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Released April 23, 1958

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABR
Bureau of labor Statistioe
Washington 25, D, C.

CONSUMER FRICE INDEX FCR MARCH 1958

Consumer prioes in United States cities rose 0.7 peresnt betwsen
February and Mareh 1958, aceording to the U, S. Department of labor's Bureau of labor
Statistios. The largest monthly advance since July 1956 was principally the result of
higher prices of foods. The March Consumer Price Index reached a new high, 123.3 par~
oent of the 1947-49 average and 3.7 percent above the level of March 1957.

ZOCp Higher prices for fresh fruits and vegetables, meats, and eggs

were largely responsible for & rise of 1.8 psrcent in food prices
between February and Msroch. The March food price index at 120.8 percent of the 1947-49
average vas 6.7 psrcent above a year ago.

Fruit and vegetable prices were up 5.1 percent on the averags.
Fresh vegetables were higher by 12,0 peroent as adveree growing conditions since
December continued to affect total supplies. Potato prices rose 19.6 perocent, lettuce
24.5 pereent, onions 22,0 psrcent, and all other fresh vegetables prioced also showed
substantial increases except carrcts which declined 3.6 psroent. Fresh fruit prices
were up 2.2 percent on the average, with oranges and apples registering seasonal
increases of 3,9 and 3,6 pesrcent, respectively, vhile bananas dropped 2,0 percent,
Canned fruits and vegetables rose 0.8 percent with smell price increases for ocanned
fruits and a 4.0 percent rise in tomatoes more than offsetting slight decreases for peas
and ocorn,

Frices of meats, poultry, and fish increased 2,1 psreent on the
average with almost all prioced items higher. Chicken was up 4.8 percent, chuck roast
4.7 pereent, ham 3.1 percent, frankfurters 2,7 percent, round steak 2,0 peroent, and
pork chops 1.1 percent. There were slight decreases for bacon and leg of lamb. Fresh
and frosen fish prices were up 2.7 peroent on the averags.

Egg prices increased 11.3 psrcent from a national average price of
56.8 cents per dosen to 63.2 cents. Coffee prices fell 1.2 psrcent, Prices of dairy
products declined 0.3 percent, with seasonal reductions for fresh milk, The rise of 0.1
pereent for cereals and bakery products was due mainly to inoreases in prioes of flour
and corn flakes., Priees of restaurant msals rose O.4 percent.

HOUSING The housing index was up 0.2 peroent, as increases in rents,

home~owner costs, and housshold opsration more than offset prioce
reductions of 1.0 percent in housefurnishings and seasonally lower fuel prices. The rise
of O,1 percent in rent was about half the average monthly rate of increase during the
past year. The increase of 0.6 percent in housshold opsration resulted primarily from
the introduction of annual changes in water rates, although there were some scattered
advances for laundry, dry cleaning, and telephons services., Much of the prioce decline
for housefurnishings resulted from substantial reductions for smll appliances, following
abandonment of fair trade policies by some major manufacturers. Prices were also lover
for some larger appliances and rugs. Gas and electrio bills were unchanged on the
average, but prices of fuel oil declined seasonally.

OTHER COMMCDITIES The reading and recreation index was up 0.3 percent, as higher
AD SERYICES movie admission charges for spscial features were reported in
several cities. Prices of radios and television sets were lower.
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The rise of 0.3 percent in medical care resulted from higher prices

for prescriptions and drugs and for hospital and professional services.

Much of the

increase in personsl care was the result of increases in prices of cosmetics, although
toilet socap, cleansing tissues, and beauty shop services were also higher.

The private transportation index edged up O.1 percent, largely
because of higher prices for gasoline, following the termination of price wars in several
cities, Prices of new and used cars declined 0.5 and 0.4 percent, respectively.
transit fares caused a rise of 0.3 percent in public transportation.

Higher

Apperel prices were unchanged on the average as scattered slight
advances for women's wear were offset by smell reductions for men's, boys', and infants'

clothing .

