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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABCR
Buresu of labor Statistics
Washington 25, D. C.

CONSUMER FRICE INDEX F(R AUGUST 1957

Prices of goods and services for urban consumers increased 0,2
percent between July and August 1957, according to the U, S. Department of labor's
Bureau of labor Statistics., Higher prices for food and housing were the principal
factors in the advance, although all other major groups of goods and services also rose.
The Consumer Price Index, at 121,0 percent of the 1947-49 average, registered its 12th
consecutive monthly advance, and the August level was 3.6 percent above that of a
year ago.

EOQ Food prices rose 0.4 percent during the month, as declines in
prices of fresh produce falled to offset advances for most other
classes of foods, particularly pork and eggs. At 117.9, the retail food price index was

-at a record high in August, 4.2 percent higher than a year ago., Food prices advanced in

34 of the 46 cities surveyed in August.

Prices of all cuts of meat were higher, with bacon up 8.4 percent,
ham 3.5 percent, frankfurters 2.8 percent, and round steak, chuck roast, and hamburger
about 1% percent.

Egg prices rose 10.2 percent, to a national average of 594 cents
a dozen. The rise of 0.9 percent in prices of dairy products was due primarily to an
increase of 1.4 percent in fresh milk prices, Cereals and bakery products continued to
advance in price.

Restaurant meal prices averaged 0.5 percent higher, increasing in
14 of the 20 cities surveyed in August.

Fruit and vegetable prices dropped 4.4 percent, with reductions of
7.9 percent for fresh fruits, 4.8 percent for fresh vegetables, and smaller reductions
for canned and dried fruits and vegetables. Prices of frozen fruits and vegetables
averaged slightly higher. Increased supplies of fresh produce resulted in price declines
of 19.3 percent for tomatoes, 32,1 percent for grapes, 19.4 percent for peaches, 15,7
percent for watermelons, 18.9 percent for onions, and 15.8 percent for celery. Frices of
lettuce rose 17.4 percent and higher prices were reported for oranges, bananas, and
carrots,

HOUSING Increases in gas rates, residential rents, and FHA mortgage

interest rates caused the rise of 0.2 percent in housing costs.
The average rise of 0.9 percent for gas and electricity, the largest increase in any
month since October 1948, resulted almost entirely from gas rate increases in several
cities. Rents averaged higher in 13 of the 15 cities surveyed in August. Prices of
housefurnishings averaged 0.2 percent lower, reflecting August sale prices for household
textiles. Household service rates continued their gradual increase, but prices of
laundry soap and detergents declined. Seasonal advances in prices of coal were offset
by lower prices of fuel oil.

OTHER COMM(DITIES Prices of nonfood commodities were unchanged on the average, as a
AND SERVICES rise of 0.3 percent in prices of durables was offset by a decline

of 0,3 percent for nondurables. Services other than shelter rose
0.4 percent,
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The private transportation index, unchenged during the month,
reflected the effects of gasoline "price wars" in several cities and lower new car prices,
counterbalanced by higher prices for used cars, tires, and sutomobile insuresnce. Mixed
price movements in both men's and women's apparel resulted in little change (up O.1
percent) for the group.

Medical and personal care services contimued to advance and prices
of movie admissions and newspapers were up in a few cities. Prices of radios and
televieion sets rose slightly as new models were introduced.

TALRLE 1¢ Copeumer Price Index—-United States city average, all items and spscial groups
IJndexes and percent changes for selected dates

o Jtdexes_[1947-09=100]

v Auge | July June Aug,. Juna Year

e r— Groun 1 1957, 1957 1957 1956 1..19%0 1939

R S U v 121,0 {120.8 (12042 11648 1 101.8 | 59.4
A1) itens less fotdewmmmcmmeenmnas cmmm 123,00 1122,8 1225 119.,0 ! 103,0 69.1
All dteme less shelter-me—wm- e 0 118.7 11185 [ 117.8 1114,5 | 100,7 5544
A1) commpditicgecac= o o o e o 114¢3 [ 114det 1113¢5 [ 910:3 | 1003 51,6
A1) conmodities less food=wmmmmmau=n == 1115 [111.5 [111.3 108,41 Q9.4 5944
I’lu‘ables"“"" --------------------- : 1%08 10605 10607 102(6 102.4 5703
Nen=durablépur mmencrsamar rm v m——— i 115.9 11642 1157 11341 99,0 5847

%411 services and shelterv---------------i 137.8 {137.4 ]137.0 [132.9 {107.9 80.4
A1l services less sheltar-u---------i 1411 | 14046 1139.9 | 135,7 | 107.0 735
FPercent change to August 1957 from -

y duly June hug, June Year
1957 1957 1956 1259 1939

|

!

