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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Bureau of Labor Statistics
Washington 25, D. C.

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR AUGUST 1961

The Consumer Price Index declined by 0.1 percent between July and
Apgust o 128.0 {1947-49=100), the United States Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor
Statistics reported today. Seasonally lower food prices, especially for fresh fruits and
vegetables, were the principal cause of the decrease. Prices averaged slightly higher for
both nonfood commodities and for services, Transportation showed the most significant
increase over the month. There was a small decline for housing, and apparel prices
averaged unchanged.

In the first eight months of 1961, consumer prices have advanced by
approximately 0.5 percent, less than during any comparable period since 1955. This
advance has resulted largely from steady increases for services and for used cars. Except
for seasonal variations, food prices have been relatively stable in 1961 as a moderate
decline in beef prices and a sharp drop in poultry prices offset increases for other
foods. Compared with a year ago, average retail prices of consumer goods and services
have advanced by 1.1 percent, led by higher charges for services.

FOOD A decline of 0,7 percent in average retail food prices in August

erased most of the advance recorded in July and brought the average
back to approximately the levels prevailing during the early months of 1961. Lower prices
for fresh fruits and vegetables accounted for most of the drop in prices of food purchased
for home consumption; however, prices of restaurant meals also declined for the first time
since December 1958.

Fresh vegetables registered a sharp decrease of 13 percent as
reductions were recorded for all vegetables priced. Among the most significant reductions
were decreases of about 38 percent in prices of sweet corn, 25 percent for tomatoes, and
11 percent for potatoes, as market supplies climbed to seasonal peaks. The 1961 potato
crop is estimated to be about 8 percent above last year's, and August prices were about
10 percent below a year ago.

Price movements for fresh fruits were mixed, but averaged lower, as
price advances for oranges, grapefruit and peaches were offset by lower prices for other

fruits, Compared with August 1960, prices of fruits and vegetables were 4.0 percent
higher.

An increase of 1.5 percent in pork prices, reflecting seasonally low
supplies, was largely responsible for the 0.5 percent rige in average prices of meats.
Prices of frying chickens increased slightly over the period for the second small rise
from the record low prices prevailing in June. Production, however, was at new highs for
this time of the year. Compared with August 1960, the meats, poultry, and fish index has
declined by 2.6 percent, led by a drop of nearly 14 percent for chickens.

Higher fluid milk prices reflected seasonal factors, increased mini-
mum returns to farmers set by Federal marketing orders, and increased processing and
distribution costs. Only fractional changes were recorded in average prices of manu-
factured dairy products. Over the year, prices for milk sold in grocery stores have not
changed, but delivered milk increased by 1.3 percent. Among manufactured dairy products
cheese prices rose 6.9 percent, with ice cream the only product to register a decrease.

NONFOOD Higher prices for used cars and gasoline were the major factors
COMMODITIES responsible for the 0.1 percent rise in the index for commodities

other than food. Seasonally higher prices for women's apparel and
for solid and petroleum fuels, accompanied by an increase in newspapers prices, also
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contributed to the slight rise. Among the more important moderating factors were lower
prices for household textiles, laundry soap and detergents, and men's and boys' apparel.

The 2.7 percent increase in used car prices represented the largest
advance between July and August since the series was introduced in 1953. The lower volume
of new car sales in 1961 resulted in a scarcity of trade-in cars on dealers' lots, with
consequent strengthening in used car prices. Trade sources estimate that, as of September
1, dealers' stocks of used cars were at the lowest levels since October 1958. Gasoline
prices rose seasonally on the average, in spite of sharp price reductions in a few cities.

Seasonally higher prices for fall lines of women's and girls' dresses
were chiefly responsible for the small advance in prices of women's and girls' apparel.
Higher prices for women's shoes reflected higher wholesale costs to retailers in a few
cities. Offsetting these advances, however was an 0.4 percent decline for men's clothing
following sales prices of summer apparel. August white sales resulted in lower average
prices for textile housefurnishings.

SERVICES The principal increases contributing to the continued upward price

trend for services over the month were advances in movie admissions,
home purchase, professional medical fees, and public transportation. Price changes for
other service items were relatively minor,

Higher prices for movie admissions were partially caused by higher
admissions charged for the showing of special features in several cities. The cost of
home ownership increased slightly in August, with the advance attributed to increased
demand for homes and higher labor and material costs of maintenance and repairs. However,
mortgage interest rates continued to decline,

COST-OF-LIVING As a result of the August index, 1l- or 2-cent per hour cost-of-living

ADJUSTMENTS increases are scheduled for 120,000 workers whose quarterly reviews
of their cost-of-living escalator allowances are tied to the August

index. About 100,000 will receive l-cent increases, including about 85,000 employees

engaged in aircraft-missile production. About 20,000 employees of an aircraft firm and

a number of smaller metalworking firms are scheduled for a 2-cent-an-hour increase.

Contracts for some 580,000 workers in the basic steel and related
industries provide for a review of the cost-of-living escalator allowance on the basis of
the August index. The index is above the level necessary to provide the maximum 3-cent
increase in the amount allowable under these contracts, but it is not known at this time
whether all or part of this increase will be paid to the workers in cash beginning on
October 1 or will go to offset increases in insurance costs. In December 1960, the 3-cent
increase in the cost-of-living allowance was used to offset projected increases in
insurance costs for an earlier period.

NOTE Page 9 of this report contains tables of indexes of consumer prices
and comparative living costs for Anchorage and Fairbanks, Alaska.