TABIE 13 Consumer Price Index--United States city average, all items and speciasl groups
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates

Iqigng (1947=49=100)
Mar, Feb, Jan, Mar, June Year
Group 1958 L 19581 1958 | 19571 1950 | 1939
All items less food 1250 | 1248 | 124.7 | 122.0 | 103.0 69.1
All items less shelter 121,0{ 1202 | 120,0 | 11645 100,7 55¢4
All commodities 11644 | 11545 115¢4 | 11244 | 1003 51,6
All comnodities less food el 11341 | 11362 |- 1135 | 1119 9944 5944
Non=durables 1169 | 116.,7| 117.0 | 115.6 99,0 5847
All services 141 o7 141 0 110005 13603 10709 8004
All services less rent 14361 ] 1423 1 141.7 | 137.1 | 107.0 735
Percent change to Merch 1958 from —
Feb, Jan, Mar, June Year
1958 1958 1957 1950 1939
All items less food 2 2 25 2144, 80.9
All items lees shelter o7 08 309 20,2 118.4
All commodities o8 9 3.6 16,1 | 125,6
All commodities less food: - 1] = o4 1.1 13.8 90.4
Durlbl‘! - 06 - 08 09 700 91 03
Non=durables 2 - o1 1.1 18.1 99.1
All services o5 9 4.0 31.3 76.2
All services less rent 6 1.0 YA 3347 9447
(1947-49-81,00)*
Mar. Feb, Jan, Mar, June Year
1958 1958 | 1958 1957 1950 1939
Purchasing power of the consumer dollar-—| $0.81 | $0.82 | $0.82 | $0.84 | $0.98 [$1.68

* To calculate purchasing power of the consumer dollar on any other base, divide
the index for the desired base date by the index for the comparison date.
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TABLE 2: Consumer Price Index -- United States city average, all items and commodity groups
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates

Indexes (1947-49«100)
March February Janvary Maroch June Year
Group 1958 1958 1958 1957 1950 1939
This Last 2 months Last Pre-World
month month ago year Pre-Korea Var II
All items 123.3 122,5 | 122.3 118.9 101.8 59.h
Food _1/ 120.8 118.7 118.2 113.2 100.5 k'{.l
Food at hope ~-ceecececcconae- - 119.6 117.2 16,7 1M1.4 100.5 k.1
Cereals and bakery products 132.7 132,6 132.5 129.8 102.7 57.2
Meats, pouliry, and fish -- 11444 112,0 110.2 100.6 106.1 A6
Dairy products =e-cemcee 11441 114.5 114.6 110.7 92.3 k9.8
Fruits and vegetables -- 1307 124.4 1219 11641 102.5 k6.3
Other foods at home =ecccacm=n 113.8 1113 1131 111.6 ok.1 A8k
Housing 2/ 127.5 127.3 127.1 12449 10k.9 76.1
Rent 137.1 137.0 136.8 13444 108.7 86.6
Gas and electricity =esceccceccse 115.9 115.9 115.7 112.4 102.7 lok.g
Solid fuels and fuel Oil =ecemee 136.7 137.2 138.4 139.2 107.6 56.
Housefurnishings =-e-c-cecececee 103.9 104.9 10442 104.9 97.k 53k
Household operation ~rewecevceee 130.7 129.9 129.7 126.2 99.6 68.4
Apparel 106.8 106,8 106.9 106.8 96.5 52.5
Men's and boys' cemecccccaccacan 108.9 109.0 109.0 108,8 98.1 50,8
"mn" and girls' ............. 98.8 98.6 ”08 ”03 93'3 5"5
P 12945 1295 129.3 127.6 102.1 50.3
Other apparel 91.9 92.0 91.9 92.2 88.h 40,6
Transportation -eeee--- recmmccmann 138.7 138.5 138.7 135.1 109.9 70.2
Public 185.9 185.4 182.4 175.8 117.9 81.3
Private 128,0 1279 12844 125.2 106.6 65.5
Medical eare 1423 1419 141.7 136.4 105.h 72.6
Per. 1 care 128.3 128,0 127.8 122.9 99.2 59.6
Reading and recreation ----- —————— 117.0 116.,6 116,6 110.5 102.5 63.0
Other goods and services 3/ ------ 127.2 127.0 127.0 12402 103.7 70.6
I
Percent change to Mareh 1958 Trom:
February Jamary Maxroh June Year
1958 1958 1957 1950 1939
All items ] 0.7 0.8 3.7 2141 107.6
Food 1.8 2.2 6.7 20,2 156.5
Food at home 2,0 2.5 Ted 19.0 1539
Cereals and bakery products =escecc-ceccvcacca o1 o2 2,2 2942 132.0
Meats, poultry, and fish 21 3.8 13.7 7.8 175.0
Dairy products - o3 ! - oh 3.1 23.6 129.1
Fruits and "“ubhl 561 7.2 1206 2705 18203
Other foeds at home 2.2 6 2,0 2049 135.1
Food awvay from home h ) 3.4 @) @)
lﬂl'iu y 02 03 2.1 2105 67.5
Rent o1 2 2,0 2641 58.3
Gas and ohctriciv 1) 2 301 1209 10.5
S0lid fuels and fwel oil - b - 12 - 1.8 27.0 1424
Housefurnishings - 1,0 - 3 - 1,0 6.7 946
Household operation o6 8 3.6 3.2 9141
Apparel 0 - o1 [} 10.7 10344
Men's and boys' - o1 - o1 o1 1.0 11404
Women's and girls' 2 0 - 5 5.9 81,3
Footwear 0 2 15 26,8 157.5
Other app el - o1 D] - o3 400 1%.4
Transportation o1 [} 2.7 2662 97.6
Public 03 1.9 5.7 57.7 1” o7
Private o1 - o3 2.2 20,1 9504
Medical care o3 oh he3 35.0 96,0
Per| 1 care 2 oh Ao 29.3 115.3
Reading and recreation o3 o3 5.9 141 85.7
Other goods and services }/ 2 2 2.4 2.7 80.2

