155.9 193.8
Rent 105.7 105.6 .1 .3 1.2 145.3 167.8
Ssrvices less reat 110.5 110,2 .3 -6 2.0 158.3 215.5
Nousehold operatien services, ges, g
eod electricicy 108.6 108.5 .1 .4 1.3 142.5 163.8
Transportation serviceg-c-sccccnceccacs 111.7 111.5 .2 o2 1.9 193.0 240.9
Medical cere services 117.2 116.9 .3 9 3.3 174.9 248.0
Other services 3/ 109.1 108,7 4 .8 2.2. 140.8 241.5
Purchasing power of the cossumer doller
(Reference porind=$1.00)-ccccccccse 40.948 $0,.950 - .2 - .3 -1.0 $0.773 $0.459

oveilsble.

L et
y Includes house purchese, intexsst, temes, imesrance, ond wpkesp, met shova seperately.
Includes howse purchese, isterest, tames, insurence, sed epkeep services; shee repairs, televisien repsirs, herber

and hensty shep services, end movies.
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& TABLE 2t Consumer Prios Index—-All iteme indexes and percent changse, selected datea
U.S. oity averags and 20 large oitiea

e ———————

Indexes
47-49=100] 1939=100"
July July
vivy 1962 1962 1961 1962 1961 1962 1962
United States city gy 105.5 105. 2 104.4 0.3 1.1 129.4 217.9
Cities prioced monmthly 1/
Chioag 104.5 104.8 103.8 - .3 .7 131.8 224.9
Detroit. 101.9 102.2 101.8 - .3 .1 125.6 212.9
Los Angeles- 106.8 106.3 105.4 .5 1.3 133.2 220.5
Bev York 106.4 106.0 104.9 4 1.4 128.2 213,3
Pailadelphis 105.3 105.1 104.5 .2 .8 129.3 218.4
Citisa priced in January, April,
July April Jul April July July July
July, October 2/ 1962 1863 196 1962 1961 1962 1962
Bost _-_4 107.2 107.1 105.2 1 1.9 132.8 217.8
Kansas City: ---4{ 106,0 108,7 104.9 .3 1.0 131,1 212,5
M{nneapolis 105.7 105.5 104.4 .2 1.2 130.8 215.6
Pittsburgh 106.0 105.7 105.2 .3 .8 130.6 224.8
Portland, Oregor 104.8 103.9 104.4 .9 4 129.8 222,7
Citiss priced in Msrch, June June March June March June June June
September, December 2/ 1962 1962 1961 1962 1961 1962 1962
Atlant 104.0 103.7 102.9 .3 1.1 128.8 220.9
Balt imor 104.8 104.6 104.6 .2 .2 130.1 224.7
Cincinnati eemed  103.3 103.3 102.4 0 .9 125.7 215.4
St. Louls 104.4 104.8 103.9 - .4 .5 129.6 218.5
San Francis 107.5 107.3 105.4 .2 2.0 136.4 232.9
Citiae priosd in February, May May February May February May May May
4ugust, November 2 1962 1962 1961 1962 1961 1962 1962
Cleveland-=eernemacnn - 103.5 103.1 103.0 4 .5 128.5 217.2
HOUBLON===-=cceccemecmmceecamnnus - mammmmecnen=d  104,7 104.5 102.4 .2 2.2 129.0 216.8
Scranton ——- - 105.7 105.5 104.0 .2 1.6 126.1 215.5
Seattle-~eemscacoverccnnmnncononnan aceeead  106.3 105.9 104.8 .4 1.4 133.6 225.8
Washington, D, C.e==c==e eeccscamesiemsaanaaann -1 1042 104.0 103.2 .2 1.0 125.5 207.6

1/ Rents prioced bimonthly.
2/ Poods, fuels, snd & fev other items prioed monthly; renta and other cammodities and eervaces prioed quarterly.

