Releasad November 25, 1959

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Bureau of Labor Statistics
Washington 25, D. C.

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR OCTOBER 1959

Consumar prices in United States cities rose 0.2 percent between
September and October 1959, according to the United States Department of Labor's
‘Buregu of Labor Statistics. Increases were recorded for transportation and all other
major groups of goods and services except food, which declined 0.3 percent. Among
the nonfood items, durable commodities were up 0.7 percent, nondurables O.L percent,
and services 0.3 percent. The October Consumer Price Index was 125.5 (1947-49 = 100),
1.5 percent higher than in October 1958.

TRANSPORTATION Transportation prices advanced 1.4 percent between September
and October, reflecting higher dealers' selling prices for 1960
model automoblles; gasoline prices rose 2.8 percent because of the increase of 1 cent
a gallon in the Federal excise tax. Prices of used cars dropped 2.3 percent. Public
transportation rose 0.5 percent, with higher translt fares in two cilties.

HOUSING Housing costs rose 0.3 percent, with rents, solid fuels and fuel

0il, and all other classes of housing costs higher. The increase
in renis, reflecting higher rates 1n 13 of the 15 citles surveyed thls month, was the
largest monthly change since December 1957. A slight increase 1n housefurnishings
prices was malnly the result of higher prices for soft-surface floor coverings. Price
declines for laundry soaps and detergents were more than offset by scattered increases
in rates for dry cleaning and domestic services.

FOCD The declina of 0.3 percent in food prlces reflected lower prices
for pork, eggs, fresh frults, and poultry. The food index, at
118.4, was 1.1 percent lower than a year ago and 2.7 percent below the July 1958 peak.

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish decreased 1.3 percent as
larger seasonal supplles resulted ln a decline of 2.9 percent in pork prices. Bacon
prices were down 4.2 percent, pork chops 2.6 percent, and ham 1.6 percent. Average
beef and veal prices remalned steady, as slightly lower prices for round steak,
rib roast, hamburger, and veal cutlets offset an Increase In chuck roast. Poultry
prices fell seasonally.

Egg prices declined 2.8 percent as supplles increased.

Prices of dairy products were up 0.5 percent, largely because
of seasonally higher prices for fyesh milk.

A rise of 0.3 percent in prices of fruits and vegetables was
the result of an increase of 4.2 percent in fresh vegetable prices and a decrease
of 1.8 percent for fresh fruits, accompanied by elightly lower prices for most
processed fruits and vegetables. Fresh tomato prices increased 28 percent as local
suppllies diminished; cabbage prices were up 12 percent, grapes 11 percent, banansas
9 percent, and carrots 4 percent; celery, lettuce, and orange prices were alsgo
higher. Grapefruit and apple prices declined 20 percent and 12 percent, respectively,
as larger supplies were avallable; sweet potato prices were down 7 percent, and
onions 6 percent.

Restaurant meal prices advanced 0.1 percent.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



2

OTHER COMMODITIES Apparel prices rose 0.4 percent, as there were further seasonal
AND SERVICES advances in prices of women's wool dresses, coats, sults, and
rayon dresses; prices of footwear also advanced.

An advance of 0.2 percent in medical care resulted from higher
rates for professional and hospital services. The personal care index was 0.3 percent
higher as prices of men's halrcuts rose in several cities, although prices of some
toiletries (toothpaste and toilet soap) were lower.

Reading and recreation costs were up 0.1 percent, largely
because of higher prices for television sets and newspapers.
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TABLE 1t Consumer Price Index--United States city average
Major group, subgroup, and special group indexes, October 1959

and percent changes from selected dates
(1947-49=100 unless otherwise specified)

