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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Bureau of Labor Statistics
Washington 25, D. C.

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR OCTOBER 1961

The Consumer Price Index advanced by 0.1 percent between September
and Octobédr to 128.4 (1947-49=100), led by higher prices for new cars and a further small
increase for services, the United States Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics
reported today. Food prices averaged 0.2 percent lower with seasonal declines for fresh
fruits despite moderate gains for many other foods, The increase in the Consumer Price
Index last month, while establishing a new high, brought the index to a point only 0.9
percent above a year ago, marking the smallest October-to-October advance since 1955.

TRANSPORTATION The transportation index rose by 0.6 percent, chiefly as a result of

a 3.2 percent increase in dealers' selling prices of new cars. The
advance in new car prices reflected the reduction in price concessions granted by dealers
for 1962 models as compared with end-of-model-year prices for 1961 cars. Prices of used
cars increased again over the period due to continuing firm demand and relatively low
inventories of used cars. Gasoline prices dropped by 1.3 percent despite the ending of
price wars in some cities as seasonally lower demand and strong competitive price pressums
prevailed, Public transportation remained unchanged over the month,

FOOD A drop of almost 8 percent in average prices for fresh fruits was

mainly responsible for the 0.2 percent decline in average food prices.
All other major food sectors registered increases, with the exception of dairy products,
which remained unchanged. This marked the third successive small decrease in food prices
since they reached their seasonal peak in July. The index for all foods, at 120.9
(1947-49=100), was at the same level as in October 1960.

Apple prices were sharply lower as supplies increased seasonally
reflecting a total crop estimated to be about 17 percent above that of last year. Prices
of oranges and bananas also decreased as supplies expanded., With the exception of grapes,
which were 5 percent higher than a year ago, fruit prices averaged 4.5 percent lower than
in October 1960. Fresh vegetable prices rose by 0.8 percent higher, while prices of
processed fruits and vegetables showed little change on the average over the month.

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish averaged 0.3 percent higher in
October, for the first September-to-October increase in 10 years, The advance was due
largely to a contraseasonal increase in pork prices, but beef also averaged higher (0.3
percent) contraseasonally. Poultry prices dropped by 1.3 percent as supplies continued
to be heavy. The decline oi about 13 perceni in poultry prices over the past year was
the principal factor causing the October index for meats, poultry, and fish combined to
be 0.3 percent under a year ago.

Egg prices rose by 4.0 percent partly in response to seasonal
influences, However, average egg prices were approximately 11 percent below October 1960
levels, reflecting increased supplies produced by larger laying flocks and increased rate
of lay.

HOUS ING The housing index edged upward (0.1 percent) as small advances for

household operation, rent, and repairs and maintenance, together with
seasonal increases for solid and petroleum fuels, more than outweighed reductions for
housefurnishings, particularly major appliances. The increase in rents was widespread
among the cities and was attributed to higher property taxes and increased maintenance
costs. Detroit was the only large city to register a rent decrease which was accompanied
by an indication of increasing rates of rental vacancies. Higher maintenance and repair
costs to homeowners reflect both increased labor costs and higher prices of merchandise
and naterials.
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OTHER GROUPS Apparel prices rose by 0.3 percent, primarily as a result of ‘the

continued effects of introducing new fall lines and the return to
regular prices after early season sales for outerwear. Higher professional fees were
largely responsible for the 0.4 percent advance in the medical care index. Increased
prices for newspapers and movie admissions brought about a 0.3 percent rise in the reading
and recreation index,

OVER THE YEAR Approximately 60 percent of the 0.9 percent rise in the Consumer Price
SUMMARY Index over the past year resulted from higher charges for services,

particularly advances for health insurance and other medical services,
movie admissions, rent, and public transportation., The most significant influences
moderating the increase for services were lower average mortgage interest rates and stable
average prices for gas and electricity., Though service prices have continued to rise, the
rate of increase has slowed down in comparison with other recent years. The increase of
1.5 percent in the services index for the year ended in October 1361 represents the
smallest October-to-October increase since 1945, The commodity price index, influenced
mostly by the increase of nearly 16 percent in used car prices, was 0.5 percent higher in
October than a year ago. Average prices of durable commodities other than cars uere
generally lower over the year, while food prices averaged unchanged. The index for
nondurable commodities other than food was up slightly, representing the net effects of
higher prices for apparel, ncwspapers, and tobacco, and lower average gasoline prices,
reflecting strong competitive pressures and ample supplies.

