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CONSUMER INCOMES IN THE UNITED STATES

C O N T E N T S

Part I. Incomes of All Consumers

- T h e  S c o p e  a n d  S ig n if ic a n c e  o f  t h e  S tu d y

P re v io u s  E s t im a te s  o f  In c o m e  D is t r ib u t io n  

H o w  t h e  P r e s e n t  E s t im a te s  W e re  M a d e  

T h e  L im i ta t io n s  o f  t h e  E s t im a te s  

In c o m e  D is t r ib u t io n  o n  a  N a t io n a l  B a s is  

F a m ily  In c o m e s  

In c o m e s  o f  S in g le  I n d iv id u a ls  

In c o m e s  o f  A ll C o n s u m e rs

T h e  T h r e e  T h i r d s  o f  th e  N a t io n  

T h e  L o w e r  T h ir d  

T h e  M id d le  T h ir d  

T h e  U p p e r  T h ir d  

V a r ia t io n s  in  R e a l  In c o m e s  

Part II. Incomes of Various Consumer Groups 

Sect ion  1. Incomes of  Fa mil ies
T h e  B a s is  o f  t h e  F a m ily  E s t im a te s  

T h e  S a m p le  D a t a
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A g g re g a te  a n d  A v e ra g e  In c o m e s  

R e l ia b i l i ty  o f  th e  E s t im a te s  
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In c o m e s  o f  F a m il ie s  o f D if f e re n t  S izes 

R e g io n a l  D if fe re n c e s  in  F a m ily  In c o m e s  

R u r a l - U r b a n  D if fe re n c e s  in  F a m ily  In c o m e s  
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Sect ion  2. Incomes of  Sing l e Individua l s  

Sect ion  3. Incomes of  Inst it ut iona l  Resident s  

^  Part III. Comparison with Other Income Studies 
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D is t r ib u t io n  o f s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  o f a g g re g a te  in c o m e  re c e iv e d , b y  

in c o m e  le v e l,  1 93 5 -3 6

A v e ra g e  a n d  a g g re g a te  in c o m e s  o f in s t i tu t io n a l  r e s id e n ts  in  se v e n  ty p e s  o f 

i n s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p , 1 93 5 -3 6



PART I

INCOM ES OF A LL CONSUM ERS

T
H E  g r e a t  s t r e a m  o f n a t io n a l  in c o m e  flow s c o n ­

t in u a l ly  th r o u g h  th e  h a n d s  o f  m il lio n s  o f  A m e r ic a n  

c o n su m e rs . T o  so m e  th e  in flo w  c o m e s  d a y  b y  

d a y , s o m e tim e s  s te a d i ly ,  o f te n  in t e r r u p te d  b y  p e r io d s  

o f  e c o n o m ic  d ro u g h t .  T o  so m e  i t  c o m e s  in  w e e k ly  o r  

m o n th ly  p a y  c h e c k s , r e g u la r ly  in  g o o d  y e a r s ,  b u t  in  

t im e s  o f d e p re s s io n  c h o k e d  off b y  u n e m p lo y m e n t.  

O th e rs ,  l ik e  t h e  f a rm e r ,  d e p e n d  u p o n  th e  in c o m e  o f  o n e  

se a s o n  to  se e  th e m  th r o u g h  t h e  y e a r .  A n d  f in a lly  th e r e  

a r e  th o s e  to  w h o m  th e  c h a n n e ls  o f  in c o m e  o p e n  a t  

in te r v a l s  fo r  t h e  flow  o f d o lla r s  f ro m  p ro f i ts  a n d  

d iv id e n d s ,  in te r e s t ,  a n d  r e n t .

T h e  m o n e y  in c o m e  th u s  re c e iv e d  p o u rs  o u t  a g a in  in  

e x c h a n g e  fo r  fo o d , fo r  h o u s in g , fo r  c lo th e s  a n d  r e c r e a ­

t io n ,  fo r  a l l  t h e  g o o d s  a n d  se rv ic e s  t h a t  c o n s t i tu te  th e  

r e a l  in c o m e  o f t h e  A m e r ic a n  p e o p le .

T h e  a m o u n t  c o n s u m e rs  h a v e  to  s p e n d  a n d  w h a t  th e i r  

in c o m e s  p u r c h a s e  a r e  m e a s u re s  o f  t h e  e ffe c tiv e n e ss  w ith  

w h ic h  w e  u se  o u r  p r o d u c t iv e  re so u rc e s . T h e  v o lu m e  

a n d  th e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  th i s  p u rc h a s in g  p o w e r,  in  t u r n ,  

p la y  a n  im p o r ta n t  ro le  in  g u id in g  o u r  f u r th e r  u s e  o f 

th e s e  re so u rc e s— in  d e te rm in in g  w h a t  g o o d s  a n d  se rv ic e s  

a r e  p r o d u c e d  a n d  in  w h a t  q u a n t i t y ,  w h ic h  w o rk e rs  a re  

e m p lo y e d  a n d  h o w  fu l ly ,  w h ic h  c o m m u n it ie s  h a v e  th e  

t a x  fa c il i t ie s  to  m a in ta in  t h e i r  sc h o o ls  a n d  ro a d s .

S in c e  t h e  s t r e a m  o f in c o m e  p la y s  so  im p o r ta n t  a  

p a r t  in  t h e  n a t io n a l  e c o n o m y , i t  is  im p e r a t iv e  t h a t  w e 

a d d  to  o u r  p r e s e n t  m e a g e r  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  c h a n n e ls  

th r o u g h  w h ic h  i t  p a s se s . T h o s e  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  

l iv in g  s t a n d a r d s  o f  th e  p e o p le  n e e d  m o re  a c c u ra te  

in f o r m a tio n  o n  t h e  e x te n t  to  w h ic h  s h o r ta g e  o f  in c o m e  

b r in g s  p o v e r ty  d a m a g in g  to  h e a l th  a n d  h a p p in e s s . 

L a w -m a k in g  b o d ie s  s t r iv in g  to  a p p o r t io n  ta x e s  e q u i ­

t a b ly  a n d  w i th o u t  d a m a g e  to  th e  p ro c e ss e s  o f  in d u s t r y  

n e e d  to  k n o w  w h a t  w ill sw e ll o r  d e p le te  th e  s t r e a m . 

B u s in e s s  m e n  r e q u ir e  m o re  a b u n d a n t  a n d  re l ia b le  d a t a  

o n  t h e  p ro b a b le  d e m a n d  fo r  th e i r  p r o d u c ts  in  o rd e r  to  

s t im u la te  a n d  m e e t  t h a t  d e m a n d . A n y  a t t e m p t  o n  

th e  p a r t  o f  G o v e rn m e n t  o r  b u s in e s s  to  g ra p p le  w ith  

b a s ic  e c o n o m ic  p ro b le m s  m u s t  r e ly  h e a v i ly  o n  w h a t  

c a n  b e  le a rn e d  o f  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  in c o m e  a m o n g  

th e  v a r io u s  g ro u p s  o f th e  N a t io n ’s c o n su m e rs .

T h e  S c o p e  a n d  S ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  S tu d y

T h is  r e p o r t  o n  c o n s u m e r  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  in  th e  

U n i te d  S ta te s  is  a  m u c h -n e e d e d  a d d i t io n  to  t h e  s c a n ty  

in f o r m a tio n  p re v io u s ly  a t  o u r  d isp o sa l. A lth o u g h  th e  

d a t a  c o v e r  o n ly  a  s in g le  y e a r ,  t h e y  g iv e  t h e  m o s t  c o m ­

p le te  p ic tu r e  e v e r  p re s e n te d  o f th e  d iv is io n  o f th e  

n a t io n a l  in c o m e  a m o n g  th e  A m e r ic a n  p e o p le .

T h e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f t h e  e s t im a te s  w a s  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  

th e  I n d u s t r i a l  S e c t io n  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  R e s o u rc e s  C o m ­

m i t te e  a s  p a r t  o f  a  la r g e r  s t u d y  o f  t h e  N a t io n ’s  c o n ­

s u m p t io n  d e m a n d s  in  r e la t io n  to  i t s  p r o d u c t iv e  c a ­

p a c i t ie s . W h ile  p r im a r i ly  d e s ig n e d  fo r  u s e  in  b u i ld in g  

u p  n a t io n a l  e s t im a te s  o f  c o n s u m e r  e x p e n d i tu re s ,  th e s e  

f ig u re s  o n  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  a r e  c o n s id e re d  o f  su ffi ­

c ie n t  in t e r e s t  in  th e m s e lv e s  to  ju s t i f y  s e p a r a te  

p re s e n ta t io n .

T h e  s tu d y  c o v e rs  th e  1 2 -m o n th  p e r io d  f ro m  J u ly  1935 

th r o u g h  J u n e  1936. I t  sh o w s  e s t im a te s  o f  t h e  in c o m e s  

re c e iv e d  b y  a ll o f  t h e  N a t io n ’s in c o m e -s p e n d in g  u n i t s —  

b y  t h e  29  m illio n  fa m ilie s  o f  2  o r  m o re  p e r s o n s , b y  t h e  

10 m illio n  “ s in g le ”  in d iv id u a ls  l iv in g  a lo n e  o r  a s  lo d g e rs , 

a n d  b y  t h e  2 m illio n  p e rs o n s  l iv in g  in  i n s t i tu t io n s  a n d  

in  q u a s i - in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p s . F o r  fa m ily  in c o m e s , th is  

b ro a d  n a t io n a l  p ic tu r e  is  t r a c e d  in  m o re  d e ta i l  to  sh o w  

th e  flo w  o f th e  in c o m e  s t r e a m  to  fa rm s , v illa g e s ,  a n d  

c itie s ,  to  d if fe re n t  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s ,  to  d if fe re n t  o c c u ­

p a t io n a l  g ro u p s ,  to  fa m il ie s  o f  d if fe re n t  s ize , a n d — in  

th e  S o u th  a n d  in  N o r th e r n  c itie s— to  th e  w h i te  a n d  

N e g ro  p o p u la t io n .

Previous Estimates of Income Distribution

T h e s e  e s t im a te s  o f  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  1 9 3 5 -3 6  

a r e  t h e  f i r s t  to  a p p e a r  s in c e  t h e  B ro o k in g s  I n s t i t u t i o n  

e s t im a te s  fo r  th e  y e a r  1929 , p u b l is h e d  in  A m e r ic a ’s  

C a p a c i ty  to  C o n s u m e .1 P re v io u s  to  t h a t  r e p o r t ,  v e r y  

fe w  a t t e m p ts  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  to  m e a s u re  t h e  d iv is io n  o f  

n a t io n a l  in c o m e  b y  in c o m e  c la ss e s , a n d  o n ly  o n e  s tu d y  1 2 

h a d  a p p e a re d  in  p u b l is h e d  fo rm — t h a t  o f  th e  N a t io n a l

1 L e v e n , M a u r ic e , M o u lt o n , H a r o ld  G ., a n d  W a rb u rto n , C la rk , A m e r i c a ' s  C a p a c i t y  

t o  C o n s u m e , t h e  B r o o k in g s  I n s t i tu t io n , W a sh in g to n , D .  C . ,  1934.

2 P r e p a r ed  b y  F r e d er ic k  R . M a c a u la y  a n d  p u b lish e d  in  I n c o m e  i n  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  

I t s  A m o u n t  a n d  D i s t r i b u t i o n ,  1 9 0 9 - 1 9 1 9 ,  v o ls . I  a n d  I I ,  N a t io n a l  B u r e a u  o f E c o n o m ic  

R e sea r ch , N e w  Y o r k , 1921 a n d  1922.
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2 N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

B u r e a u  o f  E c o n o m ic  R e s e a rc h , g iv in g  e s t im a te s  fo r  

t h e  y e a r  1918 .3

T h e  la c k  o f  a t t e n t i o n  g iv e n  to  th i s  im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t  

o f  t h e  n a t io n a l  e c o n o m y  c a n  b e  a c c o u n te d  fo r ,  in  la rg e  

p a r t ,  b y  th e  p a u c i ty  o f  d a t a  a v a i la b le  fo r  p re p a r in g  

s u c h  e s t im a te s .  I n  b o th  th e  1918 a n d  th e  1929 s tu d ie s ,  

i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  r e ly  p r im a r i ly  o n  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  e a rn in g s  

o f  in d iv id u a l  w o rk e rs , s u p p le m e n te d  fo r  t h e  h ig h e r  in ­

c o m e  b r a c k e ts  b y  d a t a  f r o m  F e d e r a l  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s .  

I n  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  B u r e a u ,  n o  a t t e m p t  w a s  

m a d e  to  a d ju s t  th e  f ig u re s  to  a  fa m ily  in c o m e  b a s is ,  o r  to  

p r e s e n t  m o re  t h a n  a  s in g le  n a t io n a l  c u rv e  o f  in c o m e  d is ­

t r ib u t io n ,  c o v e r in g  a l l  in d iv id u a l  in c o m e  re c ip ie n ts .  

T h e  B ro o k in g s  s tu d y ,  h o w e v e r,  c a r r ie d  t h e  e s t im a te s  

th r o u g h  to  a  fa m ily  o r  “ c o n s u m e r  u n i t ”  b a s is ,  a n d  p r e ­

s e n te d  s e p a r a te  d i s t r ib u t io n  c u rv e s  fo r  f a r m  fa m il ie s ,  

n o n f a r m  fa m ilie s , a n d  u n a t ta c h e d  in d iv id u a ls .  A  f u r ­

t h e r  d iv is io n  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  w a s  fo u n d  im p ra c t ic a b le  

w i th  t h e  d a t a  a v a ila b le .

How The Present EstimatesWere Made

I n  th e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  fo r  1 9 3 5 -3 6  i t  h a s  b e e n  p o ss ib le , 

i n  t h e  m a in ,  to  b a s e  th e  e s t im a te s  d i r e c t ly  u p o n  d a t a  o n  

fa m ily  in c o m e s . S u c h  d a t a  b e c a m e  a v a i la b le  fo r  th e  

f i r s t  t im e  f ro m  a  N a t io n -w id e  s a m p le  4 th r o u g h  th e  

S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s — a  W o rk s  P ro g re s s  

A d m in is t r a t io n  p r o je c t  c o n d u c te d  b y  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  

B u r e a u  o f  H o m e  E c o n o m ic s  a n d  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  

B u r e a u  o f  L a b o r  S ta t i s t i c s  in  c o o p e ra t io n  w i th  th e  

N a t io n a l  R e s o u rc e s  C o m m itte e  a n d  th e  C e n t r a l  S ta ­

t i s t i c a l  B o a rd  .4a T h e  d a t a  f ro m  th is  s tu d y ,  c o v e rin g  

so m e  3 0 0 ,00 0  A m e r ic a n  fa m il ie s ,  s h o w  th e  in c o m e  

re c e iv e d  b y  e a c h  fa m ily  f ro m  a ll  so u rc e s — fro m  th e  n e t  

e a rn in g s  o f  d if fe re n t  m e m b e rs , f ro m  p ro f i ts ,  d iv id e n d s , 

in te r e s t ,  a n d  r e n t ,  f r o m  p e n s io n s , a n n u i t ie s ,  a n d  b e n e fi ts , 

f r o m  g if ts  u s e d  fo r  c u r r e n t  l iv in g  e x p e n s e s , f r o m  th e  

o c c u p a n c y  o f  o w n e d  h o m e s , a n d — fo r  r u r a l  fa m il ie s—  

f r o m  h o m e -g ro w n  fo o d  a n d  o th e r  f a r m  p ro d u c ts  u s e d  b y  

t h e  f a m ily .5 6 S im ila r  d a t a  w e re  a lso  o b ta in e d  f ro m  a  

s m a ll  s a m p le  o f s in g le  m e n  a n d  w o m e n .

3 M e n t io n  sh o u ld  a lso  b e  m a d e  o f a n  e s t im a te  for 1929 p r e se n te d , w ith o u t  d isc u s ­

s io n , in  th e  B u sin e s s  W e e k  for A u g u s t 31, 1932, in  o n e  o f  a  ser ie s o f  a r tic le s o n  T h e  

A m e r i c a n  C o n s u m e r  M a r k e t .

4 D a t a  o n  fa m ily  in c o m e s  are also  n o w  a v a ila b le  from  a n  e x te n s iv e  sa m p le  o f  u r ban  

fa m il ie s  a n d  from  a  sm a lle r  sa m p le  o f  ru ra l fa m ilie s  th r o u g h  th e  N a t io n a l  H e a lth  

S u r v e y  r e c e n tly  c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  U . S . P u b lic  H e a lt h  S e rv ice . F o r  d isc u ss io n  o f u se  

m a d e  o f th e s e  d a ta ,  se e  A p p e n d ix  A , p p .  58-59.

4 a T h e  S t u d y  w a s  a d m in is te r e d  u n d e r  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  a  S te er in g  C o m m itte e  a n d  

a  T e c h n ic a l  S u b c o m m it te e , e a c h  c o m p o se d  o f r ep r e se n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  f iv e  c oop e ra ting  

a g e n c ie s .  T h e  m e m b e r s h ip  o f th e s e  c o m m itt e e s  w a s  as  fo llow s:

S te e r in g  C o m m itte e :  S tu a r t A . R ic e ,  C h a ir m an , W o rk s  P rog re ss  A d m in is tr a tio n ;  

L o u is e  S ta n le y , B u r e a u  o f H o m e  E c o n o m ic s;  Isa d o r  L u b in , B u r e a u  o f L a b o r  S ta ­

t i s t ic s ;  G ar d ine r  C . M e a n s ,  N a t io n a l R esou rc es  C o m m itte e ;  M o r ris  A . C o p ela n d ,  

C e n tr a l S ta t is t ic a l  B o ar d .

T e c h n ic a l S u b c o m m itte e :  H ild e g a r d e  K n e e la n d , C h a ir m an , N a t io n a l R e sou rc e s  

C o m m itte e ;  D a y  M o n r o e , B u r e a u  o f H o m e  E c on o m ic s; F a it h  M . W il lia m s, B u r ea u  

o f  L a b o r  S ta tist ic s;  M il to n  F o rster , W o rk s  P rogress A d m in istr a tio n ; S a m u e l J . 

D e n n is ,  C e n tr a l S ta tis t ic a l  B o ar d .

6 I t  sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  in c o m e  w a s  m e a su r e d  before p a y m e n t o f  in c o m e  tax es . 

F o r  d e fin it io n  o f in c o m e  a n d  for e x p la n a tio n  o f c e r ta in  it e m s  n o t in c lu d e d , see  

A p p e n d ix  A , p .  41. F o r  d e sc r ip tio n  o f S tu d y  o f C on su m er  P u r c h a se s , se e  A p p e n d ix  

A , sec . 2.

T h e  f in d in g s  o f  th i s  s t u d y  h a v e  b e e n  s u p p le m e n te d  

b y  o th e r  s a m p le  d a t a  o n  fa m ily  a n d  in d iv id u a l  in c o m e s , 

b y  d a t a  o n  e a rn in g s , a n d  b y  in c o m e  t a x  s ta t i s t i c s .  T h e  

m a te r ia l  f ro m  th e s e  v a r io u s  s o u rc e s  h a s  p ro v id e d  th e  

b a s is  fo r  a  se rie s  o f  s a m p le  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s ,  r e p r e ­

s e n tin g  m o re  t h a n  700  d if fe re n t  g ro u p s  o f  th e  p o p u la ­

t io n . T h e s e  s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  to  

b u i ld  u p  in c o m e  e s t im a te s  fo r  a ll  o f  t h e  N a t io n ’s  c o n ­

s u m e rs . T h e  m e th o d s  u s e d  in  e x te n d in g  th e  s a m p le  

d a t a  to  a  n a t io n a l  b a s is  a r e  d e s c r ib e d  in  P a r t  I I  a n d , 

in  m o re  d e ta i l ,  in  A p p e n d ix  A .

The Limitations of the Estimates

W h ile  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  m a te r ia l  a v a i la b le  fo r  p r e p a r in g  

th e s e  e s t im a te s  is  f a r  m o re  e x te n s iv e  t h a n  fo r  p re v io u s  

y e a r s ,  i t  is  n o n e  t h e  le s s  s u b je c t  to  m a n y  l im i ta t io n s  

a n d  s h o r tc o m in g s . T h e  r e s u l ts  o f  th e  s tu d y  m u s t ,  

th e re fo re ,  b e  c o n s id e re d  a s  a p p ro x im a t io n s  to  th e  

a c tu a l  in c o m e  s i tu a t io n  in  1 9 3 5 -3 6 .

T h e  b a s ic  d a t a  a re  e sp e c ia l ly  in a d e q u a te  fo r  fa m il ie s  

w h o  re c e iv e d  re l ie f  a t  so m e  t im e  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r  a n d  

fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls ,  a n d  i t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  p o ss ib le  to  

e s t im a te  t h e  in c o m e s  o f  th e s e  tw o  g ro u p s  a c c o rd in g  to  

ty p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty ,  o c c u p a t io n , a n d  o th e r  c h a r a c te r ­

is tic s . F o r  m a n y  g ro u p s  o f  n o n re l ie f  fa m il ie s  a s  w ell, 

t h e  d a t a  d o  n o t  in s u re  re l ia b le  r e s u l ts  fo r  t h e  f in e r  

c la ss if ic a tio n s  o f t h e  p o p u la t io n .  T h e s e  m o re  d e ta i le d  

f ig u re s  a re  th e re fo re  p re s e n te d  in  r e fe re n c e  ta b le s  in  

A p p e n d ix  B . T h e  e s t im a te s  fo r  th e  m a jo r  g ro u p s  o f 

fa m il ie s ,  h o w e v e r,  a n d  fo r  a ll fa m il ie s  a n d  s in g le  

in d iv id u a ls ,  a r e  b e lie v e d  to  b e  su ff ic ie n tly  r e l ia b le  to  

s e rv e  t h e  p ra c t ic a l  p u rp o s e s  fo r  w h ic h  t h e y  w e re  p r e ­

p a r e d .  T h e s e  e s t im a te s  a re  d e a l t  w i th  in  th e  m a in  

b o d y  o f  t h e  r e p o r t .

In c o m e  D is t r ib u t io n  o n  a  N a t io n a l  Basis

T h e  m o s t  s ig n if ic a n t  r e s u l ts  o f  th e  s tu d y  a r e  th o s e  

sh o w in g  th e  b ro a d  n a t io n a l  p ic tu r e  o f  th e  d iv is io n  o f 

in c o m e  a m o n g  th e  A m e r ic a n  p e o p le .  T h e s e  f ig u re s  

a re  b r o u g h t  to g e th e r  in  th e  c h a r t s  a n d  ta b le s  w h ic h  

fo llow . E s t im a te s  fo r  t h e  v a r io u s  c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p s  

o f th e  p o p u la t io n  a re  p re s e n te d  in  P a r t  I I .

Family Incomes

T h e  g r e a t  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  N a t io n ’s c o n s u m e rs  a re  

m e m b e rs  o f  fa m il ie s  o f  tw o  o r  m o re  p e r s o n s , s h a r in g  a  

c o m m o n  in c o m e  a n d  l iv in g  u n d e r  a  c o m m o n  ro o f. T h e  

2 9 ,4 00 ,30 0  fa m il ie s  in  th e  p o p u la t io n  d u r in g  1 93 5 -3 6  

w e re  b y  f a r  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  g ro u p  o f in c o m e ­

s p e n d in g  u n i ts ,  in c lu d in g  n e a r ly  91 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  to ta l  

b o d y  o f  c o n su m e rs .

T h e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  th e s e  29  m illio n  fa m il ie s  b y  in c o m e  

le v e l is  sh o w n  g ra p h ic a l ly  in  c h a r t  1. A s  th e  b a r s  o n  

th e  l e f t  o f  t h e  c h a r t  in d ic a te ,  14 p e r c e n t  o f  a ll fa m ilie s  

re c e iv e d  le s s  t h a n  $ 500  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  s tu d ie d ;  42  

p e r c e n t  r e c e iv e d  le s s  t h a n  $ 1 ,0 0 0 , 65 p e r c e n t  le s s  t h a n  

$ 1 ,50 0 , a n d  87 p e r c e n t  less  t h a n  $2 ,500 . A b o v e  th e
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D I S T R I B U T I O N  O F  F A M I L Y  I N C O M E  I N  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S

B Y  IN C O M E  L E V E L  

1 9 3 5 - 3 6

IN C O M E  L E V E L

$ 1 0 ,0 0 0  a  O V E R

7 . 5 0 0  -  1 0 , 0 0 0

5 . 0 0 0  -  7 , 5 0 0

4 . 5 0 0  -  5 , 0 0 0

4 . 0 0 0  -  4 , 5 0 0

3 . 5 0 0  -  4 , 0 0 0

3 . 0 0 0  -  3 , 5 0 0

2 . 5 0 0  -  3 , 0 0 0

2 . 0 0 0  -  2 , 5 0 0

1 . 5 0 0  -  2 , 0 0 0

1 . 0 0 0  -  1 , 5 0 0  

5 0 0  -  1 , 0 0 0

U N D E R  $ 5 0 0

3 0  2 0  10 0
P E R C E N T

B A S E O  O N  T A B L E  3

F A M IL IE S

■E
■ i i

i n n

' ■ I I I l i l i

l l i l l l i i l l l l l l i

rmimimiiiiiiiiiin]
1 1 1 V  V V V 1 V 1 V 1 V V f  1 1 1 1 V  V M  t  V 1 V f

A G G R E G A T E  IN C O M E

0  10 2 0  3 0
P E R C E N T

Char t  1
T h is  c h a r t m a y  b e  r e a d  c ith e r  b y  le n g th  o f b a rs  o r b y  s y m b o ls
E a c h  fig u r e  s y m b o l  r e p r e s e n ts  1 p e r c e n t o f  a l l  fa m ilie s  o r  2 9 4 ,0 0 0  fa m ilie s
E a c h  d o lla r  s y m b o l  r e p r e s e n ts  1 p e r c e n t o f  a g g r e g a te  in c o m e  o f a ll  fa m ilie s  or $ 4 7 6 ,7 9 2 ,3 8 0

$ 2 ,5 0 0  le v e l, th e r e  w e re  a b o u t  10 p e r c e n t  w i th  in c o m e s  

u p  to  $ 5 ,0 0 0 , a b o u t  2 p e r c e n t  re c e iv in g  b e tw e e n  $5 ,000  

a n d  $ 1 0 ,00 0 , a n d  o n ly  1 p e r c e n t  w i th  in c o m e s  o f  $ 10 ,000  

o r m o re .  T h e s e  f ig u re s  a r e  sh o w n  in  fu lle r  d e ta i l  in  

ta b le  3 , in  a  l a t e r  s e c tio n  o f t h e  r e p o r t .

W h e n  th e  in c o m e s  o f a l l  fa m il ie s  a re  a d d e d  to g e th e r ,  

th e  a g g re g a te  is  a p p ro x im a te ly  $ 48  b il lio n . T h e  s h a re s  

o f th i s  t o t a l  in c o m e  g o in g  to  t h e  v a r io u s  in c o m e  g ro u p s  

a re  a lso  sh o w n  in  c h a r t  1. T h u s  w e  f in d  t h a t  t h e  42  

p e r c e n t  o f  fa m il ie s  w i th  in c o m e s  u n d e r  $ 1 ,0 0 0  re c e iv e d  

le s s  t h a n  16 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  a g g re g a te ,  w h ile  t h e  3 p e r ­

c e n t  w i th  in c o m e s  o f  $ 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r  re c e iv e d  21 p e r ­

c e n t  o f  th e  to ta l .  T h e  in c o m e s  o f  th e  to p  1 p e r c e n t  

a c c o u n te d  fo r  a  l i t t l e  o v e r  13 p e r c e n t  o f th e  a g g re g a te .

Incomes of Single Individuals

I n  a d d i t io n  to  th e  116 m illio n  c o n s u m e rs  l iv in g  in  

fa m ily  g ro u p s  in  1 9 3 5 -3 6 , th e r e  w e re  10 m illio n  m e n  

a n d  w o m e n  lo d g in g  in  ro o m in g  h o u se s  a n d  h o te ls ,  l iv in g

a s  lo d g e r s  o r  s e r v a n ts  in  p r iv a te  h o m e s , o r  m a in ta in in g  

in d e p e n d e n t  l iv in g  q u a r te r s  a s  o n e -p e rs o n  fa m il ie s .6 

T h e s e  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  c o n s t i tu te d  n e a r ly  8  p e r c e n t  

o f t h e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n ,  a n d — a s  in d ic a te d  in  t a b le  1—  

re c e iv e d  19 p e r c e n t  o f t h e  t o t a l  c o n s u m e r  in c o m e .

T h e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  in c o m e  a m o n g  th e s e  in d iv id u a l  

c o n s u m e r u n i ts ,  sh o w n  in  c h a r t  2 , re se m b le s  v e ry  

c lo se ly  t h a t  fo r  fa m ilie s , e x c e p t  t h a t  th e r e  w a s  c o n s id ­

e r a b ly  g r e a te r  c o n c e n tr a t io n  in  t h e  lo w e r b ra c k e ts .  

S ix ty -o n e  p e r c e n t  re c e iv e d  in c o m e s  o f  le ss  t h a n  $ 1 ,000  

a n d  a c c o u n te d  fo r  29 p e r c e n t  o f th e  t o t a l  in c o m e  of 

th e  g ro u p . N in e ty - f iv e  p e r c e n t  re c e iv e d  le ss  th a n  

$ 2 ,500  a n d  a  l i t t l e  o v e r  1 p e r c e n t  re c e iv e d  $ 5 ,0 0 0  o r 

m o re .  T h e  d e ta i le d  f ig u re s  fo r  th is  g ro u p  a re  p re s e n te d  

l a t e r  in  ta b le  15. 6

6 S o n s  a n d  d au g h te r s  l iv in g  w ith  th e ir  p a r e n ts  b u t  p a y in g  for b oard  a n d  lo d g in g  

a n d  n o t p o o lin g  th e ir  in c o m e s  in  th e  c o m m o n  fa m ily  fu n d  are c la ss if ie d  a s  s in g le  

in d iv id u a ls , r ath e r th a n  as  m e m b e r s  o f  fam ilie s . T h e  n u m b e r  o f  su c h  in d iv id u a ls  in  

1935-36 is  e s tim a te d  a t a p p r o x im a te ly  400,000. F or  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , see  p . 76.



4 N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

D I S T R I B U T I O N  O F  I N C O M E  O F  S I N G L E  I N D I V I D U A L S  I N  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S

B Y  I N C O M E  L E V E L  

1 9 3 5  -  3 6

IN C O M E  L E V E L

$ 10,000 a  o v e r

7 .5 0 0  -  1 0 ,0 0 0

5 . 0 0 0  -  7 , 5 0 0

4 . 5 0 0  -  5 , 0 0 0

4 . 0 0 0  -  4 , 5 0 0

3 . 5 0 0  -  4 , 0 0 0

3 . 0 0 0  -  3 , 5 0 0

2 . 5 0 0  -  3 , 0 0 0

2 . 0 0 0  -  2 , 5 0 0

1 .5 0 0  -  2 , 0 0 0

1 .0 0 0  -  1 , 5 0 0  

5 0 0  -  1 , 0 0 0

U N D E R  $ 5 0 0

4 0  3 0  2 0  10 0  0  10 2 0  3 0
PERCEN T PERCEN T

B A S E D  O N  T A B L E  15

Cha r t  2

T h is  c h a r t m a y  b e  r e a d  e ith e r  b y  le n g th  o f b a rs  o r b y  s y m b o ls
E a c h  fig u r e  s y m b o l  r e p r e s e n ts  1 p e r c e n t o f  a l l  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  or 1 0 0 ,5 8 0  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  

E a c h  d o lla r  s y m b o l r e p r e s e n ts  1 p e r c e n t o f  a g g r e g a te  in c o m e  o f a ll  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  o r $ 1 1 5 ,7 9 3 ,9 0 0

S IN G L E  IN D IV ID U A L S A G G R E G A T E  IN C O M E

~ r

iiitSJ

i l l t i l i i

m m m m m

$$$$$

Tabl e  1 . — D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  ' p o p u l a t i o n  b y  t y p e  o f  c o n s u m e r  u n i t  a n d  a v e r a g e  a n d  a g g r e g a t e  i n c o m e s  o f  e a c h  t y p e , 1 9 3 5 - 3 6

T y p e  o f c o n su m e r  u n i t
N u m b e r  of 
c on su m e r  

u n its

P e rson s A v e ra g e in c o m e A gg re gate  in co m e

N u m b e r P er c e n t

P e r  c on su m e r  u n it

P er  c ap ita  
(m ean )

A m o u n t  
( in  th o u san d s)

P er c e n t

M e d ia n M e a n

F a m ilie s  o f  2 or m o re  p e r s o n s . .................... . .  __________________________ 29 ,400 ,300  
10, 058, 000

115,966, 000 
10 ,058,000

90. 6 

7 .8
$1,160  

830
$1, 622 

1,151
$411 

1,151
$47, 679, 238 

11,579, 390
79 .5
19 .3

A ll fa m ilie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls ____  _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  . . 39, 458, 300 

0 )
126, 024, 000 

2,000, 000
98 .4

1 .6
$1 ,070

0 )
$1, 502

0 )
$470

362
$59, 258, 628 

724, 300
9 8 .8

1 .2

A ll c o n su m e r s .____ ___ _ _ __ _ _ __________________ (>) 128, 024, 000 100.0 (') to $469 $59, 982, 928 100.0

1 N o t  a v a ila b le .

Incomes of All Consumers

F o r  a  c o m p re h e n s iv e  p ic tu r e  o f th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f 

c o n s u m e r  in c o m e  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s ,  fa m il ie s  a n d  

s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  c a n  b e  c o n s id e re d  to g e th e r .  S u c h  

t r e a t m e n t  is  ju s t i f ie d  b y  th e  la c k  o f  a  s h a rp  d is t in c t io n  

b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  g ro u p s  f ro m  th e  s t a n d p o in t  o f th e

r e c e ip t  a n d  u se  o f in c o m e . T h e  d iv e r s i ty  a m o n g  th e  

c o n s u m e r  u n i t s  t h a t  m a k e  u p  th e  29 m illio n  fa m il ie s  is  

fu l ly  a s  g r e a t  a s  t h a t  b e tw e e n  fa m il ie s  a s  a  g ro u p  a n d  

s in g le  in d iv id u a ls .  A n  in c o m e  o f $ 1 ,000  a  y e a r  m e a n s , 

to  b e  s u re , o n e  th in g  to  a  s in g le  m a n  o r w o m a n  a n d  

a n o th e r  to  a n  a v e ra g e  fa m ily  o f fo u r. B u t  i t  a lso  h a s
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q u i t e  d if fe re n t  m e a n in g s  to  th e  fa m ily  o f  tw o  p e rso n s  

a n d  to  t h e  fa m ily  o f e ig h t.  T h e s e  tw o  m a jo r  g ro u p s  o f 

c o n s u m e r  u n i t s  c a n  th e re fo re  b e  c o m b in e d , a t  e a c h  

in c o m e  le v e l,  t o  sh o w  th e  c u rv e  o f in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  

fo r  t h e  N a t io n  a s  a  w h o le .

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  R e s i d e n t s  N o t  I n c lu d e d .— T h is  s u m m a ry  

o f  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n ,  h o w e v e r,  m u s t  o m i t  th e  sm a ll  

g ro u p  o f th e  p o p u la t io n  l iv in g  in  in s t i tu t io n s  o f  v a r io u s  

t y p e s  a n d  in  m i l i t a r y  a n d  n a v a l  p o s ts ,  la b o r  c a m p s , a n d  

o th e r  q u a s i - in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p s . A ll to g e th e r ,  th e se  

in s t i t u t io n a l  r e s id e n ts  n u m b e r  a b o u t  2  m illio n . A  

la r g e  p a r t  o f  th e  in c o m e s  o f  th e s e  c o n s u m e rs — a n d  in  

m a n y  c a se s  th e  e n t i r e  in c o m e — is  s u p p lie d  b y  th e  

in s t i t u t io n  in  t h e  fo rm  o f  s u b s is te n c e  a n d  c a re . T h u s  

t h e  in s t i t u t io n a l  g ro u p , r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  in d iv id u a l  

r e s id e n t ,  c o n s t i tu te s  t h e  s p e n d in g  u n i t .  T h e  in c o m e s  

o f  t h e  in d iv id u a l  r e s id e n ts  a r e  m o re  c o m p a ra b le  to  th e  

p e r  c a p i t a  in c o m e s  o f  m e m b e rs  o f  fa m ilie s  t h a n  to  th e  

in c o m e s  o f  in d e p e n d e n t  c o n su m e rs . F o r  th i s  re a s o n , n o  

d is t r ib u t io n  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  h a s  b e e n  p re p a re d  fo r  th e  

i n s t i t u t io n a l  p o p u la t io n .  T o  h a v e  in c lu d e d  th e m  o n  a  

p a r a l le l  b a s is  w i th  th e  39 m illio n  fa m il ie s  a n d  s ing le

in d iv id u a ls  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  m is le a d in g . T h e  p e r  

c a p i ta  a v e ra g e s  fo r  th e  th r e e  m a in  ty p e s  o f c o n su m e rs  

a re  c o m p a re d  in  t a b le  1.

D is t r i b u t io n  b y  I n c o m e  L e v e l .— T h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u ­

t io n  o f  a ll fa m il ie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  c o m b in e d  is  

p re s e n te d  in  d e ta i l  in  ta b le  2 . T h e  f ig u re s  s h o w  b o th  

th e  n u m b e r  o f  c o n s u m e r  u n i t s  a t  e a c h  le v e l  o f in c o m e  

a n d  th e  s h a re  o f  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  th e y  re c e iv e d . 

T h e  r e s u l ts  te l l  a  s to r y  v e r y  s im ila r  to  t h a t  a l r e a d y  

d e s c r ib e d  fo r  e a c h  g ro u p  o f c o n s u m e r u n i t s  s e p a r a te ly .  

N e a r ly  o n e  t h i r d  (32 p e r c e n t)  o f  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f 

fa m ilie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  h a d  in c o m e s  u n d e r  $75 0 , 

n e a r ly  o n e  h a l f  (47 p e r c e n t)  re c e iv e d  le ss  t h a n  $ 1 ,0 0 0 , 

a n d  m o re  t h a n  tw o  th i r d s  (69 p e r c e n t)  re c e iv e d  less  

t h a n  $ 1 ,5 0 0 . A t  t h e  o th e r  e n d  o f t h e  in c o m e  sc a le ,  

a b o u t  2  p e r c e n t  h a d  in c o m e s  o f  $ 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r,  a n d  

le ss  t h a n  1 p e r c e n t  in c o m e s  o f  $ 10 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r.

D is t r i b u t io n  o f  C o n s u m e r  U n i t s  b y  T e n th s .— T h e  

d is p a r i ty  o f  in c o m e s  is  r e v e a le d  s o m e w h a t  m o re  c le a rly  

b y  c h a r t  3 . H e re  th e  39 m illio n  c o n s u m e r  u n i t s  a re  

g ro u p e d  b y  te n th s ,  o r  d ec ile s, a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  s iz e  o f 

th e i r  in c o m e s . T h e  p o o re s t  t e n th ,  w ith  in c o m e s  u n d e r

S H A R E  O F  A G G R E G A T E  I N C O M E  R E C E I V E D  

B Y  E A C H  T E N T H  O F  N A T I O N ’S  C O N S U M E R  U N I T S

1 9 3 5  - 3 6

F A M I L I E S  A N D  

S I N G L E  I N D I V I D U A L S

H IG H E S T

T E N T H

N IN T H

E IG H T H

S E V E N T H

S IX T H

F IF T H

F O U R T H

T H I R D

S E C O N D

L O W E S 1

T E N T H

10 0
P E R C E N T

B A S E D  O N  T A B L E  IB

I N C O M E  A G G R E G A T E

R A N G E  I N C O M E

$ 2 6 0 0 a  O V E R

1 9 2 5 -  2 6 0 0

1 5 4 0 -  1 9 2 5

1 2 7 5 -  1 5 4 0

1 0 7 0 -  1 2 7 5

8 8 0 -  1 0 7 0

7 2 0 -  8 8 0

5 4 5 -  7 2 0

3 4 0 -  5 4 5

U N D E R $ 3 4 0

0  10  2 0  3 0  4 0
P E R C E N T

Cha r t  3

T h is  c h a r t m a y  b e  r e a d  e ith e r  b y  le n g th  o f b ar s  o r b y  s y m b o ls
E a c h  fig u r e  s y m b o l  r e p r e s e n ts  1 p e r c e n t o f  a l l  fa m ilie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  o r 3 9 4 ,5 8 3  c o n s u m e r  u n it s
E a c h  d o lla r  s y m b o l  r e p r e s e n ts  1 p e r c e n t o f  a g g r e g a te  in c o m e  o f  a ll  fa m ilie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  o r  $ 5 9 2 ,5 8 6 ,2 8 0



N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e6

Ta bl e 2.— D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f a m i l i e s  a n d  s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  o f  

a g g r e g a t e  i n c o m e  r e c e i v e d ,  b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l ,  1 9 3 5 - 8 6

In c o m e  le v e l

F a m ilie s  an d  s in gle  
in d iv id u a ls

A gg re gate  in com e

N u m b e r

P e r ­
c e n t a t  

each  
le v e l

C u m u ­
la tiv e

p er ­
c e n t

A m o u n t  
( in  th o u ­

san d s)

P e r ­

c e n t  a t  
e ach  

le v e l

C u m u ­
la tiv e

p er ­
c e n t

U n d e r  $250_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ 2 ,123 ,534 5.38 5 .38 $294,138 0 .50 0 .50
$250-1500____________ 4, 587, 377 11.63 17.01 1,767,363 2.98 3.48
$500-$750 __________ 5 ,771 ,960 14.63 31.64 3 ,615,653 6 .10 9 .58
$750-$ l,00 0___________ 5,876,078 14.90 46.54 5,129 ,506 8 .65 18.23
$1,000-$1,250_________ 4 ,990,995 12.65 59.19 5, 589, 111 9 .42 27.65

$1,250 $1,500_________ 3,743 ,428 9 .49 68.68 5,109 ,112 8 .62 36.27
$1,500-$ 1,750_________ 2,889 ,904 7. 32 76.00 4,660 ,793 7 .87 44.14
$l,7 50-$2 ,000_________ 2, 296,022 5. 82 81 .82 4, 214, 203 7.11 51.25
$2,000-$2,250_________ 1,704, 535 4. 32 86 .14 3 ,602,861 6.08 57.33
$2,250-$2,500_________ 1,254,076 3 .18 89. 32 2 ,988 ,932 5.01 62.34

$2,500-$3,000_________ 1,475,474 3. 74 93.06 4,004 ,774 6 .76 69.10
$3 ,000  $3,500_________ 851, 919 2 .16 95. 22 2 ,735 ,487 4. 62 73.72
$3,500-$4,000_________ 502,159 1.27 96. 49 1 ,863,384 3.14 76.86
$4,000-$4,500_________ 286,053 .7 2 97. 21 1,202 ,826 2 .03 78.89
$4,500-$5,000_________ 178,138 .4 5 97. 66 841,766 1.42 80.31

$5,000-$7,500_________ 380,266 .9 6 98. 62 2,244 ,406 3.79 84.10
$7,500-$10,000_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ 215,642 .5 5 99.17 1,847 ,820 3 .12 87. 22
$1Ò ,000-$15,000.---------- 152, 682 .3 9 99. 56 1,746 ,925 2 .95 90 .17
$15,000-$20,000_ __ __ __ _ 67,923 .1 7 99. 73 1 ,174,574 1.98 92.15
$20,000-$25,000_ __ __ __ _ 39,825 .1 0 99 .83 889,114 1.50 93 .65

$25,000-$30,000_ __ __ __ _ 25,583 .0 6 99 .89 720,268 1.22 94.87
$30,000-$40,000_ __ __ __ _ 17,959 .0 5 99.94 641,272 1.08 95.95
$40,000-$50,000_ _ _ _ _ _ __ 8,340 .0 2 99.96 390, 311 .6 6 96.61
$50,000-$100,000_______ 13,041 .0 3 99 .99 908,485 1. 53 98.14
$100,000-$250,000______ 4,144 .0 1 100.00 539,006 .9 1 99.05

$?50,000-$500,000______ 916 O) 264,498 .4 5 99. 50
$500J0 0 0 -$ lf000.000_ _ _ 240

87 8
134,803  
157, 237

.2 3

.2 7
99. 73 

100.00

39 ,458 ,300 100.00 $59,258, 628 100.00

i L e ss  th a n  0.005 p e rc en t.

$34 0 , re c e iv e d  le ss  t h a n  2 p e r c e n t  o f th e  a g g re g a te  

in c o m e ;  t h e  se c o n d  t e n th ,  w i th  in c o m e s  ra n g in g  fro m

$340  to  $54 5 , re c e iv e d  3 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  to ta l .  N o t  

u n t i l  t h e  e ig h th  g ro u p  is  re a c h e d  d o e s  t h e  s h a re  o f  to t a l  

in c o m e  re c e iv e d  p a s s  t h e  10 p e r c e n t  lin e , sh o w in g  a  

p ro p o r t io n  o f  in c o m e  re c e iv e d  g r e a te r  t h a n  th e  p ro p o r ­

t io n  o f fa m il ie s  a n d  in d iv id u a ls  re c e iv in g  i t .  T h e  10 

p e r c e n t  o f  fa m il ie s  a n d  in d iv id u a ls  a t  th e  to p  o f th e  

in c o m e  sc a le , w i th  in c o m e s  o f  $ 2 ,6 0 0  a n d  o v e r,  re c e iv e d  

36  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e — a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  

a m o u n t  a s  t h e  7 0  p e r c e n t  a t  t h e  b o t to m  o f th e  sc a le .

T h e  A v e r a g e  I n c o m e .— A s  c h a r t  3 in d ic a te s ,  h a l f  o f  th e  

fa m ilie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  h a d  in c o m e s  b e lo w  

$1 ,070  a n d  h a l f  h a d  in c o m e s  a b o v e  t h a t  a m o u n t .  T h is  

f ig u re  o f  $ 1 ,0 7 0 — th e  m e d ia n  in c o m e — is  c o n s id e ra b ly  

lo w e r t h a n  th e  m e a n  in c o m e  o f  $ 1 ,50 2 . T h e  m e a n , 

o b ta in e d  b y  d iv id in g  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  b y  th e  to ta l  

n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  a n d  in d iv id u a ls ,  is  a ffe c te d  to  a  

g re a te r  e x te n t  t h a n  is  th e  m e d ia n  b y  th e  v e r y  h ig h  

in c o m e s  re c e iv e d  b y  a  r e la t iv e ly  sm a ll  n u m b e r  o f 

c o n su m e r u n i ts .  T h e  d iffe re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  

a v e ra g e s  th u s  p ro v id e s  f u r th e r  e v id e n c e  o f th e  w id e  

v a r ia t io n  in  c o n s u m e r in c o m e s .

A g g r e g a te  I n c o m e  R e c e iv e d  b y  U p p e r  F i v e  P e r c e n t .—  

C h a r t  4  sh o w s  th e  s h a re s  o f  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  r e ­

c e iv e d  b y  th e  v e r y  h ig h  in c o m e  g ro u p s . T h e  h ig h e s t  5 

p e r c e n t  o f  a ll fa m ilie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls — th o s e  

w ith  in c o m e s  o f  $ 3 ,400  a n d  o v e r— re c e iv e d  27  p e r c e n t  

o f t h e  a g g re g a te — a lm o s t  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  lo w e s t  60 

p e rc e n t .  T h e  h ig h e s t  2 p e r c e n t ,  w i th  in c o m e s  o f  $ 5 ,800  

a n d  o v e r , re c e iv e d  18 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  to ta l .  A n d  th e  

h ig h e s t  1 p e rc e n t ,  w i th  in c o m e s  o f  $9 ,100  a n d  o v e r

S H A R E  O F  A G G R E G A T E  IN C O M E  R E C E IV E D  B Y  U P P E R  F IV E  P E R C E N T

OF n a t io n 's  CONSUMER UNITS

1 9 3 5 - 3 6

F A M I L I E S  A N D  

S I N G L E  I N D I V I D U A L S

P E R C E N T

H I G H E S T

1 P E R C E N T

H I G H E S T

2  P E R C E N T

H I G H E S T

3  P E R C E N T

H IG H E S T

4  P E R C E N T

H I G H E S T

5  P E R C E N T

B A S E D  O N  T A B L E  I B

I N C O M E  A G G R E G A T E

R A N G E  I N C O M E

$ 9 1 0 0  a  O V E R  

5 8 0 0  a  O V E R  

4 3 2 5  a  O V E R  

3 8 0 0  a  O V E R  

3 4 0 0  a  O V E R

» - I 1 I I I- --- ------
O  1 0  2 0  3 0

P E R C E N T

Cha r t  4

T h is  c h a r t m a y  b e  r ea d  e ith e r  b y  le n g th  o f b ar s  or b y  s y m b o ls
E a c h  figu re  s y m b o l r e p r e s e n ts  1 p e r c e n t o f  a ll  fa m ilie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  o r  3 9 4 ,5 8 3  c o n su m e r  u n its
E a c h  d o lla r  s y m b o l  r e p r e s e n ts  1 p e r c e n t o f  a g g r e g a te  in c o m e  o f a ll  fa m ilie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  or $ 5 9 2 ,5 8 6 ,2 8 0



C o n s u m e r  I n c o m e s 7

re c e iv e d  14 p e r c e n t  o f th e  to t a l— o n ly  a  tr if le  le ss  t h a n  

th e  lo w e s t  4 0  p e rc e n t .

D iv i s io n  o f  A g g r e g a te  I n c o m e  b y  T e n t h s .— T h e  u n e q u a l  

d is t r ib u t io n  o f  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  a m o n g  c o n su m e r 

u n i t s  is  s t r ik in g ly  i l lu s t r a te d  b y  c h a r t  5 . H e re ,  r e ­

v e r s in g  th e  p ro c e d u re  u se d  in  c h a r t  3 , t h e  t o t a l  in c o m e  

o f $59  b ill io n  re c e iv e d  b y  fa m il ie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  

is  d iv id e d  in to  t e n th s ,  a n d  th e  p e r c e n t  o f  c o n s u m e r  u n i ts  

s u p p o r te d  b y  e a c h  t e n t h  is  s h o w n . T h u s  w e  c a n  see  

t h a t  o n e - te n th  o f  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  s u p p o r t s  a lm o s t  

t h e  w h o le  lo w e r t h i r d  o f  t h e  fa m il ie s  a n d  s in g le  in d i ­

v id u a ls .  T h e  n e x t  t e n t h  o f  th e  in c o m e  is  d iv id e d  

a m o n g  o n ly  h a l f  a s  m a n y  c o n s u m e r  u n i ts .  T h e  to p  

t e n t h  g o e s to  o n e -h a lf  o f  1 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  c o n s u m e r  

u n i t s — th o s e  w i th  in c o m e s  o f  $ 14 ,6 0 0  a n d  o v e r. T h e  

n u m b e r  o f  fa m ilie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  s u p p o r te d  b y  

t h e  in te r m e d ia te  t e n th s  o f  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  d e ­

c re a se s  f a i r ly  re g u la r ly  f ro m  th e  se c o n d  to  th e  h ig h e s t  

d ec ile .

