Issued April 25, 1956

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Bureau of Labor Statistics
Washington 25, D, C.

CONSUMER FRICE INDEX FOR MARCH 1956

Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0.1 percent between
February and March 1956, the first advance since November 1955, the U, S. Department of
Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics announced today. Prices averaged higher over the
month for ell major categories of family spending except housing and transportation.
Housing costs remained at their February level and transportation declined. The Consumer
Price Index for March was 114.7 (1947-49 = 100), 0.3 percent higher than in March 1955.

FOOD Retail food prices rose 0,2 percent from February to March, following

a 5-month declire, At 109.0, the food index was 1.6 percent below
its March 1955 level, primarily because the meats, poultry, and fish component was almost
10 percent lower.

Price advances for fresh vegetables led the increase, supplemented
by higher prices for coffee, fats and oils, and restaurant meals. These increases were
largely offset by lower costs of fresh meats, milk, and fresh fruits.

Curtailed supplies, iollowing the early freeze in Florida, and some
seasonal influences resulted in 4.6 percent higher prices, on the average, for fresh
vegetables. Prices of tomatoes were up 29.3 percent, potatoes, 4.3 percent, and lettuce
7.3 percent; however, green bean prices dropped 19.6 percent. Average prices for coffee
in cans rose more than 3 cents a pound (from 96.2 to 99.4 cents), and coffee in bags cost
4.1 percent more, reflecting increases in wholesale prices of roasted coffee prior to
mid-March, A 2.3 percent increase in prices of shortening led the 1 percent rise in the
fats and oils category.

Most meat prices declined as supplies continued ample: beef and veal
products dropped 1.7 percent; pork products, 1.2 percent (although ham was 2.2 percent
higher); poultry, 0.5 percent; and lamb, 1 percent. The 0.5 percent decrease in milk
prices and the 0.8 percent drop in prices of fresh fruits were due chiefly to seasonal
adjustments; bananas were down 3,9 percent and oranges, 0.7 percent. Canned and frozen
orange julice prices rose, 1.2 and 1.8 percent, respectively.

HOUSING The housing index remained at its February level of 120,7 percent of

the 1947-49 average. Prices of housefurnishings advanced 0,6 percent,
reflecting higher prices for living room and bedroom suites, dinette sets, curtains, and
towels, which were partially offset by reductions in prices of vacuum cleaners, toasters,
and other household appliances. The rise of 0.2 percent in household operation costs
reflected higher rates for water and an increase in domestic service rates in Philadelphia.
Residential rents edged up 0.1 percent. These increases were counterbalanced by reported
moderate declines in costs of home-ownership.

OTHER COMMODITIES Tax changes and increases in rates for services, which typically
AND SERVICES change in only a few cities in any given month, were important

factors in the advances of several group indexes. The change in the
Ohio tax on cigarettes accounted for a large part of the 0,2 percent rise in the "other
goods and services" component from February to March. The new Penusylvania sales tax
affected most groups of commodities (excluding food and apparel items principally). Higher
group hospitalization rates in Detroit contributed substantially to the 0.4 percent
increase in medical care costs; the increase in prices of men's haircuts in San Francisco
played a similar role in the 0.3 percent rise in the personal care index, Most of the
0.2 percent rise in the reading and recreation group stemmed from higher movie prices in
several citiles,
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The 0.2 percent advance in the apparel index resulted primarily
from higher prices for shoes, although prices of some items of men's and boys' clothing
also rose. Transportation costs dropped 0.2 percent as used car prices fell 2,3 percent,
but streetcar and bus fares were increased in Baltimore and Minneapolis.

TABLE A: Consumer Price Index -~ U,S. and 20 citles, all items and major groups
1955 Annual averages
(1947-49 = 100) 1/

Reading: Other

: $ s : : Trans-: s : and ¢ goods
: All 3 3 : porta-:Medical:Personal: recre-: and
City 3 dte Food Hgnainz+énn§:§l“_1inn___JEEEL____JzusL___aaign_Tagnzinan_

