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U.S. DEPARTMENT (F LAB(R
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Washington 25, D. C.

CONSUMER FRICE INDEX F(R JANUARY 1959

Consumer prices in United States cities edged up 0.1 percent between
December 1958 and January 1959, according to the U, S. Department of Labor's Bureau of
Iabor Statistics. Lower prices for apparel, housefurnishings, and transportation did not
quite offset advances in prioces of food, medical and personal care, and recreation,

The January Consumer Price Index was 123.8 percent of the 1947-49
average, 1.2 percent higher than in January 1958,

FOoD Food prices rose 0.3 percent in January, following a five-month

decline, Increases in prices of fresh vegetables, beef, veal, and
poultry were only partially offset by decreases for fresh fruits, pork, coffee, eggs,
and milk, The food index, at 119.0, was 0.7 percent higher than a year ago, but was 2.2
percent below the July 1958 peak,

Average prices of meats, poultry, and fish as a group rose 0.7 per-
cent, largely as a result of increases for beef, veal, and poultry.  Beef and veal prices
continued the upward movement of the past four months, with round steak up 1.8 percent
and hamburger 1.6 percent. Prices of frying chickens, after almost 2 years of steady
decline, increased 4.5 percent over the month., Fork prices were 0.6 percent lower, as
bacon prices fell 1.0 percent and other cuts decreased moderately with increased market-
ings of hogs. Leg of lamb prices declined 2.4 percent.

Fruit and vegetable prices increased 1.3 percent, on the average,
the net effect of widely divergent movements. Fresh vegetable prices rose 8.4 percent,
with green beans up 34.0 percent, cabbage 32.9 percent, tomatoes 15.2 percent, onions
14.0 percent, and potatoes 4.9 percent. Supplies of these vegetables, normally low in
January, were affected by adverse weather conditions. Lettuce prioces declined 8.1 per-
cent with ample supplies. Fresh fruit prioces were down 3,2 percent as supplies of scme
items increased. Prices of oranges fell 8.2 percent and bananas 3.5 percent, but apple
prices increased 3.7 percent. Frozen orange Juice prioces declined 5.3 percent, but most
other processed fruits and vegetables were higher in price,

Coffee prices fell 2., peroent, marking the twelfth month of contin-
uous decline, a drop of 14.3 percent since January 1958, Egg prices continued their
decline with a 1.3 percent drop which was less than the usual seasonal decline.

Dairy products declined 0.2 peroent, as fresh milk prices were down
O+4 percent and ice cream prices fell 0,3 percent.

Frices of cereals and bakery products decreased 0.1 percent,

Prices of restaurant meals increased 0.4 percent, resuming their
upward movement after a decline in December,

HOUSING Housing costs were unchanged on the whole, largely because lower

housefurnishings prices offset seasonal advances in prices of fuels,
Rents were up 0.1 percent and household operation costs advanoced 0.2 percent. House-
furnishings prices declined 0.4 percent as traditional January white sales brought
reductions for household textiles, particularly sheets and towels, which more than offset
same increases for furniture, bedding, and appliances.
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APPAREL Apparel prices dropped 0.7 percent, primarily the result of seasonal

reductions for fall and winter apparel. PFPrices were lower for women's
and girls' coats, women's wool and rayon suits, men's topcoats, suits, and slacks, and
men's and boys' jackets, Footwear prices advanced 0.3 percent.

OTHER COMM(DITIES Transportation costs were 0,1 percent lower as dealers' selling
AD SERVICES ___  prices for new cars declined 1.8 percent and more than offset
substantial increases in rates for auto insurance,

Fersonal care was up 0.3 percent, largely because of higher prices
for men's haircuts in several cities, and some scattered advances for cosmetics,

A rise of 0.2 percent in costs of medical care was daue to scattered
reports of higher fees for professional and hospital services,

The inecrease of O,1 percent in reading and recreation was the result
of higher movie admission charges which more than offset reductions in sporting goods
prices,
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TABIE 1t Consumer Prioce Index-——United States ol

averege
Major group, subgroup, and special group indexes, ?amary 1959

and peroent changes from selscted dates
(1947493100 unless othervise specified)