F iv e  p e r c e n t  o f th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  s u p p o r t s  21 

p e r c e n t  o f th e  c o n s u m e r  u n i t s  a t  th e  b o t to m  o f th e  in ­

c o m e  sc a le , w h e re a s  a t  th e  to p  o f  th e  in c o m e  sc a le  5

p e r c e n t  o f  th e  a g g re g a te  s u p p o r ts  o n ly  0 .1  p e r c e n t  o f  

th e  c o n s u m e r  u n i ts .  S im ila rly , th e  lo w e s t  1 p e r c e n t  o f 

th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  is  s h a re d  b y  7 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  c o n ­

s u m e r  u n i ts ,  w h ile  th e  u p p e r  1 p e r c e n t  is  s h a re d  b y  le s s  

t h a n  0 .0 05  p e r c e n t  o f  a ll c o n s u m e r  u n i ts .

T h e  T h re e  T h ird s  o f  th e  N a t io n

T h is  s u m m a ry  o f  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  n a t io n a l  in c o m e  

h a s  re v e a le d  t h a t  a lm o s t  o n e  t h i r d  o f  a ll fa m il ie s  a n d  

s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  in  th e  c o u n tr y  h a d  in c o m e s  o f le s s  

t h a n  $ 75 0  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  1 9 3 5 -3 6 . T h is  f in d in g  is  

p ro v o c a t iv e  o f  m a n y  q u e s t io n s . W h e re  d id  th e s e  

p e o p le  liv e ?  W h a t  w e re  th e i r  o c c u p a t io n s ?  H o w  

m a n y  o f th e m  w e re  d e p e n d e n t  o n  re lie f  a t  so m e  t im e  

d u r in g  th e  y e a r?  H o w  d id  th e y  c o m p a re  w i th  th e  

o th e r  tw o - th i rd s  o f  th e  N a t io n ?

A n sw e rs  to  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  a re  p ro v id e d  b y  th e  n e x t  

th r e e  c h a r t s .  I n  c h a r t  6 th e  39 m illio n  c o n s u m e r  u n i t s  

a re  d iv id e d  in to  th r e e  e q u a l  g ro u p s , a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  

size  o f  th e i r  in c o m e s . W i th in  e a c h  th i r d ,  t h e  13 m illio n  

fa m ilie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a re  d iv id e d  in to  th o s e  

w ho  re c e iv e d  n o  re lie f  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  a n d  th o s e  w h o

P R O P O R T I O N  O F  N A T I O N 'S  C O N S U M E R  U N I T S  R E C E I V I N G  

E A C H  T E N T H  O F  A G G R E G A T E  I N C O M E

1 9 3 5 - 3 6

IN C O M E

H IG H E S T

T E N T H

N I N T H

E I G H T H

S E V E N T H

S I X T H

F I F T H

F O U R T H

T H IR D

S E C O N D

L O W E S T

T E N T H

IO  0
P E R C E N T

B A S E D  O N  T A B L E  2 B

IN C O M E  R A N G E

$ 1 4 , 6 0 0  a  O V E R

4 9 0 0  -  1 4 ,6 0 0  

3 1 0 0  -  4 9 0 0  

2 3 7 5  -  3 1 0 0  

1 9 5 0  -  2 3 7 5  

1 6 1 0  -  1 9 5 0  

1 3 2 0  -  1 6  I 0  

1 0 4 0  -  1 3 2 0  

7 6 0  -  1 0 4 0  

U N D E R  $ 7 6 0

O  10  2 0  3 0  4 0
P E R C E N T

F A M I L I E S  A N D  S IN G L E  I N D I V I D U A L S

Cha kt  5

T h is  c h a r t m a y  b e  r e a d  e ith e r  b y  le n g th  o f b a rs  o r b y  s y m b o ls
E a c h  d o lla r  s y m b o l  r e p r e s e n ts  1 p e r c e n t  o f  a g g r e g a te  in c o m e  o f a l l  fa m ilie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  or $ 5 9 2 ,5 8 6 ,2 8 0
E a c h  fig u r e  s y m b o l  r e p r e s e n ts  1 p e r c e n t o f  a l l  fa m ilie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  o r  3 9 4 ,5 8 3  c o n su m e r  u n it s
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d id  re c e iv e  so m e  fo rm  o f w o rk  re lie f  o r  d ir e c t  re lie f  f ro m  

e i th e r  a  p u b l ic  o r  a  p r iv a te  a g e n c y . T h e  n o n re lie f  

fa m ilie s ,  in  tu r n ,  a r e  f u r th e r  d iv id e d  a c c o rd in g  to  size  

o f  fa m ily ,  a n d  th e  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a c c o rd in g  to  sex . 

I n  c h a r t  7 th e  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  a re  re c la ss if ie d  a c c o rd ­

in g  to  t h e  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  in  w h ic h  t h e y  l iv e d , a n d  

in  c h a r t  8  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p  to  w h ic h  

th e y  b e lo n g e d .7

I n  c o n s id e r in g  th e  g ro u p  c la ss if ied  a s  re c e iv in g  re lie f, 

i t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  m a n y  o f  th e s e  fa m il ie s  a n d  

s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w e re  d e p e n d e n t  o n  re lie f  fo r  p a r t  o f 

th e  y e a r  o n ly — so m e  fo r  a  v e ry  s h o r t  t im e . E a rn in g s  

f ro m  r e g u la r  e m p lo y m e n t  a n d  in c o m e  f ro m  o th e r  

s o u rc e s  th u s  s u p p le m e n te d  t h e  in c o m e  re c e iv e d  a s  w o rk  

re l ie f  e a rn in g s  o r  a s  d ir e c t  re lie f , a n d  in  m a n y  c a se s  th is  

n o n re l ie f  in c o m e  a c c o u n te d  fo r  m o s t  o f  th e  in c o m e  r e ­

c e iv e d  d u r in g  th e  y e a r .  I t  s h o u ld  a lso  b e  n o te d  t h a t  

in  th e  o c c u p a t io n a l  c la ss if ic a tio n  th e  fa m ilie s  a re  

g ro u p e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  o c c u p a t io n  f ro m  w h ic h  th e  

la r g e s t  a m o u n t  o f  a ll fa m ily  e a rn in g s  w a s  d e r iv e d , 

r a th e r  t h a n  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  o c c u p a t io n  o f  th e  p r in c ip a l  

e a rn e r . T h e  b a s is  fo r  th e  c la ss if ic a tio n s  u s e d  in  th e  

th r e e  c h a r t s  a n d  th e  v a r ia t io n s  in  in c o m e s  a m o n g  th e  

d if fe re n t  g ro u p s  a re  c o n s id e re d  m o re  fu lly  in  l a t e r  

se c tio n s  o f  th e  r e p o r t .8

The Lower Third

W h e n  a ll c o n s u m e r u n i ts  a re  g ro u p e d  in to  e x a c t  

th i rd s ,  w e  f in d  t h a t  th e  lo w e r t h i r d  re c e iv e d  in c o m e s  o f

7 C lass if ic a tio n  o f s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  o f r e lie f  fa m ilie s  b y  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n it y  an d  

b y  o c c u p a tio n  w a s  n o t  p o ss ib le  w i th  th e  a v a ila b le  d a ta . S ee p .  16 a n d  A p p e n d ix  A , 

p p .6 6 a n d  67.

8 F or  d e fin it io n s  o f  r e lie f  g rou p s  a n d  o th er  cla ss if ica tion s , see  A p p e n d ix  A ,  se c . 1.

F A M I L I E S  A N D  S I N G L E  I N D I V I D U A L S  I N  E A C H  T H I R D  O F  N A T I O N

1 9 3 5 - 3 6

N O T  R E C E I V I N G  R E L I E F

L O W E R  T H I R D  M I D D L E  T H I R D  U P P E R  T H I R D

I N C O M E S  U N D E R  $ 7 8 0  I N C O M E S  O F  $ 7 8 0 - $ l 4 5 0  I N C O M E S  O F  $ 1 4 5 0  a  O V E R

0

H  M E N

t i l l  l l l i t i  i i

0

H  W O M E N

t i l l  i i i  i

n  F A M I L I E S

1 1 !  2  P E R S O N S

l i t i  i i i i i  i i

3 - 4  P E R S O N S

i i i i i  i i i i i  h i  i i

5 - 6  P E R S O N S
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le ss  t h a n  $ 780  d u r in g  1 9 3 5 -36 . A s th e  th r e e  c h a r t s  

in d ic a te ,  th e s e  13 m illio n  fa m il ie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  

a re  n o t  a  d is t in c t  a n d  u n u s u a l  g ro u p ;  t h e y  in c lu d e  a ll 

ty p e s  o f  c o n s u m e r  u n i ts ,  l iv in g  in  a ll ty p e s  o f  c o m m u ­

n i ty ,  a n d  b e lo n g in g  to  a ll o f t h e  m a jo r  o c c u p a t io n a l  

c la ss if ic a tio n s . T h e y  d if fe r  fr o m  th e  o th e r  tw o  th i r d s  o f 

th e  N a t io n  p r in c ip a l ly  in  th e  la r g e r  p ro p o r t io n  re c e iv ­

in g  re l ie f  a t  so m e  t im e  d u r in g  th e  y e a r ,  in  th e  la rg e r  

n u m b e r  l iv in g  o n  fa rm s , a n d  in  th e  sm a ll  n u m b e r  fo u n d  

in  p ro fe ss io n a l, b u s in e s s , a n d  c le ric a l o c c u p a tio n s .

A lth o u g h  a lm o s t  4  m il lio n  fa m il ie s  a n d  s in g le  in d i ­

v id u a ls  in  th i s  lo w e r t h i r d  w e re  d e p e n d e n t  o n  re lie f  fo r  

a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  th e  y e a r ,  fu l ly  70  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  to ta l  

n u m b e r— t h a t  is, a  l i t t le  o v e r  9 m illio n — re c e iv e d  n o  

a s s is ta n c e  o f  a n y  k in d  f ro m  a  re lie f  a g e n c y . A b o u t

1 ,70 0 ,000  o f th i s  n o n re lie f  g ro u p  w e re  in d e p e n d e n t  

s in g le  m e n  l iv in g  a lo n e  o r  a s  lo d g e rs ;  a lm o s t  th e  sa m e  

n u m b e r— 1 ,6 0 0 ,0 0 0 — w e re  s in g le  w o m e n ; a n d  5 ,90 0 ,000  

w e re  fa m il ie s  o f  2 o r  m o re  p e rso n s .

S o m e w h a t  m o re  t h a n  h a l f  o f  th e s e  n o n re lie f  fa m ilie s  

l iv e d  o n  f a rm s  o r  in  r u r a l  c o m m u n it ie s  o f  less  t h a n  2 ,5 0 0  

p o p u la t io n ,  a n d  a b o u t  o n e -s ix th — ju s t  1 m illio n — liv e d  

in  c i t ie s  o f  100 ,000  p o p u la t io n  o r  m o re .  A c c o rd in g  to  

o c c u p a t io n , th e s e  fa m il ie s  w e re  a lm o s t  e q u a lly  d iv id e d  

b e tw e e n  w a g e  e a rn e r s  a n d  fa rm e rs , w i th  o n ly  o n e - 

f i f th — 1 ,200 ,000  in  a ll— in  o th e r  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s .

A s  c h a r t  5 h a s  a lr e a d y  ro u g h ly  sh o w n , th e  s h a re  o f 

th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  re c e iv e d  b y  th is  lo w e r t h i r d  o f 

th e  N a t io n  w a s  j u s t  o v e r  10 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  $59 

b illio n . T h e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e  o f  th e  g ro u p — t h a t  is, 

th e  m e a n  in c o m e  o f  th e  13 m illio n  c o n s u m e r  u n i t s —  

w a s  $471.

The Middle Third

T h e  m id d le  t h i r d  o f th e  N a t io n  in c lu d e d  th e  13 m il ­

l io n  fa m il ie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  re c e iv in g  f ro m  $ 780  

to  $ 1 ,450  d u r in g  th e  y e a r .  O n ly  13 p e r c e n t  o f  th e s e  

c o n s u m e r u n i ts ,  o r  a b o u t  1 ,70 0 ,000 , w e re  d e p e n d e n t  

o n  re lie f  a t  so m e  t im e  d u r in g  th e  y e a r .  I n  t h e  n o n -  

re lie f  g ro u p  th e re  w e re  m o re  s in g le  m e n  a n d  fe w e r 

s in g le  w o m e n  th a n  in  th e  lo w e r th i r d ,  tw ic e  a s  m a n y  

fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  la rg e  c it ie s  a n d  m e tro p o lis e s , a n d  

m o re  t h a n  tw ic e  a s  m a n y  fa m il ie s  in  th e  c le r ic a l,  b u s i ­

n e ss , a n d  p ro fe s s io n a l  g ro u p s .

T h e  t o ta l  in c o m e  re c e iv e d  b y  all c o n s u m e r u n i ts  

in  th is  “ m id d le  c la s s ”  a m o u n te d  to  24 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  

a g g re g a te  in c o m e . T h e  a v e ra g e  (m e a n ) in c o m e  p e r 

c o n su m e r u n i t  w a s  $1 ,076 .

The Upper Third

T h e  u p p e r  13 m illio n  c o n s u m e r  u n i t s  c o v e re d  a  w id e  

ra n g e  o f in c o m e s , e x te n d in g  f ro m  $1 ,450  to  o v e r  a  m il-
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1 0 N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m it te e

l io n  d o lla r s .  T h e  g r e a t  m a jo r i ty  o f th is  u p p e r  t h i r d —  

o v e r  8 0  p e r c e n t— w e re -n o n re lie f  fa m ilie s . O n ly  a  sm a ll 

n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  t h a t  re c e iv e d  w o rk  re l ie f  o r  d ir e c t  

re lie f  a t  so m e  t im e  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  h a d  in c o m e s  t h a t  

b r o u g h t  th e m  o v e r  th e  $ 1 ,450  l in e , w h e n  e a rn in g s  f ro m  

r e g u la r  e m p lo y m e n t  a n d  in c o m e  f ro m  a ll o th e r  so u rc e s  

w e re  a d d e d  to g e th e r .  N o  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w ho  

re c e iv e d  a n y  re l ie f  h a d  in c o m e s  su ff ic ie n t to  b r in g  th e m  

in to  th i s  g ro u p . T h e  n u m b e r  o f n o n re lie f  s in g le  in ­

d iv id u a ls  w a s  s m a lle r  t h a n  in  th e  m id d le  a n d  lo w e r 

th i rd s .  T h is  w a s  p a r t ic u la r ly  t r u e  o f s in g le  w o m e n ; 

o n ly  o n e -s ix th  o f th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f n o n re lie f  s in g le  

w o m e n  w e re  in  th e  u p p e r  th i r d ,  w h ile  m o re  t h a n  h a lf  

w e re  in  th e  lo w e r th i rd .

W h e n  w e  c o m p a re  th e  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  th e  th r e e  

in c o m e  g ro u p s  a c c o rd in g  to  s iz e  o f  fa m ily , w e  f in d  t h a t  

fa m ilie s  o f  th r e e  to  s ix  p e r s o n s  sh o w  th e  la r g e s t  p r o p o r ­

t io n  in  th e  u p p e r  th i r d .  A s c h a r t  6 in d ic a te s ,  tw o - 

p e rso n  fa m il ie s  a r e  a b o u t  e q u a lly  d iv id e d  a m o n g  th e  

th r e e  th i r d s ,  w h ile  th e  th r e e -  to  fo u r -p e rs o n  fa m il ie s  

a n d  th o s e  o f  f iv e  to  s ix  p e r s o n s  a r e  tw ic e  a s  n u m e ro u s  

in  th e  u p p e r  a s  in  t h e  lo w e r g ro u p . T h is  d iffe re n c e  is  

p ro b a b ly  d u e  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  la r g e r  fa m ilie s  a re  

lik e ly  to  h a v e  m o re  e a rn e r s  t h a n  th e  tw o -p e rs o n  fa m ilie s , 

a n d  th e  a g e  o f th e  p r in c ip a l  e a rn e r ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n tly  

h is  in c o m e , is  a p t  to  b e  g re a te r .

W i th  th e  fa m il ie s  o f se v e n  o r  m o re  p e r so n s , h o w e v e r,  

th is  te n d e n c y  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  a s  s t ro n g ly .  S in c e  h a lf  

o f th e s e  la rg e  fa m il ie s  l iv e d  o n  fa rm s , t h e i r  in c o m e s  le ss  

f r e q u e n t ly  p la c e d  th e m  in  t h e  u p p e r  t h i r d .9 F u r t h e r ­

m o re , m a n y  o f t h e  la rg e  fa m il ie s  w i th  in c o m e s  o f  less  

t h a n  $ 78 0  h a d  to  d e p e n d  o n  re l ie f  a t  so m e  t im e  d u r in g  

th e  y e a r ,  a n d  t h e y  th e re fo re  a p p e a r  in  th e  c h a r t  w ith  

th e  2 y2 m il lio n  re lie f  fa m il ie s  fo u n d  in  th e  lo w e r th i r d .  

I f  i t  h a d  b e e n  p o s s ib le  to  d iv id e  t h e  re l ie f  g ro u p  a c c o rd ­

in g  to  s iz e  o f  fa m ily ,  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  la rg e  fa m ilie s  

in  th e  lo w e r in c o m e  g ro u p  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  m o re  

c le a rly  e v id e n t .

T h e  c o n t r a s t  b e tw e e n  th e  in c o m e s  o f f a rm  a n d  c i ty  

d w e lle rs  is  s t r ik in g ly  sh o w n  in  c h a r t  7 . O f th e  w h o le  

g ro u p  o f 7 ,5 00 ,0 0 0  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  l iv in g  in  la rg e  

c it ie s  a n d  m e tro p o lis e s ,  m o re  t h a n  4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 — t h a t  is, 

58 p e r c e n t— a re  fo u n d  in  th e  u p p e r  th i r d .  O n ly  27 

p e r c e n t  o f  th e  6 ,2 00 ,0 0 0  n o n re lie f  f a r m  fa m ilie s , h o w ­

e v e r, h a d  in c o m e s  a s  h ig h  a s  $ 1 ,45 0 . I n  c h a r t  8  th e  

in c o m e s  o f th e  v a r io u s  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  a r e  s im ila r ly  

c o n tr a s te d .  A lm o s t  80  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n re l ie f  fa m il ie s  

in  t h e  p ro fe s s io n a l  g ro u p  a r e  fo u n d  in  t h e  u p p e r  th i r d ,  

a n d  63 p e r c e n t  o f t h e  b u s in e s s  a n d  th e  c le ric a l  g ro u p s , 

a s  c o m p a re d  w i th  35  p e r c e n t  o f  w a g e -e a rn in g  fa m ilie s  

a n d  2 7  p e r c e n t  o f f a r m  fa m ilie s .

9 F or  d isc u ss io n  o f in c o m e s  o f fa m ilie s o f  d iffe re n t s iz e s , see  p p . 20 to  22.
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C o n s u m e r  I n c o m e s 1 1

I n  in te r p r e t in g  th o s e  f ig u re s  fo r  n o n re lie f  fam ilie s , 

i t  s h o u ld  b e  b o rn e  in  m in d  t h a t  i f  fa m il ie s  re c e iv in g  

re l ie f  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  h a d  b e e n  in c lu d e d , t h e  p ro p o r t io n s  

fo u n d  in  th e  u p p e r  t h i r d  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  s o m e w h a t  

lo w e r fo r  e a c h  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p , a n d  d is t in c t ly  lo w e r 

fo r  th e  w a g e -e a rn in g  g ro u p .  M o re  t h a n  h a l f  o f  th e

4 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0  re lie f  fa m il ie s  b e lo n g e d  in  w a g e -e a rn in g  

o c c u p a t io n s ,  a n d  th e i r  in c lu s io n  in  t h e  p ic tu r e  w o u ld  

h a v e  m a rk e d ly  in c re a s e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  w a g e -e a rn in g  

fa m ilie s  in  th e  lo w e r t h i r d ,  w i th o u t  a p p re c ia b ly  a ffe c tin g  

t h e  n u m b e r  in  t h e  u p p e r  th i r d .  I t  s h o u ld  a lso  b e  k e p t  

in  m in d  t h a t  m a n y  o f  th e s e  n o n re lie f  w a g e -e a rn in g  

fa m il ie s  h a d  s e v e ra l  e a rn e r s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  fa m ily  

in c o m e  in c lu d e s  th e  e a rn in g s  o f  a ll m e m b e rs , a s  w e ll a s  

in c o m e  f ro m  o th e r  so u rc e s .

T h e  t o t a l  in c o m e  re c e iv e d  b y  a l l  o f th e  13 m illio n  

c o n s u m e r  u n i t s  i n  th i s  to p  t h i r d  o f  th e  N a t io n  w a s  

$39  b ill io n — a b o u t  66  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  

o f a l l  fa m il ie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls .  T h e  a v e ra g e  

(m e a n ) in c o m e  o f th e  g ro u p  a s  a  w h o le  w a s  th u s  j u s t  

u n d e r  $ 3 ,0 0 0 . T h is  a v e ra g e ,  h o w e v e r,  c o v e rs  s u c h  

w id e ly  d iv e rg e n t  in c o m e s  t h a t  i t  h a s  l i t t l e  m e a n in g . 

M o s t  o f  t h e  fa m il ie s  in  t h e  n o n re lie f  w a g e -e a rn e r  g ro u p  

w e re  c o n c e n t r a te d  to w a r d  t h e  lo w e r e n d  o f  t h e  in c o m e  

r a n g e , w i th  t h e  a v e ra g e  fo r  th e  g ro u p  a m o u n t in g  to  

a b o u t  $ 2 ,1 0 0 . F o r  th e  c le ric a l  g ro u p  o f n o n re lie f  

fa m il ie s  th e  a v e ra g e  w a s  a b o u t  $ 2 ,5 0 0 , a n d  fo r  th e  f a rm  

g ro u p , a b o u t  $ 2 ,6 0 0 — s ti l l  w e ll u n d e r  t h e  a v e ra g e  fo r  

t h e  w h o le  th i r d .  F a m il ie s  in  b u s in e s s  a n d  p ro fe ss io n a l  

g ro u p s , o n  t h e  o th e r  h a n d ,  w e re  s c a t t e r e d  th r o u g h  th e  

fu l l  r a n g e  o f  t h e  in c o m e  sc a le , a n d  t h e  h ig h  in c o m e s  o f  

th o s e  a t  th e  to p  b r o u g h t  t h e  a v e ra g e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  g ro u p  

to  m o re  t h a n  $ 4 ,4 0 0 , a n d  t h a t  fo r  t h e  se c o n d  g ro u p  to  

n e a r ly  $5 ,000 .

V a r ia t io n s  in  R e a l  In c o m e s

T h e  d is c u ss io n  th u s  f a r  h a s  c o n s id e re d  th e  in c o m e s  o f 

c o n s u m e rs  e n t i r e ly  in  te r m s  o f  d o lla r s  a n d  c e n ts . B u t  

i t  is  o b v io u s  t h a t  th e s e  d o l la r  f ig u re s  d o  n o t  g iv e  a  t r u e  

m e a s u re  o f  th e  v a r ia t io n s  in  re a l  in c o m e  a m o n g  th e  

A m e r ic a n  p e o p le . D if fe re n c e s  in  c o s t  o f l iv in g  in  

d if fe re n t  c o m m u n it ie s , in  m o d e s  o f  l iv in g  o f  d if fe re n t  

g ro u p s  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n ,  in  th e  n u m b e r  o f  p e rso n s  

d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  in c o m e  a n d  in  th e i r  in d iv id u a l  n e e d s , 

m u s t  a lso  b e  t a k e n  in to  a c c o u n t .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  i t  is  

n o t  p o s s ib le  to  a d ju s t  th e  d o l la r  f ig u re s  to  a llo w  fo r  

th e s e  v a r io u s  fa c to r s .  B u t  th e  n e e d  fo r  s u c h  a d ju s t ­

m e n t  m u s t  c o n t in u o u s ly  b e  k e p t  in  m in d  in  in te r p r e t in g  

t h e  f in d in g s  o f  th e  s tu d y .

T h is  w a rn in g  is , o f  c o u rs e , p a r t ic u la r ly  a p p ro p r ia te  

in  c o m p a r in g  t h e  in c o m e s  o f  th e  f a r m  p o p u la t io n  w i th  

th o s e  o f  fa m il ie s  l iv in g  in  c it ie s .  A n  in c o m e  o f $ 965—  

th e  m e d ia n  d o l la r  in c o m e  sh o w n  b y  th e  s tu d y  fo r  a ll  

n o n re l ie f  f a rm  fa m il ie s  10— o b v io u s ly  w o u ld  p ro v id e  a

i° S e e  ta b le  7.

d is t in c t ly  d if fe re n t  s t a n d a r d  o f l iv in g  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  

th e  a v e ra g e  c i ty  fa m ily . I n s o fa r  a s  t h e  f a r m  in c o m e  

is  u s e d  to  b u y  g o o d s  a n d  se rv ic e s  in  th e  r e t a i l  m a r k e t ,  

i t  p ro v id e s  s o m e w h a t  m o re  t h a n  i t  w o u ld  fo r  t h e  c i ty  

fa m ily , s in c e  r e t a i l  p ric e s  t e n d  to  b e  s o m e w h a t  lo w e r 

in  s m a lle r  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  a lso  s o m e w h a t  lo w e r in  

th e  S o u th ,  w h e re  o n e -h a lf  o f  t h e  N a t io n ’s  f a r m  fa m il ie s  

l iv e .11 A n d  in s o fa r  a s  i t  r e p re s e n ts  t h e  e s t im a te d  

v a lu e  o f  fo o d , fu e l a n d  h o u s in g  p ro v id e d  b y  th e  fa rm  

fo r th e  f a m ily ’s  u se , i t  a lso  m e a n s  m o re  in  te r m s  of 

a c tu a l  l iv in g  s t a n d a r d s .11 12

I n  a d d i t io n ,  th i s  d o l la r  in c o m e  is  s u p p le m e n te d  fo r  

th e  a v e ra g e  f a r m  fa m ily  b y  a  la r g e r  v o lu m e  o f u n p a id  

se rv ic e s  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  h o u se w ife  a n d  o th e r  m e m ­

b e r s  o f  t h e  fa m ily — se rv ic e s  w h ic h  a p p re c ia b ly  re d u c e  

th e  a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  t h a t  m u s t  b e  s p e n t  fo r  fo o d , 

c lo th in g , a n d  o th e r  i te m s  in  th e  fa m ily  b u d g e t .  O n  th e  

o th e r  h a n d ,  th e  n u m b e r  o f  p e rs o n s  to  b e  s u p p o r te d  b y  

th e  fa m ily  in c o m e  is  la rg e r ,  o n  t h e  a v e ra g e , fo r  f a rm  

fa m il ie s  t h a n  fo r  t h e  u r b a n  o r  r u r a l  n o n fa rm  p o p u la ­

t io n .13 * O n  th e  w h o le , i t  se e m s p ro b a b le  t h a t  th e  

a d v a n ta g e s  in  l iv in g  c o s ts  a c c ru in g  to  f a rm  fa m il ie s  a re  

n o t  su ffic ie n t to  o ffs e t th e  fu ll a m o u n t  o f  d if fe re n c e  

fo u n d  b e tw e e n  th e i r  in c o m e s  a n d  th o s e  o f  o th e r  g ro u p s . 

B e y o n d  th e s e  d if fe re n c e s  in  m o n e y  in c o m e s  a n d  c o s ts  

o f l iv in g  th e r e  a re ,  o f  c o u rs e , m a n y  d iffe re n c e s  in  th e  

s a t is f a c t io n s  d e r iv e d  f ro m  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  m o d e s  o f 

l iv in g  w h ic h  c a n n o t  p o ss ib ly  b e  e v a lu a te d  in  m o n e ta ry  

te rm s .

I n  c o m p a r in g  t h e  in c o m e s  o f  o th e r  g ro u p s  o f  t h e  

p o p u la t io n ,  d if fe re n c e s  in  re a l  in c o m e  s im ila r  in  k in d  

to  th o s e  b e tw e e n  f a r m  a n d  n o n fa rm  fa m ilie s , a l th o u g h  

le ss  im p o r ta n t  in  d e g re e , m u s t  b e  b o r n e  in  m in d . T h u s  

th e  d e m a n d s  u p o n  th e  in c o m e s  o f  w a g e -e a rn in g  fa m ilie s  

te n d ,  o n  t h e  a v e ra g e , to  b e  s o m e w h a t  h ig h e r  t h a n  th o s e  

o f w h ite -c o lla r  g ro u p s , o w in g  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  

a v e ra g e  s iz e  o f  fa m ily  is  s o m e w h a t  g re a te r ,  a n d  a lso  

b e c a u s e  t h e  h e a v ie r  p h y s ic a l  la b o r  in v o lv e d  in  w ag e - 

e a rn in g  o c c u p a t io n s  in c re a se s  th e  a m o u n t  w h ic h  m u s t  

b e  s p e n t  fo r  fo o d .11 T h e  la r g e r  a v e ra g e  in c o m e  sh o w n  

fo r  th e  c le ric a l  g ro u p , o n  t h e  o th e r  h a n d ,  is  p a r t i a l ly  

o ffs e t b y  t h e  h ig h e r  p r o p o r t io n  o f  c le ric a l fa m ilie s  l iv in g  

in  c it ie s  o f  1 00 ,000  p o p u la t io n  a n d  o v e r ,15 w h e re  a v e ra g e  

l iv in g  c o s ts  a r e  r e la t iv e ly  h ig h .

T h e  d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  d o l la r  in c o m e s  a n d  re a l  in ­

c o m e s  is  p a r t i c u la r ly  s ig n if ic a n t  w h e n  w e  c o m p a re  th e  

in c o m e s  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  o f  fa m il ie s  o f d if fe re n t

11 F or  c o m p a r a tiv e  figu r es  o n  c o st  o f  l iv in g  b y  s iz e  o f  c i ty  a n d  b y  r e gion , se e  N a t io n a l  

In d u str ia l C on fer en c e B o a r d , T h e  C o st o f  L iv in g  in  59 C o m m u n itie s ,  C on feren ce  

B o ar d  B u lle tin ,  v o l .  X I ,  N o . 9 , J u ly  31 ,1937. N o  c o m p a r a tiv e  f igures for c o st  o f  l iv in g  

in  rural c o m m u n it ie s  are a v a ila b le .
12 F or  e x p la n a tio n  o f m e th o d  u se d  in  e v a lu a t in g  th e se  it e m s  o f in c o m e , se e  A p p e n d ix  

A , p . 41.

13 S ee ta b le  7.
1* D a t a  from  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n su m e r  P u r ch ase s s h o w , in  ge ner al, a  s o m e w h a t h ig h e r  

e x p e n d itu r e  for fo o d  b y  w ag e -e a rn ing  fa m ilie s th a n  b y  fa m ilie s in  o th er  o c c u p a tio n s  

in  s im ila r  c o m m u n itie s , w h e n  in c o m e  a n d  fa m ily  c o m p o sitio n  are h e ld  o o n s ta n t.

is S ee ta b le  33B .
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A V E R A G E  IN C O M E S  A N D  P E R  C A P IT A  IN C O M E S  
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IN C O M E  P E R  F A M IL Y  IN C O M E

N O T  R E C E IV IN G  R E L IE F  O R  S IN G L E  IN D IV ID U A L  P E R  C A P IT A

S IN G L E  IN D IV ID U A L S

FAM ILIES

R E C E I V I N G  S O M E  R E L I E F

B A S E D  O N  T A B L E  5 8  E A C H  D IS C  R E P R E S E N T S  * 2 0 0  O F  A V E R A G E  ( M E A N )  IN C O M E  F O R  T H E  Y E A R

Cha r t  9

sizes . A s c h a r t  9 in d ic a te s ,  th e  a v e ra g e  (m e a n ) in ­

c o m e s  o f  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  a n d  in d iv id u a ls  sh o w n  b y  

th is  s t u d y  in c re a s e d  o n ly  m o d e r a te ly  w i th  th e  in c re a se  

in  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e rs o n s  s u p p o r te d  b y  th e  in c o m e , 

v a r y in g  f ro m  $ 1 ,1 8 8  fo r  s in g le  w o m e n  a n d  $1 ,331  fo r  

s in g le  m e n  to  $ 1 ,9 0 5  fo r  fa m il ie s  o f f iv e  to  s ix  p e rs o n s . 

W i th  t h e  la r g e r  fa m il ie s  o f se v e n  o r  m o re  m e m b e rs , 

th e  a v e ra g e  d ro p p e d  b a c k  to  $ 1 ,787  fo r  re a s o n s  a lr e a d y  

m e n tio n e d .16

W h e n  th e s e  a v e ra g e  fa m ily  in c o m e s  a re  r e d u c e d  to  a  

p e r  c a p i ta  b a s is , t h e  fa i lu re  o f th e  in c o m e  to  k e e p  p a c e  

w ith  th e  n e e d s  o f  th e  fa m ily  is  s t i l l  m o re  c le a rly  r e ­

v e a le d . A s th e  s y m b o ls  o n  th e  r ig h t  o f  th e  c h a r t  

s h o w  ro u g h ly , th e  p e r  c a p i ta  in c o m e  a m o u n te d  to  $774 

fo r  tw o -p e rs o n  fa m ilie s , a n d  d e c re a s e d  s h a rp ly  fo r  th e

16 S e e  p . 10.

tw o  in te r m e d ia te  s iz es  to  $221 fo r  fa m il ie s  o f  se v e n  o r  

m o re  p e rso n s . F o r  fa m il ie s  t h a t  re c e iv e d  re l ie f  a t  

so m e  t im e  d u r in g  th e  y e a r ,  a v e ra g in g  4 .5  p e rs o n s  in  

s ize , th e  in c o m e  a v a i la b le  p e r  fa m ily  m e m b e r  w a s  $165.

N o w  i t  is  o b v io u s  t h a t  t h e  c o s ts  o f m a in ta in in g  a  g iv e n  

s t a n d a r d  o f l iv in g  d o  n o t  in c re a s e  in  d ir e c t  p ro p o r t io n  

to  th e  n u m b e r  o f p e r so n s  d e p e n d e n t  o n  th e  in c o m e . 

W h ile  tw o  c a n n o t  liv e  a s  c h e a p ly  a s  o n e , o r  fo u r  a s 

c h e a p ly  a s  tw o , y e t  th e  v a r io u s  e c o n o m ie s  in  l iv in g  

e x p e n se s  p o s s ib le  in  th e  la rg e r  h o u se h o ld  re d u c e  in  

c o n s id e ra b le  m e a s u re  th e  a m o u n t  o f a d d i t io n a l  in c o m e  

r e q u ire d  fo r  e a c h  a d d i t io n a l  m e m b e r . T h e  c o n t r a s t  

sh o w n  in  c h a r t  9 b e tw e e n  th e  p e r  c a p i ta  in c o m e s  o f 

s in g le  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  a n d  o f tw o -p e rso n  fa m il ie s  m a y  

p e rh a p s  b e  la rg e ly  in te r p r e te d  in  te r m s  o f th e s e  d if fe r ­

e n c e s in  c o s t  o f l iv in g — e sp e c ia l ly  w h e n  a llo w a n c e  is 

m a d e  fo r  th e  r e d u c t io n  in  fa m ily  l iv in g  e x p e n se s  d u e  

to  th e  h o u se w ife ’s  s e rv ic e s .I6a B u t  fo r  fa m il ie s  o f th r e e  

o r  m o re  m e m b e rs , i t  is  e v id e n t  t h a t  th e  a v e ra g e  le v e l 

o f  l iv in g  fe ll a s  th e  size  o f fa m ily  in c re a s e d . A lth o u g h  

a  la rg e  p r o p o r t io n  o f th e s e  h o u s e h o ld s  in c lu d e d  y o u n g  

c h ild re n , w h o se  c o s ts  o f m a in te n a n c e  a re  lo w e r t h a n  

fo r  th e  a v e ra g e  a d u l t ,  t h e  s h a rp n e s s  o f th e  d ro p  in  p e r  

c a p i ta  in c o m e s  c le a rly  su g g e s ts  a  d ro p  in  re a l  in c o m e .

T h e s e  e x a m p le s  o f d if fe re n c e s  in  a p p a r e n t  a n d  re a l  

in c o m e s  se rv e  to  i l lu s t r a te  th e  n e e d  fo r  c a u t io n  in  

d ra w in g  h a r d  a n d  f a s t  c o m p a r is o n s  b e tw e e n  th e  in c o m e  

fig u re s  fo r  d if fe re n t  c o n s u m e r g ro u p s  sh o w n  in  th is  

r e p o r t .  T h is  c a u t io n  is  a ll t h e  m o re  n e e d e d  b e c a u s e  o f 

th e  f a c t  t h a t  m o s t  o f th e  f ig u re s  p re s e n te d  a re  fo r  

b ro a d  g ro u p s  o f th e  p o p u la t io n ;  if  re l ia b le  e s t im a te s  

w e re  a v a i la b le  fo r  th e  f in e r  c ro ss -c la s s if ic a t io n s , so m e  

o f  th e  d iffe re n c e s  in  in c o m e  w o u ld  b e  a c c o u n te d  fo r  

m o re  c le a rly .

I n  c o n s id e r in g  th e  f in d in g s  o f th e  s tu d y ,  m a n y  r e a d e r s  

w ill d o u b tle s s  w ish  to  c o m p a re  th e s e  e s t im a te s  o f 1935— 

36 in c o m e s  w i th  v a r io u s  e x is t in g  s t a n d a r d s  o f in c o m e  

a d e q u a c y . I n  m a k in g  s u c h  c o m p a r is o n s  i t  is  p a r t i c ­

u la r ly  im p o r ta n t  to  b e a r  in  m in d  th e  w id e  v a r ia t io n s  

in  in c o m e  n e e d s  a m o n g  d if fe re n t  g ro u p s  o f th e  N a t io n ’s 

c o n su m e rs .

16a T h e s e  u n p a id  se r v ic e s  o f  th e  h o u se w ife  c o n sti tu te ,  o f  cou rse, a  v e r y  su b s ta n tia l  

c o n tr ib u tio n  t o  th e  r ea l in c o m e  o f th e  fa m ily ,  e v e n  th o u g h  i t  w a s  n o t c on s id e r ed  

fe as ib le  in  th is  s t u d y  to  ascribe  a n  im p u te d  m o n e y  v a lu e  to  th e m  a n d  in c lu d e  th e m  as  

a n  it e m  o f fa m ily  in c om e.



PART II

INCOM ES OF VARIOU S CONSUM ER GROUPS

T
H E  n a tio n a l  d is tr ib u tio n  of inco m e in  1935-36  d iscussed  in  P a r t  I  w as 

b u i l t  u p  fro m  th e  d is tr ib u tio n s  fo r  a  la rg e  n u m b e r o f c o m p o n e n t g rou p s . 

I n  P a r t  I I  th e  inco m es  o f th e s e  c o m p o n e n t g ro u p s  a re  a n a ly z e d , a n d  v a r ia ­

t io n s  a m o n g  th e ir  inco m e d is tr ib u tio n s  a re  p o in te d  o u t.

T h e  th re e  p r im a ry  g ro u p s  in to  w h ic h  a ll co n su m e r u n its  w ere d iv id e d  in  th e  

s tu d y  w ere  fam ilies , single  in d iv id u a ls , a n d  in s ti tu t io n a l  re s id e n ts . T h e  fa m ily  

c o n s is ts  o f tw o  o r m o re  p e rso n s  liv in g  to g e th e r  a s  one econom ic u n i t  a n d  d e p e n d e n t 

o n  a  c o m m o n  o r  poo led  incom e. T h e  b a sis  of th e  fa m ily  e s tim a te s  a n d  th e  s im ­

ila r it ie s  a n d  d ifferences in  th e  inco m es  o f fa m ilies  a re  d iscussed  in  se c tio n  1. T h e  

inco m es  of single  in d iv id u a ls— m e n  a n d  w o m en  liv in g  a lo n e  o r  a s  lod gers— a re  

co n sid ere d  in  se c tio n  2. I n s t i tu t io n a l  re s id e n ts— w hose inco m es  a re  n o t  in c lu d ed  

in  th e  n a tio n a l  d is tr ib u tio n  b y  inco m e leve l— a re  d iscussed  in  se c tio n  3.

1 3



SECTION I. INCOM ES OF FAM ILIES

T h e  B asis  o f  th e  F a m ily  E s tim a te s

T h e  g e n e ra l  m e th o d  fo llo w e d  in  p re p a r in g  th e  e s t i ­

m a te s  o f  f a m ily  in c o m e s  w a s  to  e x te n d  th e  f in d in g s  fo r  

fa m ilie s  in  s a m p le  a re a s  to  c o v e r a l l  fa m il ie s  in  th e  

U n i te d  S ta te s .  T h e  s te p s  in  th i s  p ro c e ss , i n  b r o a d  o u t ­

l in e , w e re :  (1 ) T o  s e c u re  d a t a  o n  in c o m e s  f ro m  a  la rg e  

s a m p le  o f  fa m il ie s ;  (2) T o  t a b u la t e  th e  s a m p le  d a t a  b y  

h o m o g e n e o u s  g ro u p s  o f fa m ilie s , a n d  to  c a lc u la te  fo r  

e a c h  g ro u p  th e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  fa m il ie s  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  

le v e l;  (3 ) T o  d iv id e  a ll fa m il ie s  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  in to  

h o m o g e n e o u s  g ro u p s  c o m p a ra b le  to  th o s e  in to  w h ic h  

th e  s a m p le  w a s  d iv id e d ;  (4) T o  o b ta in  a n  e s t im a te d  in ­

c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  e a c h  h o m o g e n e o u s  g ro u p  o f th e  

fa m ily  p o p u la t io n  b y  e x te n d in g  to  i t  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r i ­

b u t io n  o f  th e  c o m p a ra b le  s a m p le  g r o u p ;  (5) T o  a d ju s t  

th e  r e s u l ts  b y  a v a i la b le  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a ;  a n d  (6 ) T o  

b u i ld  u p  a n  e s t im a te d  n a t io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n ,  a n d  d is t r i ­

b u t io n s  fo r  m a jo r  c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p s , b y  c o m b in in g  th e  

a d ju s te d  f ig u re s  fo r  th e  v a r io u s  g ro u p s .

The Sample Data

A s p o in te d  o u t  in  P a r t  I ,  t h e  e s t im a te s  w e re  b a s e d  

p r im a r i ly  o n  d a t a  o n  fa m ily  in c o m e s  c o lle c te d  in  th e  

S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .1 T h e  fa m il ie s  i n te r ­

v ie w e d  in  th is  s t u d y  c o m p r is e d  a  b ro a d  s a m p le  o f 

A m e r ic a n  fa m il ie s  w ith  d iv e rs e  so c ia l a n d  e c o n o m ic  

c h a ra c te r is t ic s  l iv in g  in  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n i ty  in  

d if fe re n t  s e c tio n s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s .  T h e  in fo rm a ­

t io n  s e c u re d  f ro m  th e s e  fa m il ie s  w a s  c la ss if ied  s e p a r a te ly  

fo r  e a c h  h o m o g e n e o u s  g ro u p  o f fa m il ie s  h a v in g  s im ila r  

c h a ra c te r is t ic s  a s  to  s ize , o c c u p a t io n , re lie f  s t a tu s ,  a n d  

c o lo r  a n d  n a t i v i t y ,  a n d  l iv in g  in  th e  sa m e  ty p e  o f c o m ­

m u n i ty  a n d  g e o g ra p h ic a l  re g io n .

T h e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d a t a  w e re  o b ta in e d  f ro m  a p p ro x i ­

m a te ly  3 00 ,0 0 0  fa m il ie s  l iv in g  in  c it ie s  a n d  v illag e s  

a n d  o n  fa rm s  in  3 0  d if fe re n t  S ta te s .  I n  a ll,  66  fa rm  

c o u n tie s  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  t h e  s a m p le , 140 v illa g e s , a n d  

51 c it ie s ,  ra n g in g  in  s iz e  f ro m  9 ,0 00  p o p u la t io n  to  

m e tro p o lis e s  o f  m o re  t h a n  1 ,00 0 ,0 0 0 .1 2 T h e  g e o g ra p h ic  

d is t r ib u t io n  o f th e  s a m p le  u n i t s  is  sh o w n  b y  th e  a c c o m ­

1 F or  a  m o r e d e ta ile d  d e sc r ip tio n  o f th e  d a ta  from  th is  s tu d y , se e  A p p e n d ix  A ,  

se c . 2.

2 F o r  l is t  o f  s a m p le  c o m m u n it ie s ,  se e  ta b le  1A  a n d  A p p e n d ix  A , p p . 46-47.
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p a n y in g  m a p , c h a r t  10. I t  w ill b e  o b s e rv e d  t h a t  c e r ta in  

se c tio n s  o f  t h e  c o u n tr y ,  n o ta b ly  t h e  fo u r  S ta te s  in  th e  

S o u th w e s t ,  a re  n o t  r e p re s e n te d  b y  a n y  s a m p le  c o m ­

m u n it ie s . T h e  l im ita t io n s  o f  th e  s a m p le  in  th is  

r e s p e c t  w ill b e  d is c u ss e d  b elo w .

T h e  in f o r m a tio n  o n  in c o m e s  w a s  o b ta in e d  in  p e r s o n a l  

in te rv ie w s  w i th  t h e  fa m ilie s , th r o u g h  r a n d o m  h o u s e - to -  

h o u se  c a n v a s s in g . N a t iv e -w h i te  fa m il ie s  t h a t  c o n ­

t a in e d  b o th  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife  w e re  s a m p le d  m o s t  

in te n s iv e ly .  I n  a ll c itie s , h o w e v e r,  a n d  in  so m e  r u r a l  

c o m m u n itie s  a  s m a lle r  s a m p le  w a s  t a k e n  o f n a t iv e -  

w h ite  b ro k e n  fa m il ie s  a n d  o f fa m il ie s  b e lo n g in g  to  o th e r  

c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  g ro u p s . I n  a ll S o u th e rn  c o m m u n itie s  

a n d  in  tw o  la rg e  c itie s  in  th e  N o r th  C e n t r a l  re g io n , 

N e g ro  fa m il ie s  w i th  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife  w e re  s a m p le d  as 

in te n s iv e ly  a s  w e re  th e  n a t iv e -w h ite  fa m ilie s .

T h e  in c o m e  s c h e d u le  fo r  e a c h  fa m ily  c o v e re d  th e  

1 2 -m o n th  p e r io d  im m e d ia te ly  p re c e d in g  th e  i n t e r ­

v ie w  o r ,  in  so m e  c ases , a  s im ila r  p e r io d  e n d in g  1 o r  2 

m o n th s  b e fo re  th e  d a te  o f th e  in te rv ie w . A ll o f  th e  

fie ld  w o rk  w a s  c a r r ie d  o u t  d u r in g  1936, w i th  th e  

h e a v ie s t  v o lu m e  o f in te rv ie w in g  fa l lin g  in  th e  s u m m e r  

m o n th s .  T h e  t o t a l  p e r io d  c o v e re d  b y  th e  in c o m e  s c h e d ­

u le s , th e re fo re ,  fe ll w ith in  th e  y e a r s  1935 a n d  1936, 

a n d  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  s c h e d u le s  w e re  c o n c e n t r a te d  

in  th e  m id d le  o f th e  2 -y e a r  p e r io d . T h u s  th e  d a t a  a re  

in  th e  m a in  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f th e  12 m o n th s  fro m  J u ly  

1935 th r o u g h  J u n e  1936.

T h e  in f o r m a tio n  o b ta in e d  f ro m  e a c h  fa m ily  c o v e re d  

th e  a m o u n t  o f in c o m e  re c e iv e d  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  f ro m  a ll 

so u rc e s , s e p a r a te  e n t r ie s  b e in g  m a d e  o n  th e  sc h e d u le  fo r  

th e  in c o m e  f ro m  e a c h  so u rc e . T h e  in f o r m a tio n  o n  

m o n e y  in c o m e  c o v e re d  th e  e a rn in g s  o f e a c h  m e m b e r  o f 

th e  fa m ily  f r o m  e a c h  k in d  o f  w o rk  e n g a g e d  in  d u r in g  th e  

y e a r  a n d , in  a d d i t io n ,  in c o m e  f ro m  p ro fi ts ,  in t e r e s t ,  

d iv id e n d s , a n d  r e n ts ,  f ro m  p e n s io n s ,  a n n u it ie s ,  a n d  

b e n e fi ts , f r o m  g if ts  in  c a s h  in s o fa r  a s  th e s e  g if ts  w e re  

u s e d  fo r  c u r r e n t  fa m ily  e x p e n se s , a n d  f ro m  s e v e ra l  

m in o r  so u rc e s . E s t im a te s  w e re  a lso  m a d e  o f  t h e  v a lu e  

o f t h e  o c c u p a n c y  o f a n  o w n e d  h o m e  a n d  o f  r e n t  r e ­

c e iv e d  a s  p a y ,  a n d — fo r  r u r a l  fa m il ie s— o f h o m e -g ro w n  

fo o d  a n d  o th e r  f a rm  p r o d u c ts  u se d  b y  th e  fa m ily .
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C O M M U N IT IE S  C O V E R E D  IN  S T U D Y  O F  C O N S U M E R  P U R C H A S E S

T h e s e  v a r io u s  i te m s  o f m o n e y  a n d  n o n m o n e y  in c o m e  

w e re  a d d e d  to g e th e r  to  a r r iv e  a t  th e  t o t a l  in c o m e  o f t h e  

fa m ily . H o w e v e r , th e  in c o m e  sc h e d u le s  fo r  th o s e  

fa m il ie s  t h a t  h a d  re c e iv e d  d i r e c t  re lie f ,  e i th e r  in  c a s h  o r  

in  k in d , a t  so m e  t im e  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  d id  n o t  in c lu d e  

th e  v a lu e  o f  s u c h  d i r e c t  re l ie f , a l th o u g h  th e  a m o u n t  o f 

w o rk  re lie f  e a rn in g s  a n d  o f in c o m e  fr o m  a ll o th e r  so u rc e s  

w a s  r e p o r te d  fo r  th e s e  fa m ilie s .3

I t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  in c o m e  w a s  d e f in e d  a s  n e t  

in c o m e  a f t e r  b u s in e s s  o p e ra t in g  e x p e n s e s  a n d  e x p e n se s  

c o n n e c te d  w i th  in c o m e -y ie ld in g  p r o p e r ty  w e re  d e ­

d u c te d .  I t  s h o u ld  a lso  b e  n o te d  t h a t  ta x e s  fo rm in g  

p a r t  o f  b u s in e s s  e x p e n s e s  w e re  d e d u c te d  f r o m  in c o m e , 

b u t  t h a t  in c o m e  ta x e s , p o ll ta x e s , a n d  ta x e s  o n  g o o d s  

a n d  se rv ic e s  c o n su m e d  b y  th e  fa m ily  w e re  n o t  d e d u c te d .