A1) ARemBanr s a e i e s e e - ————————— 0.2 0.7 3.6 18.9 | 103.7
ALl Ltems lese FO0dwmemammana wommme mmmmemmm———— o2 o4 304 19.4 78.0
£11 fteme less gheliglecmmcmconsmas S ———————— ! o2 o8 347 17.9 | 114.3
£ comaoditiegerrm s e o s n e ————— - o2 o7 346 14.0 | 121.5

231 commoditier less f00d~-mcenmomcmmionaanaan 0 o2 3e1 12.2 87.7
IraDlepommmne st s s m - — ——— o3 o1 be' 4¢3 864
FOn=0urablegewamn imoos s mas v e o o - &3 Y 2e5 171 ey

£1) screices sand eheligre: sxcicrrncnmecencanee o3 6 3.7 277 Tidd

AL pervices les: shollepee-scmmuoncomnanuans YA «3 440 31.9 92.0

L I
(1947-49=$1,00)*

1257 1952 1957 1956 1950 1939

!
E
i hug. | July | June | Aug. June | Year
|

Furchasing power of the consumer dollar-- $0.83 [$0.83 |§0.83 | $0.86 |$0.98 | $1.68

EIERE s - e

* To calculate purchesing power of the consumer dellar on any other bese, divide
the index for the desired bsse dste bty the index for the cowparison date.,
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TABLE 2: Consuaer Frice Iadex -- United States city average, all items and commodity groups 3
Index2s and percent changes for selacted dates
Indexes {1947-49.100)
August July June August June Year
Group 1957 1957 1957 1956 1950 1939
This Last 2 months last Pre=World
month nouth ago year Fre-Korea yar TI
All items -ec--emoconceooameicocoas 121,0 120,8 120,2 116.8 101.8 59.4
Food 1/ wmeememcconcmccmccaemeaaas 17,9 M7.4 116,2 113.1 100.5 k7.1
Food at home ---=-----ammcannean 116,6 11641 11447 111.8 100.5 b7.1
Cereals and bakery products == 131.0 130.8 130.6 126.3 102.7 57.2
Meats, poultry, and fish ==--- 111.9 109,5 106.9 99,9 106.1 41.6
Dairy products =e---m--ewceona- 11,5 110,5 110.0 109.2 92.3 k9.8
Fruits and vegetables -~-----= 121,3 126.9 126.8 120.7 102.5 h6,3
Other foods at home ~e====-=-- 13,8 11,7 1095 12,9 9.1 48.4
Housing 2/ ==-rer-emcocmocnnnnaoas 125,7 125,5 125,5 122,2 104,9 76.1
ReO =-es-esmemmcmmmcescecnannne 135,4 135,2 135.0 133.2 108.7 86.6
Gas and electricity --- - 113.3 12,3 12,3 12.1 102,7 10k,9
Solid fuels and fuel oil - - 135,7 135,9 135,.3 129,5 107.6 56.4
Housefurnishings ==--e--=ameava= 103,9 10441 10446 102,46 97.% 53.4
Household operation ----=w=-cecw 128,0 127.9 127.6 123.4 99.6 £8.%
Apparel e-r---meccmumcecesrmcnnanne 106,56 106,5 106.6 105.5 96.5 52.5
Men's and bOYs' ~----wvmsaceeans 103,3 108,38 109.1 107.7 98.1 50,8
Women's and girls' =----cemme-.o 98,¢ 93.6 98.5 9841 93.3 5445
FOOLWeAr ==sesmmec-nrvmacancnnoan 128.3 128.1 127.8 124.8 102.1 5043
Other apparel ----s---cessecaca- 92,9 91.9 9149 91,5 88.4 40.6
Transportation e=esse-veeeesceeeas 135.9 135,8 135,3 12845 109.9 70.2
PUDliC =-smcesmc—cenemocmeaneaaa 180,6 180,2 176.8 1729 117.9 81.3
Private evecec-ccecemcccmerecanan 125,6 125.6 12544 18,6 106.6 65.5
Hadical Care -e-memcmeeccnacmaao. 138,6 138.4 137.9 133.3 105.4 12.6
Personal care ==--=c--- - 124,9 124,7 12402 120.3 99.2 59.6
Reading aad recreation =--e-msem-s 112,86 1124 111.8 107,9 102.5 63.0
Other goods and services 3/ =--==-- 126,7 126,6 1245 122.1 103.7 70.6
Percent change to August 1957 from:

July June Magust June Year

1957 1957 1956 1950 1932

ALL {t8MB mmrmmnssmmmmmsmserassmmessmecemcecasmmean- 0,2 0.7 3.6 1849 103.7
FOOd  amm=mmamsccmcmame-ssemesssmsarssssssmennm. ol 1.5 4e2 17.3 150.3
Food at home Wb 1.7 43 16,0 147.6
Ceraals and bakery produchts -» o2 o3 3.7 27.6 129.0
Meata, poultry, and fisg ==~v=r-cmmesncsennna 2.2 47 12.0 5.5 169,0
Dairy products ==----cescccscccsscnsncsnsicaa 9 1.4 2.1 2.3 123.9
Fruits and vegatables »~sce=o-w==an wmame- Tem- - 4ok = 43 o5 13.3 162,0

1,9 3.9 - 1 20,9 135.1

o5 . bel @) @)

2 Y] 2.9 19.8 65.2

W1 o3 1.7 24.6 5644

Gas and electricity =--v-ec-a wermmssseeencse= .- o9 9 1e1 13.3 8.0
55114 fuels and fuel 0il -==-=-- mmsemmenceoneen - ot 3 4.8 2641 140.6
fousefurnishingse --==se--esmerscescr-ncencnannaa -~ o2 - W7 13 6.7 94eb
fousehold operation =s-sem-e-sressmrmscmnzcccana ol 3 3.7 28.5 87.1
AppArel ~eccacemccmcccsacccscsrcmsserecemacsencan o1 [¢] 1,0 10.5 193.0
Men's and boys' 0 - 3 140 10.9 11442
wWomen's apd girls' --- ¢ .1 o5 5.7 80.9
FOoOtWeAr ~smum-em= L 2 b 2.8 25.7 155.1
Other pDATe)l ==seccemcmmmccecarecscacccasse=as o1 o1 o5 4o 126.6
Transportation =-e=-e=-a- mm——— mesmessonesmmm————— o1 A 5.8 23.7 93.6
PUDLIC =meremcccsmecmmmmcmsdsccmcmcsrmmerencsenns 2 2.1 4e5 53.2 122.1
Private =memmerccecccmccresemscasscaeessacemen- 0 o2 549 17.8 91.8
Medical CAre -esme-memccec-semevsmsrresemcsess-ee. ot o5 40 31.5 90.9
PErsonal CAre sme-smes-mecsscmscsassmmassmscsmaann o2 b 3.8 2549 109.6
Reading and recreation =-=-e-= wmwmsssscesscencens o2 o7 bebs 9.9 78.7
Other goods and services 3/ -=m-m=-mcsemccanccnan o1 1.7 3.8 22,2 79.5

1/ Includes restsurant meals not saown separately.

é/ Includes home purchase and other home-owner costs not shown separately.
3/ Includes tobacco, slconolic beverages, and "™miscellanecus services" (such as
legal services, banking fees, burial services, etc. ),

3/ Not available,
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4 TABLE 33

Consumer Price Index — All items indexes for selected dates
U.S. city average and 20 large cities

(1947~49=100)
August July August June Year
City 1957 1957 1956 1950 1939

United States city averag 1/ 1210 120.8 116.8 101.8 59.4

Cities priced monthly 2/ \

Chicago 12461 12441 120,90 102.8 58.6
Detroit. 123.0 123.1 119.6 102.8 59.0
Los Angeles 121,2 121.1 11744 101.3 6044,
New Yori 18,7 11844 4ol 100.9 €0.1
Fniladelrhia 1216 121.2 1179 101.6 59.2

) August May August May Year

Cities yriced in February, May, 1957 1957 1956 1950 1939

August, November 3/

Cleveland 122.8 121.7 119.1 10044 5942
Houston: 122.1 121,1 118,.2 103.5 5945
Scrant 117.8 1164 113.5 100,2 5845
Seattl 123.7 122.8 118,8 102,0 59.2
Washington, D. C, 119.1 117.2 115.7 101.6 €04

July April July April Year

Cities yriced in Jammry, Aprid

Tuly, Cotober oy e A 1957 1957 1956 1950 1939
Bosto! 122.1 120,2 117.8 101.2 61.0
Eansas City: 121,7 120.4 117.6 101.4 61.7
Minneapoli, 121.6 119.8 117.7 &/ 102.1 6047
Pittsburgh 120,7 118,8 117.3 99.9 5841
Portland, Orego 122,2 121.6 118.6 101.5 58.3

