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Released December 23, 1958

Ue.S. DEPARTMENT COF LABCR
Bureau of Labor Statistics
Washington 25’ D. Ce

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FCR NOVEMBER 1958

Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0.2 percent between
October and November 1958 according to the U.S. Department of labor's Bureau of labor
Statistics. Most groups of goods and services advanced in price, with transportation
showing the largest increase, due to higher prices for 1959 model automobiles. Prices
of food and gasoline were lower.

The Consumer Price Index in November regained the previous peak of
123.9 (1947-49=100) reached in July. The November index was 1.9 percent higher than a
year agoe.

JRANSPCRTAT ION Prices of transportation items were up 1.3 percent, led by a rise

of 6.4 percent in dealers' selling prices of new cars as more 1959
models became available, Prices of tires also advanced. Gasoline prices dropped 2.2
percent, with substantial reductions in several cities. Public transportation costs
rose 0.4 percent, as fare increases were granted several eastern railroads, and transit
fares advanced in Baltimore.

EO0® Food prices were down 0,3 percent in November, their fourth consecu-

tive monthly decline, with seasonal reductions in prices of pork,
fresh fruits, and eggse The November food index at 119.4 was 2.9 percent higher than a
year ago but 1.9 percent below the July 1958 peak.

Average prices of meats, roultry, and fish as a group dropped 1.0
percent due largely to reductions for all cuts of pork., Most other items of the group
showed modest increases. Bacon prices were down 6.2 percent, pork chops 1.7 percent,
and ham O.4 percent. Frankfurters were also down (0.5 percent) but all cuts of beef,
leg of lamb, and canned luncheon meat were higher. Poultry and fish prices increased
slightly on the average.

The "other foods at home" group declined 0.5 percent as the prices
of eggs dropped 1.7 percent and coffee prices were down O.4 percent in a continuing
decline,

A pnet increase of 0.1 percent for fruits and vegetables resulted
from widely divergent price movements among individual items, Fresh fruit prices fell
3.2 percent due principally to seasonal decreases of 5.4 percent for oranges and 4.6
percent for apples, These decreases were almost offset by a 4.0 percent increase in
average [rices of fresh vegetables as tomatoes advanced 30.6 percent, celery 9.3 percent,
and potatoes 2.1 percent. However, lettuce prices declined 9.9 percent, Prices of
processed fruits and vegetables advanced, largely because of higher prices for canned
orange julce and dried prunes; prices of canned tomatoes and dried beans were lower.

Cereals and bakery products increased 0.1 percent, while dairy
rroducts were unchanged on the average.

Prices of restaurant meals were up 0.4 percent, resuming their
upward movement after a decline in Octoler.
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AFFPAREL Prices of apparel were up 0.4 percent, as higher prices were reported

for women's rayon dresses, blouses, wool coats, and shoes; men's
suits, topcoats, amd sport shirts; and shoe repairs. Prices were lower for women's wool
suits and children's shoes,

HOUSING The housing index rose 0.1 percent, with increases in most of its

component subgroups. Rent was up 0.1 percent as advances were
reported in most of the cities surveyed. Household operation costs were 0.2 percent
higher, due largely to increases in wages of domestic service workers and scattered
advances for laundry and dry cleaning services, Prices of anthracite rose 0.5 percent
and bituminous coal 0.2 percent, but fuel oil prices declined 0.2 percent and gas and
electric bills were unchanged on the average. Repair and maintenance costs fell slightly.,
The increase of 0.1 percent in housefurnishings prices resulted from higher prices of
kitchenware, wool rugs, sheets, towels, and toasters, which more than offset reductions
for vacuum cleaners and ranges.

OTHER COMM(DITIES Reading and recreation costs rose 0.3 percent as prices of movie
AND SERVICES _  admissions and newspapers advanced, Prices of television ssts and
radios also rose slightly with introduction of new models.

