Released May 22, 1959

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Bureau of Labor Statistics
Washington 25, D. C,

CONSUMER FRICE INDEX F(R AFRIL 1959

Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0,2 percent between
March and April 1959, according to the U,S, Depertment of Labor's Bureau of Iabor
Statistics, Prices were higher for transportation, medical care, recreation, and per-
sonal care, due largely to advances in service rates, Commodity prices were unchanged
on the average, despite a slight decline in food prices, The Consumer Price Index, up
0,2 percent over the year, returned to the record high level of 123.9 (1947-49‘-1003
reached in July and November 1958,

JRARSPCRTAT JON A rise of 0,3 percent in transportation prices reflected increases

of 0,3 percent in both private and public transportation. Prices of
gasoline, tires, and auto insurance were higher. A decline of 0,7 percent in dealers'
selling prices of new cars was offset by a greater than seasonal advance of 1.3 percent
in used car prices. Transit fares were up in one city.

FOoop Average food prices dropped O.1 percent in April, contimuing

a 9-month decline which was interrupted only in January.
reductions in egg prices and seasonally lower prices of milk were almost offset by
seasonal advances in prices of fresh fruits and vegetables. The food index at 117.6 was
343 percent lower than a year ago and 3.4 peroent below the July 1958 peak.

Egg mrices, decreasing for the seventh consecutive month, dropped
111 percent, much more than their usual seasonal decline. Dairy products decreased 0.8
percent as fresh milk prices were down seasonally.

Fruit and vegetable prices rose 2,4 percent over the month, with
prices of fresh fruits and vegetables up 3,7 percent. Fresh fruit prices advanced 5.3
percent as apples rose 7,5 percent and strawberries, priced for the first time this year,
were substantially highsr than at the exd of last season. Orange prices also Tose
seasonally (1,6 percent), but banssas dropped 3,5 peroent. Fresh vegetabls prices were
up 2.0 percent, in part due to unfavorable March weather in Florida Texas, with green
beans up 10,4 percent, onions 7.6 percent, ard potatoses 5.5 percent. However, with
ample supplies from California, lettuce, cabbage, and celery declined 7.1, 4.8, and 4.7
percent, respectively, PFPrices of canned fruits and wvegetables rose 0,4 percent largely
because of higher prices for canred orange juice.

Prices of meats, pouliry, ard fish increased 0,2 percent over the
month, Meat prices rose 0.5 percent, mainly because of a 1.2 percent increase in prices
of pork products, reversing an 8-month downward trend., Fork chop prices advanced 2.9
percent, and bacon was up 1.4 perecent, However, ham prices contimied to drop (0.9 per-
cent), Among other meats, rib roast, veal cutlet, round steak, and leg of lamb prices
all advanced., Chuck roast, hamburger, camned luncheon meat, and frankfurter prices were
lower, PFPrices of frying chickens declined 2,1 percent, due to plentiful supplies,

Coffes prices fell 1.3 percent, contimiing their decline of more
than a year, but cola drinks increased 0,9 percent,

Prices of cereals ard bakery products were unchanged on the average.

Restaurant meal prices rose 0,4 percent,
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BUSING Housing costs were unchanged on the average as seasonal reductions

in prices of solid fuels and fuel oil offset higher rents and home
repair and maintenanoe costs, Frices of fuel oil dropped 1.4 percent, coal 0,9 percent,
and gas bills O.4 percent, Rents contimed their upward movement, with a rise of 0,1
percent, An increase of 0,3 percent in home repair and maintenanoce costs reflected
higher prices for both labor and materials, Housefurnishings prices were unchanged as
lower prices for household textiles offset increases in prices of durable housefurnish-
ings, inclnding rugs, bedding, and some appliances, Household operation costs were up
O.1 percent; higher laundry and dry cleaning service rates more than offset lower prices
of laundry soaps and detergents,

OTHER COMMIDITIES The medical cere index advanced 0,3 percert with incressed hospital-
AND SERYICES __  ization insurance premiums and higher fees for services of dentists,
physicians, and hospitals,

Higher taxes on cigsrettes were effective in New York,

Reading and recreation prices averaged 0,3 percent higher mainly
because of increased movie admission charges, Prices of television and radio sets were
lower,

The advance of 0,2 percent in personal care was the result of
scattered incresses in prices of barber and beauty shop services and some toiletries,

Apperel rices remained at their March level as higher prices for
men's tropical suits and work gloves, women's cotton dresses, and men's, women's, and
children's shoes offset reductions in prices of women's spring coats, wool suits, and
nylon hose,