These data are the initial results of a continuing study of consumer prices and compara-
tive living costs in Anchorage and Fairbanks made by the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
These indexes are calculated twice yearly on a May-October cycle. As a convenience to
users of the Alaska indexes, the tables will be printed in the first full monthly report
of the Consumer Price Index issued after their release. Press releases containing only
the Alaska indexes will be issued immediately after calculation is completed. Persons
interested in obtaining the press releases, which contain analytical material as well as
the tables of indexes, may be placed upon the mailing list, upon request to the Regional
Director, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 630 Sansome Street, San Francisco 11, California.
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TABLE 1t Consumer Price Index--Unmited States city average
Major group, subgroup, and special group indexes, August 1961
and percent changes from selected dates

(1947-49=100 unless otherwise specified)

Indexse Percent change to August 1961 from --
T
Group August July July May August Year
1961 1961 1961 1961 1960 1939
A1l items 128.0 128.1 - 0.1 0.5 1.1 115.5
Food 121.2 122.0 - RA 0.9 157.3
Food at hol 118.2 119.0 - A .7 151.0
Cereals and bakery products 139.6 139.4 .1 - .1 1.4 144.1
Meats, poultry, and fish 108.4 107.8 .6 - .3 - 2.6 160.6
Dairy producte 118.5 118.0 A .9 1.6 138.0
Fruits and vegetables—e——————oouee 132.4 138,27 - 4.2 .2 4.0 186.0
Other foods at home- 107.6 107.9 - .3 1.7 1.0 122.3
Food away from home (Jan, 1953=100)—-—- | 121.5 121.6 - .1 .5 2.0 /)
Housing 2/ 132.3 132.4 -1 .1 .6 73.9
Rent . 143.6 143.6 0 .1 1.2 65.8
Gas and electricity 125.6 125.6 0 - .5 .6 19.7
Solid and petroleum fuelgrmmmmmmmmmea———.—— 136.9 135.9 .7 .3 2.6 142.7
Housefurnishing 103.2 103.6 - 4 - .3 - .3 93.3
Household operatiom 138.8 139.1 - .2 .1 .9 102.9
apparel 109.9 109.9 0 .3 .5 109.3
Men's and boys' 111.1 111.5 - 4 - 5 .5 118.7
Women's and girls'’ 100.2 100.0 .2 9 .5 83.9
Footwear 141.2 141.0 .1 .3 .9 180.7
Other apparel. 92.9 92.9 0 .1 - .2 128.8
Transportation 149.3 148.3 .7 1.8 2.1 112.7
Privat 136.8 135.9 .7 1.9 1.8 108.9
Public 209.1 208.5 .3 1.3 4.9 157.2
Medical car 161.4 161.2 1 .6 3.0 122.3
Personal car 134.2 134.3 - .1 .3 .3 125.2
Reading and recreation 124.4 124.1 .2 A 2.1 97.5
Other goods and services—-———————mmmeomeeew 133.6 133.6 0 4 .9 89.2
Special groups:
All items less food 131.6 131.4 .2 .5 1.2 90.4
A1l items less shelter: 125.6 125.7 - 1 .6 1.2 126.7
Commodities 118.4 118.7 - .3 .6 7 129.5
Nondurables 120.8 121.1 - .2 .5 .8 135.0
Food 121.2 122.0 - .7 R4 .9 157.3
Nondurables less fo0de————we——omemen— 120.7 120.6 .1 .6 5 105.6
Apparel 109.7 109.7 0 .3 5 110.6
Aprarel legs footwesr————e——————— 104.3 104.4 - .1 .3 .5 arzn
Nondurables less food and apparel--—- 130.0 129.9 .1 .8 5 97.3
Durable 111.9 111.5 4 1.0 8 95.3
New care 136.2 136.3 - .1 - .7 .5 138.9
Used cars (Jan. 1953=100)~———m—— 96.1 93.6 2.7 7.4 10.1 an
Durables less car 102.1 102.1 0 .3 - .9 78.2
Commoditiee less food 116.1 116.0 1 .7 .5 95.5
Services 153.0 152.8 .1 .3 1.8 90.3
Rent 143.6 143.6 0 .1 1.2 65.8
Services less rent 155.4 155.2 .1 .3 1.9 111.4
Household operation services, gas,
and electricity————m—--c-——o- 140.6 140.7 - .1 - .1 1.0 61.6
Transportation services—w———v—wee———— 189.8 189.4 .2 .5 2.5 137.0
Mediccl care services—e——e—e——eemem—e 169.5 169.3 .1 .8 3.8 140.4
Other services 3/- 137.9 137.7 .1 .2 1.4 136.5
Purchasing power of the consumer dollar
(1947-49=$1.00) $0.781 $0.781 0 - .5 - 1.1 -53.6