Indexes Percent change to October 1959 from --
Group October September September July October Year
1959 1959 1959 1959 1958 1939
All items 125.5 125.2 0.2 0.5 1.5 111.3
Food 118.4 118.7 - .3 - .8 - 1.1 151.4
Food at home. 115.8 116.2 - .3 - 1.1 - 1.9 145.9
Cereals ard bakery products 13h.1 134.1 o} - .2 .1 13h. b
Meats, poultry, and fisheeemeemca—ee. 109.0 110.4 - 1.3 - 2.7 - k.9 162.0
Dairy products- 116.1 115.5 .5 2.5 1.4 133.1
Fruits and vegetables 124.5 124.1 .3 - 4.8 2.9 168.9
Other foods at home 107.0 107.6 - .6 1.2 - 5.5 121.1
Food away froa home (Jan, 1953=100)=—e—— 116.9 116.8 .1 .6 3.2 (1)
Housing 2/ 130.1 129.7 .3 .9 1.7 71.0
Rent 140.4 1%0.0 .3 .6 1.5 62.1
Gas and electriecity 121.7 121.6 .1 1.8 3.0 16.0
Solid fuels and fuel oil 135.5 135.0 b 11 - .1 140.2
Housefurnishing 10k4.1 104.0 .1 .1 N 9k.9
Household operatd 135.3 135.2 .1 .7 2.2 97.8
Apparel 109.4 109.0 b 1.8 2.0 108.4
Men's and boys' 108.9 109.2 - .3 .6 9 11h4.4
Women's and girls! 101.3 100.5 .8 2.5 1.1 85.9
Footwear 138.5 137.9 b 2.4 6.5 175.3
Other apparel. 92.9 92.9 c .7 1.2 128.8
Trenspertation 148.5 146.4 1.k 1.5 b1 111.5
Private 137.b 135.3 1.6 1.6 b.2 109.8
Public- 195.9 194.9 .5 .9 2.9 141.0
Medical csre. 152.5 152.2 .2 1.0 3.7 110.1
Porsonel care 132.5 132.1 .3 .9 2.9 122.3
Reading &nd reczreatio 119.7 119.6 1 ) 2.7 90.0
Other goods and services 131.6 131.5 1 .6 3.5 86.4
Special groupsi
All items less food 129.2 128.7 b 1.0 2.5 87.0
A1l items less shelt 123.2 122.9 .2 b 1.k 122.4
Commodities 117.3 117.0 .3 .3 .8 127.3
Nonduratles 118.8 118.8 0 .1 .3 131.1
Food: 118.4 118.7 - .3 - .8 - 1.1 151.4
Nondurables less food: 119.8 119.3 4 L.k 2.2 104.1
Apparel 109.3 108.9 b 1.8 2.0 109.8
Apparel less footwear— 104.2 103.8 4 1.7 1.1 1)
Nondurables lees food and apparel——- 128.8 128.2 .5 1.2 2.3 95.4
ble s~ 113.6 112.8 ird 4 2,2 98.3
New cars 141.4 135.1 k.7 3.0 L4 148.1
Used oars (Jan, 1953=100) 96.0 98.3 - 2.3 - .1 8.2 (1)
Durables less car 103.3 103.1 2 - .2 .3 80.3
Coumoiities less food: 116.3 115.7 .5 1.0 2.1 95.8
Servi 147.3 146.9 .3 1.0 2.9 83.2
Rent 140.4 140.0 .3 .6 1.5 62.1
Services less rent. 149.1 148.7 .3 1.1 3.2 102.9
Household operation services, gas,
and elactricity—-— 136.3 136.2 .1 1.3 2.8 56.7
Transportation services—e—or—mmmmea 182.1 181.7 .2 .7 3.7 127.3
Msdicel oare services. 158.4 157.9 .3 1.2 4.3 12h.7
Other esrvices 3/- 133.1 132.6 N 1.1 2.9 128.3
Purchasing power of the consumer dsllar
(1947-49=41.00) $0.797 $0.799 - .3 - .5 - L. -52.7