TABIE A: Revised indexes for all items and medical care
June 1958 to March 1959

(1947-49-100)
UeSe city h‘m‘—-—
Medical All Medical
Pate care dtens —caxe
1958‘ Am.g‘ 1“06 12504 14009
July 145.0 125.7 14443
August 14503 125.5 1445
October 1471 1259 145.8
Novenmber 147.4 1%.5 14508
December 14.7.6 1%.5 145.8
1959: Jamuary 148.0 126,5 1461
Pebrulry 149.0 126.7 1%01
March 149.2 126,6 146,0
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TABIE 13 Conmmer Priocs Index—United Statea eity a
Major group, subgroup, snd special group indexes, April 1959
ond perosnt chenges from selscted dates

(1947-49=100 unless ctherwise specified)

Indexes Teresnt sbangs to April 1959 from —
a April March Maroh Janusry April Yoor
1{)’59 1959 1959 1959 1958 1929
All items 123.9 123.7 0s2 0.1 0.3 1086
Yood 117.6 117.7 - o1 - 1.2 - 3.3 149.7
TYood at homs 115.3 11545 - .2 - 15 = 43 144.8
Ceresls and bakery produete———eacmmman 134.1 134.1 o] ol 1.1 13444
Moate, poultry, snd fish~——ewecmmmemme 111.5 1113 2 - 2,0 - 3.8 168,0
Deiry yroduste - 1129 113.8 - o8 - 1.1 o4 126.7
Fruits sxd vegetables———rewr—armeaumm) 123.6 120,7 2.4 146 - 9.5 167.0
Other foods at home- 1047 107.3 - 2.4 - ko7 - 6.9 116.3
Food avey from home (Jan, 1953%100)-—ees 114.8 114.3 4 o7 2.5 7))
m zl 128.7 128,7 [o] ok o8 6941
Rent. 1393 129.1 ol ok 1.5 60,9
Gaa and electricity- - 118.2 118.5 - o3 0 19 127
Solid fusls und fusl Ofl=—w—mecanmcnamae 138.7 1403 - 141 - ol 3ok 1459
Housefurnishings 103.8 103.8 0 b - 2 ok
HBousebold opsration: 133.8 133,7 o1 o5 2.2 95.6
‘mﬂ‘“ 107.0 107,0 o] o3 o3 103.8
Men's and boys* 108,0 107.8 o2 [¢) - 1.0 112.6
Woasn's and girle* 98,9 99,0 - o1 2 o7 81.5
Footwear- 132.4 132,0 3 1.2 2,0 163.2
Other sppsrel 919 9.8 o1 2 0 12644
tion: 1453 14409 3 o8 5e1 107.0
Frivate. 1344 134.0 o3 1.0 53 105.2
1o 1926 | 1920 3 o 3.5 13649
Medical ecare 14946 "49.2 3 1.1 4.8 1061
Persoml sere 130,0 129,7 2 o5 1.2 11841
Remding asd recrestion- 117.7 117.3 o3 b ] 86,8
Other Ml sd servioces 1”.2 127.3 o7 o7 08 8106
Spesial groups:
All itsms lees food 127.1 12649 2 b 1.7 83,9
411 iteas less shelter- 1215 121.4 ol (o] 2 1193
Commoditiss 11549 1549 0 - 3 - b 12446
Nondurables . 117.4 1M7.4 0 - o3 - 1¢5 128.4
Food 117.6 1177 - o1 - 1.2 - 33 149.7
Nondurablee lees food: 117.5 1174 ol o7 8 100,2
Apparel. 107.0 106.9 o1 3 4 10504
Nontwrables less food and spparel--4 126.6 1264 2 1.0 1.1 92,1
Durehles 112,6 112,5 o1 2 2.7 9645
Now oars 139.0 140,0 - o7 - 14 5.7 1A879
Used cars (Jan, 1953=100)- - 91.8 90,6 1.3 2.7 1446 )
Dorebles leas cars 103.3 103.2 ol 2 - 2 80.3
Commodities lees food 1145 114ek ol vy 1.5 92,8
Sarvicos 144.8 Uhoh o3 b 1.9 80,1
Rent. peE—, - : :13.6?:2 :39.1 o1 oh 1.5 60,9
Sarvi 8 re. 4549 3 7 0
Housshold opsrstiom services, gas, 2 9.2
axd electricity———e——memeeen 133.9 1338 o1 5 2.4 5349
Transportation eorvices——e——eeamund 179.1 178.4 4 5 362 123.6
Medisal care -glim———-—-— 155.2 15442 6 146 S5eh 120.1
Other services 3/ 130.6 130.2 o3 + o5 4 124.0
Fursbaaing poves: of the commmer dollar
(1947-49=$1.00) $0,807 $0.808 - o - | - . 52,1