1/ Not available.
2/ Includes house purchase, interest, taxes, insurance, and upkeep, not shown separately.
3/ 1Includes house purchase, interest, taxes, insurance, and upkeep services; shoe repairs, television repairs, barber

and beauty shop services, and movies.
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& TABIE 23 Consumer Frice Index—All items indexss and pereent
U.8, oity averugs and 20 large oities

shangss, selested dates

Indexes (1947-49=100) Feroent ehangs to
ourrent mouth from =
August May August Yoar Ma
Yy August Yoar
City 1961 1961 1960 1939 1961 1960 19%
Dnitodrautol city average 128.0 127.4 126.6 59.4 0.5 1.1 115.5
Cities prioed monthly 1/
Chicago 130.8 129.9 130.3 58,6 .7 0.4 123.2
Detroit - 125.8 125.6 125.6 59,0 .2 2 113.2
Los Angel 131.1 131.0 129.2 6044 1 1.5 17.1
New York: 126.4 125.6 125.3 60.1 .6 .9 110.3
Fhiledelphi 128.0 127.9 126.8 59,2 .1 .9 116.2
Sities prioed in February, May, August May August Yoar May August Year
August, November 2/ 1961 1961 1960 1939 1961 1960 1939
128.7 127.9 127.4 59.2 .6 1.0 117.4
126.3 126,1 126.1 59.5 .2 .2 112.3
124.3 124.1 121.8 58.5 .2 2.1 112.5
131.8 131.7 129.8 59.2 .1 1.5 122.6
125.2 124.3 123.2 60.4 .7 1.6 107.3
Cities prioed in January, April, July April July Year April July Year
July, October 2/ 1961 1961 1960 1939 1961 1960 1939
BOBtON-~-re-=meccccccrcrcceccccermmem e 130.4 130.0 128.7 61.0 .3 1.3 113.8
Kansas City-- 129.8 129.5 127.9 61.7 .2 1.5 110.4
Minneapolis-- 129.2 129.0 127.5 60.7 .2 1.3 112.9
Pittsburgh---==-=-- 129.6 129.2 128.9 58.1 .3 .5 123.1
Portland, Oregonm-=~-----e-vecmcccmcacccanamnacnx - 129.3 128.3 127.5 58.3 .8 1.4 121.8
Citles prioed in March, June, June March June Yeoar March June Year
September, December 2/ 1961 1961 1960 1939 1961 1960 1939
Atlanta~-----r-mcceccecncrcciccmm e e 127.4 127.7 127.1 58.3 - .2 .2 118.5
Baltimore---- 129.8 129.5 128.3 57.9 .2 1.2 124.2
Cincinnati- 124.6 124.8 124.6 58.4 - .2 0 113.4
St. Louig-===--- 129.0 128.9 127.2 59.3 .1 1.4 117.5
San Franclsco--e-cecccmcecmoccmacccccmcnccaan 133.8 133.8 132.4 58.6 0 1.1 128.3
1/ Bents prioed bimonthly.
2/ Foods, fuels, and & few other items priced monthly; rents and other ccamcdities and servioces priced quarterly.
TABIE 33 Consumer Price Index--Feroent changes from July 1961 to August 1961
U.S. city average and five cities priced monthly
All items and commodity groups
Reading Other
ALl Transpor~ | Medical | Fersonal and goods &
City 1tems Food Housing Aprarel tation care care recreation | servioces
United States city average— - 0.1 - 0.7 - 0.1 0 0.7 0.1 - 0.1 0.2 0
0
Chioag - .1 - .5 .1 - 0.5 R 0 1.0 .1
Detroit .2 - .9 0 .1 5.2 W2 0 1.1 - 0.1
Los Angsles o B - .6 .1 - .8 .5 .1 - 1.1 .2 - .7
New York e oo 0 - .3 .1 .6 .1 N - .6 .3 0
Philedelphia —] - .2 - .7 - .1 .3 - .1 0 .1 RA -
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TABIR 43 Consumer Prioce Index—-All iteme and ccemcdity groupe
August 1961 indexes and percent changes, May 1961 to August 1961 5

U.S. city average and 10 oities prioed in August 1961

Qreup 'c’i:; Chicago | Cleve- Petroit }Houston| Llos New Phila- |Scrantor Seattle Washington,
Aversge land Angeles York |delphia D. C.
Indexes (1947-494100)
All items 128.0 130.8 128.7 125.8 126.3 | 131.1 126.4 128.0 124.3 131.8 125.2
Tood 121.2 119.5 116.6 120.7 117.0 125.3 122.2 123.4 116.7 124.9 121.9

Food at me e--=e-ce-eecmcacce=] 118,2 116.8 113.3 117.7 113.6 118.8 118.3 119.6 114.9 121.0 118.8
Cereals and bakery products --| 139.6 133.2 132.6 129.7 128.5 152.4 149.1 139.1 136.7 152.0 138.5
Meats, poultry, and fish -~==-| 108.4 103.8 103.8 103.4 103.8 107.7 107.8 108.4 107.8 112.2 107.4
Dairy products ---e-e-e-w-seca) 118.5 123.6 110.3 120.4 115.8 115.1 119.2 121.9 111.3 125.2 121.9
Fruits and vegetables —-=-cee-) 132.4 130.2 124.9 139,2 131.2 136.1 129.4 135.0 124.8 131.4 128.4
Other foode at home -v=--=--==| 107.6 113.0 108.2 108.3 103.3 103.8 106.2 107.9 105.4 105.4 111.1

Tousing 132.3 | 141.2 |130.8 | 125.4 | 131.4 | 160.5 | 132.1 | 125.9 | 125.5 | 134.9 | 123.5
Rent 143.6 -~ |161.8 | 140.3 [ 137.6 - | 138.4 - [ 136.9 | 152.7 | 135.2
Gas and electricity --e---e--=-=| 125.6 [130.1 |124.1 | 123.1 | 133.7 [ 148.2 | 122.5 | 106.7 | 124.9 86.7 | 133.6
Solid and petroleum fuelgse=-ee-| 136.9 |140.9 |142.0 | 127.5 - -- | 143.8 | 128.1 {137.1 | 139.2 ] 144.3
Housefurnishings --------=-==---| 103.2 }101.5 | 98.0 | 106.0 | 100.7 | 101.6 | 107.1 | 107.7 |3/97.1 | 101.6 99,7
Housebold operation -ee=ee=eee-o- | 138.8 |138.4 1125.6 12/124.0| 145.6 | 128.0 | 139.3 | 148.1 | 123.2 | 139.9 | 140.5