COST~-0F-LIVING Approximately 930,000 workers are scheduled to receive cost-of-living
ADJUSTMENTS escalator increases, generally 1 cent per hour, on the basis of the

national index, Included among these wage earners are about 825,000
employees of automobile and farm equipment firms, and 75,000 workers in the aircraft-
missile industry. Most of the remainder are employed in a variety of metal working
establishments.
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TABIE 1: Consumer Price Index—-lnited States city average
Major group and subgroup indexes, October 1961
and percent changes from selected dates

(1947-49=100 unless otherwise specified)

Indexes Percent change to
Group October September September July October Year
1961 1961 1561 1961 1960 1939
All items 128.4 128.3 0.1 0.2 0.9 116.2
Food 120.9 121.1 - .2 - .9 0 156.7
Food at home 117.6 117.8 - .2 - 1.2 - .5 149.7
Cereals and bakery productsee—memememnee 140.2 139.7 4 .6 1.2 145.1
Meats, poultry, and fish 109.7 109.4 .3 1.8 - .3 163.7
product 119.0 119.0 0 .8 .5 139.0
Fruits and vegetables—=mee—muwemcnca— 122.9 126.5 - 2.8 -11.1 - 1.5 165.4
Other foods at home 109.8 108.9 .8 1.8 - 2.0 126.9
Food away from home (Jan, 1953=100)=wmw—m 122.4 122.3 .1 .7 2.5 Qa/n
Housing 2/ 132.7 132.6 .1 .2 N 7.4
Rent 144.1 143.9 .1 .3 1.1 66.4
Gas and electriocity 125.7 125,7 4] .1 1] 19.8
Solid and petroleun fuels =es—————ee——e—— 138.4 137.2 .9 1.8 1.7 145.4
H furnishing: 103.6 103.8 - W2 0 - .4 94.0
Household operatio: 139.2 138.9 .2 .1 .8 103.5
Apparel. 111.4 111.1 .3 1.4 N 112.2
Men's and boys! 112.2 111.9 .3 .6 Q 120.9
Women's and girla' 102.4 102.1 .3 2.4 .6 87.9
Poot 141.7 141.5 .1 .5 .9 181.7
Other apparel. 93.1 953.4 - .3 .2 - .9 12%.3
Transportati 150.3 149.4 .6 1.3 2.9 114.1
Private 137.9 136.9 .7 1.5 2.8 110.5
Publi 209 .4 209, o o4 4.1 157.6
Medical care- 162.5 161i.7 o4 .7 3.2 12:.
Fersonal car 132.0 133,53 - .2 - .2 0 124.C
Reading and recreatic 125.4 125.3 .3 1.0 2.9 95.90
Other goods and servi 133.8 135.8 0 .1 .8 €9.5
Special groupss
All items less food: 132.3 132.0 .2 .7 1.2 91.5
All items less shelt 126.0 125.8 .2 .2 1.9 127.4
Commodi ti: 118.8 1i8.7 .1 .1 .5 130.2
Nond bl 120.9 121.9 - .1 ~ .2 2 135.2
Food: 120.9 121.1 - .2 - .G 0 156.7
Nondurables less food 121.5 121.5 0 .7 .5 107.0
A 1. 111.2 111.0 .2 1.4 o 113.4
Apparel less footwear-—esev——ame— 105.9 105.7 .2 1.4 .2 1/)
Nondurables less food and apparel—— 130.3 130.4 - .1 .3 .6 $7.7
Durables 112.7 111.9 .7 1.1 1.6 96.7
New car 139.7 135.4 3.2z 2.5 1.0 145.1
Used cars (Jan. 1953=100) 97.3 26.6 .5 4.0 15.7 (¢7))
Durables less cars 102.1 102,1 o] 1] - .7 73.2
Commodities less food. 117.0 116.6 .3 .9 .9 97.0
Servi 153.4 153.2 .1 4 1.5 20.8
Rent- 144.1 145.9 .1 .3 1.1 66.4
Services less rent 155.8 155.6 .1 4 1.3 112.0
Household operation services, gas,
and electricity 141.0 140.8 .1 .2 .6 82.1
Transportation servicese——eec—eewannn 190.0 189.9 .1 .3 z.0 137.2
Medicel care services—e———e——concaner 170.5 169.8 4 .7 3.8 141.8
Other services 3/- 138.3 158.2 .1 .4 1.1 137.2
Purchasing power of the consumer dollar
(1947-49=$1..00). $0.779 $9.779 0 - .3 - .9 - 53.7

1/ Not available.
2/ Includes house purchase, interest, taxes, insurance, and upkeep, not shown separately.
and be E./y ;alude:1 house aggrch:;o, interest, taxes, insurance, and upkeep services; shoe repeirs, television rerairs, barber
au p services, movies,
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4 TABIE 2: Consumsr Price Index--All items indexsa and pesrcent changes, selected dates
U.S. oity average and 20 large cities