J/lotnnua.uo
Imld-hmum interest, taxes, insureanse, anl upksep, not shoun seperately.
mem. M; tuu: :l.m:ndqhop.-ﬂm;an:ln televisicn repairs, barber
mmupm.umm.
® Revised, 3es Tahle A for revised indexss from June 1958 forwerd,
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4 TABIE 2:

Consumer Frice Index--ill items indexes and percent changes, selected dates
U.3, city average and 20 large cities

~49=100 Percent change to
Indexes (1947~49=100) o rrom —
Apr. Jan, Apr, Toar Jan, Apre Yoar
City 1959 1959 1958 1939 1959 1958 1939
United States oity average: 123,9 123.8 123,5 9.4 0,1 0.3 108,6
Cities priced monthly 1/
Chicago 12744 1271 127,0 58.6 2 o3 117.4
Detroit 12305 123.3 1240‘ 5900 o2 - 7 1@03
Los Angel #126,6 126,5 125.6 6044 o1 R ] 109.6
Hew York: 122,0 121,8 12142 60,1 2 o7 103.0
Phﬂldolphi_ 1806 1230‘ 1&09 59.2 02 .6 10808
Cities prioed in Jamuary, April, Apr. Jen, Apre Yoar Jan, Apr, Yoar
July, October 2/ 1959 1959 1958 1939 1959 1958 1939
Boston- 125,41 12544 1245 61.b - .2 o5 105.1
Kansas City 12545 12445 123,7 6147 .8 1.5 10344
Minneapoli 125.1 125.3 12401 60,7 - o2 8 10641
nt“mdl 12‘.5 12444 12308 5801 o1 06 114.3
Portland, Oregon 12543 1242 125.,0 5843 o9 o2 1149
Cities priced in Merch, June, Mar, Dec, ¥er, Yoar Dsa. Her. Year
Sspteamber, December 2/ 1959 1958 1958 1939 1958 1958 1939
Atlant 12443 1244 12449 58-3 - o1 - 5 11342
Baltimore. 1264 2545 12441 5749 «7 19 118.3
Cincinnati 122,2 12244 122.3 5844 - .2 - et 109,2
St, Loul 1260 125.7 1245 593 2 1e2 112.5
San Francisco 129.0 12749 12647 5846 «9 1.8 12041
Cities prioced in February, My, Feb, Nov, Feb, Year Hov, Feb, Year
August, November 2/ 1959 1958 1958 1939 19358 1958 1939
Cleveland 12448 124¢5 1245 842 o2 2 110,8
"w— 12‘.1 12402 1&.3 5905 - 01 1.5 1%06
8 nt 12003 1mo7 119-1 5805 - 03 1.0 105.6
80.1’.(’-1 1%09 1%00 12500 5902 07 105 11‘0‘
Washington, D. C. 121,.3 121.5 120,3 60.4 - o2 o8 100,8
1/ Rents priced bimonthly,
2/ Poods, fuels, and a few other items yrioed monthly; rents and other commodities and services priced quarterly.
* See Table A for revised indexss from June 1958 forward.
TABIE 35 Copmmer Price Index—Percent changes fram Mareh 1959 to April 1959
U.Se city average and five cities priced monthly
All items and commodity groups
Reading Other
All Transpar- | Medical | Perscnal and goods &
City items Food Houasing Apparel tation care care recreation | servioces
United States city average— 0.2 - 0.1 (o} 4] 0.3 0,3 0,2 0,3 0.7
Chiocago—reeem ———— 2 - - 2 0,3 - 0.3 [} 147 1,0 - o3 o1
Detroit. 2 2 o1 o1 1.2 0 o] 143 o1
Los Angeles —————] %0 - o2 - o1 o1 ohy * 3 o4 o5 o1
New York: — ] 2 2 - o1 8 o1 - o2 2 2.5
Philadelphigemeervecananae 2 - o2 o3 - o1 o3 o1 2 246 0

* Based on revised indexes for March.
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TABIX 43 Consumer Prios Index——All items and commodity groups
April 1959 imdexes and perocent changes, Jamuary 1959 to April 1959
U.S. ecity average and 10 cities priced in April 1959

U.B.
QGrowp City Kansas los Mune- | New Fiila- | Pitts~ | Fortland,
Average jnolton Chicego | Detroit) City |Angeles | apolis | York |delphia burgh Oregon
Indexes {1947-h$s100)
All items 1239 | 125.1 [127.4 123.5] 125.5 [ 126.6 [125,1 [ 122,0 | 1238 124.3 [ 1253