Medical and personal care each increased 0.2 percent with higher
fees for medical and hospital services, prescriptions and drugs, barber and beauty shop
services, and tollet goods.
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TABIE 13 Consumer Prioe Index—United tates aity aversge
Major group, subgroup, and special group indexes, November 1958,
and peroent changes from selected dates

(1947-49=100 unless otherwise specified)

Indexes Perosnt ochange to November 1958 from -
November October October August Novenmber Yoar
Group 1958 1958 1958 1958 1957 1939
All items 123.9 123.7 0.2 0.2 1.9 108.,6
Food: . 11944 11947 - o3 - 1ol 2.9 15345
Food at home 117.6 118,0 - o3 - 1.3 3.1 14947
Cereals and bakery products. 13440 13349 o1 o8 1.8 13443
Meats, poultry, and fish: 11345 11446 - 1,0 - 3.6 8.5 172.8
Dairy products 1145 11445 0 1.3 0 129.9
Fruits and vegetabl 121.1 121.0 o1 - 3.0 567 161,6
Other foods at home: 12,6 113.2 - o5 - o2 - 2.6 132.6
Food avay from hams (Jan, 1953=100)ewew— 13,7 1133 A A 2,5 (7))
Housing 128.0 127.9 o1 o1 9 68,2
Rent ¥ 13844 138,3 o1 2 145 5948
Gas and electricity 118.1 118.1 0 5 3.3 12.6
Solid fuels and fuel oil: | 135.8 135.6 o1 146 - 146 140,8
Housefurnishings- 10345 10344 o1 2 - 1.0 93.8
Household oponti 132.6 13244 2 o4 2.5 93.9
Apparel 10747 107.3 o 1.0 - .2 10541
Men's and boys' 108.5 107.9 o6 o2 - .8 113.6
Vomen's and girls' 100.6 10042 oh 2.1 - o2 8446
Footwear 13043 1301 2 2 1.0 15940
Other apparel: 92,3 91.8 o5 ob - o3 12743
Trensportati 144e5 14247 1.3 2.5 3.2 105.8
Private 133.6 131.8 1e4 2.7 3,0 104.0
Fublic 1911 19044 ok o8 45 13561
Mediosl car 147.0 14647 2 Ted 4e8 102.5
Persomsl oar 12941 128.8 2 2 1.9 116.6
Reading and recreati 117.0 116.,6 o3 3 2.3 85.7
Other goods and servioes. 127.3 127.2 o1 2 o 80,3
Special groups:
All items less food: 126.5 126,0 oh o7 1e5 83.1
All items less shelter 121.7 121,5 2 2 2.1 119.7
Commoditi 116.6 11644 2 2 1.7 126,0
Nondurabl 118,2 118.4 - 2 - o5 1¢5 130.0
Food. 11944 119.7 - o3 - 141 2.9 15345
Nondurables less food. 117.1 117.2 - 1 2 - o3 99.5
Apparel 107.7 107.2 o5 1.1 - o2 106,7
Nondurables less food and apparel-— 125.5 125.9 - o3 - &3 - .1 90.4
Durabl 112,8 111.2 1e4 2,6 1.7 96,9
Yew oars 14442 13545 6e4 1044 4e2 153.0
Used oars (Jan, 1953=100 )mwmemmammecad 88,8 88,7 o1 3.5 6.3 1)
Durables less cars 103.1 103.0 o1 o1 o2 M99
Commodities less food 11405 1139 o5 161 K 92,8
Servioes. 14344 14341 2 o3 2,6 8ol
Rent 13844 138.3 o1 2 165 5948
Services loss rent 144.8 1445 2 o3 2.8 97,0
Housshold operation services, gas,
and electricity: 132.8 132,6 2 5 2.9 52,6
Trensportation services ! 176,0 17546 o2 N3 53 11947
Msdioal oare servioce 152,0 15148 o1 145 540 115.6
Other servioces 3/- 129.8 12944 o3 - o2 143 122,6
Rurobasing power of the consumer dollar
(1947-49=$1.00) $0,807 $0.2808 - .1 - 1 - 1.8 -52,1

1/ Fot available.

&/ Includes house purchese, interest, taxes, insurance, and upkeep, not shoun seperately.