U.S. city average| 114.5 | 110,9 | 120,0 | 103.7 | 126.4 | 128,0 115.,3 | 106.6 | 120,2
Atlanta———e——e——ea 16,3 | 110,2 | 125.1 | 109.,6 | 123.6 | 124.9 118.4 | 108.1 | 121.2
Baltimore———————= 115.,2 | 111,7 | 116.6 | 102.5 | 136.5 | 134.7 109.4 | 115.6 | 122,9
Boston—=———mee—wa 113,8 | 109,5 | 120.9 | 102.1 | 134.2 | 125.4 113.4 | 107.2 | 118.5
Chicago=—=e——=am=ad 17,9 | 109.1 | 129.9 | 105.8 | 131.5 | 129.1 117.6 : 113.5 | 117.8
Cinecinnati——ee— 113,7 | 112,0 | 118.,0 | 103.5 | 122.,6 | 129,0 113,3 99.9 | 116.3
Cleveland——=weww=-q 11506 10809 122.3 10308 120,3 13506 118.0 115.3 119.2
Detroit———e——ema 116,5 | 113,2 | 122,3 | 102,0 | 122.2 | 132.9 123.6 | 108,5 | 124.6
Houston——-————o= 115.9 | 109.9 | 123.1 | 106.5 | 123.4 | 124.3 | 121.8 | 109.3 * 119.8
Kansas City-————| 115,7 | 106.8 | 121.5 | 103.0 | 125.4 | 136.3 119.3 | 115.1 : 117.1
Los Angeles—e—~——! 115,6 | 111,8 ; 125.,7 | 103.9 ! 124.7 | 123.3 117.8 96,8 | 115.3
Minneapolis————-=f{ 116,8 | 11,6 | 122.1 | 104.2 | 116.8 | 147.0 119,7 | 117.0 & 125.,9
New York————=——e-| 112.2 | 110.8 | 115.7 | 102.4 | 128.9 | 125.9 109.4 | 1044 © 121,0
Philadelphia~====| 115.,5 { 113,0 | 1143 | 104.9 | 136.3 | 135.1 117.9 | 112.6 i 123.9
Pittsburgh. 113.8 | 111.2 ¢ 116.4 | 102.1 | 136.9 | 129.,7 116.4 | 98.4 ' 120.9

Portlsnd, Oregon-{ 115.1 | 110.6 | 119.0 | 106.5 | 123.9 | 126.9 | 114.7 | 115.9 | 119.6
—116,0 | 112,3 | 120.4 | 103.8 | 133.3 | 140.1 | 116.5 | 92.1 | 116,2

St. Louis

San Francisco 115.6 | 112,9 ¢ 116,5 | 103.5 | 139.5 | 124.4 110.9 | 106.8 | 116,.1
Scranton | 111e4 | 108.3 | 115.4 | 106.0 | 126.5 | 120.0 | 119.1 | 119.5 | 115.7
Seattle ———i116,7 | 112.1 121.3 | 106.3 | 127.,7 : 132.9 117.6 | 108.6 : 127.7

Washington, D. C.{113.6 | 111.2 | 116,6 | 101.,5 | 129.5 | 119.,4 12,6 | 105.4 ' 130.0

¢
K

5
.

1/ The U. S. average is based on the 46 cities included in the index during 1955.
These figures are weighted averages of indexes avallable for given months and published
in regular monthly reports of the index,

NOTE: Effective after release of the June 1956 index, the Bureau
will discontinue publication of the U, S. aml city indexes
for all items on the base 1935-39 = 100.
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TABIE 1: Consumer Frice Index -- United States city average, all items and commodity groups
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates
Indexes (1947-49+100)

March February January March June Year
Group 1956 1956 1956 1955 1950 1939

This Last 2 months Last Pre-World
month month ago year Pre-Korea War TI
‘All items 114.7 114.6 114.6 11443 101.8 59.h
Food 1/ 109.0 108.8 109.2 110.8 100.5 b7.1
Food at hame 107.3 107.1 107.5 109.7 100.5 b7.1
Cereals and bakery products -- 12444 124.3 123.9 123,9 102.7 57.2
Meats, poultry, and fish =----- 92,8 93.6 93.3 102,3 106.1 41,6
Dairy products =--e=---e-ccces 106,9 107.3 107.3 105.4 92.3 49.8
Fruits and vegetables --~cecw- 114.8 113.3 112,6 112,0 102.5 46,3
Other foods at home =-w--=--=- 110.7 109.6 112,8 111.9 9k.1 h8.h
Housing 2/ 120.7 120.7 120.6 119.6 104.9 76.1
Rent 131.6 131.5 131.4 130.0 108.7 86.6
Geas and electricity =-ceeccaccas 111.7 111.7 111,7 1103 102.7 10k.9
50114 fuels and fuel 0il ~~eee-- 130.6 130,0 129.5 126,2 107.6 56.h
Housefurnishings -----ceececccwe 103.1 102.5 102,0 10446 97.h 53.4
Household operation =es-eee-cee- 121.6 121.4 121,2 117.9 99.6 68.4
Apparel 104.8 104.6 104.1 103,2 96.5 52.5
Men's and bOys' ~emceeemecvrean- 106.6 106.5 106.0 105.6 98.1 (%/)
Women's and girls' —e-eececeecee 98,3 98, 97.9 97.4 93.3 (8/)
Footwear 1219 121.3 120.4 16,7 102.1 (&/)
Other apparel =--ee~=com=-a- -—— 91.1 91.0 90,7 90.4 88.% L%
Transportation 126.7 126.9 126.8 127.3 109.9 (5/)70.2
Public 170.8 170.5 170,3 164.6 1179 81.3
Private 116.8 117.0 117.0 118,2 106,.6 65.5
Medical care 131.4 130.9 130.7 127,0 105.% 72,6
Personal care 119.2 118.9 118.5 113.5 99.2 59.6
Reading and recreation ws-=ccce=-- 107.7 107.5 107.3 106,6 102.5 €3.0
Other goods and services 3/ ------ 121.2 120.9 120,8 119.8 103.7 70.6