June March June June Year

Cities priced in March, June,

September, December 3/ 1957 1957 1956 1950 1939
Atlant 121,2 120,6 118.0 5/ 101.3 5843
Baltimor 121.2 119.9 116,6 101,6 57.9
Cincinnati 19.7 118.1 116.3 1012 5844
St. Loui 121.3 120.2 17,0 101.1 59.3
San Francisco 122.8 122.3 117.9 100.9 5846

1/ This index on the bese of 1935-39=100 is 202.3.
2/ Rents priced bimonthly.
3/ Foods, fuels, and a few other items priced monthly; rents and other commodities and services priced quarterly.
4/ June 1950,
5/ May 1950,
TABLE 4! Consumer Price Index — Percent changes from July 1957 to August 1957
U.S. city average and five cities priced monthly
All items and commodity groups
Reading Other
City A1l Food Housing | Apparel | Trans- Medical | Fersonal and goods &
items portation care care recreation | services

United States city average—— 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.1
Chicago: 0 - o5 o1 0 o5 0 2 6 - 1
Detroit - 1 - o - 1 o1 6 o3 2 - o3 o7
Los Angeles———————eeo—u—o o1 1.0 o1 - o - 17 o1 - o1 o2 0
New York o3 o3 2 3 o1 - o2 ) - 3 o1
Fhiladelphia~—-————e—emw——m o3 o3 o5 0 o3 o1 oh 2 o1
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TABLE 5: Consumer Price Index -- All items and commodity groups 5
August 1957 indexes and percent changes, May 1957 to August 1957
U.S. city average and 10 cities priced in August 1957
U.8. [
Group City Cleve~ Los New Phila- Washington,
Average |Chicago | land Detroit | Houston|Angeles | York |delphia |Scranto Seattlel b. C.
Indexes (1947-k9=100)
All items 121,0 | 12441 122,81 123,0 | 122.1 121.2 18,7 | 121.6 | 117.8 [ 123.7 119.1
Food 117.9 | 115.0 115.9{ 119.3 | 115.3 | 118.9 1177 | 1215 | 116.1 119.1 120.0
Food at home -e-cececvccmccaac-ae 116,6 | 113.0 11462 | 117.8 | 113.8 | 115.6 115.9 | 119.7 | 116.2 | 118.4 118.3
Cereals and bakery products ~-| 131.0 | 122,6 12440 | 124.9 | 121.4 | 139.0 135.1 133.2 | 127.0 | 140.4 129.8
Meats, poultry, and fish --=--- 1119 | 105.1 108.,2 | 108,6 | 107.4 | 1129 117 | 1140 | 112.7 | 12,3 111.2
Dairy products «-—-«---=e-----c 1115 | 111.1 10403 | 111.7 | 112.0 | 105.5 112.4 | 117.0 | 110.5 | 11844 116.6
Fruits and vegetables ~----w-- 121.3 | 11845 1213 | 130.3 | 121.7 | 11401 116.9 | 127.2 | 123.5 | 1179 125.0
Other foods at home -=ec-ccew-- 113.8 | 11841 117.2 | 116.1 | 112,0 | 113.6 113.2% 113.2 | 111.1 | 113.8 1146
Housing 125,7 | 135.2 127.7( 128.8 | 129.0 | 130.1 122,1 | 120.6 | 1215 | 128.2 118.3
Rent 13544 -— 1574 | 148.0 | 138.5 — 123.7 -— 127.6 | 142.5 125.8
Gas and electricity --e-we--- w=e| 1133 | 114.0 1M5.4 | 113.1 11644 | 118.0 111.0 | 103.4 | 117.7 8646 122.7
Solid fuels and fuel oil =---= ew | 13507 ] 138.7 | 132,71 129.3 - - 142.8 | 13144 | 143.0 | 1443 141.3
Housefurnishings ----===---c-=-s 103.9 | 100.7 101.7 | 10844 99.8 | 102.3 10441 | 108.5 | 103.3 [ 101.6 99.6
Household operation w=-w--cmeees 128.0 | 1329 117.0 | 11844 | 13644 | 129.5 12549 | 127.6 | 114.8 | 137.2 126.2