Indexes (1947-49=100 Porcent change to
(1947-49=100) S from —
October July October Year July October Year
City 1961 1961 1960 1939 1961 1960 1939
United States city averag 128.4 128.1 127.3 59.4 0.2 0.9 116.2
Cities priced monthly 1/
Chicag 131.3 130.9 130.7 58.6 .3 .5 124.1
Detroit 125.4 125.5 125.7 59.0 - .1 - .2 112.5
Los Angel 131.6 131.4 130.3 60.4 .2 1.0 117.9
New York 126.9 126.4 126.1 60,1 A .6 111.1
Philadelphia: 128.7 126.5 127.7 59.2 .3 .8 117.4
Cities prioed in January, April, October July October Year July October Year
July, October 2/ 1961 1961 1960 1939 1961 1960 1939
BOSEON==mmm = m=memmemamem e memm e 130.6 130.4 129.1 61.0 .2 1.2 114.1
Kansas City-=--r--memmocmcm e e e 129.4 129.8 128.2 61.7 - .3 .9 109.7
Minneapoligemmmeca o e oo 129.2 129.2 128.5 60.7 0 .5 112.9
Pittsburgh--«---- 129.4 129.6 129.0 58.1 - .2 .3 122.7
Portland, Oregon---sececemcrmmmesa e e maeeaao -‘ 129.6 129.3 127.2 58.3 .2 1.9 122.3
Cities prioed im March, Junes September June September Year June September Year
September, December 2/ 1961 1961 1960 1939 1961 1960 1939
Atlanta--==w-r-v-e-eccceme e cccaaoao 4 128.3 127.4 127.9 58.3 .7 .3 120.1
Baltimore-- -- 129.6 129.8 128.7 57.9 - .2 .7 123.8
Cincinnati- -- 125.4 124.6 124.8 58.4 .6 .5 114.7
St. louis-- -- 129.2 129.0 127.4 59.3 .2 1.4 117.9
San Francisco-~ce-wmcccm e 134.9 133.8 133.0 58.6 .8 1.4 130.2
Cities prioed in February, May, August May August Year May August Year
August, November 2/ 1961 1961 1960 1939 1961 1960 1939
Cleveland---e--c-=-mmeom oo oo cmacmcmcmeoees 128.7 127.9 127.4 59.2 .6 1.0 117.4
Houston--== - 126.3 126.1 126.1 59.5 .2 .2 112.3
Scranton- - 124.3 124.1 121.8 58.5 2 2.1 112.5
Seattle--w-c-c-one - 131.8 131.7 129.8 59.2 .1 1.5 122.6
Washington, D. C.e---m-ccooccmimmima e eem 125.2 124.3 123.2 60.4 .7 1.6 107.3
1/ Rents priced bimonthly.
2/ Foods, fuels, and & fev other items priced monthly; rents and other commodities and services priced quarterly.
TABIE 331 Consumer Price Index—-Peroent changes fram September 1961 to October 1961
U.S. oity average and five cities priced monthly
All itens and commodity groups
Resding Other
A1l Transpor- | Medical | Personal and goods &
City items Food Housing Apparel tation care care recreation | services
United States oity average—-| 0.1 - 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.6 0.4 - 0.2 0.3 0
Chicag .2 - 4 .1 - .2 1.5 1.9 0 - 0
Detroit ———— 4 N .2 .0 1.2 - .1 .1 R 0.1
Los Angel 3 .8 .1 - .3 - .1 0 - .1 0 .1
New York: .1 - .3 2 X .8 .1 - .7 .8 0
Fhiladelphise—emreammnee— .2 .2 0 .8 1.1 - .2 - .4 .3 .1
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TABIE 43 Consumer Price Index~-All items and commodity groups 5
October 1961 indexes and percent changes, July 1961 to October 1961
U.S. city average and 10 citios priced im October 1961
U.8. Boston | Chicago| Detroit] Kansas Los Minnea- New Pnila- |} Pitts- | Portland,
grewp City City ([Angeles polis York |delphia | burgh Oregon
Average
Indexes (1947-A92100)
All items 128.4 130.6 131,3 125.4 129.4 131.6 129.2 126.9 128.7 129.4 129.6
Yood 120,9 120.5 118.8 119.2 114.3 126.8 117.9 122.3 123.1 121.8 23.8
F00d &t BONS ==-c=ccmcorsmceas=e| 1176 116.3 115.7 116.1 110.6 120.5 114,1 117.7 119.2 120,90 120.0
Cereals and bakery products =-| 140,2 134,2 133.5 129.9 136.5 155.0 137.5 149,5 139.,7 142,5 144.,0
Msats, poultry, amd 2igh =e===| 109.7 110.9 104.3 104.8 103,2 109.5 103.0 109.2 109.8 112.3 113.8
Dairy product 119.0 111.9 124.4 121.3 111.4 117.1 109.2 120.3 124,7 115.2 124,3