Percent change to March 1956 from

February January March June Year
1956 1956 1955 1950 1932
All items 0.1 0.1 0.3 12.7 93.1
Food 1/ o2 - .2 - 1.6 8.5 131.4
Food at home 2 - W2 - 2,2 6.8 127.8
Cereals and bakery products =eeecec-comccec-ce o1 ok ok 21.1 117.5
Meats, poultry, and fish - 9 - 5 - 9.3 -12.5 123.1
Dairy products - o4 - o4 1.4 15.8 114.7
Fruits and vegetables 1.3 2.0 2.5 12.0 147.9
Other foods at home 1.0 - 1.9 - 1.1 17.6 128.7
Housing 2/ 0 o1 9 1501 58,6
Rent o1 o2 1.2 21.1 52,0
Gas and electricity 0 (o] 1.3 8.8 6.5
80114 fuels and fuel oil 5 8 3.5 21.4 131.6
Housefurnishings 6 1.1 - 1.4 549 93.1
Household operation o2 o3 3.1 22.1 77.8
Apparel o2 o7 1.6 8.6 99.6
Men's and boys' o1 6 9 8.7 (4/)
Women's and girls' 0 oh 9 5e4 (4/)
FPootwear o5 1.2 4e5 19.4 (4/)
Other apparel .1 A .8 3.1 (&)
Transgportation - 2 - .1 - 5 15.3 80.5
Public o2 o3 3.8 4449 110.1
Private - 2 - o2 - 1.2 9.6 78.3
Medical care o4 5 3.5 247 81.0
Personal care 3 .6 5.0 20,2 100.0
Reading and recreation 2 b 1.0 5.1 71.0
Otber goods and services 3/ o2 o3 1.2 16.9 Al

y Includes restaurant meals not shown separately.

g/ Includes home purchase and other home-owner gosts not shown separately.
}/ Includes tobacco, alcoholic beverages, and "miscellaneous services"(such as

legal services, banking fees, burial services, etc.).

h/ Not available.
5/ Corrected.
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) TABIE 2