Food 1176 | 1173 [ 1152 11762 1116 | 12341 [118,1 | 119,5 | 1202 | 118.7 | 119.2
Food at home eee-eseseomce- =mme=] 15,3 | 113.9 | 112.5 1147| 10847 | 11847 [115,0 | 1168 | 1173 | 11649 | 11649
Ceresls and bakery products --| 134,1 | 132,4 | 129.5 12562 12742 [ 14601 [134e5 | 14146 | 1387 | 13249 | 14044
Meats, ponltry, and figh ~=w== 1115 1127 10‘08 1‘"06 10503 1111 10’06 113.,8 - 11308 11006 11‘0‘
Dairy product 12,9 [ 1109 |[113.4 10841 10749 | 11049 }104e8 | 1151 | 1162 | 11445 } 117.3
Fruits and vegetables ~=--ce=« | 1”06 117.8 121.0 133,.8 115.5 133.7 132,2 120.6 1235 121.3 11942
Other foods at home =ee--==c==| 104,7 | 101,0 |108.8 104ed| 9762 [ 10666 |110,3 | 10541 | 103.1 | 114ed | 106,3
Housing 1307 135.2 139.,0 1273 1%.6 13502 127,0 12549 12208 12806 18.6
Rent 139.3 | 147.5 - 14447| 141.6 o [154,0 | 129,9 - | 131,11 | 1376
Gas and electricity =-e-secawe-e 11842 | 11440 | 12943 117.3| 121.3 | 130,7 [135.3 115.5 | 10344 | 13644 | 102,0
801id fuels and fuel 0il =w=-==- 138,7 | 14347 | 14449 126,9| 131.8 = {13244 | 1451 | 138.7 | 13541 | 141.5
Housefurnishings e-e=e--cecece-- 103,8 | 10142 {10141 109461 10347 | 1015 | 99¢4 | 1039 | 108.4 | 107.9 | 103.8
Household operstion ==e-=ee=--e- 133,8 | 131.7 13649 122,9] 13649 (12342 (13145 | 132:2 | 135.1 ] 143.3 | 129,0
Apparel 107,0 | 103.2 |109+4 10448| 10448 | 108,3 [107.7 | 106,0 | 105,2 | 10443 | 110.8
Men's and boys' =—e-w-=- et 108.,0 | 10447 [113.5 10842] 107.6 | 110.7 |10844 | 108,0 | 108,2 | 103.9 | 12,7
Women's and girls' =---cecccmwee 98,9 | 95.4 | 98.1 9%e7] 9649 | 100,0 |10143 96,3 9449 | 9641 | 100,7
Footwear 1324 126.,2 135.8 12942 1%.‘ 1327 12844 133.2 133,7 12309 138.7
Other Qm‘l Rt Sttt 91,9 %.7 95.6 8508 8709 8‘06 9307 9508 92«7 9800 9802
Transportation 1453 | 15249 | 1547 13843 | 15304 | 14165 [130,0 | 14601 | 15143 | 15843 | 1443
Private 14k |127.2 (13666 | 134ea| 13902 | 13708 [125:0 | 12703 | 130.9 | 132.0 | 138.1
Public 192,6 | 168,8 | 19649 15703 | 25104 | 162.1 [16648 | 19104 | 19304 | 237.7 | 196.8
Medicsl care 14946 | 15941 |158.5 157.8| 170,6 | 14644 [1919 | 137.6 | 152.2 | 158.0 | 141.1
Parsonal eATe —omoom S— 130,0 |132:0 [13105 | 133.6| 13603 | 134e1 13703 | 1228 | 1349 | 12704 | 133.5
Reading and recreation =eewcecce=e 1177 | 11462 | 12244 11460] 133.4 | 103.2 [124,7 120,1 122,9 | 1097 | 12447
Other goods &nd services ===-ase=e=| 128,2 | 126,9 | 1211 1357 | 12407 | 12401 [131.2 130,1 128,3 | 12746 | 1274