Indexes Poroent change to Jamary 1959 from -—-
January Decenb Decenb October January Year
Group 1959 1958 1958 1958 1958 1939
A11 items 123.8 123.7 0.1 0.1 142 108.4
Food 119.0 118,7 3 - .6 o7 152.7
FYood at home 117.1 116.8 3 - o8 3 148.6
Coreals and bakery produote—eewe—eesl  133.9 1340 - 0 101 1341
Meats, poultry, and fighe—eemweceeemewel 113.8 113.0 o7 - o7 3.3 173.6
Dairy produocts: 1141 114.3 - o2 - o3 - o4 129.1
Fruits and vegetables 121.7 120.1 1.3 6 - o2 162.9
Other foods at home: 109.9 1107 - . - 2.9 - 2.8 127.1
Food awey from home (Jan. 19532100)ememad 11440 113.6 4 6 2,6 w)
Housing 2/ 128,2 128,2 0 2 K] 68.5
Rent o 138.8 138.7 o1 o4 1.5 60,3
Gas and electricity- 118.2 118.2 0 o1 2.2 12,7
Solid fuels and fuel oil. 138.9 137.0 1ed 24 oh 14643
Hwnfmilhinct 103-2 103 06 - o4 - o2 - 1,0 93 3
Household operati 133.1 132.8 o2 5 2.6 9/..6
1 106.7 107.5 - o7 - 6 - o2 103.2
Men's and boys' 108.0 108.4 - b o1 - <9 112.6
Vaesn's and girls' 98.7 100,2 - 1.5 - 1.5 - .1 81,1
Footwear 130.8 130.4 o3 5 1.2 160.0
Other apparel 91.7 92.3 - W7 - o1 - .2 125.9
Transportati 14401 1443 - 1 1.0 3.9 105.3
Frivate. 133.1 133.3 - o2 1.0 3.7 103.2
Public 191.8 191.8 0 o7 542 135.9
Medical care: 147.6 147.3 o2 6 4e2 103.3
Personal ear 12944 129.0 o3 o5 1.3 117.1
Rasding and recreati 117.0 116.9 o1 3 o3 85.7
Other goods and Servioes—-e—rm~accmwmamend 127.3 127.3 0 o1 o2 80,3
Special groups:
All items less food 1264 126.5 - o3 14 82.9
4ll items less shelt 121.5 121.5 0 (o] 1.2 119.3
Commoditi 116.2 116.3 - o1 - o2 o7 125.2
Fondurabl 117.8 117.8 0o - o5 3 129.2
Food. - 119.0 118.7 o3 - 6 o7 152.7
Nondurables less food 116.7 117.0 - 3 - o - o3 .
Apparel 106.7 107.5 - W7 - o5 - o1 104.8
Nondurablee less food and apperel——q  125.4 125.4 o - 4 - o3 90,3
Darabl 1244 112.9 - 1.1 1.7 96.2
Bov ocars 141.0 143.6 - 1.8 bel 5.9 14744
Used ears (Jan., 1953=100 Jommrmmmmrmmeed 89.4 89.6 - .2 8 115 (1/)
Darables less oars 103.1 103.2 - 1 o1 - 79.9
Comsodities less food 114.0 11444 - W3 o1 ok 91.9
Servios 143.9 14345 o3 6 2.4 79.0
Rent 138.8 138.7 o1 o 1.5 60,3
Servioes less rent 14544 145.0 o3 o6 2,6 97.8
Household operation esrvices, gas,
and eleotrici 133.2 133.0 2 5 2.7 53.1
Transportation eervices 178.2 176.2 1.1 1.5 S5¢4 122.5
Medical care services 152.7 152.4 o2 .6 4e5 116.6
Other services 3/- 129.9 129.8 o1 o4 101 122.8
Purchasing power of the consumer dollar
(1947-49=$1.00) $0.808 $0.808 ] o - 1.2 -52.0

1/2/ Kot available.

Includes house purchase, interest, taxes, insurence, and urkeep, not shown separately.
3/ Includes house purchase, intersst, taxes, insurancs, and upkeep services; shoe repairs, television repairs, barber

and beauty shop services, and movies.
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4 TABIE 23 Consumer Frios Index-—All items indexss and peroent ochanges, selected dates

U.S. oity average and 20 large cities

Indexes (1947-49=100)

