Issued March 26, 1956
U.5. DEFARTMENT OF LABCR

Bureau of Labor Statistics
Washington 25, D. G,

CONSUMER FRICE INDEX FCR FEBRUARY 1956

The Ccnsumer Price Index for United States cities remained
unchanged at 114.6 (1947-49=100) between January and February 1956, according to the
U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. Although prices of most classes
of consumer goods and services rose, the decline of 0.4 percent in food prices was
enough to counterbalance the increases. The February index was 0.3 percent higher than
a year earlier,

FOOD The retail food price index was 108.8, 1.8 percent lower than a

year ago, and down 0.4 percent from its January level. This
marked the fifth consecutive monthly decline, and brought average food prices to their
lowest point since December 1950, The average cost of restaurant meals was urchanged
between January and February.

_The chief factor in the decline in costs of food purchased for
consumption at home was a sharp drop in egg prices. Small decreases were also reported
for beef, frankfurters, fish, and a few individual items in other categories. The
declines were partially offset by advances in prices of pork, poultry, fresh fruits and
vegetables, canned and frozen orange juice, bskery products, and coffee.

The 12.3 percent decrease in egg prices was larger than the usual
seasonal decline from January to February, with prices lower in all 46 cities surveyed.
The decrease in part represents readjustments following the unusual price rise in
December and the less than normal decline from December to January.

Beef prices dropped about 2 percent, reflecting ample supplies,
but prices of pork chops, ham, and poultry rose, Fresh, frozen, and canned fish prices
declined slightly.

Higher prices for apples and bananas led the 1.3 percent increase
for fresh fruits. Costs of frozen and canned orange juice also advanced. Fresh vege-
table prices averaged slightly higher as increases for potatoes (up 5.5 percent) and
green beans (up 4.9 percent), were almost counterbalanced by substantial decreases in
carrots, cabbage, and fresh tomatoes, which dropped 1C.6 percent, 14.6 percent, and 2.6
percent, respectively.

Prices of bakery products advanced 0.4 percent, led by a fairly
general rise averaging 2,3 percent for soda crackers. Coffee prices also rose slightly
in a number of cities.

HOUSING The rise of 0.1 percent in housing costs between January and
February resulted primarily from higher prices for housefurnishings,
as household textiles returned to regular prices after Jamiary sales. Prices of dinner~
ware and aluminum saucepans also advanced in several cities, but these increases were
partially offset by price decreases for living room suites, dinette sets, and vacuum
cleaners as January sales were carried over into February. Residential rents edged up
O.1 percent during the month. Household operation costs corntinued to advance as higher
rates were reported for laundry and dry cleaning services in some cities. The gas and
electricity subgroup was unchanged on the average, but prices of anthracite advanced 1.4
percent ard fuel oil prices rose 0.3 percent,
OTHER CCMMCDITIES Apparel prices rose 0.5 percent during the month, as price
AND SERVICES increases were reported for men's wool suits and cotton socks,
women's rayon dresses and blouses, girls' cotton dresses, and
women's wool and rayon suits. Footwear prices rcsc .7 percent, reflecting increases in
costs of manufacturing shoes,
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Transportation costs were up 0.1 percent cver January, reflecting

nigher prices for gasoline and automobile repair services. Prices of used cars advanced
0.6 percent during the month, while new car prices declined 0.3 percent.

The medical care index rose U.2 percent during the month and
personal care was up 0.3 percent, as prices of men's haircuts were raised in one city
and there were continued increases for toothpaste, face cream, and other toiletries.
Tne rise of 0.2 percert in the reading and recreation component was due primarily to
liigher prices for movies and newspapers in a few cities.,