TABIE 33 Conmmer Prioe Index—Peroent ohenges fram June 1962 to July 1962
U.S. oity average and five oities priced
All itena and oommodity groups

Reading Other

A1l Tranepor— | Nediocsl | Fersoml and goods &

City items Food Housing Apparel tation oaro oare recreation | sarvices
United States eity aversge— 0.2 0.3 ) 0.1 -0.5 0.2 0.7 0.7 0.4
Chicsgo——rr——e—arme———— 1) 5 .2 - -1,0 b ) .3 0
Detroit .1 .3 .1 - .5 -1.8 .1 .4 .7 6.7
Los Angelep~eewecrencemne -2 :=1,0 .2 .3 - .1 .2 .3 2 .1
Rew York: 6 1.1 2 oh - .2 o 4 1.0 .1
Fhiledelphigecmmer— e K3 1.2 .1 - .5 .1 0 .8 0 .1
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TABLE 4: Consumer Price Index--All items and cowmodity groups
July 1962 indexes and percent changes, April 1962 to July 1962
U.S. city average and 10 cities priced in July 1962

u.S. j
Group City |]Boston |Chicago|Detroit| Kansas Los nnea= New Phila- Pitta<4 Portland,
Average cigy | York. Idelphia |
Indexes (1957-59=100)
All items 105.5 | 107.2 | 104.5 | 101.9 | 106.0 | 106.8 108.7| 106.4 | 105.3 106,0} 104.8

Food 103.8 | 104,3 | '105.7 | 101.2 | 103.7 | 105.0 102.5] 104.8 | 103:8 102,4| 103.6

Food at home 102.4 | 102,3 | 105.0 | 100.3 | 103,0 } 102.8 101.1§ 102.3 | 102.3 101.9| 101.8
Cereals and bakery products-- 107.9 | 108.1 | 110.4 | 105.0 | 108,1 { 118.3 104.3| 108.8 | 105.8 106.5| 104.3
Meats, poultry, and fishe---- 100.8 | 102,4 | 103.6 97.5 98,8..1 98.2 98.9| 101.5 99.8 103.9] 101.7
Dairy products-----ecermmeene- 103.5 98,0 | 110,5 | 106.1 | 108,31 106.6 102.6| 102,3 | 102.3 97.3] 104.9
Fruits and vegetables---v---- 109.9 | 111,2 | 110.1 | 10S5.1 | 111,5 | 1il.1 110.9{ 108.0 | 110.7 108.3] 110.3
Other foods at home------ e— 94.1 94.8 95.8 93,2 95.2 89.3 93.2] 94.0 98.5 95.4 92,5

Housing - 104.8 | 108.8 | 103.0 97.7 | 105.4 | 106.1 103.6| 107.8 | 104.5 106.2 | 103.9
Rent -—- 105.7 | 114.8 | 104.5 | ----- | 103.2 | 105.5 106,0f «==-= 106.7 106.1| 104.0
Gas and electricity------ —————— 108.0 | 103.9 | 106.2 | 105.9 | 109.3 | 115.6 104,06{ 105.4 | 102.7 111.6] 102.5
Solid and petroleum fuels-- 99.7 99.9 | 100.8 97.3 | 112.4 | cere= 98.7] 99.1 97.0 | ec-e- 100.0
Housefurnishings 99.0 99.6 | 100.8 97.7 98.3 99.5 96.6] 103.4 98.1 101.4 95.9
Household operation----c-coce-- 107.5 § 111.2 § 105.2 | 103,5 | 111.,1 | 103.9 104.07 108.9 | 114.6 113.1] 107.7

Apparel-cemeccccmraomcaiaaco 102,9 | 103.8 | 101.3 | 104,2 | 100.1 | 102,7 100.5§ 102,7 | 103.7 101,2]| 102.0
Men's and boys' - 103,2 | 101,4 | 101.9 | 102,8 | 103.6 ) 103.4 403.4| 104.6 | 104.2 102,2] 104.4
Women's and girls'------cocae-o 100.4 | 104.0 97.6 | 104,0 94,1 | 101.1 97.3] 98.7 | 101.6 96.8 98.0
Footwear 109.2 | 109.2 | 109.4 } 108.0 | 111,5 | 107.9 105.5] 111.1 | 109.5 116.5| 109.7
Other apparel----cerocccccccaao 100.8 99.8 99.2 | 101.7 96.9 99.1 | = 95.41 99.8 |102.7 100.2 97.4