3/ Includes house parchase, interest, taxes, insurence, and upisep ssrvices; shoe repairs, television repairs, barber
and beauty shop servioces, amd movies,
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4 TABLE 2:

Consumer Frice Index—All items indexes and percent changes, selected dates

U.S. oity average and 20 large cities

Ind 1947-49=100 Percent change to
exes (1947-49=100) 2t month from —
November| August Novenber Year August November Year
City 1958 1958 1957 1939 1958 1957 1939
United States city average 123.9 123.7 121.6 594 0.2 1.9 108,6
Cities priced monthly 1/
Chiocagc 12744 126.9 125.6 58.6 ob 1ed 117.4
Detroit 123.4 123.7 123.5 5940 - 2 - o1 109.2
Los Angele 1261 125,2 122.9 6044 o7 Z 108,.8
New York 121.7 121.1 118.6 60.1 5 2.€ 102.5
Philadelphia 123.5 1234 122,1 59.2 o1 1e1 108.6
Cities priced in February, May, November| August November Yoar August November |  Year
August, November 2/ 1958 1958 1957 1939 1958 1957 1939
Cleveland. 12445 125.1 123.3 592 - 5 1.0 11043
Houston: 12442 12440 12244 5945 2 1.5 10847
Scranton- 120,7 12044 117.8 5845 o2 2.5 106,3
Seattle 126,0 126.3 123.9 5942 - o2 147 112.8
Washington, D. C, 121.5 121.2 119.4 6044 2 1.8 101.2
Cities priced in Jamuary, April, October July October Year July October Year
July, October 2/ 1958 1958 1957 1939 1958 1957 1939
Boston: 125.4 12544 122.0 61,0 0 2.8 105.6
Kansas City 12449 12448 121.8 61,7 o1 2.5 102.4
Minneapoli 12445 12449 122.2 60,7 - o3 149 10541
Pittsburgh 12445 1247 12141 58,1 - 2 2.8 1143
Portland, Oregon: 1245 12447 121.9 5843 - o2 2.1 113.6
Cities priced in March, Jure, September| June September Year June September Year
September, December 2/ 1958 1958 1957 1939 1958 1957 1939
Atlant 1246 12449 122,2 5843 - o2 2,0 113.7
Baltimore 124.8 124.8 121.7 5749 0 245 115.5
Cincinnati 122.5 122,7 120.9 5844 - 2 143 109.8
St. Loui 125.3 12445 122,1 5943 6 2.6 111.3
San Francisco--- 12844 128,0 123.5 5846 o3 440 119.1
1/ Rents priced bimonthly.
2/ Foods, fuels, and a few other items priced monthly; rents and other cammodities and services priced quarterly.
TABIE 3t Consumer Price Index—Percent changes fram October 1958 to November 1958
U.S. oity average and five cities priced monthly
All items and commodity groups
Reading Other
All Transpor~ | Medical { Fersonal and goods &
City itens Food Housing Apparel tation care care recreation | services
United States city average—— 0.2 - 0.3 0.1 Oed 1¢3 0.2 0,2 0.3 0.1
Chic‘go—-_—-—.- v ema—— W1 - o3 2 o o7 0 - o1 2 ol
Detroit. o1 o3 2 .1 o5 o5 - 1 0 o1
Los Angeles——ecemcewenaan ok 1e1 2 o1 1.0 0 o1 8 o1