HOTE: This release marks initiul publication of two new
subgroups cf the Transportation group - Frivate Transporta-
tion and Fublic Transportation. They will be published
regularly for the national index and for each of 20 large
cities. The indexes of private transportation are based on
prices for automotive items - new and used cars, gasoline
and motor oil, automobile rerairs, avtomobile insurance,
tires, and state registration (licerse tag) fees, Public
transportation is represented by fares on streetcars,
subways, and urban buses, as well as coach class railroad
fares, The indexas of public and private transportation
have behaved dissimilarly since World War II; private
transyportation advanced 47.3 percent while the public
transportation index rose 95.4 percent from 1946 to 1955,
Indexes back to 1935 will be evailable in June,
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TABIE 1: Consumer Price Index -- United States city average, all items and commodity groups 3
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates
Indexes (1947-49«100;
February January Decomber February June Year
Group 1956 1956 1955 1955 1950 1939
This Last 2 months Last Pr Pre-World
month month ago year e-Korea War II
All {tems --escocrccciccancmano e——— 114.5 11k4.6 114.7 11k.3 101.8 59.h
Food 1/ - .- 108.8 109.2 109.5 110,58 100.5 k7.1
Food at home 107.1 10745 107.9 109.6 100.5 k7.1
Cereals and bakery products == 124.3 123.9 123.9 123.8 102.7 57.2
Meats, poultry, and fish -=--- 93.6 93.3 9k.6 102.5 106.1 41.6
Dairy products e=eececce- cecon 107.3 107.3 107.7 106.1 9.3 49.8
Fruits and vegetables --w--- -- 113.3 112.5 110.7 110,.7 102.5 k6.3
Other foods at home -~=e- o——ea 109.6 112.8 113,7 112,1 9.1 h8.4
Housing 2/ 120.7 120.5 120.8 119.6 108.9 16.1
Rent ---- 131.5 131.4 131.1 129.7 108.7 86.
Gas and electricity ~-ceee=- ———— 111.7 111.7 111.5 109.9 102.7 104.9
Solid fuels and fuel 0il ~=wwe-- 130.9 129.5 128,0 126,2 107.6 56.4
Housefurnishings -----cececrcccen 102.5 102.9 103.h4 10L4.8 97.4 53.4
Household operation =-=-=we=-me- 121.} 121,2 120.7 17,7 99.6 €8.4
Apparel 10L.5 10L.1 10L.7 103.4 96.5 52.5
Men's and bOys' ~e-cemeceacccoaa 106.5 106.0 106.1 105.6 98.1 (/)
Women's and girls' =eece--cescae 98.3 97.9 99.1 97.7 93.3 (8/)
Footwear 121.3 120.h 119,8 116.6 102.1 (8/)
Other apparel =---s-cesemcccoven 91.0 90.7 91,1 90.6 88.4 (&/)
Transportation 12649 126.8 127.3 127.4 109.9 68.9
Public 170.5 170.3 167.8 163.4 117.9 81.3
Private 117.0 117.9 117.8 18,4 106.6 6545
Medical care m-- 130.9 130.7 130,2 12648 105.4 72,5
Personal cAre -—-=---ee-ce-e —————ae 118,9 118.5 117.9 113.5 99.2 59.6
Reading and recreation --ce-=cea-- 107.5 107.3 106.8 106.4 102.5 63.0
Other goods and services 3/ ----- - 120.9 120,83 120.5 119.8 103.7 70.4
Percent change to February 1956 from:
January i Decenber Febru&y June Yoar
1956 1955 B 1955 1950 1637
All items - - - 0 - 0,1 ! 0.3 12.6 92.9
Food 1/ c——- - 0.l 5 - 1.8 8.3 131.0
Food at home - Wb o7 - 2.3 6.6 127.4
Cereals and bakery products ~~eem-ceccccnco-ua o3 o3 ok 21.0 117.3
Meats, poultiry, and fish o3 - 1.1 ~ 8.7 -11.8 125.0
Dairy products 0 - Wb 1.1 1643 115.5
Fruits and vegetables 6 2.3 2.3 10,5 1bh.7
Other foods at home - 2.8 = 3.6 - 2,2 1645 12544
Housing 2/ ol - o9 15.1 S8eH
Rent ol 3 1.k 21.0 S1.8
Gas and electricity - ———— 0 o2 1.5 8.8 545
Solid fuels and fuel oil ol 1.6 3.0 20,8 130.5
Housefurnishings o5 - .9 - 242 Se2 919
Household operstion =-=--- o2 b 3.). 21.% 7745
Apparel o5 - Wl 1.2 8ol 99e2
Men's and boys’ o5 ol o9 8.6 (%/}
Women's and girls’ ol - W8 of Sk (LN
Footwear o7 1.3 Lo 18,8 (L/}
Other apparel o3 - .l . 249 (E/}
Transportetion ~--=-a- ol - .2 - Wl 15.5 BLe?
Public =---emecceecscmccnan - ol 1.6 k.3 Lli.6 10547
frivate =eme-w cmrecmsm—— X ¢ - o7 - 1.2 9.8 78,6
Medical care =--~- - o2 o5 2.2 24,2 80,3
Personal care - - o3 o8 LeB 19.9 99,5
Reading and recreation o2 o7 1.0 heS 7046
Other goods and services 3/ ol o2 o9 16.6 712