Peroent change to
ourrent month from —

January | October | Janvery Year October | January Yoar
City 1959 1958 1958 1939 1958 1958 1939
United States oity average 123.8 123.7 122.3 594 0.1 1.2 108.4
Cities prioced monthly 1/
Chd, 127.1 127.3 126.1 58.6 -.2 .8 116.9
Detroit 123.3 123.3 123.7 59.0 0 - .3 109.0
Loa Angele 126.2 125.6 123.7 60.4 .5 2.0 108.9
New York: 121.8 121.5 120.0 60.1 .2 1.5 102,7
Philedelphis. 123.4 123.3 122.2 59.2 .1 1.0 108.4
Cities prioed in January, April January | October |J Year October | January Yoar
July, October 2/ ! ’ 1959 1958 1958 1939 1958 1958 1939
Bost 125.4 125.4 123.4 61.0 0 1.6 105.6
Kansas City 124.5 124.9 122.4 61.7 - .3 1.7 101.8
Minneapolis 125.3 124.5 123.2 60.7 .6 1.7 106.4
Pittsburgh 124.4 124.5 .6 58.1 -.1 1.5 114.1
Portland, Oregon 124.2 124.5 123.3 58.3 - .2 7 113.0
Cities priced in March, June, December | Se; December Yoar September | December Yoar
Septesber, December 2/ 1958 1958 1957 1939 1958 1957 1939
Atlanta 124..4 124.6 122.4 58.3 - .2 1.6 113.4
Baltimore 125.5 124.8 122.1 57.9 .6 2.8 116.8
Cincinnati 122.4 122.5 120.8 58.4 -.1 1.3 109.6
St. Louls 125.7 125.3 122.5 59.3 .3 2.6 112.0
San Francisco 127.9 128.4 124.8 58.6 - o4 2.5 118.3
Cities prioed in Febru November | August November Year Auvgust November Yoar
August. Bovember 3/ " 7 1958 1958 1957 1939 1958 | 1957 1939
glov:hﬁ 124.5 125.1 123.3 59.2 - .5 1.0 110.3
124.2 124.0 122.4 59.5 2 1.5 108.7
Scranton 120.7 120.4 117.8 58.5 2 2.5 106.3
Seattle 126.0 126.3 123.9 59.2 - .2 1.7 112.8
Washington, D. C. 121.5 121.2 119.4 60.4 2 1.8 101.2

31/ Rants priced

bimonthly.
2/ Foods, fuels, and & few other items prioced monthly; rents and other commodities and servioes prioced quarterly.

TABIE 33 Consvmer Price Index~~Peroent changes from December 1958 to January 1959
onthly

U.S, oity average and five cities priced m
All items and oommodity groups

Reeding Other

All Transpor- | Medical | Personal and goods &

City items Food Bousing Apparel tation care oare recreation | services
United States oity average— 0.1 0.3 4] - 0.7 - 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.1 0
Chioago——me=- v—— .1 o5 - 0.3 .2 - .2 .3 - .2 - 4 4]
Detroit. e 0 .1 - .2 ERPS § b 0 -.1 .3 0
Los Angeles 0 2 - .3 - .1 .3 o2 4] ~ .3 0
New York: o 1.3 o1 - .8 - .1 2 1.0 o - 0.1
FPhiledelphia -—] = .1 - .1 .2 - 2.7 5 2 1 1.2 0
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TABIE