U.S. eity average and 20 large cities

Consumer Price Index -~ All items indexes for selected dates

(154 7-49w100] [1935-39.106_]
City
March February March June Year March
1956 1956 1955 1950 1939 1956 Y
United States city aversge ------mee--e-==|  114.7 114.6 114.3 101.8 59.% 191.8 ‘
Cities priced monthly:
Chicago 117.7 118.3 117.0 102.8 58.6 200.4
Detroit 116.9 116.4 11€.3 102.8 59.0 197.3
Los Angeles 116.1 115.8 115.1 101.3 60.b 194.0
New York 112.2 112.1 112.4 100.9 60.1 i85.7
Philadelphia 115.8 114.7 115.8 101.6 59.2 192.7
Cities priced in March, June, ?;;Zh De:gx;l;er ?;15‘;11 ‘11315‘8 Tear 1939 ?;;Zh
September, Dscember 2/
Atlants 116.8 117.1 115.3 3/)101.3 58,3 198.1
Baltimore 115.2 115.8 114.9 101.6 57.9 198.0
Cincinnati 114.3 114.2 113.4 101.2 5844 192.5
St, Louis 115.7 11€.1 115.6 101.1 59.3 193.1
San Francisco 11€,8 115.9 115.6 100,92 58,6 199.6
Feb; Novembe: Feb; Ma; F
Cities priced in February, May, 61;15121'y ‘17;‘;5 ) 81;?;” 1955'0 Year 1939 e?;gzry
August, November 2/
Cleveland 115.7 116,2 114.9 100.4 59.2 197.2
Houeton 11€.6 11€.7 115.7 103.5 59.5 197.4
Seranton 1111 110.9 111,7 100,2 58.5 184.6
Seattle 11€,2 117.4 116,3 102.0 59.2 198.6
Washington, D, C. 113.4 113.7 113.2 101.6 €0.4 186.2
J Cetobe J April J
Cities priced in January, April, a?‘;‘;gy :9?5 i} 1955 1515.0 Year 1939 8?9“5?
July, October 2/
Boston 114.6 114.5 113.0 101.2 61.0 184.5
Kansas City 115.5 11€.2 115.3 101.4 61,7 186.0
Minneapolis 11€.1 116.4 116,5 (4/)102.1 60.7 192.3
Pittsburgh 113.6 113.8 113.8 99.9 58.1 193.1
Portland, Cregon 11€.3 116.2 114.6 101.5 58.3 201.4
l/ These are the same indexes shown in column 1, converted to a base of 1935-392100.
2/ Poods, fuels, rents, and & fev other items priced monthly; other commodities and services
priced quarterly.
e/ May 1950; formerly priced February, May, August, November,
%/ June 1950; formerly priced March, June, September, December.
TABLE 3: Consumer Price Index -- Percent changes from February 1956 to March 1956
U.S. city average and five cities priced monthly
All items snd commodity groups
Reading Other
All Trans- Medical| Personal and goods &
iy items Food Housing Apparel portation care care recreation| services
United States city average --- 0.1 0.2 0 0.2 - 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.2
ChicOgo -----=ecmrmmcemmmnn| = 5 S| -1 6 - 2 . 0 0
Detroit Wb o5 o1 o3 - o1 3.6 0 .3 o1
1os Angeles --we-cemcweco--o .3 .1 o2 o3 % o] 2 .8 0
New York o1 o2 2 - .1 - W2 0 -~ .2 - b o1
Philadelphia «-e-cace-ecacea 1.0 N 1.6 A o5 1.0 1.6 1.3 2
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TABIE 4: Consumer Price Index -- All items and commodity groups 5
March 1956 indexes and percent changes, December 1955 to March 1956
U.S. clty average and 10 cities priced in March 1956

v.s.
Group City Balti- Cincin- Los New Phila~- St. San
Average | Atlanta| more |[Chicago | nati Detroit |Angeles | York {delphia| Louls | Francisco
Indexes (1947-49#100)
All items ~- - =1 114.7 116.9 115.2 117.7 114.3 116.9 116.1 112.2 115.8 115.7 116.8
Food 109.0 107.9 110.2 106.3 109.6 111.0 111.5 108.8 117,1 110.7 112.1
Food at home ~w=-==-moem—-n= ~-ewe| 107.3 105.6 107,41 104411 108.0 | 109.1 | 108,2 | 106,9 109.2 | 108.2 110.7
Cereals and bakery products ==| 124.4 118,9 121,31 119,01 124.2 | 119.2 | 128.5 |129,.1 123.9 | 119.4 130.6
Meats, poultry, and fish ~---- 92.8 94.3 93.7 86,2 93.1 91.2 53.8 95.6 95.3 91.8 100,0
Dairy products ==--se-=mee-e- 106.9 109,0 108,91 107.6 | 110.9 | 104.7 | 102.9 | 124.3 109.7 | 100.2 | 105.7
Fruits and vegetables —--e-u-- 114.8 114.7 112.7] 10,3 ] 110.9 | 127.6 | 118.6 | 109.5 18,7 | 122,5 121.5
Other foods at home -=--w-wm-- 110.7 102.8 110,71 117,11 116,71 | 112.2 [ 109.9 1111.3 11041 120.5 108.3
HOuSing ~----emeeemccecsmmmnmmun 120.7 126.2 116,41 129.7 | 120.1 122,8 | 126.5 | 11€.9 115.9 | 120.1 119.3
Rent -- 131.6 135.0 126,81 153.9 — - - — -— - —
Gas and electricity -=---=cs-e-- 111.7 119.4 99.9 | 113.8 | 18,3 | 114.3 [ 11€6.2 [ 110.3 101.8 | 103.8 136.3
Solid fuels and fuel oil ----- --1130,6 123.3 13C.3 1 134.9 | 135.0 | 123,8 - 135.8 133.1 | 143.5 —
Housefurnishings -e==-ce--e-cae-- 103.,1 107.6 97.5 1 1019 97.4 | 107.1 11019 |102.7 108.8 | 102,2 10443
Household operation =-=--ewew- -1 121,6 131.7 115.2 1 126.7 | 129.4 | 115.2 | 124.8 1120.8 118.4 1 125.6 110.9
Apparel 104.8 110.7 103.7 | 108.5 | 105.3 | 102.3 | 105.0 |103.7 104.1 104.0 105.3
Men's and bOys' —ee—~mececnea- | 106.6 111.5 102.6 | 112,21 104.6 | 109.5 | 10%.5 1106.5 103.9 | 105.8 106.0
Women's 8nd girls' -—---=e-cm-cc= 98.3 105.6 . 99,5 100.3 ; 100.0 91.2 97.6 96,3 100.1 96e4 100.4
Footwear 121.9 128.7 0 121,11 124.6 | 129.2 | 117.9 | 125.4 |120.8 117.2 | 123.0 123.2
Other apparel =e=ees-cccnaa- wee= 91.1 91.5 9449 951 88.¢ 87.3 83.3 93.9 92.0 95.6 89,1
Transportation 126.7 12405 136,81 130.6 | 121.1 12442 | 125.4 [131.0 136.0 | 132.2 139.3
Public ——— 170.8 153.6 185.8 | 1€5.3 | 1€2.8 | 142,7 [150.8 [186.7 186.0 | 182.6 178.5
Private -1116,8 118.7 118.3 1 115.5 | 111.1 120.4 1121.2 [111.1 115.3 [ 114.8 125.9
Medical cBre =-=-==ceemamecmemcans 131.4 128.8 136.5 1 135.4 | 137.2 | 14204 | 126.4 | 126.6 137.5 | 140.4 128.2
Personal care 119.2 124,47 116,41 122.5 | 118.1 | 127.6 [ 119.6 [111,2 127.2 1 118,7 116.4
Reading and recreation =-e--ecw-e-- 107,7 110.0 171 1 15,3 | 100,7 { 109.2 95.8 [104.3 114.9 91.6 107.6
Other goods and services ==-ww-=-- 121.2 125.8 123.5 1 117.5 | 11844 | 124.1 116.1 121.1 125.5 121.9 117.5