1/ Includes restaurant meals not shown separately.

'2-/ Includes home purchase and other home-owner costs not shown separately.

3/ Includes tobacco, alcoholic beverages, and "miscellanecus services™(such as
legal services, banking fees, burial services, etc.).

3/ Not available.
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TABLE 2;

U.8. city average and 20 large cities

Consumer Price Index -- All items indexes for selected dates

(1947-49.4100] [1935-39109]
City
February Jarmary Febtruary June Year Fetruary
1956 1956 1955 1950 1939 1956 1/
United States city average ---ecocecer-c-a. 11kL.6 11he6 114.3 101.8 59.k 191.6 k
Cities priced monthly:
Chicago 118.3 118.1 117.1 102.8 58.6 201.5
Detroit 116.h 11643 11643 102.8 59.0 196.5
Los Angeles 115.8 116.0 11ke7 101.3 60. 4 193,5
New York 112.). 112.1 112.5 100.9 60.1 185.5
Philadelphis 14,7 11}i.6 115.7 101.6 59.2 190.9
February Noverber February May Febr
Citi iced i ebruary
Koty Hovenber. g}"“‘"’y' Yay, 1956 1955 1955 1950 Tear 1939 1956
Cleveland 115.7 11662 11L.9 100.L 5942 197.2
Houston 116.6 116.7 115.7 103.5 59.5 197.h
Scranton 111.1 110.9 111.7 100,2 5845 18L.6
Seaitle 116.2 117.4 116.3 102.0 5942 198.6
Washington, D.C. 113.k 113.7 113.2 101.6 6.4 18642
January October January April January
Cities priced in January, April Year 1939
“uly, October 2/ ’ ’ 1956 1955 1955 1950 1956
Boston 11L.6 11k.5 113.C 101.2 61,0 18L.5
Kansas City 115,85 116.2 115.3 101.4 61.7 186.0
Minneapolis 116.1 116.4 11645 2/102.1 60.7 192.3
Pittsburgh 113.6 113.8 113.8 99.9 g8.1 193.1
Portland, Oregon 116.3 116.2 11kh.6 101.% 58.3 202,k
December September December June December
Cities priced in March, June Year 1939
September, December 2/ ’ ’ 1955 1955 1954 1950 1955
Atlanta 117.1 117.2 115.7 L/101.3 5843 19846
Baltimore 115,.8 115.5 114.8 101.6 5749 199.1
Cincinnati 114.2 113.7 113.3 101.2 58k 192.3
Ste. Louis 116.1 116.5 115.4 101.1 59.3 193.8
San Francisco 115.9 115.6 115.7 100.9 58.6 198.1
y These are the same indexes shown in column 1, converted to a base of 1935-39:-100,
g/ Poods, fuels, rents, and a few other items priced monthly; other commodities apd se-sices
priced quarterly.
i/ June 1950; formerly priced March, June, September, December.
%/ May 19505 formerly priced February, May, August, November.
TABIE 3: Consumer Price Index -- Percent changes from January 1956 to February 1956
U.B. city average and five cities priced monthly
All items and commodity groups
Reading Other
All Trans- Medical | Personal and goods &
City items Food Housing Apparel portation care care recreation| services
United States city average --- o] - Ok 0.1 0.5 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.1
Chicago 042 o3 2 - W1 2 ol ol o3 (o]
Detroit ol - 2 03 Oh - o2 ol .3 - ol ol
Los Angeles ==cewcmnmcececea| o G2 - 1 - ol 5 - W6 0 5 - 1.5 = .l
Nev York 0 - o5 o1 o9 o7 - W1 o] 0 o]
Philadelphia =-memmeececm-=n A |- a2 .2 .8 - ol - .2 .1 0
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TABIE 4: Consumer Price Index -- All items and commodity groups 5
February 1956 indexes and percent changes, November 1955 to February 1956
U.S. city average and 10 cities priced in February 1956