Transportation: 106.8 | 108.8 | 104.1 } 100.0 | 105.3 | 112.9 3/‘,f106>;7' 105.3 | 109.0 ' 110.8| 105.9
Private--- 105.4 | 102,0 | 103.4 97.2 | 104,2 | 108,9 @105.2 107.0 | 107.9 106.5 | 104.9
Public 115.6 | 131.6 | 107.9 | 114.4 | 111.8 | 140.4 |* 117.9] 100.8 | 113.1 125.91 112.5

Medical care--=--c-cecsmemecono 114.6 113.0‘ 117.7 | 114.7 | 114.1 | 114,2 128.4) 114,7 | 120,5° | 122.3] 109.4

Personal care 106.8 | 107.1 | 107.1 | 107.5 | 111.9 | 103.3 107.0{ 104.6 | 107.3 103.4f 109.3

Reading and recreation----------- 110.0 [o116.0 | 100.9 | 106.9 | 112.6 | 103.3 115,0} 111,1 99.6 108.2| 113.6

Other goods and services----«-~-- 105.6 101.8 | 101.8 | 109.0 | 110.8 | 106.4 104,4] 104,0 | 104.3 105.1| 103.7

1 i
Percent change from April 192 to July 1962
All items--ceemvecncccaacemmomaves 0.3 0.1 -0.3 -0.3 0.3 0.5 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.3 0.9

Food - 4 .8 .1 0 1.9 - 4 .1 .3 1.2 .7 .6

Food at hOome==e=cee-sceccccoaee .3 .8 -.3 - .1 2.3 - .7 o4 0 1.1 .7 6
Cereals and bakery products-- .6 .2 -2.3 A .6 4.4 o6 0 1.1 .1 4.0
Meats, poultry, and fish----- .7 8 1.6 - .2 .7 1.2 - .5 o4 .2 1.9 1.0
Dairy productpe=-ese-ceccmaan - .2 2.0 1.0 -1.2 14.5 - .4 .2 -1.4 1.3 - .5 3
Fruits and vegetables- 1.2 2.8 ~1.9 2.1 |- .5 =5.1 2.7 1.4 3.7 2.5 .5
Other foods at home----=----- -1.1 - .9 -1.1 -1.1 - .7 2,2 - b - .8 - .2 -7 .8

dousingeeecenrsauos .2 - 4 -.5 - .3 5 1.0 0 .2 - .5 -7 .3
Redte=s-mcscocscoomcooccncroccan .3 31 o —ae .1 {1/ .3 .2 === |1/ .5 .2 .3
Gas and electricity-------ccca- .2 - .2 [} 6 6 .1 .2 -2 0 -4,0 0
Solid and petroleum fuels- =-2.6 4,9 =3.4 -3.9 - .8 o =3.4 -2.9 -8.7 ceaa 0
Sousefurnishings----ceceecnaaan - .3 - .5 - .7 - .4 o4 - .3 - .4 2 -1.0 - .4 - .5
rousehold operation--=-----=cue R .2 - .1 .5 - 4 R - .2 0 1.0 6 2

1]

Apparel-=------uc-—mo .2 .3 .3 - .3 -1.0 .3 0 5 - .5 o - .3
Men's and boys'---- 3| - .4 L] -9 .2 .1 0 .5 .1 .4 1.2
Women's and girls' .1 o7 0 .1 -2.1 .9 - .1 5 -1.3~ .3 -1.5
Footwear 0 .2 A4l L) -4 ) -6 .2 .3 -3 A1 - a
Other apparel--------cccrccceo- .5 o 1.7 - .l - .8 .3 - .6 5 1.2 .2 - .2

Transportation------ womsemeemeccas - 4 -1.3 «2,4 1 -3.4 -3.1 1.7 -1.6 4 - .4 -.1 2.4
Private -.6) -1,8| -3,0] -6,5| -3.7 2.1 | -1.8 6| - .5 - .1 2.8
Public 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Medical care .6 0 .3 1.1 .5 a .9 .5 3.5 5.2 .5