Percent change from December 1955 +to March 1956

All items —— o} - 0.3 - 051 - 0.7 0.1 0.2 |- 0.2 0.2 0.9 |- 0.3 0.8
FOOd eecoccmcccrnccrrencnnencccenan - 0.5 - 4 = 2 =121 - T 1= 4 |- .5 o1 5 5 -
Food at home - .6 - .8 = by -1 - &= T -7 0 2 3 - 5
Cereals and bakery products =-- o4 2.2 0] - .4 5 o3 NA od .6 3 - W2
Meats, poultry, and figh —-e-- - 1.9 - 2.6 =21 =29 | -1,1 | -2.6 |-2.3 |-1.8 .8 o1 - 1.2
Dairy products ~-eeeecccecccea- - .7 <5 0 5 o8B ]=- B - 1 |- 9 2.7 |- .7 A
Pruits and vegetables --ceeee- 3.7 3.7 beb | - 5 o1 2.6 2.6 7.7 8.7 3.0 2.9
Other foods at home -—---e~ewnm - 2.6 - 3.8 22 =22 | =24 -1 =24 |-29 - 2.7 |-1a - 3.3
Nousing - .1 - W7 -2.2 | -1 o3 2 - 2 o3 1.7 |- 2.0 1.7
Rent o (@4 (1)) A [N - - - - - - -
Gas and electricity e~emecccccacs o2 - 2 0 3.0 | - .7 o] 0 NA 0 0 0
Solid fuels and fuel 0il ~cvcecaw- 2.0 o] 1.9 2.4 0 2.0 - 47 449 1.2 -
Housefurnishings --eee-ce-ac-a - = &3 - .6 - 7| -3.1]- .6 3 =105 |- 1.4 2.8 |- .3 .6
Household operation ~=e<eseeea - o7 o1 A 1.8 o3 1.1 |- .2 1.1 1.1 o2 o
Apparel o1 o5 1.3 o5 1.3 o5 T R - 1.5 o3 9
Men's and boys' =sccrecccccccaa-- o5 o2 1.2 A 14 1.9 o2 o5 7T |~ 3 9
Women's and girls' ---ee-ceeaces |- .8 o5 1.3 .8 1.5 [ =14 |- 2 |-1.9 - L5 .3 .8
Footwear 1.8 .9 2,01 - 4 1.2 2.3 3.6 1.3 3.7 144 144
Other apparel -==cccccccncmccone 0 o2 o7 o3 .8 o3 o1 - .3 - W2 2 5
Transportation - .5 o1 Tl | = 51 -1 |- .8 |- .7 1.2 1.3 |- 1.0 - 1.0
Public 1.8 0 10,1 ) 0 0 0 4.5 6.5 0 0
Private - .8 C - W8 = 7 -2 - 1.0 |~ .8 o1 - .3 - 1.3 - 1.1
Medical care «© o2 0 1.1 o1 3.7 1.0 o1 1.0 .2 2.0
Personal care 141 .6 2.6 W5 1.1 o7 1.2 0 2,3 o1 5.1
Reading and recreation ~weecesaees .2 2 .6 6 1.9 b |- W .3 2.3 .2 2.3
Cther goods and services ~--eecceaa o5 .6 2 0 1.8 S I L o1 2 440 W1