New Yorke————e-—ece e 2 - 1 o1 o4 2,0 2 - 1 0 - .1
Philadelphig——eemenmmeeues 2 - 5 ok o1 2.5 0 o1 0 0
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TABIR 4: Consumer Price Index--All items and it
November 1958 indexes and percent changes, August mo iom 1958 5
U.8, city average and 10 cities priced in November 1958
U.8. il
Growp City Cleve- Los New Phila- Washington,
Aversge fhicago [land | Detrott [Houston | Angeles| York |delphia [Screnton Seattle| D. C.
Indexes (1547-k9=100)
All items 123.9 127.4 | 12445 | 1234 | 1242 12641 | 121.7 | 123.5 | 120.7 12640 | 121,5
Food 11944 116.3 | 11641 | 11946 | 11645 | 124.3 | 121,0 | 122,3 | 117.1 120,8 | 119.8
Food at home ewcrecemcascccec—e=| 117,6 113.9 | 11349 | 1175 | 11449 12064 | 11940 | 120,0 | 116.8 119.7 | 117.7
Cereals and bakery products =={ 134.,0 12344 | 12940 | 125.2 | 126,2 14569 | 142.4 | 13940 | 135.5 147.0 | 132,3
Meats, poultry, and fish «~=-- 113.5 10549 | 10845 | 110,5 | 109,9 1121 | 11449 | 11447 | 11542 11444 | 113.0
Dairy products =e-=cece-re-v 11445 1127 | 110.2 | 11149 | 1117 1107 { 11942 | 12144 | 11342 115.5 | 11844
Fruits and vegetables ~~- | 121.1 11941 | 112.6 | 128,7 | 122,0 132,9 | 11841 | 121.3 | 11401 126,0 | 11449
Other foods at home <eecesc=w- 11246 11845 | 11544 [ 113.5 | 110,8 11364 | 112,0 | 111.5 | 110.1 11060 | 11447
Housing 128,0 13848 | 130,0 | 12647 | 129.8 13542 | 1247 | 12143 | 122,5 12948 | 12044
Rent 13844 165.1 | 159.9 - 13944 14646 - 127.2 | 1309 14644 | 127.8
Gas and electricity =--crec-- w== i 11841 1287 | 11564 | 117.0 | 116.1 130.6 | 115.7 | 10344 | 1177 8647 | 130,5
Solid fuels and fuel 011 =====w=| 135.,8 14146 | 139.0 | 126,0 - - 13844 | 132.2 | 14341 137.9 | 140.7
Bousefurnishings ee--e-e- 103.5 101.5 | 101,5 | 10848 | 999 | 100.6 | 102,9 | 109,0 | 100.6 102,9 | 100.7
Household operation ==ee-wews-a-| 132,6 13642 | 11941 | 120.0 | 142.2 12062 | 132,3 | 133,7 | 11649 13840 | 131.7
Apperel 107.7 11049 | 10849 | 10446 | 11146 108,5 | 1067 | 107.3 | 109.5 107.9 | 10346
Men's and boys' eeeceswecmceese=| 108,5 11440 | 11343 | 10844 | 10642 111.7 | 108.2 | 108,2 | 1103 111.3 | 107.8
Women's and girls' -eeccecccccae 100,6 101.4 996 95.0 | 108,0 1001 98,0 | 100,1 | 102,6 9.1 96,0
Footwear 130.3 134e1 | 12940 | 12641 | 1377 132,2 | 131.7 | 12946 | 134.3 133.0 | 123.3
Other apparel eveccecee-e emmmee= | 92,3 9644 9.7 8644 9.1 84,7 96,1 93.7 9149 87.0 89.1
Transportation =ecececcceccs. eewmen | 14445 153.8 138.5 135.0 142.8 13845 143.7 149.9 1474 1“.6 145.5