Fruits and vegetables ==--==e=| 122 9 127.8 118.1 121.4 111.8 135.5 122.9 119.2 123,5 120.0 119.0
Other foods at howe -eew-=see=| 109.8 104.7 116.1 110.8 103.5 106, 3 114.5 108.9 110.2 121.6 112.4
Nousing 132.7 143.5 141.6 125.,5 130.8 140.8 130.7 132.5 126.5 132.3 131.8
Rent 1441 161.4 -— 139.1 145.6 -—— 159.9 138.9 - 137.0 140.7
Gas and electricity ==wereceme-s| 125.7 118.7 130.1 122.8 129.3 148.,2 136.4 122.7 106.7 144.9 104,6
Solid and petroleum fuelsme-—==e| 138.4 147.4 141,2 129.0 137.6 .- 132.7 144,8 133.3 136.0 141.4
Housefurnishings —---e-eeeceew==| 103.6 102,2 102.6 107.2 100,2 102.0 95,8 107.6 108.4 109.2 101.3
Jousehold operation =-e-eececewe| 139,2 138.0 138.8 124.5 145.6 128.2 135.5 139.6 148.5 152.8 134.8
Apparel 111.4 109.4 113.9 109.3 108.5 111.7 108.3 110.9 112.8 108.2 115.7
Nen's and bOYS' ecencwccceccseee=| 112,2 107.3 116.6 112.4 113.3 114,7 111.4 112.7 112.0 107.9 117.4
Women's and girls' e-cemvecmewes| 102.4 103.1 102.5 98.8 98.9 102.4 99.7 99.4 105.1 98.3 104.9
b 141.7 135.3 145.6 136.9 134.2 142.3 134.0 146.6 141.4 138.7 148.9
Other apyarel 93.1 101.7 96.4 87.8 87.0 83.9 89.8 98.0 96,7 100.5 99.3
Transportation ~ees-ce=ccmescecces=| 150.3 151.2 159.8 138.3 151.9 149.5 132.9 149.6 161.0 165.8 146.1
Private: 137.9 |145.0 140.7 130.7 136.8 140.1 125.1 131.3 138.2 137.1 139.6
Fublic 209.4 169.1 205.4 179.1 258.9 216.3 199.1 191.0 211,6 256.0 201.0
Nedical care 162.3 168.9 173.3 171.8 182.2 154.1 229.2 150.8 170.6 176.7 153.7
Personal Care =essemecceswsease=es | 134,0 136.8 139.6 142.2 134.1 135.1 137.9 123.4 143.9 12°.7 135.0
Reading and recreation 125.4 129.5 123.1 119.2 143.0 104.0 133.8 129.8 123.2 118.2 134.7
Other goods and services ===ee====| 133.8 127.6 123.9 137.5 134.5 132.7 137.6 131.9 134,1 133.4 131.7
Percent change from july 1961 to October 1961
All items 0.2 0.2 0.3 | -0.1 |[-0.3 0.2 0 0.4 0.3 |- 0.z 0.2
Tood - .9 - 1.2 - 1.1 - 2.1 - 1.6 .6 - 1.1 - .2 - 1.0 - 1.5 .2
P00d ot BOME ~cmeccecveccnceewen |- 1,2 |- 1,7 - 1.4 |- 2.4 |- 2.3 7 |- 1.3 - .8 |-1.2 |- 1.6 .3
Cereals asd bakery produats == 6 - .1 .7 .2 1.2 1.2 1.7 .8 1.0 1.6 3.4
Neats, poultry, and figh -=ce- 1.8 2.3 1.6 1.8 1.6 2.5 1.6 1.8 1.4 2.4 3.8
Dairy product .8 - .6 2.0 1.3 - 4.8 1.6 0.1 2.2 2.6 - 2.3 .8
Fruits and vegetables =ceccce=| -11.1 -11.0 -13,7 -1¢.1 -12.6 - 3.7 -13.0 -10.8 -12.6 -14,2 - 9.1
Other foods at home =cecccrcea 1.8 2 2.3 2.5 1.8 1.9 2.9 1.9 1.8 2.4 1.4
Howsing .2 1.1 4 .1 .3 .3 .1 A A R T A
Rent .3 1.1 - 1/-.9 0 —-- .1 1/.4 —-- .1 .2
Gas and glectricity ~--cemmoccan .1 3} a7 2 1. s 0 0 .1 0 0 0
Solid and petroleum fuelsveseeas 1.8 1.5 .8 2.0 [¢] —-- 3.0 1.5 4.7 .7 N
Nousefurnishings ==-=ececrcccses 4] .1 9 1- 3 1- .5 S5 (= .6 .1 1- .3 1.2 - .5
Household operation =eecececrcswes .1 .1 .3 .6 6 f- .5 .2 - .1 .1 .3 - 1.0
Apparel 1.4 1.9 1.5 1.4 W& - .6 2,3 2.4 3.7 1.2 .3
Men's and boOys' =ecececccceccone .6 .6 .1 2.6 VIR R .9 4 301 a1 .3
Vemen's aMd girls' =~cocrccceses 2.4 3.3 3.9 1.2 1,0 |- .9 4.3 4.4 7.2 4.7 .9
¥ .5 W4 -~ .5 -~ G A - .3 R 1.4 1.4 - .8 - .2
Other apparel .2 .2 .5 .7 6 f- 1 1.7 1.7 1.9 .5 - 1.2
Tramsportation 1.3 - .8 1.8 4.0 - 2.3 - .3 R .9 .6 1.5 1.0
Private 1.5 |- 1.0 2.3 5.9 |- 2.6 ]~ .3 RA 1.1 .7 1.7 1.2
Fublie oo 0 3 J 0 0 3 0 0 9 0
Nedical care .7 .5 1.9 .2 L& RA .1 .5 o .1 « .3
NTrSoEA) GATE crraccccccccresseene |- 2 W4 1.1 v |- .4 |- 1.0 .5 - 7 - 3 - 2 - .0
and recreation =e-ccccncee 1.0 .1 ~ W2 |- Ly 1. - 2 |- . 1.5 401 3 3.3
Other goells and services --ececomee .1 o )- .2 ]- .4 1.4 |- .3 .2 .1 .1 .5 .1