y Includes restaurant meals not shown separately.

2/ Includes home purchase and other home-owner costs not shown separately.

3/ Includes tobacco, alcoholic beverages, and *miscellanecus services® (such as
legal services, banking fees, burial services, etc.).

A/ Hot available.
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4 TABLE 33 Coneumer Frioe Index — All items indexes for selected dates
U.8. city averege and 20 large cities

(1947-49=100)

March Pebruary March June Year
City 1958 1958 1957 1950 1939
United States city average 123.3 122.5 118.9 101.8 59.4

Cities priced monthly 1/
Chicago- - 126.8 126.2 121.6 102.8 58.6
Detroit. 12442 123.7 121.0 102.8 59.0
Los Angeles: 125.0 12401 120.4 1013 60,4
New York- 121.2 120.3 116.0 100,9 60,1
Fhiladelphie.: 123.1 122.3 120.0 101,6 59.2
March December Merch June Year
Cities rrioced in March, Jume, 1958 1957 1957 1950 1939

September, December 2/'

Atlante—~— 1249 122.4 120.6 3/ 101.3 58.3
Baltimore 12441 122.1 119.9 101.6 57.9
Cinoinnati. 122.3 120.8 118.1 101.2 58.4
8t. Loui 124.5 122.5 120.2 101.1 59.3
San Franciseo- 1267 124.8 122.3 100.9 58.6
Cities priced in February February Bovember February Yoy Year
August, Fovesbor. EY, » 1 1958 1957 1957 1950 1939
Cleveland 1245 123.3 1204 1004 59.2
Houston 122,3 122.4 120.5 103.5 595
Serantorn 119.1 117.8 115.5 100.2 58.5
Seattle: 125.0 123.9 122.2 102.0 59.2
Washington, D.C. 120.3 119.4 17.5 101.6 6044
; Janmry October January April Year
S e 3 Jamary, Apil, 1958 1957 1957 1950 1939
Boston: 123.4 122,0 119.0 101.2 61,0
Kansas City 1244 121.8 119.8 101.4 61.7
Minnespoli 123.2 122.2 1194 & 102.1 60.7
Pittsburgh 122.6 121.1 118,8 9.9 58.1
Portland, Oregon- 123.3 121.9 120.1 101.5 58.3

1/ Rents priced bimonthly,

&/ Foods, fuels, and a few other items priced monthly; rents and other commodities and services priced quarterly,
3/ wey 1950.