All items Oe1 | = 042 042 042 0,8 | % 0a1 §= 0,2 0,2 0,2 0.1 049
Food - 1,2 = 12 - o‘ = 142} = 106 - 08 ~ o2 = 1.0 = 1e2 - 106 - 10‘
Food at homs ~ecvoccoccncecs emme | = 145 [ = 18 |= o6 =15 =241 [ =13 |= b | =15 =16 ] =241 | =241
Cereals and bakery products -- o1 | = o1 540 - o1 - o2 8 0 [ = o6 | = 5} = o2 0
Meats, poultry, and fish <=ce- = 2,0 | =23 - o8 = 1e3] = 342 = 3,6 - o9 = 2.1 - 146 =27 | = 344
Dairy products ~-=-eee m————ee = 1e1 | = 4e1 5 - 3.0| = &2 8 o1 =26 | =23 -2.2] -
Fruits and vegetables -=-c==e- 1.6 o3 o7 3,2 147 1ok 5.8 1.8 16| = 5| = o7
Other foods at home =er-cee- = | = 4eT [ = 148 {= 543 =53] =642 | =39 [-52 | =31 = 4T | =37 | = 4o
Housing ok o1 o5 o8 B = o1 |[= o2 © o8 T1e1 1e2
Rent oh o2 - [1/= 3 3 -— o8 |1/ 5 -— o3 ok
Gas and electricity =--e-ccec=-- 0 0 o5 3 o7 0 6.0 - ol 0 0 0
80114 fwels and fuel 0il ~eccame - o1 |- o8 2 0 4e? -— 16 - 2 53 0 3.7
Nousefurnishings ~-~=--c-ceacea- X3 8 o8 1,71 1.9 o5 o o4 5 2.8 0
Howsehold operation ==e=c=e=. ———u 5 |= o3 2,1 2:5] = o1 o1 [= 2.5 - 2 1e1 13 1 = o9
Apparel o3 - 1 = o6 o1 K3 o1 o7 o3 1.0 13 0
Mezn's and boys' ~-cccccaa- ——esow 0 o1 - oR - o6 kb 1= o1 o1 o1 o1 2 0
Women's and girls' ~cecccccceccs o2 | = o7 |=1.8 - o1 b [+ 141 0 o7 2:1 | = o5
Footwear 1.2 1.9 9 1e3 1e3 1.1 9 142 2.8 1e4 107
Other SpPATe]l ~ecereccacecccaces ] 0 |= o 162 2 0 o5 o1 8| = o7 0
Transportation ~ee--m-mceecaa ——oee 8 |= o1 [= o1 11| 4e2 1.7 |- o8 1.0 ol o5 6,0
Frivate 160 [= o1 [= o1 143 541 2,0 = o9 144 - o5 b 7.0
Public- A 0 0 [o] 0 0 0 [} 24k [} (]
Medical care * 1.4 3 4e3 34 b |% 2 |- G2 1¢5 149 1.2 0
NT0nLl CATS =ececees S e - 5 15 1.7 0f 3.2 «8 7T | = b | = o & 8
Reading &nd recreation o - o . o - 7 2.8 1.0 0 o1 24| - o9 ok
Other goeds and services ~memwecee o7 o1 |= o2 o1 0 o1 (] 2,5 - o2 (] ol

¥ Based on revised indexes for Jamuary. Ses Table A for revised indexes from June 1958 forward.
1/ Change from Februsry 1959 to April 1959,
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TABIE 53 Ceaswmer Price Index -- Food and its
April 1959 iadexes amd

U.8. ¢city average and 20 citie
Diovrbpazog] oo

subgroups
perosnt changes, March 1959 to April 1959

Total Cereals and Meats, poultry, Dairy Frutts and Other
c1ey Total food food at howe | bakery products and fish pr gotabl foods at bome
Index ichr::n.c Index lebreont Index !:roont Index l;brc.nt Index !e'oreont Index l;breont Index ?r«nt

UeBe clty sverage === 11766 | = 01 | 1153 |~ 062 | 13401 0] 11165 | 0a2 | 112,9 |~ 0,8 | 12346 | 2.4 | 1047} - 2.4

5 P ppee———— | [ X o7 | 1141 o6 | 125,5] = 0.2 | 11445 | 1e3 | 1138 [= o2 [125.7 | 3.2 99:7| = 11

el cemcenneeee | 117:3 o1 | 1139 0 | 1286 o2 | 111.8 09 | 116:9 |- o3 | 1166 | 2.6 | 103.4] - 2.9

Doston cvccacrsccccea 117.3 - 08 113.9 - 1.0 132.‘ 02 112.7 - 06 110.9 - ‘01 117.8 05 101.0 - 103

Chicago =vecemmacceee | 1152 |= o2 | 112,5 |- 2 1295] = o1 ] 104.8 5 113.4 o1 121.0 1.6 108.8| - 2.8

Cincinnati ceceecemes | 118,17 3 115.4 3 133.4] = 1] 110,6 5 1124 |- o1 1241 3.3 108,0( - 1.8