1/ Change from August 1961 to
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TABLE 5:

Consumer Price Index -~ Food and its subgroups

October 1961 indexes and percent changes, September 1961 to October 1961
U.S. city average and 20 large cities
(1947-49=100)
Total food Total Cereals and Meats, poultry, Datry Fruits and Other
ity food at home bakery products and fish products vegetables foods at home
Index FOroert | Index |Faroent| index |PATCent! ngex orange’| mndex [ESRSent| rndex | FArcent| pnaex s

U.S. city average --- |120.9 |- 0.2 }117.6 |- 0.2 j140.2 0.4 [109.7 0.3 [119.0 0 {122.9 1- 2.8 | 109.8 0.8

Atlanta ----«- 119.2 .1 117.3 - .1 |127.1 0 {112.6 - 4 |117.4 - 0.2 130.8 |- 2.0 108.0 1.9

Baltimore 122.2 .5 |116.7 .5 1135.5 .2 |110.5 .5 ]117.5 -1 1 120.6 0.6 | 109.8 1.0

Boston --- 120.5 {- .1 }f116.3 |- .1 {134.2 0 110.9 1.0 j111.9 }- .5 | 127.8 |~ .9 1104.7 | - .4

Chicag 118.8 |- .4 J115.7 |- .7 }133.5 |- .1 J104.3 |- .1 |124.4 .2 | 118.1 |- 5.1 | 116.1 1.2

Cincinnati --- 121.2 .3 j118.2 4 |140.6 5.8 [111.3 }- 1.1 {117.1 0 | 125.2 }- .9 | 111.6 .8

Cleveland -- 115.6 |- .8 112.3 - .9 |133.0 .3 ]104.1 - 1,0 {110.7 .1 114.4 §- 4.4 111.1 1.0

Detroit -- 119.2 40 j116,1 W40 1129.9 .2 1104.8 .3 1121.3 W4 | 12104 §- 1.1 | 110.8 2.1

Houston 116.8 |- .2 113.2 - .5 }128.6 .1 J104.7 .1 §110.2 - 4.9 128.8 .1 105.5 .9

Kansas City -e------- 114.3 |- .2 110.6 - .4 }136.5 1.3 {103.2 .7 {111.4 - 2.1 111.8 - 3.1 103.5 .7

los Angeles --------- 126.6 .8 120.5 .9 fi55.0 2.3 {109.5 3 1117.1 - .2 135.5 A 106.3 2.3

Mi polis 117.9 .3 114.1 .5 1137.5 - .1 1103.0 .5 §109.2 .1 122.9 .1 114.5 1.7

New York =-----e--w-- 122.3 - .3 117.7 = 4 [149.5 - .5 1109.2 .7 ]120.3 - .2 119.2 |- 3.4 108.9 .6

Philadelphia -1123.1 .2 ]119.2 .3 1139.7 .4 1109.8 1.3 J124.7 2.2 | 123.5 |- 3.5 |110.2 .6

Pittsburgh ------ -1121.8 |- .2 120.0 - .2 |142.5 .3 4112.3 - .6 |115.2 - .1 120.0 - 2.8 121.6 1.8

Portland, Oreg. -1123.8 |- .2 120.0 - 311440 .6 |113.8 - .6 ]124.3 2 119.0 §- 3.0 112.4 .9

St. Louis ------- -1123.8 |- .2 115.0 - .3 11241 - .2 1106.6 01]111.8 2 125.4 {- 2.6 116.1 .5