Apparel 106,6 | 109.2 107.9 | 103.8 | 109.5 | 107.2 105.9 | 106.1 | 108.2 | 109.0 1042
Men's and boys' ~eeccrccmcccoca. 108.8 | 116.6 112,7 | 110.1 107.9 | 109.8 108,8 | 107.1 110.1 1119 107.7
Women's and girls' -e-ce--cae- - 98.6 97.0 98.8 92.9 | 102.8 99.6 96,7 99.4 | 100,5 | 102.0 977
Footwear 128.3 | 13144 126.2 | 123.9 | 136.9 | 128.8 129.4 | 126.3 | 133.1 | 129.4 122,7
Other apparel w-ecemce-eeme-e ———— 92.0 95.6 945 86.8 91.3 84.6 95.6 93.6 91.5 87.5 87.8
Transportation =e~eememmeeccssscmae 135.9 | 14543 134.6 | 132.9 | 135.6 | 130.0 137.6 | 139.5 | 130.8 | 135.8 137.9
Public 180.6 | 1943 170.9 | 153.9 | 16645 | 154.8 189.0 | 187.4 | 190.6 | 180.1 156,.6
Private 125.6 | 12647 126.3 | 128.7 | 130.7 | 125.8 11841 | 118.9 | 116.7 | 124.2 13149
Medical care 138.6 | 141.5 15047 | 14647 | 129.0 | 131.0 12944 | 14048 | 125.4 | 143.0 131.6
Personal care 12449 | 12645 126,11 129.9 | 133.0 | 129.2 116.3 | 130.6 | 125.9 | 130.1 120.6
Reading and recreation «-ee-c-cee- 112.6 | 116.6 120.5{ 119.3 | 1139 | 101.1 115.9 [ 1167 | 134.6 | 116.9 113.1
Other goods and serviceg ----e=--- 126.7 | 121.1 127.0 | 135.7 | 128.3 | 123.3 126.2 | 128.5 | 119.0 | 135.9 13644
Percent change from May 1957 to August 1957
All items 142 1.6 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.3 1.3 1.5 1.2 0.7 1.6
Food 2.9 2.7 2.8 241 2.8 1.7 344 3.3 3.5 1.5 3.5
Food at home ---ce-eccccaaaa. —— 3.2 2.8 3.3 24 3.5 1.9 3.4 3.6 1..0 145 19.3
Cereals and bakery products -- S| - &2 3| = o1 2 3.7 0 5 o5 17 o1
Meats, poultry, and fish -e--- 7.9 8.8 7.7 72 8.3 Teds 642 841 8.8 645 844
Dairy products =--e=eceececemcaee 1e4 o3 o1 3.8 2.8 o 4.0 2.5 oh 9 o7
Fruits and vegetables ~10 | - L6 18] =~ 5.0 o7 | - 642 o3 o7 3.3 |~ 8.2 5.9
Other foods at home =e=cecc=aa 3.5 145 2.6 3.0 2.1 2.3 4.0 3.1 3.7 3.8 3.2
Nousing o3 8 - .6 2] = o2 o3 0 9 1.0 |~ o3 o5
Rent o5 - J/ a1 o1 - [/ 4 - o3 .8 o3
Gas and electricity ~ecececcce- - 9 [¢] (4] 8 o2 0 - . 0 0 0 1.4
So0lid fuels and fuel 0il -c=-we - o2 1.8 2.2 0 — - - 21 2.2 6.1 142 - 23
Nousefurnishings «----=- e -] = 3] - 13 3| = b ~1.6 |~ 3 - b = S5~ 9 |~-1.8 o6
Household operation - o5 1.6 3 5 o A 3| = W5 .6 o1 o3
Apparel 1| = o3 o2 9| = b= o4 o1 15 | = 3 6 VA
Men's and boys' =e=cc-eea maemae [ - 2 | - 2 1| = 121 o7 | - 13 3 o1 | = o8 ody 0
Women's and girls' --ee--a e 01 - 3 3] =13 -~ 12 [0} - o2 244 o 1.2 6
Footwear o | = o2 o o3 o1 oh o7 2.2 o1 [ = &2 - o3
Other apparel =-=--==n- r———————— 0|~ 1 A - B8] - - a o2 9 |~ .1 .3 1.3
Transportation ~eerem--cccccaccana o4 beb 1.9 6 9 | = 2.5 ~ ob| =13 | -3.2 |~1.8 1.2
Public 2.1 1549 0 546 0 0 [} [ 0 o 0
Private 2 1.8 23| - o3 T1e1 | = 29 - 6] =17 | =37 |~-2.0 15
Medical care 9 o 9 3 - o3 o8 o1 2 ol 2.9 - 1
Per 1 care 1.2 2 1] - o3 15 o2 1.0 5 3 o7 o
Reading and recreation ==ee-e-m-ea 11 o4 2| = L1 9 o7 o3 1.0 o1 Loy 446
Other goods and services ----- ———— 1.9 1.0 1.6 T 1.9 1.6 1.2 1.5 1e1 3,0 1.7