&/ June 1950,

TABLE 4t Consumer Price Index — Fercent changes from February 1958 to Mareh 1958
U.S. city average and five cities priced monthly
All jtems and commeodity groups

Reading Other
i s | Y0 | Touetne | dmered | O | Meare | oare | rocrontion | Seveions
United States city average—- 0.7 1.8 0.2 0 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.2
4 Sl -3 ] |73 3 S 3
e G| -5 |73 -3 | 4| 3|7 |
Fhiladelphia: o7 1eb - ol b 2,3 o3 13 - o2 o1
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TABIE 5% Consumer Price Index -- All items and casmodity groups s
March 1958 indexes and peroent changes, December 1957 to March 1958
.8, city average and 10 cities priced in March 1958
U.8. .
Growp City Balti- Cincin- Loe Bow Phila- St. Sen
Aversge |Atlanta |more Chicago | nati Detroit [Angeles | York |delphia| Louis anoisoo
Indexes (1547-%9#100)
All items 123.3 | 1249 | 124.1 | 126,8 122.3 | 124.2 | 125.0 121.2 | 1231 | 1245 126.7
Food 120.8 | 119.3 | 1215 | 1179 122,6 | 122.2 | 123.3 122.0 | 123.4 | 121.8 122.9
Food at home ~-=cerccccccccwcan= 11946 | 119.1 { 118.8 | 115.9 121.2 | 120.6 | 120.1 120,5 | 121.3 | 118.5 121.6
Cereals and bakery produc 132,7 | 12648 | 12844 | 12444 132,0 | 125.7 | 140.4 1377 | 134e1 | 12545 141.0
Meats, poultry, and fish 14ed | 1174 | 1127 | 1077 115.6 | 110.9 | 115.3 115.5 | 115.7 | 1114 119.0
Dairy products =e-e=e-=- 114e? | 11442 | 1174 | 1114 117.6 | 1.7 | 110.1 115.2 | 119.8 } 103.0 116.9
Fruits and vegetables ~=-ceea- 13047 | 1361 | 127.3 | 127.0 1314 | 142.8 | 132.0 129.9 | 129.3 | 136.7 130.2
Other foods at howe ~=ec-eeve- 113.8 | 108.3 | 1145 | 119.8 118.4 | 115.8 | 111.8 1142 | 113.6 | 1218 1M1
Housing 127.5 | 130.2 | 122,8 | 137.0 12404 12’8.9 1347 124.0 | 121.8 | 126.6 12844
Rent 1371 | 1371 | 1340 | 162.5 1415 —_— 14545 — 125.6 | 145.1 143.6
Gas and electricity ~w=-eecccee-- 1159 | 11946 | 1015 | 11447 122.4 | 117.0 | 132,3 113.5 | 103.4 | 103.8 141.3
80lid fuels and fuel 0il =we-ce- 136.7 | 130.7 | 128.7 | 13949 145.9 | 130.1 -~ 142.1 | 141.0 | 155.7 —_—
Housefurnishings =eec-s-cecccame=| 103,9 | 109.5 | 100.7 | 102.8 96.4 | 108,6 | 1009 10442 | 110.0 | 105.1 107.1
Household operation ==-eecce=ce- 13047 | 136.1 | 130.0 | 135.0 133.8 | 1194 | 122,6 1305 | 132.0 | 1347 120.9
Apparel 10648 | 11465 | 107.7 | 109.3 106.0 | 103,0 | 108.3 10648 | 104+3 | 10645 108.3
Men's and boys' =e-ccsweccecee=- 1089 | 11646 | 10642 | 116,0 107.3 | 109.1 | 113.6 108,2 | 107.1 | 108.6 109.1
Wonen's and girls' -----ce-cece- 98.8 | 10644 | 10342 9745 97.8 92.0 98,8 98,2 95.6 98,8 101.2