Apparel 109.9 |111.6 [111.5 | 107.9 | 112.1 |111.5 | 109.0 | 109.1 | 113.8 | 112.3 | 106.2
Men's and bOYs' =aeemcmwemce-eae| 111.1 [115.7 |115.8 | 109.8 | 109.2 {112.6 | 112.3 | 111.4 | 114.6 | 116.5 | 110.4
Vomsn's and girls’' =seemeeeem-ss| 100.2 | 98.4 | 99.8 97.6 | 105.0 | 102.8 96.4 | 98.2 |105.1 | 102.0 97.2
Footwear 141.2 |145.2 |139.6 | 136.9 | 146.4 | 143.1 | 145.1 | 141.3 | 145.7 | 142.9 | 131.8
Other apparel =-eeesse-emmeeeeme| 92.9 | 95.3 | 97.1 87.2 | 90.1 | ss.1 96.8 | 95.1 | 94.6 88.2 90.7

Transportation =--ememewecessesews| 149.3 {157.7 [147.5 | 139.9 | 142.6 [150.7 | 148.5 | 159.9 |146.7 | 153.6 | 140.1
Private 136.8 |138.4 |136.4 | 132.6 | 134.4 |[141,3 | 130.1 | 136.9 |133.2 | 139.4 | 141.1
Public 209.1 ]205.4 |201.4 | 179.1 | 202.9 |216.3 | 191.0 | 211.6 |191.3 | 217.0 | 178.3

Medical care 161.4 |[170.0 |184.8 | 171.9 | 140.2 }153.6 | 150.6 | 170.0 |137.3 | 158.9 | 160.5

Persondl CAYe =e-meese-e-e-ee-eee- | 134.2 [139.5 1133,7 | 142.2 | 142.5 j135,0 | 123.5 | 144.5 |149.7 | 141.3 | 132.7

Resding and recreation =-ees-=-e=-| 124.4 [123.2 [134.7 | 119.0 | 126.3 j104.0 | 128.3 | 122.2 |178.7 | 121.1 | 126.6

Other goods and services --------- | 133.6 |{124.2 [136.6 | 137.9 | 137,4 |132.2 | 131.8 | 133.8 |123.9 [ 150.8 | 138.4

Percent change from May 1961 to August 1961

All items 0.5 0.7 0.6 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.6 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.7
Food A .8 .8 - .3 8 |- 1.7 1.0 .7 0 - 4 1.0
F0od ot ROWE -vcecccecceccccaren A .8 .7 - .3 7 1-2.2 1.4 7 1- .1 - 1.5 1.1
Cereals and bakery products == | - .1 2 .6 - .6 |- .4 }-1.0 2 - a1 ]- s .3 - .7
MNests, poultry, snd fish =eeee | - .3 0 1.0 - .2 o {- .5 - 5l -1.3 - .9 - 2.7 .6
Dairy products =-eeececesceee .9 7 1. .5 6 - .3 (- .5 2.8 1.2 |- .1 .1 - .3
Fruits and vegetables veeveces .2 1.2 .6 - 3.4 4,6 |- 5.6 2.9 2.4 |- 1.8 - 5.4 3.8
Other foods at bome <-ec-ecmee 1.7 2.2 1.3 1.8 |- .1 |-2.9 2.1 2.2 3.0 1.3 1.7
Howsing .1 .7 0 - 72 - 1) 51 - .5 0 - .2 .6
Rent .1 - - 1/-.2 |- .1 - |1/ .6 -- 0 .1 .6
Gas and electricity =--eccccmeea [ - .5 1 0 3 ]- 1 1 4 0 0 0 - 2.3
Solid and petroleum fuels - .3 0 2.2 - .5 - -- 1.5 - 1.5 3.0 0 4.1
Tousefwrnishlngs ~----ccecowewes | - 3 .8 [- .9 - 1.9 1 }- .1 - 2| -~1.2 |-1.0 - .5
Household operation ~eececceceee .1 .1 0 -1.0 |- .2 |- .8 0 0o {- .3 - 1.2 .6
Apparel 3 |- .5 .5 - .5 - .1 |- .3 1.0 1 {- .5 - 4 - .2
Nen's amd DOYs' -eveccevacamesae i 5 |- 9 .2 - 1.3 [- .7 )- 2.2 - .2 1- .3 |- .2 - .1 - .5
Women's and girls' ~eccececccaces 9 |- .5 .1 o[- .1 .3 2.3 0 |- 1.2 - .7 .1
Footwear 3 - .3 1.5 - 4 1.0 1.1 .3 1.2 .3 0 .2
Other ApParel ~w-ceeccccacacawss a1 |- .4 .1 - 2 - a0 1.1 2 - 3 |- .3 - .9 A
Transportation «-ceccececcccccacaa 1.8 2.8 2.4 3.0 (- 2.2 4.7 .3 . - .4 1.1 1.8
Private 1.9 3.4 .7 3.8 |- 3.0 5.4 KA P R - 4 2.2
Fublic 1.3 .2 10.8 0 2.3 1.0 0 0 0 14,6 0
Medical care 6 |- .2 |- .5 5.0 0 3 .3 0 4 - .1 .8
Fersomal care .3 1.2 |- .5 .6 S T P .3 0 4.2 .1 .2
Reading aad recreation ce--veveces A L1 1.6 - .1 6.4 5 21 - 1 2.3 2.9 - .3
Other goeds and serviges =--eeeeee A 4 1 - 2.5 {- .1 }- .9 - .3 0 - .1 .7