)/ Yot availsble,
2/ Includes house purchase, interest, taxss, insurance, and upkeep, not shown separately.
Includes house purchase, inmterest, taxes, insurance, and upkeep services; shoe repairs, televiaion repairs, barber
and beauty shop services, and movies.
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& TABIE 21 Consumer Frioe Index—iAll items indexss and

percent
U.3, city average and 20 largs cities

changes, sslocted detes

=100 Poroent cheargp to
Indexes (1947-49=100)  momit fyom =
October Judy October Tear July October Year
City 1959 1959 1958 1939 1959 1958 1939
United States city average 125.5 124.9 123.7 5944 0.5 1.5 111.3
Cities prioced monthly 1/
Chioago 129.3 128.3 127.3 586 .8 1.6 120.6
Detroit- 124.9 1244 123.3 9.0 R 1.3 111.7
Los Angeles 128.5 127.6 125.9 6044 .7 2.1 112.7
Yew York 123.7 123.5 121.5 0.1 .2 1.8 105.8
Fhilsdelphia. 126.0 124.2 123.3 R.2 1.4 2.2 112.8
Cities prioed in January, April, October July October Year July October Year
July, October 2/ 1959 1959 1958 ™39 1359 1958 1939
Boston 126.7 125.6 125.4 61.0 .9 1.0 147.7
Kenses City: 126.9 126.0 12%.9 61.7 T 1.6 105.7
Minnespolis 126.5 125.4 124.5 60.7 .9 1.6 108.4
Pittsburgh: 126.8 125.7 124.5 58.1 .9 1.8 118.2
Portland, Oregon: 126.3 126.1 124.5 58.3 .2 1.4 116.6
Cities prioced in March, June, September June September Toar Juoe September Year
September, December 2/ 1959 1959 1958 1939 1959 1958 1939
Atlanta 126.0 125.5 124,6 58.3 b 1.1 116.1
Baltimor: 127.5 126.6 124.8 57.9 .7 2.2 120.2
Cincinnati- 123.6 123.1 122.5 58.4 R .9 111.6
St. Louis 126.4 126.3 125.3 59.3 .1 .9 113.2
San Francisco 130.8 129.6 128.4 58.6 .9 1.9 123.2
Cities priced in February, May, August May August Ysar May August Yoar
August, November 2/ 1959 1959 1958 1939 1959 1958 1939
Cleveland: 125.8 125.3 125.1 59.2 R .6 112.5
Houston: 124.8 124.1 124.0 59.5 .6 .6 109.7
Screnton- 121.2 120.0 120.4 58.5 1.0 .7 107.2
Seattl 128.9 127.9 126.3 59.2 .8 2.1 117.7
Washington, D. C. 122.0 121.8 121.2 60.4 .2 .7 102.0
1/ Bents prioed bimonthly.
2/ Yoods, fusls, and & few other items priced monthly; rents and other comnoditles and servioes priced quarterly.
TABIE 33 Consumer Price Index—Perocent ohanges fram September 1959 to October 1959
U.S. city average and five cities priced monthly
All itens and commodity groups
Reading Othoe

Al Trampor- | Medicsl | Fersonal and guods &
City 1tems Food Bousing | Apparel tation oare oare reoreation | sesvioes

United States city aversge-— 0.2 - 0.3 0.3 0.4 1.4 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.1

m“‘o———-—-—--— W1 - .5 o] .1 2.0 .1 o] - .3 o]

+ .1 0 0 .7 0 ~ .1 - .2 .3 0

Ios Angeles .5 2 .2 .5 2.1 1.8 .6 0 .1

Yow York .2 - b b .3 1.2 - .l 1.1 9 .2

Pailadelphipememmceenmmeen .2 - .5 .2 .2 .6 5 4.8 - .5 .1
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TABIE 43 Congvmer Frice Index—All items and comodity groupe

October 1959 indexes aend percent changes, July 1959 to October 1959 5
U.S. eity average and 10 eities priced 1m October 1959
U.8.
drexp Cliy Boston (Chicago |Detroit |Kansas Los Minnea-| New Phila- |Pitts- |Portland
Aversge City Angeles| polis York Helphia |burgh QOreg.
Indexes (1547-492100)
All items 125.5 126.7 | 129.3 | 124.9 |126.9 128.5 | 126.5 | 123.7 126.0 | 126.8 | 126.3
Food 118.4 119.6 | 116.2 | 118.1 }111.9 124.0 | 117.8 | 120.4 121.4 [ 120.1 | 121.1
P002 ot MR cecmvrwmcwsconaccen} 1158 116.4 113.4 115.1 108.8 119.2 11h.5 117.0 118.4 118.3 118.0