1/ Change from September 1955 to March 1956,
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TABIE 5: Consumer Price Index -- Food and its swbgroup
March 1956 indexes and percent changes, February 1956 to Hu-ch 1956
U.S. city average and 20 large cities
[(1947-k94e100

Total food Total Cereals and Meats, poultry, Dairy Fruits and Other
ity foud at home bakery products and fish products vegetables foods at home
Index I:‘e}:- ::gnet Index i‘;‘;‘:;’e't Index I;‘i:;neg:t Index l:;;‘;:;':‘ Index l::eh';‘:‘;re't Index I;eh';‘:‘:t Index l::i';ieg:"
U.8. city average ---| 109,0 0.2 | 107.3 0.2 | 12444 0e1 | 92.8 |- 0,9 | 106.9 |- 0.4 |114.8 1.3 | 110.7 1.0
Atlanta eweomccoca-ae | 107.9 0] 105.6 {- .3 | 118.9 o1 | 94.3 |- 2.0 |109.0 3 1147 .7 | 102.8 o4
Baltimore eeceecceeea- | 110,2 3 107.4 2 121.3 0| 93.7 |- 1.4 |108.9 0 }112.7 1.2 110.7 1.2
. 0 | 104.,9 o1 122.1 2 | 91,1 |- 1.5 |107.6 |- 1.2 [108.9 6 | 105.5 2.2
- 5| 1041 ]1- .6 | 119.0 o1 | 86.2 |- 1,6 |107.6 0 {1103 |- 2.0 |117.1 9
o1 108.0 o3 | 124,2 3 1 93.1 |- 9 {1109 2 {110.9 6 1116.1 1.2
Cleveland ~-wemecsmman R 0 | 104.5 .11 119.7 o3} 89.7 |- 1.5 |101.7 |- o5 [109.3 14 | 114.0 9
Detroit ecemeccaceces- | 111.0 «5 1 109,1 5 1 1192 |- 3| 912 |- 8 |104.7 |- o1 [127.6 2.2 | 112.8 1.1
Houston =wessewoccees | 10601 | = .6 | 104.5 |- .8 | 117.6 o2 | 89.2 |- o4 |1043 |- 4.9 [113.9 4 [ 109.3 o
Kansas City --ecwseee | 104.9 «2 | 102.9 o2 | 120.5 0| 87.2 |- 1.7 {107.3 |- .2 {108.6 1.2 [104.8 1.9
Los Angeles ==ceccenw- | 111.5 o1 108,2 0 | 128,5 2 [ 93.8 - 1,0 |102.9 o1 118.6 2.4 |109.9 |- .7
Minneapolis weeceemee- | 111,2 01 110.4 0] 125.8 |- .1 | 91.1 |- 1.2 |110.7 |- .4 [123.8 8 |[119.5 1.1
New YOork =-emec—ccee- | 108,8 2 | 106.9 3 | 129.1 o1 | 956 [- o7 [104.3 | .2 [109.5 1.0 [111.3 1.5
Philadelphia =ceecees | 111,1 7 | 109.2 5 | 1239 3 | 953 - 7 |109.7 |- 4 1118.7 2.3 | 110,1 1.5
Pittsburgh ==ceececews | 109,8 5 | 108.8 o7 | 125.5 2 1912 | 2 [109.9 |- o1 [114.1 3.6 1119,6 .8
Portland, Oreg. ==--= | 110.8 5 1 109.6 7 1 125.0 (- .1 192.8 [ .9 [108.9 0 [119.1 1.8 11441 2.4
St. Louis =m-cesceece= | 110,7 «9 ! 108.2 8 | 119.4 2 | 91.8 o4 [100,2 = 42 }122,5 1.6 [120.5 1.7
San Francisco ====-== | 112,1 o4 | 110.7 o4 | 130.6 o1 [100.0 7 [105.7 0 [121.5 1.2 {108.3 1.2
Scranton -=~eeeececee-a | 106,1 o7 | 105.3 o8 1 119.1 |- 3 1911 | .1 [107.6 | 1 [111.1 3.0 [108,1 1.7
Seattle ~eerevececee- | 110.9 6 | 109.8 o7 | 131.5 0 | 93.1 4 [111.1 0 [122.3 2.1 |108.7 2,0
Washington, D.Ce ~=== | 110,0 «1 | 107.9 1 | 121,6 |- 2 | 90.6 | 2.6 |113.3 2 |114.5 .8 [111.8 2.5
TABIE 6: Consumer Price Index -- Average retail prices of selected foods
U.S. city average
March February March February
Food and unit 1956 1956 Food and unit 1956 1956
Cereals and bakery products: Cents Cents Fresh——Continued Cents Cents
Flour, vheat =—eeceocecocenea- 5 1b. 53,1 53,0 Grapefruit #* -cccrmcn-ccnnaaa each . .
Biscuit mix s=ee-ecccssncawaas 20 oz. 26.8 26,9 Peaches * 1b.
Corn meal 1b. 12.5 12.5 Strawberries # ceecececccccenanaa pt.