Private 133.6 135.8 | 129.3 | 130,8 | 136.2 1343 | 12446 | 130,2 |133.9 13343 | 1379
Fublic 19141 195.6 | 180s5 | 155.6 | 188,0 162.1 | 19144 | 188.9 (19149 18061 | 17244
Medical care 147.0 1515 | 15345 | 15340 | 133.5 138,9 | 13543 | 14846 | 127.6 14848 | 147.3
Personsl care ee-ecccsanmcmeesccs| 129,1 12946 | 12845 | 13440 | 13544 13341 | 122,2 | 13444 | 130.5 1334.6 | 125.0
Reading and recreation ==e=eesea=-| 117,0 123,7 | 125.0 | 11346 | 11647 102:6 | 11943 | 118.5 | 14443 11940 | 117.6
Other goods and services =—=we=---| 127,3 12144 | 127e4 | 135.7 | 128,9 124,0 | 1267 | 128.,5 [ 11946 13563 | 13643
Percent change from August 1958 to November 1958
All items 0.2 Oed | = 0s5 | = 0,2 0.2 0.7 05 0.1 0.2 = 0.2 0,2
Food =141 = 6 | =18 |- 7 |- o5 143 0 [=-1.6 |-1.3 =15 | = 241
Food at home ====-- meeosemanaean | = 143 = o7 | =21 { =10 |~ L6 162 0 [~ 1.8 |- 144 = 1.8 | = 2,6
Cereals and bakery products -- 8 = o1 | = o5 |= o5 o3 344 LA 3.6 2 o4 o8
Meats, poultry, and fish w-eee = 3,6 | ~ 4o4 | =346 [ =340 (=26 | = 5.1 | =145 | =33 |=29 | -se5 |-3.7
Dairy products =-emccecemmmews| 1,3 o | = o4 o |= o 143 2.8 2.3 A [¢] o1
Fruits and vegetables e=vev=e= |- 3,0 163 [ =5e4 [= o5 |- 141 1066 | = 3,0 [ -89 [=54 | 1.5 |=-10.0
Other foods at home remcrcccea [~ 2 1.7 0 o] 19 3 o3 - o2 - 7 - 3.4 o5
Bousing o1 S5 |= 9 |- 7 0 o1 2 2 3 8 2
Rent o2 1/ olt o3 _— 1 1/ ol - 1/ 06 100 07 o3
Gas and electricity ~eecvecmcces o5 3 0 |-1.0 0 = W7 |- 2 0 [ 0 4e8
80114 fuels and fuel o0il ==m=ee=| 1,6 1e4 2.1 2 - -— o3 244 2.3 o1 162
Housefurnishlings e-s-cccccrceeca o2 o6 o3 o8 8 o7 |- o1 o |= ob .6 1.7
Household operation s=mermcee=coe ol o1 2 |=-19 |- a1 2 6 [- o9 o1 o7 2
Apparel 1.0 Ted o1 1.3 o5 1e2 -] 3. o3 - W7 o1
Men's and bOYs' ~-evscccmmcaccea 2 - 1.0 0 o1 |- o4 oh 3 |- - o1 - o5 o7
Womsn's and girls' eemecccmeccces | 2,1 3.9 0 2.6 165 2.5 1.2 746 o6 =13 |- W7
Footw 2 0 oh 0 0 o 2 oh o1 o5 ol
Other apparel ~recccccscavamenee o o5 0 146 2 o1 2 1.8 o1 - W3 19
'rruupaftltion sesrmessacncmnsccane | 2.5 2,5 165 5 Te1 141 2.6 2.4 bedy - o7 4e2
Private 2.7 3.1 1.9 o5 1.2 1.2 3.2 2.9 5.0 - W7 3.2
Fublic «8 [ o] 0 0 0 o oh o3 0 8.8
Medical care 1e4 06 5 5 1.0 9 3.3 o] o1 o 5e1
Nrsonal Care ~--r=ceccccccccesese o2 - .2 9 |- 1 o6 2 = 6 [- 41 15 o5 11
Reading and recreation «-ewe-er-=e 3 |- o5 1.8 N ] 9 3 |- o3 9 o3 0
Other goods and services ~eeceo~=c=e 2 o1 = o1 - 3 o o1 o2 0 0 - 3 2
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6 TABIE 51 Conswmer Price Index -- Food and its swbgrowps
November 1958 indexes and percent changes, October 1958 to November 1958