Personal care - S5 5 -.l 0 1.4 - .1 3 .1 - .6 - .6 6.3

Reading and recreation--eececea-- .5 .3 3 1.1 -9 .5 3.0 .5 -2,8 -1.6 4.6

Other goods and services~--~c-w-- .5 0 .2 6.5 2.6 .2 0 b .1 .1 .2

Change from May 1962 to July 1962
See revised indexes on page 2,

Revised index: April 1962=108.4,
Revised index: April 1962=107.1,

PRI ]
l\l\l\l\
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TABLE 5:

Consumer Prics Index--Food and its subgroups

July 1962 Indexes and Percent Changes, Jume 1962 to July 1962
U.8. city average and 20 large cities

Digitized for FRASER
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(1957-59=100)
Total food Total Cereals ,-d Meats, poulcery, Dairy Fruits snd Other
cley - bakary ; and ’:l.h ro:ut- vgo;ublut foods st ho:.
rceat reeant 'srcent rcent 'ercent 'ercent ercen!
Index | o | Index change Index | o . nee Todex| . nse Todex| \ nze | ™% | nenge | ™% chenge

U. 8. city average-- | 103.8| 0.3 102.4 0.3 107.9 0.5 |[100.8 1.1 103.5 0.8 109.9 | -1.8 94.1 0.7

Atlagtaececcccaceas. 102.9 |- .1 102.4 0 104.3 .2 j101.9 1.7 [102.4 | - .4 107.9 | -2.6 98.5 1.2

Baltimoree=cce-- 103.4 b 101.3 4 107.7 .3 |100.0 1.2 98.8 L] 109.5 | -1.0 95.0 1,2

Bostoneercccccccsnes | 104.3 .1 102,3 |- .2 108.1 .1 |102.4 -4 98.0 2.9 111.,2 | -3.3 94,8 6

Chicago- 105.7 5 105.0 «3 110.4 2.6 103.6 .6 110.5 1.8 110.1° | -3,2 95.8 .6

Cincinuati- 102.4 .9 101.3 .8 107.3 .1 100.8 2,3 (100.8 | - .3 109.0 .3 91.8 .2

Cleveland- 101.4 2 100.5 o 103.9 .3 [101.5 2.4 99.8 0 108.7 | =2.3 91.3 .3

Detroit- 101.2 .3 100.3 .3 105.0 .2 97.5 2,2 |106.1 2 105.1 | -2.9 93.2 1.3

Hougton--- 103.1 .9 100.8 1.1 107.2 .1 ]100.6 2.4 99.8 | - .2 107.3 1.7 92.9 .2

Kansas Citcy -= | 103,7 .7 103.0 .8 108.1 .7 98.8 1.0 | 108.3 2.4 111.5 | -1.2 95.2 1.3

los Angeleg---=<ves= }105,0(-1.0 102,8 {-1,2 118.3 [} 98.2 - .6 106.6 | - ,1 111.1 | -4.1 89.3 - .7

Miomeapolig-sscceee- | 102,5 2 101.1 0 104.3 .5 98.9 - .3 |102.6 | - .3 110.9 [} 93,2 .6

Hew York-eecoceoore= | 104,.8 1.1 102.3 1.3 108.8 - .1 101.5 2,0 | 102.3 2.2 108.0 .5 94,0 1.3

Mhiladelphiac-e==e== | 103.8] 1.2 102.3 1,2 105.8 N 99.8 1.5 102.3 1.9 110,7 § - .1 96.5 2,0

Pitesburgheeeceennee 1102,4 ) - .1 101,9 | - .2 106.5 .6 103.9 1.4 97.3 L] 108.3 | -4.1 95.4 .7

103,6 | - .6 -101,8 | - .8 104.3 .7 | 101.7 .9 104.9 0 110,3 | -4.6 92.5 - .8

102.8 .5 101.6 .6 104.6 .2 99,5 .6 102,7 | - .1 111.1 2,0 94,2 -1

105.5| - .4 104.0 | - .4 106.2 - .1 | 102.2 - .2 | 105.7 0 117.9 § -2.2 92.0 .7

103.1} - .4 101.9 | - .4 108.6 .6 99.8 - .3 99.4 | - .1 111.3 § -2.5 95.0 7

106.1} - .4 103,7 | - .9 107.0 - .2 | 102.7 - .5 106.8 | - .1 112.2 | -4.4 94.3 1.2

