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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Bureau of Labor Statistics
Washington 25, D. C.

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR JULY 1959

Prices of consumer goods and services in United States cities
rose 0.3 percent between June and July 1959, according to the United States
Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. Higher prices for all major
classes of goods and services contributed to the advance, with food up 0.4 percent,
nonfood commodities 0.3 percent, and services 0.3 percent.

The Consumer Price Imdex for July was 124.9 percent of the
1947-49 average, 0.8 percent higher than in July 1958.

FOOD Average food prices increased 0.4 percent in July, as sharp

advances in prices of eggs more than of€set lower prices for
fresh fruits and vegetables. The food index, at 119.4, was 1.9 percent lower than
its record high reached in July 1958.

Egg prices rose for the first month since September 1958,
with an advance of 18 percent (much more than their usual rise between June and
July), following reductions in laying flocks. Prices of dairy products were
up 0.9 percent as fresh milk prices increased seasonally.

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish increased 0.4 percent,
largely because of an advance of 2.3 percent in prices of frying chickens. Beef
and veal prices rose fractionally, but prices of pork and lamb were lower.

Fruit and vegetable prices decreased 2.8 percent as local
supplies of fresh fruits and vegetables became more plentiful. Prices of
watermelons fell 33 percent, tomatoes l4 percent, potatoes 9 percent, and onions
7 percent. Higher prices were reported for grapefruit and lettuce. Prices of
processed fruits and vegetables were higher than in June, largely because of
advances for both canned and frozen orange juice.

Restaurant meal prices advanced 0.5 percent.

HOUSING A rigse of 0.1 percent in the housing index reflected increases
in most of its component subgroups. Rents again edged up
0.1 percent. Household operation costs advanced 0.3 percent largely because of
higher prices for dry cleaning and laundry services. Prices of home repairs and
maintenance were up 0.4 percent, with increases for plumbing equipment and painting
and repair services. The gas and electricity and solid fuels and fuel oil groups
rose 0.2 and 0.1 percent, respectively. Housefurnishings prices declined 0.1 per-
cent as lower prices for household textiles and some appliances more than offset
increases for floor coverings and furniture.

OTHER COMMODITIES An advance of 0.8 percent in reading and recreation prices was
AND SERVICES due primarily to higher movie admission charges and increased
prices for sporting goods.
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Transportation prices rose 0.3 percent because of higher prices
for used cars, increased transit fares in two cities, and higher auto insurance
rates. Dealers' selling prices of new cars were down 0.7 percent and gasoline
prices were 0.5 percent lower.

Apparel prices were up 0.2 percent, with increases reported
for men's and women's shoes, men's dress shirts and work clothing, and women's
rayon dresses and nylon hose. Prices were lower for men's slacks and tropical
suits and women's cotton street dresses and rayon skirts.

A rise of 0.3 percent in medical care costs reflected higher
prices for drugs and prescriptions and increases in fees for professional services.

Personal care costs advanced 0.2 percent with higher prices
for toilet goods.

Prices of cigarettes and cigars were higher as taxes were
increased in several states.
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TABLE 1: Consumer Price Index—United States city average
Major group, subgroup, and special group indexes, July 1959

and percent changes from selected dates
(1947-49=100 unless otherwise specified)