Cleveland 1143 o1 | 111.8 o1 128.9] - 3| 1056 162 | 1103 |= o1 [115.4 9 108,0| - 2.1

Betroit 117.2 o2 | 1147 2 | 125.,2 «3 | 107.6 o6 | 10801 |~ o3 [133.8 | 3e2 | 104e4| - 2.5

BOUStOn =evccrcamccs | 1147 |= o8 | 112,7 |- 1.0 125.7| = «1]106,7 |= &9 | 113.5 |~ 2 |125.8 «8 102.4 | - 3.6

Emnsas City 1116 0 | 108.7 |~ o1 127.2 0/ 105.3 6 ] 1079 |- o1 1155 | 2.4 97.2} - 3.4

188 Angeles c-cecewe | 1281 |« 2 | 1187 - o4 | 14641 o 11141 «3 | 1109 o1 | 133.7 2 | 106.6]| = 2,5

Mixneapolis ——ww—eem | 1181 | (1/) | 115.0 | (1/) | 134.5| (/) [1076 | (1/) | 1048 | (1/) (13222 | (1) | 110.3] W)

Fow Yorh wecccrceecss | 119,5 2 | 1168 |- o1 1416 = 46| 1138 (= o9 | 115.1 |~ 2.2 | 1206 6.4 105.1| = 2.4

Miladelphia =ccecces | 1202 = 2 | 117.3 |- 3 138.7 0]113,8 162 | 11642 |- 1.9 | 123.5 Te1 103,1 - 2.5

Pittaburgh ——evoceeee | 118,7 j= o1 | 11649 |~ o4 132,9| = 1| 110.6 o1 | 1145 |~ 2,3 | 121.3 24 1hed| = 201

Mm’ “o aweee 119.2 - o2 116.9 - o‘ 1‘00‘ o1 11“ - o‘ 11"0’ [+] 119.2 03 1“03 - 1.‘

8%, Lowls =e-ccecceee | 118,7 0 | 114.0 0 | 1245 = o2 1060k [= ob | 1056 |- o2 [132:1 | 460 | 1115] = 24

San Francisce wecceea | 122,2 |« o5 120,1 |= 7 1%47:2| = 1] 1162 3 115¢4 |~ 13 132.3 o5 105.3 | - 2.9

Scranton o= | 114ed [= o3 [ 113.7 |- o 135.9| = o1 |112,6 To1 | 1105 |- 2,4 | 115.1 146 10144 | - 2.8

Seattle ~--—e 120.2 o5 | 118.4 o | 1467 o8 11137 | 1.2 | 116.0 o5 [128h | 146 | 103.7| - 17

Washingtes, DeCo ==== | 1185 |= o3 | 1158 |- .4 132.2 oR | 112,2 |= o4 | 1175 = 2 |119.2 1¢4 105,6 | - 2.3

TABIE 6 Conswmer Price Index -~ Aversge retail prices of selected foods
UsSe city average
Apre Tare e Yor.
Food and wnit % 1959 Food ead wait 5 1959

Cereals and bakery prodwstis: Cents Cents Fresh— Continued Cents Cents
Flowr, wheat s b 549 5449 Peaches % a—
Biscuit mix —e-- 20 oz. 2.8 26.8 Stravberries # ---- 34.7
Cors meal 1b. 12.9 12.9 Grapes, seedless %

Rice . 18.5 18.5 Vatermelons #* —evo—ccecamcaoaa

Bolled 0ats ~e—ceceeccccscccees 18 oz, 204 0.4 Potat. 55.8 52.8
Corn flakes me~ercmeceemscesese 13 oz. 25.6 2546 S T e —— %1 142
Breed, white 1n. 19.6 19.6 Onions 16.9 15.7
8048 Creckers ~eececcccecencceans Ib. 292 29.3 Carrots 1401 143
Yanilla cookles ===eemceee ———— 7 02 24k 24k Lettuce 15.5 16,7

Mests, poultry, and fish: . Celery 12.3 12,9
Bound stesk w.| 107.7 107.2 Cabbage 8.9 94
Cimch rosst 1. 6408 65.2 Tomatq 32.3 32.1
Rib roast . 82,9 82,1 fleans, green ==-ecceveemecccae 29.8 27.0
Bamburger 1. 550 5502 Canned :