Wsshington, D, C.--- | 102.2} 1.1 100,8 1.4 | 109.1 .2 § 98.1 3,6 | 101,6 0 105.3 | - .8 | 95.2 2.8

TABLE 6: Conswasr Prics Index--Average rstail prices of sslected foods
U. 8, city average

Jul une - Jul, June

Yood snd unit 196; '1'962 Food end umit l96g Toes

Cereals sad baksry products: Cents Cents

Eemse Gente Frash--Continued -
Flour, vhest-r=srvecesccaaca=§ 1b, 57.0 56.9 Grapefruit ech 14.3 13.4
Biscuit mix------- ~==40 os. 47.7 47.9 Peaches * 1b. 17.8 *
’ i 16 os. 24,8 24.8 Strawberries Fee-cecccccecacoapt. * 29.4
Corn meal 1b. 14,1 14.0 Grapes, seedless *- 35.7 *

Rolled oats--=~c-=receccca---18 os. 23,8 23.7 Vistermelong ¥ecmcccccccacccaaalh, 4.6 7.5
Cora flakes--=--= == -==12 os. 27.2 27.0 Yo 10 1b. 78.0 72.2
Rics, short graizu- -=1b. 19.3 19.1 Sweet potetoeg---ccceccccccveclb, 18.4 18.1
Rice, long grain-- =1b. 21.5 21.5 Corn * d 74.4 91.6
Breed, whits 1b. 21,2 21.1 Oni 12.6 13.0
Soda k 1b. 31,1 31.0 Carrotgec-=ccececcccccccccacnaalb. 16.1 16.3
Sapdwich cookisgeccccccca---]§ os. 52,2 51.8 Lat head 16.5 19.6

Meats, poultry, ead fieh: . Celery 1b. 18.6 17.0

Round steak-reccracccsccccacaa-lb, 105.9 105.8 Cabbeg 1b. 9.0 12.6
108.7 108.1 T -~ 1b. 35.1 33.9
59.5 59.0 Beass, gree 1b. 19.4 29,1
82,6 82,3 Canned:
51.4 51,4 Orange juice-----cc-=--46 ox. can 41.4 42.0
147.1 147.5 Plosepple juice-c------46 os. can 32.5 32.2
Pork chops, cemter cat- 90.9 86.3 Peech #2§ can 33.3 33.2
Pork rosst-cccscccaccacanaccaaalb. 64,0 61,1 #2 cam 38.9 38.8
L-+on, sliced 1. 71.8 68.8 -#303 can 25.9 26.0
Ram, vhole 1b. 61.3 61.2 -#303 can | 20.0 20.0
Leab, leg b, 72.9 72.7 green--ccccccecccaafd0l cas 22,6 22,5
Fraakfert 1b. 62.9 62.7 #303 con | 15.6 15.7
Luach meat, ¢ d 12 es. 50.3 50.7 Toseto juice-cccccs-av-4f 0s. can 32.6 32.5
Frying chickess, resdy-te-coek-lb. 19,1 39.9 Beby foods=~ccecoc=c=cll to S O8. 10.8 10.8
Ocean perch, fillet, fressm----1b. 50.1 50.1 Bried:
Haddock, fillet, fresem=cececcclb, 55.4 55.3 Prunes 1b. 41.5 41.4
Salmon, pisk, =16 os. X E'? Beans . 1b. 17.4 17.3
Tune fish, cosmed---==s§ te 6§ os. H.i . Othor feods at home:

Dairy products: Tomgto Soup-=-~-~=-10§ to 11 oz. can 12.4 12.5
Milk, freeh, (grecery)eccencanagt, 26,2 23.9 Besse, with porkececcccecl$ 0z. com 14.9 14.9
M1k, frosh, (delivered)~=-----qt. 25.9 25.6 Pickles, slicedeccccccccncacc1$ 0s. 26.7 26.6
168 CrEgm-~eccccscsccscasancl gal. 85.5 8s5.5 Catsep, 14 os. 23.2 23.2

1, 74,7 74.8 Petste chips 4 os. 27.9 28.0
Chesse, Americem precess----<k 1b. 36.2 3.2 OCsffee 1b. can | 71.2 70.9
Milk, evaperated-ccc-a=lb) 0s. com 15.4 15.5 Coff 1b, beg 7.3 s7.1