Footwear 129.5 | 139.2 | 127.7 | 132.0 1345 | 12442 | 129.7 131.7 | 127.1 | 126.4 133.8
Other apparel e-cecmeccccrccas-e 91.9 93.8 9609 95.8 8 85.3 85.1 95.7 92.2 9609 90.6
Transportation ~=-eccescescccccas- 13847 | 139.8 | 149.7 | 148.4 132.4 | 131.6 | 133,0 138.8 | 14446 | 1475 15547
Public 185.9 | 188.3 | 188.0 | 195.6 183.3 | 155.6 | 162.1 190.2 | 188.1 | 206.5 182.6
Private 128.0 | 131.3 | 1319 | 129.9 120.8 | 126.,8 | 128.3 1193 | 1245 | 127.7 142.6
Medical care 1423 | 13549 | 14644 | 15043 148.9 | 15049 | 134.0 13001 | 143.2 | 1581 142,9
Personsl care 128.3 | 129.9 | 123.7 | 128.9 129.8 | 133.7 {132,6 121.3 | 1341 | 1289 123.8
Reading and recreation =--- 117.0 | 122,6 | 130.1 | 125.1 109.6 | 113.8 | 109.7 118.5 | 119.7 97.9 117,3
Other goods and services 127.2 | 132,5 | 13644 | 122.0 124.2 | 135,9 | 123.8 126.5 | 128.7 | 127.0 12404
Percent change from Deoember 1957 to Maroh 1958
All items 1e4 2,0 1.6 1.0 142 0.7 1.7 2.1 0.8 1.6 1.5
Food - 440 5.0 3.5 3.5 4e3 4o 3.2 54 3.9 3.7 2.8
Food at home ccccrveccvnccecnans 46 601 he3 4O 48 47 3.7 6e1 43 4e5 3.7
Cereals and bakery products -- o7 1.2 o8 | = 1 - 2 o ok o7 oh o7 o1
Meats, poultry, and figh eee- 7.9 8.0 6.5 8.4 8.2 7.7 7.0 7.8 6.6 8.2 9.3
Dairy products e-eccecaccedames | = 4 2.6 2 | =12 o1 | = 1.2 0 =19 | = o1 |= 3 o
Fruits and vegetables - 1447 18.8 13.7 10.3 142 147 12.9 22.4 1440 13.0 9.7
Other foods at h cemvsenman | = 1,0 8 o 3 - 3 ]= 1 [=29 Tl | = o1 [ =141 - 2.8
Housing ok 2 5 b 0 - o1 1.0 8 - 7 «8 8
Rent 3 3 1.0 |1/ o1 o1 — o3 - 1YV 7 3 1.5
Gas and electricity ===eccccecccee 1e4 0 o1 o1 - 6 Ao 1.3 2.3 0 0 1ed
80114 fuels snd fuwel oil - 1.2 0 | = ek 0 0 o3 -— =23 | -1 1.3 —-—
louuflrnilhlngl """" - 1.0 - W7 - o3 - 5 - 2.0 - 7 -3 - W7 =11 o1 - 1
Household operstion -—=ewemcecmee 8 0 2.4 144 o1 2 0 1.8 9 2.0 o2
Apperel - 7 6 o | = 1.2 3 ] =10 |- <4 = 2| =22 o7 o1
Men's and boys' - 5 b o1 |- ~ 141 | =13 oh - 6 | = a1 0 - 3
Women's and girls' -ceccceccesacs | = 1,3 { = ,2 13 (= 2.6 15 | = 14 [= 15 = o3 | = 4 1.5 o3
Footwear 3 13 3 o] o1 o7 6 & (] - 5 o1
Other apparel ew-c-cececo evmneee | - 4 5 2 2 1= 6 |- o2 = 6 | =17 2 0
Transportation eeeececcccccccccces | - L1 b | = 7 |=-1.5 - 9| =36 1.1 - 6 2 1.0 2.2
Public 1.9 0 oh o7 7 1.1 % 6 b K 0
Private - 5 o7 | = o9 |= 2.1 =142 | = 4eb o7 - 9 2 1.0 2.4
Medical care 1.1 2.0 1.0 2.2 o1 | = 1 1.6 3 3 1.2 1.3
Perscnal care 1.0 of 2.1 5 2 1.3 9 1.8 1.4 o5 1.3
Reading and recreation eeccecccec—e- 2.1 5e1 3.0 - 1.5 2.3 2,8 5e1 3 o7 1.5 1.2
Other goeds and services cececcces 3 3 3.6 oh ok o1 o1 3 o1 2 6