1/ Change from June 1961 to August 1961.
2/ Revised index, July 1961 = 123.8.
3/ Revised index,May 1961 = 98.1.
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TABLE 5: Consumer Price Index -- Food and its subgroups
August, 1961 indexes and percent changes, July, 1961 to August, 1961

U.S. city average and 20 large cities

(1947-49=100)
Total food Totel Cereals and Meats, poultry, Dairy Fruits and Other
ity food at home bakery products and fish products vegetables foods at home
7 Index | FETCeRt | rndex orange’ | tndex e | Index o] tndex Poroeat | Index Proont| Index P
U.S. city average --- |121.2 [- 0.7 118.2 - 0.7 1139.6 0.1 (108.4 0.6 118.5 0.41 132,4 |- 4,2 107.6 - 0.3
Atlanta -«--=ee--cr-- 118.5 (- .3 l116.7 |- .3 }1127.0 |- .1 |110.7 3 117.5 0} 135.2 |- 1.0 |105.3 | - 1.0
Baltimore -1122,3 |- .5 117.0 - .7 1135.6 .1 {109.0 .2 117.5 - .11128.2 {- 3.5 107.5 - .4
BoBEOR =-n-n . l121.6 |- .5 117.8 |- .4 |134.3 0 [109.5 1.0 | 112.6 0| 138.2 |- 3.8 |104.8 .3
Chicago ---- - |119.5 |- .5 116.8 - W4 }133.2 .5 |103.8 1.1 123.6 1.3} 130.2 |- 4.8 113.0 - 4
Cincinnati - -]122.0 |- 1.0 119.1 - 1,0 }1137.9 0 |112.5 .7 117.2 - .1]131.9 |- 5.7 110.4 - .3
Cleveland -- - 1116.6 |- .3 113.3 - .4 ]132.6 0 !103.8 b 110.3‘ - .5012.9 }- 1.3 108.2 - .6
Detroit -- -1120.7 |- .9 f117.8 - 1.0 |129.7 .1 1103.4 .5 120.4 | 51 139.2 i~ 6.1 108.3 .2
Houston ===«- - 1117.0 .6 ;113.6 .6 1128.5 - .1 1103.8 2.2 115.8 .210131.2 |- .2 103.3 0
Kansas City - -1115.0 |- 1.0 111.8 - 1.2 |134.7 - .1 j102.2 .6 113.9 - 2.6 123.1 |- 3.8 100.8 - .9
Los Angeles ==-m----= 125.3 |- .6 118.8 - .8 [152.4 - .5 [107.7 .8 115.1 - .2(136.1 |- 3.3 103.8 - .5
Minneapolis -~w-w-wa= 117.5 {- 1.4 113.6 - 1.7 |134.8 - .3 j102.3 .9 109.1 07128.6 |- 9.0 110.7 - .5
New York =--- 122.2 |- .3 118.3 - .3 1149.1 .5 (107.8 .5 119.2 1.37129.4 |- 3.2 106.2 - .7
Philadelphia 123.4 {- .7 119.6 - .8 |139.1 .6 1108.4 .1 121.9 .31 135.0 |- 4.5 107.9 - .3
Pittsburgh =---- 122.9 |- .6 121.2 - .7 1140.2 0 {111l.4 1.5 117.8 - .11131.9 }- 5.7 118.4 - .3
Portland, Oreg. 123.7 .2 119.9 .2 [141.3 1.5 {111.0 1.3 123.4 .11127,2 |- 2.8 111.6 .7
St. louis ------ 121.0 |- .2 115.3 - W4 12406 .3 j104.9 b 111.6 .94 13,5 |- 3,2 113.1 - .6
San Francisco - 125.0 |~ .9 121.5 - 1.1 [153.4 .1 1112.7 - 1.1 119.7 0 136.5 |- 4.3 106.6 .6
Scranton ---- 116.7 - 1.5 114.9 - 1.8 1136.7 .3 1107.8 - .2 111.3 0{ 124.8 |- 8.4 105.4 - .9
Seattle ---~- 124.9 (- .6 121.0 - .7 |152.0 .2 ,112.2 0 125.R 0! 131.4 - 3.6 105.4 ¢
Washington, D.C. ----[121,9 |- .2 ‘118.8 - .3 1138.5 {- .3 r‘107.4 .8 ; 121.9 .6 128.4 |- 3.0 111.1 - .1
TABLE 6: Consumer Price Index -- Average retail prices of selected foods
U.S. city average
Food and unit August 1961 | July 1961 Food and unit August 1961 | July 1961
Cereals and bakery products: Cents Cents Cents Cents
Fresh--Continued
Flour, wheat ~-~-cevecceocoaoon 51y, 55.9 56.1 rcr};pefruit * 15.6 13.9
Biscuit mix --- 20 bz, 48.1 48.1 Peaches * =--wn 16.6 16.2
Macaroni ---- ~- 15 ez, 23.3 23.3 Strawberries *
Corn meal --- ~em= 1y, 13.3 13.3 Grapes, seedless * -~ 31.1 33.4
Rolled oats --- --13 ez, 22.5 22.4 Watermelons * =ne-a- 4.2 5.1
Corn flakes ------- --12 ez. 26.7 26.6 POLAtOES ~mmmmemm eeem 1D 1b. 62.6 69.9
?ce, ihort grain - -~ 1, ;gg ;g-g Sweet potatoes ---=w=----- 1. 19.8 %)
ice, long grain-- == 1k, - «f 0 Corn ~eesa===-
Bread, white ----- I 20.9 20.9 g‘"“ doz. ears i’g'g 1(1)2‘:5,
Soda crackers ---- -- 1b, 29.1 29.1 Cnions . -- b, 16.1 16‘4
Sandwich cookies ---ceunonnnn- 16 oz. 51.6 50.9 Lazzots - "nni e je-d
Meats, poultry, and fish: cZ1e:CE.: _ ;: 13.2 14'1
Round Steak ~-=-m--cm-mcmmmmmnnn b, 101.2 100.6 Cabbaye_ o a6 101