Cersals and bekery products ~-| 134.1 132.0 | 129.6 | 125.3 |126.9 | 146.3 | 134.6 |1b1l.4 | 136.9 | 131.9 | 140.0
Meats, poultxy, and fish ~-==—=}109.0 112.k | 102.5 [ 104.5 |101.7 110.4 | 105.4 | 111.1 110.4 } 109.1 | 112.9
Dairy productd weeeeecemeecca=|116,1 115.9 | 118.4 | 112.8 {111.3 113.4 | 108.4 | 120.7 121.9 } 117.9 } 120.9
Fruits and vegutables —===ee~= ;1245 125.8 | 121.5 }130.8 }p115.7 133.1 | 126.5 | 119.1 130.0 | 127.5 | 117.9
Othexr foods at home ~we=we-we=|]107.0 102.7 {112.2 [109.1 |100.2 108.4 | 112.2 |106.5 104.4 | 116.2 | 110.6

Bousing 130.1 135.8 | 140.0 | 127.7 |128.2 136.9 | 127.7 | 127.6 124.2 | 129.6 | 128.1
Rent 140.4 149.1 -- | 143.9 ]143.3 -- 1155.7 |131.7 -= | 133.2 }137.7
Gas and electricity sweesevemee=|12]1.7 116.8 |130.0 {118.1 |122.3 135.3 | 135.3 | 119.1 105.9 | 140.1 | 10230
S80l1id fuels and fuel oil ~e=====]135.5 135.0 | 140.6 |128.3 [13L.7 -- | 126.5 [136.0 128.5 | 135.1 |} 143.2

Bousefurnisiings e=ewese=cececee=|]104.1 102.7 {102.4 |[110.3 |104.8 104.0 97.4 }103.9 108.5 | 107.6 }103.9
Fouselold Operation ee=e—=eesse=1]135.3 133.7 | 138.6 }123.3 |137.0 125.4 | 136.2 |136.3 140.4 | 142.9 {129.0

Apparel 109.4 {107.2 [113.5 |107.8 }107.5 | 110.8 }109.3 |107.2 | 108.5 | 106.8 |113.8
¥rn's and bOys' eesewmemmmee-ee=[108.9 | 104.5 |115.5 [109.5 |108.8 | 112.2 [107.7 |108.2 | 108.9 | 105.5 {113.6
Wexon's and girls' -es===e==e-e-|101.3 | 101.6 |103.0 | 98.2 [100.2 | 102.2 |104.2 | 97.4 99.1 | 98.3 |[1ok.2

Footwoar 138.5 131.2 {1k2.5 |135.6 |}130.7 140.9 |133.2 [138.0 139.9 | 133. 145.3
Other apparsl =ce-sssascemcee—==| 92.9 101.2 97.9 87.2 89.3 85.0 93.0 | 96.0 94.6 | 100.4 99.6
» 4atien 1k8.5 152.2 [158.3 |141.0 |156.1 k.7 1132.7 |148.8 155.7 | 164.9 |146.5
Private: 137.4 146.3 [ 140.6 |133.8 {142.0 141.0 |125.7 {130.3 135.8 | 139.3 |140.2
Publie 195.9 168.8 |196.9 |[179.4 |251.4 164.3 | 189.6 {191.4 193.4 | 237.7 |199.2
Redicsl care 152.5 160.7 |159.2 {158.0 {171.2 1k9.4 | 203.2 |143.1 158.7 | 168.1 |1ik2.h4

FOrsonAl CAT® sececscesseasmcme—ss |132.5 134.6 |138.1 [134.8 (135.7 135.0 |138.1 |125.3 2,9 | 127.9 }133.2
Reeding and recreation s=eewewee=-|119.7 |118.4 |125.4 [117.1 1{135.7 | 101.9 [125.4 |121.8 | 125.3 | 110. 125.1
Cther goods and sarvices =-=—w==e=={131.6 126.7 |12k.5 [136.8 |125.3 | 132.9 |[134.8 |133.3 132.2 |131.2 [129.8