Indexes Percent change to July 1959 from--
Group July June June April July Year
1959 1959 _ 1959 1959 1958 1939
All items 124.9 124.5 0.3 0.8 0.8 110.3
Food 119.4 118.9 4 1.5 - 1.9 153.5
Food at home 117.1 116.6 W4 1.6 - 2.8 148.6
Cereals and bakery prod 134.4 134.2 .1 .2 1.1 135.0
Meats, pcultry, and rish-—-———- 112.0 111.6 4 4 - 6.0 169.2
Dairy pr 113.3 112.3 .9 N .8 127.5
Fruits lnd vegetable s-eee————c—cn e 130.8 134.5 - 2.8 5.8 - .8 182.5
Other foods at home 105.7 102.3 3.3 1.0 - 5.5 118.4
Food avay from homs (Jan. 1953100)———— 116.2 115.6 .5 1.2 3.0 w)
Housing 2/- 129.0 128.9 .1 .2 1.0 69.5
Rent. 139.6 139.5 .1 .2 1.3 61.2
Gas and electricity 119.5 119.3 .2 1.1 2.1 13.9
Solid fuels and fuel 0il-——ewe——meem—eeee 134.0 133.9 .1 - 3.4 1.3 137.6
Housefurni shings: 104.0 104.1 - .1 .2 0 94.8
Household operatio 134.3 133.9 3 .4 2.4 96.3
Apparel: 107.5 107.3 .2 .5 .7 104.8
¥on's and boys’ 108.3 108.1 .2 .3 - .2 113.2
Women's and girls' 98.8 98.8 0 - .1 .2 81.3
Footwear 135.2 134.5 .5 2.1 4.2 168.8
Other apparel- 92.3 91.8 ) 4 .3 127.3
Transportati 146.3 145.9% .3 .7 4.3 108.4
Privat 135.2 134,9% .2 .6 4.6 106.4
Public 194.2 192.7 .8 .8 2.5 138.9
Medical care 151.0 150.6 .3 .9 4.1 108.0
Personal car 131.3 131.1 .2 1.0 1.9 120.3
Reading and recreation 119.1 118.1 .8 1.2 2,1 89.0
Other goods and services 130.8 129.2 1.2 2.0 2.8 85.3
Special groups:
All items less food 127.9 127.5 3 .6 2.0 85.1
All items less shelter 122.7 122.2 4 1.0 9 121.5
Cc dities 117.0 116.6 .3 -9 .2 126.7
Nondurables: 118.7 118.2 A 1.1 - .6 130.9
Food 119.4 118.9 4 1.5 - 1.9 153.5
Nondurables less foOd==——eemmm——w— 118.1 117.8 .3 .5 1.0 101.2
Apparel: 107.4 107.2 .2 o .7 106.1
Aprparel less footwear————————-— 102.5 1024 .1 .1 0 /N
Nondurables less food and apparel—— 127.3 126.8 4 .6 1.2 93.2
Durables: 113.1 112.8 .3 A 3.0 97.4
New cars-- 137.3 138.3 - .7 - 1.2 5.0 140.9
Used cars (Jan., 1953=100) 96.1 93.8 2.5 4.7 14.3 /)
Durables less car 103.5 103.3 .2 .2 A 80.6
Commodities less food 115.1 114.7 .3 .5 1.8 93.8
Services: 145.8 145.4 .3 .7 2.2 81.3
Rent 139.6 139.5 .1 .2 1.3 61.2
Services less rent- 147.5 147.1 .3 .8 2.4 100.7
Household operation services, gas,
and electricity———————cemmeeem e 134.6 134.3 .2 .5 2.5 54.7
Transportation services—e————eweee— 180.9 179.3 .9 1.0 3.4 125.8
Medicel care services————e——————coe——— 156.5 156.1 .3 .8 4.8 122.0
Other services 3/. 131.6 131.4 .2 .8 1.2 125.7
Purchasing power of the consumer dollar
(2947-49=$1.00) $0.801 $0.803 - .2 - .7 - 7 - 52.4

2/ Not available,
2/ Includes house purchase, interest, taxes, insurance, and upkeep, not shown seperately.
Includes house purchase, interest, taxes, insurance, and upkeep services; shoe repairs, television repairs, barber
and beauty shop services, and movies,
*  Revised.
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4 TABIE 23