U.s.
Group City Cleve~- Los New Phila- ashing-
Average |Chicago| land |Detroit Houston |Angeles| York [delphia $cranton{Seattle [ton, DeC.
Indexes {1947-492100)
All items 114.6 | 118.3 1157 | 1164k 116.6 | 115.8 | 112,1 1147 | 1111 | 11642 113.4
Food - 108,8 | 106.8 10646 | 110.4 10647 | 111.4 | 10846 110,3 | 105.4 | 110.2 109.9
Food at home 107.1 | 10L.7 104k | 10846 10543 | 108.2 | 10646 10847 | 10LeS | 109.0 107.8
Cereals and bakery products -- | 1243 | 118.9 119.3 | 119.,6 117.4 | 128.2 | 129.0 12345 | 119.5 | 131.5 121,.8
Meats, poultry, and fish ----- 93.6 | 87.6 91.1 | 9149 89.6 | 9ke7 9643 96.0 | 91.2 93.5 93.0
Dairy products =--eeeceecmc-a- 107.3 | 107.6 10242 | 10448 109.7 | 102.8 | 10L.5 110,1 | 107.7 | 111.1 113.1
Fruits and vegetables 113.3 | 112.6 107.8 | 12L.8 113.4 | 115.8 | 108,k 11640 | 107.9 | 119.8 113.6
Other foods at home --ce-wowe- 1094 | 116.C 113,0 | 111,6 10849 | 11047 | 10947 10845 | 10643 | 10646 109.1
Housing 120.7 | 131.2 122.5 | 12247 12542 | 12642 | 11647 11he1 | 11644 | 12143 115.5
Rent 131,5 | == 1473 | == 138,0 | - -~ 1173 | ~-- 138.3 -

Gas and electricity ==-=--m---a-e 111.7 § 113.8 109.) | 11kek 10648 | 116.,2 | 110,1 101.8 | 119.1 88.8 12341
S011d fuels and fuel 0il =-=-wa- 130,0 | 13ke8 | 129.4 | 123.8 - - 135.8 | 129.1 | 13L.0 |131.8 | 138.%
Housefurnishings «---ece-eceece-- 102.5 | 10l.k 10161 | 10745 1007 | 10148 | 10242 10542 9745 | 10146 9.4
Household operation =-=-ee=e=ce= 1214 | 12647 | 11kl | 115,0 | 12848 | 12Le7 |120.8 | 117+2 | 109.5 | 116.0 | 123.9
Apperel 10ke6 | 107,9 105.0 | 102,0 1069 | 1047 |103.8 1037 | 10642 | 10642 102.6
Men's and bOYs' =eew--eccrceceao 106.5 | 112,8 10840 | 10942 105.6 | 10844 | 10645 10345 | 108.4 |109.5 105.6
Women's and girll' """"""""" 9803 9942 9706 9108 10003 9703 9605 10062 99.9 9900 9507
Footwear 121,3 | 12L.8 121,0 | 117.0 131.8 | 122.8 |121,1 115.4 | 12h.2 |125.0 120.1
Other apparel """""""""""" 91,0 9'408 9301 8702 9006 8302 9309 91.2 91.1 8603 91.0
Transportation 126.9 | 131,1 12243 [ 12k.3 125, | 12ke6 |131.3 135.3 | 128,6 | 12L.8 130.h
Public 170.5 16543 16holl 111207 161.7 15008 18647 186.0 18903 17508 153,3
Private 117.,0 | 11640 11345 | 12046 120,0 | 120,3 {111.5 11ke6 | 11ke6 [113.3 123.9
Medical care 13049 | 135.1 138.3 [137.5 127.7 | 126.4 |126.6 136.1 | 12048 |135.0 122.8
Personal care 118.9 | 122.4 122,8 |127.6 128,5 | 11944 [11l.k 12542 | 121.9 |119.3 117.5
Reading and recreation ~==eve-ce=- 107.5 | 115.3 115.h 10849 112.1 95.0 | 10L4e7 113.4 | 120.,5 |11C.h 106.8
Other goods and services ===eweve- 120,9 : 117.5 120,0 |12L.0 12243 | 116.1 [121,0 125.2 | 116.,6 |128.1 12949