* July 1957 index revised to 112.4.
1/ Change from June 1957 to August 1957,
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6 TABLE 63

Conswmer Price Index -- Food and its subgroups

August 1957 indexes and percent changes, July 1957 to August 1957

U.S. city average and 20 large cities
(C19%7-k9 «100
Total food Total Cereals and Meats, poultry, Dairy Fruits and Other

City food at home bakery products and fish products vegetables foods at home
Index | Roroent | Index |Fereent! ynaex | Porcent| rndex | Percent! ngex Crenmer | Index |Tenoenti pndex |Percent

1,8, city average --- | 117.9 0.4 116.6 0.4 131,0 0.2 | 111.9 | 2.2 11,5 0.9 1213 | = 4eb | 1138 | 1.9

115.8 1.0| 114.8 1.1 124.0 o2 | 115.,5 | 2.2 110.3 o1 122,7 [= 1.0 | 105.8 | 2.5

118,41 = 3} 1155 ] = 3| 127.3 o1 | 12,3 | 2.7 112,5 = o1 | 1152 |- 7.8 | 113.6 | 1.6

117.5 | = 6] 115.7 | - 7} 131.1 0 | 108.6 | 1.3 11641 1.2 | 119.4 | = 8.1 1123.0 | 1.2

115,01 = 5] 113,01 = 6] 1226 |- .4 | 105.1 144 111.1 1.4 | 118.5 | = 8.0 | 118.1 1.7

120,2 | = 427 119.1 - W3] 131.8 |~ .1 114.8 | 2,3 114.7 0 | 122,1 |- 8.2 | 119.3 | 2.7

115.9 5| 11442 5| 124.0 o2 | 108.2 | 2.2 1043 | = o1 121.3 | - 2.3 1172 | 1.4

11931 = 4| 117.8 | = 6| 124.9 0 | 108.6 | 2.4 111.7 2.2 | 130.3 [ =10.8 11641 Re3

115.3 9| 113.8 1.1] 121.4 o2 | 1074 | 24 112,0 2.6 | 121,7 |- 2. 112.0 | 1.4

Xansas City =ve=memee | 114.3 2| 1127 31 126,4 |- .2 | 108.7 ) 1.9 107.9 0 | 119.1 )= 4.3 | 107,0 ] 2.2

Los Angeles =<wmrmamw-| 118,9 1.0 115.6 8! 139.0 2 | 112.9 | 2.9 105.5 0 | 14e1 | - 341 113.6 | 1.8

Winneapolis -=--=ew-c 15,6 o2 11444 2| 129.6 0 | 10445 | 169 | 10446 = o1 | 12447 | = 427 | 120.6 | 2.5

Bev YOrk ececeesnmeas | 117,7 o371 115.9 o4 | 135.1 0 | 1M1.7 | 1.7 112.4 3.0 | 16,9 | - 3.1 113. R W7

Philadelphia ecemmaaa | 121.5 o3| 119.7 o3| 133.2 oy | 114,0 1.7 117.0 3 127.,2 | = 1.9 113.2 A

Pittsburgh evvmemmecs | 1189 | = 3| 117.6 | = 3| 129.3 o2 | 11044 | 1.8 111.9 o1 120.8 |- 6.6 | 123,0 | 1.4

Portland, Creg, ====- | 119.0 o4t 117.9 51 1347 2.0 | 115.,2 | 3.3 117.2 0 | 110.,2 |- 7.9 | 118.2 | 3.2

8t, Louis =r-ececema - | 1181 = 42| 115.3 | = 3! 125.1 2 | 109.1 | 2.3 102.7 0 | 124,1 |- 7.6 | 120.8 | 2.2

8an Francisco mem-weo [ 11842 0 116.9 01 139.9 |- 1 114.0 | 2.0 109.8 0 | 117.5 | = 546 112.8 Reby

Scranton ==ececee-- wee | 11641 3] 116,2 W4 1270 o1 112,71 2.7 110.5 0 ] 123,5{=-3.3 | 111.1 8