Constructing the Sample Distributions

O n  th e  b a s is  o f  th e s e  d a t a  f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n ­

s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  th e r e  w a s  c o n s t r u c te d  fo r  e a c h  h o m o ­

g e n e o u s  g ro u p  o f fa m il ie s  in  t h e  s a m p le  a  p e rc e n ta g e  

d is t r ib u t io n  sh o w in g  th e  p r o p o r t io n  o f fa m il ie s  a t  e a c h

3 F o r  fu r th e r  d e f in it io n s  o f  in c o m e  a n d  o f  r e l ie f  fa m ilie s , se e  A p p e n d ix  A , p p . 41 a n d  42.

in c o m e  le v e l. M o re  t h a n  1 ,200  s u c h  p e r c e n ta g e  d is ­

t r ib u t io n s  w e re  c a lc u la te d .  I n  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f c a ses , 

th e r e  w e re  s e v e ra l  p e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  e a c h  

h o m o g e n e o u s  g ro u p  o f fa m il ie s  b e c a u s e  tw o  o r  m o re  

c o m m u n it ie s  o f a  g iv e n  t y p e  w e re  s a m p le d  in  t h e  sa m e  

re g io n . T h e s e  d i s t r ib u t io n s  w e re  a v e ra g e d  to g e th e r  

to  r e s u l t  f in a lly  in  729  d is t r ib u t io n s ,  e a c h  o f w h ic h  

r e p re s e n te d  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  in c o m e  fo r  o n e  h o m o g e n e o u s  

“ q u a l i t a t iv e ”  g ro u p .1

T h e  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f fa m il ie s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  s a m p le  

m a d e  i t  p o ss ib le  to  b u i ld  u p  t h e  n a t io n a l  in c o m e  d is ­

t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  d i r e c t ly  f r o m  t h e  u n ­

s m o o th e d  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  b a s ic  

d a t a  r e p o r te d  o n  th e  fa m ily  s c h e d u le s .  T h e s e  d i s t r ib u ­

t io n s  w e re  c h e c k e d  a g a in s t  d a t a  fo r  c o m p a ra b le  g ro u p s  

o f fa m il ie s  f ro m  th e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y  b u t  n o  

a d ju s tm e n ts  to  s m o o th  o r  a l t e r  t h e  d is t r ib u t io n s  se e m e d  

d e s ir a b le .5 6 T h e  o n ly  c o r re c tio n  t h a t  se e m e d  n e c e s s a ry  

w a s  fo r  t h e  h ig h  in c o m e  le v e ls , w h e re  F e d e r a l  in c o m e  

t a x  d a t a  w e re  u s e d  to  s u p p le m e n t  th e  s a m p le  m a te r ia l .

4 F o r  fu r th e r  d e sc r ip t io n  o f th e  sa m p le  d is tr ib u t io n s ,  see  A p p e n d ix  A , sec s . 3 a n d  4 .

6 F o r  d is c u s s io n  o f c om p a rison  w ith  d a ta  from  th e  N a t io n a l  H e a lt h  S u r v e y , se e  

A p p e n d ix  A , p p . 58-59.
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F o r  fa m il ie s  t h a t  h a d  re c e iv e d  re lie f  a t  so m e  t im e  

d u r in g  th e  y e a r  a  s p e c ia l  a d ju s tm e n t  in  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  

w a s  n e e d e d  b e fo re  a p p ly in g  th e  f in a l  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts .  

S in c e  t h e  fa m ily  sc h e d u le s  in  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  

P u rc h a s e s  d id  n o t  in c lu d e  t h e  a m o u n t  o f d i r e c t  re lie f  

re c e iv e d , e i th e r  in  c a s h  o r  in  k in d , i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  

a d d  th e  e s t im a te d  v a lu e  o f  s u c h  re lie f  to  th e  in c o m e  d is ­

t r ib u t io n s  o f  re lie f  fa m ilie s . D a t a  f ro m  th e  W o rk s  

P ro g re s s  A d m in is tr a t io n ,  t h e  S o c ia l  S e c u r i ty  B o a r d ,  th e  

F a r m  S e c u r i ty  A d m in is tr a t io n ,  a n d  th e  F e d e r a l  S u rp lu s  

C o m m o d it ie s  C o r p o ra t io n  w e re  u s e d  fo r  th i s  p u rp o s e . 

N o  a d ju s tm e n t  w a s  n e e d e d  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  w o rk  re lie f , 

a s  s u c h  e a rn in g s  h a d  b e e n  r e p o r te d  o n  t h e  s c h e d u le s  o f  

t h e  s tu d y ,  w i th  e a rn in g s  f ro m  p r iv a te  e m p lo y m e n t  a n d  

in c o m e  f ro m  o th e r  so u rc e s . T h e  e s t im a te d  v a lu e  o f 

d i r e c t  re l ie f  a d d e d  to  t h e  d is t r ib u t io n s  a m o u n te d  to  le ss  

th a n  23 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  o f re lie f  

fa m ilie s  f r o m  a l l  so u rc e s .6

I n  p re p a r in g  t h e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  re lie f  fa m ilie s , i t  

w a s  n o t  p o s s ib le  to  sh o w  s e p a r a te  e s t im a te s  fo r  d if fe re n t  

o c c u p a t io n s  a n d  fo r  d if fe re n t  s iz es  o f  fa m ily , a s  t h e  in ­

c o m e  d a t a  f ro m  th e  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  S tu d y  h a d  

n o t  b e e n  t a b u la t e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e s e  fa c to r s  a t  th e  

t im e  th i s  r e p o r t  w a s  p re p a re d .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  e v e n  if  

th e s e  ta b u la t io n s  h a d  b e e n  a v a i la b le ,  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  

d iff ic u lt, i f  n o t  im p o s s ib le , to  f in d  a  s a t i s f a c to r y  b a s is  fo r  

d e te rm in in g  th e  a m o u n t  o f  d ir e c t  re lie f  to  b e  a d d e d  to  

th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f  e a c h  g ro u p . F o r  s im ila r  

re a s o n s , i t  w a s  n o t  p o s s ib le  to  p re p a re  s a t i s f a c to r y  d is ­

t r ib u t io n s  fo r  re lie f  fa m il ie s  l iv in g  in  d if fe re n t  ty p e s  o f 

c o m m u n ity .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  

t h e  v a r io u s  c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p s  o f  fa m il ie s  sh o w n  i n  th e  

fo llo w in g  p a g e s  a r e  fo r  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  o n ly . S u c h  

fa m il ie s  c o n s t i tu te d  85  p e r  c e n t  o f  a ll fa m ilie s  in  th e  

N a t io n  in  1 9 3 5 -3 6 .

Extension of Sample Distributions 

to Family Population

I n  e x te n d in g  th e  s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s  to  a  n a t io n a l  

b a s is , i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  d iv id e  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f 

fa m ilie s  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  in to  r e la t iv e ly  sm a ll 

h o m o g e n e o u s  g ro u p s  c o r re s p o n d in g  a s  c lo se ly  a s  p o s s ib le  

w ith  t h e  g ro u p s  fo r  w h ic h  t h e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  w e re  a v a i la b le .  A ll fa m il ie s  l iv in g  h i  t h e  sa m e  

ty p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  a n d  re g io n , t h a t  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  

s a m e  c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  g ro u p , h a d  t h e  s a m e  re l ie f  s t a tu s ,  

a n d  t h e  s a m e  fa m ily -s iz e  o r  o c c u p a t io n a l  c la ss if ic a tio n , 

w e re  a s s ig n e d  to  t h e  s a m e  g ro u p . T h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  

fa m il ie s  i n  e a c h  g ro u p  w a s  t h e n  d is t r ib u te d  a m o n g  th e  

s e v e ra l  in c o m e  le v e ls  b y  u s in g  t h e  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u ­

t io n  w h ic h  w a s  fo u n d  f ro m  th e  s a m p le  d a t a  to  p re v a i l  

fo r  fa m il ie s  o f  t h a t  d e s c r ip tio n .

F o r  e x a m p le , t h e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  

n o n re lie f  n a t iv e -w h ite  h u s b a n d -w ife  fa m il ie s  o f  th r e e  to

« F o r  d is c u s s io n  o f  d ir e c t r e l ie f  a d ju s tm e n t ,  se e  A p p e n d ix  A , p p .  62-66 .

fo u r  p e rs o n s  l iv in g  in  H a v e rh il l ,  M a s s . ,  a n d  N e w  

B r i ta in ,  C o n n .,  w e re  u s e d  to  d i s t r ib u te  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  

t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  n o n re lie f  n a t iv e - w h i te  h u s b a n d -  

w ife  fa m il ie s  o f  th r e e  to  fo u r  p e rs o n s  l iv in g  in  a ll 

m id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s  in  N e w  E n g la n d .

I n  o r d e r  to  d iv id e  th e  fa m ily  p o p u la t io n  in  th i s  w a y  

i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  e s t im a te  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  in  

1 9 3 5 -3 6 , f i r s t  f o r  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s ,  a n d  t h e n  fo r  e a c h  

t y p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  w ith in  e a c h  re g io n  a n d  fo r  th e  

s e v e ra l  c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  g ro u p s  i n  a ll  o f  th e s e  a re a s . T h e  

b a s ic  d a t a  u s e d  w e re  f ro m  th e  1930 C e n s u s , w i th  e s t i ­

m a te s  fo r  t h e  p o p u la t io n  a s  o f  J a n u a r y  1, 1936, b a s e d  

o n  r e c e n t  s tu d ie s  o f  t r e n d s  in  p o p u la t io n  g ro w th  a n d  

c o m p o s itio n .

F a m il ie s  t h a t  h a d  re c e iv e d  re lie f  a t  so m e  t im e  d u r in g  

t h e  y e a r  w e re  t r e a t e d  s e p a r a te ly  f ro m  n o n re l ie f  fa m ilie s . 

T h e  p ro p o r t io n s  o f  re lie f  a n d  n o n re l ie f  fa m il ie s  fo r  e a c h  

c o lo r  a n d  n a t i v i t y  g ro u p  in  e a c h  lo c a li ty  w e re  d e te r ­

m in e d  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  d a t a  f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  

P u rc h a s e s  a n d  f ro m  th e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y  

re c e n t ly  c o n d u c te d  b y  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  P u b l ic  H e a l th  

S e rv ic e  in  8 4  c it ie s  a n d  23 r u r a l  a re a s .

A s  in d ic a te d  a b o v e , re l ie f  fa m il ie s  w e re  n o t  c la ss if ied  

b y  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p  o r  b y  fa m ily  s iz e . N o n re lie f  

fa m ilie s , h o w e v e r,  w e re  d iv id e d  a m o n g  t h e  v a r io u s  o c c u ­

p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  a n d  th e  fo u r  s izes  o f  f a m ily  o n  t h e  b a s is  

o f  th e  s a m p le  d a t a ,  w i th  a  c h e c k  a t  v a r io u s  p o in ts  w ith  

a v a i la b le  c e n s u s  m a te r ia l .  P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  of 

fa m il ie s  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  w e e  c a lc u la te d  f ro m  th e  s a m ­

p le  fo r  e a c h  size  o f fa m ily  w i th o u t  a n y  b re a k -d o w n  b y  

o c c u p a t io n , a n d  a g a in  fo r  e a c h  o c c u p a t io n  w i th o u t  a n y  

b re a k -d o w n  fo r  f a m ily  s iz e . H e n c e  i t  w a s  n o t  n e c e s s a ry  

to  e s t im a te  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  in  t h e  p o p u ­

l a t io n  o f  e a c h  s iz e  w ith in  e a c h  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p .

T h e  2 9 ,4 00 ,3 0 0  fa m ilie s  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  w e re  

d iv id e d  in  th e s e  v a r io u s  w a y s  to  fo rm  729  h o m o g e n e o u s  

g ro u p s , c o m p a ra b le  to  th o s e  fo r  w h ic h  s a m p le  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  w e re  c a lc u la te d .7 T h e  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  g ro u p  

w e re  th e n  d is t r ib u te d  to  th e  d if fe re n t  in c o m e  le v e ls  

b y  a p p ly in g  t h e  a p p r o p r ia te  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n  

fro m  th e  s a m p le  d a t a .  T h e  n e x t  s te p  w a s  to  c o m b in e  

th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  r e la te d  g ro u p s  b y  a d d in g  th e  f a m ­

ilies  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l, i n  o rd e r  to  o b ta in  th e  p a t t e r n s  

o f in c o m e  fo r  b ro a d  g ro u p s  o f  fa m ilie s . F o r  e x a m p le , 

th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  f a rm  fa m il ie s  w a s  b u i l t  u p  

b y  a d d in g  to g e th e r  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  6 5  c o m p o n e n t  

g ro u p s  o f  f a rm  fa m ilie s . T h e  n a t io n a l  s u m m a ry  fo r  

fam ilie s  r e p re s e n ts  th e  su m  o f th e  c o m p o n e n t  d is t r ib u ­

tio n s.

Adjustment by Income Tax Data

A lth o u g h  ra n d o m  sa m p lin g  m e th o d s  w e re  u s e d  in  th e  

c o m m u n itie s  c o v e re d  b y  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u r ­

c h a se s  i t  w a s  fo u n d  t h a t  fa m ilie s  in  th e  h ig h e r  in c o m e

7 S e e  ta b le s  1 A  a n d  3 A .
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b r a c k e ts  w e re  s o m e w h a t  u n d e r re p re s e n te d .  F o r  th is  

re a s o n  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  c o r re c t  th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  b y  u s in g  F e d e ra l  in c o m e  t a x  d a ta .  T h e  n u m b e r  

o f  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s  a n d  th e  r e p o r te d  a g g re g a te  n e t  

in c o m e  fo r  t h e  y e a r  1935, c la ss if ie d  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  a n d  

b y  ty p e  o f  r e tu r n ,  to g e th e r  w i th  d a t a  o n  so u rc e s  o f  

in c o m e  a n d  d e d u c t io n s , a ls o  c la ss if ied  b y  in c o m e  le v e l, 

w e re  m a d e  a v a i la b le  fo r  th i s  p u rp o s e  b y  t h e  U n i te d  

S ta te s  B u r e a u  o f  I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e . P re l im in a ry  fig ­

u re s  o n  th e  n u m b e r  o f  r e tu r n s  a n d  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  

fo r  1936 w e re  a lso  u ti l iz e d .

T h e  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  fo r  in c o m e s  a b o v e  $ 5 ,000  w e re  

a d ju s te d  to  m a k e  th e m  c o r re s p o n d  a s  c lo se ly  a s  p o s s ib le  

w i th  t h e  d e f in itio n  o f  in c o m e  u s e d  in  t h e  S tu d y  o f 

C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  C a p i t a l  g a in s  w e re  s u b t r a c te d  

f ro m  th e  r e p o r te d  n e t  in c o m e  a n d  c e r ta in  i te m s — e. g ., 

i n t e r e s t  p a id ,  ta x e s  a n d  c o n tr ib u t io n s — w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  

d e d u c te d  fo r  in c o m e  t a x  p u rp o s e s  w e re  a d d e d . S im i ­

l a r ly ,  in t e r e s t  re c e iv e d  f ro m  ta x -e x e m p t  s e c u r i t ie s  w a s  

a d d e d  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l. T h is  c o r re c tio n  fo r  th e  

a d d i t io n  o f  d e d u c t io n s  a n d  ta x -e x e m p t  in t e r e s t  t o  th e  

n e t  in c o m e , a s  w ell a s  m o s t  o f  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  c o r ­

r e c t io n s  d e s c r ib e d  b e lo w , n e c e s s i ta te d  t h e  s h if t in g  o f  a  

c e r ta in  n u m b e r  o f  r e tu r n s  a n d  o f  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  f ro m  

o n e  in c o m e  in te r v a l  to  t h e  n e x t  h ig h e r  in c o m e  in te r v a l .

T h e  n e x t  t y p e  o f a d ju s tm e n t  w a s  to  c o m b in e  v a r io u s  

ty p e s  o f  r e tu r n s  to  r e p r e s e n t  fa m ily  u n i t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  

in d iv id u a l  in c o m e  re c ip ie n ts .  T h u s ,  th e  s e p a r a te  

r e tu r n s  o f  h u s b a n d s  a n d  w iv e s  w e re  c o m b in e d , o n  th e  

b a s is  o f  c e r ta in  a s s u m p tio n s  a s  to  t h e  r e la t iv e  s iz e  o f 

th e i r  in c o m e s , to  y ie ld  a  n e w  d is t r ib u t io n  a c c o rd in g  to  

th e  c o m b in e d  in c o m e  o f  th e  fa m ily  u n i t .  T h is  d is ­

t r ib u t io n  w a s  t h e n  a d d e d  to  t h e  j o in t  r e tu r n s  o f  h u s ­

b a n d s  a n d  w iv e s  a n d  th e  s e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  o f  o th e r  

h e a d s  o f  fa m ilie s . T h is  r e s u l te d  in  a  s in g le  d i s t r ib u t io n  

sh o w in g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ilie s  a n d  th e  a g g r e g a te  

in c o m e  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l  a b o v e  $ 5 ,000 .

T h e  d is t r ib u t io n  w a s  n e x t  a d ju s te d  to  t a k e  in to  

a c c o u n t  t h e  d iffe re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  s iz e  o f  t h e  n a t io n a l  

in c o m e  fo r  t h e  c a le n d a r  y e a r  1935 a n d  fo r  th e  y e a r  

e n d in g  J u n e  3 0 , 1936. T h is  a d ju s tm e n t  w a s  m a d e  o n  

th e  b a s is  o f  re la t io n s h ip s  sh o w n  b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f 

C o m m e rc e  f ig u re s  o n  n a t io n a l  in c o m e  p a id  o u t  i n  1935, 

1 9 3 5 -3 6 , a n d  1936, a n d  th o s e  sh o w n  b y  th e  1935 

F e d e ra l  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  a n d  p re l im in a r y  d a t a  o n  th e  

n u m b e r  o f  r e tu r n s  a n d  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  fo r  1936.

A d ju s tm e n ts  w e re  t h e n  m a d e  fo r  t h e  u n d e r s ta te m e n t  

a n d  fo r  t h e  n o n re p o r t in g  o f  in c o m e . T h e  a d ju s tm e n t  

fo r  n o n re p o r t in g  w a s  m a d e  to  a llo w  fo r  t h e  fa i lu re  o f 

so m e  p e rs o n s  to  f ile  r e tu r n s ,  a l th o u g h  th e y  w e re  s u b je c t  

to  th e  in c o m e  ta x ,  a n d  to  c a re  fo r  p e r s o n s  w h o se  

sa la r ie s  a r e  n o t  s u b je c t  to  F e d e r a l  t a x a t io n — e. g ., 

o ffic ia ls o f  S ta t e  a n d  m u n ic ip a l  G o v e rn m e n ts .  T h e  

c o r re c tio n  fo r  u n d e r s ta te m e n t  w a s  m a d e  b e c a u s e  c e r ta in  

i te m s  o f in c o m e , s u c h  a s  p ro f i ts ,  r e n ts ,  r o y a l t ie s ,  a n d

fe es, t e n d  to  b e  u n d e r s ta te d  o n  th e  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s  

T o  m a k e  th e s e  a d ju s tm e n t s  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  a s s u m e  

a  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  n o n re p o r t in g  a n d  a  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  u n d e r ­

s t a t e m e n t  w h ic h  v a r ie d  a t  t h e  d if fe re n t  in c o m e  le v e ls . 

I n  t h e  c a se  o f  n o n re p o r t in g  th e  p e r c e n ta g e s  w e re  e s t i ­

m a te d  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e tu r n s ;  fo r  u n d e r s ta te m e n t  

th e y  w e re  m a d e  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  a t  

e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l.

D a t a  f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  p ro ­

v id e d  th e  b a s is  fo r  a n  e s t im a te  o f th e  a d d i t io n a l  fa m ily  

in c o m e , a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l,  re c e iv e d  b y  m e m b e rs  o f  

th e  fa m ily  o th e r  t h a n  th o s e  a lr e a d y  a c c o u n te d  fo r  in  

th e  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s .  T h e  s a m e  s tu d y  w a s  u se d  to  

o b ta in  a n  e s t im a te  o f th e  n o n m o n e y  in c o m e  o f th e  

fa m ily — e. g .,  t h e  v a lu e  o f  th e  o c c u p a n c y  o f a n  o w n e d  

h o m e — a t  e a c h  in c o m e  lev e l.

T h e  a d ju s tm e n ts  r e s u l te d ,  f in a lly , in  d is t r ib u t io n s  

sh o w in g  th e  n u m b e r  o f fa m il ie s  a n d  th e  a g g re g a te  in ­

c om e  in  e a c h  in c o m e  in te r v a l  a b o v e  $ 7 ,50 0 . T h e  

n a t io n a l  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  d e r iv e d  f ro m  th e  C o n ­

s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  d a t a  w a s  c o r re c te d  b y  a d d in g  a t  e a c h  

in c o m e  in te r v a l  a b o v e  $ 7 ,500  th e  a d d i t io n a l  n u m b e r  o f 

fa m il ie s  sh o w n  b y  th e  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  to  h a v e  b e lo n g e d  

in  th e s e  in c o m e  c la sse s. T h e  d is t r ib u t io n  b e low  

$ 7 ,500  w a s  c o r re c te d  to  a llo w  fo r  th e  s h if t in g  o f  th is  

n u m b e r  o f  fa m ilie s  to  th e  h ig h e r  in c o m e  b ra c k e ts .  T h e  

c o r re c tio n  b y  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  r a is e d  th e  n u m b e r  o f 

fa m il ie s  w i th  in c o m e s  o f $7 ,500  o r  o v e r  f ro m  th e  0 .47  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  in d ic a te d  b y  th e  

s a m p le  to  a n  e s t im a te d  1.61 p e rc e n t .

T h e  F e d e ra l  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  s u p p l ie d  b y  th e  B u r e a u  

o f I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  g a v e  s e p a r a te  f ig u re s  fo r  e a c h  S ta t e  

s im ila r  to  th o s e  fo r  th e  t o t a l  U n i te d  S ta te s ,  th o u g h  

w i th  n o  d e ta i l  o n  so u rc e s  o f  in c o m e , d e d u c t io n s ,  o r  

ty p e  o f  r e tu r n .  B y  c o m b in in g  th e  S ta t e  f ig u re s  a n d  

a d ju s t in g  th e m  o n  th e  b a s is  o f th e  c h a n g e s  m a d e  in  

th e  n a t io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n ,  c o r re c te d  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  

o b ta in e d  fo r  e a c h  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n , sh o w in g  th e  

n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  a n d  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  a t  e a c h  

in c o m e  le v e l  a b o v e  $7 ,500 .

B e c a u se  t h e  in c o m e  t a x  f ig u re s  w e re  n o t  c la ssif ie d  b y  

ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity ,  o c c u p a t io n , fa m ily  s iz e  a n d  c o lo r  

a n d  n a t i v i t y ,  th e  m e th o d s  u s e d  in  c o r re c tin g  t h e  in ­

c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  th e s e  c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p s  o f 

fa m il ie s  w e re  n e c e s s a ri ly  m o re  a r b i t r a r y .  A  d e s c r ip ­

t io n  o f th e s e  m e th o d s ,  to g e th e r  w i th  a  d e ta i le d  a c c o u n t  

o f th e  v a r io u s  a d ju s tm e n t s  m a d e  in  th e  in c o m e  ta x  

d a ta ,  is  p re s e n te d  in  A p p e n d ix  A , se c tio n  7.

Aggregate and Average Incomes

T h e  e s t im a te s  o f  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  p re s e n te d  in  th is  

r e p o r t  w e re  b u i l t  u p  in  e s s e n tia l ly  th e  s a m e  w a y  a s  th e  

in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s .  T h e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u r ­

c h a se s  p ro v id e d  in f o r m a tio n  o n  t h e  a v e ra g e  ( a r i th m e tic  

m e a n )  in c o m e  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l  fo r  m a n y  o f th e
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s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s .  T h e  a v e ra g e  w a s  in  e a c h  c a se  

m u l t ip l ie d  b y  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  a t  t h a t  in c o m e  

le v e l. W h e re  in f o r m a tio n  o n  a v e ra g e s  w a s  n o t  a v a i la ­

b le  f ro m  th e  s a m p le  d a t a  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  c o m p u te  

t h e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l b y  c o r re c tin g  

th e  m id p o in t  f ig u re  o n  th e  b a s is  o f th e  n u m b e r s  o f 

fa m il ie s  i n  a d ja c e n t  in c o m e  c lasses . F o r  in c o m e  c la sse s 

a b o v e  $ 7 ,5 0 0  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  w a s  o b ta in e d  fro m  

t h e  a d ju s te d  in c o m e  t a x  d a ta .

T h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e s  a t  th e  d if fe re n t  in c o m e  le v e ls  

w e re  a d d e d  to g e th e r ,  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t in g  to ta ls  w e re  th e n  

s u m m e d  fo r  v a r io u s  r e l a t e d  g ro u p s  o f  fa m il ie s  to  o b ta in  

th e  e s t im a te s  o f a g g re g a te  in c o m e  p re s e n te d  in  th e  

r e p o r t .  T h e  n a t io n a l  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  is  t h e  s u m  of 

t h e  a g g re g a te s  fo r  c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p s .

T h e  a v e ra g e  ( a r i th m e t ic  m e a n )  in c o m e  fo r  e a c h  g ro u p  

o f fa m il ie s  w a s  t h e n  o b ta in e d  b y  d iv id in g  th e  a g g re g a te  

in c o m e  b y  th e  n u m b e r  o f fa m il ie s  in  t h e  g ro u p . T h is  

a v e ra g e  is , o f c o u rse , m u c h  a ffe c te d  b y  t h e  v e r y  h ig h  

in c o m e s  re c e iv e d  b y  a  s m a ll  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ilie s . F o r  

so m e  p u rp o s e s , th e re fo re ,  t h e  m e d ia n  in c o m e — re p re ­

s e n t in g  t h e  in c o m e  o f t h e  m id d le  fa m ily  in  th e  d is t r i ­

b u t io n — is  a  m o re  s ig n if ic a n t  m e a s u re . H a l f  o f  th e  

fa m ilie s  re c e iv e  m o re  t h a n  th e  m e d ia n  in c o m e , h a l f  

re c e iv e  less . B o th  t h e  m e a n  a n d  th e  m e d ia n  in c o m e s  

a r e  sh o w n  fo r  e a c h  g ro u p  o f fa m il ie s  fo r  w h ic h  a n  in c o m e  

d is t r ib u t io n  is  g iv e n .

Reliability of the Estimates

A lth o u g h  th e  v a r ie ty  a n d  n u m b e r  o f  s a m p le  d is t r i ­

b u t io n s  u s e d  in  d i s t r ib u t in g  th e  fa m il ie s  to  in c o m e  

le v e ls  t a k e  in to  a c c o u n t  a  g r e a t  m a n y  o f t h e  fa c to r s  

w h ic h  m a k e  fo r  d if fe re n c e s  in  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s ,  

n e v e r th e le s s  th e r e  a r e  d i s t in c t  l im ita t io n s  in  th e  re s u l ts  

o b ta in e d .  T h e  in c o m e s  o f  fa m il ie s  m a y  d if fe r  b y  r e a ­

s o n  o f  a  n u m b e r  o f f a c to r s  w h ic h  c o u ld  n o t  p o s s ib ly  

b e  m e a s u re d  in  a  N a t io n -w id e  s t a t i s t i c a l  s tu d y .  M o r e ­

o v e r ,  in  so m e  im p o r ta n t  in s ta n c e s  t h e  s a m p le  i ts e lf  w a s  

to o  s m a ll  to  b e  s u re  t h a t  t h e  f in d in g s  w e re  r e p r e s e n ta ­

t iv e  o f  t h e  t o t a l  g ro u p  o f  fa m il ie s  to  w h ic h  th e y  w e re  

a p p l ie d .  A t te n t io n  h a s  a lr e a d y  b e e n  d ir e c te d  to  th e  

a b s e n c e  o f  s a m p le  in c o m e  d a t a  fo r  c e r ta in  s e c tio n s  o f 

th e  S o u th e rn  R e g io n . W h ile  th e  s a m p le  c o m m u n itie s  

w e re  m o re  s c a t t e r e d  in  o th e r  re g io n s , th e  la c k  o f 

r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  so m e  a re a s  a n d  th e  s m a ll  n u m b e r  o f 

c o m m u n it ie s  c o v e re d  in e v i ta b ly  in t ro d u c e  a  c e r ta in  

a m o u n t  o f  e r ro r  i n to  t h e  e s t im a te s .8

O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  th e  to t a l  n u m b e r  o f fa m il ie s  

s a m p le d  w a s  la rg e , a n d  th e  s a m p le  d a t a  w e re  fo u n d  to  

b e  in te r n a l ly  c o n s is te n t— t h a t  is , t h e  v a r ia t io n s  in  

in c o m e  p a t t e r n  a m o n g  d if fe re n t  g ro u p s  o f fa m il ie s  

w e re  s im ila r  in  c o m p a ra b le  c o m m u n itie s . W h e re  th e

s T h e  n u m b e r  o f cases  in  th e  sa m p le  for d iffe re n t r eg ion s a n d  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n ity  

a n d  for d iffe r e n t c o lo r -n a tiv ity  g r ou p s  is  s h o w n  in  ta b le s  10A  a n d  11A  in  r e la tio n  

to  th e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ilie s i n  th e  p o p u la t io n . F o r  d iscu ss io n  o f lim ita t io n s  o f  th e se  

sa m p le  for S o u th e r n  farm s a n d  v illa g e s , se e  A p p e n d ix  A ,  p p . 54 a n d  57.

n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  in  a n y  g iv e n  s a m p le  w a s  sm a ll,  th e  

r e s u l t in g  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  c h e c k e d  w i th  th o s e  fo r  

o th e r  g ro u p s  o f fa m il ie s  w i th  s im ila r  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  

b e fo re  th e y  w e re  u se d . I n  o n ly  a  fe w  c a se s , a n d  fo r  

r e la t iv e ly  m in o r  g ro u p s  in  th e  p o p u la t io n ,  w e re  th e  

s a m p le  d a t a  so  in a d e q u a te  t h a t  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  

b o r ro w  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  o n e  g ro u p  of 

fa m il ie s  to  u se  in  d is t r ib u t in g  a  c lo se ly - re la te d  g ro u p  to  

th e  d if fe re n t  in c o m e  in te rv a ls .

T h e  n a t io n a l  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f fa m il ie s  b y  in c o m e  le v e l 

is  b e lie v e d , th e re fo re , to  b e  a  g o o d  a p p ro x im a t io n  to  

th e  t r u e  s i tu a t io n  in  1 9 3 5 -3 6 . T h e  m e a s u re m e n t  o f 

v a r ia t io n s  in  th e  in c o m e  p a t t e r n s  a m o n g  b ro a d  g ro u p s  

o f fa m ilie s , in  te r m s  o f th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  a n d  

a v e ra g e  in c o m e s , a re  a lso  c o n s id e re d  re l ia b le . T h e  

s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  c e r ta in  o f th e  c o m p o n e n t  

g ro u p s , h o w e v e r,  a re  m o re  t e n t a t i v e  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  

p la c e d  in  A p p e n d ix  B . T h e s e  t e n t a t i v e  d is t r ib u t io n s  

in c lu d e  c e r ta in  c ro ss -c la s s if ic a t io n s  o f th e  d a t a — su c h  

a s  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  e a c h  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  w ith in  

e a c h  re g io n — w h ic h  a re  u s e fu l  in  in te r p r e t in g  t h e  f in d ­

in g s  fo r  th e  b r o a d e r  g ro u p s  o f fa m ilie s . V a r io u s  o th e r  

c ro ss -c la s s if ic a t io n s  u s e d  in  b u i ld in g  u p  th e  e s t im a te s  

w e re  o m i t te d  f ro m  th e  a p p e n d ix , a s  th e i r  v a lu e  w a s  n o t  

c o n s id e re d  su ffic ie n t to  ju s t i f y  th e i r  p r e s e n ta t io n .

In c o m e s  o f  A l l  F a m ilie s

T h e  s a l ie n t  f in d in g s  c o n c e rn in g  fa m ily  in c o m e s  in  

1 9 3 5 -3 6  w e re  p re s e n te d  in  P a r t  I  o f th e  r e p o r t .  C h a r t

Tabl e 3.— D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f a m i l i e s  a n d  o f  a g g r e g a t e  i n c o m e  

r e c e i v e d , b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l , 1 9 3 5 - 8 6

F a m ilie s  I A ggre gate in c o m e

In c o m e  le v e l
N u m b e r

P er ­
c e n t  at 

e ac h  
le v e l

C u m u ­
la tiv e

p er ­
c e n t

A m o u n t  
( in  th o u ­

san d s)

P e r ­
c e n t a t 

e a c h  
le v e l

C u m u ­
la tiv e

per ­
c e n t

U n d e r  $250_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ 1,162,890 3 .95 3 .95 $135,836 0 .2 8 0 .2 8
$250-$500____________ 3, 015. 394 10. 26 14.21 1,166, 509 2 .45 2. 73
$500-$750____________ 3, 799, 215 12,92 27 .13 2, 384,017 5 .00 7 .7 3
$750-$1,000___________ 4. 277, 048 14.55 41 .6 8 3, 738, 014 7. 84 15. 57
$1,000-$1,250___ _____ 3,882,444 13.20 54 .88 4 ,348 ,429 9 .1 2 24. 69

$1,250-$1,500_________ 2,865,472 9. 75 64. 63 3, 907, 765 8 .2 0 32.89
$1,500-$1,750_________ 2, 343, 358 7. 97 72. 60 3,777, 570 7. 92 40.81
$l,7S0-$2,000_________ 1,897, 037 6 .45 79 .05 3 ,468 ,803 7. 27 48.08
$2,000-$2,250_________ 1,420,883 4 .83 83 .8 8 3,002, 082 6. 30 54.38
$2,250-$2,500_________ 1,043, 977 3. 55 87. 43 2,471, 672 5 .18 59.56

$2,500-13,000_________ 1, 314,199 4 .47 91 .9 0 3, 568, 624 7 .48 67.04
$3,000-$3,500_________ 743, 559 2. 53 94 .43 2, 385,993 5. 00 72.04
$3,500-$4,000_________ 438,428 1.49 95. 92 1 ,625,887 3.41 75.45
$4,000-$4,500_________ 249,948 .85 96. 77 1,048, 368 2.20 77. 65
$4,500-$5,000_________ 152, 647 .5 2 97 .29 719,447 1.51 79.16

$5,000-$7,500_________ 322,950 1.10 98. 39 1,900. 091 3. 99 83 .15
$7,500-110,000_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ 187,060 .64 99. 03 1,605, 632 3. 37 86. 52
$10,000-$15,000________ 131,821 .4 5 99 .4 8 1,496, 600 3.14 89 .6 6
$15,000-$20,000_ _ _ _ _ _ __ 58,487 .2 0 99. 68 1,013, 664 2. 13 91 .7 9
$20,000-$25,000________ 34, 208 .1 2 99. 80 762, 240 1.60 93. 39

$25,000-$30,000_ __ __ __ _ 22, 233 .08 99. 88 627, 567 1.32 94. 71
$30,000-$40,000________ 15, 561 .05 99 .93 560, 390 1. 18 95 .89
$40,000-$50,000________ 6, 603 .0 2 99. 95 314, 689 .6 6 96. 55
$50,000-$100,000_______ 10, 571 .04 99. 99 755, 017 1.58 98 .13
$100,000-$250,000______ 3,336 .01 100. 00 440, 554 .9 2 99. 05

$250,000-$500,000 ....... 699 (0 200,174 .4 2 99 .4 7
$500'000-$1 ,000 ,000 ... 197 0 ) 110,954 .23 99. 70
$1,000,000 a n d  o v e r ____ 75 (>) 142, 650 .3 0 100.00

29. 400. 300 100. 00 $47, 679, 238 100. 00

1 L e ss  th a n  0.005 pe rc en t.
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1 re p ro d u c e d , in  a b b re v ia te d  fo rm , th e  e s t im a te d  d is ­

t r ib u t io n  o f a ll fa m il ie s  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  w h ic h  a p p e a rs  

in  ta b le  3 a b o v e . T h is  d i s t r ib u t io n  is  th e  c o m p o s i te  

n a t io n a l  p ic tu r e  b u i l t  u p  f ro m  th e  s e p a r a te  in c o m e  

d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  fa m il ie s  o f d if fe re n t  size  a n d  c o m ­

p o s i t io n , l iv in g  in  d if fe re n t  p a r t s  o f th e  c o u n tr y  

a n d  b e lo n g in g  to  d is t in c t  c o lo r  a n d  o c c u p a t io n a l  

g ro u p s .

V a r ia t io n s  in  th e  in c o m e  p a t t e r n s  o f th e s e  c o m p o n e n t  

g ro u p s  a re  m e rg e d  in  t h e  n a t io n a l  p ic tu r e ,  w h ic h  t r e a t s  

a l l  2 9 ,4 0 0 ,3 0 0  fa m il ie s  a s  th o u g h  th e y  w e re  s im ila r  

c o n s u m e r  u n i t s ,  d if fe rin g  f ro m  e a c h  o th e r  o n ly  in  th e  

a m o u n t  o f in c o m e  re c e iv e d . T o g e th e r  th e s e  fa m ilie s  

c o m p r is e d  91 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  in  1 9 3 5 -36 . 

T h e y  re c e iv e d  a p p ro x im a te ly  fo u r - f if th s  o f  th e  a g g re ­

g a te  c o n s u m e r  in c o m e , r e p re s e n t in g  a  c o m b in e d  p u r ­

c h a s in g  p o w e r  o f a lm o s t  $48  b illio n .

I f  th i s  p u r c h a s in g  p o w e r h a d  b e e n  d iv id e d  e q u a lly  

a m o n g  th e  fa m ily  u n i ts ,  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  m e a n t  a n  in c o m e  

o f  $ 1 ,622  fo r  e a c h  fa m ily . A c tu a l ly ,  m o re  t h a n  4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  

fa m il ie s  re c e iv e d  in c o m e s  o f le ss  t h a n  $ 5 0 0 ; a  v e r y  few

re c e iv e d  in c o m e s  o f m o re  th a n  $ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 . T h e  b u lk  

o f th e  fa m il ie s  w e re  c o n c e n tr a te d  in  in c o m e  c la sse s j u s t  

a b o v e  a n d  b e lo w  $1 ,000 . T h e  m e d ia n  fa m ily  in c o m e  

w a s  $ 1 ,160 — t h a t  is, h a l f  th e  fa m il ie s  re c e iv e d  less  t h a n  

t h a t  a m o u n t ,  h a l f  m o re .

T h e  d is p a r i ty  in  fa m ily  in c o m e s  is  f u r th e r  re v e a le d  b y  

c o m p a r in g  t h e  p ro p o r t io n  o f fa m il ie s  w i th  th e  p ro p o r ­

t io n  o f a g g re g a te  in c o m e  a t  a  g iv e n  in c o m e  le v e l.  

B e c a u s e  th e  u n e q u a l  n u m b e r s  o f fa m il ie s  in  t h e  d if ­

f e r e n t  in c o m e  c la sse s  r e n d e r  p re c ise  c o m p a r is o n  d iffi ­

c u l t ,  c h a r t  11 h a s  b e e n  p r e p a re d  to  sh o w  th e  s h a re s  o f 

a g g re g a te  in c o m e  g o in g  to  e a c h  t e n t h  o f th e  fa m il ie s  

fro m  th e  lo w e s t  to  th e  h ig h e s t  in c o m e  le v e ls . T h e  s i tu ­

a t io n  is  e s s e n tia l ly  th e  s a m e  a s  a p p e a re d  in  c h a r t  3 fo r  

a ll c o n s u m e r  u n i ts ,  in c lu d in g  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls .  T h e  

lo w e s t  4 0  p e r c e n t  o f th e  fa m il ie s  h a d  in c o m e s  b e lo w  

$ 970  a n d  re c e iv e d  15 p e r c e n t  o f th e  t o t a l  in c o m e ;  th e  

n e x t  4 0  p e r c e n t  h a d  in c o m e s  b e tw e e n  $ 970  a n d  $ 2 ,050  

a n d  re c e iv e d  35  p e r c e n t  o f th e  to ta l .  T h e  u p p e r  20 

p e r c e n t ,  w i th  in c o m e s  a b o v e  $ 2 ,0 5 0 , re c e iv e d  51 p e r c e n t  

o f th e  a g g re g a te  fa m ily  in c o m e .

S H A R E  O F  A G G R E G A T E  F A M I L Y  I N C O M E  R E C E I V E D  

B Y  E A C H  T E N T H  O F  N A T I O N ’S  F A M I L I E S

F A M I L I E S

H IG H E S T

T E N T H

N IN T H

E IG H T H

S E V E N T H

S I X T H

F IF T H

F O U R T H

T H I R D

S E C O N D

L O W E S T

T E N T H

10 0
P E R C E N T

B A S E D  O N  T A B L E  6 B

1 9 3 5 - 3 6

IN C O M E  R A N G E

$ 2 8 0 0  S  O V E R

2 0 5 0  -  2 8 0 0  

1 6 7 5  -  2 0 5 0  

1 3 7 5  -  1 6 7 5  

1 1 6 0  -  1 3 7 5  

9 7 0  -  I 1 6 0  

8 0 0  -  9 7 0

6 1 0  -  8 0 0  

4 1 0  -  6 1 0

U N D E R  $ 4 1 0

10

Cha r t  11

A G G R E G A T E  IN C O M E

2 0

P E R C E N T

T h is  c h a r t m a y  b e  r e a d  e ith e r  b y  le n g th  o f  b a r s  o r  b y  s y m b o ls
E a c h  figu re  s y m b o l  r e p r e s e n ts  1 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  fa m ilie s  o r 2 9 4 ,0 0 0  fa m ilie s
E a c h  d o lla r  s y m b o l  r e p r e s e n ts  1 p e r c e n t o f  a g g r e g a te  in c o m e  o f a ll  fa m ilie s  or $ 4 7 6 ,7 9 2 ,3 8 0

3 0 4 0
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I n  c h a r t  12, th e  a g g re g a te  fa m ily  in c o m e  h a s  b e e n  

d iv id e d  in to  t e n th s  w ith  th e  b a r s  o n  th e  r ig h t  in d ic a t in g  

th e  n u m b e r  o f fa m ilie s  re c e iv in g  e a c h  t e n th .  T h is  

c o m p a r is o n  p a ra l le ls  t h a t  g iv e n  in  c h a r t  5 fo r  a ll c o n ­

s u m e r  u n i ts .  T h e  p ro p o r t io n s  o f fa m ilie s  s u p p o r te d  

b y  e a c h  t e n t h  a re  a lm o s t  id e n t ic a l  w ith  th e  p ro p o r t io n s  

sh o w n  in  c h a r t  5, a l th o u g h  th e  in c o m e  ra n g e s  fo r  th e  

v a r io u s  g ro u p s  a re  s o m e w h a t  h ig h e r . T h u s  th e  lo w e s t 

t e n t h  o f th e  a g g re g a te  fa m ily  in c o m e  is  d iv id e d  a m o n g  

th e  32 p e r c e n t  o f th e  fa m il ie s  w ith  in c o m e s  u n d e r  $820, 

w h e re a s  th e  lo w e s t  t e n th  o f th e  t o t a l  a g g re g a te  w a s  

d iv id e d  a m o n g  th e  32 p e r c e n t  o f fa m il ie s  a n d  sing le  

in d iv id u a ls  w i th  in c o m e s  u n d e r  $760.

T h e  n a t io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n  te l ls  in  s u m m a ry  fa s h io n  

w h a t  fa m ily  in c o m e s  w e re  in  1 9 3 5 -3 6 , b u t  i t  i n e v i ta b ly  

c o n c e a ls  th e  in c o m e s  re c e iv e d  b y  sp ec if ic  g ro u p s  o f 

fa m ilie s . E s t im a te s  o f  th e  in c o m e s  o f th e  m a jo r  c o m ­

p o n e n t  g ro u p s  o f fa m il ie s  a re  p re s e n te d  in  su c c e e d in g  

s e c tio n s  o f th e  r e p o r t .  T h e y  p e r m i t  c o m p a r is o n  o f 

fa m ily  in c o m e s  b y  size  o f fa m ily , b y  re g io n , b y  t y p e  o f 

c o m m u n ity ,  b y  o c c u p a t io n , a n d  b y  c o lo r  a n d  n a t iv i ty .

In c o m e s  o f  F a m ilie s  o f  D if fe re n t  S izes

A s th e  p re c e d in g  d is c u ss io n  h a s  p o in te d  o u t ,  fa m ily  

size  is  r e la te d  to  fa m ily  in c o m e  in  tw o  o p p o s in g  w a y s . 

O n  th e  o n e  h a n d ,  th e  n u m b e r  o f e a rn e r s  a n d  th e  a g e  

o f th e  p r in c ip a l  e a rn e r— a n d  c o n s e q u e n tly  t h e  to ta l  

fa m ily  e a rn in g s — a re  a p t  to  in c re a s e  w ith  fa m ily  size. 

O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  fa m ily  n e e d s  a lso  t e n d  to  in c re a s e  

w ith  fa m ily  s ize , so  t h a t  a  la rg e r  in c o m e  is  n e c e s s a ry  

to  m a in ta in  th e  sa m e  s t a n d a r d  o f liv in g . H e n c e  if  th e  

r e la t iv e  a d e q u a c y  of fa m ily  in c o m e s  is  to  b e  re v e a le d , 

i t  is  im p o r ta n t  to  d is c o v e r t h e  p ro p o r t io n s  o f fa m il ie s  

o f e a c h  size  a t  th e  v a r io u s  in c o m e  lev e ls .

C o m p a r is o n s  o f th e  in c o m e s  o f fa m ilie s  o f d if fe re n t  

s izes a re  n e c e s s a ri ly  c o n fin e d  in  th i s  r e p o r t  to  th e  n o n ­

re l ie f  g ro u p , s in c e  th e  s a m p le  d a t a  fo r  th e  re l ie f  g ro u p  

d id  n o t  p e r m i t  t a b u la t io n  in  th i s  m a n n e r .  A s ta b le  4 

in d ic a te s , a p p ro x im a te ly  15 p e r c e n t  o f th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  

o f fa m il ie s  re c e iv e d  so m e  fo rm  o f w o rk  re l ie f  o r  d ir e c t  

re lie f  a t  so m e  t im e  d u r in g  th e  y e a r .  T h e  s h a re  o f th e  

a g g re g a te  fa m ily  in c o m e  re c e iv e d  b y  th e s e  re lie f  fa m ilie s , 

h o w e v e r, a m o u n te d  to  o n ly  7 p e r c e n t  a n d  th e  m e a n  in -

P R O P O R T I O N  O F  N A T I O N ’S  F A M I L I E S  R E C E I V I N G  

E A C H  T E N T H  O F  A G G R E G A T E  F A M I L Y  I N C O M E

1 9 3 5 - 3 6

A G G R E G A T E  IN C O M E

H IG H E S T

T E N T H

N IN T H

E IG H T H

n m m S E V E N T H 2 , 5 2 5  -  3 , 3 0 0
i i i i i i

S E C O N D

L O W E S T

T E N T H

IN C O M E  R A N G E

$ 1 6 , 0 0 0  a  O V E R

5 , 4 5 0  -  1 6 , 0 0 0  

3 , 3 0 0  -  5 , 4 5 0

F A M IL IE S

i i

i t  i i l

2 , 0 7 5  -  2 , 5 2 5  

1 , 7 2 5  -  2 , 0 7 5  

1 , 4 1 0  -  1 , 7 2 5

nmm
i i i i i i i i i

i l l i i i i i i i i

m m
T H IR D 1 , 1 2 5  -  1 , 4 1 0

i i i i i i i i i i i i i

8 2 0  -  1 , 1 2 5  

U N D E R  -  $ 8 2 0

I  I  I  I I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I I  I  I I  I

i l l i l t i i V I V i i V i l l i V Y i i i i i l i V i i l l

P E R C E N T

B A S E D  O N  T A B L E  7 B

10 20
P E R C E N T

3 0 4 0

Cha r t  12

T h is  c h a r t m a y  b e  r e a d  e ith e r  b y  le n g th  o f b a rs  or b y  s y m b o ls
E a c h  d o lla r  s y m b o l  r e p r e s e n ts  1 p e r c e n t o f  a g g r e g a te  in c o m e  o f a ll  fa m ilie s  or $ 4 7 6 ,7 9 2 ,3 8 0  

E a c h  figu re  s y m b o l r e p r e s e n ts  1 p e r c e n t o f  a ll fa m ilie s  or 2 9 4 ,0 0 0  fa m ilie s
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Ta bl e 4.— A v e r a g e  a n d  a g g r e g a t e  i n c o m e s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  o f  f o u r  s i z e s  a n d  o f  r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s , 1 1 9 3 5 - 3 6

F a m ilie s
A v era ge
n u m b e r

of
person s

A v e r a g e  in c o m e A gg re gate  in co m e

R e lie f  s ta tu s  a n d  s iz e  o f  fa m ily

N u m b e r P er c e n t

P e r  fa m ily
P er

c ap ita
(m ean )

P er c e n t
fa m ily

M e d ia n M e a n
(in  th o u san d s)

F a m ili e s  n o t r e c e iv in g  relief:
2 p e rso n s_ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ ________ ______ _ _ __ _ _ ________ _____ _ __ __ _ 6 ,66 8,800 22. 7 2 .0 $1 ,130 $1, 549 $774 $10,329 ,539 21 .7
3 -4  p e rson s_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ ____ _ ____ 11 ,170,400 38 .0 3 .4 1,360 1,864 542 20, 823, 778 4 3 .6
5-6  p e r so n s .______ ___________________  ____ _  _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  . 4 ,804, 400 16.3 5 .4 1,370 1,905 355 9,151, 457 19 .2
7 or m o re  p e r so n s ________ _____ ________  _____ _____ ____________ 2, 269, 600 7 .7 8 .1 1,235 1, 787 221 4, 055,126 8 .5

A ll  n on r e lie f  fa m ilie s_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _  _ _ __ _ _______ _______________ 24,913, 200 8 4 .7 3 .8 $1 ,285 $1,781 $463 $44,359, 900 9 3 .0
F a m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  so m e  r e l ie f 1_____________ _____ _____ __________________ 4 ,48 7,100 15 .3 4 .5 685 740 165 3, 319, 338 7. C

A ll  fa m il ie s__________ __________ ___________________ _ __ __ __ __ __ ___ 29, 400, 300 100 .0 3 .9 $1, 160 $1,622 $411 $47, 679, 238 100.0

i F a m ilie s  are c la ss if ie d  as  r e c e iv in g  r e lie f  i f  th e y  r e c e iv e d  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  l i t t le )  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  y e ar . M a n y  su c h  fa m ilie s  w e r e  d e p e n d e n t o n  relief  
for  p a r t o f  th e  y e a r  o n ly ,  a n d  th e n  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  o n ly  p a r tia l ly  d e p e n d e n t.  T h e  in c o m e s  o f th e  r e lie f  g rou p  th e re for e in c lu d e  ea rn in g s from  regu lar  e m p lo y m e n t a n d  o th er  n o n ­
r e l ie f  in c o m e  as  w e ll  a s  d ire ct r e lief , in  c a sh  a n d  k in d , a n d  w o r k-r elief  e arn in gs . F or  fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , see  A p p e n d ix  A , p .  41.

c o m e  p e r  fa m ily  to  o n ly  $ 740 . T h e i r  o m iss io n  f ro m  th e  

c la ss if ic a tio n  o f fa m il ie s  b y  s iz e  re d u c e s  a p p re c ia b ly  th e  

p r o p o r t io n  o f fa m il ie s  fo u n d  in  th e  lo w e r in c o m e  le v e ls .