Detroit ~ececcvencana | 119.6 3 [ 1175 2 [125:2 [= o1 | 11045

oh | 11149 |~ o2 | 128,7 2,3 | 11345 |~ o4
BOUStON mececcmmcccne | 11645 |~ o3 | 1149 |- o2 | 12642 3 1109.9

9 | 11147 [~ 9 [122,0 2 | 110,8 o5

U.S. city average and 20 large cities
[19&749.105
Total food Total Cereals and Meats, poultry, Dairy Fruits and Other
city food at home bakery products and fish products vegetables foods at home
Index ‘:';::‘: Index ‘;’h:';‘;';' Ingex |Percent| jnqqy Porcent| ndex ‘:’h'_?c:‘ Index ?m‘ Index | Borcent
UeB. city aversge === | 11944 [= 0.3 [ 117.6 |~ 0,3 | 134.0 0e1 [ 11345 [= 140 | 11445 0 | 121.1 0e1 | 11246 |~ 045
AL1ANtR ~emmcmccmacee [ 11605 [= o9 [ 1157 |~ 140 | 12545 |- o3 [ 11664 |= o7 | 1137 [= 242 [ 123,0 |~ 144 | 105.5 [~ 7
11945 |= o6 | 1166 |- 7 | 12844 0 11129 [~ 15 | 11745 0 | 11642 [~ 1.5 | 113,0 2
11942 |= o6 | 11647 |~ 1,0 | 132.5 o1 11467 |= o7 | 115.2 |= 1 11843 |~ 341 1067 |- 141
Chicago ==« 11643 [= o3 {11349 |~ o3 | 12344 |- o2 [105,9 |- .9 [ 112.7 0 [ 11961 |~ o7 | 11845
Cincinnati -- 120.3 |= 1.3 | 11841 |- 1.4 | 13149 0 1113,0 |~ 2,9 | 116,2 0 [ 12245 |~ 164 | 1157 |~ 142
Cleveland -ececmcamaaa | 116,41 0 | 1139 o1 | 12940 |= o4 | 10845 {~ o5 | 110s2 |- o3 | 112,6 1e4 | 11544 3

Eansas City eeececea-s | 113.8 2 | 111.6 o1 1275 |= o1 | 10941 «5 | 108,0 0 | 112.0 1s2 | 10645 o3

Los Angeles —=wwmeee- | 124.3 1e1 | 12044 9 | 145.9 o1 | 1121 o { 110,7 [= o1 [ 132,9 5¢1 | 113.4 o1

Minneapolis me=eceemes | 17,7 1= o1 | 116,0 |= o1 [ 134.5 o1 1079 [~ 1.0 | 1049 |~ o1 | 12445 1¢1 | 120,2 o

Bew York =eesmmcemmee [121,0 [~ o1 [ 11940 |- 3 1142.4 = o1 (11449 |= o9 | 1192 142 | 11841 |= 42 | 12,0 |~ 141

Miladelphia e-emesee [122,3 |~ o5 |120,0 |- .6 |139.0 oh | 11447 160 | 1214 |= o2 [ 12143 |~ 348 | 111.5 [~ .8

Pittsburgh —--ccceooe [ 120,6 |~ o8 | 11944 |- o8 [133.1 o3 (11341 [« W9 | 11741 |- 1 | 1188 [~ 3.1 | 1222 |- o4

120,8 2 {11944 o2 |140.2 0 [117:7 [~ o5 | 1173 |= &3 [ 1182 | 3,6 | 1129 |~ 1.1
12062 |= o2 | 1158 |= &3 | 12448 o1 11064 |~ o2 | 105.4 [~ o5 | 125.0 o1 118.7 |~ 1.1
123.8 o7 | 1224 9 | 1472 .1 [117.0 o3 | 116,7 o3 |133.2 | 4.6 [ 1119 |- .8
11761 |= 3 [116,8 |- 3 |135.5 0 [115.2 [= o3 [ 11362 |~ o1 [ 11461 |= 164 | 1101 |= o4
Beatile e-cecvcomcwes | 120,8 0 [119.7 o1 | 147.0 o1 [114ed |~ 13 | 11545 0 [ 126.0 3¢9 | 1100 [~ 9
Washington, DeCe ==== [119,8 [~ 1,1 | 1177 |- 1e4 |132.3 0 | 11340 |= o4 | 118e4 [= o5 [ 11449 [~ 6ed | 1147 [~ o3
TABIE 6& Consumer Price Index -- Aversge retail prices of selected foods
U.S. city average
November October” November October
rood and wnit 1958 1958 Yood and unit 1958 1958

Cereals and bakery products: Cents Cents Fresh_Continued Cents Cents
Flour, wheat -- - 5448 5447 Peaches * 1b. - -
Biscuit mix ----- ecmsccsmsccen 20 0z.| 2648 26,8 Strawberries ¥ mmee-mmmmeenen - pt.