Consumer Price Index—-All items indexes and peroent changes, selected dates

U.S, oity average and 20 large cities

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed

Tnd 1947~49=100 Peroent change to
exes (1947~49=100) e 2P
July April July Year April July Year
Gity 1959 1959 1958 1939 1959 1958 1939
United States city averag 124.9 123.9 123.9 594 0.8 0.8 ' 110.3
Cities priced monmthly 1/ ‘
Chicag 128.3 127.4 127.6 58,6 7 .5 118.9
Detroit 1244 123.5 124.3 - 290 - .1 110.8
Los Angel 127.6 126.6 125.7 - 60.4 .8 1.5 111.3
Hoy York— 123.5 122,0 121.1 60,1 1.2 2,0 105.5
Philadelphia 124.2 123.6 123.3 59.2 5 .7 -109.8
Cities priced in Jamuary, April, July April July Yoar April July Year
July, October 2/ 1959 1959 1958 - 1939 © 1959 1958 1939
-Boston——-; 125.6 125.1 12504 €1.0 oh 2 105.9
Kansas City 1260 125,5 124.8 61.7 o 1.0 1042
Minneapolis 125.4, 125.1 124.9° €0.7 .2 o 106.6
Pittsburgh 125,7 124.5 124.7 58.1 1.0 .8 116.4
Portland, Oregon 126,1 125,3 124.7° 58.3 .6 1.1 116.3
Cities priced in Merch, June, June tarch June . Year larch June Year
September, December 2/ 1959 1959 1958 1939 1959 . 1958 1939
Atlant 125.5 124.3 124.9 58.3 1.0 .5 115.3
Baltimor 126,6 126.4 124.8 57.9 .2 1.4 118.7
Cincinnati 123.1 122.2 122,7 58.4 7 .3 110.8
St. Loui 126,3 126.0 124.5 59.3 .2 l.4 113.0
San Francisco 129,6% 126.0 128,0 5846 o5 1.2 121.2
Cities riced in February, iy, lay February | ey Year February |  ley Yoar
August, November 2/ 1959 1959 1958 1939 1959 1958 1939
Cleveland 125.3 124.8 125.0 59.2 o .2 111.7
Houston 124.1 124.1 123.,7 59.5 0 o3 108.6
Scranton 120.0 120.3 120,7 5845 - .2 - .6 105.1
Seattl 127.9 126,9 126,1 59.2 N 1.4 116.0
Washington, D, C. 121.8 121.3 121.3 €044 A A 101.7
1/ Rents prioced bimonthly,. v i
2/ Toods, fusls, and a few other items priced monthly; resnts and other commodities and services priced quarterly.
% Revised.
TABIE 31 Conmmer Price Index——Percent changes fram June 1959 to July 1959
UsSe city average and five cities mriced monthly
All itenss and cosmodity groups
Reading Other
All Transpor- | Medical | Persomal and goods &
City items Food Housing Apparel tation care care recreation { servioces
United States city average— 0.3 0.4 0.1 0.2 1/0.3 0.3 0.2 0.8 1.2
Chi —— 5 .6 o2 9 1.0 ol o3 9 o2
Detroit: .8 - .6 .6 - .6 body o1 o1 448 ol
Los Angeles .5 - .2 o .7 2/-.4 - .l .1 2.2 6.7
York .8 2.0 W1 = .1 .5 .1 2 .3 1.0
Fhiladelphia 2 5 - .3 3 .6 0 .1 9 [}
1/ Based on revised index for June, 145.9.

2/ Based on revised index for June, 141.8.