T h e  c la ss if ic a tio n  o f  th e  2 4 ,9 00 ,0 0 0  n o n re lie f  fa m ilie s  

in to  fo u r  s ize  g ro u p s , sh o w n  in  ta b le  4 , in d ic a te s  t h a t  

m o re  t h a n  a  fo u r th  o f  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  a re  tw o -p e rs o n  

fa m ilie s , a n d  m o re  t h a n  tw o -f if th s  a r e  th r e e -  a n d  fo u r -  

p e r s o n  fa m ilie s . T h e  se v e n - o r  m o re -p e rs o n  fa m ilie s  

c o n s t i tu te  th e  s m a lle s t  o f  th e  fo u r  g ro u p s , in c lu d in g  

less  t h a n  a  t e n th  o f a ll n o n re lie f  fa m ilie s . T h e  p ro p o r ­

t io n s  o f fa m il ie s  in  th e  d if fe re n t  size  g ro u p s  a re  b a s e d  o n  

th e  s a m p le  d a t a  f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s . 

T h e y  d iffe r  f ro m  th o s e  sh o w n  b y  c e n s u s  c la ss if ic a tio n s  

in  tw o  r e s p e c t s : F i r s t ,  b e c a u se  re l ie f  fa m il ie s  a re  o m i t te d  

fro m  th e  b re a k -d o w n , a n d  se c o n d , b e c a u s e  th e  d e f in itio n  

o f  th e  “ e c o n o m ic ”  fa m ily  u se d  in  th e  s tu d y  d iffe rs  so m e ­

w h a t  fro m  th e  c e n su s  d e f in itio n  o f  a  fa m ily .* * * * * * * * 9 B o th  o f 

th e s e  d if fe re n c e s  te n d  to  re d u c e  s l ig h tly  th e  p ro p o r t io n  

o f  fa m il ie s  o f la rg e r  size. A s ta b le  4  in d ic a te s ,  th e  a v e r ­

a g e  s iz e  o f  fa m ily  fo r  th e  re l ie f  g ro u p  is  4 .5  p e r s o n s  a s 

c o m p a re d  w ith  3 .8  p e rs o n s  fo r  th e  n o n re lie f  g ro u p , a n d  

3 .9  fo r  a l l  fa m ilie s .

T h e  e s s e n tia l  s im i la r i ty  o f  th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  

fo r  th e  fo u r  s izes  o f fa m il ie s  is  sh o w n  in  c h a r t  13, a n d  in  

th e  m o re  d e ta i le d  f ig u re s  p re s e n te d  in  ta b le  5. T h e  

c h ie f  d iffe re n c e  a p p e a r s  in  t h e  re la t iv e ly  g r e a te r  c o n c e n ­

t r a t i o n  o f  tw o -p e rs o n  fa m il ie s  in  th e  lo w  in c o m e  le v e ls . 

T h is  d iffe re n c e  is  to  b e  e x p e c te d , in  v ie w  o f  th e  sm a lle r  

u u m b e r  o f  e a rn e r s  in  th e s e  fa m il ie s  a n d  th e  s h o r te r  

a v e ra g e  p e r io d  o f  e a rn in g  e x p e rie n c e  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  

h e a d  o f  th e  fa m ily . I f  th e  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  size  g ro u p  

w e re  f u r th e r  c la ss ified  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  n u m b e r  o f 

e a rn e r s  a n d  th e  a g e  o f  th e  p r in c ip a l  e a rn e r ,  s ig n if ic a n t  

d if fe re n c e s  in  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  w o u ld  u n d o u b te d ly  b e  

re v e a le d . S u c h  c la s s if ic a tio n , u n f o r tu n a te ly ,  w a s  n o t  

fe a s ib le  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y .

C o m p a r is o n  o f  th e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e s  re c e iv e d  b y  f a m i ­

lie s  in  e a c h  o f  th e  fo u r  size  g ro u p s  h a s  a lr e a d y  b e e n  m a d e

9 F o r  e x p la n a t io n  o f  t h i s  d if fe r e n c e ,  se e  A p p e n d ix  A ,  p .  40.

i n  c h a r t  9. T h e  m e a n  in c o m e  o f tw o -p e rs o n  fa m ilie s—  

$ 1 ,5 4 9 — is  th e  lo w e s t  o f th e  fo u r  g ro u p s , b u t  t h a t  fo r  

s e v e n  o r  m o re  p e r s o n s  is  n e x t  to  th e  lo w e s t . T h e  l a t t e r  

a v e ra g e , in  f a c t ,  is  o n ly  s l ig h tly  a b o v e  $ 1 ,7 8 1 , t h e  m e a n  

in c o m e  fo r  a ll s izes  o f  fa m ily  c o m b in e d . T h is  r e s u l t ,  

a s  a l r e a d y  in  p a r t  e x p la in e d , m a y  b e  a c c o u n te d  fo r  b y  

th e  f a c t  t h a t  fu l ly  h a l f  o f  t h e  n o n re l ie f  fa m il ie s  o f  se v e n  

o r  m o re  p e r s o n s  a r e  f a r m  fa m ilie s ,  a n d  m o re  t h a n  h a l f  

a re  fa m il ie s  l iv in g  in  t h e  S o u th .10 S in c e  f a r m  in c o m e s  a re  

r e la t iv e ly  low — a n d  a lso  in c o m e s  in  th e  S o u th e rn  

S ta te s — th e  m e a n  in c o m e  fo r  a ll fa m il ie s  o f  s e v e n  o r  

m o re  p e rs o n s  is  lo w e re d .

S ee ta b le  31B .

I N C O M E  D I S T R I B U T I O N S  O F  N O N R E L I E F  

F A M I L I E S  O F  F O U R  S I Z E S

1 9 3 5 - 3 6

IN C O M E

L E V E L

U N D E R  $ 5 0 0

$ 5 0 0  -  1 , 0 0 0

$  1 , 0 0 0  -  1 , 5 0 0

$  1 , 5 0 0 - 2 , 0 0 0

$ 2 , 0 0 0  -  2 , 5 0 0

$ 2 , 5 0 0 - 3 , 0 0 0  

$ 3 , 0 0 0  - 4 , 0 0 0  

$ 4 , 0 0 0 - 5 , 0 0 0  

$ 5 , 0 0 0  a  O V E R

0  1 0  2 0  3 0  0  1 0  2 0  3 0  0  1 0  2 0  3 0  0  1 0  2 0  3 0

P E R C E N T  O F  F A M I L I E S

B A S E D  O N  T A B L E  5

Char t  13
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Tabl e 5.— P e r c e n t a g e  , l i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  1 o f  f o u r

s i z e s ,  b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

In c o m e  le v e l
A ll fam i ­

lie s

F a m ilie s  of—

2 pe rson s
3-4

person s
5-6

pe rson s
7 or m o re  
pe rson s

2 .8 5 .1 2 .1 1 .7 1 .9

$250-$500__________________ 7 .8 1 0 .7 6 .8 6 .3 7 .9

$500-$750__________________ 11 .3 12 .8 10 .4 10 .4 1 3 .2

$7 50-$ l,000_ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 13.4 14 .2 12 .7 1 3 .5 1 4 .8

$1,000-$1,250._______________ 13 .2 13 .6 13 .2 1 2 .7 1 2 .9

$1,250-$1,500_______________ 10 .8 10 .1 11 .1 11 .2 10 .7

$1,500-$1,750_______________ 9 .1 8 .2 9 .6 9 .1 8 .7
$1,750-$2,000_______________ 7 .3 6 .3 8 .0 7 .7 6 .3

$2,000-$2,250_______________ 5 .5 4 .7 5 .8 5 .9 5 .0
$2,250-$2,500_______________ 4 .0 3 .5 4 .4 4 .3 guO

$2,500-83,000_______________ 5 .2 3 .8 5 .8 5 .9 5 .3
$8,000-$3,500_______________ 3 .0 2 .2 3 .2 3 .4 3 .0
$3,5C0-$4,000_______________ 1 .8 1 .2 1 .9 2 .2 1 .7

$4,000-$4,500_______________ 1 .0 .7 1 .0 1 .4 1 .1
$4,500-85,000_______________ .6 . 5 .6 .7 .8

$5,000-$7,500_______________ 1 .3 .9 1 .4 1 .6 1 .4
$7,500-$10,000______________ .8 .6 .8 .8 . 5
$10,000 a n d  o v e r ____ _______ 1.1 .9 1 .2 1 .2 1 .3

A ll  le v e ls . ............. ............ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

l E x c lu d e s  a ll fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  li tt le )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F or  fu r th e r e x p la n a tio n , se e  A p p e n d ix  A , p . 41.

F o r  n o n e  o f th e  fo u r  s izes  o f fa m ily  d o e s  th e  m e a n  

in c o m e  v a r y  w id e ly  f ro m  th e  m e a n  fo r  a ll n o n re lie f  

fa m il ie s  c o m b in e d .  T h e  m e d ia n  in c o m e s  sh o w  e v e n  

le ss  v a r ia t io n ,  ra n g in g  f ro m  $ 1 ,1 3 0  fo r  tw o -p e rs o n  

fa m il ie s  to  $ 1 ,370  fo r  f iv e -  a n d  s ix -p e rs o n  fa m ilie s .

R e g io n a l  D iffe re n c e s  in F a m ily  In c o m e s

T h e  d if fe re n t  s e c tio n s  o f t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  a re  so 

d iv e rs e  in  t h e i r  a g r ic u l tu ra l  a n d  in d u s t r ia l  c h a r a c te r ­

i s t ic s  t h a t  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n c e s  in  in c o m e  p a t t e r n s  a re  

n o t  s u rp r is in g .  S o m e  o f th e s e  d if fe re n c e s , s u c h  a s  th e  

p re v a i l in g  d is p a r i ty  b e tw e e n  in c o m e s  in  t h e  S o u th  a n d  

in  o th e r  re g io n s , h a v e  lo n g  b e e n  c o m m o n  k n o w le d g e . 

R e c e n t  G o v e rn m e n t  p o lic ie s  d ir e c te d  to w a rd  th e  c o n ­

s e rv a t io n  o f  n a tu r a l  re s o u rc e s  a n d  th e  r e h a b i l i t a t io n  o f 

d e p re s s e d  a re a s  h a v e  a lso  fo c u s e d  a t t e n t i o n  o n  th e  

e x c e e d in g ly  lo w  e c o n o m ic  s t a tu s  o f  c o n s u m e r  g ro u p s  in  

p a r t i c u la r  p ro b le m  a re a s . B u t  n o  la rg e  b o d y  o f  c o m ­

p a r a b le  d a t a  h a s  b e e n  a v a i la b le  fo r  c o m p a r is o n  o f 

fa m ily  in c o m e s  in  d if fe re n t  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s .

Ta bl e 6.— A v e r a g e  i n c o m e s  o f  f a m i l i e s  i n  f i v e  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s ,  

b a s e d  o n  s a m p l e  d a t a , 1 1 9 3 5 - 3 6

A v e ra g e in c o m e  p e r  fa m ily

G eograp h ic region
M e d ia n M e a n

A ll fam ilie s
N o n r e l ie f  
fa m ilie s 2

A ll  fam ilie s
N o n r e l ie f  
fa m il ie s 2

N e w  E n g la n d ....... ............
N o r th  C e n tr a l..................
S o u th _______ _ _ __ _ _ ___
M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s ___
P a c ific___ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _

$1, 230 
1,260  

905 
1,040  
1,335

$1,365  
1,410  

985 
1,220  
1,485

$1,810  
1,786  
1,326  
1,363  
1,775

$2,011 
1,973  
1,431  
1,537  
1,937

1 F or  lo c a tio n  o f c o m m u n itie s  in c lu d e d  in  sa m p le , see  c h art 10. F o r  d isc u ss io n  of  
lim ita t io n s  o f  th e  reg ion a l c o m p a rison , se e  p p . 18,22-23. 56, a n d  57.

2 T h e  n o n re lie f g rou p  e xc lu d e s  a ll fa m ilie s r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ire ct or  w or k  r e lief  (h o w ­
e v e r  l it t l e )  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F o r  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , see  A p p e n d ix  A , p . 42.

T h e  e s t im a te s  p re s e n te d  in  th i s  r e p o r t  th r o w  so m e  

l ig h t  o n  th e s e  re g io n a l  v a r ia t io n s .  B u t ,  a s  h a s  a lr e a d y  

b e e n  e m p h a s iz e d , t h e  s a m p le  c o m m u n it ie s  in  th e  

v a r io u s  re g io n s  w e re  to o  fe w  in  n u m b e r  a n d  to o  p o o rly  

d is t r ib u te d  to  in s u re  f in d in g s  a d e q u a te ly  r e p r e s e n ta ­

t iv e  o f a ll o f th e  p o p u la t io n  l iv in g  in  e a c h  re g io n . T h e  

r e s u l ts  sh o w n  in  th i s  s e c tio n  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  a re  th e re fo re  

l im i te d  to  t h e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e s  o f t h e  fa m ilie s  in  e a c h  

re g io n . T h e s e  f ig u re s  a p p e a r  in  t a b le  6 . T h e  d i s t r ib u ­

t io n s  o f t h e  fa m il ie s  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  a re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  

m o re  t e n t a t i v e  m a te r ia l  sh o w n  in  A p p e n d ix  B .

I n  o b ta in in g  th e s e  a v e ra g e s  th e  c o m m u n it ie s  c o v e re d  

in  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  w e re  g ro u p e d  

a c c o rd in g  to  th e  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s  sh o w n  o n  th e  

m a p  in  c h a r t  10. T h e s e  re g io n s  d if fe r  w id e ly  in  a re a ,  

a n d  a lso  in  th e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  w ith in  th e i r  

b o u n d a r ie s . E a c h  re g io n  w a s  r e p re s e n te d  in  th e  s a m p le  

d a t a  b y  f ro m  7 to  12 c itie s , f ro m  14 to  4G v illa g e s , a n d  

f ro m  2  to  22  f a r m  c o u n tie s .11 T h e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ilie s  

c o v e re d  b y  th e  s a m p le  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  

in  th e  re g io n  w a s  h ig h e s t  in  th e  th r e e  re g io n s  w ith  

r e la t iv e ly  sm a ll  p o p u la t io n s — th e  P a c if ic , th e  M o u n ta in  

a n d  P la in s ,  a n d  N e w  E n g la n d  R e g io n s , a n d  lo w e s t  in  

th e  tw o  h e a v ily  p o p u la te d  re g io n s— th e  N o r th  C e n tr a l  

a n d  th e  S o u th . I n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  th e  u s u a l  p ro c e ­

d u re  fo llo w e d  in  th e  s tu d y  in  c o m b in in g  s a m p le  d a ta ,  

th e  f ig u re s  fo r  th e  v a r io u s  c o m m u n itie s  in  e a c h  re g io n  

w e re  w e ig h te d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  r e la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  o f 

e a c h  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity ,  e a c h  size  o f f a m ily , a n d  e a c h  

c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  g ro u p  in  th e  to t a l  fa m ily  p o p u la t io n  in  

th e  re g io n . T h e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  e a c h  re g io n  w a s  th e n  

c o r re c te d  b y  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a .11 12

T h e  r e la t iv e  e c o n o m ic  s t a tu s  o f  th e  fa m il ie s  in  th e s e  

fiv e  re g io n a l  sa m p le s ,  a s  m e a s u re d  b y  th e  in c o m e  r e ­

c e iv e d  b y  th e  a v e ra g e  fa m ily , is  sh o w n  f i r s t  in  ta b le  

6 fo r  re l ie f  a n d  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  c o m b in e d . A c c o rd in g  

to  th is  c o m p a r is o n , th e  fa m il ie s  in  th e  N e w  E n g la n d  

R e g io n , w i th  a  m e a n  in c o m e  o f $ 1 ,8 1 0 , f a re d  s l ig h tly  

b e t t e r — in  te r m s  o f  d o l la r  in c o m e — t h a n  th e  fa m ilie s  

in  o th e r  re g io n s . T h e  fa m il ie s  in  th e  N o r th  C e n tr a l  

a n d  in  th e  P a c if ic  R e g io n s  c a m e  n e x t  in  o rd e r , w ith  

m e a n  in c o m e s  o f  $1 ,786  a n d  $ 1 ,7 7 5 , r e s p e c tiv e ly . 

T h e  a v e ra g e s  fo r  th e  M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s  R e g io n  a n d  

fo r  t h e  s a m p le  c o v e re d  in  th e  S o u th  w e re  c o n s id e ra b ly  

lo w e r, a m o u n t in g  to  $1 ,363  a n d  $1 ,326 .

I t  m u s t  b e  re m e m b e re d  in  in te r p r e t in g  th e s e  d iffe r ­

e n ce s  t h a t  th e  a v e ra g e s  a re  a ffe c te d  b y  th e  c o n c e n tr a ­

t io n  o f  v e r y  h ig h  in c o m e s  a m o n g  fa m il ie s  l iv in g  in  la rg e  

c itie s , a n d  t h a t  th e s e  fa m il ie s  a re  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  n u m e r ­

o u s  in  th e  N e w  E n g la n d ,  N o r th  C e n tr a l ,  a n d  P ac if ic  

S ta te s .  I t  m u s t  a lso  b e  b o rn e  in  m in d  t h a t  th e  a v e ra g e s  

fo r  th e  S o u th ,  a n d  fo r  t h e  M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s  R e g io n  

a s  w ell, a re  w e ig h te d  b y  a  r e la t iv e ly  la rg e  p r o p o r t io n  o f 

f a rm  fa m ilie s .13 F u r th e r m o r e ,  i t  s h o u ld  b e  re c a lle d

11 F or  l i s t  o f  sa m p le  c o m m u n itie s , se e  ta b le  1A  a n d  A p p e n d ix  A , p p .  46-47.

12 F or  c o m p a r iso n  o f n u m b e r  o f fa m ilie s  in  th e  p o p u la tio n  a n d  n u m b e r in  th e  sa m p le  

in  e ac h  r e gion , s e e  ta b le  10A . F o r  c o m p a r ison  o f to ta l  in c o m e  r e c e iv e d  b y  a l l  c o n ­

su m e rs  i n  e ac h  r e g io n  ( in c lu d in g  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  in s ti tu t io n a l r e s id e n ts )  w ith  

r e gion a l in c o m e  e st im a te s  p r ep a re d  b y  th e  N a t io n a l In d u str ia l C on fer en c e B oard , 

se e  p . 36.

13 F or n u m b e r  o f fa m ilie s  liv in g  in  e a c h  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n it y  w ith in  e ac h  region,, 

see  ta b le  10A .
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t h a t  c o s ts  o f l iv in g  d iffe r  f ro m  o n e  p a r t  o f th e  c o u n tr y  

to  a n o th e r ,  a n d  a lso  t h a t  th e  c o m p a ris o n  is  fo r  a  p a r ­

t i c u la r  1 2 -m o n th  p e r io d  in  1935 a n d  1936 . A ny  

a b n o rm a l  c o n d it io n s  d u r in g  t h a t  p e r io d , s u c h  a s  th e  

d r o u g h t  a n d  w h e a t  r u s t  in  th e  M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s  

a re a ,  a re  re fle c te d  in  th e  e s t im a te s .

T h e  m e d ia n  fa m ily  in c o m e s  in  th e  f iv e  re g io n a l  

s a m p le s  a lso  a p p e a r  in  ta b le  6 . T h e y  r u n  c o n s id e ra b ly  

lo w e r t h a n  t h e  m e a n  in c o m e s  a n d  sh o w  a  s o m e w h a t  d if ­

f e r e n t  o rd e r  o f  r a n k in g . T h e  h ig h e s t  m e d ia n  in c o m e , 

o f  $ 1 ,3 3 5 , w a s  fo u n d  in  th e  P a c if ic  R e g io n , a n d  th e  

lo w e s t,  o f $90 5 , in  th e  S o u th .  N e w  E n g la n d  w a s  in  

a  m id d le  p o s i t io n  w i th  a  m e d ia n  fa m ily  in c o m e  of 

$ 1 ,2 3 0 .

W h e n  a ll fa m ilie s  t h a t  re c e iv e d  re lie f  a t  so m e  t im e  

d u r in g  th e  y e a r  a re  e x c lu d e d  f ro m  th e  e s t im a te s ,  th e  

a v e ra g e  in c o m e s  a re , o f  c o u rse , a p p re c ia b ly  h ig h e r . 

A s t a b le  6 in d ic a te s ,  th e  p e r c e n t  o f  in c re a s e , fo r  b o th  

th e  m e d ia n  a n d  th e  m e a n  in c o m e s , is  a p p ro x im a te ly  

th e  s a m e  in  a ll o f  t h e  re g io n s— in  t h e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f 10 

p e r c e n t .  T h e  f ig u re s  fo r  th e  M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s  

R e g io n  sh o w  a  s l ig h tly  h ig h e r  p r o p o r t io n a te  in c re a s e , 

a n d  th o s e  fo r  t h e  S o u th  a  s l ig h tly  s m a lle r  o n e . T h e s e  

d iffe re n c e s  c o r re s p o n d  w i th  t h e  s l ig h t  d iffe re n c e s  in  th e  

p e rc e n ta g e  o f  fa m il ie s  re c e iv in g  re l ie f  in  t h e  f iv e  re g io n s . 

I n  th e  M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s  R e g io n , 20  p e r c e n t  o f  a ll 

fa m il ie s  a re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  re l ie f  g ro u p , a n d  in  th e  

S o u th ,  a  l i t t l e  le ss  t h a n  14 p e r c e n t .  T h e  p ro p o r t io n s  

fo r  t h e  o th e r  re g io n s  fa ll b e tw e e n  th e s e  tw o  fig u re s .14

R u r a l -U r b a n  D iffe re n c e s  in  F a m ily  In c o m e s

T h e  c o n t r a s t  b e tw e e n  th e  in c o m e s  o f r u r a l  fa m ilie s  

a n d  o f  th o s e  l iv in g  in  c it ie s  o f  d if fe re n t  s iz e  h a s  a lr e a d y  

b e e n  in d ic a te d  b y  th e  f ig u re s  p r e s e n te d  in  c h a r t  7 . 

T h e s e  d iffe re n c e s  a re  sh o w n  in  fu lle r  d e ta i l  i n  t h e  n e x t  

g ro u p  o f  c h a r t s  a n d  ta b le s .

14 F o r  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  r e l ie f  fa m ilie s  in  e a c h  r e g io n , s e e  ta b le  9A .

T h e  e s t im a te s  a v a i la b le  fo r  th e s e  r u r a l - u r b a n  c o m ­

p a r is o n s  r e la te  o n ly  to  n o n re lie f  fa m ilie s , a n d  h e n c e  d o  

n o t  te l l  th e  c o m p le te  s to r y  o f  h o w  fa m ily  in c o m e s  d iffe r  

f ro m  o n e  ty p e  o f c o m m u n i ty  to  a n o th e r .  I f  th e  4  % 

m illio n  fa m ilie s  t h a t  re c e iv e d  re l ie f  h a d  b e e n  in c lu d e d  

in  th e  e s t im a te s ,  th e  p ro p o r t io n  o f fa m il ie s  in  th e  lo w e r 

in c o m e  in te r v a ls  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a p p re c ia b ly  g re a te r ,  

a n d  th e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e  p e r  fa m ily  a p p re c ia b ly  lo w e r. 

E x c e p t  in  th e  c a se  o f f a rm  fa m ilie s , h o w e v e r,  th e  r e la ­

t iv e  p o s i t io n  o f th e  d if fe re n t  ty p e s ,o f  c o m m u n i ty  w o u ld  

h a v e  b e e n  l i t t l e  a l te re d ,  fo r  th e  p r o p o r t io n  o f fa m ilie s  

re c e iv in g  re lie f  a t  so m e  t im e  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  sh o w e d  

l i t t l e  v a r ia t io n  w ith  size  o f c o m m u n ity .  T h e  h ig h e s t  

p r o p o r t io n  w a s  fo u n d  in  th e  r u r a l  n o n fa rm  a re a s , w h e re  

19 p e r c e n t  o f  a ll fa m il ie s  re c e iv e d  so m e  re lie f , a n d  t h e  

lo w e s t  p r o p o r t io n  (e x c e p t fo r  f a rm s )  in  m e tro p o lis e s  o f

1 ,50 0 ,000  p o p u la t io n  a n d  o v e r,  w h e re  a b o u t  15 p e r c e n t  

re c e iv e d  re lie f . T h e  p e rc e n ta g e  fo r  f a rm  fa m il ie s  w a s  

d is t in c t ly  lo w e r, a v e ra g in g  9 p e r c e n t  fo r  a ll o f th e  f a rm  

c o u n tie s  s a m p le d . H e n c e  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  th e  re l ie f  

g ro u p  in  t h e  e s t im a te s  w o u ld  h a v e  h a d  r e la t iv e ly  le s s  

e ffe c t o n  th e  f ig u re s  fo r  f a rm  in c o m e s .15

T h e  d iv is io n  o f th e  25 m illio n  n o n re l ie f  fa m ilie s  

a m o n g  th e  s ix  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n i ty  c o n s id e re d  i n  th e  

s tu d y  a p p e a r s  in  ta b le  7. M o re  t h a n  6 m illio n , o r  

o n e - fo u r th  o f th e  t o ta l  n u m b e r ,  w e re  f a rm  fa m il ie s ,  

a n d  a b o u t  4K m illio n  w e re  r u r a l  fa m il ie s  l iv in g  in  c o m ­

m u n it ie s  o f le ss  t h a n  2 ,50 0  p o p u la t io n  o r  in  th e  o p e n  

c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t  o n  fa rm s . O f th e  14 m illio n  u r b a n  

fa m ilie s , n e a r ly  3 m illio n  liv e d  in  th e  fo u r  g r e a t  m e ­

t ro p o lis e s  in  th e  N o r th  C e n t r a l  R e g io n — N e w  Y o rk , 

C h ic a g o , P h i la d e lp h ia ,  a n d  D e t r o i t .  O v e r  4 /  m illio n  

l iv e d  in  la rg e  c it ie s  o f  100 ,000  to  1 ,50 0 ,000  p o p u la t io n  

in  v a r io u s  s e c tio n s  o f  th e  c o u n tr y ,  a b o u t  2 % m il lio n  in  

m id d le -s iz e d  c itie s ,  a n d  th e  re m a in in g  4  m il lio n  in  sm a ll  

c it ie s  o r  to w n s  o f  2 ,5 0 0  to  25 ,000  p o p u la t io n .

15 F o r  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  r e lie f  fa m ilie s  in  e a c h  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n ity  in  e ac h  r e gion , se e  

ta b le  9A . F o r  so u r ce s  o f  e s tim a te s ,  se e  A p p e n d ix  A , p .  73 -74.

Table 7.— A v e r a g e  a n d  a g g r e g a t e  i n c o m e s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  1 i n  s i x  t y p e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y , 1 9 3 5 - 8 6

T y p e  o f c o m m u n it y

F a m ilie s A v e ra g e
n u m b e r

A v e ra g e in c o m e  
per fa m ily

A gg re gate  in co m e

N u m b e r P er ce n t
per

fa m ily M e d ia n M e a n
A m o u n t  

( in  th o u san d s)
P er c e n t

M e tr o p o li s e s :2
1,500,000 p o p u la t io n  a n d  o v e r _ _ ------- -------------------------------------------------  --------- - 2 ,80 6,900 11 .3 3 .5 $1 ,730 $2,704 $7, 591,014 17 .1

L arg e c it ie s :
100,000 to  1,500,000 p op u la tio n  ------------- -------  -------- -------- ----------- -------------------- 4, 666, 700 18 .7 3 .5 1, 560 2,177 10,161, 241 2 2 .9

M id d le -s iz e d  c it ies :
25,000 t o  100,000 p o p u la t io n ------------ ---------- ---------------------------- -------- -------------------- 2 ,60 7,600 10 .4 3 .7 1 ,360 1,813 4 ,728 ,161 10 .7

S m a ll  c it ie s :
2,500 to  25,000 p o p u la t io n ._ -------- ------ - --------- ----------------  .  - --------------  ------- 4 ,07 9,700 16 .4 3 .7 1, 290 1,653 6 ,744 ,813 1 5 .2

A ll  u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s . ------------------  ------------------------  -------  --------  ----- 14 ,160,900 5 6 .8 3 .6 $1,475 $2,064 $29, 225, 229 6 5 .9

R u r a l n on far m  c om m u n  it ie s  3 ------------------- - - ----- ----------------------- - --------------------------- 4, 585, 700 18.4 3 .7 $1, 210 $1, 607 $7, 371,101 16 .6
6,166, 600 2 4 .8 4 .5 965 1,259 7, 763, 570 17 .5

A ll  ru ra l c o m m u n it ie s -------------------------------------------------------- ------ --------------------- 10 ,752,300 43. 2 4 .2 $1,070 $1,408 $15,134, 671 3 4 .1

A 11 c o m m u n it ie s -------------------------------------------- - ----- ------- ---------- ----------------------- 24,913, 200 100 .0 3 .8 $1, 285 $1, 781 $44,359, 900 100.0

1 E x c lu d e s  a ll fa m ilie s  r ec e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w ev e r l i tt le )  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  ye a r. F or  fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , see  A p p e n d ix  A , p .  42.
2 M etr o p o lise s  o f  th is  s iz e  are in  N o r th  C e n tra l R e g io n  o n ly  (N e w  Y o r k , C h ic ag o , P h ila d e lp h ia , a n d  D e tr o it) .
2 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  c o m m u n it ie s  w ith  p o p u la tio n  u n d e r  2,500, a n d  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t o n  farm s.
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A s ta b le  7 sh o w s, th e  fa m il ie s  in  la rg e  c it ie s  a n d  in  

th e  m e tro p o lis e s  re c e iv e d  s o m e w h a t  la rg e r  s h a re s  of 

t h e  t o t a l  fa m ily  in c o m e  in  r e la t io n  to  th e i r  n u m b e r s  in  

t h e  p o p u la t io n ,  a n d  h a d  th e  h ig h e s t  a v e ra g e  income*? 

p e r  fa m ily .  F a r m  fa m il ie s  re c e iv e d  a  s m a lle r  re la t iv e  

s h a re  o f  th e  a g g re g a te , a n d  h a d  th e  lo w e s t  a v e ra g e  

in c o m e .

A V E R A G E  IN C O M E S  O F  N O N R E L IE F  F A M IL IE S

IN  S I X  T Y P E S  O F  C O M M U N IT Y

1 9 3 5 - 3 6

F A R M S

R U R A L  N O N F A R M

U N D E R  2 .S O O

S M A L L  C I T I E S

2 , 5 0 0  -  2 5 , 0 0 0

M I D D L E  S I Z E D  C I T I E S

2 5 , 0 0 0  -  1 0 0 , 0 0 0

L A R G E  C I T I E S ,

1 0 0 , 0 0 0  -  1 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

M E T R O P O L I S E S

1 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  a  O V E R

M E D IA N

IN C O M E

M E A N

IN C O M E

EACH DISC REPRESENTS $500 OF INCOME FOR THE YEAR 

BASED ON TABLE 7

Cha r t  14

T h e  m e a n  a n d  th e  m e d ia n  fa m ily  in c o m e s  fo r  th e  fo u r  

s izes  o f c i t ie s  a n d  fo r  th e  tw o  ty p e s  o f r u r a l  c o m m u n i ty  

a r e  c o m p a re d  g ra p h ic a l ly  in  c h a r t  14. B o th  s e ts  o f 

a v e ra g e s  sh o w  th e  p ro g re s s iv e  r is e  in  in c o m e  le v e l  w ith  

in c re a s in g  u rb a n iz a t io n .  T h e  m e d ia n  in c o m e s , ra n g in g  

f ro m  $ 965  fo r  f a rm s  to  $ 1 ,730  fo r  m e tro p o lis e s , v a r y  less 

w id e ly  t h a n  d o  t h e  m e a n s , s in c e  t h e y  a r e  le ss  a ffe c te d  b y  

th e  v e r y  h ig h  in c o m e s  o f th e  fa m il ie s  a t  th e  to p  o f  th e  

in c o m e  sc a le . F o r  f a rm  fa m il ie s  th e  m e a n  in c o m e  w a s  

$ 1 ,25 9 , b u t  fo r  fa m il ie s  l iv in g  in  m e tro p o lis e s , w h e re  th e  

ra n g e  o f  in c o m e s  is  w id e s t,  i t  re a c h e d  t h e  s t r ik in g ly  h ig h  

f ig u re  o f  $ 2 ,704 . T h e  m e d ia n  in c o m e  fo r  a ll u r b a n  

n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  w a s  $ 1 ,475  a s  c o m p a re d  w i th  $1 ,070  

fo r  r u r a l  f a m il ie s ; th e  c o r re s p o n d in g  m e a n  in c o m e s  w e re  

$ 2 ,064  a n d  $1 ,408 .

C h a r t  15 b e a rs  o u t  th e  s to r y  to ld  b y  th e  a v e ra g e s  

a s  to  th e  r e la t iv e  in c o m e  s t a tu s  o f fa m il ie s  in  th e  six  

ty p e s  o f c o m m u n ity .  F a r m  fa m ilie s  a re  c o n sp ic u ­

o u s ly  m a s s e d  in  th e  lo w e r in c o m e  le v e ls— 52 p e r c e n t  

fa llin g  b e lo w  $ 1 ,0 0 0 . R u r a l  n o n fa rm  fa m il ie s  a n d  

fa m il ie s  l iv in g  in  sm a ll  c itie s  a re  m o s t  n u m e ro u s  in  th e  

in c o m e  c la sse s  b e tw e e n  $ 500  a n d  $ 1 ,500 . T h e  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  fo r  m id d le -s iz e d  a n d  la rg e  c it ie s  sh o w  m o re  d is ­

p e r s io n  th r o u g h  th e  m id d le  in c o m e  ra n g e s , a n d  t h a t  

fo r  m e tro p o lis e s  sh o w s a  d is t in c t ly  la rg e r  p ro p o r t io n  

o f fa m il ie s  in  t h e  h ig h e r  le v e ls . S e v e n  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  

m e t ro p o l i ta n  fa m il ie s  re c e iv e d  in c o m e s  o f $ 5 ,000  a n d  

o v e r, a s  c o m p a re d  w i th  a  l i t t l e  o v e r  1 p e r c e n t  o f f a rm  

fa m ilie s . T h e  p r o p o r t io n  o f n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  th e  

s e v e ra l  ty p e s  o f c o m m u n i ty  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l  a re  

c o m p a re d  in  ta b le  8 w ith  th e  p ro p o r t io n s  o f a ll n o n ­

re l ie f  fa m il ie s  a t  th e  sa m e  le v e ls .

T h e  d is c u ss io n  o f v a r ia t io n  in  r e a l  in c o m e s  in  a  p re ­

c e d in g  se c tio n  o f  th e  r e p o r t  h a s  e m p h a s iz e d  th e  l im i ta ­

t io n s  o f  th e s e  d o l la r  f ig u re s  a s  a  m e a s u re  o f  th e  a c tu a l  

d if fe re n c e s  in  e c o n o m ic  s t a tu s  b e tw e e n  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  

fa m ilie s .16 T h e  p o in ts  m e n tio n e d  in  t h a t  d is c u ss io n  

n e e d  n o t  b e  r e p e a te d  h e re . H o w e v e r,  so m e  f u r th e r  

c o m m e n t  is  r e q u ir e d  r e g a rd in g  th e  c o v e ra g e  o f  th e  

s a m p le  d a t a  o n  w h ic h  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  e a c h  

ty p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  w e re  b a s e d .

I n  c h o o s in g  th e  c o m m u n it ie s  to  b e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  

S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  a n  a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  to

16 S ee p p .  11-12.

IN C O M E  D IS T R IB U T IO N S  O F  N O N R E L IE F  F A M IL IE S  

IN  S IX  T Y P E S  O F  C O M M U N IT Y

1 9 3 5 - 3 6

IN C O M E

L E V E L

U N D E R  $ 5 0 0  

$  5 0 0 *  1 ,0 0 0  

$  1 , 0 0 0 * 1 , 5 0 0  

$  1 , 5 0 0 - 2 , 0 0 0  

$  2 , 0 0 0 - 2 , 5 0 0  

$  2 , 5 0 0 - 3 , 0 0 0  

$  3 , 0 0 0 - 4 , 0 0 0  

$  4 , 0 0 0 - 5 . 0 0 0  

$  5 , 0 0 0  a  O V E R

M E T R O P O L IS E S

( 1 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0  a O V E R )

L A R G E  C I T I E S  M ID D L E  S IZ E D  C I T I E S

( 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  - 1 , 5 0 0 ,0 0 0 ) ' ( 2 5 ,0 0 0  -  1 0 0 , 0 0 0 )

0  10 2 0

P E R C E N T  O F  F A M IL IE S

0  10 2 0

IN C O M E

L E V E L

U N D E R  $ 5 0 0

$  5 0 0 -  1 ,0 0 0  

$  1 , 0 0 0 - 1 , 5 0 0

$  1 , 5 0 0 - 2 0 0 0  

$  2 , 0 0 0 * 2 , 5 0 0

$  2 , 5 0 0 - 3 , 0 0 0

$  3 , 0 0 0 - 4 , 0 0 0

$  5 , 0 0 0  a  O VE R

S M A L L  C IT IE S
( 2 , 5 0 0  -  2 5 ,0 0 0 )

R U R A L  N O N F A R M

0  1 0  2 0

B A S E B  O N  T A B L E  8

Cha r t  15



a v o id  c o m m u n it ie s  t h a t  w e re  s a te l l i te s  o f la r g e r  c it ie s  

a n d  d id  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  d i s t in c t  d e g re e s  o f  u rb a n iz a t io n  

in  th e m s e lv e s .17 A c c o rd in g ly , n o  s u b u r b a n  v il la g e s  o r  

c i t ie s  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  s a m p le . A s  a  r e s u l t ,  th e  

in c o m e  fig u re s  fo r  r u ra l -n o n fa rm  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  fo r  

sm a ll c it ie s  a re  p o ss ib ly  s o m e w h a t  lo w e r t h a n  th e y  

s h o u ld  be.

Ta bl e 8.— P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  1 i n  s i x  

t y p e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y , b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l , 1 9 8 5 - 8 6

C o n s u m e r  I n c o m e s

F a m ilie s  l iv in g  in —

In c o m e  le v e l
A ll

fam ilie s

U r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s
R u r al c o m ­

m u n itie s

M e tr o p ­
o lise s ,2

1,500,000
p o p u la ­

t io n
a n d
o ver

L arge
c it ie s ,
100,000

to
1,500,000
p o p u la ­

t io n

M id d le -
s iz ed

c itie s ,
25.000 

to
100.000 

p o p u la ­
t io n

S m all
c it ie s ,
2,500

to
25,000

p o p u la ­
t io n

N o n ­
farm  3

F a rm

U n d e r  $250_ _ _ _ _ _ __ 2 .8 1 .7 2 .0 2 .4 3 .1 3 .0 3 .8
$250-$500_________ 7 .8 2 .8 4 .4 5 .5 6 .3 8 .9 13 .9
$500-$7i>0_________ 11.3 5 .2 7 .6 9 .4 10 .3 11 .8 18 .0
$750-$1,000_______ 13.4 8 .5 10 .5 13 .6 13 .9 14 .4 16 .6
$1,000-$1,250______ 13 .2 10 .9 12 .4 13 .9 14 .6 14 .0 12 .8

$1,250-$1,500______ 10.8 11 .0 10.6 11 .6 11 .1 11 .6 9 .8
$1,.500-$1,750______ 9 .1 10 .8 10 .0 9 .7 9 .4 9 .1 7 .0
$l,7 50-$2 ,000______ 7 .3 9 .7 9 .0 8 .5 7 .8 6. 5 4 .8
$2,000-$2,250______ 5 .5 7 .9 6 .9 6 .1 5 .8 5 .1 3 .1
$2 ,250-$2 ,500______ 4 .0 5 .8 5 .5 4 .5 4 .0 3 .4 2 .5

$2 ,500-$3,000______ 5 .2 8 .5 7 .1 5 .4 5 .3 4 .4 2 .9
$3 ,000-$3,500______ 3 .0 4 .7 4 .2 3 .1 3 .1 2 .3 1 .6
$3 ,500-$4,000______ 1 .8 2 .9 2 .7 1 .7 1 .7 1 .3 1 .0
$4 ,000-$4,500______ 1 .0 1 .7 1 .6 1 .0 .8 .8 .5
$4,500-$S,000______ .6 .9 .9 .7 .5 .6 .3

45,000-$7,500______ 1 .3 2 .1 1 .8 1 .3 1.1 1 .4 .6
$7,500-$10,000_____ .8 1 .6 1.1 .6 .6 .6 .4
$10,000 a n d  o v er___ 1.1 3 .3 1 .7 1 .0 .6 .8 .4

A ll le v e ls ____ 100 .0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1 E x c lu d e s  a ll fa m ilie s r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ire ct or  w o r k  r e lief  (h o w ev e r l it t le )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e ar . F o r  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  A p p e n d ix  A , p . 42.

2 M e tr o p o lise s  o f  th is  s iz e  are in  N o r th  C e n tra l R e g io n  o n ly  ( N e w  Y o r k , C h icago, 
P h ila d e lp h ia , a n d  D e tr o it) .

3 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  c o m m u n itie s  w ith  p o p u la tio n  u n d e r  2,500, a n d  fam ilie s  
l iv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t o n  farm s.

S im ila rly , th e  f a rm  a re a s  sa m p le d  in  th e  S tu d y  of 

C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  w e re  c h o s e n  to  r e p r e s e n t  th e  m o re  

i m p o r t a n t  ty p e s  o f f a rm in g , a n d  c a n n o t  b e  c o n s id e re d  

a  r a n d o m  s a m p le  a d e q u a te ly  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  a l l  f a rm  

a re a s . T h e  s a m p le  a re a s  in  th e  S o u th ,  p a r t ic u la r ly ,  

a f fo rd e d  a  p o o r  b a s is  fo r  e s t im a t in g  f a r m  in c o m e s  in  

t h a t  re g io n . I n  e x te n d in g  th e  s a m p le  d a t a  to  th e  

S o u th e r n  f a r m  p o p u la t io n ,  u se  w a s  m a d e  o f  in fo rm a tio n  

o n  f a r m  in c o m e s  in  S o u th e rn  S ta te s  o b ta in e d  f ro m  

v a r io u s  so u rc e s , a s  a  b a s is  fo r  w e ig h tin g  th e  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  sh o w n  b y  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .18 

B u t  th e  f in a l e s t im a te s  fo r  f a r m  fa m il ie s  in  th e  S o u th  

a r e  c o n s id e re d  d is t in c t ly  le ss  re l ia b le  t h a n  th o s e  fo r  

o th e r  s e c tio n s  o f th e  c o u n try .

I n  g e n e ra l,  t h e  c o v e ra g e  o f th e  s a m p le  d a t a  is  less  

a d e q u a te  fo r  b o th  th e  f a rm  a n d  th e  ru ra l -n o n fa rm  p o p u -

n  T h e  b a s is  o f  c h o ic e  o f  c o m m u n itie s  w a s  d e te r m in e d  b y  th e  m a jor  p u r p ose  o f  th e  

s tu d y — th e  a n a ly s is  o f  v a r ia tio n s  in  fa m ily  e x p e n d itu r e  a m o n g  d iffer en t g rou p s  o f  th e  

p o p u la t io n .

13 F o r  e x p la n a t io n  o f th is  pr oce du r e, se e  A p p e n d ix  A , p p .  54 an d  57.
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l a t io n  t h a n  fo r  u r b a n  fa m ilie s , a n d  less  a d e q u a te  fo r  

sm a ll  c it ie s  t h a n  fo r  th o s e  o f la r g e r  s iz e .19 A lth o u g h  

th e  s a m p le  in c lu d e d  o n ly  20  c itie s  o f  2 5 ,000  p o p u la t io n  

a n d  o v e r,  a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  22 s m a ll  c it ie s ,  140 v illa g e s  

a n d  56 f a r m  c o u n tie s ,20 th e  g r e a te r  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  

a v a i la b le  fo r  s a m p lin g  in  th e  la rg e r  c o m m u n it ie s  r e ­

s u l te d  in  a  h ig h e r  r a t io  o f n u m b e r  o f fa m il ie s  in  th e  

s a m p le  to  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  in  th e  p o p u la t io n .

O c c u p a t io n a l  D iffe re n c e s  in  F a m ily  In c o m e s

D iffe re n c e s  in  fa m ily  in c o m e s  a m o n g  th e  v a r io u s  

o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  a re  c o n s id e ra b ly  m o re  p ro n o u n c e d  

th a n  t h e  fa m ily -s iz e , re g io n a l ,  a n d  ty p e -o f -c o m m u n ity  

d if fe re n c e s  a lr e a d y  d isc u sse d .

T h e  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p  in to  w h ic h  a  fa m ily  w a s  

p la c e d  fo r  p u rp o s e s  o f th is  s tu d y  w a s  d e te rm in e d  b y  

th e  o c c u p a t io n  f ro m  w h ic h  th e  la r g e s t  a m o u n t  o f  a ll 

fa m ily  e a rn in g s  w a s  d e r iv e d , r a t h e r  t h a n  b y  th e  o c c u ­

p a t io n  o f  t h e  p r in c ip a l  e a rn e r . In c o m e  re c e iv e d  fro m  

in v e s tm e n ts  a n d  p r o p e r ty  o r  f ro m  o th e r  so u rc e s  d id  

n o t  a ffe c t  th i s  c la s s if ic a tio n , a l th o u g h  s u c h  in c o m e  

w as , o f  c o u rse , in c lu d e d  in  th e  t o ta l  in c o m e  d e te rm in in g  

th e  in c o m e  le v e l to  w h ic h  th e  fa m ily  b e lo n g e d . T h e  

d e f in itio n s  o f th e  m a jo r  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  c o n fo rm  

w ith  th o s e  u s e d  in  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s ,  

a n d  fo llow , in  g e n e ra l,  t h e  g ro u p in g s  d e v e lo p e d  b y  th e  

F e d e ra l  E m e rg e n c y  R e lie f  A d m in is tr a t io n  a n d  l a t e r  

a d o p te d  b y  th e  W o rk s  P ro g re s s  A d m in is tr a t io n .21

F a m il ie s  t h a t  h a d  re c e iv e d  re l ie f  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  

th e  s c h e d u le  y e a r  w e re  n e c e s s a ri ly  e x c lu d e d  fro m  th e  

o c c u p a t io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n s ,  s in c e  th e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d a t a  

fo r  re lie f  fa m il ie s  w e re  n o t  a v a i la b le  b y  o c c u p a t io n a l  

g ro u p  a t  th e  t im e  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  p re p a re d . 

B e c a u se  o f th is  o m iss io n , a n d  b e c a u s e  s u p p le m e n ta ry  

fa m ily  e a rn e r s  d o  n o t  a p p e a r  s e p a r a te ly  in  t h e  c la s s i ­

f ic a t io n , th e  p ro p o r t io n s  b e tw e e n  th e  s e v e ra l  g ro u p s  

d if fe r  c o n s id e ra b ly  f ro m  th o s e  sh o w n  b y  th e  c e n s u s  a n d  

b y  o th e r  o c c u p a t io n a l  c la ss if ic a tio n s . A s  w a s  p o in te d  

o u t  a b o v e , t h e  p r o p o r t io n  o f fa m il ie s  in  th e  w a g e - 

e a rn e r  g ro u p  is  u n u s u a l ly  lo w , b e c a u se  o f  th e  re la t iv e ly  

h ig h  in c id e n c e  o f  re lie f  a m o n g  fa m il ie s  in  th i s  c a te g o ry .

T h e  n u m b e r s  o f  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  t h e  e ig h t  o c c u ­

p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  u se d  in  t h e  s tu d y  a re  sh o w n  in  ta b le  9, 

to g e th e r  w i th  th e  a v e ra g e  a n d  a g g re g a te  in c o m e s  o f 

e a c h  g ro u p . A v e ra g e  in c o m e s  a re  c o m p a re d  g ra p h ic a l ly  

in  c h a r t  16. W a g e -e a rn in g  a n d  fa rm in g  22 fa m ilie s  a re  

m o s t  n u m e ro u s , r e p re s e n t in g  38 p e r c e n t  a n d  25 p e rc e n t ,

19 F o r  c om p a rison  o f n u m b er  o f fa m ilie s in  th e  p o p u la tio n  a n d  n u m b e r in  th e  sa m p le  

for e a c h  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity ,  se e  ta b le  10A .

29 F or  l is t  o f  c o m m u n itie s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n su m e r  P u r c h ase s b u t  n o t  

in c lu d e d  in  th e  in c o m e  e stim a te s  p r e se n te d  in  th is  r ep or t, se e  fo o tn o te  6, p . 57, in  

A p p e n d ix  A .

W . P .  A . ,  C irc ular  N o . 2, O cc u p a tio n a l C lass if ic a tio n  a n d  C o d e , J u ly  1935, a n d  

C ircu lar N o .  2  A , In d e x  o f O cc u p a tio n s . S ee  a lso  A p p e n d ix  A , p . 44.

22 F a r m  fa m ilie s  w e r e  d e fin e d  o n  th e  sa m e b a s is  for b o t h  th e  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity  

a n d  th e  o c c u p a tio n a l c lass if ic a tio n s .
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2 6 N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  o f  t h e  t o ta l .  T h e  s a m e  tw o  g ro u p s  h a d  

t h e  lo w e s t  m e a n  in c o m e s— $ 1,289  fo r  t h e  w a g e -e a rn in g , 

a n d  $ 1 ,2 5 9  fo r  t h e  f a rm in g  g ro u p . T h e  g ro u p  c o v e rin g  

“ o th e r ”  o c c u p a t io n s  c a m e  n e x t  in  o rd e r ,  w i th  a  m e a n  

in c o m e  o f $ 1 ,6 9 6 ;  th i s  g ro u p  in c lu d e s  a  s m a ll  n u m b e r  

o f  fa m ilie s  d e r iv in g  th e i r  m a in  e a rn in g s  f ro m  fa rm in g  

b u t  l iv in g  in  c i t ie s  o r  v il la g e s  a n d  h e n c e  e x c lu d e d  f ro m  

th e  f a r m  g ro u p . I t  a lso  in c lu d e s  a ll n o n re l ie f  fa m il ie s  

t h a t  re c e iv e d  n o  in c o m e  f ro m  e a rn in g s  d u r in g  th e  y e a r.