<]

Percent change from November 1955 to February 1956

All items - D3 - 0.7 - 0.4 {- 0.3 = 0.1 - Ook - 0L = 0e3 0.2 - 1,0 = 03
Food - 09 - 09 - 07 - 103 - 103 0 - 102 - 100 - 06 - 06 0
Food at home - 1,0 - 101 - 1.1 |- 106 - 105 - ol - 107 - 103 - 06 - .e 0
Cereals and bakery products -- 3 | = ol o2 ob - 3 o2 o2 b b 342 ol
Meats, ponltry, and fish «ewe= - 3-6 - h06 - 2.6 |- h-3 - 507 - 3.0 - 3.2 - 2.6 - 342 = 640 - 1.3
Dairy products =-e-cececacec=s - .5 2.0 - 242 |= W7 0 |= -0l |=246 - 2.k 2 1,1 o3
Fruits and vegetables ----e-u- 3.9 3.3 Lok 2.2 2.3 3.7 kel Sel 749 5e9 745
Other foods at home -----eec-e- = 301 | =28 | =360 J= 3k [ =142 |- ol [=Led | - LS |- Lok |- 3.2 | - 3.9
!0\1.1!1‘ - 2 - oe - 6= & 06 - 5 2 o] .3 - 05 - oe
Rent 05 - y109 - y 3 - - l/ o7 - y oh -
Gas and electricity ==e-cecemce. o2 362 0 2 ol o] o3 [o] 0 0 o3
Solid fuels and fuel oil 2.6 247 2.6 249 - - Te3 Se7 1.k 0 heO
!onsefnrnishlngs - 109 - 600 - 03 - 07 - 105 - 247 - 203 - . - 1.2 - 2.1 - 1.2
Household operation ==scesmacccaa o7 2.1 o] o9 8 |- o3 1.1 0 |- o2 o5 8
Apparel = ol |= .8 ) ol 2 o5 - o - 2.2 5 |- 8 o5
Men's and boys' =-=ecemccaceeea- 5 ol 3 1.8 2.9 5 N o3 6 o2 o5
Women's and girls' -eeccececceaa- = 10 | = 2,0 o3 |- 13 - 142 o3 = 1.9 - 5.0 ol = 242 .1
Footwear 1.8 2 1.9 203 08 loh 2oh 241 1.0 .8 1.9
Other lpplr‘l ---------------- 0 - Oh 03 03 0 06 - 03 - 103 ol - 1,1 06
Tnmportl.tion - 1.2 - 107 - 107 - 05 - 06 = 240 2 - 01 2.1 - 309 - 08
Public 1.6 0 0 0 0 0 Les 6.5 0 0 0
Private - 108 - 2.1 - 241 |- 06 - 07 - 20!1 - 142 - 2.1 20)4 - h.'i - <9
Medical care oe 09 ol 01 2 105 ol oh 01 - 3.0 2
Personal care 1.2 oh 1.0 9 2 1.0 oh 700 2 oh 08
Reading and recreation -eeeecececcene o7 o6 5 ol 1.8 [=-1.3 o3 Tk |- o2 o5 9
Other goods and services ==eeweew= 2 |= ol ol 0 0 j= &1 = .1 2 2 |- &2 - .2

1/ Change from August 1955 to February 1956.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



TABIE 5:

Consumer Price Index ~- Food and its subgroup

s
Pebruary 1956 indexss and psrcent changes, January 1956 to February 1956

6 U.S. city average and 20 large cities
[1947-k94100
Total Cereals and Meats, poultry, Dairy Fruits and Qther
City Total food food at home bakery products and fish products vegetables foods at home
Undex | Froond | tnex | \Soent] tndex | TSRCeRt) tndex | TRTCSRY Index |TSRCent | ndex |BSrCent| pndex |Percent
U.8. city average =--- {108,8 |- Oh [107.1 F O.i |12k.3 0e3 | 93.6 0e3 | 107.3 0 |113.3 0e6 | 10946 |- 2.8
Atlanta eecemmec-a-== [107.9 = o3 [105.9 .3 {118.8 81 9642 1 1.l |108.7 {~ 0.1 |[113.9 3 | 102, |- 2.9
Baltimore —ee-emmee= 109.9 |- os 10742 P+ o6 121.3 ol 95.0 o2 108.9 ol 111.!& - 1,0 109." - 242
Boston =vecccececccaces 107.6 [~ 07 10!&08 = 09 121.9 ~ o2 92.5 - loh 10809 ] 108.2 1.5 103.2 - 3.!&
Chicngo —— 106.8 03 10!‘07 03 118.9 (o] 8706 07 107.6 0 11206 3.7 116.0 - 2.0
Cincinnati «weeeeeae- (1095 |~ o7 1077 F o8 123.8 0 93.9 9 110.7 ol 110,2 |~ 2.3 11L.7 |- 2.8
Cleveland =-eevorames [106.6 = o5 [10Leli P o9 [119.3 o3 | 91.1 2 | 102.2 [~ 2,7 |107.8 o7 | 113,0 |- 2.k
Detroit ~ereccccnceaa 1100'1 > o2 10806 od 02 11905 . 9109 oll 10!‘.8 - 03 12".8 1.0 111.6 - 2,0
Houston ==eecwca- onooo 106.7 - 03 10503 ul 02 117.15 - 02 89.6 08 10907 - 2 113." oh 108.9 - 1.9
Kansas City =-eceeeces [10he7 = o2 [102.7 = o2 |120.5 2 | 88,7 2.1 | 107.5 0 [107.3 |= 49 |102.8 |- 2.4
Los Angeles —==--. eeme (1114 = o1 [108.2 F L1 {128.2 o2 | 9ha7 1 |102,8 o1 |115.8 1e3 | 11047 [- 1.8
Minneapolis -veee- e 11162 0 |110.4 0 }125.9 ol | 92,2 1.2 | 111,.2 5 [122.8 1,5 [118.2 |- 3,0
New !ork - o n 108.6 = .5 10606 ™ 07 129.0 02 9603 - 03 lohos - 01 loeoh o9 10907 - 303
Phihdelphil —emmenes 11003 - o2 108.7 o 03 123.5 03 96.0 1.1 110.1 0 116.0 09 108.5 - 305
Pittsburgh ~vece-e-es {109.2 P o2 (1080 } .3 {125.3 3 | 91.h «9 1110.0 5 1110,1 o2 | 11847 i~ 2.6
Portland, Oreg, =---- (110,2 0 |108.,8 + L1 (125.1 oL | 9346 «2 {108.9 o3 |117.0 1.4 {111} |- 1.8
8t. Louis mwcvcvcenns 109.7 I~ 05 10703 ™ os 11902 03 91." 09 loooh - 05 120.6 - o7 11805 - 2.2
San Francisco eesc=ee- (111,7 = 5 [110s3 b+ 6 {130.5 |- o2 {100,7 o6 | 105.7 ¢3 {120.1 8 |107.0 |- L0
Scranton s«eecrncavea 105.‘! ™~ 08 10"05 o 08 119.5 o2 91.2 oh 107.7 0 107.9 - 2 106.3 - 3.9
Seattle cecccccwecees (110,2 = 05 109.0 05 131.5 3.1 93.5 - O!‘ 111.1 03 119.8 o!& 106.6 - 3.7
wuh:lngton, DoCe ==== |109.9 05 107.8 o5 121.8 o2 93,0 los 113.1 o} 113.6 - o9 109.1 |- 30'4
TABIE 6: Consumer Price Index -- Aversge retail prices of selected foods
U.5. city average
February January R Fsbruary January
Food and unit 1956 1956 Food and unit 1956 1956
Cereals and bakery products: Cents Cents Frech— C~ntirusd Cents Cents
Plour, wheat =--cececeeee- ecm=-= 5 Ib. 53,0 63,0 b Grapefrult # eeccrecnccnmeaao each 9.5 ! 9.8
Biscuit mix =rec-ccmeccccvcaaca 20 oz. 2649 2649 Peaches * 1. :
Corn meal 1b. 12.5 12.5 Strawberries # wceeeccemacceans pt. !