.org/
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TABIR 43

Congsumer Price Index~~All items and cammodity groups

July 1959 Indexes and Percent Changes, April 1959 to July 1959 5
U.S. city average and 10 cities priced in July 1959
U.8.
Growp City [Boston [Chicago |Detroit | Kansas Los [Minnea- New Phila-| Pitts~ [Portland,
Aversge City |Angeles| polis York |delphia| burgh | Oregon
Indexes (1947-k92100)
All items 124.9 125.6 128.3 124.4 126.0 127.6 125.4 123.5 124.,2 | 125.7 126.1
Food 119.4 118.9 117.1 118.0 112.9 123.3 119.2 122.4 121.9 | 120.5 -} 121.6
Food at home =w~emrwcccovceeas-c=|117,1 115.7 | 114.4 | 115.4 ]110.1 118.4 | 116.3 | 119.6 119.1 | 118.9 {.ri8.4
Cereals and bakery products --) 134.4 132.4 | 130.3 | 124.6 |127.2 146.2 | 134.2 | 143.9 137.3 } 131.744 139.5
Meats, poultry, and fish -----]112.0 | 112.8 | 105.1 107.2 105.4 112.0 107.1 115.6 113.1 11t.1 115.3
Dairy products ---e--cecwwco-e=|113.3 105.8 116.4 107.5 107.8 111.0 105.6 116.9 118.8 114.4 120.5
Fruits and vegetables -~ |1 130.8 130.8 126.9 138.5 121.8 130.8 |.137.6 126.2 132.2 | 133.1 121.3
Other foods at home -=-=c-====|105.7 102.9 109.6 105.5 98.6 106.6 112.4 107.7 104.5 114.8 108.0
Housing 129.0 134.9 138.6 127.6 126.8 136.6 127.5 126.2 122.0 129.0 127.8
Rent 139.6 147.6 165.7 - 141.8 146.9 153.9 L 128_.4 132.6 | 137.8
Gas and electricity -e-w-eecwe-={119.5 -} 113.,2 129.3 118.0 -j122.7 131.3 135.3 119.2 105.3 1394 102.0
801id fusls and fuel 0il =w=~we=!134.0 136.6 | 139.1 |126.3 |131.8 -- 126.2 |137.1 124.9 | 135.1- | 140.7
Housefurnishings =e=-ececcececew=--|104.0 101.4 102.1 110.6 104.2 102.4 99.4 104.1 107.1 107.9 103.4
Household operation ~eeeeecacee=|134,3 133.7 | 136.9 |122.6% |137.1 125.4 | 133.1 |133.6 135.4 | 143.4°1128.9
Apperel 107.5 : [ 103.9 |110.3 |104.2 [104.7 | 108.9 |108.3 |106.2 | 105.6 | 104.9°}112.0
Men's and bOYs' ~recemmweceweee~(]108,3 104.6 114.0 106.6 107.6 110.9 108.5 108.0 108.8 | 104.4 113.0
Women's and girls' ----es=ce=e--| 98.8 95.9 98.8 94,0 96,0 100.0 | 101.5 96.3 94.7 96.1 |101.3
Footwear 135.2 129.5 138.6 131.2 128.5 137.0 131.6 135.2 135.6 | 131.1 }144.3°
Other apparel =—eeeccececmceeee-| 92,3 98.4 96.3 85.6 87.8 84.9 94.0 96.0 92.9 99.4 98.8
Tr rtation 146.3% 152.7 ] 155.3 139.8 154.1 141.3% | 126.4 146.8 153.7 161.8 141.0
Private 135.2% 146.9 137.2 132.5 139.9 137.5% | 121.0 128.1 133.6 135.9 134.4
Public 194.2 168.8 196.9 179.4 251.4 162.1 166.8 191.4 193.4 237.7 196.8