1/ Change from January 1958 to March 1958,
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6 TABLE 63

Conswmer Price Index -~ Food and its sul

March 1958 indexes and percent changes, February 1958 ::r hroh 1958

U.8. city average and 20 1 cities
E1Q749-%
Total Cereals and Meats, poultry, Datry Fruits and Other
caey Total food food at howe bakery products and fish prodv getables foods at home
Index P:; ::;: Index ?h:':;“." Index :::;:" Index ,;";:'8‘:" Index ?h::gl:t Index ?h::'s‘:" Index 1:;":;“."

Ue8. city average =-- | 120.8 1.8 | 119.6 2.0 | 132.7 Oe1 | 11444 21 | 11441 | = 0s3 | 130.7 5.1 | 113.8 2,2

Atlanta cccovcccca-ce | 119,3 2.2 | 119.1 2.7 | 126.8 2| 1174 2.8 | 11442 |= o1 | 1361 6.0 | 108.3 3.2

Baltimore ~eccemmeses | 121.5 1.8 | 118.8 2.1 | 12844 o1] 112,7 163 | 11744 o1 | 127.3 5¢5 | 1145 3.2

Boston ~cvaceccccnces | 120.0 1.9 | 18,5 2.2 | 131.3 o3[ 113,2 1.7 | 11646 |= 1.1 | 12741 7.1 | 109.6 2.5

Chicago ~ececvacwccn= 1179 1¢5 115.9 1.8 12eh t = o4 | 107.7 2.6 11144 = 1.0 |127.0 3.1 119.8 3.0

Cincinnati eeccccmrea [ 122,6 2.2 | 121.2 242 [ 132,0 | = o2} 115.,6 2.2 | 117.6 o1 | 13144 4eT | 11844 3.5

Cleveland --ecccccemas | 118,1 1.8 | 116.5 2,0 | 13041 ok | 1095 2.2 | 1107 0 | 122.9 3.8 | 116.8 2,6

Detroit =revccocncse= | 122,2 1.7 [ 120.6 2.0 [ 125.7 [ = 1] 1109 2.0 | 1117 |= 14 | 142.8 504 | 115.8 2.9

Bouston =e=-cecccccees | 117,0 6 | 115.5 o7 | 12643 | = &3] 11042 o9 | 1124 [= o3 | 12447 2.7 | 110.8 ok

Kanses City =eececesee | 116.1 Teh | 11446 17 11277 | = o1 1111 162 | 111.6 |- o1 | 1215 4.7 | 107.3 2.5

Los Angeles ==ccccee- | 123.3 1.6 | 12041 1.6 | 140.4 ok | 115,3 2.2 | 110.1 0 {132,0 5¢3 | 1118 | = 5

Minneapolis ee--c----=! 119.1 162 | 11844 | 145 | 13446 «1] 107.8 o5 | 105,7 = 19 | 13643 563 | 121.7 3.5

Bew YOrk =eeeccceeeee | 122.0 2.4 | 12045 2,6 | 137.7 ok | 115.5 2.6 | 115.2 [= 1.2 | 129.9 T2 | 11442 3.3

Piriladelphia =--v-aee | 12344 1e4 | 121.3 146 | 13441 3 1115.7 148 | 119.8 |- .1 | 129.3 3.2 | 1136 2,3

Mitsburgh «veceeeama | 122.4 1.7 | 121.6 1.9 | 131.0 o1 [ 1134 | 2,0 | 117.4 o2 | 12944 | 3.7 | 12449 3.0

Portland, Oreg, =-e-- | 119.2 «8 | 118.2 1.0 | 135.2 1| 115.6 149 | 117.2 «1 | 120,2 3.0 | 112.,0 ot

Bt, Lowis ~evwcameae= | 121.8 2,0 | 11845 | 2.5 | 12565 [ = o1 | 11164 | 3.0 | 10340 |= o1 | 13647 49 | 121.8 2.7

San Francisco =e---e- | 122.9 1.3 | 121.6 1.7 | 141.0 011940 | 2.5 | 116.,9 o3 1302 | 343 | Mek 145

Scranton eceencccwass | 119.0 2.1 119.3 23 | 13446 | = 3] 11449 1.7 | 113.7 0 | 126.2 7.0 | 113,0 3.5