Sirloin steak -- -~ v, 106.1 104.6 Tomate . 2.8 33.0
Chuck roast --- -- . 55.8 56.1 omatoes ----- - 1k . -
Rib roast --- . 78.6 784 Beans, green -- - 1b. 19.8 22.8
HAMbUTEET = mm = = mmmm e mmm o 1 49.2 50.4 Canned:
Veal cutlefs —mmmmmmmemoemnocemnn - 141.8 142.2 Orange juice ------- 46-ez. oan | 48.6 48.5
Pork chops, center cut 2. 88.8 89.9 g::z:g};l—e—-}_\?_{:‘e—::::-j? ez, Sam gg'g gg'z
Pork roast ~e-------cmccaeoaoaoo 63.2 63.7 Pi 1 38.5 38‘5
Bacon, sliced 73.5 70.2 tneappre === 7 : :
Wam, whole --- 60.3 59.8 Fruic cocktail ------- #303 ean | 26.7 26.8
Lam"), Teg ~nmmmmm e e en A 68.1 69.7 Corn, cream style ---- #3053 can 21.0 20.9
Frank fULEErS cmm e omm e oo e mee : 63.1 62.7 Peas, green ------=o-- #303 ean 22.1 22.0
Luncheon meat, canned -«----- 12 sz, 50.8 50.9 ;‘g:n:zzes‘u-i-c-e-::::::“6“303 b ;g? ;g'g
Frying chickens, ready-to-cook - 1p, 37.1 36.8 Bab fogyds _________ ‘1 t"; Sax 10‘6 10.6
Ocean perch, fillet, frozen ---- 1y, 47.6 47.4 Dried)', Pre v ez, : )
Haddock, fillet, frozen -- 54.3 54.3 Prur-xes ___________________ s 41.8 41.8
Salmon, pink, canned ----=----- 75.0 74.6 BOARS <o o ommm e 1_,' 17'0 16‘9
Tuna fish, canned ~v----- 32.2 32.4 . : :
Dairy products: Other foods at home: . 2.5
Milk, fresh, (grocery) --------- gt. 24.5 24.3 ;‘)‘“aw FeS 10% te 1l-sz. oan 112"9 s
Milk, fresh, (delivered) - 26.3 26.1 ﬁ:ans,wlt Por ------ 150z, ean . .6
B S 3, 86.2 86.2 Pickles, sliced ~-------~- 15 oz, 26.5 26,
BUELOT mmmmmm oo vy 76.3 76. 3 Catsup, tomato ----------- 14 oz, 22.9 23-2
Cheese, American process ----- 3 1. 36.2 36.3 | EOE?CO _C_h_Lps o -»-1b4 *Ze ;;z ;;5
Milk, evaporated --e--=n-- Leb-ozi can 15.9 15.9 | CO ee - oot : :
. R T - 1b. bag 58.6 58.8
Fruits and vegetables: Coffee, instant --------- 6 0z. | 94.2 93.9
Frozen:
Strawberries —~eseecmvmmunn 10 ez. 27.0 27.0 fea bag§ ----------- pkg. of 16 2.6 24.6
Orange juice concentrate --- 6 oz, 24.3 24.4 Cola drink, carton------- 36 ez, 30.9 31.0
Lemonade concentrate ----w-=- 6 er, 13.7 13.6 Shortening, hydrogenated --3 1u, 91.9 93.0
Peas, green -------=-= oze 20.3 20.5 Margarine, colored ir, 29.3 29.4
Beans, green 0zs 22.9 23.0 Lard -----esmoommmennoomonos . .20'4 20.9
Potatoes, french fried ----- 9 et, 19.7 19.6 Salad dressing 38.0 37.9
Fresh: Peanut butter - 55.7 55.7
ApPles moommcmmmn o camecmean 1. 21.9 22.4 SuUBAr ~---mmmmmmsmoomooeon : 58.7 58.9
BANANAS = m e o m e meme Ib. 16.1 16.2 Cotn syrup =~==-==---=-===- 27.1 27.0
Oranges, size 200 ~----wwu---- detz. 81.6 78.9 Grape jelly -- 29.4 29.2
LLOMONS - e e mememmmmmm e e 1b. 18.7 19.0 . Chocolate bar =-~~c---e-n- 1 ez, &.5 4.5
Eggs, Crade A, large --«--- dez, 55.8 56.1
Gelatin, flavored --~-- 3 te 4 ez, 9.7 9.5
* Priced only in season. 1/ Not available. LABOR - D. C.
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Brief Explanation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index {CPI) measures average changes in prices of goods and
services usually bought by city famllies of wage earners and clerical workers. It is
based on prices of about 300 1tems which were selected so that thelr price changes would
represent the movement of prices of all goods and services purchased by wage and clerical
famillies; they include all of the important items 1n femily spending. Prices for these
items are obtailned in 46 cities which were chosen to represent all urban places in the
United States; they are collected from grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling
stations, and other types of stores and service establishments which wage-earner and
clerical-worker families patronize.