Medicsl care 151.0 | 159.4 |158.9 |158.0 " [171.0 | 146.7 |193.9 [140.2 [ 153.5 | 158,3 il.z,.k;"‘
Personal care 131.3 132.6 1 136.9 |134.0 |135.9 135.1 {138.8 [123.5 135.7 | 127.4 »|'133.9
Reading and recreation --ee-~eweee-}]119,1 115.5 125.2 }120.0 132.9 105.4 124.9 120.2 120.7 111.1 135.9
Other goods and services ===-e=-=-[130.8 127.0 [ 121.3 |135.8 |[125.7 132.7 |134.0 [133.1 130.0 {129.6 '|129.0
Percent change from April 1959 to July 1959
All items 0.8 0.4 0.7 0.7 0.4 0.8 0.2 1.2 0.5 1.0 0.6
Food 1.5 1.4 1.6 .7 1.2 .2 9 2.4 1.4 1.5 2.0
Food &t hOMS ~covmcvaccccacanane 1.6 1.6 1.7 .6 1.3 - .3 1.1 2.4 1.5 1.7 1.3
Cereals and bakery products =- .2 [] 6] - .5 0 d1- .2 1.6 -1.0}- .9 |- .6
Meats, poultry, and fish -e==- N .1 3] - 4 .1 81~ .5 1.6 - .6 .5 .8
Dairy products -=-e-ececec~e 4 - 4.6 2,61 - .61- .1 .1 .8 1.6 2.2]- .1 2.7
Fruits and vegetables ----v-e- 5.8 11.0 4.9 3.5 5.5 - 2.2 4,1 4.6 7.0 9.7 1.8
Other foods at home ~==vceom=ces 1.0 1.9 .7 1.1 1.4 0 1.9 2.5 1.4 .3 1.6
Housing .2 - .2 - .3 .2 .2 1.0 .4 .2 - .7 .3 - .6
Rent .2 111y L4 -—- 1 /- 1. - 1/- 1 1.1 .1
Gas and electricity ~--eccceccoca 1.1 - 7 0 .6 1.2 .5 0 3.2 1.8 2.2 0
80lid fwels and fwel oil - e |- 3.4 - 4.9 -40] - .5 0 -~ |- 4.7 |-5.5 - 9.9 0o |- .6
Nousefwrnishings -~-sec-c-- .2 .2 1.0 .9 .5 .9 0 .2 - 1.2 0o |- .4
HEousehold operation --c-ecveccee= 4 1.5 ol - .2 .1 1.8 1.2 1.1 .2 .1 - .1
Apparel .5 .7 8- 6 ]- .1 .6 .6 .2 .4 .6 1.1
Men's and DOYys' ~cccceccuceccans .3 - .1 4] - 1.5 0 ; .2 .1 0 .6 .5 .3
Women's and girls' -ceccacececes | ] .5 a1 - 7= .9 0 .2 0 - .2 0 .6
Poot 2.1 2.6 2,1 1.5 1.7 2.5 2,5 1.5 1.4 1.7 4.0
Other apparel 4 - .3 T 2 - 1 .4 .3 .2 .2 1.4 .6
Transportation cee-crcccrccannccee .7 - .1 4 1.1 .5 - .1 /- 2.8 .5 1.6 2.2 |- 2.3
Private .6 - .2 4 - 1.4 .5 - .2 ]-3.2 .6 2.1 3.0 |- 2,7
Fubli .8 [ 0 14.0 ] 0 0 0 0 0 0
Medical care .9 .2 .3 .1 .2 .2 1.0 1.9 .9 .2 .9
Persomal care 1.0 .5 4.1 3 ]- .3 .7 1.1 .6 .6 0 .3
Reading and recreation -eecececses | 1,2 1.1 2.3 5.3 |- .4 2.1 .2 .1 - 1.8 1.3 9.0
Other goeds and services =--ecr-=e 2.0 .1 .2 .1 .8 6.9 2.1 2.3 1.3 1.6 1.3
1/ Change from May 1959 to July 1959,
* Indexes for June 1959 revised as follows:
Revised Revised
Group City index Group City index
Household operation Detroit 122.7 Private transportation U. §. 134.9
Transportation U. s. 145.9 Los Angeles 138.1
Los Angeles 141.8
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TABLE