Rice 1b. 17.2 17.2 Grapes, seedlesg ¥ —ceo—cw- w== 1b.
Rolled cats 20 oz 19.2 19,2 Watermelons % sceeccecccecwe--= 1b.
Corn flakes 12 oz. 21,8 21.8 Potatoes 1¢ 1b. 57.3 5448
Bread, white 1b. 17.7 17.6 SWeetpiiitors = camemnemm——— ., 11.9 11.8
Soda crackers 1b. 27,6 27.5 FIOTIE vwmmemrmm e e —ae— weme Th. 7.8 7.9
Vanilla cookies =ecemcemmcea—ca 7 oz ! 23.8 23.8 CATTOtE memvonswsnamceenwmm— - 1b. 13.0 1441
Meats, poultry, and fish: Lettuce vewmram—nw head 147 13.7
Round steak 1b. 81.3 83.0 Celery === 15, 13.2 13.1
Chuck roast b, 4he2 45,0 Cabbage 1b. 7.9 8,2
Rib roast 1b. 64.6 65,9 Tomatoes 1v. 4242 32,6
Hamburger - 1b. 37.5 37.8 Beans, green ---=e=ee-a- - ———— 1b. 2644 32.8
Veal cutlets 1b. 110.1 112.4 Canned :
Pork chops, center cut ==--e=eeee 1. 67,3 69,2 Orange juice ==mceceweee=48-0z. can| 36,0 35,5
Bacon, sliced 1. 52,8 * 53,9 Peaches =-=-- ——ememceanee #2% can| 34.8 34,9
Ham, whole 1b. 57.1 55.9 Pineapple ==--- ——————— e——=- f2 can{ 33.5 33.4
Lamb, leg 1b. 63,8 (YA Fruit cocktail eeececccacae #303 can| 26,2 26,2
Frankfurters 1b. 51.4 51.3 Corn, cream style ==weema- 4303 can| 17.9 17.8
Luncheon meat, canned =-we--=u= 12 oz. 40.7 40.7 Peas, green =ssececewcemee- #303 can| 21,6 21,6
Frying chickens, ready-toscook == 1b. 50,0 50,3 Tomatoes ==remccocceccacea #303 can| 15,3 15.2
Ocean perch, fillet, frozen =---= . 41.8 41.8 Baby f00d8 ====em-cecee 4% to 8 oz 9.7 9.7
Haddock, fillet, frozen =ewew-==- Ib. 46.0 46.3 Dried:
Salmon, pink, canned ~=-eee-=-e 16 oz. 59.0 58.9 Prunes - . | 35.6 35.5
Tuna fish, canned ------- - 8 to 6 o7. 34.2 34.0 Beans 1b. 16.3 1644
Dairy products: Other foods at home:
Milk, fresh, (grocery) ==eece-a-- qt. 22.1 22,2 Vegetable 8OUp ==we—-=a === 11-0z. can 14.0 14,0
Milk, fresh, (delivered) ---=~--- qt. 23.5 23,6 Beans with pork =ee-eee-- - 16-0z. can| 1446 14.6
Ice cream pt. 28.7 28.8 Pickles, sweet ==v---- ———ne—- 7% oz. 26.9 26,9
Butter 1b. 70.8 70.8 Catsup, tomato ===eccccccacas 14 oz. 22,9 22.7
Cheese, American process -----=-- 1b. 57.1 57.0 Coffee 1b, can 99.4 96,2
Milk, evaporated =-=-ee-e-- 14%-0z. can 13.8 13.8 Tea bags =—c-crercccccccne pkg. of 16 23.2 23.1
Fruits and vegetables: Cola drink, carton =-===- === 36 oz. 32.3 32.3
Frozen: Shortering, hydrogenated --=--- 3 1b. 90.6 88.6
Strawberries --e=cceccccccaaa 10 oz. 30.2 30.2 Margarine, colored «-e-=== eee—== 1b. 28.2 28,0
Orange Juice concentrate ---- 6 oz. 19,8 19.4 Lard 1b. 18,7 18.7
Peas, green --=-emcccccccoc- 10 oz. 21.1 21.0 Salad dressing ~ee=~-ese-ceeeee= pt, 34.7 34.6
Beans, green =-=eecescmccca 10 oz. 2364 23.4 Peanut butter --=wocwo-- —memce=s 1b, 53,6 53.6
Fresh: Sugar 5 1b. 52.4 52.4
Apples 1b. 13.9 13.7 Corn syrup 24 oz. 23,5 23.5
Bananas 1. 16,6 17.2 Grape jelly ===ee=cerce- ceemee 12 oz. 26,2 26.1
Oranges, size 200 =ececaccecn- doz. 49.8 50.1 Chocolate bar =eeecee--- ————— 1 oz. 445 4e5
1 1. 17.8 18.4 Eggs, Grade A, large =-eccce-ca- doz 59,3 59,2
Gelatin, flavored --=-=--= 3 to 4 oz 844 8.5