120.3 1.2 | 1199 1o {141.8 1] 113.8 2.2 | 118.7 o2 | 12944 2.7 | 1094 1.0
12,9 2.4 1121,6 | 3,0 {1329 1.0 115.0 | 343 | 11949 o3 | 13049 5.6 | 115.4 3.3
TABIR 73 Consumer Price Index -- Average retail prices of selected foods
U.8. city average
March Felruary March Fobruary
Food and wnit 1958 1958 Food and unit 1958 1958
Cereals and bakery prodmcts: Cents Cents Fresh——Continued Cents Cents
Flowr, wheat =cecccccccccccec—- § Ib, 55¢5 55.3 Peaches # 1b.
Biscuit nix ==er-ecoccccccccas 20 oz. o o Stravberries % —caae- emcommman .
Corn meal 12.8 12,9 Grapes, seedless # eeceecemecweee 1b.
Rice 18.1 18.1 Watermelons # === Ib.
Rolled oats =- 20.3 2042 Potatoes --- - 10 1b. 732 6143
Corn flakes =—==eccceccrccmcnas 12 25,3 25.2 Sweetpotatoes --~-ececemceceas 1b. 16.5 1545
Bread, vhite . 19.1 19.1 Onions 1b. 11.0 9.0
80da Crackers =----ee-cocccca-- = 1b. 29.2 29.2 Carrots 1b. 15.1 1547
Vanilla cookies e=ceeececccmames 7 oz. 247 24.6 Lettuce head 20,2 16.2

Meats, poultry, and fish: Celery 1b. 15.8 15.6
Round steak 1. 103.1 101.,0 Cabbage 1. 12,0 1.4
Chuck roast 1. 6441 611 Tomataes . 41.8 41.1
Ri® roast 1. 81,0 80,2 Beans, green =semesccccccccccs 1b. (67)) W)
Hamburger 1b. 50.3 49.0 Canned :

Veal cutlets m.| 131.2 12943 Ormgc Julce eccvescacees 48-02. can 35.1 349
Pork chops, center cut -e=-ceeeceae 1b. 89.5 8846 #2% can| 343 342
Bacon, sliced =weecccccceccamemas Ib. 71 772 Pinelpp cescemcecncceesea §2 can| 3445 3443
Ham, whole Ib. 68.4 66,5 Fruit cocktail ---eeeec-ee #303 can{ 2641 26,1
Lamb, leg 1. T7.5 78,0 Corn, cream style -- - #303 can 17.5 17.5
Prankfurters . 62.7 61.0 Peas, green - #3038 can| 21.2 21.2
luncheon meat, canned =e=es-=== 12 oz. 47.6 474 Tomatoes --- memmee #3038 can| 1646 15.8
Frying chickens, ready-toscook -- 1b. 49.9 48.3 Baby foods eewacs 4% to 8 oz 10.0 10.0
Ocean perch, fillet, frozen =-~-= 1b. 447 Ahoh Dried:

BEsddock, fillet, frosen ===e--=== 1b. 5549 53.0 Prunes 1b. 33,0 33.0
Salmon, pink, canned =-=e--e=-- 16 or. 63.1 63.0 B w. | 17.3 16.8
Tuna fish, canned ===~ee==~ 6 to 6i oz. 32,8 32,7 Other foods at home:

Dairy products; Tomato soup 10% to 11-0z. can 12.5 12.5
Milk, fresh, (grocery) =~=seeeee- qr.| 2440 2442 Beans with POrk ee-eee=ce= 16-0z. can| 151 15.0
Nilk, fresh, (delivered) ~=--~--- gt. 25.6 2547 Pickles, sweet =-ecacavacwces 73 oz. | 2742 27.1
Jce cream pt. 29.6 29,7 Catsup, tomRto =eawerccccecee 14 oz. 21.8 22.1
Butter . The9 149 Coffee 1b, osn 9344 95.2
Cheese, American process =-====-- Ib. 58.3 5842 Coffee 1be bag | T7.9 779
Milk, evap 143-oz. can 15.1 15.0 Tea LAES ====cccmcccccaess pig. of 16| 24,0 24,0

Fruits and vegetables: Cola drink, carton =eeeecese= 38 oz. 27.3 27.3
Frosens Shortening, kydrogensted ----- 3 1n. 95.2 94.8