Corn meal 1b. 12.9 13,0 Grapes, seedless ¥ =eroccceaa- 10b. (&7 26,3
Rice 1b. 1845 1845 Watermelons ¥ -eveesmemwescecwe=s 1b,

Rolled OatS ~ecumccwscoccsmcan “ 18 oz. 2044 2044 Potatoes eeeeecomcececcecona 10 1b. 50.4 4964
Corn flakes ====e=e=-. T 12 oz. 25,6 25.6 Sweetpotatoes sec—m-ccaccereae . 12.9 12,6
Bread, vhite 1. 1946 1946 Onions 1b. 9e1 8.9
S0d8 Crackers ==-eececcccceccee=s 1. 2942 2943 Carrots 1b, 13.7 1349
Vanilla cookies =eeeemcccceeews 7 oz. 24.5 2445 Lettuce head 1643 1841

Meats, powltry, snd fish: X Celery 1b. 1445 13.2
Round steak .| 10449 10445 Cabbage 1b. 6,8 7.0
Chuck roast 1b. 62,6 62,5 Tomataes 1. 2.0 2144
Rib roast b, 81,1 80,9 Besns, green =eeececccccccacas 1. 22,2 22,1
Hamburger 1b. Shok 5443 d:

Veal cutlets .|  135.3 135.1 46-0z. can 4640 4543
Pork chops, center cut ~=-=eccceee 1b. 90.7 92,3 #24 can 3449 34.5
Bacon, sliced =eveccssccccccaneas 1b. 73.9 78,8 #2 can 35.3 35.0
Ham, whole 1b. 6644 66,6 #303 can 271 26,8
Lamb, leg 1. 776 Ted #303 can 18,2 18,0
Frankfurters 1b. 65.8 6641 #303 can 21,1 21,1
Luncheon meat, a 12 oz. 5341 52,6 #303 can 1642 16.5
Frying chickens, ready-to-cook == 1b. 43.0 42,9 Baby 0048 ~=-ewsvecess 43 to O oz 10,1 10.1
Ocean perch, fillet, frozen =-=-= 1, 4643 46.2 Dried:

Baddock, fillet, frozen - 1b. 57.8 5647 Prunes 1b. 36,8 35.0
Salwon, pink, cenned =eee=ee—-= 16 oz. 61.8 62.1 Beans 1. 17.8 1845
Tuna fish, canned =e=eee== 6 to 6 oz. 33.7 33.5 Other foods at home:

Dairy products; Tomato soup 10¥ to0 11-0z. can 12,4 1244
Milk, fresh, (grocery) ee=eecec-e qt. 2442 2401 Beans with pork ==-ce=eee= 18-0z. can 15.2 1542
Milk, fresh, (delivered) =~==---- qt. 25.5 25,5 Pickles, sweet =-==-cecaccese 7} oz. 27,0 27.0
Ice cresm pt. 29.7 29,7 Catswp, tomato =~=c-eccecccccee 14 oz. 2244 22,4
Butter 1b. Thed 7448 Coffee 1b, oan 86,8 87.2
Cheese, American process =------- 1b, 57.9 579 Coffee 1b, bag 68,9 9.1
Milk, evaporated -==-ccec=e- 14}-0z. can 1501 15,1 Tea bags ==ce-- mesoreanane pkg. of 16 24,0 2401

Fruits and vegetables: Cola drink, carton =-weeecee-= g6 oz. 28,41 28,0
Frozen: Shortening, hydrogenated ~«e-= 3 1b. 92,8 92,8