Beattle «-rereccacana | 119,1 4| 11844 2| 140.4 1.8 | 1123 | 2.5 11844 0| 17.9 |- 6.6 1 113.8 1.9

Washington, D.C, === | 120,0 5| 118.3 61 129.8 2 [ 1112 1.4 116.6 0 | 125,0 |- 3 | 114.6 | 1.0

TABLE 73 Consumer Price Index -~ Average retail prices of selected foods
U.S. city average
August July August July
Food and wait 1957 1957 Food and uatt 1957 1957

Cereals and bakery products: Cents Cents Fresh— Continued Cents Cents
Flour, vheat --eccacrccccccccu-o 5 b, 54.8 5447 Peaches ¥ —cececcrwmecccamaaaaa 16,1 20.0
Biscuit mixX ~-ce-ccccccacccaa- 20 oz. 26.8 26,8 Strawvberries ¥ wecmcemmmccco-.

Corn meal 1b. 12.7 12.7 Grapes, seedless * 2407 1 36,4
Rice 1b. 175 17.4 Watermelong ¥ c-vwee—can FAYA 5.2
Rolled 0ats ~=mmeccccccscmmmuns 20 oz. 22,2 22.1 Potatoes ~==smmwememmcwe 58 6 i 60,3
Corn flakes =-smecec—ccecccac—a- 12 oz. 23.2 23,0 SWeetpotitoes ~=-rmmmcarancoma 17.5 i 18,7
Bread, white 1b. 18,9 18.9 Onions -«srowmcmcmecnce s 9.3 11,5
Soda crackers ~e-cemeccccccscenas 1b. 29.1 29.1 CAYrots m=mmensmmewcsmenananea 1€.C 14,9
Vanilla cookies =rmcecccccccwna 7 oz. 24.6 24,6 Lettuce ==wwmececmmmemcconcnn 21.9 18,7

Meats, poultry, and fish: Celery --- 14.2 1649
Rouné steak 15, 98.1 96.9 Cabbage ==-=- 8.4 8.6
Chuck roast 1b. 5440 53.0 Tomatges =---= 21,7 26,9
Rib roast 1b. 76,0 754, Beans, green emmms-csam=msace~ 20.8 23,2
Hamburger 1. 4hye3 4346 Canned :

Veal cutlets 1b. 118.5 117.8 Orange Julce -=—-o-e-er-ao 46-0z. can 34.1 345
Pork chops, center cut ---=-=---- 1b. 92,9 92,7 Peaches =---= -  #2% can 3448 3449
Bacon, sliced 1b. 87.5 80.7 Pineapple ==--- -~  #2 can 341 3441
Ham, whole 1b. €6.6 64,3 Frult cocktail ~---==eaaea 4303 can 26,0 26.0
Lamb, leg 1b. 72.6 726 Corn, cream style ------e- #3053 can 17,1 17.1
Frapnkfurters 1b. 59.3 577 Peas, green ------- === #303 can 21.6 21,7
Luncheon meat, canned e=e—--=--- 12 oz. 45.5 4543 TOmAtLOS ==dm=mee=mmwecmnw 4303 can 15.0 15.0
Frying chickens, ready-toecook == 1b. 49.7 49 ok Baby f00ds =ece-c=-cmeae 4% to 5 oz. 10,0 10,0
Ocean perch, fillet, frozen ----- 1b. 43.2 42.9 Dried:

Haddock, fillet, frozen --es==--= 1b. 46.6 45.6 Prunes =- 1b. 33.9 342
Salmon, pink, canned --e==----- 16 oz. 62.5 62,5 Beans === 1b. 16,41 1649
Tuna fish, canned -=-ee--- 8 to 8% oz 32.1 32,2 Other foods at home:

Dairy products; Tomato soup =———--——-= 10% %0 11-0z. can 12.5 12.5
Milk, fresh, {grocery) ~-- qt. 23.3 22,9 Beans with pork 18-0z. can 147 14.7
Milk, fresh, (delivered) qt. 24,8 2445 Pickles, sweet =-=cc-c-macmao 7% oz. 27.1 27.2
Tce cream pt. 29.5 29.5 Catsup, tomAto ==--eccccmccee 14 oz. 21,8 22,0
Butter ~-mew= 1b. 73,7 73.7 Coffee 1b. can | 101.5 101.7
Cheess, American process =---=~=-- 1b. 57.8 57.7 Coffee 1bs bag 83.0 83.1
Milk, evaporated --=eesce-e-- 14%-0z. can 147 14,7 Tea bags «e--=---ecsecco-- pkg. of 16 23.7 23.7