Ta bl e 9.— A v e r a g e  a n d  a g g r e g a t e  i n c o m e s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  1 
i n  e i g h t  o c c u p a t i o n a l  g r o u p s ,2 1 9 8 5 - 8 6

F a m ilie s
A v e r a ge  in c o m e  

p er fa m ily
A gg re gate  in com e

O c c u p ation a l g rou p

N u m b e r P er c e n t M e d ia n M e a n
A m o u n t  
( in  th o u ­

san d s)
P er c e n t

W ag e -e a rn in g ------------- 9 ,45 9,300 3 7 .9 $1 ,175 $1, 289 $12,189 ,038 27 .5
F a r m in g s ................. ...... 6 .166 ,600 24 .8 965 1,259 7, 763, 570 17 .5
C le r ic a l....... ....... .......... . 3, 626, 200 14 .5 1,710 1, 901 6, 893,835 15 .5
B u sin e ss:

S a la r ie d --------------- 1 ,112 ,600 4 .5 2, 485 4, 212 4, 686, 662 10 .6
In d e p e n d e n t ___ 2, 372, 700 9 .5 1,515 2,547 6,043, 451 13 .6

P rofession a l:
S a la r ie d --------------- 989, 200 4 .0 2,100 3,087 3, 053, 568 6 .9
I n d e p e n d e n t-  ------ 340,900 1 .4 3, 540 6,734

1,696
2, 295, 669 5 .2

O th e r 4_______ ____ 845, 700 3 .4 745 1,434 ,107 3 .2

A ll  g r o u p s--------- 24,913, 200 100 .0 $1,285 $1,781 $44,359, 900 100.0

1 E x c lu d e s  a ll  fa m ilie s r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w ev e r l i tt le )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F or  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , s e e  A p p e n d ix  A , p . 42.

2 F a m ilie s  a re  c la ss if ie d  a c co rd in g  t o  o c c u p a tio n  fr om  w h ic h  larg est a m o u n t of 
fa m ily  e a r n in g s  w a s  d e r iv e d , r a th e r  th a n  ac co rd in g  to  o c c u p a tio n  o f th e  p r in c ip a l  
e arner. F or  fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , s e e p .  25 a n d  A p p e n d ix  A , p . 44.

3 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  o n  farm s in  ru ra l areas o n ly .
4 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s  w ith  n o  in c o m e  from  e ar n in gs  d u r in g  th e  y e ar , a n d  v illa g e  an d  

c i t y  fa m ilie s w ith  m ajor e ar n in gs  from  farm ing.

T h e  c le ric a l g ro u p — th e  th i r d  g ro u p  in  n u m e r ic a l  

im p o r ta n c e — w a s  n e x t  in  s ize  o f in c o m e , th e  m e a n  fo r  

th e  g ro u p  a m o u n t in g  to  $1 ,901 . T h e  in d e p e n d e n t  

b u s in e s s  g ro u p  c a m e  n e x t ,  w i th  t h e  s a la r ie d  p ro fe ss io n a l 

a n d  th e  s a la r ie d  b u s in e s s  g ro u p s  fo llo w in g . T h e  in d e ­

p e n d e n t  p ro fe s s io n a l  g ro u p , m u c h  th e  s m a lle s t  in  n u m ­

b e r , h a d  b y  f a r  t h e  h ig h e s t  m e a n  in c o m e , $ 6 ,734 .

T h e  m e d ia n  in c o m e s  a re  lo w e r t h a n  th e  m e a n s  fo r  a ll 

o f  th e  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s , a n d  d is t in c t ly  lo w e r fo r  

fa m il ie s  in  “ o th e r ”  o c c u p a t io n s  a n d  fo r  in d e p e n d e n t  

p ro fe ss io n a l fa m ilie s . H a l f  o f th e  “ o th e r ”  o c c u p a t io n  

fa m il ie s  re c e iv e d  in c o m e s  o f  le ss  t h a n  $74 5 , a n d  h a l f  o f 

th e  in d e p e n d e n t  p ro fe ss io n a l  g ro u p  h a d  in c o m e s  u n d e r  

$ 3 ,5 4 0 . W h ile  th is  m e d ia n  fo r  th e  l a t t e r  g ro u p  is 

m u c h  lo w e r t h a n  th e  m e a n  in c o m e  o f th e  g ro u p  i t  is 

n e v e r th e le s s  d is t in c t ly  h ig h e r  t h a n  th e  m e d ia n s  fo r  a n y  

o f  th e  o th e r  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s .

S tr ik in g  d iffe re n c e s  in  th e  r a n g e  a n d  c o n c e n tr a t io n  o f 

in c o m e s  in  th e  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  a re  sh o w n  in  

c h a r t  17. M o re  d e ta i le d  c o m p a r is o n s  o f  th e  in c o m e  

d is t r ib u t io n s  a re  p re s e n te d  in  ta b le  10. F a r m  fa m ilie s , 

a s  th e  p re c e d in g  d is c u ss io n  in d ic a te d ,  a re  q u i te  sc a rc e  

in  th e  u p p e r  in c o m e  ra n g e s . M o re  t h a n  85 p e r c e n t  of 

th e m  a p p e a r  in  th e  in c o m e  c la sse s  b e lo w  $ 2 ,0 0 0 , m o re  

t h a n  h a l f  b e lo w  $ 1 ,0 0 0 . T h e  w a g e -e a rn in g  fa m ilie s  

a r e  e q u a lly  c o n c e n tr a te d  b e lo w  $ 2 ,0 0 0 , w i th  a  n e g li-

A V E R A G E  IN C O M E S  O F  N O N R E L IE F  F A M IL IE S  

IN  S E V E N  O C C U P A T IO N A L  G R O U P S

1 9 3 5 - 3 6

F A R M IN G

M E D IA N  M E A N

IN C O M E  IN C O M E

W A G E - E A R N IN G

C L E R IC A L

IN D E P E N D E N T

B U S I N E S S

S A L A R IE D

P R O F E S S IO N A L

S A L A R IE D

B U S IN E S S

IN D E P E N D E N T

P R O F E S S IO N A L

E A C H  D IS C  R E P R E S E N T S  $ 1 , 0 0 0  O F  I N C O M E  F O R  T H E  Y E A R  

B A S E D  O N  T A B L E  9

Cha r t  16.

g ib le  p r o p o r t io n — tw o - te n th s  o f 1 p e r c e n t— in  th e  

$ 5 ,000  a n d  o v e r  g ro u p . M a n y  o f th e s e  w a g e -e a rn e r  

in c o m e s , i t  m u s t  b e  re m e m b e re d , in c lu d e d  th e  e a rn in g s  

o f s e v e ra l  m e m b e rs  o f th e  fa m ily , a n d  a ll o f  th e  e a rn e r s

Ta bl e 10.— P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  1 i n  

s e v e n  o c c u p a t i o n a l  g r o u p s ,2 b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

F a m ilie s  in —

In c o m e  le v e l W age -
e arn ­

ing
group

F a r m ­
in g

gr ou p .3

C ler i ­
cal

gr ou p

B u sin e s s  group
P rofession a l

group

Salaried
In d e ­
p e n d ­

e n t
Salaried

In d e ­
p e n d ­

e n t

U n d e r  $250 ________ 3 .0 3 .8 0 .5 0 .1 1 .5 0 .7 0 .2
$250-$500____________ 7 .5 13 .9 1 .7 .3 6 .1 1 .7 .4
$500-$750____________ 12 .0 18 .0 4 .6 1 .3 9 .1 3 .1 1 .2
$750-$ l,00 0__________ 16 .2 16.6 9 .2 2 .9 10 .6 4 .8 2 .6
$1 ,000-$1,250_________ 16 .2 12.8 11 .8 5 .1 12 .4 6 .8 5 .1

$1 ,250-$1,500_________ 12.7 9 .8 1 2 .0 5 .8 9 .8 9 .1 4 .6
$1 ,500-$1,750_________ 9 .8 7 .0 12 .1 9 .1 9 .0 9 .6 3 .8
$l,7 50-$2 ,000_________ 7 .4 4 .8 1 1 .0 9 .3 7 .6 10.5 4 .9
$2,000-$2,250_________ 4 .8 3 .1 9 .4 8 .9 6 .3 9 .9 4 .2
$2,250-$2,500_________ 3 .2 2 .5 7 .1 7 .7 4 .4 7 .8 5 .2

$2,500-$3,000...... .......... . 3 .9 2 .9 8 .9 11 .8 6 .2 10 .5 9 .2
$3,000-$3,5GO_________ 1 .7 1 .6 5 .0 9 .2 3 .8 7 .0 8 .1
$3,500-$4,000_________ .8 1 .0 2 .7 6 .1 2 .4 5 .2 5 .0
$4 ,000-$4,500_________ .4 .5 1 .4 3 .6 1 .8 2 .8 4 .3
$4,500-$5,G00_________ .2 .3 .8 2 .5 1 .2 2 .0 3 .8

$5,000 a n d  o v e r __ .2 1 .4 1 .8 16 .3 7 .8 8 .5 3 7 .4

A ll  le v e ls .  _ ___ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1 E x c lu d e s  a ll  fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ire ct or w o r k  r e lief  (h o w ev e r li tt le )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F o r  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , s e e  A p p e n d ix  A , p .  42.

2 F a m ilie s  ar e c la ss if ie d  ac co rd in g  t o  o c c u p a tio n  fr om  w h ic h  la rg e st  a m o u n t  o f  
fa m ily  e a rn in g s w a s  d e r iv e d , r ath e r  th a n  a c co r d in g  to  o c c u p a tio n  of th e  p r in c ip a l  
earner. F or  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p .  25 a n d  A p p e n d ix  A , p .  44.

3 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  o n  far m s in  rural areas o n ly .
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IN C O M E  D IS T R IB U T IO N S  O F  N O N R E L IE F  F A M IL IE S  

IN  S E V E N  O C C U P A T IO N A L  G R O U P S

1 9 3 5 - 3 6

S A L A R IE D  

IN C O M E  B U S IN E S S

L E V E L

U N D E R  $  I.O O O i 

$  1 ,0 0 0 - 2 , 0 0 0  

$  2 , 0 0 0 - 3 , 0 0 0  

$  3 , 0 0 0 - 5 , 0 0 0  

$  5 , 0 0 0  a  OVER

0  1 0  2 0  3 0  4 0

IN D E P E N D E N T

B U S IN E S S

S A L A R I E D

P R O F E S S I O N A L

IN D E P E N D E N T

P R O F E S S IO N A L

0  1 0  2 0  3 0  4 0

P E R C E N T

0  1 0  2 0  3 0  i

O F  F A M IL IE S

0  1 0  2 0  3 0  4 0

U N D E R  $  1 ,0 0 0

$ 1,000-2,000!

$  2 , 0 0 0 - 3 , 0 0 0  

$  3 , 0 0 0 - 5 , 0 0 0  

$  5 , 0 0 0  a  OVER

B A S E D  O N  T A B L E  1 0

0  1 0  2 0  3 0  4 0  0  1 0  2 0  3 0  4 0  0  1 0  2 0  3 0  4 0  5 0

P E R C E N T  O F  F A M IU E E

Cha r t  17.

in  a  g iv e n  fa m ily  w e re  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  e m p lo y e d  in  

w a g e -e a rn in g  o c c u p a tio n s .

I n  d e c id e d  c o n t r a s t  is  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  fo r  in d e p e n d ­

e n t  p ro fe s s io n a l  fa m ilie s . M o re  t h a n  o n e  t h i r d  o f  th is  

s m a ll  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p , in c lu d in g  fa m il ie s  o f  p h y s i ­

c ia n s , la w y e rs ,  a c c o u n ta n ts ,  a n d  o th e r  p ro fe s s io n a l 

w o rk e rs  e n g a g e d  in  p r iv a te  p ra c t ic e ,  re c e iv e d  in c o m e s  

o f $ 5 ,000  a n d  o v e r .23 T h e  s a la r ie d  fa m ilie s , b o th  b u s i ­

n e s s  a n d  p ro fe ss io n a l, a re  w id e ly  d is p e rs e d  in  th e  in ­

c o m e  in te r v a ls  b e tw e e n  $ 1 ,000  a n d  $ 5 ,0 0 0 , w i th  a  c o n ­

s id e ra b le  p r o p o r t io n  o f th e  b u s in e s s  g ro u p  re c e iv in g  

$ 5 ,000  a n d  o v e r. T h e  in d e p e n d e n t  b u s in e s s  a n d  th e  

c le ric a l  g ro u p s  a re  m o re  c o n c e n tr a te d  b e lo w  th e  $2 ,000  

lev e l.

I n  c o n s id e r in g  th e s e  f ig u res , i t  s h o u ld  b e  b o rn e  in  

m in d  t h a t  th e  s a la r ie d  b u s in e s s  g ro u p  is  m a d e  u p  o f 

e m p lo y e e s  p e r fo rm in g  e x e c u tiv e  a n d  m a n a g e r ia l  ty p e s  

o f  w o rk , s in c e  t h e  c le ric a l b u s in e s s  e m p lo y e e s  a re  s e p a ­

r a t e ly  c la ss if ie d . I t  s h o u ld  a lso  b e  re m e m b e re d  t h a t  

th e  in d e p e n d e n t  b u s in e s s  g ro u p  in c lu d e s  th e  s m a ll  s h o p ­

k e e p e r  a s  w e ll a s  th e  la rg e  e n t re p re n e u r .

B e c a u se  o f  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  w a g e -e a rn in g  g ro u p , 

a n d  th e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  sc o p e  o f  th e  s a m p le  d a ta ,  i t  h a s

23 T h e  in c o m e  figu r es  for th e  in d e p e n d e n t p r ofe ss ion a l g r ou p  ap p ear  su r p r is in g ly  

h ig h  in  r e la tio n  t o  th e  o th er  o c c u p a tio n a l g rou p s . W h ile  th e  in c o m e  d is tr ib u t io n s  for  

th is  g r ou p  w e r e  v e r y  c o n s is te n t fr om  o n e  sa m p le  a rea  t o  a n o th e r , a n d  th e r e  i s  n o  rec og ­

n iz e d  sou r ce  o f  error in  th e  d a ta ,  i t  sh o u ld  b e  n o t e d  th a t  th is  g rou p  is  sm a ll  a n d  th a t  

th e  f in d in g s  m a y  b e  s o m e w h a t le s s  r e p r e s e n ta tiv e  th a n  th o s e  for o th e r  o c cu p a tio n a l  

g rou p s .

se e m e d  b o th  d e s ir a b le  a n d  fe a s ib le  to  a n a ly z e  th e  in ­

c o m e s  o f  w a g e -e a rn in g  fa m il ie s  b y  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty .  

T h e  r e s u l t in g  in c o m e  e s t im a te s  a re  p re s e n te d  fo r  c o m ­

p a r a t iv e  p u rp o s e s  in  ta b le s  11 a n d  12. I t  m u s t  a g a in  

b e  n o te d  t h a t  th e  re l ie f  fa m il ie s  e x c lu d e d  f ro m  th e s e  

ta b le s  c o n ta in  a  h ig h  p r o p o r t io n  o f  fa m il ie s  w i th  v e r y  

lo w  in c o m e s , a n d  t h a t  th e re fo re  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s , a s  w e ll a s  th e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e  fig u re s , a r e  so m e ­

w h a t  h ig h e r  t h a n  t h e y  w o u ld  b e  i f  re l ie f  fa m il ie s  w e re  

in c lu d e d .

Tabl e  11.—A v e r a g e  i n c o m e s  o f  w a g e - e a r n i n g  f a m i l i e s  1 ( n o n r e ­

l i e f )  2 i n  f i v e  t y p e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y , 1 9 3 5 - 3 6

T y p e  o f c o m m u n ity

F a m ilie s A v e r a g e  in c o m e  per 
fa m ily

N u m b e r P er c e n t M e d ia n M e a n

M e t r o p o li s e s :3
$1, 5001,500,000 p o p u la tio n  a n d  o v e r . ___ 1,368 ,500 14 .5 $1, 626

L arg e cities :
100,000 to  1,500,000 p o p u la t io n ____ 2 ,155,100 22 .8 1,300 1,414

M id d le -s iz e d  c ities :
25,000 to  100,000 p o p u la t io n _ _ _ _ _ _ _

S m a ll  cities :

1, 409, 600 14 .9 1,165 1,263

2,500 to  25,000 p o p u la tio n ....... .  _ . . 2, 305,800 24 .3 1 ,150 1,261
R u r a l c o m m u n it ie s -  ------------- --------- 2, 220, 300 23 .5 950 1,004

A ll  c o m m u n it ie s ______________ 9 ,45 9,300 100 .0 $1 ,175 $1, 289

1 F a m ilie s  ar e c la ss ifie d  ac co rd in g  to  o c c u p a tio n  fr om  w h ic h  la r g e st  a m o u n t o f  
fa m ily  e a r n in g s  w a s  d e r iv e d , r a th e r  th a n  a c co r d in g  t o  o c c u p a t io n  o f th e  p r in c ip a l  
e arner. F o r  fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p .  25 a n d  A p p e n d ix  A ,  p .  44.

2 E x c lu d e s  a l l  fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e l ie f  (h o w e v e r  l it t l e )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F o r  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  A p p e n d ix  A , p .  42 .

3 M e tr o p o lise s  o f  th is  s iz e  ar e in  N o r th  C e n tr a l R e g io n  o n ly  ( N e w  Y o r k , C h ica go , 
P h ila d e lp h ia , a n d  D e tr o it) .

Ta bl e 12.— P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  w a g e - e a r n i n g  f a m i l i e s  1 
(n o n r e l i e f ) 2 i n  f i v e  t y p e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y ,  b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

In c o m e  le v e l A ll
fa m ilie s

F a m ilie s  liv in g  in —

M e tr o p ­
o lise s ,3 

1,500,000  
p o p u la ­

t io n  a n d  
o ver

L arge
c it ie s ,
100,000

to
1,500,000
p o p u la ­

t io n

M id d le -
s iz ed

c it ie s ,
25.000 

to
100.000 

p o p u la ­
t io n

S m all
c it ie s ,
2,500

to
25,000

p o p u la ­
t io n

R u r a l
c o m ­

m u n irie:

U n d e r  $250______ 3 .0 1 .0 1 .9 2 .4 3 .8 4 .7
$250-$500_________ 7 .5 3 .0 5 .5 6 .3 7 .1 13 .5
$500-$750_________ 12 .0 6 .2 10.1 12 .5 12 .4 16 .6
$750-$1,000_ _ _ _ _ _ __ 16 .2 11 .4 14 .8 17.8 16 .7 19.1
$1,000—$1,250_____ 16 .2 14 .2 15 .4 17 .2 17 .2 1 7 .0

$1 ,250-$1,500______ 12 .7 14 .4 12 .8 13 .0 12 .0 1 1 .9
$1 ,500-$1,750_____ 9 .8 12 .5 11 .0 10 .0 9 .1 7.Ö
$1,750-$2,000______ 7 .4 10 .3 9 .2 7 .5 7. 1 4. 1
$2 ,000-$2,250______ 4 .8 7 .1 5 .9 4 .8 4 .7 2 ,3
$2 ,250-$2,500______ 3 .2 5 .2 4 .0 3 .1 3 .3 1-2

$2,500-$3,000______ 3 .9 7 .7 5 .1 3 .0 3 .6 1 .4
$3,000-$3,500______ 1 .7 3 .5 2 .2 1 .2 1 .7 .4
$3 ,50 0-$ 4 ,0 00 -_____ .8 1 .8 1 .2 .5 .8 . 1
$4,000-$4,500______ .4 .8 .5 .3 .3 . 1
$4 ,500-$5,000______ .2 .4 .2 .2 .1 .1

$,5,000 a n d  ov er___ .2 .5 .2 .2 .1

A l l  le v e ls ___ 100 .0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1 F a m ilie s  are c lass if ie d  ac co rd ing  t o  o c c u p a tio n  fr om  w h ic h  la rg e st  a m o u n t  of  
fa m ily  e a rn in g s w a s  d e r iv e d , r a th e r  th a n  a c co r d in g  t o  o c c u p a t io n  o f th e  p r in c ip a l 
earner. F o r  fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p .  25 a n d  A p p e n d ix  A , p .  44.

2 E x c lu d e s  a ll  fa m ilie s r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e l ie f  (h o w e v e r  l i t t le )  a t  a n y  t im e  
d u r in g  ye a r. F or  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , s e e  A p p e n d ix  A , p .  42 .

3 M e tr o p o lise s  o f  th is  s iz e  are in  N o r th  C e n tra l R e g io n  o n ly  ( N e w  Y o r k , C h ic ag o , 
P h ila d e lp h ia ,  a n d  D e tr o it ) .

A s w a s  t r u e  fo r  a ll fa m ilie s  c o m b in e d , th e  in c o m e s  o f 

w a g e -e a rn in g  fa m il ie s  in c re a s e d  s te a d i ly  w i th  t h e  d e -
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g re e  o f  u rb a n iz a t io n .  T h e  m e a n  in c o m e  r a n g e d  fro m  

$ 1 ,0 0 4  fo r  r u r a l  c o m m u n it ie s , w h e re  n e a r ly  o n e  q u a r te r  

o f  t h e  w a g e -e a rn in g  fa m ilie s  a r e  fo u n d , to  $ 1 ,6 2 6  fo r  

t h e  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  m e tro p o lis e s , w h ic h  in c lu d e  n e a r ly  

15 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r .  T h e  m e a n  in c o m e s  

fo r  s m a ll  a n d  fo r  m id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s  w e re  s im ila r—  

$1,261  a n d  $ 1 ,26 3 , r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  a n d  t h a t  fo r  la rg e  c it ie s  

$ 1 ,4 1 4 . F i f ty - fo u r  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  w a g e -e a rn in g  fa m i ­

lie s  i n  r u r a l  c o m m u n it ie s  h a d  in c o m e s  u n d e r  $ 1 ,0 0 0  a s  

c o m p a re d  w i th  a b o u t  4 0  p e r c e n t  in  s m a ll  a n d  in  m id d le -  

s iz e d  c it ie s ,  32  p e r c e n t  in  la rg e  c it ie s ,  a n d  2 2  p e r c e n t  in  

m e tro p o lis e s . T w o  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r u r a l  g ro u p  h a d  

in c o m e s  o f  $ 2 ,5 0 0  o r  o v e r, a s  a g a in s t  15 p e r c e n t  in  th e  

m e tro p o lis e s .

In c o m e s  o f  W h i t e  a n d  N e g r o  F a m ilie s

M a r k e d  d is s im ila r i tie s  in  th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  

o f  v a r io u s  ra c ia l  a n d  n a t i v i t y  g ro u p s  w e re  re v e a le d  b y  

th e  s a m p le  d a t a  c o lle c te d  in  t h e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r 

P u rc h a s e s .  T h e s e  d is s im ila r i tie s  w e re  a llo w e d  fo r  in  

b u ild in g  u p  th e  in c o m e  e s t im a te s  fo r  m a jo r  g ro u p s  o f 

fa m il ie s  a n d  a r e  re fle c te d  in  t h e  n a t io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n .  

H o w e v e r , d e ta i le d  a n a ly s is  o f th e  in c o m e  p a t t e r n s  o f 

fo re ig n -b o rn  fa m il ie s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  m a d e  in  t h e  t im e  

a v a i la b le ,  a n d  t h e  d a t a  fo r  m in o r  c o lo r  a n d  ra c ia l  

g ro u p s  w e re  c o n s id e re d  to o  s c a n ty  to  ju s t i f y  s u c h  a n a ly ­

s is . B e c a u s e  N e g ro e s  fo rm  s u c h  a  la rg e  p a r t  o f  th e  

t o t a l  p o p u la t io n ,  t h e y  w e re  m o re  e x te n s iv e ly  s a m p le d .24 

I t  is , th e re fo re ,  p o s s ib le  to  m a k e  d i r e c t  c o m p a r is o n s  o f 

th e  in c o m e s  o f  n o n re lie f  w h i te  a n d  N e g ro  fa m ilie s  in  

u r b a n  a n d  r u r a l  c o m m u n it ie s  in  th e  S o u th  a n d  in  la rg e  

c i t ie s  in  t h e  N o r th  C e n t r a l  R e g io n . T h e s e  f ig u re s  a re  

p re s e n te d  in  ta b le s  13 a n d  14, a n d  in  th e  tw o  a c c o m ­

p a n y in g  c h a r ts .

Ta bl e 13.— A v e r a g e  i n c o m e s  o f  w h i t e  a n d  N e g r o  f a m i l i e s  (n o n -

r e l i e f ) 1 i n  S o u t h e r n  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  c i t i e s  a n d  i n  N o r t h

C e n t r a l  c i t i e s ,2 1 9 8 5 —3 6

A v e r a g e  in c o m e  p er fa m ily

R e g io n  a n d  ty p e  o f c o m m u n ity M e d ia n M e a n

W h ite N e gr o W h ite N e gr o

S o u th e r n  ru ra l c o m m u n it ie s _ __ __ _____ ____ ___
S o u th e r n  c it ie s  o f  2,500 p o p u la t io n  a n d  o v e r ____
N o r th  C e n tra l c it ie s  o f  100,000 p o p u la tio n  an d

$1,100  
1,570

1, 720

$480
525

1,095

$1, 535 
2,019

2,616

$566
635

1,227

1 E x c lu d e s  a ll  fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ire ct or w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  li tt le )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F o r  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  A p p e n d ix  A , p . 42.

2 F o r  lo c a tio n  o f c o m m u n it ie s  in c lu d e d  in  sa m p le ,  se e  c h a rt 10. F o r  d isc u ss io n  of 
lim ita t io n s  o f  th e  reg ion a l c o m p a rison , se e  p p . 18, 22-23, 54, a n d  57.

C h a r t  18 in d ic a te s  t h a t  in  b o th  u r b a n  a n d  ru r a l  

S o u th e r n  c o m m u n it ie s  t h e  m e a n  in c o m e  o f  n o n re lie f  

w h i te  fa m il ie s  in  1 9 3 5 -36  w a s  a p p ro x im a te ly  th r e e  

t im e s  t h a t  o f  n o n re lie f  N e g ro  fa m ilie s . T h e  d is p a r i ty

24 F o r  c o m p a r iso n  o f n u m b e r  o f fa m ilie s  in  th e  p o p u la t io n  a n d  n u m b e r  in  th e  

sa m p le  for n a t iv e -w h it e ,  for eign -bor n  w h ite ,  a n d  N e g r o  fa m ilie s  a n d  fa m ilie s  b e lo n g ­

in g  t o  o th e r  co lor g rou p s , s e e  ta b le  11 A .

A V E R A G E  IN C O M E S  O F  W H IT E  A N D  N E G R O  F A M IL IE S  

(N O N R E L IE F )  IN  T H R E E  T Y P E S  O F  C O M M U N IT Y

1 9 3 5 - 3 6

S O U T H E R N  R U R A L  

C O M M U N I T I E S

S O U T H E R N  C I T I E S

2 ,5 0 0  POPULATION 

AND OVER

W H I T E  F A M I L I E S N E G R O  F A M I L I E S

N O R T H  C E N T R A L  C I T I E S

10 0 ,0 0 0  POPULATION 

AND OVER

EACH D ISC REPRESEN T S $ 5 0 0  OF AVERAGE (M EAN) INCOME FOR THE YEAR 

BASED ON TABLE 13

Char t  1 8

w a s  s o m e w h a t  le ss  in  N o r th  C e n t r a l  c itie s  o f 100,000 

a n d  o v e r , b u t  e v e n  th e r e  t h e  m e a n  in c o m e  fo r  N e g ro  

fa m il ie s  w a s  le ss  t h a n  h a l f  t h a t  fo r  w h i te  fa m ilie s . 

T h e  m e d ia n  in c o m e s , g iv e n  in  t a b le  13, re v e a l  th e  sa m e  

g e n e ra l  r e la t io n s h ip ,  b u t  in d ic a te  s o m e w h a t  le ss  d is ­

p a r i t y  b e tw e e n  t h e  in c o m e s  o f  w h i te  a n d  N e g ro  fa m il ie s  

in  S o u th e rn  r u r a l  c o m m u n itie s . T h e  m e d ia n  in c o m e  

fo r  w h i te  fa m ilie s  w a s  $ 1 ,1 0 0  a s  c o m p a re d  w i th  $480  

fo r  N e g ro  fa m ilie s . T h e  n e g lig ib le  p r o p o r t io n  o f  h ig h  

in c o m e s  a m o n g  N e g ro  a s  c o m p a re d  w i th  w h i te  fa m il ie s  

in  th e s e  a re a s  e x p la in s  w h y  th e  m e d ia n s  d iffe r  less  t h a n  

th e  m e a n s .

Ta bl e 14.— P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  w h i t e  a n d  N e g r o  f a m i l i e s  

( n o n r e l i e f ) 1 i n  S o u t h e r n  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  c i t i e s  a n d  i n  

N o r t h  C e n t r a l  c i t i e s ,2 b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

F a m ilie s  l iv in g  in —

In c o m e  le v e l S o u th er n  r ural 
c o m m u n it ie s

S o u th er n  c it ie s  o f 
2,500 p o p u la tio n  
a n d  o ver

N o r th  C e n tra l c itie s  
o f 100,000 p o p u la ­
t io n  a n d  o v er

W h ite N e gr o W h ite N e gr o W h ite N e g r o

U n d e r  $250 ........ ...... 0 .9 12 .0 1 .6 16. 2 1 .6 1 .9
$250-$500_________ 9 .6 41. 1 4 .4 31 .1 2 .7 4 .7
$500-$750_ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ 17 .7 26. 1 9 .5 25 .4 5 .1 13 .5
$750-$1,000_______ 16 .6 11 .6 10 .8 13 .0 8 .5 2 2 .2
$1 ,000-$1,250_____ 12 .9 4 .4 11 .7 6 .3 11 .2 20 .1

$1,250-$1,500______ 10 .2 2 .5 9 .5 2 .9 11 .2 12 .8
$1 ,500-$1,750______ 7 .7 1. 2 9 .1 2 .1 10 .8 8 .5
$1 ,750-$2,000______ 5 .1 .6 8 .5 .8 9 .9 6 .0
$2 ,000-$2,250______ 4 .1 .2 6 .7 .7 7 .7 3 .9
$2 ,250-$2,500______ 2 .9 .2 5 .7 .6 5 .9 2 .5

$2,500-$3,000______ 4 .0 . 1 7 .5 .4 8 .4 1 .7
$3 ,000-$3,500______ 2 .4 « 4 .8 .2 4 .9 1 .1
$3,500-84,000______ 1 .5 0 3 .4 .1 2 .9 .4
$4 ,000-$4,500______ .9 0 2 .0 .1 1 .7 .2
$4 ,500-$5,000______ .7 0 1 .2 0 1 .0 .1

$5 ,000-$7,500......... 1 .5 0 2 .3 .1 2 .1 .2
$7,500-$10,000_____ .6 0 .5 0 1 .5 .2
$10,000 a n d  o v e r ___ .7 0 .8 0 2 .9 0

A ll  le v e ls ___ 100 .0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1 E x c lu d e s  a l l  fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or  w o r k  r e l ie f  (  h ow e v e r  l i t t le )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F o r  fu r the r  e x p la n a t io n , se e  A p p e n d ix  A , p .  42.

2 F or  lo c a tio n  o f  c o m m u n itie s  in c lu d e d  in  sa m p le ,  se e  c h a rt 10. F or  d isc u ss io n  o f  
lim it a t io n s  o f  th e  r eg ion a l c om p a rison , se e  p p . 18, 22-23, 54, a n d  57.

3 L e ss th a n  0.05 p e rc en t.
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IN C O M E  D I S T R I B U T I O N S  O F  W H I T E  A N D  N E G R O  F A M IL I E S  

( N O N R E L I E F )  IN  T H R E E  T Y P E S  O F  C O M M U N IT Y

1 9 3 5 - 3 6

W H I T E  F A M I L I E S

S O U T H E R N  S O U T H E R N  N O R T H

PERCENT OF FAMILIES

N E G R O  F A M IL IE S

S O U T H E R N

R U R A L

C O M M U N IT IE S

r r  I r  i i
UNDER S 500 Q

$ 5 0 0 - 1 ,0 0 0  ■

: 1 ,0 0 0 -  1,500 ■S  1 , 0 0 0 - 1 , 5 0 0

$  1 , 5 0 0 - 2 , 0 0 0

S  2 , 0 0 0 - 2 , 5 0 0

$  2 , 5 0 0  8  O V E R

0  1 0  2 0  3 0  4 0  5 0

S O U T H E R N

C IT IE S

2 , 5 0 0  P O P  S  O V E R

N O R T H

C E N T R A L  C IT IE S

100,000 POP a  OVER

0  1 0  2 0  3 0  4 0 0  1 0  2 0  3 0  4 0

PERCENT OF FAMILIES

B A S E D  O N  T A B L E  1 4

Cha bt  1 9

T h e  c o n c e n tr a t io n  o f N e g ro  fa m il ie s  in  th e  low , a n d  

th e i r  s c a r c i ty  in  t h e  h ig h , in c o m e  c la sse s  is  sh o w n  b y  

c h a r t  19, w h ic h  c o m p a re s  th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f 

w h ite s  a n d  N e g ro e s  in  th e  S o u th  a n d  in  N o r th  C e n t r a l  

la rg e  c itie s .

I n  t h e  r u r a l  S o u th ,  m o re  t h a n  h a l f  o f  th e  n o n re lie f  

N e g ro  fa m il ie s  h a d  in c o m e s  o f less  t h a n  $ 5 0 0 ; m o re  

t h a n  n in e - te n th s  o f th e m  h a d  in c o m e s  u n d e r  $1 ,000 .

O n e - te n th  o f  th e  n o n re l ie f  w h i te  fa m il ie s  h a d  in c o m e s  

u n d e r  $ 50 0  a n d  4 5  p e r c e n t  in c o m e s  u n d e r  $ 1 ,0 0 0 . I n  

S o u th e r n  c it ie s  t h e  s i tu a t io n  w a s  v e r y  s im i la r  f o r  th e  

N e g ro  g ro u p . F o r ty - s e v e n  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  n o n re lie f  

N e g ro  fa m il ie s  re c e iv e d  le ss  t h a n  $ 50 0  a n d  86  p e r c e n t  

le ss  t h a n  $ 1 ,0 0 0 . T h e  in c o m e s  o f  n o n re lie f  w h i te  f a m ­

ilies  in  S o u th e rn  c itie s ,  h o w e v e r,  w e re  m u c h  h ig h e r  

t h a n  in  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t ie s ; o n ly  6 p e r c e n t  re c e iv e d  less 

t h a n  $ 500  a n d  2 6  p e r c e n t  less  t h a n  $1 ,000 .

I n  t h e  N o r th  C e n t r a l  c itie s ,  t h e  N e g ro  fa m il ie s  w e re  

m o s t  n u m e ro u s  in  th e  in c o m e  c la sse s fro m  $ 500  to  

$ 1 ,50 0 , w i th  a  m in o r  p ro p o r t io n  o f th e m  s c a t te r e d  

th r o u g h  th e  h ig h e r  in c o m e  ra n g e s . S in ce  th e  in c id e n c e  

o f re lie f  a m o n g  u r b a n  N e g ro  fa m il ie s  in  th e  N o r th  

C e n t r a l  R e g io n  w a s  u n u s u a l ly  h ig h , i t  is  p ro b a b le  

t h a t  t h e  in c lu s io n  o f  r e l ie f  fa m il ie s  in  th i s  c o m p a riso n  

w o u ld  a l t e r  c o n s id e ra b ly  th e  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  

tw o  c o lo r g ro u p s , b y  th ro w in g  a  r e la t iv e ly  h ig h e r  p ro ­

p o r t io n  o f  N e g ro e s  in  th e  lo w e r in c o m e  lev els .

A  c o m p a r is o n  o f th e  in c o m e  s t a tu s  o f  N e g ro  a n d  w h ite  

fa m ilie s  in  S o u th e rn  f a rm  c o m m u n itie s  c a n  b e  m a d e  

fro m  th e  m o re  t e n t a t i v e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  p re s e n te d  

in  A p p e n d ix  B . T h e s e  a p p e n d ix  ta b le s  sh o w  th e  

in c o m e s  o f  N e g ro  a n d  w h ite  f a rm  o p e ra to r s  a s  c o m p a re d  

w i th  N e g ro  a n d  w h ite  s h a re c ro p p e rs . T h e s e  in c o m e  

d a t a  w e re  d ra w n  f ro m  th e  s a m p le  a re a s  in  th e  S o u th ­

e a s te rn  S ta te s  a n d  m a y  n o t  b e  fu l ly  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f 

th e  r e la t iv e  s t a tu s  o f  o p e ra to r s  a n d  s h a re c ro p p e rs  in  

o th e r  p a r t s  o f th e  S o u th . T h e  m e d ia n  in c o m e  fo r  

w h ite  o p e ra to r s  in  th e  s a m p le  a re a s  w a s  $ 1 ,010  a s  

c o m p a re d  w ith  $645  fo r  w h ite  s h a re c ro p p e rs . N e g ro  

o p e ra to r s  h a d  a  m e d ia n  in c o m e  o f $600, a n d  N e g ro  

s h a re c ro p p e rs , a  m e d ia n  in c o m e  o f  $460 . I t  s h o u ld  b e  

re m e m b e re d  t h a t  th e s e  f ig u re s  r e p r e s e n t  n o t  o n ly  m o n e y  

in c o m e  b u t  a lso  in c o m e  in  k in d , in c lu d in g  th e  v a lu e  

o f  h o m e -p ro d u c e d  fo o d  a n d  fu e l a n d  th e  im p u te d  r e n ta l  

v a lu e  o f  h o u s in g .

F u r t h e r  c o m p a ris o n s  o f th e  in c o m e  s t a tu s  o f N e g ro  

fa m il ie s  a n d  o f n a t iv e  a n d  fo re ig n -b o rn  w h i te  fa m ilie s  

a re  p re s e n te d  fo r  re fe re n c e  p u rp o s e s  in  A p p e n d ix  B .



SECTI O N  2. I N CO M ES OF SI N G LE I N D I V I D U A LS

“ S in g le  in d iv id u a ls ,”  a s  d e f in e d  in  th i s  s tu d y ,  in c lu d e  

in d iv id u a l  h o u s e h o ld e rs , c la ss if ie d  b y  t h e  c e n s u s  a s  o n e - 

p e r s o n  fa m il ie s ,  s in g le  p e rs o n s  l iv in g  in  lo d g in g  h o u se s  

o r  h o te ls  o r  in  s im ila r  q u a s i- fa m ily  g ro u p s , a n d  s e rv a n ts  

o r  lo d g e rs  in  p r iv a te  h o m e s . In c lu d e d  a lso  a re  so n s  

a n d  d a u g h te r s  l iv in g  w i th  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  b u t  p a y in g  fo r  

b o a rd  a n d  lo d g in g  a n d  n o t  p o o lin g  th e i r  in c o m e s  in  th e  

c o m m o n  fa m ily  fu n d . In d iv id u a ls  l iv in g  in  i n s t i t u ­

t io n s  o r  a s  m e m b e rs  o f  q u a s i - in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p s  a re  

n o t  in c lu d e d , s in c e  th e y  d o  n o t  m a in ta in  a  s e p a r a te  a n d  

in d e p e n d e n t  e c o n o m ic  s t a tu s .  B o th  re lie f  a n d  n o n ­

re l ie f  in d iv id u a ls  a re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u ­

t io n  in  t a b le  15, w h ic h  sh o w s  th e  n u m b e r  a n d  p e r c e n t  

o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  th e  p e r c e n t  o f a g g re g a te  in c o m e  

a t  e a c h  in c o m e  lev e l.

T h e  m o s t  c o n sp ic u o u s  f e a tu r e  o f th e  d is t r ib u t io n  

is  th e  c o n c e n tr a t io n  in  th e  lo w e r in c o m e  in te rv a ls .

Ta bl e 15.— D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  o f  a g g r e g a t e  

i n c o m e  r e c e i v e d , b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l ,  1 9 8 5 —8 6

S in g le  in d iv id u a ls A gg re gate  in c o m e

I n c o m e  le v e l

N u m b e r
P er c e n t  
a t e ach  

le v e l

C u m u ­
la tiv e

p e rc en t

A m o u n t  
( in  th o u ­

san d s)

P er c e n t  
a t e ach  

le v e l

C u m u ­
la tiv e

p e rc en t

U n d e r  $250 ............. ........ 960, 644 9 .55 9 .55 $168, 3(rf 1.37 1.37
$250-$500____________ 1, 571, 983 15. 63 25.18 600,854 5.19 6. 56
$500-$750____________ 1,972, 745 19. 62 44. 80 1, 231, 636 10.63 17.19
$750-$!,000___________ 1,599 ,030 15.91 60.71 1 ,391,492 12.01 29. 20
$1,000-$1,250_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ 1,108, 551 11.02 71.73 1, 240, 682 10.71 39.91

$1,250-$1,500_________ 877,956 8. 73 80 .46 1, 201, 347 10.37 50.28
$1,500-$1,750_________ 546, 546 5.43 85. 89 883, 223 7. 63 57.91
$1,750-$2,000_________ 398,985 3 .97 89. 86 745,400 6.44 64. 35
$2,000-$2,250_________ 283, 652 2 .82 92. 68 600, 779 5.19 69.54
$2,250-$2,500_________ 210,099 2.09 94. 77 497, 260 4. 29 73.83

$2,500-$3,000_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ 161, 275 1.60 96. 37 436,150 . 3 .77 77.60
$3,000-$3,500_________ 108, 360 1.08 97 .45 349,494 3. 02 80. 62
$3,500-$4,000_________ S3, 731 .63 98. 08 237,497 2.05 82. 67
$4,000-$4,500_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ 36,105 .36 98. 44 154,458 1.33 84.00
$4,500-15,000_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ 25,491 .25 98 .69 122. 319 1.06 85.06

$5,000-$7,500_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ 57, 316 .57 99. 26 344,315 2 .97 88. 03
$7,500-$ 10,000_ __ __ __ __ 28,582 .28 99.54 242,188 2 .09 90 .12
$10.000-$15,000________ 20,861 .21 99. 75 250, 325 2 .16 92.28
$15,000-$20,000________ 9,436 .09 99.84 160,910 1.39 93.67
$20,000-$25,000________ 5,617 .06 99 .90 126,874 1.10 94 .77

$25,000-$30,000................ 3, 350 .03 99. 93 92, 701 .8 0 95. 57
$30,000-$40,000________ 2,398 .02 99. 95 80, 882 .70 96. 27
$40,000-$50,000________ 1,737 .0 2 99. 97 75, 622 .6 5 96 .92
$50,000-$100,000_______ 2,470 .0 2 99. 99 153, 468 1.33 98. 25
$10Ò,000-$25Ò,000______ 808 .01 100.00 98,452 .8 5 99.10

$250,000-$500,000_____ 217 0 ) • 64, 324 .5 6 99. 66
$500’000-$1 ,000,000 43 (i) 23,849 .21 99.87
$1,000,000 a n d  o v e r ____ 12 (>) 14, 587 .1 3 100.00

10 ,058,000 100. 00 $11, 579, 390 100.00

1 L e ss th a n  0.005 pe rc en t.

3 0

A lm o st  4 5  p e r c e n t  o f t h e  1 0 ,058 ,00 0  in d iv id u a ls  re c e iv e d  

in c o m e s  o f  le ss  t h a n  $ 750  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r  1 9 3 5 -3 6 . 

A t  th e  o th e r  e n d  o f  th e  in c o m e  sc a le ,  w e  f in d  le ss  t h a n  

1K p e r c e n t  w i th  in c o m e s  o f  $ 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r. A  c o m ­

p a r is o n  w i th  th e  fa m ily  d i s t r ib u t io n  in  ta b le  3 e m p h a ­

s izes  th e  re la t iv e ly  g r e a te r  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f in c o m e s  fo r  

s ing le  in d iv id u a ls .  N e a r ly  61 p e r c e n t  o f th e  in d iv id u a ls  

h a d  in c o m e s  b e lo w  $ 1 ,0 0 0  a s  c o m p a re d  w i th  42  p e r c e n t  

o f t h e  fa m ilie s ;  29 p e r c e n t  h a d  in c o m e s  b e tw e e n  $ 1 ,0 0 0  

a n d  $ 2 ,000  a s  c o m p a re d  w i th  37  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  fa m ilie s ;  

a n d  o n ly  10 p e r c e n t  h a d  in c o m e s  o f  o v e r  $ 2 ,0 0 0  a s  c o m ­

p a r e d  w i th  21 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  fa m ilie s . T h e  lo w n e ss  o f 

th e  d is t r ib u t io n  a s  c o m p a re d  w i th  t h e  d i s t r ib u t io n  fo r  

fa m ily  u n i t s  is  e x p la in e d , in  p a r t  a t  le a s t ,  b y  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a s a  g ro u p  a re  y o u n g e r  th a n  

h e a d s  o f  fa m ilie s .1

A s  a lr e a d y  in d ic a te d  in  t a b le  1, t h e  s h a re  o f th e  to t a l  

c o n s u m e r in c o m e  re c e iv e d  b y  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w a s  h ig h  

in  r e la t io n  to  th e i r  n u m b e rs  in  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n ,  a s 

th e i r  a v e ra g e  in c o m e  w a s  h ig h e r  t h a n  th e  p e r  c a p i ta  

in c o m e s  o f  fa m ily  m e m b e rs . B u t  th e  d iv is io n  o f  th e  

a g g re g a te  in c o m e  a m o n g  th e  10 m illio n  in d iv id u a l  c o n ­

s u m e r  u n i t s  re v e a ls  a n  in e q u a l i ty  s im ila r  to  t h a t  fo r  

fa m ilie s . T h u s  th e  4 5  p e r c e n t  w i th  in c o m e s  o f  le ss  th a n  

$750 re c e iv e d  o n ly  17 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  of 

s ing le  in d iv id u a ls ,  w h ile  th e  1 /  p e r c e n t  a b o v e  $5 ,000  

re c e iv e d  15 p e r c e n t  o f t h e  to ta l .  T h e  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f 

in d iv id u a ls  in  th e  lo w e r in c o m e  in te r v a ls  a n d  th e  d is ­

p a r i t y  b e tw e e n  th e  h ig h  a n d  lo w  in c o m e  g ro u p s  w e re  

sh o w n  b y  c h a r t  2 , p re s e n te d  e a r l ie r  in  th e  r e p o r t .

S o m e  w a rn in g  s h o u ld  b e  g iv e n  t h a t  t h e  in c o m e  d is ­

t r ib u t io n  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  is  r e la t iv e ly  le ss  re l ia b le  

t h a n  th o s e  fo r  fa m ilie s . S in c e  t h e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  

P u rc h a s e s  d id  n o t  p ro v id e  a  c o m p re h e n s iv e  s a m p le  o f th e  

in c o m e s  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls ,  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  re ly , 

to  a  la rg e  e x te n t ,  o n  e a rn in g s  d a t a  f ro m  m is c e lla n e o u s  

so u rc e s . T h e s e  d a t a  d id  n o t  p e r m i t  o f  d e ta i le d  b r e a k ­

d o w n s  a c c o rd in g  to  d if fe re n t  c h a ra c te r is t ic s .

D is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n o n re lie f  s in g le  w o m e n  in  th r e e  

o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s — w a g e -e a rn e r , c le ric a l, a n d  b u s i ­

n e ss  a n d  p ro fe ss io n a l— w e re  b u i l t  u p  o n  th e  b a s is  o f

1 F o r  reference, see  F ifte e n th  C e n su s  o f th e  U n ite d  S ta te s, 1930, P o p u la tio n , v o l. I I .  

p .  842.
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e a rn in g s  d a t a  f ro m  v a r io u s  s tu d ie s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  

W o m e n ’s  B u r e a u  a n d  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  E m p lo y m e n t  

S e rv ic e . D is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n o n re lie f  s in g le  m e n  i n  th e  

s a m e  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  w e re  t h e n  o b ta in e d  b y  a d ju s t ­

in g  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  s in g le  w o m e n  o n  th e  

b a s is  o f  r e la t io n s h ip s  sh o w n  b y  v a r io u s  s tu d ie s  to  e x is t  

b e tw e e n  th e  e a rn in g s  o f  m e n  a n d  w o m e n .

T h e s e  e a rn in g s  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  c h e c k e d  a g a in s t  th e  

in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  s in g le  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  sh o w n  

b y  s m a ll  s a m p le s  f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u r ­

c h a s e s  a n d  th e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y , to  m a k e  a llo w ­

a n c e  fo r  in c o m e  re c e iv e d  f r o m  s o u rc e s  o th e r  t h a n  e a r n ­

in g s .  F o r  s in g le  m e n , t h e  r e s u l ts  w e re  a ls o  c h e c k e d  

a g a in s t  th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  sh o w n  b y  th e  S tu d y  o f 

C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  fo r  tw o -p e r s o n  fa m ilie s  c o n s is t in g  

o f  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife , in  w h ic h  t h e  h u s b a n d  w a s  u s u a l ly  

t h e  so le  e a rn e r .  F o r  s in g le  m e n  e n g a g e d  in  fa rm in g , i t  

w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  u se  th e  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  S tu d y

d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  tw o -p e rs o n  fa rm  fa m ilie s , w i th o u t  

m o d if ic a tio n .

F o r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  re c e iv in g  re lie f  a t  so m e  t im e  

d u r in g  th e  y e a r ,  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  c o n s t ru c te d  o n  th e  

b a s is  o f  f r a g m e n ta r y  d a t a  f ro m  th e  W o rk s  P ro g re s s  

A d m in is tr a t io n ,  a n d  c e r ta in  a s s u m e d  r e la t io n s h ip s  

b e tw e e n  th e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e s  o f  in d iv id u a ls  re c e iv in g  

re lie f  a n d  th o s e  n o t  re c e iv in g  re lie f .

T h e  re lie f  a n d  n o n re lie f  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  th e n  c o m  

b in e d  to  o b ta in  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  a ll s in g le  m e r  

a n d  fo r  a ll  s in g le  w o m e n . T h e s e  d is t r ib u t io n s  w ere 

a d ju s te d  a b o v e  t h e  $ 3 ,0 0 0  in c o m e  le v e l  in  a c c o rd a n c e  

w ith  s e p a r a te  d is t r ib u t io n s  d e r iv e d  f ro m  in c o m e  t a x  

d a ta ,  b y  m e th o d s  s im ila r  to  th o s e  d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e  fo r  

fam ilie s .

T h e  so u rc e s  o f  d a t a  a n d  th e  m e th o d s  u se d  in  b u i ld in g  

u p  th e  e s t im a te s  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a re  e x p la in e d  in  

d e ta i l  in  A p p e n d ix  A , s e c tio n  5.