July 1959 indexes and percent chang

5:

U.8. city aversge and 20

Consumer Price Index -- Food and its subgrowps
es, June 1959 to July 1959
cities

[C1947-94100
Total Cereals and Weats, poultry, Dairy Fruits and Other
city Total food food at home bakery products and fish products vigomlol foods at home
Index | Wroent| index | rcent| index |Tencent| rndex | Feroemt! rndex racont | Index |Bercent| yngex Pk
U.8. city aversge —--| 119.4{ 0.4 | 117.1| 0.4 | 134.4| 0.1 | 112.0| 0.4 ] 113.3] 0.9 | 130.2|- 2.8 | 105.7 | 3.3
Atlanta -ccccemeoe-ce| 117,00- 1| 115.2 |- .2 | 125.3 |- .1 | 113.8]|- .2 113.8 0 | 134.6 [- 3.1 ] 99.6 | 2.4
Baltimore wece-emese=| 119 4 .7 | 116.0 .6 | 128.6 A 11112~ .31 117.01- .1 | 127.7 0 | 104.6 3.2
Boston eeeeccscccceac i 1189 o4 | 115.7 4 | 132.4 .3 | 112.8 .1 ] 105.8 [- 2.6 | 130.8 |- 1.1 | 102.9 5.1
Chicego ~eeemcmccmwa-| 137,1 6 | 114.4 .5 1 130.3 4 | 105.1 .2 | 116.4 2.8 | 126.9 |- 2.9 | 109.6 2.9
Cincinnati -eee-eeee-| 1199 .5 | 117.3 .5 | 133.0 .2 | 112.1 .7 | 112.0 0 133.4 |~ 2.1 | 108.0 3.5
Cleveland —-ee=eeemes | 11/,.6 0| 112.2 .1 ] 1286 |- .5 | 104.9}- .4 | 107.0 3 | 123.7]-1.7 | 107.2] 2.9
Detrolt -weececocaaca| 138,0| - .6 | 115.4 |- .8 | 124.6 2 1107.21- .51 107.5[- .2 | 138.5(-5.5 | 105.5] 2.7
Bowston e=-cemmcmceee| 114.9 4 | 112.8 5 1 125.2 |- .4 f 107.1 .7 ] 113.3 .1 {126.9 .7 | 102.1 1.1
Eansas City ssweemeee]| 112.0]|- .2 | 120.2 |- .4 | 127.2]- .1 105.4 |- .1 | 107.8 0 | 121.8 |- 4.2 98.6 2.8
Los Angeles ~eeeeee=-| 1233 |- 2 | 118.4 |- .4 | 146.2 0 | 112.0 0| 111.0 .1 | 130.8 |- 3.8 | 106.6 1.8
Ninneapelis cceecee--| 119.2 .3 | 116.3 3 | 134.2 |- .1 | 107.1{- .41} 105.6 1.0 | 137.6 |- 2.8 | 112.4 43
Bew YOrk =ececsomcaaa | 122,/ 2.0 | 119.6 1.9 | 143.9 1.3 | 115.6 1.9 | 116.9 2.5 | 126.2 |- 1.6 1%7 5.3
Phailadelphis =cceceee | 121.9 S5 | 119.1 .6 1 137.31- .1 | 1131~ .1} 118.8 2.2 | 132.2 |- 2.6 | 104.5 3.9
Pitisburgh =eeeecoowa | 1205 (- .2 {1189 (- .3 | 131.7 |~ .3 | 111.1 ) 11404 §- W1} 133.1 |- 4.6 | 114.8 3.4
Portland, Oreg. =---=| 121.6(- .2 | 118.4 1| 139.5 |- .4 | 115.3 .8 | 120.5 5 | 121.3 |- 3.4 | 108.0 2.3
8t. Lowis =r-eewesees | 1191 { - .5 | 114.2 |- .8 | 124.8 |- .2 | 104.8 |- 1.8 | 106.5 6 | 134.0 |- 4.5 | 112.5 2.9
Sen Francisco eeeeee= | 122,2 |- ,7 | 120.0 |- .8 | 147.1 1| 116.31- .9 ] 115.5 0 | 13181 {- 4.9 | 105.8 2.2
8crantoR ceccccvmeeee | 117.3 .6 | 116.2 o4 | 132.4 f- 2.3 | 111.1 0 | 110.3 0 | 132.9 |- 1.5 | 104.0 5.5
Boattle —-ccccemecmme [ 1214 |- .2 | 119.5 |- .3 | L46.4 }- .1 {115.4)- .1 | 117.3 .2 | 130.1 |- 3.1 } 104.1 1.7
Washington, D.C, ===~ | 120.5 .8 | 118.2 1.1 | 131.0 |- .1 |111.7 1.2 | 118.6 1.2 | 130.,0 |- 2.3 { 108.1 3.9
TABLE 6: (Consumer Price Index -- Average retail prices of selected foods
U.S. city average
July June July June
Food and wnit 1959 1959 Food end unit 1959 1959
Cereals and bekery prodwcts: Cents Cents Fresh . Continued Cents Cents
Flour, wheAt eeweseemevemmecee= §1b.| 54,3 5hed Peaches ¥ w.| 1800
Biscuit miX ce--ccccccccceeces 20 oz. 27.0 26,2 Stravberries # cccecece- ewme== pt. 30.2
Corn meal 1b. 13.0 13.0 Grapes, seedless ¥ c-cev—cowee 1bh, 33,1
Bice, short grain=-- 1b. 19.0 18.9 Wat lons * 1b. 47 7.2
Rice, long grain-<----- 1b, 21.0 20.9 Potatoes =====- ~sremmeescess 10 1b. 81.2 89.6
Bolled oats ----- S oz. 20.4 20.4 Sweetpotatoes ==-cecrcece——ces |b. 15,2 14.9