43 Consumer Price Index-~All items and ccmmodity groups

January 1959 indexes and percent changes, October 1958 to January 1959 5
U.S, city average and 10 cities priced in January 1959
0.3 Kans L Mi; N
Growp City Boston | Chi as oS nnea-| ew Fhila~ | Pitts-|Portland,
Average csgo|Detrolt) “city | Angeles| polis | York | delphi burgh | Oregon
Indexes (1947-492100)
All itexms 123.8 125.4 | 127.1 | 123.3 | 124.5 126,2 | 125.3 | 121.8 12344 | 12444 | 124.2
Food 119.0 118.7 | 115.7 | 118.6 | 113.4 124.1 | 118.3 | 120.7 121.7 | 120.6 | 120.9
Food 8t home =eceecwowme——e -—--=! 117,1 116.0 | 113.2 | 116.4 | 11,0 120.3 | 115.5 { 118.6 119.2 | 119.4 | 119.4
Cereals and bakery productl ==1133.9 132.5 | 123.3 | 125.3 | 127.5 14449 | 134.5 | 14244 136.4°[ 133.2 | 140.4
Meats, poultry, and fish --«-- 113.8 115.4 | 105.6 | 109.0 | 108.8 115.2 | 108.6 | 116.2 115.6 | 113.7 | 118.4
Dairy products cw--=c-o- 114.1 115.7 | 112.8 | 111.5 | j02.1 110.0 | 104.7 | 118,2 118.9 | 117.1 | 117.4
Fruits and vegetables -- 1 121.7 117.4 | 120.2 | 129.6 | 113.6 131.9 | 125.0 | 118.5 121.5 | 121.9 | 120.1
Other foods at home -e-c-=cee- 109.9 102.9 | 114.9 { 110.3 | 103.6 110.9 | 116.3 | 108.5 108,2 | 118.8 | 110.9
Housing 128.2 135.0 | 138.3 | 126.3 | 125.6 135.4 | 127.2 i 125.1 121.8 | 127.2 | 127.1
Rent 138.8 147.2 | 164.9 - 141.2 146.3 | 153.3 - 127.5 | 130.7 | 137.0
Gas and electricity ==--ves«a --=] 118,2 114.0 | 128.7 | 117.0 | 120.5 130.7 | 127.6 | 115.6 103.4 | 136.4 | 102.0
801id fuels and fuel 0il =«==ww-| 138.9 144.8 | 244.6 | 126.9 | 125.9 -- 130.3 | 145.4 138.0 | 135.1 | 136.5
Housefurnishings =---e-e-=-- 103.2 100.4 | 100.3 | 107.8 | 101.8 101.0 98.8 | 103.5 107.9 | 105.0 | 103.8
Household operation -==-ee= wem=={ 133.1 132.1 | 134.1 | 119.9 | 137.1 123,1 | 134.9 | 132.5 133.6 | 141.4 | 130.2
Apperel 106.7 103.3 | 110.1 | 104.7 | 104.2 108.2 | 107.0 | 105.7 104.2 | 103.0 { 110.8
Men's and boys' eeeec~--. eesceem==| 108,0 104.6 | 113.7 | 108.9 | 107.2 110.8 | 108.3 | 107.9 108.1 { 103.7 | 112.7
Vomen's and girls' =-=eece- weee= [ 98,7 ol 9.9 94.8 96.3 100.0 | 100.2 96.3 942 941 | 101.2
Fo 130.8 123.9 | 134.6 | 127.5 | 124.8 132.3 | 127.2 | 131.6 130.0 | 127.1 | 13644
Other apparel ~-ccec-cmescceccae 91.7 98.7 96.0 84.8 87.7 84.6 93.2 95.7 92.0 98.7 98.2
Transportation s--eecsmceceee ] 14401 153.0 | 154.9 | 136.8 | 147.2 139.2 { 131.1 | 144.6 151.1 | 157.5 | 136.1
Private 133.1 147.3 | 136.8 | 132.7 | 132.4 135.1 | 126.1 | 125.6 131.6 | 131.2 | 129.1
Public 191.8 168.8 | 196.9 | 157.3 | 251.4 162.1 | 166.8 | 191.4 188.9 | 237.7 | 196.8
Medical care 147.6 158.7 | 151.9 | 153.1 | 169.8 139.2 | 192.2 | 135.6 14904 | 156,1 | 141.1
Fersonal care me-s=ceoc==- = | 12944 130.0 | 129.3 | 133.6 [132.1 133.1 | 136.4 | 123.3 135.0 | 126,7 | 132.5
Reading and recreation - =1 117.0 114.9 | 123.2 | 114.8 | 129.8 102.2 | 124.7 | 120.0 120.0 | 110.7 | 124.2
Other goods and services ===-e==-- 127.3 126.8 | 121.3 | 135.6 | 124.7 124.,0 | 131.2 | 126.9 128,6 | 127.6 | 127.3
Percent change from October 1958 to January 1959
All items 0.1 0| - 0.2 - 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.2 Ol | =0.1 | = 0.2
Food - - .6 -10| = 9 |=-06 |~ .2 9 o | = o3 -1,0} - .8 3
Food at home =-=c=- cevmencacacn - .8 -16 ! -1.0 | - .8 |- .4 B = 5= 7 -1l.2} - .8 2
Cereals and bakery products -- 0 1 (= W2 0 |- .1 - .6 d |- .6 ol ol
Meats, ponltry, and fish -eew= |- 7 | - 1| -1.2|_3,7 |- .8 24 | o 4 o3 18] - 4 d
Dairy products =eececcccccccas - 3 3 d |- 5 ol - T | = o3 3 =23 | - A |- .2
Fruits and vegetables =——=e=ea- .6 - 3.8 o3 3.0 2.6 hok 1.5 2 -3.6 )] - .6 5.3
Other foods at home ~eereecemm==| . 2.9 -4e6 | =3,0 | =3.2 |=2.4 =21 | = 3,2 | = 4.2 =37 =-3.2 | -2.8
!0;!1!\( 2 1.0 17 Jd |- .6 o 17 ol 2 ok .8 o2 2
ent ok 1.9 - .1 -— =l - o2 ol _— 2 o2 6
Gas and electricity ==--ceccecc-- .1 - 3 0]- 2 |- .8 - o4 0f- .3 v o ol o
So0lid fuels and fuel 0il ~~cwxeae A 6.4 2.1 .8 2.4 - 1.2 5.1 5.5 24 | = 1.1
Housefurnishings - - .2 -26 | = 9 |=1.6 |- .8 -l o3 9 - 7| =16 |=-1.6
Household operation =«=-ececea=s 5 0| =15 |= &2 [= .1 2.6 0 2 4] 1.6 2
Apparel - 6 | =4d | - W4 2 (=17 | = 2|~ 9 |- 6 | -2.8[<-20]- o4
Men's apd boys' --=--ecccececeee Jd - 9 |- .6 2 |=1.3 - 9 = 4 1.5 - 2= .4 5
Women's and girls' -eececececeme= . ],.5 -73 | = .3 0 |- 3.0 0| =21 |=-2.2 =58 =41 | =1.5
Foot o5 0 ol 1.4 .6 ol 7 3 6 . 4]
Other apparel - W1 -39 | = 4 |=-19 [-1.0 o [ = o5 o3 -1l8 | =12 |-
Transportation =ceccccccccncccccas 1.0 3.1 1.4 1.9 |= 2.3 1.5 4.0 2.6 3.4 1.3 | - 2.4
Private 1.0 3.9 1.6 2.1 |- 2.8 1.7 hed 3.3 4e2 1.5 |- 2.8
Fublic o7 oh o7 1.1 (4] 0 0 6 o o7 o
Medical care 6 1.0 3 5 0 o2 9 A o5 B S §
NTSCIALl CAr® ~-e=ceccccccancecnes 5 2 | = 3 |- .4 2.6 o1 (o} 8 o5 8 ol
Reading and recreation =-eeececces 3 9 |- .2 1.1 2.2 |- .2 .6 1.3 8 |- .6
Other goeds and services ---=ec=es o1 - 2 0 0 |- .1 o1 o1 o1 o1 [] 2
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TABLE 5:

Consumsr Price Imdex -- Food and its swubgrowps

January 1959 indexes and percent changes, Decembe: uary
i Us8e i Avormmagd 30 lar, :1%23-8 to Jan 1959
(1947-k94a1
Total food Total Cereals and | Meats, poultry, Datry Fruits and Other
City food at home bakery products and fish products vegetables foods at home
Indox | Torort | tndex [Tpreent] rndex |Toneent| inex | Toncent! mndex |BSESent | rndex [Tercent| gndex |Fercent

U.8. city aversge --- | 119.0| 0.3 117.1| 0.3 133.9| -0.1 113.8] 0.7 114.1] -0.2 121.71 1.3 109.9] -0.7

Atlante ceveccesee-ea | 116,2 A 115.1 ob 125.0 0 115.9 .3 114.0 b 124.2] 2.9 103.2| - .7

Baltimore «~=ece-we--- | 118.8 o 115.9 0 128.7 0 113.0 .2 117.2| - .2 116.8 .3 109.3| - .5

Boston ~=eeomceaveses | 118.7{ - .2 116.0| - .3 132,51 - .2 115.4 .8 115.7| -2.1 117.4 .3 102.9| -1.2

Chicago ==rececmanaaa 115.7 ) 113.2 .7 123.3 d 105.6 .6 112.8 0 120.2{ 3.3 114.9| - .5

Cimcinnati ~~eweww=e=| 120,2 .7 117.9 .8 133.5| 1.3 112.4{ - .3 116.4 2 124.0| 3.6 114.1 2

Cleveland --weceemew. | 115.1] - .2 112.9f - .1 129.2 0 107.3| - .7 110.4 .2 112.3 7 112.7 0

Detroft —emmwmemewee-| 118.6 .1 | 116.4| .2 | 125.3 0 | 109.0| - .6 | 111.5{ - .2 | 129.6{ 2.4 | 110.3 0

BOUSLON =mccmcccomean | 116,41 - .3 114.8| - .3 126.0( - .2 109.5| -1.1 111.7 - .1 124.7 0 109.2| - .1

Eangag City «eeesweee | 113.4 R 111.0 o} 127.51 - .1 108.8 o 108,1 .1l 113.6( - .1 103.6 .3

Los Angeles ==eececceee | 12/.1 2 120.3 .3 144.9] - .6 115.2f 3.1 110.0} -~ .4 131.9] -1.4 110.9| - .9

Minneapolis -eeewew-- | 118,3 b 115.5 A 134.5 .1 108.6 .6 104.7| - A 125,0] 1.0 116.3 0

Bev York wewcereceeemes | 120,7| 1.3 118.6| 1.5 142.4 0 116.2] 2.4 118.2 .3 118.5| 4.1 108.5| - .5

Philadelphis e=ewewe= | 121.7| - .1 119.2] - .2 139.41- .1 115.6] 1.6 118,91 -2.0 121.5) -1.3 108.2 0