Rice h. 17.2 17.2 Grapes, neediess * wmmccmmamans it .
Rolled oats 20 oz 19.2 19,2 Watetmelons % eccecwevcacacnccona b,
Corn flakes 12 oz. 21,3 21.9 POtatocs cemeremcecccaneaoon th. She8 51,9
Bread, vhite 1h. 17.6 17.5 Sweetpol LoesE s en. <o i 11.8 11,8
Soda crackers ib, 27+% 26.9 T Te9 8.2
Vanilla cookies =rmececcacme—ae 7 oz, 23.8 23.6 Carraty = - ! 1h.1 i 15.8
Meats, poultry, and fish: Let head | 13.7 ] 13.6
Round steak 1o, 83.0 8449 Celery ™ 13,1 13.1
Chuck roast Ib. L5.0 L6k Catbpge =m=cccccrmcmmmoacnmnax 1b. 8.2 9.5
Rib roast 1b. 6549 67.2 Tomatoes == 1. 32.6 33.5
Hamburger 1b. 3748 38.5 Beans, green =-e=mescmcomocce-- 1. 32,8 31.3
Veal cutlets 1b. 112.4 110.5 Canned :
Pork chops, center cut =---=----- 1b. 69.2 6.8 Orange Juice =esmeecccaua 16-0z. can 35.5 : 35.0
Bacon, sliced 1b. 53,9 sh.h Peaches e=-memmmeccocccccnn 424 can 34.9 : 34.9
Ham, whole ib. 559 555 Pineapple ==wemcevec-caec~- ie cad 33.4 ! 33.4
Lamb, leg 1b. 6Ll 61 Fruit cocktail =-ccecace-- #303 can 2642 ‘ 264k
Frankfurters 1b. 51,3 51,9 Corn, cream style =ee-we-- 4309 can 17.8 i 17.8
Luncheon meat, canned -—--=c-=-- 12 o7, U407 hl.1 Feas, green =esesec-c-cee-- #4038 can 21.6 215
Frying chickens, ready-to~cook =-- 1Ib. 50.3 L9.5 TORALO®S «mm-mwecoscocmacne #403 can 15,2 : 15.1
Ocean perch, fillet, frozen ----- 1b. hl1.8 L1.9 Baby £00ds ~=ew=mmcoe-= 3 10 5 oz 9e7 3 946
Haddock, fillet, frozen =~e=ceve- 1b. Lée3 Lb.1 Dried: :
Salmon, pink, canned =~eeee-eee 16 oz. 5849 5849 Prunes --------ese-eco—a- Th. 35.5 35.1
Tuna fish, canned ==eewe=- 8 to 8 oz. 3.0 3ke3 Beans =e-eee-== emmeememsmaa—a H 16.4 16.6
Dairy products: Other fcods at home:
Milk, fresh, (grocery) =eeewe-e-- qt. 2242 22,2 Vegetable SOUP mwwe-=-m-ew li-az. can 1L.0 1,1
Milk, fresh, (delivered) -------- qt. 23.6 23,7 Beans with pork ==--=e=--- 18-0z. can 1L.6 1he5
Ice cream pt. 28.8 28,7 Pickles, sweet =w=--o mmmmm——e TE ooz, 2649 27,0
Butter Tb. 70.8 7049 Cateup, tOMBLO wmeremmeweewen 14 sz, 2247 2247
Cheese, American process =------- 1b. 5740 5740 Coffee 1b. can 9642 95.8
Milk, evaporated =e=e=cec-- 14%-0z. can 13.8 13,8 Tea bags =-----e-cmccnonew phg. of 16 23.1 23.7
Fruits and vegetables: Cola drink, carton =--«eceec-- 36 oz, 32.3 32,2
Frozen: Shortening, hydrogenated «ee==~ 3 1b. 88.6 88.5
Stravberrieg =ee=ceecerscccae 10 oz. 3042 30.4 Margarine, colored -e----- wm———- 1b. 28,0 28,0
Orange juice concentrate === 6 oz. 19.4 18,9 Lard 1b. 18,7 18,7
Peas, green =e=emeeem=eme=== 10 oz. 21.0 21.2 Salad dressing --wesmmmmmcecc-ca- pt. 3keb 3Leb
Beans, green =-=eeeccereccecc-s 10 oz. 234k 23.5 Peanut butter ---eccccomeeo- ==== 1b. 5346 53.9
Fresh: Sugar 5 1b. 524k 52k
Apples 1b. 13,7 13,3 Corn syrup 24 oz. 23.5 23.6
Bananas 1b, 17.2 16,8 Grape jelly ---wes-o-sommcaceoe 12 oz, 2641 26,0
Oranges, size 200 =cemmoccomuaa doz. 50,1 49.8 Chocolate bAr --w----- e m——— 1 0z LeS Le5
Lemons 10. 18.h 19.5 Eggs, Grade A, large == doz 5942 6745
Gelatin, flavored =-e--e- - 3 t04 oz 8.5 845