Fruits and vegetables: Cola drink, carton --=e----ee 36 oz. 27.0 2/ 26.9
Frozen: Shortening, hydrogenated ----- 3 1b. 97.6 977

Stravberries =eeseeo- —mom——— 10 oz 25.5 25.5 Margarine, colored ~-----ecewae-- 1b. 29.6 29.6
Orange Jjuice concentrate ---- 8 oz 17.7 17.5 lard 1b. 22.9 22.5
Peas, green —--ee==-a-- ——== 10 oz 19,6 19.6 Salad dressing ~e-eccceccvenacaae pt. 37.3 37.4
Beans, green -=sesec-m-ce--- 10 oz 2441 2441 Peanut butter 15. 53,6 53.6
Fresh: Sugar 5 1b. 5546 5543
Apples 1b. (&72] 22,8 Corn syrup 24 oz 249 24,9
Bananasg -=- 1b. 18.6 18,0 QGrape Jelly --=ecescr-mccecocaa 12 oz 273 2743
Oranges, size 200 ---ccaccmmn- doz. 61.3 58,2 Chocolate bAr =eser-ccccccoa-- 1 oz 4Leb bob
1 R - 1b. 18.1 17.8 Eggs, Grade A, large ---=-=c=-- doz 59,6 2/ 54.1
Grapefruit * —mm—--—mmmamem — sach Gelatin, flavored =====-== 3 to 4 oz 8,8 .

¥ Priced only in season.

R July index revised to 112.4.
1/ Vot available,

2/ Revised.
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Brdef Explapation of the CFl

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures the average changes in prices of goods
and services typically bought by city families of wage earners and clerical workers., It
4s based on prices of about 300 items which were selected so that their price changes
would represent the movement of prices of all goods and services purchased by wage and
elerical families; they include all of the important items in family spending. Prices
for these items are obtained in 46 cities which were chosen to represent all urban places
in the United Stateg; they are collected from grocery and department stores, hospitals,
£illing stations, and other types of stores and service establishments which wage-earner
and clerical-worker families patronize.

Prices of foods, fuels, and & few other items are obtained every month in all
46 cities. Prices of most other commodities and services are collected every month in
the 5 largest cities and every 3 months in other cities. Almost all prices are obtained
by personal visits of the Bureau's trained representatives.

In calculating the index, price changes for the various items in each city are
averaged together with weights which represent their importance in family spending. City
data are then combined in the total index with weights based on the 1950 populations of
cities they represent., Index numbers are computed on the base 1947-49 = 100.

The national index (the United States city average) includes prices from the
20 largs cities for which separate indexes are published in this report, as well as
from the following 26 medium~-sized and small cities:

Anre, Illincis " Huntington, W, Virginia Pulaski, Virginia
Camden, Arkansas Laconia, New Hampshire Raverma, Chio
Canton, Ohio lLodi, California Rawlins, Wyoming
Charleston, W, Virginia Lynchburg, Virginia San Jose, California
Evansville, Indiana Madill, Oklahoma Sandpoint, Idaho
Garrett, Indiana Medison, Wisconsin Shawnee, Uklahoma
Glendale, Arizona Middlesboro, Kentucky Shenandoah, Iowa

Grand Forks, N, Dakota Middletown, Connecticut Youngstown, Chio
Grand Island, Nebraska Newark, (kio

) 4 “omparisons of city indexes show only that prices in one city changed more or
Zv,cn‘ than in another, The city indexes sannot » used to measure differences in price
iavels or in iiving sosts belwesn nities,

i odsseription of the index is gontained in BLS Builetin 1140, "The Consumer
St (odexs A laymen's Juide,” wnicn may be purchased for 20 cents at any Bureau of
~apor Stetistios regionai offic~ (addresses below) or from the Superintendent of Docu~
sants, U, 3. Govermment Printing Office, Washington 25, D. 5. 4 .wore technical
Zdsscription of the indsex sppears in BLS Bulletin 1168, "Techniques ~f Preparing Me jor BLS
Ftatistical Seriss." faprints of shapter 9, pertaining to the CPI, are avsilable on
request 40 the Bureau of labor 3tatistics in Washington or at any of its regional officee.

Historical series of index mumbers for the United States city average and for
20 large sities are available upon request, These series include index mumbers for 411
Items, Food, Apparel, and Rent for periods from 1913 to date; and for other groups of
goods and services from 1947 to date,
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