Prices of foods, fuels, and a few other items are obtained every month in all
L6 cities. Prices of most other commodities and services are collected every month in
the 5 largest cities and every 3 months in other cities. Mail questionnaires are used
to obtain local transit fares, public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices, and
certaln other items which change in price infrequently. Prices of most other goods and
services are obtained by personal visits of the Bureau's trained representatives.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various items in each city are
averaged together with welghts which represent their importance in family spending. City
data are then combined in the total index with weights based on the 1950 populations of
cities they represent. Index numbers are computed on the base 1947-49 = 100.

The national index (the United States city average) includes prices from the
20 large citles for which separate indexes are published in this report, as well as
from the following 26 medium-sized and small cities:

Anna, Illinois Huntington, W. Virginia Pulaski, Virginia
Camden, Arkansas Laconia, New Hampshire Ravenna, Ohio
Canton, Ohio Lodi, California Rawlins, Wyoming
Charleston, W. Virginia Lynchburg, Virginia San Jose, California
Evansville, Indiana Madill, Oklahoma Sandpoint, Idaho
Garrett, Indiana Madison, Wisconsin Shawnee, Qklahoma
Glendale, Arizona Middlesboro, Kentucky Shenandoah, Iowa
Grand Forks, N. Dakota Middletown, Connecticut Youngstown, Ohio
Grand Island, Nebraska Newark, Ohio

Comparisons of cilty indexes show only that prices in one city changed more or
less than in another. The city indexes cannot be used to measure differences in price
levels or 1n living costs between cities.

A description of the index and historical tables of inaex numbers for the
United States city average and for 20 large cities are available on request to the
Buresu of Labor Statistics in Washington or any of its regional offices (addresses below).
The historical tables include index numbers for All Items, Food, Apparel, and Rent for
periods from 1913 to date; and for other groups of goods and services from 1935 to date.

BLS Regional Offices

Atlanta New York Chicago San Francigco Boston
1371 Peachtree 341 Ninth Ave. 105 West Adams St. 630 Sensome St. 18 Oliver St.
Street, N. E. Zone 1 Zone 3 Zone 11 Zone 10
Zone 9
LABOR - D. C.
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INDEXES OF CONSUMER PRICES AND LIVING COSTS
FOR ANCHORAGE AND FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

Tables 1 and 2 show the initial results derived from a continuing study
of consumer prices and comparative living costs in Anchorage and Fairbanks made by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, Henceforth the Bureau will compute, on a gsemiannual basis, an
index of changes in consumer prices for Anchorage and Fairbanks comparable to the Consumer
Price Index for other United States cities, and, also semiannually, an index of the cost of
equivalent goods and services for wage-earner and clerical-worker families in each of these
cities compared with the cost in Seattle, Washington.

COMPARATIVE LIVING The indexes shown in table 1 measure intercity differences in the cost
COST INDEXES of equivalent goods and services, including rents and homeowner costs,
in Anchorage and Falrbanks compared with costs in Seattle, Washington.
The 1list of goods and services and their relative importance in the index represent the
average 1959 expenditures of wage- and clerical-worker families of two or more persons in
each Alaska city, as adjusted for changes in the Consumer Price Index to October 1940,

USES AND The intercity indexes were designed primarily for use in local wage
LIMITATIONS negotiations and contracts, The comparisons were made with Seattle

because that city has been the traditional base for recruiting workers
for Alaskan employment and, therefore, has been the basis for living cost comparisons as
used in wage negotiations,

The relative differences in costs are those for establigshed families in
each city and will not reflect differences in living costs assoclated with moving to Alagka,
nor visiting there,

The intercity index for each Alaska city measures the difference in
living costs between that city and Seattle. Since the expenditure patterns are not iden-
tical for the two Alaska cities, the intercity indexes cannot be used as a precise measure
of differences in costs between the two Alaska cities. Likewise, these intercity indexes
are not comparable to the indexes published for 20 large United States cities based on the
Autumn 1959 costs of the City Worker's Family Budget.

CONSUMER PRICE The Consumer Price Indexes presented in Table 2 are designed to measure
INDEXES average changes in prices of commodities and services purchased by

families of 2 or more, headed by a wage earner or clerical worker in
Anchorage and Fairbanks. Price changes for Alaskan cities will not be included in the cal-
culation of the national index until the current revision is completed., Beginning in Jan-
uary 1964, Anchorage will be among the cities represented in the national index,

The 1ist of goods and services priced for these indexes is substan-
tially the same as for the national index, but items particularly important in Alaska were
added, The weighting factors used to combine price changes for individual items are based
on the results of detailed surveys of actual expenditures made during 1959 by families of
wage earners and clerical workers in Anchorage and Fairbanks,

USES AND The Consumer Price Indexes are designed solely to measure changes in
LIMITATIONS prices paid by the index population from one period of time to another

They provide a reasonable approximation of changes in consumer price
trends for the general population of these cities,

Like the U.S. Consumer Price Index, these indexes are appropriate for
use in adjusting wages for changes in the purchasing power of the consumer dollar,

The indexes are based on average expenditures and reflect average price
changes, Like all averages, the results summarize varying situations, so that neither the
welights nor the price changes can be cited as typical of or identical with those experi-
enced by an individual family or by smaller groups within the total index population.
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TABLE 1: Indexes of Intercity Differences in the Cost of Equivalent
Goods and Services (including rents and homeowner costs)