Perazent change from July 1959 to October 1359

ALl itawms 0.5 0.9 0.8 0.4 0.7 0.7 0.9 0.2 1.4 0.9 0.2
Food - .8 .6 |- .8 A - .9 6 |-1.2 |-1.6 - bl- 3 ]-
Fo0d %t MONS =cccccacccesscemece |- 1.1 6 1= 9 )- .3 ]-12 T )l-15 |-2.2 - 61- 5 }- .3
Cereals and bakery products == . .2 - .3 |- .5 6 j- .2 .1 3 |- 1.7 - .3 .2 R
Meats, poultry, and fish =ee==i{. 2.7 - . J-2.5 |-2.5 |-3.5 - 1.4 |-1.6 |[-3.9 =24 |+-1.8 §-21
Bairy producss eeeee. wmael 2.5 9.5 1.7 4.9 3.2 2.2 2.7 3.3 2.6 3.1 .3
Fruits and vegotebles =eeceees |[. 4 8 -38 |[-4.3 |-5.6 [|~5.0 1.8 }-8.1 |-5.6 =17 |-42 |-2.8
Other £00d3 &% kOm® ~e=cvcweee | 1.2 - .2 2.4 3.4 1.6 1.7 }- .2 [-1.1 |- a1 1.2 2.4
Howsisg .9 .7 1.0 .1 1.1 .2 .2 1.1 1.8 .5 .2
Rent .6 1.0 - |1/-.2 1.1 - 1.2 |1/ .5 -= S5 l-
Gas asd elestricity ceececcecc=e | 1.8 3.2 .5 A f- .3 3.0 o |- .1 .6 .5 o]
£0lid fusls and fwel 04l coeee=e | 1.3 - 1.2 1.1 1.6 2.2 - 2 |- .8 2.9 [o] 1.8
Fousefurnichings =<econccecc—wes .1 1.3 3 |- .3 .6 1.6 |- 2.0 {~ .2 1.3 .3 .5
Hcassheld 0pex0tion ce-orecesmce .7 0 1.2 6 |- 0 2.3 2.0 3.7 .3 .1
Apparel 1.8 3.2 2.9 3.5 2.7 1.7 .9 .9 2.7 1.8 1.6
Heo's and Doys' scccscccacecsmce .6 - .1 1.3 2.7 1.1 .2 |- .7 .2 .1 1.1 .5
Women's el girle' eeewemeevecwee [ 2.5 5.9 4.3 4.5 h.h 2.2 2.7 1.1, 4.6 2.3 2.9
» 2.4 1.3 2.8 3.4 1.7 2.8 1.2 2.1 3.2 2.1 1
Sther apEaTel ~rccccvecceomceeee N 2.8 1.7 1.9 1.7 1 -1 0 1.8 1.0 .8
Transperiation =~=resceccacenssess | 1.5 - .3 1.9 .9 1.3 2.4 5.0 1.4 1.3 1.9 3.9
Privat 1.6 -~ b 2.5 1.0 1.5 2.5 3.9 1.7 1.6 2.5 4.3
Fublis .9 0 0 ] 0 1.4 13.7 0 0 o} 1.2
Medical cars 1.0 .8 .2 0 1 1.8 4.8 2.1 3.4 6.2 0
NeTocsal eare .9 1.5 9 NI S | - .1 |- .5 1.5 5.3 Ao j- o5
Reading and recréation --ecceccaes .5 2.5 .2 |~ 3.0 2.1 - 3.3 A 1.3 3.8 |- A4 }-7.9
Other gocdo sl 5ervices ~=-cceeen .6 - .2 2.6 T F .3 .2 .6 .2 1.7 1.2 .6

1/ Change from August 1959 to October 1959.
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TABLE 53 Consumer Price Inlex -- Food and its subgroups
October 1959 indexes and percent changee, September 1959 to October 1959
UsSe city average and 20 large cities