SECTION 3. INCOM ES OF INSTITUTIONAL RESIDENTS

E s t im a te s  o f  th e  in c o m e s  o f  r e s id e n ts  o f  in s t i tu t io n s  

a n d  m e m b e rs  o f  q u a s i - in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p s  p r e s e n t  c e r ­

t a in  d if f ic u ltie s  t h a t  d o  n o t  a p p e a r  fo r  fa m il ie s  a n d  

s ing le  in d iv id u a ls .  T h e  d iff ic u ltie s  a rise  la rg e ly  fro m  

th e  f a c t  t h a t  a  s ig n if ic a n t  p o r t io n  o f  s u c h  in c o m e s  is  

re c e iv e d  in  th e  fo rm  o f fo o d , c lo th in g , a n d  o th e r  s u b ­

s is te n c e  i te m s  p ro v id e d  th r o u g h  a  c e n t r a l  c o m m iss a ry  

o r  p u rc h a s in g  office.

M  a n y  ty p e s  o f  in s t i tu t io n a l  re s id e n ts  h a v e  n o  m o n e y  

in c o m e  o r  o n ly  in c id e n ta l  su m s f ro m  e a rn in g s  o r  fro m  

f r ie n d s  a n d  r e la t iv e s .  P e r s o n a l  in c o m e  in  s u c h  g ro u p s  

is  v i r tu a l ly  s y n o n y m o u s  w ith  p e r  c a p i ta  s u b s is te n c e  

c o s ts . T h is  is  t r u e ,  to  g re a te r  o r  le ss  e x te n t ,  o f  th e  

re s id e n ts  o f  in s t i tu t io n s  fo r  m e n ta l  d e fe c tiv e s ,  p h y s ic a l  

d e fe c tiv e s ,  d e p e n d e n t  c h i ld re n ,  a n d  d e p e n d e n t  a d u l ts ,  

a n d  fo r  th e  in m a te s  o f  p ris o n s  a n d  re fo rm a to r ie s . 

M e m b e r s  o f  th e  q u a s i - in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p s , in c lu d in g  

e n ro lle e s  in  th e  C iv i l ia n  C o n s e rv a tio n  C o rp s , w o rk e rs  in  

la b o r  c a m p s — s u c h  a s  lu m b e r ,  r a i l ro a d , a n d  o th e r  c o n ­

s t r u c t io n  c a m p s — e n lis te d  A rm y  a n d  N a v y  p e r so n n e l, 

a n d  c re w s  o n  v esse ls , re c e iv e  a  s a la r y  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  

s u b s is te n c e . H o w e v e r,  in  th e  c a se  o f  C . C . C . e n ­

ro lle e s, th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e m  a re  r e q u ire d  to  a l lo c a te  th e  

g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  th e i r  m o n th ly  w a g e s  to  th e i r  fam ilie s . 

A c c o rd in g ly , th e r e  h a s  b e e n  in c lu d e d  in  th e  e s t im a te s  

fo r  th i s  g ro u p  o n ly  t h a t  p o r t io n  o f  e a rn in g s  t h a t  e n ro lle e s  

w e re  a llo w e d  to  r e t a in  fo r  th e i r  p e r s o n a l  u se .

T h e  t o t a l  in s t i tu t io n a l  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  U n i te d  

S ta te s  in  1 93 5 -3 6  is  e s t im a te d  a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  

2 ,0 0 0 ,0 00  in d iv id u a ls .  T h e s e  a re  d iv id e d , in  ta b le  16, 

in to  se v e n  m a in  g ro u p s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  ty p e  o f  re s i ­

d e n t  c a re d  fo r , o r— in  th e  c a se  o f  th e  q u a s i - in s t i tu t io n a l  

g ro u p s — th e  g e n e ra l  ty p e  o f  w o rk  p e r fo rm e d  b y  th e  

m e m b e rs .

T h e  re s id e n ts  o f  in s t i tu t io n s  “ p r o p e r ”  n u m b e r  a p ­

p ro x im a te ly  1 ,200 ,000 , o r  60 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  c o m b in e d  

g ro u p s .  M e n ta l  d e fe c tiv e s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  in m a te s  o f 

in s a n e  a s y lu m s , h o m e s  fo r  th e  fe e b le -m in d e d , a n d  

h o s p i ta ls  fo r  e p ile p tic s , m a k e  u p  a lm o s t  h a l f  o f  th is  

n u m b e r .  I n m a te s  o f  p e n a l  a n d  r e fo rm a to ry  i n s t i t u ­

t io n s  n u m b e r  2 0 7 ,0 0 0 ; d e p e n d e n t  a d u l ts  in  a lm sh o u se s  

a n d  h o m e s  fo r  th e  a g e d , 1 69 ,00 0 ; d e p e n d e n t  c h ild re n  in  
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o rp h a n  a s y lu m s  a n d  re fo rm a to r ie s  fo r  ju v e n i le  d e lin ­

q u e n ts ,  160 ,000. P h y s ic a l  d e fe c tiv e s  c o n s t i tu te  th e  

s m a lle s t  g ro u p  o f  101,000. M e m b e rs  o f  th e  q u a s i-  

in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p s  t o t a l  a b o u t  8 00 ,000 .

T h e  e s t im a te d  a v e ra g e  in c o m e s  o f  th e  re s id e n ts  o f 

in s t i tu t io n s  a r e  b a s e d  o n  s a m p le  d a t a  fo r  S ta t e  in s t i ­

t u t io n s  in  17 S ta te s .  T h e s e  d a t a  w e re  c o m p ile d  fro m  

b u d g e t  r e p o r ts ,  r e p o r ts  o f  d e p a r tm e n ts  o f  p u b l ic  w el ­

f a re , b o a rd s  o f  c o n tro l,  a n d  o th e r  o ffic ia l so u rc e s . 

S in c e  c o m p a ra b le  d a t a  w e re  n o t  a v a i la b le  fo r  p r iv a te ly -  

s u p p o r te d  in s t i tu t io n s  o r  fo r  F e d e ra l  a n d  lo c a l i n s t i t u ­

t io n s ,  i t  w a s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  th e  S ta t e  i n s t i tu t io n s  r e p r e ­

s e n te d  ty p ic a l  o r  a t  l e a s t  a v e ra g e  in s t i tu t io n a l  u n i ts .

Ta bl e 16.— A v e r a g e  a n d  a g g r e g a t e  i n c o m e s  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

r e s i d e n t s  i n  s e v e n  t y p e s  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  g r o u p ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

T y p e  o f in s titu t io n a l  group

In s titu tio n a l
r es id e n ts A v e r ­

age in ­
c om e  
per  

r es i­
d e n t

A gg re gate  in c om e

N u m b e r
P e r ­
c e n t

A m o u n t  
( in  th o u ­

san d s)

P e r ­
c e n t

In s ti tu tio n s  for:
M e n ta l d e f e c t i v e s . .............
P h y s ic a l  d e fe c tiv e s________
P rison e rs  a n d  d e lin q u e n t

a d u lt s _____ _  . .  _____
D e p e n d e n t a n d  d e lin q u e n t

563.000
101.000

207.000

160.000  
169,000

28 .2
5 .0

10.4

8 .0
8 .4

$143
406

151

197
177

$80,500  
41,000

31,200

31,500  
29, 900

11.1 
5 .7

4 .3

4 .4  
4 .1

1, 200,000 60 .0 $178 $214, 100 2 9 .6

Q u a si- in stitu tio n a l groups:
C iv ilia n  C on se r v atio n  C orps

a n d  lab or  c a m p s ________
M il ita r y  a n d  n a v a l  p osts

515,000  

285, 000

2 5 .8

14.2

$486

912

$250,200  

260,000

3 4 .5

35 .9

T o ta l________  _______

A ll in sti tu tio n a l  g r o u p s_______

800,000 4 0 .0 $638 $510, 200 70.4

2, 000, 000 100.0 $362 $724, 300 100.0

D a t a  o n  s u b s is te n c e  c o s ts  a n d  w a g e  p a y m e n ts  fo r  

m e m b e rs  o f  th e  C iv i l ia n  C o n s e rv a t io n  C o rp s  in  1 93 5 -3 6  

w e re  s u p p lie d  b y  t h a t  a g e n c y  a n d  b y  th e  A n n u a l 

R e p o r t s  o f  t h e  D ir e c to r  o f  E m e rg e n c y  C o n s e rv a tio n  

W o rk ;  th o s e  fo r  e n l is te d  A rm y  a n d  N a v y  m e n  w e re  

o b ta in e d  f ro m  th e  c o m m it te e  h e a r in g s  o n  t h e  N a v y  

D e p a r tm e n t  a n d  M il i ta r y  E s ta b l i s h m e n t  A p p ro p r ia ­

t io n  b ills  fo r  1937 a n d  1938. In a s m u c h  a s  n o  d a t a  w e re  

a v a i la b le  o n  th e  in c o m e s  o f  w o rk e rs  in  la b o r  c a m p s  o r
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o f  c re w s  o n  v esse ls , t h e  p e r  c a p i ta  f ig u re s  fo r  C . C . C . 

e n ro lle e s  a n d  fo r  A rm y  a n d  N a v y  p e rs o n n e l,  re s p e c ­

t iv e ly , w e re  u se d  a s  a p p ly in g  ro u g h ly  to  th e s e  tw o  

g ro u p s  a s  w ell.

T h e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e  p e r  r e s id e n t  o f in s t i tu t io n s  

p ro p e r  r e p re s e n ts  a v e ra g e  s u b s is te n c e  c o s ts , e x c lu s iv e  

o f  a d m in is t r a t iv e  o v e rh e a d  a n d  c a p i ta l  o u t la y s  b y  th e  

in s t i tu t io n .  T h e  im p u te d  v a lu e  o f  fo o d  p ro d u c e d  b y  

th e  i n s t i tu t io n s  h a s  b e e n  in c lu d e d  in  c o s ts  fo r  s u b s is ­

te n c e , b u t  n o  v a lu e  w a s  a s c r ib e d  to  in s t i tu t io n a l  la b o r  

in  m a k in g  c lo th in g  fo r  th e  re s id e n ts .  N o  a t t e m p t  w as  

m a d e  to  a s c r ib e  a n  im p u te d  v a lu e  fo r  h o u s in g , a l th o u g h  

e x p e n se s  fo r  t h e  m a in te n a n c e  a n d  u p k e e p  o f  b u i ld in g s  

a n d  g ro u n d s  w e re  in c lu d e d . I n s t i t u t i o n a l  e x p e n d i tu re s  

fo r  m e d ic a l  se rv ic e , e d u c a tio n ,  a n d  re c re a t io n  w e re  

e x c lu d e d  f ro m  th e  e s t im a te s  o f  th e  p e r s o n a l  in c o m e s  o f 

th e  r e s id e n ts ,  o n  th e  a s s u m p tio n  t h a t  th e  se rv ic e s  

re c e iv e d  w e re  c o m p a ra b le  to  th o s e  re c e iv e d  b y  fa m ilie s  

f ro m  fre e  c lin ic s , p u b l ic  sc h oo ls , lib ra r ie s , a n d  re c re a ­

t io n a l  fa c ili tie s ,  t h e  v a lu e  o f  w h ic h  w a s  n o t  in c lu d e d  

in  th e  e s t im a te s  o f fa m ily  in c o m e . i

i F or fur th e r e x p la n a tio n  o f sou r ce s o f  d a ta  a n d  m e th o d s  u se d , se e  A p p e n d ix  A , 

sec . 9.

C o m p u te d  o n  th e  b a s is  d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e ,1 w h ic h  p re ­

s u m a b ly  re s u l ts  in  so m e  u n d e re s t im a t io n , t h e  a v e ra g e  

in c o m e s  o f  p e rso n s  in  in s t i tu t io n s  o f  v a r io u s  ty p e s  w e re  

fo u n d  to  b e  v e ry  s im ila r , w ith  th e  c o n sp ic u o u s  e x c e p ­

t io n  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l  d e fe c tiv e s ,  w h o se  a v e ra g e  in c o m e  

w a s  $ 406  a s  c o n t r a s te d  w ith  th e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e  of 

$ 178  fo r  th e  c o m b in e d  g ro u p s . T h e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e s  

o f m e m b e rs  o f th e  q u a s i - in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p s  w e re  

n a tu r a l ly  s o m e w h a t  h ig h e r— $486  fo r  th o s e  in  C iv i l ia n  

C o n s e rv a tio n  C o rp s  a n d  la b o r  c a m p s  a n d  $ 912  fo r  

th o s e  o n  v e s se ls  o r  in  A rm y  a n d  N a v y  p o s ts .  T h e  

c o m b in e d  in c o m e s  o f  in s t i tu t io n a l  r e s id e n ts  w e re  e s t i ­

m a te d  a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  $ 724  m illio n . N o  in c o m e  d is ­

t r ib u t io n  w a s  c a lc u la te d  fo r  th e  i n s t i tu t io n a l  p o p u la ­

t io n , fo r  re a s o n s  e x p la in e d  in  P a r t  I .

T h e  a b o v e  e s t im a te s  a re  n e c e s s a ri ly  ro u g h , b e c a u s e  o f 

th e  in c o m p le te n e s s  a n d  h e te ro g e n e i ty  o f th e  d a t a  

a v a i la b le  fo r  c o m p ilin g  th e m  a n d  b e c a u se  o f t h e  a b s e n c e  

o f a n y  in fo rm a tio n  o n  in c o m e s  re c e iv e d , e i th e r  in  c a s h  o r  

k in d , f ro m  o th e r  t h a n  in s t i tu t io n a l  so u rc e s . N e v e r th e ­

less, t h e  e s t im a te s  s e rv e  a s  a  ro u g h  m e a s u re  o f  t h e  in c o m e  

s t a tu s  o f  th is  m in o r  g ro u p  o f  c o n su m e rs , a n d  c o m p le te  

th e  p ic tu r e  o f c o n s u m e r in c o m e s  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s .



PART III

COM PARISON W ITH OTHER INCOM E STUDIES

T
H E S E  fig u re s  o n  th e  in c o m e s  re c e iv e d  b y  A m e ric a n  

c o n s u m e rs  im m e d ia te ly  c a ll fo r  c o m p a r is o n  w i th  

th e  re s u l ts  o f o th e r  in c o m e  s tu d ie s .  T w o  m a jo r  

q u e s t io n s  a re  o f in te r e s t  in  th i s  c o n n e c t io n :  F i r s t ,  h o w  

d o  th e s e  e s t im a te s  fo r  1 9 3 5 -3 6  c o m p a re  w i th  p re v io u s  

e s t im a te s  o f th e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f in c o m e  a m o n g  th e  

A m e r ic a n  p e o p le ?  A n d , se c o n d , h o w  d o  th e y  c o m p a re  

w ith  o th e r  e s t im a te s  o f th e  N a t io n ’s in c o m e  fo r  th e  sa m e  

1 2 -m o n th  p e r io d ?

A n sw e rs  to  th e  f i r s t  q u e s t io n ,  i f  t h e y  w e re  a v a ila b le , 

w o u ld  b e  o f n o ta b le  s ig n if ic a n c e  a n d  v a lu e . B u t  so  

l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  h a s  h i th e r to  b e e n  g iv e n  to  t h e  c o n s u m p ­

t io n  a s p e c ts  o f  o u r  e c o n o m y  t h a t  th e  m a te r ia l  is  n o t  o n  

h a n d  to  p ro v id e  e v e n  t e n t a t i v e  a n s w e rs .

A s  in d ic a te d  in  t h e  f i r s t  p a g e s  o f  th i s  r e p o r t ,  th e r e  is 

o n ly  o n e  p re v io u s  s tu d y  o f th e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f in c o m e  

p re s e n t in g  e s t im a te s  o n  a  fa m ily  o r  c o n s u m e r  u n i t  

b a s is . T h is  is  th e  s tu d y  fo r  1929 p r e p a r e d  b y  th e  

B ro o k in g s  I n s t i t u t i o n .1 U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  i t  is  n o t  p o s ­

s ib le  to  m a k e  a  s a t i s f a c to r y  c o m p a r is o n  w i th  th e  

B ro o ld n g s  f ig u re s . D iffe re n c e s  in  th e  d a t a  a v a ila b le  

fo r  p re p a r in g  th e  e s t im a te s  a n d  in  th e  m e th o d s  u s e d  in  

th e i r  c o n s t ru c t io n  r e s u l t  in  a  w id e  d is c r e p a n c y  b e tw e e n  

th e  tw o  s tu d ie s  w h ic h  c a n n o t  b e  a c c o u n te d  fo r  in  te r m s  

o f d iffe re n c e s  in  d e f in itio n s  o f in c o m e  u s e d  o r  in  th e  size  

o f  th e  n a t io n a l  in c o m e  in  th e  2 y e a r s .1 2 S in c e  i t  is  im ­

p o s s ib le  to  te l l  h o w  a n d  w h e re  th is  d is c r e p a n c y  a ffe c ts  

th e  c u rv e s  o f in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n ,  i t  is  im p o ss ib le  to  

m a k e  a llo w a n c e  fo r  i t  in  c o m p a r in g  th e  1929 d is t r ib u ­

t io n  w i th  t h a t  fo r  1 9 3 5 -3 6 . F o r  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  

v a r ia t io n s  in  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  f ro m  o n e  y e a r  to  

a n o th e r  w e m u s t  a w a i t  th e  r e s u l ts  o f  f u r th e r  in v e s t ig a ­

tio n .

1 A m e r i c a ' s  C a p a c i t y  to  C o n s u m e .

2 T h e  m a g n itu d e  o f th is  d isc re p a n cy  ap p ears  to  b e  in  th e  n e igh b or hood  o f $7 b illion .

T h e  a ggre ga te  c on su m e r  in c o m e  for 1929, a s  e s t im a te d  b y  B roo k ing s, is  a lm o st $33 

b ill io n  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  ag gre gate  for 1935-36 s h o w n  b y  th e  p r ese n t s tu d y —$93 b illion  

a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  $60 b illio n . T h e  m ajor p ar t o f  th is  d iffer en ce  is  a c c o u n te d  for b y  

t h e  d iffe re n c e  in  th e  s iz e  o f  th e  n a tio n a l in c o m e  in  t h e  2  y e a r s—a b o u t $20 b illion  as  

m e a su r e d  b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  C om m e rc e  e s tim a te s  o f  in c o m e  p a id  o u t. (N a th a n ,  

R o b e r t R . ,  a n d  C on e, F re d e ric k  M .,  M o n t h l y  I n c o m e  P a y m e n t s  i n  th e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s ,  1 9 2 9 - 3 7 ,  S u r v e y  of C u rren t B u s in e ss , F e b r u a r y  1938.) A n  a d d itio n a l $6.2  

b illio n  is  d u e  to  th e  in c lu s io n  in  th e  B r oo k ing s e s tim a te  o f c a p ita l g a in s  from  th e  sa le  

o f se c u r it ie s  a n d  o th er  a sse ts . S u c h  p r ofits  w e r e  n o t con s id e red  a s  a n  ite m  o f in co m e  

i n  th e  p r e se n t s tu d y . W h ile  a  few  m in o r  d ifferen ces  in  it e m s c ove re d  b y  th e  tw o  e s ti ­

m a te s  c an  a lso  b e  id e n tif ie d ,  th o se  in c lu d e d  in  th e  p r ese n t s tu d y  s lig h t ly  e xce ed  in  

a m o u n t  th o se  in c lu d e d  in  th e  B r oo k in g s e s tim a te . T h e r e  r e m ain s , the re for e, a 

■ difference o f  a b o u t  $7 b i ll io n  w h ic h  c a n n o t b e  sp e c if ic a lly  a c c o u n te d  for.
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National Income in 1935-36

A n sw e rs  to  th e  se c o n d  q u e s t io n  ra is e d  a b o v e  a re , 

h o w e v e r,  f a i r ly  re a d i ly  o b ta in e d . M u c h  a t t e n t io n  h a s  

b e e n  g iv e n  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s  to  th e  m e a s u re m e n t  o f  n a ­

t io n a l  in c o m e  f ro m  th e  s t a n d p o in t  o f th e  p ro d u c tio n  

o f g o o d s  a n d  se rv ic e s  b y  v a r io u s  d iv is io n s  o f in d u s t r y ,  

a n d  th e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f th e  t o t a l  p r o d u c t  a c c o rd in g  to  

v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f in c o m e  p a y m e n t .  T h e s e  e s t im a te s  a re , 

o f c o u rse , b a s e d  o n  d a t a  d ra w n  f ro m  e n t i r e ly  d if fe re n t  

so u rc e s  t h a n  th o s e  u se d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  o f in c o m e s  

re c e iv e d  b y  c o n su m e rs . B u t  th e  re s u l ts  o f th e  tw o  a p ­

p ro a c h e s  s h o u ld  n o n e  t h e  less  b e  in  h a r m o n y ,  w h e n  a l ­

lo w a n c e  is  m a d e  fo r  c e r ta in  n e c e s s a ry  d iffe re n c e s  in  th e  

i te m s  o f in c o m e  c o v e re d . C o m p a r is o n  o f  th e  p re s e n t  

e s t im a te s  o f a g g re g a te  c o n s u m e r in c o m e  w i th  th e se  

e s t im a te s  o f n a t io n a l  in c o m e  p ro d u c e d  a n d  p a id  o u t  

p ro v id e s  a  u se fu l a n d  s ig n if ic a n t  c h e c k  o n  th e  r e l ia b i l i ty  

o f th e  f ig u re s  p re s e n te d  in  th is  r e p o r t .

D e p a r tm e n t  o j  C o m m e r c e  E s t im a te s :  F o r  a  m e a s u re  o f 

th e  s iz e  o f  th e  n a t io n a l  in c o m e  p ro d u c e d  w e  c a n  t u r n  

to  t h e  e s t im a te s  p re p a re d  b y  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  D e p a r t ­

m e n t  o f  C o m m e rc e . F o r  th e  1 2 -m o n th  p e r io d  f ro m  

J u ly  1935 th r o u g h  J u n e  1936, th e  t o ta l  in c o m e  p ro d u c e d  

b y  th e  N a t io n ,  a s  e s t im a te d  b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t ,  w a s  

$ 59 ,58 4  m illio n .3

B e fo re  th is  f ig u re  c a n  b e  c o m p a re d  w i th  t h e  e s t im a te  

o f a g g re g a te  c o n s u m e r  in c o m e — $ 59 ,983  m illio n — a llo w ­

a n c e  m u s t  b e  m a d e  fo r  d iffe re n c e s  in  t h e  m e th o d s  u se d  

in  t h e  tw o  c o m p u ta t io n s .  T h e  la r g e s t  so u rc e  o f  d if fe r ­

e n ce  a rise s  f ro m  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  e s t im a te  o f  th e  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m e rc e  d o e s  n o t  c o u n t  a s  in c o m e  th e  

im p u te d  n e t  r e n ta l  v a lu e  o f o w n e d  h o m e s  o c c u p ie d  b y  

th e i r  o w n e rs , w h e re a s  th i s  i t e m  is  in c lu d e d  in  th e  

e s t im a te s  o f fa m ily  in c o m e s  p re s e n te d  in  th i s  r e p o r t .  

I n  a d d i t io n ,  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m e rc e  h a s ,  b e c a u se  

o f th e  n a tu r e  o f th e  d a t a  u se d  in  c o m p il in g  i t s  e s t im a te ,  

o m i t te d  se v e ra l  sm a ll i te m s  o f in c o m e  w h ic h  a re  in c lu d e d  

in  th e  c o n s u m e r in c o m e  fig u re s— t h a t  is , e a rn in g s  fro m  

b o a rd e rs  a n d  lo d g e r s  a n d  fro m  o d d  jo b s ,  a n d  b o n u s e s

3 E s t im a te  su p p lie d  b y  n a tio n a l  in c o m e  se c t io n  o f th e  D iv is io n  o f  E c o n o m ic  R e ­

search , B u r e a u  o f F o re ign  a n d  D o m e s tic  C om m e rc e, b a se d  o n  m o n th ly  in c o m e  

p a y m e n ts  for t h e  12 m o n th s  c ove re d  a n d  o n  th e  e s tim a te d  shar e o f  1935 a n d  1936 

b u sin e ss  sa v in g s  a p p lic ab le  to  th e  sa m e 12-m onth  p eriod . F or  f igures o n  in c o m e  

p a y m e n ts , see  M o n t h l y  I n c o m e  P a y m e n t s  i n  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  1 9 2 9 - 3 7 .
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p a id  to  e m p lo y e e s . A  ro u g h  e s t im a te  o f  th e  m a g n i tu d e  

o f th e s e  o m i t te d  i te m s  in d ic a te s  t h a t  th e y  a m o u n t  to  

a p p ro x im a te ly  $3% b il lio n .4

F u r th e r m o r e ,  to  e ffe c t a  c o m p a ris o n , d e d u c tio n s  

m u s t  b e  m a d e  f r o m  b o th  a g g re g a te s . A llo w a n c e  m u s t  

b e  m a d e  in  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m e rc e  f ig u re  fo r  

in c o m e  p ro d u c e d  t h a t  d id  n o t  r e a c h  t h e  h a n d s  o f  c o n ­

s u m e rs  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r  c o v e re d , b u t  w a s  r e ta in e d  a s  

s a v in g s  b y  c o rp o ra t io n s  o r  h e ld  a s  d iv id e n d s  a n d  in te r e s t  

b y  s a v in g s  in s t i tu t io n s .  A  d e d u c t io n  m u s t  a lso  b e  

m a d e  in  t h e  e s t im a te  o f  a g g re g a te  c o n s u m e r  in c o m e , 

s in c e  so m e  i te m s  o f  in c o m e  w e re  n e c e s s a ri ly  c o u n te d  

tw ic e  in  p re p a r in g  th i s  e s t im a te — firs t ,  in  t h e  in c o m e  o f 

t h e  fa m ily  o r  in d iv id u a l  o r ig in a lly  re c e iv in g  t h e  i te m , 

a n d  se c o n d , in  t h e  in c o m e  o f th e  fa m ily  o r  in d iv id u a l  to  

w h o m  i t  w a s  t r a n s fe r r e d .  G if ts  o f  m o n e y  m a d e  b y  o n e  

fa m ily  to  a n o th e r  a n d  d i r e c t  re lie f  s u p p l ie d  b y  t h e  c o m ­

m u n i ty  to  p a r t  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  a re  e x a m p le s  o f  su c h  

d o u b le  c o u n tin g . T h e s e  tw o  s e ts  o f  d e d u c t io n s  a re  o f 

a p p ro x im a te ly  e q u a l  m a g n i tu d e — a b o u t  $ 1 ,1 0 0  m illio n  

fo r  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m e rc e  a d j u s t m e n t 6 a n d  

$ 1 ,2 0 0  m illio n  fo r  t h e  a d ju s tm e n t  o f  c o n s u m e r  in c o m e .6

T h u s  t h e  d iffe re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  m e a s u re s  o f  

n a t io n a l  in c o m e , a f t e r  t h e y  a r e  p la c e d  o n  a  c o m p a ra b le  

b a s is , is  in  t h e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f $3 b il lio n — th e  e s t im a te  

o f  in c o m e  re c e iv e d  b y  c o n s u m e rs  fa l lin g  a b o u t  5 p e r ­

c e n t  b e lo w  t h a t  fo r  in c o m e  p ro d u c e d . I n  v ie w  o f  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  th e  tw o  fig u re s  r e p r e s e n t  e n t i r e ly  in d e -

4 T h is  e s tim a te , a m o u n tin g  t o  $3,278 m ill io n ,  w a s  o b ta in e d  b y  a d d in g  th e  fo llow ing  

four ite m s:

(1) $2,378 m il lio n  for im p u te d  n e t r e n ta l  v a lu e  o f  o w n e d  h o m e s  o c cu p ied  b y  th e ir  

o w n e rs . (P r e lim in a r y  e s t im a te  o f N a t io n a l R e sou rc e s C o m m itte e , b a se d  o n  in co m e  

d is tr ib u tio n s  p r e se n te d  in  th is  s t u d y  a n d  e x p e n d itu r e  d a ta  fr om  S tu d y  o f C o n su m er  

P ur ch a se s .)

(2) $500 m ill io n  for e a r n in g s  fr om  o d d  jo b s . (B a se d  o n  B r o o k in g s  In s ti tu tio n  

e st im a te  o f  $700 m i ll io n  for 1929, A m e r i c a ’s  C a p a c i t y  t o  C o n s u m e ,  p . 163.)

(3) $300 m il lio n  for e ar n in gs  from  b oa rd e rs  a n d  lod g e rs . (P r e l im in a r y  a p p r o x im a ­

t io n  m a d e  b y  N a t io n a l R e so u r ce s  C o m m it te e  from  fa m ily  in c o m e  d a t a  fr om  S tu d y  

o f  C o n su m e r  P u rc h ase s .)

(4) $100 m il lio n  for b o n u ses  p a id  t o  e m p lo y e e s .  (B a se d  o n  p r e lim in a r y  ta b u la t io n s  

o f d a ta  o b t a in e d  b y  B u r e a u  o f L a b or  S t a tis t i c s  for th e  y e ar  1936, q u o te d  b y  R o b e r t  

R .  N a th a n  in  N a t i o n a l  I n c o m e ,  1 9 2 9 - 8 6 ,  U .  S . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C om m e rc e, p . 18.)

6 T h is  e s tim a te , a m o u n tin g  to  $1,117 m ill io n ,  w a s  o b ta in e d  b y  a d d in g  th e  fo llow ing  

tw o  ite m s:

(1) $117 m il lio n  for corp orate  sa v in g s . (E s tim a te  su p p lie d  b y  th e  n atio n a l in com e  

se c tio n  o f th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C om m e rc e. B u s in e ss  sa v in g s  o f  farm ers a n d  o th er  

in d iv id u a l e n tre pre ne urs  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  c o n su m e r  in c o m e  figures a n d  h e n c e  

d o  n o t n e ed  to  b e  d e d u c te d  from  th e  e s t im a te  o f  in c o m e  p r od u c ed  in  com p a rin g  

th e  tw o  e stim a te s .)

(2) $1,000 m il lio n  for in te r e st  a n d  d iv id e n d s  r e c eiv ed  b y  sa v in g s  b a n k s , b u ild in g  a n d  

lo an  a sso cia tio n s , life  in su ra n ce  c o m p a n ie s , a n d  s im ila r  a sso cia tio n s  o f  in d iv id u a ls  

a n d  n o t p a id  o u t to  in d iv id u a ls . (E s tim a te d  as h a lf o f  th e  to ta l  o f th e s e  r ec eip ts, o n  

th e  a ss u m p t io n  th a t th e  r e m a in in g  h a lf  w a s  p a id  o u t to  in d iv id u a ls  a s  in te r e st  o n  

sa v in g s  d e p o s its , in su r an ce  d iv id e n d s ,  a n d  o th e r  it e m s  o f  in c o m e . T h e  to ta l  o f  th e se  

r e c e ip ts  w a s  e s tim a te d  a s  a b o u t o n e -fou rth  o f a ll d iv id e n d s  a n d  in te r e st  p a y m e n ts  

m a d e  d u r in g  th e  12 -m on th  p e rio d  c ove re d . S ee N a t i o n a l  I n c o m e  i n  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , 

1 9 2 9 - 3 5 , U . S . D e p a r tm e n t o f  C om m e rc e, p p .  54-55, a n d  M o n t h l y  I n c o m e  P a y m e n t s  

i n  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  1 9 2 9 -3 7 .)

6 T h is  e s tim a te ,  a m o u n tin g  to  $1,213 m ill io n ,  w a s  o b ta in e d  b y  a d d in g  th e  fo llow in g  

th r ee  ite m s:
(1) $899 m ill io n  for d ire ct r e lief  in  c ash  a n d  k in d  r ec e iv e d  b y  fam ilie s  a n d  s in g le  

in d iv id u a ls .  (S e e  ta b le  5 A .)

(2) $214 m il lio n  for su b s is te n c e  a n d  care su p p lie d  to  r es id e n ts  o f  in s t it u t io n s  for 

m e n ta l a n d  p h y s ic a l  d e fe c tiv e s , d e p e n d e n t a n d  d e lin q u e n t c h ild r e n  a n d  d e p e n d e n t  

a d u lt s , a n d  to  in m a te s  o f  p r iso n s  a n d  reform atories . (S e e  ta b le  16.)

(3) $100 m il lio n  for g ifts  in  c ash  r ec e iv e d  b y  fa m ilie s a n d  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  u se d  for 

c u r r en t l iv in g  e xp e n ses . (R o u g h  a p p ro x im a tio n  m a d e  for p u r poses  o f  th is  s tu d y .)

p e n d e n t  e s t im a te s  o f  th e  N a t io n ’s  e c o n o m ic  a c t i v i t y  

fo r  t h e  y e a r ,  p r e p a r e d  f ro m  e n t i r e ly  s e p a r a te  so u rc e s  

o f  d a t a ,  th i s  d is c r e p a n c y  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  e x c e ss iv e . 

R a th e r ,  i t  se e m s c a u s e  fo r  s o m e w h a t  g r e a te r  c o n fid e n c e  

in  b o th  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m e rc e  f ig u re s  a n d  

th o s e  p r e s e n te d  in  th i s  r e p o r t .

N a t i o n a l  I n d u s t r i a l  C o n je r e n c e  B o a r d  E s t im a te s :  I n  

a d d i t io n  t o  t h e  c o m p a r is o n  w i th  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f 

C o m m e rc e  e s t im a te s  o f  in c o m e  p ro d u c e d , i t  i s  p o s s ib le  

to  c h e c k  t h e  r e s u l ts  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  a g a in s t  in c o m e  

e s t im a te s  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  N a t io n a l  I n d u s t r i a l  C o n ­

fe re n c e  B o a rd .  T h e s e  e s t im a te s  m e a s u re  t h e  re a liz e d  

in c o m e  re c e iv e d  b y  t h e  N a t io n  a s  a  w h o le  a n d  in  th e  

v a r io u s  S ta te s  f ro m  c u r r e n t  p ro d u c t io n  a n d  fro m  

s e v e ra l  o th e r  i te m s  w h ic h  a r e  “ a c c o u n ta b le ”  w i th  th e  

e x is t in g  d a ta .

S in c e  t h e  e s t im a te s  a re  a v a i la b le  o n ly  o n  a  c a le n d a r  

y e a r  b a s is ,  a n  a v e ra g e  o f  t h e  2  y e a r s  1935 a n d  1936 h a s  

b e e n  u s e d  to  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  1 2 -m o n th  p e r io d  c o v e re d  b y  

t h e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y .  T h e  n a t io n a l  to t a l s  sh o w n  b y  th e  

C o n fe re n c e  B o a r d  fo r  t h e  2  y e a r s  a v e ra g e  a p p ro x im a te ly  

$ 5 9 % b i l l io n 7— a  fig u re  a lm o s t  id e n t ic a l  w i th  t h e  C o m ­

m e rc e  e s t im a te  o f  in c o m e  p ro d u c e d  fo r  1 9 3 5 -3 6 . T h e  

tw o  to t a l s  d o  n o t ,  h o w e v e r,  c o v e r  w h o lly  id e n t ic a l  i te m s  

o f in c o m e , a n d  th e  a d ju s tm e n t s  n e e d e d  to  p la c e  th e  

C o n fe re n c e  B o a r d  e s t im a te s  o n  a  c o m p a ra b le  b a s is  w ith  

t h e  e s t im a te  o f  c o n s u m e r  in c o m e  d if fe r  s o m e w h a t  fro m  

th o s e  re q u ir e d  fo r  th e  c o m p a r is o n  w i th  th e  C o m m e rc e  

f igu res .

W h e n  th e s e  a d ju s tm e n ts  a re  m a d e , th e  C o n fe re n c e  

B o a rd  f ig u re s  a n d  th o s e  sh o w n  b y  th e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  a re  

fo u n d  to  b e  in  s u rp r is in g ly  c lo se  a g re e m e n t .  T h e  e s t i ­

m a te  o f  in c o m e s  re c e iv e d  b y  c o n s u m e rs  fa l ls  b e lo w  th e  

n a t io n a l  in c o m e  e s t im a te  o f th e  B o a r d  b y  a  l i t t l e  o v e r  $1 

b illio n , o r  b y  a p p ro x im a te ly  2  p e r c e n t .8 T h is  c o r re ­

sp o n d e n c e  is , in d e e d , so  c lo se  a s  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t  is  to  * 1 2 3

l  M a r tin , R o b e r t F . ,  R e a l i z e d  N a t i o n a l  I n c o m e ,  1 9 0 9 - 8 5 ,  N a t io n a l In d u str ia l C o n ­

ference B o ar d  B u lle tin ,  v o l. X I ,  N o . 5, A p r il 19, 1937; i d e m ,  T h e  N a t i o n a l  I n c o m e  i n  

1 9 3 6  a n d  1 9 3 7 ,  N a t io n a l I n d u str ia l C on fer en c e B o a r d  B u lle tin ,  v o l.  X I I ,  N o . 2, 

F e b r u a r y  17, 1938.

s T h is  e s tim a te , a m o u n t in g  to  $1,276 m ill io n ,  w a s  o b ta in e d  b y  fir st  su b tr a c tin g  

fr om  th e  av er age  o f  th e  C on fer en c e B o ar d  e s tim a te s  for 1935 a n d  1936 ($59,463 m illio n )  

th e  fo llo w in g  th r e e  i t e m s :
(1) $1,000 m ill io n  for in te r e st  a n d  d iv id e n d s  r e c e iv e d  b y  a sso c ia tio n s  o f  in d iv id u a ls .  

(S e e foo tn o te  5.)

(2) $937 m ill io n  for h a l f  o f  1936 so ld ie r s’ b o n u s  p a y m e n ts .  T h e se  p a y m e n ts ,  

a m o u n tin g  t o  $1,873 m ill io n  for th e  y e a r  1936, w e r e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  C on fer en c e B o ar d  

e st im a te  b u t  n o t c o u n te d  a s  in c o m e  (w ith  m in o r  e x c e p tion s) in  th e  p r ese n t s tu d y .

(3) $899 m i ll io n  for d ir e c t r e l ie f  r e c e iv e d  b y  fa m ilie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls ,  w h ic h  

w a s  in c lu d e d  in  t h e  C on fe re nc e  B o a r d  e s tim a te s  a n d  in  t h e  e s t im a t e s  p r e se n te d  in  th e  

p r ese n t s tu d y , b u t  w h ic h  r ep r ese n ts a  transfer  o f  in c o m e  a m on g  c on su m e rs . (E s ti ­

m a te  u s e d  in  p r e se n t s t u d y .  S e e  fo o tn o te  6.)

T h e  a d ju ste d  e s t im a te  th u s  o b ta in e d  ($56,627 m ill io n )  w a s  fu r th e r a d ju ste d  b y  

a d d in g  t h e  fo llo w in g  tw o  ite m s:

(1) $3,278 m ill io n  for th e  fou r  it e m s  o f in c o m e  s h o w n  in  fo o tn o te  4, w h ic h  w e r e  n o t  

c ove re d  in  t h e  C on fer en c e B o a r d  e s tim a te s .

(2) $141 m i ll io n  for b u s in e s s  sa v in g s  o f  in d iv id u a l e n tre p r en e u r s in  in d u str ie s  o th er  

th a n  a gr icu ltur e . S u c h  sa v in g s  w e r e  n o t c o ve re d  in  th e  C on fer en c e B o a r d  e s t im a te s ,  

b u t  w e r e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  c o n s u m e r  in c o m e  figu r es . (A v er a ge  o f  e s t im a te s  for 1935 

a n d  1936 su p p lie d  b y  th e  n a t io n a l in c o m e  se c tio n  o f th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m e rc e .)

T h e  r e su ltin g  f igu r e ($60,046 m illio n ) i s  $1,276 m ill io n  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  a d ju ste d  

e st im a te  o f  ag gre gate  c on su m e r  in c o m e. ($58,770 m illio n . S e e  fo o tn ote  6.)
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so m e  d e g re e  a c c id e n ta l— d u e , t h a t  is , to  c o m p e n s a tin g  

d is c re p a n c ie s  in  t h e  v a r io u s  c o m p o n e n t  f ig u re s  e n te r in g  

in to  th e  n a t io n a l  to ta ls .

Regional Division of Income in 1935-36

T h is  su g g e s tio n  is , i n  f a c t ,  b o rn e  o u t  b y  e x a m in a t io n  

o f  t h e  d iv is io n  o f  t h e  tw o  n a t io n a l  a g g re g a te s  b y  g eo ­

g ra p h ic  re g io n s . I n  b u i ld in g  u p  th e  e s t im a te s  o f  c o n ­

s u m e r  in c o m e s , th e  d a t a  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  

in s t i tu t io n a l  r e s id e n ts  w e re  c la ss if ied , fo r  c o n v e n ie n c e  

in  h a n d lin g , in to  t h e  s a m e  fiv e  re g io n a l  a r e a s  u se d  in  

p re p a r in g  th e  e s t im a te s  o f  fa m ily  in c o m e s . T h e  c ho ic e  

o f  th e s e  re g io n s ,  a s  in d ic a te d  in  t h e  p re c e d in g  d is c u ss io n , 

w a s  d e te rm in e d  b y  t h e  lo c a t io n  o f  t h e  s a m p le  c o m m u n i ­

t ie s  c o v e re d  b y  t h e  S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .9 T h e  

to t a l  in c o m e  re c e iv e d  b y  a l l  c o n s u m e rs  w ith in  e a c h  

re g io n  c o u ld  th e re fo re  b e  c o m p u te d .

T h is  re g io n a l  b re a k -d o w n  is  n e c e s s a ri ly  o n  a  v e ry  

ro u g h  b a s is ,  fo r  t h e  s a m p le  d a t a  o n  c o n s u m e r  in c o m e s  

w e re  f a r  to o  l im ite d  to  g iv e  a d e q u a te  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  to  

e v e ry  s e c tio n  o f  t h e  c o u n tr y .  T h e  re s u l ts  n e v e r th e le s s  

p ro v id e  a  u s e fu l  c h e c k  a g a in s t  t h e  c o r re s p o n d in g  

re g io n a l  f ig u re s  f ro m  th e  C o n fe re n c e  B o a r d  s tu d ie s .10 ii 

S in c e  t h e  C o n fe re n c e  B o a r d  p re s e n ts  s e p a r a te  e s t im a te s  

o f  t h e  in c o m e  re c e iv e d  in  e a c h  S ta te ,  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  

c o m b in e  t h e  v a r io u s  S ta t e  to t a l s  to  f i t  t h e  re g io n a l  

g ro u p in g s  u s e d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y .11

T h e  r e s u l ts  o f  th i s  r e g io n a l  c o m p a r is o n  sh o w  a lm o s t  

id e n t ic a l  p ro p o r t io n s  o f  th e  n a t io n a l  in c o m e  to t a l s  fo r  

t h e  P a c if ic  R e g io n  a n d  fo r  t h e  S ta te s  in  t h e  M o u n ta in  

a n d  P la in s  R e g io n . F o r  th e  S o u th e rn  S ta te s ,  h o w e v e r, 

th e  e s t im a te s  o f  c o n s u m e r  in c o m e s  sh o w n  b y  th is  s tu d y

9 S e e  p p . 41 -42  a n d  m a p  s h o w n  in  c h a rt 10.

S la u g h te r , J o h n  A . ,  I n c o m e  R e c e i v e d  i n  th e  V a r io u s  S t a te s ,  1 9 2 9 - 8 5 ,  N a t io n a l  

In d u str ia l C on fer en c e B o a r d  B u lle tin ,  v o l.  X I ,  N o . 5 , A p r il 19, 1937; i d e m ,  I n c o m e  

R e c e i v e d  i n  th e  V a r io u s  S t a t e s ,  1 9 8 6  a n d  1 9 8 7 , N a t io n a l  In d u str ia l C on fer en c e B oard  

B u lle tin ,  v o l.  X I I ,  N o .  2, F e b r u a r y  17, 1938.

ii A d ju s tm e n ts  o f  th e  r eg ion a l figu r es  for th e  tw o  s tu d ie s  to  p lac e  th e m  o n  a  c om p a ra ­

b le  b as is  w i t h  r e sp e c t t o  i te m s  o f  in c o m e  c o v e r e d  c o u ld  n o t b e  m a d e . I t  is  p r ob ab le ,

h o w e v e r , t h a t  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  d is tr ib u t io n  o f th e  n a tio n a l to ta ls  b y  re g io n  w o u ld  n o t  

h a v e  b e e n  a p p r e c ia b ly  a lte r e d  i f  su c h  a d ju stm e n ts  h ad  b e e n  m a d e .

r u n  a p p re c ia b ly  h ig h e r  t h a n  t h e  e s t im a te s  o f  t h e  C o n ­

fe re n c e  B o a r d — a b o u t  25  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n a t io n a l  a g g re ­

g a te  a s  a g a in s t  t h e  21 p e r c e n t  sh o w n  b y  th e  B o a r d  

f ig u res . T h is  d is c r e p a n c y  is  o ffs e t b y  c o r re s p o n d in g ly  

lo w e r p ro p o r t io n s  o f  t h e  c o n s u m e r  in c o m e  t o t a l  in  t h e  

S ta te s  in  th e  N o r th  C e n t r a l  R e g io n  a n d  in  N e w  

E n g la n d .12

W ith  th e  in f o r m a tio n  n o w  a t  h a n d , i t  is  im p o s s ib le  

to  ju d g e  t h e  e x te n t  to  w h ic h  th e s e  d if fe re n c e s  re f le c t  

s h o r tc o m in g s  in  th e  b a s ic  d a t a  a v a i la b le  fo r  o n e  o r  

b o th  o f  t h e  s tu d ie s  o f  n a t io n a l  in c o m e . B u t  th e r e  

se e m s to  b e  so m e  re a s o n  to  b e lie v e  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l ts  o f 

th e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  s o m e w h a t  o v e re s t im a te  th e  in c o m e s  

o f  c o n s u m e rs  l iv in g  in  t h e  S o u th  th r o u g h  a n  o v e re s t i ­

m a te  o f  t h e  in c o m e s  o f  r u r a l  f a m ilie s .13 W h ile  t h e  t o t a l  

a m o u n t  o f  th e  d is c r e p a n c y  is  n o t  su ffic ie n t to  a ffe c t 

m a te r ia l ly  th e  in c o m e  fig u re s  p re s e n te d  fo r  m ost- 

g ro u p s  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n ,  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  a n  u p w a rd  

b ia s  in  th e  e s t im a te s  s h o u ld  b e  k e p t  in  m in d  i n  i n t e r ­

p r e t in g  t h e  r e s u l ts  fo r  th e  S o u th e rn .g ro u p s .  T h is  b ia s  

m a y  a ls o  a ff e c t  to  so m e  e x te n t  t h e  e s t im a te s  fo r  a ll 

f a r m  fa m il ie s ,  s in c e  h a l f  o f  th e  f a r m  p o p u la t io n  re s id e s  

in  th e  S o u th e rn  S ta te s .

D e s p i te  th e s e  re g io n a l  d if fe re n c e s , th e  v a r io u s  e s t i ­

m a te s  o f  t h e  N a t io n ’s in c o m e  in  1 9 3 5 -3 6  sh o w , o n  th e  

w h o le , a  s t r ik in g  a n d  e n c o u ra g in g  c o n s is te n c y . C o n ­

s id e ra b le  p ro g re s s  c a n  u n d o u b te d ly  b e  e x p e c te d  d u r in g  

th e  n e x t  fe w  y e a r s  in  th e  m e a s u re m e n t  o f  n a t io n a l  

in c o m e , f ro m  b o th  t h e  p r o d u c t io n  a n d  th e  c o n s u m p tio n  

a s p e c ts  o f  th e  e c o n o m y . T h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  o f  in c o m e  

d is t r ib u t io n ,  i t  is  h o p e d , w ill h e lp  to  s t im u la te  s u c h  

in v e s t ig a t io n ,  a n d  w ill p ro v id e  a  u se fu l b a s is  fo r  c o m ­

p a r is o n  w i th  f u r th e r  s tu d ie s  o f  th e  in c o m e s  o f  th e  

A m e r ic a n  p e o p le .

is T h e  c o m p a r a tiv e  f igu r es  tor e a c h  r eg ion  for th e  tw o  s tu d ie s  are a s  fo llo w s , th e  

f ig u re s for  t h e  C o n fe re n c e  B o a r d  a p p e a r in g  first: P ac if ic , 8 .7  p e r c e n t  a n d  8 .7  p e rc en t;  

M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s , 5 .6 p e r c e n t a n d  5.7 p e rc e n t;  S o u th , 20 .8 p e r c e n t a n d  24.6 p e rc en t;  

N o r th  C e n tr a l, 56.9 p e r c en t a n d  53.6 p e rc en t; a n d  N e w  E n g la n d , 8 .0  p e rc en t a n d  7.4  

p e rc en t.

13 S e e  A p p e n d ix  A , p p . 53 a n d  56.
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SOURCES AND M ETHODS USED IN THE STUDY

T
H E  m a te r ia l  p re s e n te d  in  th is  a p p e n d ix  d esc ribes  th e  sou rces  of d a ta  u sed  

as  a  b a sis  fo r  p re p a r in g  th e  e s tim a te s  of in c o m e  d is tr ib u tio n  sh o w n  in  th e  

p re c e d in g  p ag e s, a n d  th e  m e th o d s  e m p lo y e d  in  c o n s tru c tin g  th e  e s tim a te s . 

T h e  p ro c e d u re s  a d o p te d  a t  e a ch  s ta g e  o f th e  w o rk  a re  s e t  fo r th  in  co n s id e ra b le  d e ta il,  

so t h a t  re a d e rs  in te re s te d  in  th e  m o re  te c h n ic a l a s p e c ts  of th e  s tu d y  c a n  in te r p r e t  

a n d  e v a lu a te  th e  findings.

I n  th e  f ir s t se c tio n  o f th is  a p p e n d ix , th e  m a jo r  d e fin itio n s  a n d  c lassif ica tio ns 

u sed  in  th e  s tu d y  a re  b ro u g h t  to g e th e r , fo r  c o n v en ien ce  in  re fe ren ce . I n  th e  

seco nd  se c tio n , th e  S tu d y  o f C o n su m e r P u rc h a se s— th e  m a jo r  so u rc e  o f  b a s ic  d a ta —  

is  b rie fly  d e sc rib ed . T h e  fo llow ing  se c tio n s  d iscu ss  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f th e  sa m p le  

d is tr ib u tio n s  fo r  v a rio u s  g ro u p s  o f th e  p o p u la tio n , th e  m e th o d s  u sed  to  e x te n d  th e m  

to  c o v e r a ll o f th e  A m e ric a n  peop le , a n d  th e  m e th o d s  of e s t im a tin g  a v e ra g e  a n d  

a g g re g a te  incom es.
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SECTION I. DEFINITIONS AND CLASSIFICATION S USED

T h e  d e f in itio n s  a n d  c o n c e p ts  u se d  in  t h e  s tu d y  a n d  

th e  c la ss if ic a tio n s  o f  d a t a  a d o p te d  w e re  d e te rm in e d  

b o th  b y  t h e  p u rp o s e s  o f  th e  s tu d y  a n d  b y  t h e  n a tu r e  o f 

th e  a v a i la b le  d a ta .  S in c e  th e  e s t im a te s  o f fa m ily  

in c o m e s  a r e  b a s e d  m a in ly  o n  t h e  S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  

P u rc h a s e s ,  m a n y  o f  th e  d e f in itio n s  a n d  c la ss if ic a tio n s  

u s e d  in  t h a t  s tu d y  h a v e  b e e n  c a r r ie d  o v e r  u n c h a n g e d  

to  th e  p r e s e n t  r e p o r t .