Veal cutlets w.| 1415 140.6 Orange juice seceecoce-us K79 AT+4
Pork chops, center cat Ib. 84.0 81.7 Peach 6.4 3642
Bacom, sliced ———ee Ib. 68.4 67.5 Pineapple —w-eeccecccceean 3641 36.0
Bem, whole 1. 63.1 63.7 Fruit cocktail ——-c-ceecew #303 can| 27,9 7.8
Lawb, leg ™. B2 e Corn, creaa style 1944 191
Frankfurters 1n. 64,8 64.9 Peas, gresn ~e-weevece- == #303 can| 20,8 20,8
Lunchecn neat, canued eeeeeewe= 13 oz.| 5145 51.8 t = 15.6 1548
Frying chickens, ready-to-cook == Ib. 42,7 43.6 Baby f00dS ~—=-c==wee== 10,1 10,1
Ocesn perch, fillet, frozem -=---~ 1b. &7.9 K77 Dried:

Baddock, fillet, fromen ==e—v—eca Ib. 60,6 59,7 Prunes . | 39.% 967
Salnoa, pink, canmed =eceweece-- 16 oz. 611 60.9 Beans 1b. 173 17.2
Taoa fish, camped —ecw—-== 8 to 6} oz. 33.5 33,5 Other foods at home:

Dairy products; Tomato soup 0% to 11-0z. can| 1246 12,5
Milk, fresh, (grocery) —==w-e---- qt. 2.9 24,0 Beans with pork ——-ceccecee 180z, can 1541 15.1
Milk, fresh, (delivered) ---v---- qt. 24,9 25.2 Pickles, gliced-=—=-====mm=e= 19 oz 2.6 2645
Ice cresm t. 29.7 29.7 Catswp, tomat 14 oz. 2.7 2.7

t b, Yook [ 7% Coffae 1b, oan 8.1 9.5
Chesse, American process ==--==e= 1b. 58,0 58,0 Coffee 1be bag | 6145 619
Milk, evaporated -we--e-c~lifi-oz. can 15.2 15.2 Tes bags —----emew—m=—-- - phg. of 16| 24,1 2462

Fruits and vegstables: Cola drink, carton ---wveccc-e 36 oz. 2944 29,2

Frozen: Shortening, hydrogenated —=--== 3 I1b. 88,8 8944
Stravberries ———e 10 oz. 25.1 26,1 Margarine, colored ----e-ceeoe-- ™. 28,0 8.3
Orangs juice concentrate ---- 6 ox. 248 249 Lara 1b. 204 20,7
I R e ——— ——e 10 oz. 2J,0 20,0 Salad dressing ~weerccccccece-c= pt, 37,9 37.8
Bealo, green =~eeeececmwmc=e 9 oz, 22,8 batter Ib. 559 5549

Fresh: Sngar 8. | 56,7 5649
Apples 1>, 1449 13,8 COrn Eyrap ---w-=--ce-cescee-s 2 oz 2604 260k
1n. 16.3 16.9 Grape jelly -e-cecmecemeroco-- 13 0z. | 28,3 2801
Oranges, size 200 wwwec—cee—-= doz. 62,1 6141 Chocolate bar 1 oz. 5.1 5.2
lamons Ib. 18.7 18.9 Eggs, Grade A, large —--<-==ce- gdoz. 0 5ke1
Grapsfruit * sach 11.8 1.6 Gelatin, flavored ==-===== 3 to 4 oz. 9.2 9.2

# Priood only im season.

1/ Tot available.

http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

Labor D.C. - BLS58-0332



Brief Explapetion of the CFPI

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average changes in prices of goods and
services usually bought by city families of wage earnsrs and clerical workers. It is
based on prices of about 300 items which were selected so that their price changes would
rerresent the movement of prices of all goods and services purchased by wage and clerical
femilies; they include all of the important items in family spending. Prices for these
items are obtained in 46 cities which were chosen to represent all urban places in the
United States; they are collected from grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling
stations, and other types of stores and service establishments which wage-earner and
clerical-worker families patronize,

Prices of foods, fuels, and a few other items are obtained every month in all
46 cities. Prices of most other commodities and services are collected every month in
the 5 largest cities and every 3 months in other cities. Almost all prices are obtained
by personal visits of the Bureau's trained representatives.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various items in each city are
averaged together with weights which represent their importance in family spending. City
data are then combined in the total index with weights based on the 1950 populations of
clties they represent. Index numbers are computed on the base 1947-49=100,

The national index (the United States city average) includes prices from the
20 large cities for which separate indexes are published in this report, as well as
from the following 26 medium-sized and small citiess

Anna, Illinois Huntington, W. Virginia Pulaski, Virginia
Camden, Arkansas lLaconia, New Hampshire Ravenna, Chio
Canton, Chio Lodi, California Rawlins, Wyoming
Charleston, W. Virginia Lynchburg, Virginia San Jose, California
Evansville, Indiana Madill, Oklahoma Sandpoint, Idaho
Garrett, Indiana Madison, Wisconsin Shawnee, (klahoma
Glendale, Arigona Middlesboro, Kentucky Shenandoah, Iowa
Grand Forks, N, Dakota Middletown, Comnecticut Youngstown, Chio

Grand Island, Nebraska Newark, Chio

Comparisons of city indexes show only that prices in one city changed more or
less than in another. The city indexes cannot be used to measure differences in price
levels or in living costs between cities.