Corn flakes ---=cecee oz. 25.6 25.5 Onions 1b. 10.2 11.0
Bread, vhite 1b. 19.8 19.7 Carrots 1b. 14.5 4.4
Sods Crackers ==-e=eeccccemccccas b, 29,2 29.1 Lettuce head 16.3 15.8
Vanilla cookies --cceecccomea-- 7 oz. 24.5 24.5 Celery 1b, 14.5 14.5
Mests, poultry, and fish: Cabbage 1b. 8.7 8.5
Round steak 1b. 108.9 108,1 Tomatqes 1b. 26.0 30,1
Chuck roast . 64.2 6445 Beans, green ----==--ceeccee== 1h 18.8 19.2
Rib roast 1b. 83.5 82.9 Canned :
Hemburger 15, 55.4 55.3 Orange juice emececcceces 46-0z. can 51.3 50.3
Veal cutlets w.|  143.9 143.3 Peach #2% can 36.5 36.5
Pork chops, center cut 1b. 87.9 87.4 Pineapple meeom-cccecomomas #2 can| 36.2 36.1
Bacon, sliced --eemccccveccmcocae b, 68.4 68.6 Fruit cocktail =e«-e 27.9 27.9
Ham, vhole 1b. 62.2 63.1 Corn, cream style -- 19.7 19.6
Lamb, leg 1b. 76.8 4 Peas, green sec-ceccceca-- 20.4 20,5
rs 1b. 64,0 63.9 T < 15.5 15.5
Lunch meat, a 12 oz. 51.1 51,2 Baby £00d$ ==veccc=eaa- 10.1 10.1
Frying chickens, resdy-toecook -- 1b. 424 ANA Dried:
Ocean perch, fillet, frozen =e-ee 1b. 7.5 4.7 Prunes 1b. 40.2 40.1
Heddock, fillet, frozen =-===e-e= 1b. 58,2 58,8 Beans 1. 17.4 17.3
Ssalmon, pink, camned --===--- = 18 oz. 61.5 61.4 Other foods at home:
Tuns figh, canned =-e=-===~ 8 to 6} oz. 23.3 33.3 Tomato soup 10F to 11-0z. can | 12.6 12.5
Dairy products; Beans vith pork ee-cece-e~ 16-0z. can 15.0 15.0
Milk, fresh, (grocery) --we-=---- qt. 23.8 23.5 Pickles, sliced==meceamccccce 150z, 26,7 26.6
Milk, fresh, (delivered) =-e=~=== qt. 25.0 24,7 Catsup, tomAtO =ecceccecmccac 14 oz. 22,5 22.4
Ice cream Pt 29.6 29.7 Coffee 1b. oan 77.0 76.9
Butter 1b. 4.1 74.0 Coffee 1be bag 57.1 57.1
Cheese, American process =------- 1b. 58.5 58,1 Tea bags ==cee== esscscc=se pkg. of 16 2443 24.1
Milk, evaporated ==eee=ce=-igi-oz. can 15.2 15.2 Cola drink, ocarton ===ceeeee= 38 oz. 29.4 29.4
Pruits and vegetables: Shortening, hydrogensted e=-== 3 1b. 88,7 88,2
Frozen: Margarine, colored =-eee=eccc=ee 1h, 27.7 27.7
Stravberries =-ee-ceceaacce= 10 oz. 26.0 25.8 Lard 19.6 19.9
Orange juice concentrate =--- 8 oz, 26.0 25.3 Salad dressing cecccecenaa 37.8 37.8
Pess, Green eemmmmeemcmeeac 10 oz. 19.9 19.8 Peanut butter —ccecccecemccceaece 55.8 55,7
Besns, green —-e--ce-=--=---= 9 oz. 22.7 22,6 Sugar 5741 56,9
Fresh: Corn syrup =-ee-=: 26,5 26,4
Apples 1. 16.4 16,6 Grape Jelly --- 28.3 28.1
Bananas 1b. 16.6 16.8 Chocolate DAr ==c-cmcess: 5.2 5.1
Oranges, site 200 eeeccccc=ea= doz. 68.4 69.6 Eggs, Grade A, large - 5245 42
L 1b. 17.9 18.1 Gelatin, flavored -eeece-es 3 to 4 ox. 93 9.3
Grapefruit * sach 15,0 13.8
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Brlef Exvlanation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average changes in prices of goods and
services usually bought by city families of wage earners and clerical workers., It is
based on prices of about 300 items which were selected so that their price changes would
represert the movement of prices of all goods and services purchased by wage and clerical
families; they include all of the important items in family spending. Frices for these
items are obtained in 46 cities which were chosen to represent all urban places in the
United States; they are collected from grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling
stations, and other types of stores and service establishments which wage-earner and
clerical-worker families patronize.