Pittsburgh ~vesrec=ee [ 120.6 .8 119.4] 1.0 133.2 .8 113.7 3 117.1 .2 121.9{ 4.7 118.8 .3

Portland, Oreg, ==e== | 120.9]| - .5 119.4 | - .4 140.4 .1 118.4{ 1.0 1174 - .1 120.1 A 110.9]| -3.0

B8t. Louis ~ececmesee- | 120.2 3 115.8 .3 125.0 .2 110.0| - .3 105.5 0 127.4] 2.2 117.4) = .1

Ben Framcisco -eeeeee | 123.0 .2 121.4 2 147.3 ] 117.9( 1.2 116.8 0 129.6( 1.3 109.6| -1.4

Scrantom ----eseceeea | 1164} .3 | 116.0| .3 | 135.6 0 | 114.6] - .1 | 113.4 o { 113.8| 1.3 | 107.4| .6

Seattle ~=ccccecensss | 121.1| - .1 119.8 [ ~ .2 146,11} - .5 114.9 .2 115.4| - .1 129.0| 1.5 108.1| -2.2

Washington, D.Co ==ee | 120.1 .7 118.0 .8 132.21- .1 115.2| 1.9 118.4 oh 118.4| 2.7 110.91 -1.2

TABLE 6: Consumer Price Index -- Aversge retail prices of selected foods
U.Ses city average
Jan, Dec. Jan, Dec.
Food and wnit 1959 1958 Food and unit 1959 1958

Cereals and bakery products: Cents Cents Fresh._Continued Cents Cents
Flour, wheat eeecrmemcececwccac= § 1b. 55.0 54.9 Peaches * 1b. - -
Biscuit mix . 26.8 26,8 Stravberries # eecoccaececaaas pt.

Corn meal " 12.9 12.9 Grapes, seedless ¥* --- .

Rice . 18.7 18.6 Waternelons # =eveme-cocceaaes 1b.

Rolled 0atS ===eeecmw . 20.4 0.4 Potatoes =e-w=-. evemmeme 10 1b. 54.3 51.6
Corn flakes ==« . 25.7 25.7 Sweetpotatoes =-mmccccemcamaan 1. 13.9 13.4
Bread, vhite . 19.6 19.6 Onions 1b. 10.8 9.4
Soda crackers ==--ececcecceeaa- == 1b. 29.2 29.3 Carrots b, 14.7 14.0
Vanille cookieg ===eccceeemcw-= 7 oz. Rhod b4, Lettuce head 16.7 18.1

Nsats, powltry, and fish: Celery 1b. 15,1 15,1
Round stesk 1b. 106.7 104.8 Cabbage 1b. 10,2 7.7
Chuck rosst 1b. 64.3 63.4 Tomat 1b. 35.3 30.6
Rib roast 1b. 82.5 81,2 Beans, green we-eeccenvecccea= Ib, 29.9 22,4

ger 1. 55.6 5447 Canned :
Veal cutlets 1b. 139.1 135.9 Orange juice -=em-ea- weee 46-0z. can 46.7 46.2
Pork cheps, cut 1b. 88.8 89.1 Peach #2¢ can 35.6 35.1
Bacon, sliced wececcccccweccmamee b, 72.1 72.8 Pineapple ««-=emcecmmece=-me  §2 can 35.7 35.5
Hem, whole 1b. 67.5 67.7 Fruit cocktail ==ccwcmecee §303 can 27.6 21.4
Lamb, leg 1b. 75.5 77.3 Corn, cream gtyle ==ecowe= 4303 can 18.6 18.4
Frankfurters 1b. 65.7 66.1 Peas, green =~ee--ee==-ee== 303 can| 21,0 21.0
Luncheon meat, a 12 oz. 53,0 53,3 Tomatoes =-ce==-e-ece=-ee= 4303 can| 15,9 16.1
Frying chickens, ready-to-cook =- 1b. 42.9 42.0 Baby f00d$ =e==esreccce 4} to B oz. 10.1 10.1
Ocean perch, fillet, frozen ===-- 1b. 47.6 46.6 Dried:
Heddock, fillet, frozen =-- == 1b. 59.7 58.4 Prunes 1b. 38.9 38.2
Salmon, pink, canned ~--- -= 16 oz. 6l.4 61.6 Beans 1b. 17.2 17.5
Tune fish, canned =—====== § to 6% oz 33.7 33.8 Other foods at homs:

Dairy products; Tomato soup 10% to 11-0z. cen 12.4 12.4
Milk, fresh, (81'00011) mmwscecwss qt. 24.0 24.2 Beans with pork «ee-vaecw== 16-0z. can 15.1 15.1
Nilk, fresh, (delivered) ====se=ee qt. 25.3 25.4 Pickles, cucumber 1/ see=e=ee 15 oz. 26,7 26,6
Ice cream Pte 29.5 29.6 Catsup, tOMALO ==eemmeceemee= 14 oz. 22.6 22.5
Butter 1b. 4.7 Mok Coffee 1b, oan 83.7 85.3
Cheese, American process =~==e=== 1b. 58.2 57.9 Coffee b, bag 64.0 66.3
Milk, evaporated 144-o0z. can 15.1 15.1 Tes bAES ~eovemcmecemcwe== plkg, of 16 2.2 24.1

Fruits and vegetables: Cola drink, carton 36 oz. 28.3 28.3
Frozen: Shortening, hydrogenated ==-== 3 1b. 92.3 93.0

8 Ties 10 oz. 26.4 26.6 Margarine, colored ==--ececcccee- 1b. 28.9 29.1
Orange juice concentrate -«=« 6 oz. 27.4 28,9 Lard 1b. 22,1 22.6
PSas, green ===mee=-ceecae= 10 oz. 20.1 20.0 Salad dressing ===eeccecccemcs=e pt. 37.8 37.9
Beans, green eeeeem=-==-c-== g oz, 22.9 23.0 Peanut butter =ee--c--cmccccocae p. 56.1 56,6
Fresh: Suger 5 1b. 56.9 56.9
Apples 1b. 12,8 12.4 COrn SYTWp ====se=esscccecces== 24 oz, 26.3 26.3
B 1b. 17.2 17.8 Grape jelly ----- m=s===== 12 0z 28.1 27.9
Oranges, size 200 =e==--. wee=== doz. 64.3 69.9 Chocolate bar ===e===- === 1 oz. 5.2 5.2
Lemons 1b. 19.5 18.8 Eggs, Orade A, large ==--==--- = doz. 58.1 58.8
Grepefruit * — each 12.4 12.6 Gelatin, flavored =e===e== 3 to 4 oz. 9.1 9.1

# Priced only in season.

J./Nev specification; prices not comparable with previous series.
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TABLE A: Consumer Price Index -- All items and commodity gro
1958 annual average indexes and percent changes, 1957 to 1958
5 cities priced in Jamuary 1959
(1947-49=100)

Boston Kansas City Minneapolis Pittsburgh Portland, Ore.
Growp Percent Percent Percent ercent Percent
Index |chahge | Index |change | Index |change | Index |change Index change
All items 124.8 3.0 | 1241 | 2.5 |124.3 2.6 | 124.0 | 3.2 1244 | 2.2
Food 119.7 | 4.1 | 1144 | 2.6 [118.6 | 3.9 [121.8 | 4.3 | 1207 | 3.2
P00d &t oS =====--cceccemmence 117.9 4.5 | 112,6 | 2.9 |117.3 4.0 | 120.7 | 4.8 119.6 | 3.8
Cereals and bakery prodmctl -=|131.9 2.0 127.6 1.2 134.7 3.8 131.5 2.2 137.1 3.1
Meats, poultry, snd fish ----- 114.6 | 10.6 |111.4 | 9,8 |109.2 9.6 | 1l4.3 | 10.1 117.6 | 10.3
Dairy products ==ee==- nwemcee 114.0 - 1.5 103.9 =4l 105.1 - .9 115.9 2.4 117.2 .6
Fruits and vegetables ~-=--s-= [ 126.2 8.6 | 117.9 | 3.8 [130.5 6.0 |127.5 | 7.5 119.8 1 4.7
Other foods at home --=-v-- ve=|107.4 |- .3 1106.0 | - .4 [119.4 | - .7 [122.0 |- .2 114.3 |- 1.0
Housing 132.9 2.5 | 125.3 9 |1=7.2 g | 126.6 | 3.2 127.6 7
Rent 142.8 4.2 | 141.0 .8 |152.5 2,1 |13.1 | 1.9 136.0 4
Gas and electricity ==s--emmmm== 113.5 2.1 .| 121.0 0 |127.4 2.1 [131.7 | 2.7 102.0 g
Solid fuels and fuel oil ==e=ee-| 135.1 |- 5.0 121.1 2 129.6 - .9 131.6 .9 139.9 |- 4.
Housefurnishings ----e-esmwswm=e | 102.9 |- 1,2 [102.5 | -1.2 | 98.5 | - .8 | 106.9 .1 06,3 |- .1
Eousehold operation =--------==- 128.6 | 3.8 |135.7 | 3,9 [132.8 5.7 | 137.7 | 4.8 | 128.6 | 4.8
Apparel 105.9 1.4 | 104.6 .2 {1079 .3 1104.9 | -1.0 111.4 o
Men's and boys' =eem--sesmc=eme= | 104.7 g 11079 |- 04 (1091 | - .3 | 1045 | -3.2 3.4 |- 4
Vomen's and girls' ------- S— (o0 N 2.8 96.9 1 {l02.0 .3 97.6 | - .3 02,1 |- 3
¥ 124.0 1 (1242 | 1,6 122600 | 1.5 |126.2 | 1.1 | 1363 | 2.9
Other apparel =—eccavcocrecccocaa 102.5 - .9 87.9 0 93.7 0 9.9 -7 98.1 .2
T — S—— . 1N 3.0 | 146.0 | 5.8 [124.9 3.4, 1152.2 | 4.9 137.2 | 5.8
Private 142.5 3.9 |131.8 | 4.3 [119.5 3.8 |126.9 | 2.6 130.6 | 5.1
Fublic 168.1 | 245.2 {14.6 |166.8 o | 228.7 |13.0 193.5 | 10.5
Medical care 156.1 7.2 162, 7.7 183.2 { 13.0 151.7 | 4.3 140.6 | 1.4
Persoial CATE me-mewemmmmmseee= - |129.6 | 2,4 |128.9 | 2.6 [136.3 | 5,5 |125.2 | 2.5 132.3 | 4.3
Reading and recreation =-ee-mmee== 113.4 2,5 | 129.0 § 4.1 |124.5 3.4 |109.0 | 2.8 12411 3.8
Otber goods and services =we—w=e-- | 125.7 | 1.3 | 125.5 .4 |131.2 .8 1275 | 1.8 127.2 | 1.4
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Brief Explapation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures average changes in prices of goods and
services usually bought by city families of wage earners and clerical workers, It is
based on prices of about 300 items which were selected so that their price changes would
represent the movement of prices of all goods and services purchased by wage and clerical
families; they include all of the important items in family spending. Prices for these
items are obtained in 46 cities which were chosen to represent all urban places in the
United States; they are collected from grocery and department stores, hospitals, filling
stations, and other types of stores and service establishments which wage-earner and
clerical-worker families patronisze.