(1947-49=100)
Total Ceresals and Meats, poultry, Dairy Fruits and Other
ity Total food food at home bakery products end fish products vegetables foods at home
Index P:,m Index 1:';::;;" Index ?hr:fg';t Index l:ereen.t Index p&';en;".t Index i’mt Index i’;&t
UsSe city average — 1118.4 | - 0.3 {115.8 |- 0.3 [134.1 0 | 109.0 |~ 1.3 |116.1 0.5 | 124.5 0.3 | 107.0 | - 0.6
Atlants —---———-=——-[115.3 | - 1.0 [123.5 |- 1.1 [124.7 |- .1 | 110.5|- 2.1 [112.2 .5 ] 129.5|-2.0 |101.1 | - .9
Baltimore 18.1 | - .6 |11k.3 |- .7 {128.4 .2 [ 107.7| - 2.1 |117.0 111219 f- .2 [ 106.5 | - .4
Boston 119.6 | - .2 [116.% |- .3 |132.0 |- .2 | 112.4}- .8 ]115.9 0 | 125.8 1.4 [ 102.7 | - 1.5
Chicago ———————wem——|116.2 | - .5 |113.4 |- .6 |129.6 |- .2 | 102.5|- 1.7 |118.4 0 | 121.5 2 {1122 | - L,
Cincinnati 119.0 | ~ .2 |116.3 |- .2 [132.3 o | 110.1{- 1.3 [115.7 3.2 11269 |~ .5 |109.0 | - 1.0
Cleveland =weew—=e——{113.5 | - .6 {110.9 {- .8 !128,7 |- .2 | 101.5 |- 2.3 |110.4 1 11166 |- .3 11081 | - b
Detroit 118.1 0 |15.1 {~ .1 }|125.3 .1 | 104.5 |- 2.2 |112.8 4 1 130.8 3.0 | 109.1 .2
Houston 1141 0 |11.5 {- .1 |124.6 j- .2 | 102.8{~ 1.5 [113.7 |- .1 | 124.6 .8 }103.9 1.0
Kansas City ————e—-{111.9 | - .6 |208.8 |- .7 {126.9 0 | 101.7 |- 2.3 |111.3 .1 | 115.7 .8 | 100.2 | - 1.0
Los Angeles ~m———a—-|124.0 2 11ng.2 2 |146.3 .1 | 110.4 |- .2 [113.% 0 |133.1 .8 1108.4 RN
Minneapolis ==ee—we—=|[117.8 | - .2 {114.5 |- .2 [134.6 .2 | 105.4 |- 1.0 ]108.4 2 | 126.5 2.4 |112,2 | - 1.8
New York 120.4 | - .4 |117.0 |- .5 fibi.k |- .6 | 111.1}- .8 |[120.7 1.3 |19.1 - .1 [106.5 | - 2.1
Philadelphia —ee——|12L.4 } - .5 [118.4 |- .6 [136.9 [- .2 | 110.4 |- 2.0 {121.9 2.0 | 130.0 1.0 | 1ok.b | - 2.4
Pittaburgh 120.1 |~ .5 118.3 [~ .5 {131.9 0 | 109.1 |- 1.7 {117.9 .1 |127.5 7162 |- .9
Portland, Oreg, =----{121.1 | - .1 [118.0 .2 {140.0 11 112.9 |- 1.0 (120.9 o | 117.9 2.4 | 110.€ 2
St. Louis 118.3 | - .3 {113.2 |- .5 |123.0 .7 | 103.5 |- 1.7 |107.3 0 | 129.2 9 [113.7 ] . 1.0
San Francisco -— |122.9 .1 [120.4 0 {149.5 1.6 | 114.6 [- .2 [118.9 1 |128.8 |- 1.3 |107.6 R
Seranton 115.3 | - .9 |113.8 |- 1.0 [132.3 0 }108.7 (- 1.5 }113.3 |- .2 {119.3 |- .1 |103.8 |- 2.7
Seattle ~ 121.1 2 |n8.7 | .2 [146.7 .1 {113.9 |- .9 [118.3 .2 | 123.4 1.7 | 106.5 .6
Washington, D,6. ——=(118.5 |- .8 [115.8 [- 1.0 [130.9 .11 106.3 (- 2.4 1185 |~ .1 |125.4 0 |108.4 |- 1.5
TABLE 61 Consumer Price Index — Average retail prices of selected foods
U.S, city aversge
October September October September
Food and unit e 455 Food and unit 1959 1959
Cereals and bakery products: Canta Centa Prosh—Contimad Gente Conts
Flour, wheat ———-————meveeee—— 6 Ib. 53.8 53.9 Peacheg * —e-- ib. 17.7
Bisouit MiX ——e——mmmmmmmmeme 20 0Z. 27.0 27.0 Strawberries * ———eeccee—em Pt
Corn meal 1b. 13.0 13.0 Grapes, seedless * ————- 1b. 2.2 21.9
Rice, short grain e 11 18.7 18.9 Watermelong #* —e—eesem—ewmem—— 1b.
Rice, long grain N LY 20.8 20.9 Potatoes ==—ewmm——mrresemme 10 1b. 58.3 58.5
Rolled oats e c—w————— 18 02 20.4 20.4 Sweet potatoes—ce—cccamammes 1b 12.0 12.9
Corn £1akes ————emm—meemcme—w 12 oz, 25.7 25.6 Onions 1b. 8.6 9.2
Bread, white 1b. 19.8 19.7 Carrots 1b, k.6 13.9
Soda CTacKers ~——-———me=————mmeee— 1b, 29.0 29.1 Lettuoe head 23.4 22.7