San Francisco - -1126.3 .1 122.6 0 1153.2 - .1 1114.8 - .31t1122.0 - .1 136.8 4 106.7 .2

Scranton -------- -|116.2 } .2 }114.4 }- .2 Y136.8 |- .2 }108.3 |- .7 |113.9 .1 ] 112.7 - .8 |108.7 .8

Seattle -]125.2 .1 121.4 0 J152.1 .2 113.6 0 ]|125.4 .1 127.1 |- .7 108.0 .7

Washington, D.C, ----]120.3 }- 1.0 116.8 1" 1,2 1140.4 1.1 [106,0 - 1.1}121.9 = .1 116.6 |- 6.3 112.2 A

TABLE 6: Consumer Price Index -- Average retail prices of selected foods
U.S. city average
Food and unit Oiggier SEI{;;Tber Food and unit Oiggger Sell’;z‘fber
Cereals and bakery products: Cents Cents Cents Cents
Fresh--Continued

Flour, wheat we--ceccmccccran-" 5 1. 55.5 55.8 * cecmcoeeecean 16.

Biscult mik ece-woeoemaoacmnee 4o oz, 47.9 47.9 g“"ff“':t e 6.7 12;

Macaroni --- --= 15 oz 23.7 23.3 Strawberries * ccooeeeenne oo :

Corn meal ---c-euo-ce-ovoonnnom- 1. 13.5 13.4 Grapes, seedless * -, 24.6 23.1

Rolled oats - ---18 ez, 22.5 22.5 Watermelons ¥ -ooec -

Corn flakes ------ .z, 26.8 26.7 POLAtoes ~—ccoan 1 1b, 56.6 59.4

Rice, short grain 1k, 18.6 18.5 Sweet potatoes - 14.3 16.7

Rice, long grain - - 1b. 29,7 20.7 * 59.3

Bread, white -- -1, 21.0 21.8 9.9 10.5

Soda crackers --- 28,3 29.9 14.7 15.2

Sandwich cookies 51.9 52.2 16.9 15.9

Meats, poultry, and fish 13.4 12.7
Round steak --- 132.7 102.8 7.0 8.1
Sirloin steak - 136.2 106.6 22.7 19.2
Chuck roast --- 53.2 57.1 Beans, green ----e--c----- . 21.5 20.1
Rib roast --ceemceecacecacanaan- 79.5 79.3 Canned:

Hamburger b, 59.6 50.5 Orange juice ==-w=o- 48.8 48.9
Veal cutlets ececeeccaccccacacean 1b, 142.3 142.4 Pineapple juice 32.5 32.9
Pork chops, center cut 1>, 90.2 90.1 Peaches =----- 32,5 32.7
Pork roast ---e--c--ccaoeo bLN 64.5 64.3 { Pineapple 38.6 38.6
Bacon, sliced --c-ceueo- s, 76.5 75.0 1 Fruit cocktail -- 26.3 26.5
Ham, whole <veveocecrocoocoucooos . 60.6 61.6 Corn, cream style ~--- #303 can 20.7 21.1
Lamb, leg Yo, 69.1 69.2 Peas, green ----emecoe= ean 22.2 22.1
Frankfurters --ecc-ccnecmncannan 1o, 63.% 62.9 Tomatoes =~-- ean 15.9 15.8
Luncheon meat, canned weee--- 12 oz, 59.7 50.7 Tomato juice ™ 32.4 32.7
Frying chickens, ready-to-cook - 1p, 35.8 36.2 Baby foods =-c=cccan *Z. 10.5 10.4
Ocean perch, fillet, frozen ---- 1b, 47.9 47.7 Dried:

Haddock, fillet, frozen ~=-1b, 54,4 54.4 1b. 41.9 41,8
Salmon, pink, canned mcer--c--16 oz, 76.1 75.5 In, 17.2 17.1
Tuna fish, canned cecen-- 6 to 6% oz, 32.5 32.0 Other foods at home:

Dairy products: Tomato Soup ««-- 10% te ll-ez, ean 12.4 12.3
Milk, fresh, (grocery) ~-------- 26,7 24.7 Beans,with pork ------ 16-ez, ean 14.9 14,9
Milk, fresh, (delivered) - 26.% 26.4 Pickles, sliced -e--m-oca- 15 oz, 26.6 26.5
ICe Creadm --c---ecsaccccammmnan + gal, 86.1 TP Catsup, tomato - - 14 oz, 22.b 22.9
Butter Ide 76.3 76.3 Potato chips -« e 4 o2, 27.7 28.0
Cheese, American process ----- # 1, 36.3 36.2 Coffee ammmm-~ = 1b, eon 72.7 73.1
Milk, evaporated --------- l4j-ez. can 15.8 15.8 Coffee --~ -~ 1b. beg 57.8 58.7