Prices of foods, fuels, and a few other items are obtained every month in all
46 cities. Prices of most other commodities and services are collected every month in
the 5 largest cities and every 3 months in other cities. Almost all prices are obtained
by personal visits of the Bureau's trained representatives.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various items in each city are
averaged together with weights which represent their importance in family spending. City
data are then combined in the total index with weights based on the 1950 populations of
cities they represent. Index numbers are computed on the base 1947-49=100.

The national index (the United States city average) includes prices from the
20 large cities for which separate indexes are published in this report, as well as
from the following 26 medium-sized and small cities:

Apna, Illinois Huntington, W. Virginia Pulaski, Virginia
Camden, Arkansas Laconia, New Hampshire Ravenna, Chio
Canton, Chio Lodi, California Rawlins, Wyoming
Charleston, W. Virginie Lynchburg, Virginia San Jose, California
Evansville, Indians Madill, Oklahoma Sandpoint, Idaho
Garrett, Indiana Madison, Wisconsin Shawnee, (klahoma
Glendale, Arizona Middlesboro, Kentucky Shenandoah, Iowa
Grand Forks, N, Dakota Middletown, Connecticut Youngstown, Chio

Grand Island, Nebraska Newark, Chio

Comparisons of city indexes show only that prices in ome city changed more or
less than in another. The city indexes cannot be used to measure differences in price
levels or in living costs between cities.

A description of the index is contained in BLS Bulletin 1140, "The Consumer
Frice Index: A Layman's Guide,” which may be purchased for 20 cents at any Bureau of
Labor Statistics regional office (addresses below) or from the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. A more technical
description of the index appears in BLS Bulletin 1168, "Techniques of Preparing Major BLS
Statistical Series.” Reprints of chapter 9, pertaining to the CFI, are available on
request to the Bureau of Labor Statistics in Washington or at any of its regional offices.

Historical series of index numbers for the United States city average and for
20 large cities are available upon request. These series include index mmbers for All
Items, Food, Apparel, and Rent for periods from 1913 to date; and for other groups of
goods and services from 1935 to date.

BLS Regional Offices

Atlanta New York Chicago San Francisco Boston
1371 Peachtree 341 Ninth Ave. 105 West Adams St, 630 Sansome St., 18 Oliver St.
Street, N. E. Zone 1 Zone 3 Zone 11 Zone 10
Zone 9
IAB(R - D. C.
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