Strawberries ==eeccceccecceec 10 or. 26,6 26,3 Margarine, colored --ee=cesecacs Ib, 29.8 29.7
Orange juice concentrate ---- 8 oz. 4.7 237 Lard 1. 2.4 22,3
Peas, green ==ececccceeasces 10 or. 19.5 19.6 Salad dressing =-=eeecemresceccs pg, 37.8 37.8
Beans, green =--eeemem-me===  9on| 23,0 2.5 Peanut butter =eee--cemcccecsces 1b. | 5443 5440
Fresh: Sugar 8 1b. 55.5 55.6
Apples 1b, 14,0 13.5 Corn syrwp =-=--=--=c=ceo---- == 24 oz. 25,5 25.3
Ba 1b, 16,9 17.2 Orape Jelly --e-ecceccrccccces 13 oz, 21.7 27.6
Ormca, size 200 eeccccacccar doz. 68,0 655 Chocolate bAr ==esescceccscc=- | oz, he5 &e5
1. 19.0 18.8 Eggs, OGrade A, large - ——== doz. 63.2 56,8

ancﬁ'nit » sach 11.9 11.7 Gelatin, flavored =--«=-== 3 to 4 oz. 849 849

# Priced only inm season.
1/¥ot available,
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Brief Explapation of the CPI

The Consumer Price Index (CFI) measures the average changes in prices of goods
and services typically bought by city families of wage earners and clerical workers, It
is based on prices of about 300 items which were selected so that their price changes
would represent the movement of prices of all goods and services purchased by wage and
clerical families; they include all of the important items in family spending., Prices
for these items are obtained in 46 cities which were chosen to represent all urban places
in the United States; they are collected from grocery and department stores, hospitals,
filling stations, and other types of stores and service establishments which wage-earner
and clerical-worker families patronize.

Prices of foods, fuels, and a few other items are obtained every month in all
46 cities., Prices of most other commodities and services are collected every month in
the 5 largest cities and every 3 months in other cities, Almost all prices are obtained
by personal visits of the Bureau's trained representatives.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various items in each city are
averaged together with weights which represent their importance in family spending. City
data are then combined in the total index with weights based on the 1950 populations of
cities they represent. Index numbers are computed on the base 1947-49 = 100,

The national index (the United States city average) includes prices from the
20 large cities for which separate indexes are published in this report, as well as
from the following 26 medium-sized and small cities:

Anna, Illinois Huntington, W, Virginia Pulaski, Virginia
Camden, Arkansas Laconia, New Hampshire Ravenna, Chio
Canton, COhio Lodi, California Rawlins, Wyoming
Charleston, W, Virginia Lynchburg, Virginia San Jose, California
Evansville, Indiana Madill, Oklahoma Sandpoint, Idaho
Garrett, Indiana Madison, Wisconsin Shawnee, Oklahoma
Glendale, Arizona Middlesboro, Kentucky Shenandoah, Iowa

Grand Forks, N, Dakota Middletown, Connecticut Youngstown, Chio
Grand Island, Nebraska Newerk, Ohio

Comparisons of city indexes show only that prices in ome city changed more or
less than in another. The city indexes cannot be used to measure differences in price
levels or in living costs between cities.

A description of the index is contained in BLS Bulletin 1140, "The Consumer
Price Indexs A lLayman's Guide," which mey be purchased for 20 cents at any Bureau of
Labor Statistics regional office (addresses below) or from the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, U, S, Govermment Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., A more technical
description of the index appears in BLS Bulletin 1168, "Techniques of Preparing Major BLS
Statistical Series.” Reprints of chapter 9, pertaining to the CFI, are available on
request to the Bureau of Labor Statistics in Washington or at any of its regional offices.

Historical series of index numbers for the United States city average and for
20 large cities are available upon request, These series include index numbers for All
Items, Food, Apparel, and Rent for periods from 1913 to date; and for other groups of
goods and services from 1947 to date.

BLS Regional Offices

Atlanta New York Chicago San Francisco Boston

50 Seventh St., NE 341 Minth Ave, 105 West Adams St. 630 Sansome St. 18 Oliver st.

Zone 23 Zone 1 Zone 3 Zone 11 Zona 10
TABOR - D, C.
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