Fruits and vegetables: Coffee, instant ---m-e--= 6 o2z, 93.1 92.¢
Frozen: Tea bags ~-=------- vz, ot 16} 24.5 24,5

Strawberries ~=----cec-caece 10 2. 27.1 27.0 Cola drink, carton ------- 36 oz, 31.0 31.9
Orange julce concentrate --- 6 oz, 24.2 24,2 Shortening, hydrogenated -- 3 1p. 91.0 92.0
Lemonade concentrete 13.8 13.7 Margarine, colored =~--e---- 33, 28.9 29.0
Peas, green =---~=--=- 20.3 20.2 Lard ~-cevmcncceen == 1, 20.4 20.4
Beans, green -~«e-ce-co 22.6 22.7 Salad dressing -= pte 2e.2 22,1
Potatoes, french fried ----- 9 oz, 19.6 10,7 Peanut butter - -- 1B, 55.7 55.7
Fresh: Sugar ------- -5 1s, 58.4 58.2
Apples —cr-eecccacnan- 12.6 17.6 Corn syrup -- == 24 oz, 27.1 27.0
B - 15.7 16.2 Grape jelly ---- -+ 12 ez, 20.3 29.2
Oranges, size 200 21,8 84,7 Chocolate bar e--ceccerean- 1 ez, 4,5 4.5
Lemons —c-a-cocmncccnn crmnaan 19.1 18.7 Eggs, Grade A, large ------ dez. 61.8 59.3
Gelatin, flavored ----- 3 ta 4 0z, 9.7 9.7

* Priced only in saason.
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Brief Explanation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average changes in prices of goods and
serviceg usually bought by city families of wage earners and clerical workers. It is
baged on prices of about 300 items which were selected so that their price changes would
represent the movement of prices of all goods and services purchased by wage and clerical
families; they include all of the important items in family spending. Prices for these
items are obtained in 46 cities which were chosen to represent all urban places in the
United States; they are collected from grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling
stations, and other types of stores and service establishments which wage-earner and
clerical-worker families patronize.

Prices of foods, fuels, and a few other items are obtained every month in all
46 cities. Prices of most other commodities and services are collected every month in
the 5 largest cities and every 3 months in other cities. Mail questionnaires are used
to obtain local transit fares, public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices, and
certain other items which change in price infrequently. Prices of most other goods and
services are obtained by personal visits of the Bureau's trailned representatives.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various items in each city are
averaged together with weights which represent their importance in family spending. City
data are then combined in the total index with weights based on the 1950 populations of
cities they represent. Index numbers are computed on the base 1947-49 = 100.

The national index (the United States city average) includes prices from the
20 large cities for which separate indexes are published in this report, as well as
from the following 26 medium-sized and small cities:

Anna, Illinois Huntington, W. Virginia Pulasgki, Virginia
Camden, Arkansas Laconia, New Hampshire Ravenna, OChio
Canton, Ohio Lodi, California Rawlins, Wyoming
Charleston, W. Virginia Lynchburg, Virginia San Jose, California
Evensville, Indiana Madill, Oklshoma Sandpoint, Idaho
Garrett, Indiana Madison, Wisconsin Shawnee, Qklahoma
Glendale, Arizona Middlesboro, Kentucky Shenandoah, Iowa
Grand Forks, N. Dakota Middletown, Connecticut Youngstown, Ohio

Grand Island, Nebraska Newark, Ohio

Comparisons of city indexes show only that prices in one city changed more or
less than in another. The city indexes cannot be used to measure differences in price
levels or in living costs between cities.

A description of the index and historical tables of index numbers for the
United States city average and for 20 large cities are available on request to the
Buresu of Labor Statistics in Washington or any of its regional offices (addresses below).
The historical tables include index numbers for All Items, Food, Apparel, and Rent for
periods from 1913 to date; and for other groups of goods and services from 1935 to date.

BLS Regional Offices

Atlanta New York Chicago Sen Francisco Boston
1371 Peachtree 341 Ninth Ave. 105 West Adems St. 630 Sansome St. 18 Oliver St.
Street, N. E. Zone 1 Zone 3 Zone 11 Zone 10
Zone 9
LABOR - D. C.
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MEMORANDUM
TO ¢ Users of the Consumer Price Index
FROM : Ewan Clague, Commissioner
SUBJECT: ' The CP1 and Problems of Quality Change
The November 1961 issue of the Monthly Labor Review will contain
an article on "The CPI and Problems of Quality Change.," This article is

a frank and full discussion of the methods now used by the BLS to take
quality changes into account in calculating the Consumer Price Index,

Since the quality change problem is one of great current interest,
arrangements have been made to have reprints of the article available,
Single copies of the reprint will be sent without charge to users of the
index, until the supply is exhausted. If you wish a copy, please fill out
and mail the form below to any of the following Bureau of Labor Statistics
regional offices:

18 Oliver St. 341 Ninth Avenue 1371 Peachtree St., N.E.
Boston 10, Mass, New York 1, N, Y. Atlanta 9, Ga,
105 West Adams St, 630 Sansome St,
Chicago 3, Ill, San Francisco 11, Calif,
or to the

Department of Labor
Bureau of Labor Statistics
Washington 25, D, C.