Vanilla cookies o T 0Z. 2k .4 2.k Celery 1b. 15.0 4.5
Meats, poultry, ard fish: Cabbage 1b. 9.4 8.k
Round steak 1. 106.5 107.8 Tomatoes 1b. 27.0 21.1
Chuck roast 1b. 63.6 62.1 Beans, green 1b. 21.5 21.2
Rib roast 1b. 82.9 83.0 Canned s
Hamburger 1b. 54.6 5k.6 Orange julce ——e———mmw——= 46-0z. can 51.8 52.1
Veal ocutlets 1b. 142.5 143.4 Peaches #2b can 34.3 3.6
Pork chops, center cut =—m—————— In. 86.6 89.0 Pineapple #2 can | 36,8 36.6
Bacon, 51iCed =————e—e—mmeemmm——— 1b. 63.1 65.9 Fruit cocktall =—eeeee——— #303 cen 27.0 27.3
Bam, whole 1b. 59.6 60.5 Corn, cream style #3039 can 19.2 19.3
Lamb, leg 1b. .7 74.8 Peas, greon #3038 can 19.7 20.0
Frankfurters 1b. 63.3 63.5 Tomatoas e, #303 can 15.2 15.2
Luncheon meat, canned me——e———-12 oz. 50.8 50.9 Baby foods 4% to B oz 10.1 10.1
Frying chickens, ready-to-cock —- 1b. k0.6 k1.7 Dried:
Ocean perch, fillat, frozen ——=-- 1n. k7.0 47.3 Prunes 1. Lo.1 4o.2
Haddock, fillet, rogen ——e———e=—m In, 56.6 57.1 Beans 1b. 17.0 17.2
Salmon, pink, cenned ——————===—16 oz 63.3 62.3 Other foods at home:
Turs fish, canned —ee—e——==§ to 63 oz. 32.1 3.6 Tomato 8oUp =—-=——= 10} to 11-oz. ean 12.4 12.4
Deiry products: Beans with pork 16-0z. can 15.0 15.0
M1k, fresh, (grocery) ———e—m—=-at 24,5 2h.k Pickles, 8liced =mee————e=re—= 16 oz. 26.4 26.4
Milk, fresh, (delivered) . qt 25.8 25.6 Catsup, toRALO ——————mem—e——e 14 oz, 22.4 22.4
Ice cream Pte 29.7 29.7 Coffee 1b. can 76.7 76.6
Butter 1b. 76.8 76.6 Coffee 1b. bag [ 58.0 56.9
Cheese, American process eem——-——= b 58.3 58.2 Tea bage =wm—eeme- pkgs of 18 24.3 24,3
Milk, evaporated 143-0z. can 15.2 15.2 Cola drink, carton 38 02 29.6 29.5
Fruits and vegetables: Shortening, hydrogenated 3 1b. 86.0 88.2
Frozeni Margarine, colored 1b. 27.8 27.7
Strawberries 10 oz. 26.5 26.3 Lard 1. 18.9 19.1
Orange juice concentrate ——- 6 oz 26.4 26.4 Salad dressing =——-- Pie 37.2 37.6
Peas, green —— 19 oz 19.9 19.8 Peamut bLutter e 1D, 55.4 55.5
Beans, green 9 oz 22.k 22.7 Sugar 8 1b. 57.7 57.5
Fresht Corn ByTuUp me=wesw mawesecmans 34 0z 26.5 26.5
Apples 16, 12.4 1h.1 Grape jelly ————cmeememeea= 12 oz 28.3 28.3
B 5 1b, 18.8 17.2 Chocolate bepr —————e—eeeee—— 1 oz. 5.1 5.1
Oranges, size 200 —————doz. 70.5 €69.8 Eggs, Grade A, large doz. 56.7 58.3
Le: 1b. 19.5 19.3 Gelatin, flavored ~= 3 to 4 ozZ. 9.3 9.2
Grepefrait * each 13.2 16.5
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Brief Explanation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average changes in prices of goods and
services usually bought by city families of wage earners and clerical workers. It is
pased on prices of about 300 items which were selected so that thelr price changes would
represent the movement of prices of all goods and services purchased by wage and clerical
famllies; they include all of the important items 1n famlly spending. Prices for these
items are obtalned in 46 cities which were chosen to represent all urban places in the
United States; they are collected from grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling
stations, and other types of stores and service establishments which wage-earner and
clerical-worker families patronize.