* Priced only in season.
NOTE:

a description of the revision.
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revision in weights for chain and independent stores.

Prices for January 1956 and subsequent dates are not comparable with prices previously published because of a
See "Retail Food Prices by Cities, February 1956," for



BRIEF EXPIANATION OF THE CONSUMER FRICE INDEX 7

The Consumer Price Index measures the average change in prices of goods and
services customarily purchased by city wage-earner and clerical-worker families, Index
numbers are presented on the base 1947-49 = 100, and show the average increase or de-
crease in prices from the 1947-49 average. For the convenience of users, indexes are
also calculated on the base 1935-39 = 100,

About 300 items are priced for the index to estimate the average change in
prices of a fixed quantity of goods and services from one period to the next. Among
these are all the important items that wage and clerical workers buy, and they are
selected so that their average price change will be representative of the price changes
on all items. Prices are collected in 46 cities which are representative of all cities

in the United States.

Foods, fuels, rents, and a few other items are priced every month in eacn
city. Prices of most other goods and services are obtained every month in the 5 largest
cities, every 3 months in 16 other large cities and in 9 medium-sized cities, and every
4 months in 16 small cities. In each city, prices are reported by representative retail
stores and service establishments patronized by wage and clerical worker families.

Indexes are calculated for all cities combined (the U.S. city average) and
for each of the 20 largest cities, No separate index numbers are calculated for the
following 26 medium-sized and small cities which are included in the U.S. average:

Anna, Illinois Buntington, W, Virginia Pulaski, Virginia
Camden, Arkansas laconia, New Hampshire Ravenna, Ohio
Canton, Ohio Lodi, California Rawlins, Wyoming
Charleston, W. Virginia Lynchburg, Virginia San Jose, California
Evansville, Indiana Madill, Oklahoma Sandpoint, Idaho
Garrett, Indiana Madison, Wisconsin Shawnee, Oklahoma
Glendale, Arizona Middlesboro, Kentucky Shenandoah, Iowa
Grand Forks, N. Dakota Middletown, Connecticut Youngstown, Ohio

Grand Island, Nebraska  Newark, Ohio

In the calculation, price changes on individual items are weighted by their
importance in wage-earner and clerical-worker family spending. City data are combined
by weighting with 1950 population data to arrive at the U.S. city average.

Comparison of city indexes shows only that prices in one city changed more or
less than in another. City indexes do not measure differences in price level betwaen
cities.

A detailed description of the index containing lists of items priced, their
weights, cities included, and an explanation of the index calculation, its uses and
limitations, is available in Bureau of Labor Statistics Bulletin No, 1140 - "The Consumer
Price Index - A layman's Guide,” for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, United
States Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Price 20 cents,

A more technical description of the Consumer Price Index is available upon
request to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. 5, Department of Labor, Washington 25, D. C.

Historical series of index numbers for the U.S. city average and £0 individual
large cities are available upon request. These series include index numbers for All Items,
Food, Apparel, and Rent for periods from 1913 to date; and for other groups of goods and
services from 1947 to date,
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