#* Priced oanly in season.
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BRIEF EXPIANATION OF THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 7

The Consumer Price Index measures the average change in prices of goods and
services customarily purchased by city wage-earner and clerical-worker families. Index
numbers are presented on the base 1947-49 = 100, and show the average increase or de-
crease in prices from the 1947-49 average. For the convenience of users, indexes are
also calculated on the base 1935-39 = 100,

About 300 items are priced for the index to estimate the average change in
prices of a fixed quantity of goods and services from one period to the next., Among
these are all the important items that wage and clerical workers buy, and they are
selected so that their average price change will be representative of the price changes
on all items. Prices are collected in 46 cities which are representative of all cities

in the United States.

Foods, fuels, rents, and a few other items are priced eve.,y month in eacn
city. Prices of most other goods and services are obtained evary month in the 5 largest
cities, every 3 months in 16 other large cities and in 9 medium-sized cities, and every
4 months in 16 small cities. In each city, prices are reported by representative retail
stores and service establishments patronized by wage and clerical worker families.

Indexes are calculated for all cities combined (the U.S. city average) and
for each of the 20 largest cities., No separate index numbers are calculated for the
folloving 26 medium-sized and small cities which are included in the U.S. average:

Anna, Illinois Huntington, W. Virginia Pulaski, Virginia
Camden, Arkansas Laconia, New Hampshire Ravenna, Ohio
Canton, Ohio Lodi, California Ravwlins, Wyoming
Charleston, W. Virginia ILynchburg, Virginia San Jose, California
Evansville, Indiana Madill, Oklahoma Sandpoint, Idaho
Garrett, Indiana Madison, Wisconsin Shawnee, Oklahoma
Glendale, Arizona Middlesboro, Kentucky Shenandoah, Iowa
Grand Forks, N. Dakota Middletown, Connecticut Youngstown, Ohio

Grand Island, Nebraska Newark, Ohio

In the calculation, price changes on individual items are weighted by their
importance in wage-earner and clerical-worker family spending. City data are combined
by weighting with 1950 population data to arrive at the U.S. city average.

Comparison of city indexes shows only that prices in one city changed more or
less than in another. City indexes do not measure differences in price level between
cities.

A detailed description of the index containing lists of items priced, their
weights, cities included, and an explanation of the index calculation, its uses and
limitations, is available in Bureau of ILabor Statistics Bulletin No, 1140 - "The Consumer
Price Index - A Layman's Guid;:' for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, United
States Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Price 20 cents,

A more technical description of the Consumer Price Index is available upon
request to the Bureau of Iabor Statistics, U. S. Department of labor, Washington 25, D. C.

Historical series of index numbers for the U.S. city average and PO individual
large cities are available upon request. These series include index numbers for All Items,
Food, Apparel, and Rent for periods from 1913 to date; and for other groups of goods and
services from 1947 to date,
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