Fruits sad vegetables: Cetffoe, 1 6 os. 89.0 89.3

Frosen: Tea bags-ccccocccccacccaspkg. of 16 2.4 2.5
Stravberries 10 es. 27.1 27.3 Cola drisk, cartea- aeaal2 os. $0.2 50.0
Ocange juice esmcemtrate---6 es. 20.1 20,2 Shortening, hydrogensted------3 1b. 89.2 90.1
L ) 6 o8. 13.2 13.5 Margarise, coleredeccccccccccscalb, 28.1 28.5
Poss, graemecccececescecsel o8, 20.9 20.9 Lerd . | 20,0 20.1
Seans, gr 9 os. 22,8 22,7 Saled dressisg . 38.5 38.3
Potstoes, fremch frisd-cc=9 es. 19.0 19.0 Pe - 1b. 57.7 57.6

Fresh: Sugar S 1b. 58.6 58.4
Apples 1b. 21,7 27.3 COTR Syrupeccccccccccccccccssdb 08. 27,3 27.2
Ben 1. 15.7 16.5 2.6 29,6
Ocsages, 8i5e 200eccecrecsc-des. n.2 74.5 4.5 4.3
Lensas N 18.8 19.1 fggs, Grade A, largeccccccceacades. 48.3 .5

Gelatin, flavored--------3 to & es. 9.9 9.8
& Priced enly ia sesssn.
. LADOR - D. C.



Brief Explanation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average changes in prices .of goods and
servicey usually bought by city families of wage earners and clerical workers. It 1is
based on prices of about 300 items which were selected so that thelr price changes would
represent the movement of prices of all goods and services purchased by wage and clerical
families; they include all of the important items in family spending. Prices for these
items are obtained in 46 cities which were chosen to represent all urban places in the
United States; they are collected from grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling
stations, and other types of stores and service establishments which wage-earner and
clerical-worker families patronize.

Prices of foods, fuels, and a few other items are obtained every month in all
46 cities. Prices of most other commodities and services are collected every month in
the 5 largest cities and every 3 months in other cities. Mail questionnaires are used
to obtain local transit fares, public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices, and
certain other items which change in price infrequently. Prices of most other goods and
services are obtalned by personal visits of the Bureau's trained representatives.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various items in each city are
averaged together with welghts which represent their importance in family spending. City
data are then combined in the total index with weights based on the 1950 populations of
cities they represent. Index numbers are computed on the base 1957-59 = 100.

The national index (the United States city average) includes prices from the
20 large citles for which separate indexes are published in this report, as well as
from the following 26 medium-sized and small cities:

Anna, Illinois Huntington, W. Virginia Pulaski, Virginia
Camden, Arkansas Laconia, New Hampshire Ravenna, Ohio
Canton, Ohio Lodi, California Rawlins, Wyoming
Charleston, W. Virginia Lynchburg, Virginia San Jose, California
Evansville, Indiana Madill, Oklahoma Sandpoint, Idaho
Garrett, Indiana Madison, Wisconsin Shawnee, Oklahoma
Glendale, Arizona Middlesboro, Kentucky Shenandoah, Iowa
Grand Forks, N. Dakota Middletown, Connecticut Youngstown, Ohio

Grand Island, Nebraska Newark, Ohio

Comparisons of city inaexes show only that prices in one city changed more or
less than 1n another. The city indexes cesunnot be used to measure differences in price
levels or in living costs between cities.

A description of the index and historical tables of index numbers for the
United States city average and for 20 large citlies are avallable on request to the
Burean of Labor Statistics in Washington or any of its regional offices (addresses below).
The historical tables for the U.S. include index numbers for All Items, Food, Apparel, and
Rent for periods from 1913 to date; and for other groups «f zoods and services from 1935 to

date,
BLS Reglonal Offices
Atlanta New York Chicagc Sen Francisco Boston
1371 Peachtree 341 Ninth Ave. 105 West Adsms St. 630 Sansome St. 18 Oliver St.
Street, N. E, Zone 1 Zone 3 Zone 11 Zone 10
Zone 9 .
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