Stravberries =e--em-ceme=-ee 10 0z.| 2644 26.2 Margarine, colored ----se=-ee=== m.| 29,0 29,0
Orange Juice concentrate =--- 6 oz. 29,0 2849 lard 1b, 22,9 23,0
Pess, green =e=eecce=cacae=e= 10 oz. 19.9 19.9 Salad dressing -e==-ecemecceceee pt, 37.9 37.8
Beans, green =e--eesescme~a= 9 oz. 2341 23.1 Peanut butter ==ee=ecccccceceee- b, 56,7 56,7
Fresh: Sugar 5 1b. 5649 5649
Apples 1b. 11.7 12,3 COrn SYTWp =====e-cceccccccee= 24 oz. 2642 2601
Bananas 1. 1844 18.3 Grape Jelly ==-=-=ereccccceae= 12 oz, 27.8 27.9
Oranges, size 200 ecoeceoo—- e doz. 82,6 87.3 Chocolate DAr ~=-ecveccsccmcee= | oz, 542 502
L 1. 18.5 18,3 Eggs, Grade A, large ececemce-- doz. 62,7 63,8
Grapefruit * U SUN— VS 13.9 Gelatin, flavored ===-e==== 3 to 4 oz. 9,0 8,9
* Priced only in season. Labor D.C. ~ BLS58-0332

1/ Not available,
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Brief Explanation of the CFI

The Consumer Price Index (CFI) measures the average changes in prices of goods
and services typically bought by city families of wage earners and clerical workers, It
is based on prices of about 300 items which were selected so that their price changes
would represent the movement of prices of all goods and services purchased by wage and
clerical families; they include all of the important items in femily spending. Prices
for these items are obtained in 46 cities which were chosen to represent all urban places
in the United States; they are collected from grocery and department stores, hospitals,
£illing stations, and other types of stores and service establishments which wage-earner
and clerical-worker families patronize.

Prices of foods, fuels, and a few other items are obtained every month in all
46 cities., Prices of most other commodities and services are collected every month in
the 5 largest cities and every 3 months in other cities. Almost all prices are obtained
by personsl visits of the Bureau's trained representatives.

_ In calculating the index, price changes for the various items in each city are
averaged together with weights which represent their importance in family spending. City
data are then combined in the total index with weights based on the 1950 populations of
cities they represent. Index numbers are computed on the base 1947-49 = 100.

The national index (the United States city average) includes prices from the
20 large cities for which separate indexes are published in this report, as well as
from the following 26 medium-sized and small cities:

Anna, Illinois Huntington, W, Virginia Pulaski, Virginia
Camien, Arkansas Laconia, New Hampshire Ravenna, Ohio
Canton, Ohio Lodi, California Rawlins, Wyoming
Charleston, W. Virginia Lynchburg, Virginia San Jose, California
Evansville, Indiana Madill, Oklahoma Sandpoint, Idaho
Garrett, Indiana Madison, Wisconsin Shawnee, Oklahoma
Glendale, Arizona Middlesboro, Kentucky Shenandoah, Iowa

Grand Forks, N, Dakota Middletown, Connecticut Youngstown, Chio
Grand Island, Nebraska Newark, Chio

Comparisons of city indexes show only that prices in one city changed more or
less than in another. The city indexes cannot be used to measure differences in price
levels or in living costs between cities.

A description of the index is contained in BLS Bulletin 1140, "The Consumer
Price Indext A layman's Guide," which may be purchased for 20 cents at any Bureau of
Labor Statistics regional office (addresses below) or from the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, U, S, Govermment Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. A more technical
description of the index appears in BLS Bulletin 1168, "Techniques of Freparing Major BLS
Statistical Series." Reprints of chapter 9, pertaining to the CPI, are available on
request to the Bureau of Labor Statistics in Washington or at any of its regional offices.

Historical series of index mumbers for the United States city average and for
20 large cities are available upon request. These series include index numbers for All
Items, Food, Apparel, and Rent for periods from 1913 to date; and for other groups of
goods and services from 1947 to date.

BLS Regional Offices

Atlanta New York Chicago San Francisco Boston

50 Seventh St., NE 341 Ninth Ave., 105 West Adams St. 630 Sansome St. 18 Oliver St.

-Zone. 23 Zone 1 Zone 3 Zone 11 Zone 10
LABCR - D. C.
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