Prices of foods, fuels, and a few other items are obtained every month in all
46 cities. Prices of most other commodities and services are collected every month in
the 5 largest cities and every 3 months in other citlies. Mall questionnaires are used
to obtain locel transit fares, public utility rates, newspaper prices, fuel prices, and
certain other items which change in price infrequently. Prices of most other goods and
services are obtained by personal visits of the Bureau's trained representatives.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various items in each city are
averaged together with welghts which represent their Importance in family spending. City
data are then combined in the total index with welghts based on the 1950 populations of
citles they represent. Index numbers are computed on the base 1947-492100.

The national index (the United States city average) includes prices from the
20 large cities for which separate indexes are published in this report, as well as
from the followlng 26 medium-sized and small cities:

Anna, Illinois Huntington, W. Virginia Pulaski, Virginia
Camden, Arkansas Laconia, New Hampshire Ravenna, Ohio
Canton, Ohio lodi, California Rawlins, Wyoming
Charleston, W. Virginie Lynchburg, Virginia San Jose, California
Evansville, Indiana Madill, Oklahoma Sandpoint, Idaho
Garrett, Indiana Madison, Wisconsin Shawnee, Oklahoma
Glendale, Arizone Middlesboro, Kentucky Shenandoeh, Iowa
Grand Forks, N. Dakota Middletown, Connecticut Youngstown, Ohio
Grand Island, Nebraska Newark, Ohio

Comparisons of city indexes show only that prices in one city changed more or
less than in another. The city Indexes cannot be used to measure differences in price
levels or in living costs between cities.

A description of the index and historical tables of index numbers for the
United States city average and for 20 large cities are available on request to the
Bureau of Labor Statistics in Washington or any of its reglonal offices (addresses below).
The historical tables include index numbers for All Items, Food, Apparel, and Rent for
periods from 1913 to date; and for other groups of goods and services from 1935 to date.

BLS Regional Offices

Atlanta New York Chicago San Francisco Boston
1371 Peachtree 341 Ninth Ave. 105 West Adams St. 630 Sansome St. 18 Oliver St.
Street, N. E. Zone 1 Zone 3 Zone 11 Zone 10
Zone 9
LABOR -~ D. C.
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