(detach) (detach)

Please send me a copy of the reprint on "The CPI and Problems of
Quality Change,"

(Signature)

(Address)

U, S. Department of Labor
Bureau of Labor Statistics

Digitized for FRASER
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THE DIMENSIONS OF MAJOR WORK STOPPAGES, 1947-59

An analysis of major strikes since the enactment of the Taft-Hartley
Act, including:

* Prevalence

* Types of disputes

* Industries involved
* States involved

* puration

* Issues

* Disposition of issues

Plus a 29-page listing of the major work stoppage$s in more than 80 com-
panies and associations.

(41 pages)

Order as BLS Bulletin 1298 and send check or money order to any of
these Bureau of Labor Statistics regional offices:

18 Oliver Street 341 Ninth Avenue 1371 Peachtree Street, NE,
Boston 10, Mass, New York 1, N.Y, Atlanta 9, Ga,
105 West Adams Street 630 Sansome Street
Chicago 3, Ilil. San Francisco 11, Calif,
or to the

Superintendent of Documents
U.S. Govermment Printing Office
Washington 25, D. C.

Price, 30 cents a copy

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS

ORDER FORM

Enclosed find $ (check or money order). Please send me copies of
BLS Bull, 1298, The Dimensions of Major Work Stoppages, 1947-59, 30 cents
a copy. (Twenty-five percent discount on orders of 100 copies or more.)

Name

Street Address

City, Zone, State

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
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Health and Insurance Plans Under Collective Bargaining

Provisions of 300 large plans covering approximately 5 million workers are analyzed in 2 new
bulletins, which completes the Bureau’s series of 5 bulletins dealing separately with various
components of health and insurance plans under collective batgaining.

MAJOR MEDICAL BENEFITS, FALL 1960 (BLS Bull. 1293) describes supplementary and com-
prehensive major medical benefits, including:

—Type and amount of the deductible
—Amount of coinsurance
—Length and application of the benefit period
—Maximum benefit payable
(Price, 20 cents)

LIFE INSURANCE AND ACCIDENTAL DEATH AND DISMEMBERMENT BENEFITS, EARLY
SUMMER 1960 (BLS Bull. 1296) includes a detailed analysis of:

—Amount of life insurance provided active workers under flat
and graduated benefit plans
—Amount of life insurance extended to retired workers
—Permanent and total disability provisions
—Amount of accidental death benefit provided active workers
(Price, 25 cents)

To order these bulletins send check or money order to the Superintendent of Documents, U.S.
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C., or to any of the following Bureau of Labor

Statistics regional offices:

18 Oliver Street 34] Ninth Avenue 1371 Peachtree Street, NE. 105 West Adams Street 630 Sansome Street
Boston 10, Mass, New Yotk 1, N.Y. Atlanta 9, Ga. Chicago 3, Il San Francisco 11, Calif.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS

ORDER FORM

Enclosed find § ____ {check or money order). Please send me the following:

BLS Bull. 1293 — Major Medical Benefits, Fall 1960 (20 cents) copies
BLS Bull. 1296 — Life Insurance and Accidental Death and Dismemberment Benefits,
Early Summer 1960 (25 cents) _______ copies

Name

Address

City, Zone, and State

Digitized for FRASER
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SUBCONTRACTING CLAUSES IN MAJOR COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENTS

An analysis of 1,687 major collective bargaining agreements affect-
ing 7,500,000 workers, with details by industry:

* Prevalence of subcontracting provisions

* Provisions covering subcontracting of

production work

* Provisions covering subcontracting of

construction, maintenance, and other
services

* Enforcement of subcontracting provisions

(33 pages)

Order as BLS Bulletin 1304 and send check or money order to any of
these Bureau of Labor Statistics regional offices:

18 Oliver Street 341 Ninth Avenue 1371 Peachtree Stree*, NE,
Boston 10, Mass. New York 1, N.Y. Atlanta 9, Ga,
105 West Adams Street 630 Sansome Street
Chicago 3, Ill. San Francisco 11, Calif,
or to the

Superintendent of Documents
U.S. Government Printing Office
Washington 25, D.C.

Price, 30 cents a copy

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS

ORDER FORM

Enclosed find $ (Check or money order), Please send me copies
of BLS Bull, 1304, Subcontracting Clauses in Major Collective Bargaining

Agreements, 30 cents a copy. (Twenty-five percent discount on orders of
100 copies or more.)

Name

Street Address

City, Zone, State

Digitized for FRASER
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