T h e  S p e n d in g  U n it  C o n c e p t

T h e  e s t im a te s  o f in c o m e  p re s e n te d  in  th is  r e p o r t  w ere  

p re p a re d  p r im a r i ly  fo r  u se  a s  w e ig h ts  in  b u i ld in g  u p  

e s t im a te s  o f  t h e  c o n s u m p tio n  d e m a n d s  o f th e  A m e ric a n  

p e o p le .  T h e  a n a ly s is  h a s , th e re fo re ,  b e e n  m a d e  in  

te r m s  o f  s p e n d in g  o r  c o n s u m e r  u n i t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  in  

te r m s  o f in d iv id u a l  in c o m e  re c ip ie n ts .  T h r e e  m a in  ty p e s  

o f  c o n s u m e r  u n i t  a r e  d is t in g u is h e d  in  t h e  r e p o r t :  T h e  

fa m ily , t h e  s in g le  in d iv id u a l  a n d  th e  in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p .

S in c e  t h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  p e rs o n s  l iv e  i n  fa m ily  g ro u p s , 

w ith  e x p e n d i tu re s  fo r  fo o d , s h e lte r ,  a n d  m a n y  o th e r  

c o m m o d it ie s  a n d  se rv ic e s  in c u r r e d  jo in t ly  fo r  a ll 

m e m b e rs , t h e  fa m ily  is  t h e  m a jo r  e c o n o m ic  u n i t  d e te r ­

m in in g  t h e  u t i l iz a t io n  o f  in c o m e  fo r  c o n s u m p tio n  

p u rp o s e s . T h e  f a m i l y ,  a s  d e f in e d  in  th i s  s tu d y ,  c o n s is ts  

o f  tw o  o r  m o re  p e r s o n s  l iv in g  to g e th e r  a s  o n e  e c o n o m ic  

u n i t ,  h a v in g  a  c o m m o n  o r  p o o le d  in c o m e  a n d  l iv in g  

u n d e r  a  c o m m o n  ro o f. U s u a l ly ,  o f  c o u rs e , m e m b e rs  o f 

t h e  “ e c o n o m ic  f a m ily ”  a r e  r e la te d  b y  b lo o d , m a r r ia g e  o r  

a d o p t io n ,  b u t  t h e y  m a y  b e  u n r e la te d  p e r s o n s  m a in ta in ­

in g  a  jo in t  h o m e , p ro v id e d  th e y  s h a re  a  jo in t  in c o m e .

I n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  th i s  d e f in itio n , so n s  a n d  d a u g h te r s  

l iv in g  w i th  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  b u t  p a y in g  fo r  b o a rd  a n d  

lo d g in g  a n d  n o t  p o o lin g  t h e i r  in c o m e s  in  t h e  c o m m o n  

fa m ily  fu n d  a r e  c la ss if ie d  a s  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls ,  r a t h e r  

t h a n  a s  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  fa m ily . O n  th e  s a m e  b a s is ,  

s o n s  a n d  d a u g h te r s  a w a y  a t  sc h o o l  o r  fo r  o th e r  re a s o n s  

l iv in g  a w a y  f ro m  h o m e  f o r  a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  b u t  d e ­

p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  fa m ily  in c o m e  fo r  a t  l e a s t  th r e e - q u a r te r s  

o f  th e i r  s u p p o r t ,  a r e  c la ss if ie d  a s  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  fa m ily .

T h is  d e f in i t io n  o f  t h e  e c o n o m ic  fa m ily  fo llo w s  t h a t  

a d o p te d  in  t h e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .1 I t

1 F o r  a  m o r e  c o m p le t e  d e fin it io n  o f th e  “ e co n o m ic ”  fa m ily  u n it , se e  r ep or ts  on  

S tu d y  o f C o n su m e r  P u r c h a se s  is su e d  b y  th e  B u r e a u  o f H o m e  E c o n o m ic s  a n d  th e  

B u r e a u  o f L a b o r  S ta tis t ic s .

4 0

s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  i t  d iffe rs  s o m e w h a t  f ro m  th e  

d e f in itio n  o f  fa m ily  u s e d  b y  t h e  U n i te d  S ta t e s  B u re a u  

o f  t h e  C e n su s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p la c e , i t  d e f in e s  t h e  fa m ily  

a s  c o n s is t in g  o f  tw o  o r  m o re  p e rs o n s , w h e re a s  t h e  c e n su s  

c la ss if ies  p e r s o n s  l iv in g  a lo n e — t h a t  is , m a in ta in in g  

in d e p e n d e n t  h o u s e k e e p in g  q u a r te r s — a s  o n e -p e rs o n  

fa m ilie s . I n  t h e  s e c o n d  p la c e , i t  d e p a r t s  f ro m  th e  

c e n s u s  p r a c t ic e  in  c la ss ify in g  a s  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  so n s  

a n d  d a u g h te r s  l iv in g  a s  b o a rd e rs  a n d  lo d g e rs  in  th e  

h o m e s  o f  th e i r  p a r e n t s  a n d  n o t  p o o lin g  t h e i r  in c o m e s  in  

t h e  c o m m o n  fa m ily  fu n d .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  s u c h  so n s  a n d  d a u g h te r s  in  1 9 3 5 -3 6  is 

e s t im a te d  a s  a p p ro x im a te ly  4 0 0 ,00 0  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  

fa m ily  s c h e d u le s  o b ta in e d  in  t h e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  

P u rc h a s e s .  T h e  e l im in a t io n  o f  th e s e  so n s  a n d  d a u g h ­

t e r s  f ro m  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ily  m e m b e rs  r e d u c e s  

s l ig h tly  t h e  a v e ra g e  s iz e  o f  t h e  e c o n o m ic  fa m ily  a s  

c o m p a re d  w i th  t h e  c e n s u s  fa m ily , b u t  t h e  e ffe c t o n  th e  

e s t im a te d  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  in  th e  p o p u la t io n  is 

n e g lig ib le .2

A c c o rd in g  to  t h e  d e f in itio n  fo llo w e d  in  th i s  s t u d y  th e  

n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  l iv in g  a s  m e m b e rs  o f  fa m ily  g ro u p s  

in  1 9 3 5 -3 6  is  e s t im a te d  a t  1 15 ,96 6 ,00 0  o u t  o f  th e  t o t a l  

p o p u la t io n  o f  1 28 ,02 4 ,00 0 , a n d  th e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  is  

e s t im a te d  a t  2 9 ,4 0 0 ,30 0 .3

T h e  s in g l e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a s  d e f in e d  in  th i s  s tu d y ,  is  a n  

u n a t t a c h e d  p e r s o n  m a in ta in in g  a n  in d e p e n d e n t  e co ­

n o m ic  s t a tu s .  S in g le  in d iv id u a ls  t h u s  in c lu d e  a ll p e r s o n s  

m a in ta in in g  in d e p e n d e n t  l iv in g  q u a r te r s ,  o r  l iv in g  a s  

lo d g e r s  o r  s e r v a n t s  in  p r iv a t e  h o m e s , o r  a s  ro o m e rs  in  

lo d g in g  h o u s e s  a n d  h o te ls .  A lth o u g h  m o s t  m e m b e rs  

o f  t h e  g ro u p  a re  “ s in g le ,”  b o th  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  m a r i t a l  

s t a tu s  a n d  e c o n o m ic  s t a tu s ,  t h e  g ro u p  a ls o  in c lu d e s  

so m e  m a r r ie d  p e r s o n s  a n d  p e r s o n s  w id o w e d , d iv o rc e d , 

o r  s e p a r a te d .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  so  d e f in e d  is  e s t i ­

m a te d  a t  1 0 ,0 5 8 ,0 0 0  in  1 9 3 5 -3 6 , o r  7 .8  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  

t o t a l  p o p u la t io n .  A p p ro x im a te ly  6 ,5 3 8 ,0 0 0 , o r  65  p e r ­

c e n t  o f  t h e  to ta l ,  w e re  m e n  a n d  3 ,5 2 0 ,0 0 0  w e re  w o m e n .4

T h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  g r o u p ,  t h e  t h i r d  t y p e  o f  c o n s u m e r  

u n i t  d is t in g u is h e d  in  th e  s tu d y ,  c o n s is ts  o f  th e  r e s id e n ts

2 S e e  p p . 72 a n d  7fr-77.

3 F o r  fu r the r  d isc u ss io n , see  p p .  71-72.

4 F or  fu r the r  d isc u ss ion , see  p p .  77-78.
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o f  in s t i tu t io n s  “ p r o p e r ,”  in c lu d in g  m e n ta l  a n d  p h y s ic a l  

d e fe c tiv e s , d e p e n d e n t  a n d  d e l in q u e n t  c h ild re n , d e p e n d ­

e n t  a g e d  a n d  p o o r , a n d  in m a te s  o f  p r is o n s  a n d  re fo rm ­

a to r ie s ,  a n d  p e r s o n s  l iv in g  in  v a r io u s  q u a s i - in s t i tu t io n a l  

g ro u p s — a t  A rm y  a n d  N a v y  p o s ts ,  i n  C iv i l ia n  C o n s e r ­

v a t io n  C o rp s  a n d  la b o r  c a m p s , a n d  in  c re w s  o n  v esse ls . 

T h e s e  i n s t i tu t io n a l  r e s id e n ts  c a n n o t  b e  c o n s id e re d  a s 

i n d e p e n d e n t  s p e n d in g  u n i t s  c o m p a ra b le  to  s in g le  in d i ­

v id u a ls ,  s in c e  t h e i r  in c o m e s  a r e  re c e iv e d , in  w h o le  o r  in  

p a r t ,  a s  s u b s is te n c e  a n d  c a re  s u p p lie d  b y  t h e  in s t i tu t io n .  

T h e  in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p  i ts e lf  th u s  c o n s t i tu te s  th e  

s p e n d in g  u n i t .5

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  in s t i tu t io n a l  r e s id e n ts  in  1 9 3 5 -3 6  is 

e s t im a te d  a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  2 ,00 0 ,0 0 0 . O f th e se ,

1 .20 0 .000  w e re  r e s id e n ts  o f  in s t i tu t io n s  p ro p e r ,  a n d

8 0 0 .0 0 0  w e re  m e m b e rs  o f  q u a s i - in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p s .

D e f in i t io n  o f  In c o m e

T h e  d e f in itio n  o f  in c o m e  u s e d  in  th i s  s t u d y  fo llo w s 

t h a t  o f  th e  S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .  I t  in c lu d e s  

th e  t o t a l  n e t  m o n e y  in c o m e  re c e iv e d  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r  b y  

a ll m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  e c o n o m ic  fa m ily , p lu s  t h e  v a lu e  o f 

c e r ta in  i te m s  o f  n o n m o n e y  in c o m e . F a c s im ile s  o f  th e  

in c o m e  sc h e d u le s  u s e d  in  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  

P u rc h a s e s ,  p re s e n te d  in  th e  n e x t  se c tio n , sh o w  th e  

v a r io u s  i te m s  o f  in c o m e  c o v e re d .

M o n e y  in c o m e  c o m p r is e s  th e  n e t  e a rn in g s  o f a ll 

fa m ily  m e m b e rs , in c lu d in g  w o rk  re lie f  e a rn in g s  a n d  

e a rn in g s  f ro m  ro o m e rs  a n d  b o a rd e rs  a n d  o th e r  p a id  

w o rk  in  th e  h o m e ; n e t  p ro f i ts  f ro m  b u s in e s s  e n te rp r is e s  

o p e r a te d  o r  o w n e d  b y  th e  fa m ily , a n d  f ro m  p r o p e r ty  

b o u g h t  a n d  so ld  w ith in  th e  y e a r ; n e t  r e n ts  fro m  p r o p e r t y ; 

in t e r e s t  a n d  d iv id e n d s  f ro m  s to c k s , b o n d s , a n d  o th e r  

p r o p e r ty ;  p e n s io n s ,  a n n u it ie s ,  a n d  b e n e f i ts ;  g if ts  in  

c a s h  in s o fa r  a s  th e s e  a r e  u s e d  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  fo r  c u r ­

r e n t  l iv in g  e x p e n s e s ;6 a n d  in c o m e  re c e iv e d  a s  re w a rd s ,  

p riz e s , a l im o n y , o r  g a m b lin g  g a in s .  I n  a d d i t io n ,  m o n e y  

in c o m e  in c lu d e s  m o n e y  a l lo t te d  to  th e  fa m ily  b y  a  so n  

in  a  C iv i l ia n  C o n s e rv a t io n  C o rp s  c a m p  a n d  m o n e y  

re c e iv e d  a s  d i r e c t  c a s h  re lie f. T h is  l a s t  i te m  o f  in c o m e  

w a s  n o t  in c lu d e d  o n  th e  in c o m e  sc h e d u le s , b u t  th e  

re l ie f  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  c o n s t ru c te d  fo r  th i s  r e p o r t  

w e re  c o r re c te d  to  a d d  th e  e s t im a te d  v a lu e  o f d ir e c t  

re l ie f  in  b o th  c a s h  a n d  k in d .

I n  c a lc u la t in g  n e t  in c o m e  fro m  e a rn in g s  a n d  fro m  

p r o p e r ty ,  b u s in e s s  a n d  o c c u p a t io n a l  e x p e n s e s , in c lu d in g  

a l l  ta x e s  o n  in c o m e -p ro d u c in g  p r o p e r ty  a n d  o n  b u s in e s s  

o p e ra t io n s ,  h a v e  b e e n  d e d u c te d .  P e r s o n a l  ta x e s , s u c h  

a s  in c o m e , p r o p e r ty ,  a n d  p o ll ta x e s , h a v e  n o t  b e e n  d e ­

d u c te d .  B u s in e s s  lo sses  fo r  t h e  y e a r  f ro m  o p e ra t io n  o f 

a ll  in d e p e n d e n t  b u s in e s s ,  n e t  lo sses o n  r e n ta l  p ro p e r ty ,  

a n d  m o n e y  lo sses  f ro m  sa le s  o f  s e c u r it ie s  a n d  re a l  e s ta te  

b o u g h t  a n d  so ld  d u r in g  th e  sc h e d u le  y e a r  h a v e  a lso

5 F or fu rth e r d isc u ss io n , se e  se c . 9.
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b e e n  d e d u c te d  in  c a lc u la t in g  n e t  in c o m e . P a p e r  losses , 

su c h  a s  d e p re c ia t io n  in  th e  v a lu e  o f  p r o p e r ty  o w n e d , 

h a v e  n o t  b e e n  c o u n te d  a s  b u s in e s s  losses.

E x c lu d e d  f ro m  n e t  m o n e y  in c o m e  a re  g a in s  o r  lo sse s 

fro m  th e  sa le  o f  c a p i ta l  a s s e ts  o w n e d  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  

o f th e  s c h e d u le  y e a r ;  in h e r i ta n c e s ,  w i th  t h e  e x c e p tio n  

o f  t h a t  p a r t  o f  c a s h  in h e r i ta n c e s  u s e d  fo r  c u r r e n t  l iv in g  

e x p e n s e s ;6 s o ld ie rs ’ b o n u s  p a y m e n ts ;  (w ith  m in o r  ex ­

c e p tio n s )  a n d  fu n d s  o b ta in e d  th r o u g h  b o r ro w in g .

N o n m o n e y  in c o m e , fo r  a ll g ro u p s  o f  fa m ilie s , in c lu d e s  

th e  n e t  v a lu e  o f  th e  o c c u p a n c y  o f  a n  o w n e d  h o m e  a n d  

r e n t  re c e iv e d  a s  p a y ,  a s  w ell a s  t h e  e s t im a te d  v a lu e  o f 

d i r e c t  re l ie f  re c e iv e d  in  k in d . F o r  f a r m  a n d  v illa g e  

fa m ilie s , i t  in c lu d e s , in  a d d i t io n  to  th e s e  i te m s , t h e  n e t  

im p u te d  v a lu e  o f  fo o d  p ro d u c e d  a t  h o m e  fo r  th e  

fa m ily ’s o w n  u se . F o r  f a rm  fa m ilie s , i t  a lso  in c lu d e s  

th e  n e t  im p u te d  v a lu e  o f  c e r ta in  o th e r  f a rm -p ro d u c e d  

g o o d s  u s e d  b y  t h e  fa m ily — i. e .,  fu e l, ic e , to b a c c o , a n d  

w oo l— p lu s  o r  m in u s  th e  v a lu e  o f  a n y  in c re a s e  o r  d e ­

c re a se  in  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  l iv e s to c k  o w n e d  o r  o f  c ro p s  

s to re d  fo r  sa le . E x c e p t  fo r  o w n e d  h o m e s , n o  a t t e m p t  

w a s  m a d e  to  in c lu d e  a s  n o n m o n e y  in c o m e  t h e  v a lu e  o f  

th e  u se  o f  d u r a b le  g o o d s  o w n e d  b y  th e  fa m ily  s u c h  a s  

a u to m o b ile s , f u r n i tu r e  a n d  h o u s e h o ld  e q u ip m e n t .7 *

I n  p la c in g  a n  im p u te d  v a lu e  o n  fo o d  a n d  o th e r  f a rm  

p ro d u c ts  u s e d  b y  t h e  fa m ily , t h e  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  

S tu d y  u s e d  p ric e s  s e p a r a te ly  e s t im a te d  fo r  e a c h  lo c a li ty , 

b a s e d  o n  th e  p r ic e s  c u s to m a r i ly  p a id  fo r  p ro d u c ts  o f 

s im ila r  q u a l i ty  p u rc h a s e d  f ro m  n e ig h b o rs  o r  f ro m  th e  

m o s t  l ik e ly  p la c e  o f  p u rc h a s e .

I n  e s t im a t in g  t h e  im p u te d  v a lu e  o f th e  o c c u p a n c y  of 

o w n e d  h o m e s  fo r  u r b a n  a n d  v illa g e  fa m ilie s , th e  d if ­

fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  r e n ta l  v a lu e  o f  th e  h o m e  a n d  th e  

e x p e n se s  p a id  fo r  in te r e s t  o n  th e  m o r tg a g e  a n d  fo r  

ta x e s , in s u ra n c e , a n d  r e p a i r s  w a s  u se d . In fo r m a t io n  

o n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  in t e r e s t  p a id  b y  th e  fa m ily  a n d  o n  

th e  n u m b e r  o f  m o n th s  d u r in g  w h ic h  th e  h o m e  w a s  

o c c u p ie d  w a s  o b ta in e d  o n  th e  in c o m e  s c h e d u le  fo r  e a c h  

h o m e -o w n in g  fa m ily . A n  e s t im a te  o f  th e  a m o u n t  p a id  

fo r  e x p e n se s  o th e r  t h a n  in te r e s t  o n  th e  m o r tg a g e  w a s  

a r b i t r a r i ly  m a d e  fo r  e a c h  fa m ily  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  d a t a  

s e c u re d  b y  th e  B u r e a u  o f L a b o r  S ta t i s t i c s  in  p re v io u s  

s tu d ie s  o f  fa m ily  liv in g .

T h e  im p u te d  v a lu e  o f th e  o c c u p a n c y  o f f a rm  h o m e s  

w a s  a r b i t r a r i ly  s e t  a t  a  f ix ed  p e rc e n ta g e  o f th e  e s t im a te d  

v a lu e  o f  t h e  d w e llin g , a s  e n te r e d  o n  th e  in c o m e  s c h e d u le  

fo r  t h e  fa m ily . F o r  fa m il ie s  l iv in g  o n  o w n e d  fa rm s , a  

f ig u re  o f  9 p e r c e n t  w a s  u s e d , a n d  fo r  th o s e  l iv in g  o n  

r e n te d  fa rm s , 10 p e r c e n t ;  in  t h e  S o u th e a s t  R e g io n  a n d  

in  C a li fo rn ia , th e s e  f ig u re s  w e re  in c re a s e d  b y  1 p e r c e n t .7

6 In h e rita n c es  a n d  g i fts  n o t u s e d  for cu rr en t c o n su m p tio n  are c on s id e r ed , a s  in  th e  

S tu d y  o f C o n su m er  P u r c h a se s , a s  ch a n g e s in  fa m ily  a sse ts .

7 F o r  it e m s  in c lu d e d  in  in c o m e  for u r b a n , v il la g e  a n d  farm  fa m ilie s  a n d  for d is c u s ­

s io n  o f th e  w a y  v a r io u s  in c o m e  i t e m s  w e r e  c a lc u la te d  a n d  th e ir  a c cu r a c y  c h e c k e d , s e e

B u r e a u  o f H o m e  E c o n o m ic s  rep or t for P a c if ic  C oa st sm a ll  c it ie s  a n d  v illa ge s .
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T h e  b a s ic  c la ss  in te r v a l  u s e d  in  th e  a n a ly s is  o f in c o m e  

in  t h e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  w a s  $25 0 , w ith  

m u l t ip le s  o f th i s  in te r v a l  a t  th e  h ig h e r  in c o m e  le v e ls , 

a n d  w i th  a  h ig h e s t  in te r v a l  o f  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r .  I n  th e  

p r e s e n t  s tu d y ,  in c o m e s  b e lo w  $ 2 ,5 0 0  w e re  g ro u p e d  in  

t e n  $250  c lasses . B e tw e e n  $ 2 ,500  a n d  $ 5 ,000  th e r e  a re  

five  $ 500  c la ss e s ;  b e tw e e n  $ 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  $ 1 0 ,00 0 , tw o  

$ 2 ,500  c la sses . A b o v e  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 , tw e lv e  in c o m e  c la sse s, 

r a n g in g  i n  w id th  f r o m  $ 5 ,0 0 0  to  $ 50 0 ,00 0 , w e re  s e t  u p  

fo r  t h e  e s t im a te d  n a t io n a l  a n d  re g io n a l  in c o m e  d is t r i ­

b u t io n s ,  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  d a t a  f ro m  F e d e ra l  in c o m e  ta x  

r e tu r n s .  T h e  in c o m e  c la sse s  a b o v e  $ 10 ,0 0 0  w e re  c o m ­

b in e d  in  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  o th e r  c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p s  

o f  c o n s u m e rs  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  im p r a c t ic a b i l i ty  o f  c arry ing - 

o u t  th e  in c o m e  t a x  a d ju s tm e n t s  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  b e y o n d  

th i s  p o in t .8

T h e  Y e a r  C o v e re d

T h e  in c o m e  e s t im a te s  p re s e n te d  in  th is  s tu d y  r e la te  

to  th e  1 2 -m o n th  p e r io d  e n d in g  J u n e  30, 1936. T h is  

y e a r  w a s  c h o se n  b e c a u se  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  sc h e d u le s  

c o lle c te d  in  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  c o v e re d  

a p p ro x im a te ly  t h a t  sa m e  1 2 -m o n th  p e r io d . S om e  

s c h e d u le s  c o n ta in e d  in f o r m a tio n  fo r  th e  c a le n d a r  y e a r  

1935, w h ile  o th e rs , c o v e rin g  t h e  y e a r  im m e d ia te ly  p re ­

c e d in g  th e  d a te  o f in te rv ie w , c o n ta in e d  in fo rm a tio n  

fo r  a  1 2 -m o n th  p e r io d  e n d in g  s o m e w h a t  b e fo re  o r  a f te r  

J u n e  30 , 1936. I n  n o  c a se  d id  t h e  sc h e d u le  y e a r  e n d  

p r io r  to  D e c e m b e r  1935 o r  l a t e r  t h a n  D e c e m b e r  1936.

D e f in i t io n  o f  R e l ie f  a n d  N o n r e l i e f  G ro u p s

F a m il ie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a re  c la ss if ie d  in  th is  

s t u d y  a s  re c e iv in g  re l ie f  i f  t h e y  re c e iv e d  a n y  d i r e c t  o r  

w o rk  r e l ie f  f ro m  a n y  so u rc e  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  

c o v e re d  b y  th e  e s t im a te s .

D ir e c t  re l ie f  w a s  d e f in e d  to  in c lu d e  b o th  re lie f  in  c a sh  

a n d  in  k in d , f ro m  b o th  p u b l ic  a n d  p r iv a te  a g e n c ie s . 

M o th e r s ’ p e n s io n s  a n d  a l l  p e n s io n s  o f  a  n o n c o n t r ib u to r y  

ty p e  p a id  u p o n  p ro o f  o f  “ n e e d ,”  s u c h  a s  c e r ta in  o ld -a g e  

p e n s io n s ,  w e re  c o n s id e re d  d i r e c t  re lie f , b u t  w a r  p e n s io n s  

a n d  p e n s io n s  f ro m  fu n d s  to  w h ic h  th e  in d iv id u a l  h a d  

c o n t r ib u te d  w e re  n o t  c o n s id e re d  re lie f. R e lie f  v o u c h e rs  

fo r  fo o d , c lo th in g , a n d  o th e r  c o m m o d itie s  w e re  c o n ­

s id e re d  d i r e c t  re l ie f  in  k in d , a s  w e re  s u rp lu s  c o m m o d itie s  

d i s t r ib u te d  b y  th e  F e d e ra l  G o v e rn m e n t .  C h a r i ta b le  

c o n tr ib u t io n s ,  in  c a s h  o r  k in d , m a d e  b y  in d iv id u a ls  

r a t h e r  t h a n  b y  a g e n c ie s  w e re  a lso  c o n s id e re d  re lie f , b u t  

g if ts  f ro m  r e la t iv e s  a n d  f r ie n d s  w e re  n o t  so  c o n s id e re d .

W o rk  re lie f  w a s  d e f in e d  to  in c lu d e  e a rn in g s  f ro m  F e d ­

e ra l  E m e rg e n c y  R e lie f  A d m in is tr a t io n ,  P u b l ic  W o rk s  

A d m in is tr a t io n ,  a n d  W o rk s  P ro g re s s  A d m in is tr a t io n  

jo b s  i f  th e  e m p lo y e e  h a d  b e e n  a ss ig n e d  f ro m  th e  re lie f  

ro lls  a n d /o r  h a d  h a d  to  p a s s  a  m e a n s  t e s t  b e fo re  r e ­

c e iv in g  th e  jo b . E a rn in g s  o f s u p e rv is o ry  e m p lo y e e s

8 F or  d isc u ss ion  o f m e th o d s  u se d  in  m a k in g  th e se  a d ju stm e n ts , see  sec . 7.

n o t  h ir e d  o n  a  b a s is  o f n e e d  w e re  n o t  c o n s id e re d  re lie f. 

A  fa m ily  w h o  h a d  h a d  a  s o n  in  a  C iv i l ia n  C o n s e rv a tio n  

C o rp s  c a m p  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  th e  sc h e d u le  y e a r  w a s  

c o n s id e re d  to  h a v e  re c e iv e d  w o rk  re lie f.

O b v io u s ly , u n d e r  s u c h  a  d e f in itio n , m a n y  fa m ilie s  

w e re  d e s ig n a te d  a s  re lie f  fa m ilie s  a l th o u g h  th e y  h a d  

b e e n  la rg e ly  s e lf - s u p p o r t in g  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r ,  a n d  h a d  

re c e iv e d  o n ly  a  sm a ll p o r t io n  o f th e i r  a n n u a l  in c o m e  

fro m  re l ie f  so u rc e s . S o m e  fa m il ie s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  o n  

re lie f  fo r  o n ly  a  fe w  d a y s  a n d  h a v e  re c e iv e d  r e la t iv e ly  

h ig h  in c o m e s  f ro m  e m p lo y m e n t  d u r in g  th e  b a la n c e  o f 

th e  s c h e d u le  y e a r .  O th e r  fa m il ie s  c la ss if ied  a s  re l ie f  

fa m il ie s  m a y  h a v e  re c e iv e d  o n ly  o n e  a l lo tm e n t  o f  s u r ­

p lu s  c o m m o d itie s  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r .  T h is  in c lu s iv e n e ss  

o f th e  re l ie f  c la ss if ic a tio n  m u s t  b e  k e p t  in  m in d  in  i n t e r ­

p r e t in g  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  b o th  re lie f  a n d  

n o n re lie f  fa m ilie s , a n d  in  a p p ra is in g  th e  r e la t iv e  s t a tu s  

o f th e  tw o  g ro u p s .

G e o g r a p h ic  R e g io n s

T h e  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s  d e f in e d  in  th is  s t u d y  c o r re ­

sp o n d  w i th  th o s e  u se d  b y  th e  B u r e a u  o f  H o m e  E c o ­

n o m ic s  in  t h e  S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .9 T h e y  

d iffe r  s o m e w h a t  f ro m  th e  u s u a l  c e n s u s  g ro u p in g s .10 * 

T h e  f iv e  re g io n s ,  a n d  th e  S ta te s  in c lu d e d  in  e a c h  re g io n , 

a re  a s  fo llow s :

N e w  E n g la n d :

M a in e .

N e w  H a m p s h ire .

V e rm o n t.

M a s s a c h u s e tts .

R h o d e  I s la n d . 

C o n n e c t ic u t .

S o u th  :

D is t r i c t  o f C o lu m b ia . 

D e la w a re .

M a ry la n d .

V irg in ia .

W e s t  V irg in ia .

N o r th  C a ro lin a .

S o u th  C a ro lin a . 

G e o rg ia .

F lo r id a .

K e n tu c k y .

T e n n e sse e .

A la b a m a .

M is s iss ip p i.

A rk a n sa s .

L o u is ia n a .

S o u th — C o n t in u e d . 

O k la h o m a . 

T e x a s .

N o r th  C e n tr a l :

N e w  Y o rk .

N e w  J e rs e y .

P e n n s y lv a n ia .

O h io .

I n d ia n a .

I llin o is .

M ic h ig a n .

W isc o n sin .

M in n e s o ta .

Io w a .

M is so u ri .

M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s :  

N o r th  D a k o ta .  

S o u th  D a k o ta .  

N e b ra s k a .  

K a n s a s . 

M o n ta n a .

Id a h o .

W y o m in g .

9 F or  d e sc r ip tio n  of th e  r eg ion s c ove re d  b y  th e  S tu d y  of C o n su m e r  P u rc h ase s, see

p .  46.

T h e  N e w  E n g la n d  a n d  th e  P ac if ic  R e g io n s  c orr espo nd  to  th e  c en su s g r ou p in g . 

T h e  S o u th e r n  R e g io n  c o m p r ise s th r e e  of th e  c e n su s  areas , i.  e .,  S o u th  A tla n ti c , E a st  

S o u th  C e n tr a l a n d  W e s t S o u th  C e n tr a l. T h e  N o r th  C e n tr a l R e g io n  in c lu d e s  th e  

c e n su s  M id d le  A t la n ti c  a n d  E a s t N o r th  C e n tra l a rea s a n d  four S ta te s  from  th e  Wesx. 

N o r th  C e n tr a l ar ea . T h e  M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s  R e g io n  in c lu d e s  th e  c e n su s  M ourn  

ta in  area  a n d  th e  r e m a in in g  S ta te s  in  th e  W e s t N o r th  C e n tra l area .
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M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s — C o n

C o lo ra d o .

N e w  M e x ic o .

A riz o n a .

U ta h .

N e v a d a .

T y p e s  o f  C o m m u n ity

T h e  c la ss if ic a tio n  b y  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n i ty  fo llow s 

c lo se ly  t h a t  s e t  u p  fo r  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s . 

I n  t h a t  s tu d y ,  s a m p le  c o m m u n it ie s  w e re  se le c te d  to  

r e p re s e n t  fiv e  d i s t in c t  d e g re e s  o f u rb a n iz a t io n — th e  

m e tro p o lis ,  t h e  la rg e  c i ty ,  th e  m id d le -s iz e d  c i ty ,  th e  

sm a ll  c i ty  a n d  th e  v il la g e — a n d  f a r m  a re a s . T h e  ra n g e  

o f p o p u la t io n  fo r  e a c h  d e g re e  o f  u rb a n iz a t io n  w a s  

r e s t r ic te d  w ith in  f a ir ly  n a r ro w  l im its  to  m a k e  i t  p o s ­

s ib le  to  is o la te  th e  e ffe c t o f th is  f a c to r  o n  c o n s u m p tio n . 

I n  e x te n d in g  th e  d a t a  to  a  n a t io n a l  b a s is ,  i t  w a s  n e c e s ­

s a ry  to  w id e n  th e  s iz e  ra n g e s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f 

c o m m u n i ty  to  in c lu d e  a ll c o m m u n itie s  in  t h e  U n i te d  

S ta te s .  T h e  p o p u la t io n  ra n g e s  u s e d  in  th is  s tu d y  to  

c la s s ify  a ll n o n fa rm  c o m m u n it ie s  a re  sh o w n  b e lo w  in  

c o m p a r is o n  w ith  th e  a p p ro x im a te  p o p u la t io n  ra n g e s  

o f th e  s a m p le  n o n fa rm  c o m m u n it ie s  c o v e re d  in  th e  

S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .

T y p e  o f c o m m u n it y A ll  n on far m  c o m m u n itie s S a m p le  n on far m  
c o m m u n itie s

3 ,37 6 ,0 00 -6 ,9 30 ,00 0  
253 ,000 - 302,000  

3 1 ,0 00 - 72 ,000  
9 ,00 0- 19 ,000  
2 500- 5 ,000

L a rg e c i t i e s --------- ------- . .  _ ------
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s ___________ _

100.000- 1,500,000_____
25.000- 100,000__________
2 ,50 0-25 ,0 00 ...

R u r a l n o n fa r m  c o m m u n it ie s .. ....... U p  to  2 ,'500i____ ____ ___

1 I n c lu d e s  a ll  ru ra l n o n far m  areas . A ll  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  c o m m u n it ie s  w ith  p o p u ­
la tio n  u n d e r  2,500 a n d  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  t h e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t o n  far m s w e re  
a p p lie d  as  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  a g a in st  th e  sa m p le  d a ta  c o lle cte d  from  v illa g e  fam ilie s .

2 I n c lu d e s  fa m ilie s l iv in g  in  c o m m u n itie s  w i th in  th e  p o p u la tio n  ran ge s s h o w n  b u t  
n o t fa m ilie s l iv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y . S e e  fo o tn o te  to  ta b le , p . 46.

T h e  f a rm  c o m m u n itie s  in  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  

P u rc h a s e s  w e re  s e le c te d  to  r e p r e s e n t  th e  m a jo r  ty p e s  o f 

fa rm in g  th r o u g h o u t  th e  c o u n tr y  a n d  th e  in c o m e  d a t a  

fro m  fa rm  fa m il ie s  w e re  c la ss if ied  a c c o rd in g  to  th e se  

ty p e s .  T h is  c la ss if ic a tio n  h a s  n o t  b e e n  m a in ta in e d  in  

e x te n d in g  th e  d a t a  to  th e  e n t i r e  f a rm  p o p u la t io n ,  

a l th o u g h  c o n s id e ra t io n  w a s  g iv e n  to  th is  f a c to r  in  

d e te rm in in g  th e  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  to  b e  a p p l ie d  a g a in s t  

th e  v a r io u s  s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  f a rm  fa m ilie s .11

C o lo r  a n d  N a t i v i t y  G ro u p s

F a m il ie s  in te rv ie w e d  in  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u r ­

c h a se s  w e re  c la ss if ied  i n to  fo u r  c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  g ro u p s —  

n a t iv e -w h ite ,  fo re ig n -b o m  w h ite ,  N e g ro , a n d  “ o th e r

11 S ee p . 72 . D a t a  o n  S ou th e rn  farm  fa m ilie s w e re  a lso  c lass if ie d  ac co rd in g  to  te n u re  

s ta tu s — i. e .,  shar ec rop p e rs  a n d  op e ra tor s. A  farm  op e ra tor  w a s  d e fin e d  as  o n e  w h o  

o w n s  or r e n ts  a  farm  as  e n tre pre ne ur —i. e .,  is  en g ag e d  in  th e  b u s in e ss  o f  far m ing  o n  h is  

o w n  a c co u n t, a ssu m in g  th e  r isk s  a n d  r e c e iv in g  th e  p ro fits o f  th e  farm  e n te rp rise. A  

shar ec rop p e r w a s  d e fin e d  as  o n e  w h o  su p p lie d  h is  la b or  a n d  so m e  p ar t o f  th e  e xp en ses  

for th e  o pe r a tio n  o f th e  farm  a n d  r e ce iv e d  in  r e tu r n  a  sp e cif ie d  p r op o r tio n  o f th e  crop . 

H e  d id  n o t s u p p ly  w o r k  a n im a ls  a n d  d id  n o t  m a k e  m a jor  d e c is io n s  a s  to  farm  op er ­

a t in g  p o lic ie s . F a rm  lab orers , e m p lo y e d  o n  b as is o f  a  g iv e n  w a g e  for a  d e fin ite  p e riod , 

w it h  p a y m e n t b e in g  in  cash or in  k in d , w e r e  c lass if ie d  in  th e  w ag e-ear n ing  group .

c o lo r o r  r a c e s .”  T h is  sa m e  c la ss if ic a tio n  w a s  fo llo w e d  

in  b u i ld in g  u p  th e  e s t im a te s  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y .  A  

w h ite  fa m ily  w a s  c la ss ified  a s  fo re ig n -b o rn  if  e i th e r  

h u s b a n d  o r  w ife— o r  th e  m a le  o r  fe m a le  h e a d  o f th e  

fa m ily — w a s  b o r n  o u ts id e  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s .  M u la t -  

to e s  a n d  o th e r s  o f  N e g ro -m ix e d  b lo o d  w e re  c la ss if ied  a s 

N e g ro . F a m il ie s  o f  o th e r  c o lo r  o r  ra c e  in c lu d e d  

M e x ic a n , I n d ia n ,  C h in e se , J a p a n e s e ,  F il ip in o , H in d u ,  

a n d  K o re a n , a n d  m ix tu re s  o f th e s e  ra c e s  w ith  o th e rs .

N o r m a l  a n d  B ro k e n  F a m ilie s

A  n o r m a l  fa m ily  w a s  d e f in e d  in  th i s  s tu d y ,  a s  in  th e  

S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s ,  a s  a  fa m ily  c o n ta in in g  

b o th  a  h u s b a n d  a n d  a  w ife , w i th  o r  w i th o u t  o th e r  

p e r s o n s  in  th e  fa m ily . A n y  fa m ily  n o t  c o n ta in in g  b o th  

a  h u s b a n d  a n d  a  w ife  w a s  c o n s id e re d  a  b ro k e n  fa m ily .

S iz e  o f  F a m ily  C la s s if ic a t io n

F a m il ie s  h a v e  b e e n  c la ss ified  in  th is  s tu d y  in to  fo u r  

size  g ro u p s — fa m ilie s  o f tw o  p e rs o n s , fa m il ie s  o f th r e e  

a n d  fo u r  p e r so n s , fa m il ie s  o f  f iv e  a n d  s ix  p e rso n s , a n d  

fa m ilie s  o f se v e n  a n d  m o re  p e r so n s . A lth o u g h  th e  

g ro u p in g  is  b a s e d  u p o n  th e  fa m ily - ty p e  c la s s if ic a tio n  

u se d  in  t h e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s ,  i t  ig n o re s  th e  

d if fe re n c e s  in  se x  a n d  a g e  c o m p o s itio n  o f fa m il ie s  

c o n ta in in g  th e  s a m e  n u m b e r  o f p e rso n s .

T h e  n o r m a l  (h u sb a n d -w ife )  fa m il ie s  s u p p ly in g  in ­

c o m e  d a t a  in  th e  r e g u la r  s a m p le  o f  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n ­

s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  w e re  c la ss ified  in to  fa m ily  ty p e s ,  

a s  fo llo w s:
N u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s

F a m ily  c o m p o sit io n : i n  f a m i l y

H u s b a n d  a n d  w ife  o n ly ____________________________  2

H u s b a n d , w ife  a n d  1 c h ild  u n d e r  1 6 _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _  3

H u s b a n d , w ife  a n d  2  c h ild r e n  u n d e r  1 6 _____________  4

H u s b a n d , w ife , 1 p e r s o n  16  a n d  o v e r , w i t h  o r  w ith o u t

1 o th e r  p e r s o n , r e g a r d le s s  o f  a g e __________________  3 - 4

H u s b a n d , w ife , o n e  c h ild  u n d e r  1 6 , o n e  p e r so n  16  o r  o v e r

a n d  1 o r  2  o th e r s , r e g a r d le s s  o f  a g e _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ 5 - 6

H u s b a n d , w ife , 3  o r 4  c h ild r e n  u n d e r  1 6 _____________  5 - 6

H u s b a n d , w ife , 1 c h ild  u n d e r  16 , a n d  4  o r 5  o th e r s ,

r e g a r d le ss  o f  a g e _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _  7 - 8

H u s b a n d , w ife  a n d  a n y  c o m b in a t io n  n o t  in c lu d e d  in  

p r e c e d in g  t y p e s _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ 7 or m o r e

T h e s e  fa m ily  ty p e s  w e re  c o m b in e d  in to  t h e  f o u r  size  

g ro u p s  u se d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y .  B ro k e n  fa m il ie s ,  

a n d  n o r m a l  fa m il ie s  o f  c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  g ro u p s  n o t  in ­

c lu d e d  in  t h e  r e g u la r  in c o m e  s a m p le , w e re  c la ss if ie d  

d ir e c t ly  in to  th e  fo u r  size  g ro u p s  f ro m  in f o r m a tio n  

s u p p lie d  o n  th e  fa m ily  s c h e d u le s  fo r  th e s e  g ro u p s .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e rs o n s  in  th e  e c o n o m ic  fa m ily  w a s  

d e te rm in e d  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  y e a r - e q u iv a le n t  m e m b e rs —  

t h a t  is , a c c o u n t  w a s  t a k e n  o f  th e  n u m b e r  o f  w e e k s  e a c h  

p e r s o n  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  e c o n o m ic  fa m ily  in  c a lc u ­

l a t in g  th e  a v e ra g e  size  o f  th e  fa m ily  o v e r  th e  1 2 -m o n th  

p e r io d  o f th e  s c h e d u le  y e a r .12 *

12 F or  e x p la n a tio n  o f t h e  m e th o d  o f c a lc u la tin g  y e a r -e q u iv a le n t m e m b e rs , se e  th e  

fo r th c o m in g  re p o r t b y  th e  B u r e a u  o f H o m e  E c o n o m ic s  for P ac if ic  C o a st sm a ll c it ies

a n d  v illage s.

P a c if ic  :

W a s h in g to n .

O reg o n .

C a lifo rn ia .



4 4 N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

O c c u p a t io n a l  C la s s if ic a t io n

F a m il ie s  h a v e  b e e n  c la ss if ie d  in to  b ro a d  o c c u p a t io n a l  

g ro u p s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  m a jo r  so u rc e  o f fa m ily  e a rn in g s , 

i. e ., i f  m e m b e rs  o f th e  fa m ily  re c e iv e d  e a rn in g s  fro m  

tw o  o r  m o re  o c c u p a t io n s ,  t h e  fa m ily  w a s  c la ss ified  

a c c o rd in g  to  th e  g ro u p  f ro m  w h ic h  th e  g r e a te r  p ro p o r ­

t io n  o f  t o t a l  fa m ily  e a rn in g s  w a s  d e r iv e d .

T h e  o c c u p a t io n a l  c la ss if ic a tio n  fo llo w e d  in  th i s  s tu d y ,  

a s  in  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s ,  w a s , in  g e n e ra l,  

t h e  c la ss if ic a tio n  s e t  u p  b y  t h e  F e d e ra l  E m e rg e n c y  R e ­

l ie f  A d m in is t r a t io n  a n d  a d o p te d  b y  t h e  W o rk s  P ro g re s s  

A d m in is t r a t io n .13 E ig h t  b ro a d  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  

d e r iv e d  f ro m  th is  c la s s if ic a tio n  w e re  u se d  in  t h e  in c o m e  

a n a ly s is  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y :  (1 ) W a g e -e a rn e r , (2) 

c le ric a l, (3 ) in d e p e n d e n t  b u s in e s s , (4 ) s a la r ie d  b u s in e s s , 

(5) in d e p e n d e n t  p ro fe ss io n a l,  (6 ) s a la r ie d  p ro fe ss io n a l, 

(7) f a rm in g , a n d  (8 ) a ll  o th e r s ,  in c lu d in g  f a r m  o p e ra to r s  

in  v il la g e s  o r  c it ie s ,  p e r s o n s  w i th  n o  e a rn in g s  f r o m  o c c u ­

p a t io n s ,  a n d  p e r s o n s  o f  u n k n o w n  o c c u p a t io n . F a m il ie s  

t h a t  h a d  re c e iv e d  re l ie f  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  t h e  s c h e d u le  

y e a r  w e re  e x c lu d e d  f ro m  th e  o c c u p a t io n a l  c la s s if ic a tio n .

13 T h e  o c c u p a tio n a l c lass if ic a tio n  a n d  c od e , c o n ta in e d  in  C irc ular  N o . 2 o f  th e  

W o r k s  P r og re ss A d m in is tr a tio n ,  J u ly  1935, a n d  C irc ular  2 A , I n d e x  o f O cc u p a tio n s , 

w a s  o r ig in a lly  p rep a re d  b y  th e  r esearc h  se c tio n  o f th e  D iv is io n  o f R e sea r ch , S ta tis t ic s  

a n d  F in a n c e  o f  th e  F e d e ra l E m e r g e n c y  R e li e f  A d m in is tr a tio n ,  w i t h  th e  a ss is ta n c e  of 

t h e  D iv is io n  o f S ta n d a r d s  a n d  R e se a r c h  o f th e  U .  S . E m p lo y m e n t  S e rv ice , th e  

N a t io n a l  R e c o v e r y  A d m in is tr a tio n  C o n str u c tio n  C o d e  A u th o r ity ,  a n d  th e  O ccu ­

p a tio n a l In fo r m a tio n  D iv is io n  o f  th e  N e w  Y o r k  S t a te  E m p lo y m e n t S e rv ice . T h e  

c o d in g  sc h e m e  w a s  a d a p te d  fr om  th a t  u se d  b y  th e  U . S. B u r e a u  o f th e  C e n su s  in  1930.

W a g e -e a rn e rs  in c lu d e d  a ll sk ille d , se m isk ille d , o r  u n ­

sk ille d  m a n u a l  w o rk e rs  in  m a n u f a c tu r in g ,  se rv ic e  in ­

d u s t r ie s  o r  m in in g . C le r ic a l  w o rk e rs  in c lu d e d  office 

a n d  sa le s  p e r s o n n e l  e n g a g e d  in  m o re  o r  le ss  ro u t in e  

w o rk , a s  d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  s a la r ie d  b u s in e s s  w o rk e rs  

w ho  w e re  p e r s o n s  in  p o s i t io n s  o f  re s p o n s ib il i ty  in  

a d m in is t r a t io n  o r  p o l ic y  m a k in g . P ro fe s s io n a l  w o rk e rs  

in c lu d e d  th o s e  w h o s e  o c c u p a t io n s  fe ll in to  o n e  o f  th e  

re c o g n iz e d  p ro fe ss io n a l  c a te g o rie s ,  s u c h  a s  d o c to r s , 

la w y e rs ,  te a c h e r s ,  a n d  a r t i s t s  o f  a ll ty p e s .  T h e y  w e re  

c la ss e d  a s  in d e p e n d e n t  o r  s a la r ie d  d e p e n d in g  u p o n  

w h e th e r  th e y  w e re  se lf -e m p lo y e d  o r  w e re  e m p lo y e d  b y  

o th e r s  o n  a  s a la r y  b a s is . T h e  in d e p e n d e n t  b u s in e s s  

c la ss if ic a tio n  w a s  u s e d  to  d e s ig n a te  p e r s o n s  w h o  w e re  

ta k in g  a n  e n t r e p re n e u r ia l  r i s k  w i th  th e i r  o w n  o r b o r ­

ro w e d  c a p i ta l ,  w h o  o w n e d  th e i r  e q u ip m e n t  o r  p la c e  o f 

b u s in e s s , a n d  w h o  m a y  o r m a y  n o t  h a v e  e m p lo y e d  

o th e r s  to  w o rk  fo r  th e m . F a m il ie s  c la ss if ied  in  th e  

in d e p e n d e n t  b u s in e s s  g ro u p  in  t h e  lo w  in c o m e  le v e ls  

in c lu d e d  s m a ll  s h o p k e e p e rs , d re s s m a k e rs , ta x id r iv e r s  

a n d  c o b b le rs , w h ile  t h e  u p p e r  in c o m e  le v e ls  in c lu d e d  

o w n e rs  a n d  p a r tn e r s  in  la rg e -s c a le  e n te rp r is e s . F a m ily  

in c o m e  f ro m  ro o m e rs , b o a rd e rs ,  a n d  to u r i s t s  w a s  a lso  

c la ssif ie d  a s  d e r iv e d  f ro m  in d e p e n d e n t  b u s in e s s .14

14 T h e  a b o v e  d e sc r ip tio n  o f th e  o c c u p a tio n a l g r ou p s  i s  b a se d  o n  th e  d e sc r ip tio n  

a p p e ar in g  in  th e  fo r th c o m in g  r e p o r t o f  th e  B u r e a u  o f H o m e  E c o n o m ic s  for th e  P a cif ic  

C oa st s m a ll  c it ie s  a n d  v illa g e s . F o r  d e ta ile d  d e sc r ip tio n  o f o c cu p a tio n a l gr ou p s  

a n d  o f th e  m e th o d  o f c la ss ify in g  fa m ilie s b y  o c c u p atio n , see  th a t s tu d y .



SECTI O N  2. THE STU DY OF CON SU M ER PU RCHA SES

T h e  m a jo r  so u rc e  o f d a t a  u s e d  in  p re p a r in g  th e  e s t i ­

m a te s  o f  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  p re s e n te d  in  th i s  r e p o r t  

w a s  t h e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .  T h e  r e s u l ts  o f 

th is  s tu d y ,  h o w e v e r,  w e re  s u p p le m e n te d  b y  d a t a  f ro m  

a  w id e  v a r ie ty  o f  o th e r  so u rc e s . T h e s e  so u rc e s  a re  m e n ­

t io n e d  in  th e  s e c tio n s  o f  th e  a p p e n d ix  w h ic h  fo llow , in  

c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f th e  p ro c e d u re s  u se d  

a t  e a c h  s ta g e  o f th e  w o rk .

S in c e  t h e  d a t a  f ro m  th e  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  S tu d y  

w e re  u ti l iz e d  so  e x te n s iv e ly  in  b u i ld in g  u p  th e  n a t io n a l  

e s t im a te s ,  i t  se e m s a d v is a b le  to  p r e s e n t  h e re  a  b rie f  

d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  sc o p e  a n d  n a tu r e  o f  th i s  s t u d y  a n d  of 

th e  m e th o d s  u se d  in  c o lle c t in g  a n d  t a b u la t in g  t h e  d a ta .  