A description of the index is contained in BLS Bulletin 1140, “The Consumer
Price Index: A lLayman's Guide," which may be purchased for 20 cents at any Bureau of
Labor Statistics regional office (addresses below) or from the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. A more technical
description of the index appears in BLS Bulletin 1168, “Techniques of Preparing Major BLS
Statistical Series."” Reprints of chapter 9, pertaining to the CPI, are available on
request to the Bureau of Labor Statistics in Washington or at any of its regional offices.

Historical series of index numbers for the United States city average and for
20 large cities are available upon request. These series include index mumbers for All
Items, Food, Apparel, and Rent for periods from 1913 to date; and for other groups of
goods and services from 1935 to date.

BLS Reglonal QOffices

Atlanta New York Chicago San Francisco Boston
1371 Peachtree 341 Ninth Ave. 105 West Adams St. 630 Sansome St. 18 Oliver St.
Street, N. E, Zone 1 Zone 3 Zone 11 Zone 10
Zone 9
IABR - D, C.
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OCCUPATIONAL WAGE SURVEYS

(BLS Bulletins 1240-1 through 11)

Boston

18 Oliver Street

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

The U. S.Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics has released 11 of this year’s
occupational wage surveys for major labor markets. Reports for 9 additional areas are in process.
The studies were conducted during the winter 1958-59. The individual bulletins provide earnings
information on about GO jobs selected from several categories: Office clerical, professional and
technical, maintenance and powerplant, and custodial and material movement.

In addition to areawide averages and distributions of workers by earnings classes for each
job, information is provided wherever possible by major industry division, including manufacturing,
public utilities, finance, trade, and services.

Also presented for allareas except Denver, Memphis, Minneapolis-St. Paul, Newark-Jersey
City, and St. Louis are data for paid holidays; paid vacations; scheduled weekly hours; health, in-
surance, and pension plans; minimum entrance rates; and shift differential practices.

The areas covered, survey date, bulletin number, and price are as follows:

Baltimore

Boston

Buffalo

Dallas

Denver

Memphis
Minneapolis-St. Paul
Newark-Jersey City
Philadelphia

St. Louis

Seattle

August 1958
October 1958
September 1958
October 1958
December 1958
January 1959
January 1959
December 1958
November 1958
October 1958
August 1958

1240-2
1240-6
1240-3
1240-5
1240-7
1240-10
1240-11
1240-9
1240-8
1240-4
1240-1

Cents

25
25
25
25
20
20
20
20
30
15
25

Send orders (accompanied by check or money order) to the Superintendent of Documeats,
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., or to any of the following U. S. Department of
Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics regional sales offices:

New York

BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS

Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

341 Ninth Avenue

Atlanta
1371 Peachtree Street, NE.

Chicago
105 West Adams Street

San Francisco
630 Sansome Sireet
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PAID HOLIDAY PROVISIONS IN MAJOR UNION CONTRACTS, 1958
A study of 1,736 collective bargaining agreements, covering almost
8,000,000 workers, analyzing:

# Number of Paid Holidays

* Changes Since 1950

*

Holiday Premium Pay

*

Eligibility Requirements

*

Pay for Holidays on Nonworkdays

*

Unpaid Holidays

(25 pages, 11 tables)

Order as BLS Bulletin 1248 and send check or money order to any of these
Bureau of Iabor Statistics regional offices:

341 9th Ave. 18 Oliver St. 105 West Adams St.
New York 1, N. Y. Boston 10, Mass. Chicago 3, Ill.
1371 Peachtree St., NE 630 Sansome St.
Atlanta 9, Ga. San Francisco 11, Calif.

or to the Superintendent of Documents, Washingtom 25, D. C.
Price 25 ceuts a copy
ORDER FORM
Enclosed find $ (check or money order). Please send me copies of
BLS Bull. 1248, Paid Holiday Provisions in Major Union Contracts, 1958, 25 cents

a copy. (Twenty-five percent discount on orders of 100 copies or more. )

Name

Street Address

City, Zone, and State

LS59 2935

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS
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