Anchorage and Fairbanks, Alaska compared with Seattls, Washington®

(Costs in Seattle = 100)

' Apchorage t Fajirbanks
Group 1 May [} Oct, t May 1 Oct,
1 1961 1 1960 ] 1961 1960
All items 126 127 136 136
Food 1/ 127 129 145 14k
Housing 2/ 140 140 154 154
Rental housing 1/ 177 178 215 219
Apparel 112 112 121 18
Other goods and services 4/ 114 117 121 122
All items less housing 118 120 128 128

Based on the pattern of expenditures of wage- and clerical-worker families of two or more persons in each city who vere

full-year residents in Alaska,

1/ Includes food at home and away from home.

2/ Includes rent, heat and utilities, housefurpishings, housshold operation, repairs and maintenance, and homeownership costs

3/ Average contract rent for tenant-occupied, 2-, 3-, 4-, and 5-room dwellings meeting defined standards, plus cost of heating

4/ Includes personal care, medical care, transportation, reading, recreation, education, tobacco, beverages, and miscellaneous

(mortgage principal and interest, taxes and ingurance),

fuel, utilities and specified equipment when the cost of these items is not included in the monthly rent,

expenses,
TABLE 2: Consumer Price Indexes, May 1960, October 1960, and May 1961,
for Anchorage and Fairbanks, Alaska
_ (Avg. May~Oct. 1960 = 100)
: Anchorage H Fairbanks
T 1Percent change to H 1Percent change to
Group 1 Indexes t May 1961 from 3 Indexes H May 1961 from
:May s Oct. 1 May : Oct, : May t  May : Oct, 't May 1 Oct, t May
(1961 5 1960 s 1960, 1960 5 1960 1960 1 1960 ¢ 1961 1 1960 1 1960
All it 100.1 100.3 39.8 - 0.2 0.3 99.7 100,3 100.9 0.6 1.2
Food 1/- 102,0 101.3 98.8 .7 3.2 99.4 10056 102,46 2.0 3.2
Food at home-. --101.9 101.4 98.7 .5 3.2 99.3 100.7 102.8 2.1 3.5
Cereals and bakery products—100.5 99.5 100.4 .9 .1 97.8 102,2 93.9 - 8,1 - 4.0
Meats, poultry, and fish-----100.2 102,83 97.3 - 2.5 3.0 100,3 99,7 104.9 5.2 4.6
Dairy productg———————u ~104.1 102.5 97.5 1.6 6.8 98.5 101.5 104.8 3.3 6.4
Fruits and vegetableg—--—-~=104.2 99.8 100,2 A 4.0 99.8 100.2 104.2 4.0 YAVA
Other foods at home-~————-—-101.6 101.2 99.3 o 2.3 9.7 101.3 101.1 - 2 2.4
Housing 2/-———————e e ——100.4 100.4 99.6 [} .8 9.5 100.5 100,2 - .3 0.7
Rent 100.6 100.3 99.7 o3 9 99.7 100.3 98.7 - 1.6 ~ 1.0
Ges and electricity————m——-w 98,3 98.6 101.4 - 3 - 3.1 103.7 96.3 95.9 LA - 7.5
S0lid and petroleum fuels—-— 92,8 100,1 99.9 - 7.3 - 7.1 100.0 100,0 101.0 1.0 1.0
Housefurnishings- —=-—-100,% 100.4 99.7 .5 1.2 99.5 100.5 102,1 1.6 2.6
Household operation————--——-—-103,6 100.0 100,0 3.6 3.6 99.0 101.0 105.5 4.5 6.6
Apparel 99.2 100,0 100,0 - .8 - .8 99.9 100.1 102,0 1.9 2.1
Men's and boys!—me—eeee—m— 99.7 100.2 99.9 - .5 - .2 99.4 100.5 101.3 8 1.9
Women's and girls!————, 98,9 99.6 100.4 - 7 - 1.5 100.6 9.4 103.1 3.7 2.5
Footwear-—-————————e— - 39,3 100.3 99.2 - 1.5 .1 9%8.9 101.1 102.5 1.4 3.6
Other apparel----—-—cewemee 96,8 9.8 100.1 - 3.0 - 3.3 100.1 939.9 89.4 - 10.5 - 10.7
Trangportationm——em-ce—ceee e 97,2 93.9 101.1 - 1.7 -39 100.5 99.5 98.4 - 141 - 2.1
Privat 96.3 98.7 101.3 - 1.9 = hod 100,5 99.5 98.2 - 1.3 - 2.3
Publiec 100,6 100.6 P4 o} 1.2 99.7 100.3 100.3 0 .6
Medical care— 100,9 100.1 99.2 o8 1.0 99.6 100,3 103.2 2.9 3.6
Personal caAre——————m—————e— — 99,0 100.2 99.3 -1.2 - .8 98,0 102.0 103.8 1.8 5.9
Reading and recreation--——-- - 98,2 99.0 101.0 - .8 - 2.8 99.9 100.1 101.1 1.0 1.2
_ Other goods and gervices 3/~--—-100,3 100,2 9.8 .1 N 100.1 99.9 100,4 .5 3
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1/ Includes restaurant meals not shown separately.
y Includes home purchase and other home-owner costs not shown separately.

3/ Includes tobacco, alcoholic beverages, and "miscellaneous services" (such as legal services, banking fees, burial services, etc.)e
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