Prices of foods, fuels, and a few other items are obtained every month in all
46 cities. Prices of most other commodities and services are collected every month in
the 5 largest cities and every 3 months in other cities. Almost all prices are obtained
by personal visits of the Bureau's trained representatives.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various items in each city are
averaged together with weights which represent their importance in family spending. City
data are then combined in the total index with weights based on the 1950 populations of
cities they represent. Index numbers are computed on the base 1947-49=100,

The national index (the United States city average) includes prices from the
20 large cities for which separate indexes are published in this report, as well as
from the following 26 medium-sized and small citiess

Anna, Illinois Huntington, W. Virginia Pulaski, Virginia
Camden, Arkansas laconia, New Hampshire Ravenna, Chio
Canton, Chio Lodi, California Rawlins, Wyoming
Charleston, W. Virginia Lynchburg, Virginia San Jose, California
Evansville, Indiana Madill, (klahoma Sandpoint, Idaho
Garrett, Indiama Madison, Wisconsin Shawnee, (klahoma
Glendale, Arizona Middlesboro, Kentucky Shenandoah, Iowa
Grand Forks, N. Dakota Middletown, Connecticut Youngstown, Ghio

Grand Island, Nebraska Newark, Chio

Comparisons of city indexes show only that prices in one city changed more or
less than in another. The city indexes cannot be used to measure difféerences in price
levels or in living costs between cities,

A description of the index is contained in BLS Bulletin 1140, "The Consumer
Price Index: A layman's Gulde," which may be purchased for 20 cents at any Bureau of
Labor Statistics regional office (addresses below) or from the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D, C. A more technical
description of the index appears in BLS Bulletin 1168, "Techniques of Preparing Major BLS
Statistical Series." Reprints of chapter 9, pertaining to the CPI, are available on
request to the Bureau of Labor Statistics in Washington or at any of its regiomal offices.

Historical series of index mumbers for the United States city average and for
20 large cities are available upon request. These series include index mmbers for All
Items, Yood, Apparel, and Rent for periods from 1913 to date; and for other groups of
goods and services from 1935 to date.,

BLS Regional Offices

Atlanta New York Chicago Sen Francisco Boston
1371 Peachtree 341 Ninth Ave, 105 West Adams St. 630 Sansome St, 18 Oliver St.
Street, N. E. Zone 1 Zone 3 Zone 11 Zone 10
Zone 9
IABR - D, C.
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