M o re  d e ta i le d  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  th e  s tu d y  w ill a p p e a r  in  

r e p o r ts  n o w  in  p r e p a r a t io n  b y  t h e  tw o  F e d e ra l  b u r e a u s  

re s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f th e  p r o je c t .1 T h e s e  

r e p o r t s  s h o u ld  b e  c o n s u lte d  b y  re a d e r s  in te r e s te d  in  

f u r th e r  in f o r m a tio n  re g a rd in g  th e  m e th o d o lo g y  o f  th e  

s t u d y  o r  in  th e  f in d in g s  fo r  sp e cif ic  c o m m u n it ie s .1 2

P u rp o s e  o f  th e  S tu d y

T h e  s tu d y  w a s  u n d e r ta k e n  in  o rd e r  to  p ro v id e  m o re  

a d e q u a te  a n d  c o m p re h e n s iv e  d a t a  o n  th e  in c o m e s  a n d  

e x p e n d i tu re s  o f  A m e r ic a n  fa m ilie s . N o n e  o f  th e  e a rl ie r  

s tu d ie s  i n  th i s  f ie ld  h a d  b e e n  b r o a d  e n o u g h  to  s u p p ly  

in f o r m a t io n  o n  a  N a t io n -w id e  b a s is ,  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f 

a ll im p o r ta n t  g ro u p s  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n .  T h e  p ro je c t  

w a s  p la n n e d  to  m e e t  th e  n e e d  fo r  su c h  in f o r m a tio n . I t

1 A  ser ie s o f  p r e l im in a r y  m im e o g r a p h e d  r ele ase s h a s  b e e n  issu e d  b y  e a c h  b u r ea u , 

p r e se n tin g  a  fe w  se le c te d  ta b le s  s u m m a r iz in g  th e  r e su lt s  o f  th e  b a s ic  ta b u la t io n s .  

T h e  fir s t  p r in te d  r ep o r t t o  b e  issu e d  b y  th e  B u r e a u  o f H o m e  E c o n o m ic s  w i ll  c ov e r  

fa m ily  in c o m e s  a n d  e x p e n d itu r e s  in  th e  P ac ific  C oa st s m a ll  c it ie s  a n d  v illa g e s , an d  

t h e  f irs t  t o  b e  issu e d  b y  th e  B u r e a u  o f L a b or  S ta tis t ic s  w i l l  c ove r s im ila r  d a ta  for 

C h ic a g o , 111.

2 A n  in te r im  r ep o r t o f  p la n s  for th e  s tu d y , p r ep a re d  b y  th e  C o n su m p tio n  R e se ar ch  

s ta f f  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  R e sou rc e s C o m m it te e ,  w i t h  th e  c o op e ra tio n  o f th e  E c o n o m ic s  

D iv is io n  o f th e  B u r e a u  o f H o m e  E c o n o m ic s  a n d  th e  C o s t o f  L iv in g  D iv is io n  o f  th e  

B u r e a u  o f  L a b or  S ta ti s t i c s ,  w a s  iss u e d  in  m im e o g r a p h e d  for m  in  J a n u a r y  1936. F or  

o th e r  d isc u ss io n s  o f  th e  s tu d y , se e  th e  fo l lo w in g  a r tic les : P l a n s  F o r  a  S t u d y  o f  th e  

C o n s u m p t i o n  o f  G o o d s  a n d  S e r v i c e s  b y  A m e r i c a n  F a m i l i e s , b y  K n e e la n d , H ild e g a r d e , 

S c h o e n b er g , E r ik a  H . ,  a n d  F r ie d m a n , M il to n , th e  J o u r n a l o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  S ta tis t ic a l  

A s s o c ia tio n ,  M a r c h  1936, v o l.  31 , p p . 135-150; C o n s u m e r  P u r c h a s e s — S o m e  R e s u l t s  o f  

a  N a t i o n a l  S t u d y ,  b y  K a p la n ,  A . D .  H . ,  P r o c e e d in g s  o f  th e  B o s to n  C on fer en c e o n  

D is tr ib u t io n , S e p tem b e r  29, 1936; A n a l y z i n g  F a m i l i e s  b y  C o m p o s i t i o n  T y p e  W i t h  

R e s p e c t  t o  C o n s u m p t i o n ,  b y  M o n r o e , D a y ,  t h e  J o u r n a l o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  S ta tis t ic a l  

A ss o c ia tio n , M a r c h  1937, v o l.  32, p p . 35-39; a n d  M e t h o d s  a n d  P r o b l e m s  o f  S a m p l i n g  

P r e s e n t e d  b y  T h e  X J rb a n  S t u d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u r c h a s e s ,  b y  S c h o e n b er g , E r ik a  H . ,  an d  

P a r te n , M ild r e d , th e  J o u r n a l o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  S ta tis t ic a l A sso c ia tio n , J u n e  1937, 

v o l.  32 , p p . 311-322.

c o v e rs  a  la rg e  a n d  e x te n s iv e  s a m p le  o f  fa m il ie s  l i v i n g  

i n  c i t ie s  o f  v a r io u s  s iz es , in  v il la g e s  a n d  o n  f a rm s  in  

s e v e ra l  a re a s  o f  t h e  c o u n tr y .

T h e  m a jo r  p u rp o s e  o f  t h e  s tu d y  c e n te r s  in  t h e  a n a ly s is  

o f  t h e  w a y  in  w h ic h  A m e r ic a n  fa m ilie s  s p e n d  th e i r  in ­

c o m es , r a t h e r  t h a n  in  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  in c o m e  th e y  re c e iv e . 

T h is  p u rp o s e  th e re fo re  d e te rm in e d  th e  c h o ic e  o f  c o m ­

m u n it ie s  c o v e re d  b y  t h e  p ro je c t ,  t h e  c h a r a c te r  a n d  s iz e  

o f  t h e  s a m p le , a n d  th e  d e f in itio n s  a n d  c la ss if ic a tio n s  

u s e d  in  o b ta in in g  a n d  t a b u la t in g  t h e  d a ta .

M a n y  o f th e s e  d e f in itio n s  a n d  c la s s if ic a tio n s  h a v e  

b e e n  c a r r ie d  o v e r  f r o m  th e  s u r v e y  to  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  

o f  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n .  B r ie f  e x p la n a t io n s  in  r e g a r d  

to  th e  m o re  im p o r ta n t  o f  th e s e  p o in ts  h a v e  b e e n  p r e ­

s e n te d  in  th e  p re c e d in g  s e c tio n  o f  th i s  a p p e n d ix .

A d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  S tu d y

T h e  s tu d y  w a s  c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  B u r e a u  o f  H o m e  

E c o n o m ic s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A g ri ­

c u l tu r e  a n d  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  L a b o r  S ta t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  U n i te d  

S ta te s  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  L a b o r ,  w i th  t h e  c o o p e r a t io n  o f 

t h e  N a t io n a l  R e s o u rc e s  C o m m itte e ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  S ta ­

t i s t i c a l  B o a rd ,  a n d  th e  W o rk s  P ro g re s s  A d m in is tr a t io n .  

T h e  p la n s  fo r  th e  p r o je c t  w e re  f o rm u la te d  b y  t h e  C o n ­

s u m p t io n  R e s e a r c h  s ta f f  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  R e s o u rc e s  

C o m m itte e  a n d  th e  s ta f f s  o f  t h e  tw o  b u r e a u s ,  w i th  th e  

a d v ic e  o f  t h e  tw o  o th e r  c o o p e r a t in g  a g e n c ie s .

T h e  fu n d s  fo r  t h e  s tu d y  w e re  s u p p l ie d  b y  t h e  W o rk s  

P ro g re s s  A d m in is tr a t io n ,  a n d  th e  d a t a  w e re  c o lle c te d  

a n d  t a b u la t e d  w i th  th e  a id  o f  w o rk e rs  se le c te d  f ro m  

W o rk s  P ro g re s s  A d m in is tr a t io n  ro lls . T h e  f ie ld  w o rk  

w a s  s t a r t e d  in  t h e  e a r ly  s p r in g  o f  1936 a n d  t e r m in a te d  

a t  t h e  c lo se  o f  t h a t  y e a r .

T h e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  d ir e c t io n  o f  t h e  s tu d y  w a s  d i ­

v id e d  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  b u re a u s ,  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  H o m e  

E c o n o m ic s  c o n d u c t in g  t h e  s u rv e y  in  r u r a l  f a r m  a n d  

n o n fa rm  a re a s  a n d  in  t h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  s m a ll  c it ie s  

c o v e re d , a n d  th e  B u r e a u  o f  L a b o r  S ta t i s t i c s  a s s u m in g  

re s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  t h e  o th e r  s m a ll  c it ie s  a n d  fo r  a ll  o f  th e  

la r g e r  u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s . T h e  p r o je c t  w a s  c a r r ie d  

o u t  b y  t h e  b u r e a u s  u n d e r  t h e  g u id a n c e  o f  a  S te e r in g  

C o m m itte e  c o m p o se d  o f r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  t h e  f iv e

4 5



c o o p e ra t in g  a g e n c ie s  a n d  w i th  th e  a id  . o f a  T e c h n ic a l  

S u b c o m m itte e  s im ila r ly  c o m p o se d .2a

C o m m u n it ie s  C o v e re d  b y  th e  S a m p le

T h e  c o m m u n it ie s  c o v e re d  b y  th e  s tu d y  in c lu d e  51 

c it ie s ,  140 v illa g e s , a n d  66 f a rm  c o u n tie s . I n  a ll, 30 

S ta te s  a r e  r e p re s e n te d  in  th e  s a m p le . T h e  lo c a tio n  o f 

t h e  c o m m u n it ie s  is  sh o w n  o n  th e  m a p  p re s e n te d  a s 

c h a r t  10.

T h e s e  c o m m u n itie s  w e re  s e le c te d  so  a s  to  p ro v id e  a  

b a s is  fo r  c o m p a r is o n s  b e tw e e n  d if fe re n t  re g io n s  o f  th e  

c o u n tr y ,  b e tw e e n  d if fe re n t  d e g re e s  o f  u r b a n iz a t io n ,  a n d  

b e tw e e n  d if fe re n t  ty p e s  o f  fa rm in g . S in c e  t h e  n u m b e r  

o f  c o m m u n it ie s  w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  in c lu d e d  w a s  n o t  su ffi ­

c ie n t  to  c o v e r a d e q u a te ly  a l l  o f  t h e  m a jo r  g e o g ra p h ic  

a r e a s  o r  a l l  s iz es  o f  c o m m u n ity ,  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  

c o n c e n t r a te  th e  s a m p le  in  a  fe w  fa ir ly  h o m o g e n e o u s  

a re a s  a n d  in  c o m m u n it ie s  o f  c e r ta in  s iz e  ra n g e s .  I t  

w a s  a ls o  n e c e s s a ry  to  r e s t r i c t  t h e  f a rm  s a m p le  to  se c ­

t io n s  re p re s e n t in g  t h e  m o re  i m p o r ta n t  ty p e s  o f  fa rm in g . 

T h is  p ro c e d u re  w a s  a d o p te d  to  f a c i l i t a te  c le a r - c u t  

c o m p a r is o n s  i n  a n a ly z in g  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  th e  v a r io u s  fa c ­

to r s  in flu e n c in g  th e  c o n s u m p tio n  h a b i t s  o f th e  p o p u la ­

tio n .

I n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  th is  p o lic y , th e  u r b a n  s a m p le  

w as  lo c a te d  w ith in  s ix  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s ,  f a i r ly  c lo se ly  

d e fin e d — N e w  E n g la n d ,  E a s t  C e n tr a l ,  W e s t  C e n tr a l ,  

S o u th e a s t ,  R o c k y  M o u n ta in ,  a n d  P a c if ic  N o r th w e s t .  

W i th in  e a c h  re g io n , th e  s a m p le  in c lu d e d  o n e  la rg e  

c i ty ,  tw o  o r  th r e e  m id d le -s iz e d  c itie s ,  a n d  f ro m  fo u r  

to  n in e  s m a ll  c itie s . I n  a d d i t io n ,  tw o  v e r y  la rg e  c itie s—  

N e w  Y o rk  a n d  C h ic a g o — w e re  in c lu d e d  to  p ro v id e  a  

p ic tu r e  o f  m e t r o p o l i ta n  liv in g .

T h e  r u r a l  s a m p le  w a s  s e le c te d  to  in c lu d e  tw o  o r m o re  

g ro u p s  o f  v illa g e s  a n d  tw o  o r  m o re  g ro u p s  o f  f a rm  

c o u n tie s  w i th in  e a c h  o f  th e s e  s ix  re g io n s ,  w i th  a d d i ­

t io n a l  r u r a l  s e c tio n s  lo c a te d  o u ts id e  o f  th e s e  a re a s . 

I n  c a r ry in g  o u t  t h e  s tu d y  i t  w a s  fo u n d  n e c e s s a ry , fo r  

a d m in is t r a t iv e  re a s o n s , to  m a k e  so m e  c h a n g e s  in  th e  

o r ig in a l  l i s t  o f  c o m m u n itie s , w h ic h  le d  to  a  re g ro u p in g  

o f  t h e  f a r m  a n d  v il la g e  a r e a s  a n d  o f  th e  s m a ll  c it ie s  in  

t h e  W e s t  C e n t r a l  R e g io n , th o s e  in  th e  e a s te r n  h a l f  o f 

th i s  re g io n  b e in g  c o m b in e d  w i th  th e  E a s t  C e n tr a l  

R e g io n , a n d  th o s e  in  th e  w e s te rn  h a l f  w ith  t h e  M o u n ­

t a i n  S ta te s .

T h is  re v is e d  re g io n a l  g ro u p in g  h a s  b e e n  fo llo w e d  in  

u ti l iz in g  t h e  d a t a  in  th e  p re s e n t  s t u d y  o f  in c o m e  d is ­

t r ib u t io n .  A  l i s t  o f  th e  S ta te s  in c lu d e d  in  e a c h  re g io n  

w a s  p re s e n te d  i n  t h e  p re v io u s  s e c tio n .3

T h e  l i s t  o f  c i t ie s  c o v e re d  b y  t h e  s tu d y  a p p e a r s  in  

t a b le  1A  in  t h e  n e x t  s e c tio n  o f  th i s  a p p e n d ix . T o  th is  

l is t ,  h o w e v e r,  m u s t  b e  a d d e d  n in e  c it ie s  a n d  th r e e  r u r a l  

s e c tio n s  fo r  w h ic h  d a t a  w e re  c o lle c te d  in  th e  S tu d y  o f

2a F o r  m e m b e r sh ip  o f th e s e  c o m m itt e e s , se e  fo o tn o te  42, p . 43.
3 S e e  p p . 41-42.
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C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  b u t  n o t  u ti l iz e d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  

r e p o r t .  T h e  n a m e s  o f  th e s e  c i t ie s  a n d  th e  re a s o n s  fo r  

th e i r  o m iss io n  a r e  g iv e n  i n  f o o tn o te  6  o n  p a g e  56 .

T h e  s iz e  ra n g e s  o f  t h e  c i t ie s  a n d  v il la g e s  c o v e re d , a s  

sh o w n  b y  th e  1930 C e n s u s  o f  p o p u la t io n ,  a re  a s  fo llo w s:

N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

T y p e  o f c o m m u n ity N u m b e r P o p u la tio n  r an ge

2 3 ,37 6,438 -6 ,930 , 446 
252,981-301,8156

14 30,567-71, 864 
9,370-18 ,901  

544-5,183
29

140

1 E ffo r t w a s  m a d e  to  se le c t  v illa g e s  o f  1,000 to  2,500 p o p u la tio n . F or  a d m in is tr a ­
t iv e  r eason s , h o w e v e r , i t  w a s  n e ce ssa r y  to  c h o ose  a  n u m b e r  o f v i lla g e s  o f  le s s  th a n  
1,000, an d  a fe w  o f a p p r o x im a te ly  3,000, w ith  on e  (C a m d e n , S . C .) o f s lig h t ly  o v er  5,000.

T h e  p a r t i c u la r  v il la g e s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  sa m p le , 

g ro u p e d  b y  S ta te s  w ith in  th e  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s  

a d o p te d , w e re  th e  fo llo w in g :

N e w  E n g la n d  (1 4  v i l la g e s ) :

M a s s a c h u s e t t s :  A v o n , E a s t  B r id g e w a te r , H e b r o n  v il le ,

K in g s to n , N o r t h  E a s to n ,  N o r th  D ig h to n , N o r th  R a y n -  

h a m , S o u th  H a n s o n -B r y a n t s v i l le  

V e r m o n t: B r is to l ,  E s s e x  J u n c t io n , N o r th f ie ld , R ic h fo r d , 

S w a n to n , W a te r b u r y  

N o r th  C e n tr a l  (4 6  v i l la g e s ) :

I ll in o is :  A t la n ta , B e m e n t , C erro  G o r d o , F a r m e r  C ity ,  

M a r o a , M o n tic e l lo , M o u n t  P u la s k i ,  T u s c o la  

I o w a : B r o o k ly n , B u s s e y ,  D a lla s , E a r lh a m , E d d y  v il le ,  

M e lc h e r , M o n te z u m a , N e w  S h a r o n , P le a s a n tv i l le ,  S t a t e  

C e n te r , V ic to r

M ic h ig a n : B lis s f ie ld , C h e lse a , C o n c o r d , G r a ss  L a k e , H u d ­

so n , J o n e s v ille ,  P a r m a , T e c u m s e h  

O h io : B e llv i l le ,  C a r d in g to n , F r e d e r ic k to w n , M o u n t  G ile a d ,  

P e r r y s v il le ,  P ly m o u th

P e n n s y lv a n ia :  D e n v e r , M a r ie tta , N e w  F r e e d o m , N e w  

H o lla n d , Q u a r r y v ille ,  S p r in g  G r o v e ,  W r ig h ts v il le  

W isc o n s in : H o r ic o n , L a k e  M ills ,  M a y  v il le ,  M o u n t  H o r e b ,  

S u n  P r a ir ie , W a te r lo o  

S o u th  (3 4  v i l la g e s ) :

G e o r g ia : C o m e r , C o m m e r c e , G r e e n sb o r o , J e ffe r so n , M a d i ­

so n , S o c ia l  C ir c le , W a s h in g to n , W in d e r  

M is s is s ip p i:  D r e w , H o lla n d a le , In d ia n o la , I t t a  B e n a , L e -  

la n d , M o o r h e a d , M o u n d  B a y o u , R o s e d a le , R u le v ille ,  

S h a w , S h e lb y

N o r th  C a r o lin a : E lm  C ity ,  F r a n k lin to n , L o u isb u r g , N a s h ­

v il le ,  S p r in g  H o p e , W a k e  F o r e s t ,  W h ita k e r s , Z e b u lo n  

S o u th  C a r o lin a : B is h o p  v il le , C a m d e n , L a k e  C ity , L a m a r , 

M a n n in g , S u m m e r to n , T im m o n s v i l le  

M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s  (2 2  v i l la g e s ) :

C o lo r a d o : G le n w o o d  S p r in g s , M e e k e r ,  R e d  C liff , R ifle  

K a n s a s : B u c k lin , C im a r ro n , F o w le r , K in s le y , M e a d e ,  

S p e a r v ille  

M o n ta n a : F o r s y th

. N o r th  D a k o ta :  C a s se lto n , C o o p e r s to w n , F in le y , H a t t o n ,  

H illsb o r o , H o p e , L id g e r w o o d , M a y v il le ,  P o r t la n d  

S o u th  D a k o ta :  B e lle  F o u r c h e ,  S tu r g is  

P a c if ic  (2 4  v i l la g e s ) :

C a lifo r n ia : B e a u m o n t , B r e a , C eres , E ls in o r e , H e m e t ,  L a  

H a b r a , M a n te c a , N e w m a n , O a k d a le , P la c e n t ia , S a n  

J a c in to , T u s t in

O r eg on : M c M in n v il le ,  N e w b e r g , S h e r id a n , S i lv e r to n , W o o d -  

b u rn

W a s h in g to n : A r lin g to n , B la in e , B u r l in g to n , L y n d e n , M a r y s ­

v il le , M o n r o e , S n o h o m is h
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T h e  f a r m  c o u n tie s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  s a m p le , a lso  

g ro u p e d  a c c o rd in g  to  S ta te s  w ith in  t h e  g e o g ra p h ic  

re g io n s ,  a r e  l i s te d  b e lo w . T h e  d o m in a n t  t y p e  o f  f a r m ­

in g  p re v a i l in g  i n  e a c h  g ro u p  o f c o u n tie s  is  a lso  in d ic a te d .  

N e w  E n g la n d  (4  c o u n t ie s ) :

M a s s a c h u s e t t s :4 B r is to l , P ly m o u th  (d a ir y  a n d  p o u ltr y )  

V e r m o n t: C h it te n d e n , F r a n k lin  (d a ir y )

N o r t h  C e n tr a l  (1 8  c o u n t ie s ) :

I ll in o is :  D e  W it t ,  L o g a n , M a c o n , P ia t t  (c o r n  o r c a s h  g ra in )  

I o w a :  M a d is o n , M a h a s k a , M a r io n , M a r sh a ll, P o w e s h ie k  

(a n im a l s p e c ia lty )

M ic h ig a n : L e n a w e e  (d a ir y  a n d  g e n e r a l)

N e w  J e r s e y : 4 C a m d e n , G lo u c e s te r ,  S a le m  (tr u ck )

O h io : C r a w fo r d , K n o x , R ic h la n d  (g en e r a l)

P e n n s y lv a n ia :  L a n c a s te r  (g en e ra l)

W isc o n s in : D a n e  (d a ir y )

S o u th  (2 2  c o u n t ie s ) :

G e or g ia : C la r k e , E lb e r t,  G r e e n e , J a c k so n , M a d iso n , M o r ­

g a n , O c o n e e , W ilk e s  (c o tto n )

M is s is s ip p i:  B o liv a r , L e flo r e , S u n f lo w e r , W a s h in g to n  (c o t ­

to n )

N o r th  C a r o lin a : J a c k so n , M a c o n  (se lf-su ffic in g )

N o r th  C a r o lin a : E d g e c o m b e , N a s h  (c o t to n  a n d  to b a c c o )  

S o u th  C a r o lin a : C la r e n d o n , D a r lin g to n , F lo r e n c e ,  L e e, 

M a r io n , S u m te r  (c o t to n  a n d  to b a c c o )

M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s  (1 3  c o u n t ie s ) :

C o lo r a d o : E a g le , G a r fie ld , R io  B la n c o  (r a n g e  liv e s to c k )  

K a n s a s : E d w a r d s , F o r d , G r a y , M e a d e  (w h e a t  o r c a s h  gra in )  

M o n ta n a :  C u s te r  (r a n g e  l iv e s to c k  a n d  c a s h  gra in )

N o r th  D a k o t a :  B a r n e s , C a ss , G r ig g s , S t e e le  (w h e a t or c a s h  

gra in )

S o u th  D a k o ta :  P e n n in g to n  (r a n g e  l iv e s to c k  a n d  c a sh  gra in )  

P a c if ic  (9  c o u n t ie s ) :

C a lifo r n ia : O r an g e, R iv e r s id e  (fru it)

C a lifo r n ia : S a n  J o a q u in  (fr u it  a n d  d a ir y )

O r e g o n : 4 C la c k a m a s , M a r io n , M u ltn o m a h , P o lk , W a sh ­

in g to n  (p a r t-t im e )

O r e g o n : M a r io n , P o lk  (g e n e r a l a n d  fr u it)

W a s h in g to n : W h a tc o m  (p o u ltr y  a n d  d a ir y )

S a m p lin g  P ro c e d u re s

R a n d o m  s a m p lin g  m e th o d s  w e re  u se d  in  th e  s tu d y ,  

w i th  c o n tro lle d  s a m p lin g  s u p e r im p o s e d , th r e e  d i s t in c t  

s a m p le s  b e in g  t a k e n  in  o b ta in in g  th e  d a t a .  T h e  in fo r ­

m a t io n  w a s  o b ta in e d  b y  fie ld  a g e n ts ,  th r o u g h  p e r s o n a l  

in te rv ie w  w i th  th e  h o u se w ife  a n d  o th e r  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  

fa m ily .

T h e  R e c o r d  C a r d  S a m p l e .— A  ra n d o m  s a m p le  o f a ll 

t y p e s  o f  fa m il ie s  w a s  f i r s t  t a k e n  in  e a c h  c o m m u n i ty  

se le c te d  fo r  s tu d y ,  e a c h  d w e llin g  u n i t  b e in g  g iv e n  a n  

e q u a l  c h a n c e  o f  in c lu s io n . T h is  s a m p le  v a r ie d  f ro m  a  

c o v e ra g e  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  4  p e r c e n t  in  N e w  Y o rk  C i ty  

to  a  100 p e r c e n t  c o v e ra g e  in  m o s t  s m a ll  c i t ie s  a n d  in  a ll 

v il la g e s .  A  r e c o rd  c a r d  w a s  f ille d  o u t  fo r  e a c h  fa m ily  

c o n ta c te d ,  s u p p ly in g  in f o r m a tio n  o n  th e  c o lo r  a n d  

n a t i v i t y  g ro u p  to  w h ic h  t h e  fa m ily  b e lo n g e d  a n d  o n  th e  

c o m p o s i t io n  o f  th e  fa m ily , a n d  c e r ta in  o th e r  in f o r m a ­

t io n  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  t h e  s e le c tio n  o f  fa m ilie s  to  b e  i n t e r ­

v ie w e d  in  th e  s e c o n d  o r  in c o m e  sa m p le .

4 N o t  u t il iz e d  in  p r e se n t s t u d y  o f  in c o m e  d is tr ib u tio n .

T h e  I n c o m e  S a m p l e .— T h e  in c o m e  s a m p le  w a s  

l im ite d  in  m o s t  c o m m u n it ie s  to  n a t iv e -w h i te  fa m il ie s  

t h a t  h a d  c o n ta in e d  b o th  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  s c h e d u le  y e a r  a n d  t h a t  m a in ta in e d  h o u s e k e e p in g  

q u a r te r s  a t  t h e  t im e  o f th e  in te rv ie w . F o r  f a r m  fa m i ­

lie s  th e r e  w e re  t h e  a d d i t io n a l  r e q u i r e m e n ts  t h a t  th e  

h o m e  m e e t  t h e  c e n s u s  d e f in itio n  o f  a  fa rm , a n d  t h a t  th e  

fa m ily  h a d  o p e r a te d  t h e  f a r m  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  p re c e d ­

in g  y e a r .  N a t iv e  N e g ro  n o r m a l  fa m il ie s  w e re  in c lu d e d  

in  t h e  r e g u la r  s a m p le  in  a l l  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  c o m m u n i ­

t ie s  s u rv e y e d  in  th e  S o u th e a s t  a r e a  a n d  in  N e w  Y o rk  

C i ty  a n d  C o lu m b u s , O h io .

T h u s  t h e  in c o m e  s a m p le  w a s  a  r a n d o m  s a m p le  d ra w n  

f r o m  a  b r o a d e r  r a n d o m  s a m p le  a n d  c o m p r is e d  o f  a ll 

fa m il ie s  t h a t  m e t  c e r ta in  f ixe d  q u a l if ic a t io n s  a d m i t t in g  

th e m  to  t h e  “ u n iv e r s e ”  s e le c te d  fo r  s tu d y .6 F r o m  a ll 

s u c h  “ e lig ib le ”  fa m il ie s ,  d e ta i le d  d a t a  o n  in c o m e , 

fa m ily  c o m p o s itio n , o c c u p a t io n , a n d  h o u s in g  w e re  o b ­

t a in e d  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  s h o r t  s a m p lin g  s c h e d u le  c a lle d  th e  

f a m i l y  s c h e d u le .  T h e  in f o r m a tio n  o b ta in e d  f ro m  e a c h  

fa m ily  c o v e re d  th e  1 2 -m o n th  p e r io d  im m e d ia te ly  p r e ­

c e d in g  th e  in te rv ie w  o r— in  th e  c a se  o f so m e  fa m il ie s  

in te rv ie w e d  in  th e  s p r in g  m o n th s — th e  c a le n d a r  y e a r  

1935.

I n  c e r ta in  c o m m u n it ie s  fa m ily  sc h e d u le  d a t a  w e re  

a lso  o b ta in e d  f ro m  a  re la t iv e ly  s m a ll  r a n d o m  s a m p le  

o f th e  fa m ilie s  t h a t  w e re  in e lig ib le  fo r  th e  r e g u la r  in c o m e  

s a m p le , in c lu d in g  fa m ilie s  in  w h ic h  e i th e r  h u s b a n d  o r  

w ife  w a s  fo re ig n -b o rn , N e g ro  fa m il ie s  in  c o m m u n it ie s  

w h e re  t h e y  w e re  n o t  in c lu d e d  in  th e  r e g u la r  s a m p le , 

a n d  fa m ilie s  n o t  c o n ta in in g  b o th  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife . 

T h is  s a m p le  o f  in e l ig ib le s 6 s u p p lie d  in f o r m a t io n  o n  

t h e  r e la t iv e  in c o m e  s t a tu s  o f th e s e  le s s  n u m e r o u s  

g ro u p s  in  t h e  p o p u la t io n  a n d  m a d e  i t  p o ss ib le  t o  o b ta in  

a n  o v e r -a l l  p ic tu r e  o f  in c o m e , o c c u p a t io n , a n d  fa m ily -  

ty p e  d is t r ib u t io n s  in  t h e  s a m p le  c o m m u n it ie s  c o v e re d .7

T h e  C o n s u m p t i o n  S a m p l e . — T h e  in f o r m a tio n  o n  

fa m ily  e x p e n d i tu re s  a n d  s a v in g s  w a s  o b ta in e d  f ro m  a  

th i r d  s a m p le  o f  fa m ilie s , s e le c te d  f ro m  th e  in c o m e  

s a m p le  o n  th e  b a s is  o f c e r ta in  c o n tro ls  d e s ig n e d  to  

l im i t  t h e  ty p e s  o f  fa m il ie s  a n d  th e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  

o f  e a c h  ty p e  in te rv ie w e d . T h is  in fo rm a tio n , w h ic h  

c o n s t i tu te s  t h e  c o re  o f  t h e  s tu d y ,  w a s  c o lle c te d  b y  m e a n s  

o f a n  e x p e n d i tu r e  s c h e d u le ,  c o v e rin g  th e  g o o d s  a n d  

se rv ic e s  p u rc h a s e d  b y  th e  fa m ily  a n d  c h a n g e s  in  fa m ily

8 S in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  in c o m e  sa m p le  in  four c it ie s — P r o v id e n c e , 

R . I . ,  C o lu m b u s , O h io , P o r t la n d , O re g., a n d  C h ic ag o , 111. S e e  p .  67 b e lo w .

e R e fer re d  t o  e lse w h e r e  i n  th is  r e p o r t  a s  t h e  “ c l ip p e d  sa m p le ”—so -c alled  b e ca u se  

t h e  c o rn e rs  o f  t h e  fa m ily  sc h e d u le s  w e r e  c lip p e d  off t o  d is t in g u is h  th e m  from  th e  

sc h e d u le s  fr o m  t h e  r e g u la r  in c o m e  sa m p le .

? S u c h  s a m p le s  w e r e  ta k e n  in  a l l  o f  th e  51 c it ie s  c o ve r e d  in  th e  S t u d y  o f C o n ­

su m e r P u r c h a se s , e x c e p t th e  fo llo w in g  12: A sto r ia , O reg .; B e a v e r  D a m , W is .;  B o o n e ,  

Io w a ; D o d g e  C ity ,  K a n s .;  G re e le y , C o lo .;  G re en fie ld , M a s s .;  K la m a th  F a lls , O reg.; 

M o b e r ly ,  M o .;  N e w  P h ila d e lp h ia ,  O hio; N e w  Y o r k , N .  Y .;  P r o v o ,  U ta h ;  W illi -  

m a n tic ,  C o n n . I n  a d d it io n , c l ip p e d  s a m p le s  w e r e  ta k e n  i n  t h e  fo l lo w in g  f iv e  farm  

areas: C a lifor n ia , I l l in o is , M ic h ig a n , P e n n s y lv a n ia , W a sh in g to n . T h e  c l ip p e d  

sa m p le  d a ta  for a l l  o f  th e se  c o m m u n it ie s ,  h o w e v e r , w e r e  n o t  u ti liz e d  in  th e  present- 

r ep or t. T h e  l is t  o f  th e  c o m m u n itie s  th a t  w e re  o m it te d  is  g iv e n  in  foo tn o te  6. o n  p . 57
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a s s e ts  a n d  l ia b il i t ie s  d u r in g  th e  12 m o n th s  c o v e re d  b y  

th e  in c o m e  sc h e d u le .

T h e  e x p e n d i tu re  s c h e d u le  w a s  s u p p le m e n te d , fo r  

th o s e  fa m il ie s  w illin g  a n d  a b le  to  g iv e  m o re  d e ta i le d  

in fo rm a tio n , b y  c h e c k  l is ts  o n  sp e cif ic  i te m s  o f  c lo th in g , 

fu rn is h in g s  a n d  e q u ip m e n t  p u rc h a s e d  d u r in g  th e  s c h e d ­

u le  y e a r ,  a n d  b y  a  c h e c k  l i s t  o n  fo o d  e x p e n d i tu re  fo r  a  

7 -d a y  p e r io d . W e e k ly  re c o rd s  o f fo o d  c o n s u m p tio n , 

k e p t  b y  t h e  h o u se w ife  a t  s e v e ra l  se a so n s  o f th e  y e a r ,  

w e re  a lso  o b ta in e d  f ro m  a  s t i l l  m o re  l im ite d  s a m p le  o f 

fam ilie s .

T h e  S c h e d u le s  U s e d

T h e  fa m ily  s c h e d u le s  o b ta in e d  in  th e  in c o m e  sa m p le  

c o n ta in e d  a ll o f th e  in f o r m a tio n  f ro m  th e  C o n s u m e r  

P u rc h a s e s  S tu d y  u ti l iz e d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  r e p o r t  o n  th e  

d is t r ib u t io n  o f c o n s u m e r in c o m e . T h e  sc h e d u le s  u se d  

fo r  u r b a n  fa m il ie s  b y  th e  B u r e a u  o f L a b o r  S ta t is t ic s  

a n d  fo r  f a r m  fa m ilie s  b y  th e  B u r e a u  o f  H o m e  E c o n o m ic s  

a re  sh o w n  in  fa c s im ile  b e lo w .

T h e  s c h e d u le  fo r  v il la g e  a n d  s m a ll-c i ty  fa m il ie s  u se d  

b y  th e  l a t t e r  b u r e a u  w a s  id e n t ic a l  in  c o n te n t  a n d  

w o rd in g  w i th  th e  u r b a n  sc h e d u le  sh o w n , e x c e p t  t h a t  

fo r  th e  v illa g e  g ro u p  a n  a d d i t io n a l  s e t  o f q u e s t io n s  w a s  

in c lu d e d  to  c o v e r t h e  e s t im a te d  m o n e y  v a lu e  o f  f r u i t s  

a n d  v e g e ta b le s , p o u l t r y  a n d  o th e r  fo o d s  p ro d u c e d  b y  

t h e  fa m il ie s  fo r  th e i r  o w n  u se . T h is  so u rc e  o f fa m ily  

in c o m e  o c c u rs  so  in f r e q u e n t ly  in  u r b a n  c o m m u n itie s  

t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  c o n s id e re d  n e c e s s a ry  to  p ro v id e  fo r  i t  

in  t h e  sc h e d u le  u s e d  fo r  c i ty  fa m ilie s .

T h e  f a r m  a n d  u r b a n  s c h e d u le s  w e re  id e n tic a l ,  i t  w ill 

b e  n o t ic e d , fo r  q u e s t io n s  o n  th e  c o m p o s itio n  o f  th e  e co ­

n o m ic  fa m ily  a n d  th e  h o u se h o ld , a n d  o n  m o s t  o f  th e  

i te m s  o f in c o m e . A  n u m b e r  o f  a d d i t io n a l  q u e s tio n s , 

h o w e v e r,  w e re  n e e d e d  o n  th e  f a rm  s c h e d u le  in  o rd e r  to  

a r r iv e  a t  th e  n e t  in c o m e  f ro m  th e  f a rm  d u r in g  th e  

sc h e d u le  y e a r .

W i th  a l l  o f t h e  s c h e d u le s  u se d , th e  in f o r m a tio n  o n  

e a rn in g s  w a s  o b ta in e d  in  c a re fu l  d e ta i l ,  so  a s  to  in s u re  

th e  in c lu s io n  o f a ll o f  th e  e a rn in g s  o f  e a c h  m e m b e r  o f 

th e  fa m ily  d u r in g  th e  y e a r . W o rk  re lie f  e a rn in g s  w ere  

e n te r e d  in  th e  sa m e  s e c tio n  o f  th e  sc h e d u le s  a s  w e re  

e a rn in g s  fro m  o th e r  e m p lo y m e n t . O n  th e  u r b a n  a n d  

v il la g e  sc h e d u le s , a  c o lu m n  w a s  p ro v id e d  fo r  in d ic a t in g  

th e  s t a tu s  o f  th e  w o rk e r— w h e th e r  s a la r ie d  o r  w ag e  

e a rn in g  (d e s ig n a te d  s) , w o rk  re l ie f  (d e s ig n a te d  x ) ,  o r  

w o rk in g  o n  o w n  a c c o u n t  (d e s ig n a te d  o ).

T h e  l a s t  q u e s t io n s  c a lle d  fo r  o n  th e  sc h e d u le s , i t  w ill 

b e  o b se rv e d , a s k e d  w h e th e r  th e  fa m ily  h a d  re c e iv e d  

re lie f  in  a n y  fo rm  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  th e  y e a r .  A l ­

th o u g h  th e  a m o u n t  o f  w o rk  re l ie f  e a rn in g s  w a s  re ­

c o rd e d , n o  a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  to  d e te rm in e  t h e  a m o u n t  

o f  d ir e c t  re lie f  re c e iv e d , e i th e r  in  c a s h  o r  in  k in d , a s  i t  

w a s  f e l t  t h a t  s u c h  e s t im a te s  w o u ld  b e  to o  m u c h  s u b je c t  

to  e r ro r  to  ju s t i f y  ta b u la t io n .  T h e  o m is s io n  o f  th is

i te m  o f  in c o m e  f ro m  th e  sc h e d u le s  p ro v e d  to  b e  a  

se rio u s  h a n d ic a p  in  u ti l iz in g  th e  d a t a  in  th e  p r e s e n t  

s tu d y  o f  c o n s u m e r in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n .  T h e  m e th o d s  

u se d  to  o ffse t th i s  o m is s io n  a re  d e s c r ib e d  in  o th e r  se c ­

t io n s  o f  th i s  r e p o r t .

S in ce  th e  re c o rd  c a rd  s e rv e d  a s  a  s a m p lin g  d e v ic e  in  

th e  s tu d y  to  f a c i l i ta te  th e  s e le c tio n  o f  fa m il ie s  i n t e r ­

v ie w e d  in  th e  in c o m e  s a m p le , i t  is  a lso  re p ro d u c e d  in  

fa c s im ile  b e lo w . B o th  th e  f a rm  re c o rd  c a rd  a n d  t h a t  

u se d  fo r  u r b a n  fa m il ie s  a re  p re s e n te d . T h e  c a r d  u s e d  

fo r  v illa g e  fa m ilie s  w a s  id e n tic a l  w ith  t h a t  fo r  th e  u r b a n  

g ro u p .

N u m b e r  a n d  D is tr ib u tio n  o f  

F a m ilie s  in  In c o m e  S a m p le

T h e  b ro a d  ra n d o m  s a m p le  o f fa m ilie s  c o n ta c te d  in  

th e  re c o rd  c a rd  s a m p le  to ta l le d  a p p ro x im a te ly  7 00 ,00 0  

fam ilie s . F a m ily  sc h e d u le s , c o n ta in in g  in c o m e  d a ta ,  

w e re  o b ta in e d  f ro m  a b o u t  3 00 ,00 0  o f th e s e  fa m ilie s . 

O f th i s  n u m b e r ,  a b o u t  2 74 ,0 0 0  w e re  u se d  in  p re p a r in g  

th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  p re s e n te d  in  th i s  r e p o r t .

T h e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  th e s e  s a m p le  fa m ilie s  acco rd in g - 

to  re g io n  a n d  ty p e  o f c o m m u n i ty  is  s u m m a r iz e d  in  

ta b le  10A  b e lo w , a n d  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  b y  c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  

g ro u p  in  u r b a n  a n d  in  r u r a l  c o m m u n it ie s  w ith in  e a c h  

re g io n  is  in d ic a te d  in  ta b le  11 A .

W ith  r e s p e c t  to  o c c u p a t io n  a n d  to  fa m ily  s ize , t h e  

s a m p le  w a s  r a n d o m  w ith in  e a c h  c o m m u n i ty  fo r  t h e  

u n iv e rse  c o v e re d , a n d — a s  e lse w h e re  in d ic a te d  8—  

s e rv e d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  a s  a  b a s is  fo r  d i s t r ib u t in g  

a ll n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  th e  p o p u la t io n  a c c o rd in g  to  th e s e  

fa c to rs .

W i th  r e s p e c t  to  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n ,  th e  s a m p le  w a s  

o f  c o u rse  a lso  r a n d o m  w ith in  e a c h  c o m m u n ity .  B u t —  

a s  in d ic a te d  a t  o th e r  p o in ts  in  th e  r e p o r t— th e r e  is  

re a s o n  to  b e lie v e  t h a t  th e  n u m b e r  o f fa m il ie s  in c lu d e d  

in  th e  s a m p le  a t  th e  h ig h  in c o m e  le v e ls  s o m e w h a t  

u n d e r r e p re s e n ts  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  in  th e  p o p u la t io n .  

A lth o u g h  e v e ry  e ffo rt  w a s  m a d e  to  m a in ta in  t h e  r a n ­

d o m n e ss  o f  th e  s a m p le , fa m il ie s  in  th e  w e a l th ie r  n e ig h ­

b o rh o o d s  w e re  m o re  f r e q u e n t ly  fo u n d  to  b e  a w a y  f ro m  

h o m e  a n d  m o re  f r e q u e n t ly  re fu s e d  to  g iv e  th e  in f o r m a ­

t io n  d e s ir e d , a n d  th e s e  d if f ic u ltie s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  e n t i r e ly  

o ffse t b y  t h e  c o r re c tiv e  s a m p lin g  p ro c e d u re s  a d o p te d .  

T h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o b ta in e d  f ro m  th e  s a m p le  fo r  

in c o m e  le v e ls  o f $ 7 ,500  a n d  o v e r  w e re  th e re fo re  a d ­

ju s te d ,  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y ,  o n  th e  b a s is  o f d a t a  f r o m  

F e d e ra l  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s  fo r  1935 a n d  1936 .9

M e t h o d s  U s e d  to  A s s u re  

R e l ia b i l i t y  o f  D a t a

I n  a  s t u d y  o f th is  ty p e ,  a n d  e s p e c ia lly  in  o n e  o f th is  

m a g n i tu d e ,  so m e  q u e s t io n  in e v i ta b ly  a rise s  a s to  t h e

s S e e  p p .  7 4 -7 5 .

9 S ee sec . 7 o f  th is  a p p e n d ix .
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C O N F I D E N T I A L . — T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  i n  
t h i s  s c h e d u l e  i s  s t r i c t l y  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  G i v i n g  i t  i s  

v o l u n t a r y .  I t  w i l l  n o t  b e  s e e n  b y  a n y  e x c e p t  s w o r n  
a g e n t s  o f  t h e  c o o p e r a t i n g  a g e n c i e s  a n d  w i l l  n o t  b e  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t a x a t i o n  p u r p o s e s .

I . Y E A R  C O V E R E D  B Y  S C H E D U L E

Tw elve m onths beginning................... , 1935,

___________ and e n d i n g ................., 193_

I I .  F A M I L Y  C O M P O S IT IO N  (d u r in g  s c h e d u le  ye ar)

B .  L i. S .  9 3 7

U .  S .  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A B O R  

B U R E A U  O F  L A B O R  S T A T I S T I C S
I N  C O O P E R A T I O N  W I T H

N A T I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E  

W O R K S  P R O G R E S S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E  

W A S H I N G T O N

STUDY O F CONSUM ER PURCHASES
A  F E D E R A L  W O R K S  P R O J E C T  

F A M I L Y  S C H E D U L E — U R B A N

M e m b e r s  o f  e c o n o m ic  fa m ily  (all 
p e r so n s  s h a r in g  fa m ily  in c o m e , 
in c lu d in g  th o s e  te m p o r a r i ly  
a w a y  fr o m  h o m e )

1. Husband..

2. W ife........

A ge  
a t  la s t  
b i r t h ­

d a y

N u m b e r  of 
w e e k s  d u r ­

in g  y e a r

I n
h o m e

fro m
h o m e

O th e r  M e m b e rs  o f  F a m ily  (g ive  re la tio n s h ip )

3 .

4.

5 .

6 .

I I I .  O T H E R  M E M B E R S  O F  H O U S E H O L D  
(d u r in g  s c h e d u le  year)

S ta tu s
P e r ­
sons

N o .
weeks

1. Sons and daughters boarding 
and rooming a t home:

2 .  Other roomers w ith  board......

I V .  H O M E  O W N E R S H IP

1. Number of m onths during schedule year 
living:

a .  A s  renter__ b .  A s  owner: 1st hom e___
7  ____________ ___________________

8  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

9........................................................

10______ ______ _______________
I f  any  m ember of fam ily died during year, 

circle number in  front of name. h-3 2so

2 d  hom e__

I F  A N  o w n e r : 1st hom e 2d hom e

2 . Monthly rental value..... ........
3 .  Was home mortgaged (or being

purchased onland contract)?_
4 . If mortgaged, interest on mort­

gage (or land contract) for 

months occupied.................

$ .............. . $ ........... .

fa. DY es. 
\ b .  Q N o.

$ ................

а . D Y es.
б . D N o.

$ ................

Code N o_ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _

Schedule N o.  ............................. _

C ity __________  D is t................

A g e n t_ __ __ __ __ __ _ _ __ __ __ __ _

D ate of in terview ............... , 1936.

V . R E S I D E N C E  I N  T H I S  C I T Y

For how  m any m onths of 
schedule year did the fam ily liv e in  
th is c i t y ? ...................................... -

V I . L I V I N G  Q U A R T E R S  O C C U P I E D  
___________ (a t d a te  o f  in te rv ie w )____________

1. D id  fa m ily  o c c u p y  these liv ing
quarters a t  end of schedule 
year? a .  D Y es. b . □  N o.

2. D oes fam ily D ow n or D rent
these liv ing quarters?

3. M onthly rent $ ..____ , if  renter.
4. T ype of liv ing  quarters: 

One-family house:
a .  □  Detached.
b . □  A ttached.

Two-fam ily house:
c .  D Side by  side.
d .  D T w o decker.

Apartm ent in building for:
e . □  Three families.
/ .  □  Four families.
g . □  F ive or m ore families. 

D w elling unit in  business bldg.:
h. □

Room  or rooms:
i .  D W ith another fam ily.
j .  d i n  rooming house.

Other:
k .  □ ___________________ _

v n .  C O L O R

a .  □  W hite. b . □  Negro.

BACK

V IH .  M O N E Y  E A R N IN G S  O F  F A M I L Y  F R O M  E M P L O Y M E N T  O R  B U S IN E S S  O U T S ID E  O F  H O M E  O R  A T  H O M E

(d u r in g  s c h e d u le  ye ar)

A  1 B  1 C D j E F G H J

M e m b e rs  o f fa m ily  g a in fu l ly  e m p lo y e d O C C U P A T I O N  d u r in g  y e a r

S ta tu s  o f 
w o rk e r 
(s , x , 0)

R a te  o f  e a rn in g s  p e r  u n i t  
of t im e

T im e  e m ­
p lo y e d  (u se  
sa m e  tim e  
u n i t  a s  in  

co l. G)

T o ta l  m o n e y  
e a rn in g s  from  
e m p lo y m e n t 
o r  b us in e ssR e la tio n s h ip

L in e  
N o . 
I I  A

A ge
K in d  o f w o rk  (su c h  a s  m a ­

c h in is t, b o o k k e e p e r, m e r ­
c h a n t , a u th o r)

N a tu r e  o f  i n d u s t ry  (suc h as  
c o tto n  m ill , b a n k , shoo  
s to re , in d e p e n d e n t)

1 . . . . . _________ _____ $

2 ..........................................

3 . ............ .............. ...........

4 ................. .......... ............

5 . __________ ________

6 .  ......................................

7 ......................... ..............

8 .  __________________

9 . __________________

1 0 .  ......................................

I X .  O T H E R  M O N E Y  IN C O M E T o ta l fo r  year I X .  O T H E R  M O N E Y  IN C O M E  (c o n tin u e d ) T o ta l  fo r  ye a r

1 .  Incom e from  roomers and boarders (gross)..
2 .  Incom e from  work in  hom e n o t entered in

$ ...... ............. ...............

7 .  G ifts in  cash for current use from persons
not members of economic fam ily..... ....

8. L osses in  business (subtract). $ _______

$ .........................................

X  X  X  X  X

3. Interest and dividends from  stocks, bonds,
9 . T o t a l  m oney incom e..... .............. $ ____________________

10. H as fam ily received direct relief (in cash or kind), during
schedule year? a .  D Y es. b . D N o.

11. H as any member of fam ily had work relief during schedule
year? a .  D C ash. 6 . □  Kind. c . D N one.

5 .  R ents from  property, less expenses..............

6 .  Pensions, annuities, benefits................ .......

B .8 .  GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. l i — 3 2 8 0
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U .  S .  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E

B U R E A U  O F  H O M E  E C O N O M I C S  

IN  C O O P E R A T I O N  W I T H  

N A T I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E  

W O R K S  P R O G R E S S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

A N D

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A B O R

W A S H I N G T O N

S T U D Y  O F  C O N S U M E R  P U R C H A S E S

A  F E D E R A L  W O R K S  P R O J E C T

F A M IL Y  S C H E D U L E — F A R M

C O N F I D E N T I A L —1T h e  In fo rm a t io n  r e q u e s te d  lu  t h i s  s c h e d u l e  is 
s t r i c t l y  c o n f id e n t ia l .  G iv in g  i t  la  v o lu n ta ry .  I t  w ill n o t  b e  s e e n  b y  a n y  
e x c e p t s w o rn  a g e n t s  o f t h e  c o o p e r a t in g  a g e n c ie s  a n d  w ill n o t  b e  a v a i la b le  
fo r  ta x a t io n  p u rp o e c e .

i n .  G R O S S  M O N E Y  I N C O M E  F R O M  F A R M I N G  
d u r in g  s c h e d u le  y e a r

T o t a l  fo r  y e a r

M o n e y  r e c e iv e d  fr o m  s a l e s  o f:

7 .  D a ir y  p r o d u c ts  ( m ilk , c r e a m , b u t t e r -

8 .  P o u l t r y  ( e g g s ,  c h ic k e n s ,  t u r k e y s ,  d u c k s ,

9 .  L iv e s to c k  ( c a t t l e ,  c a lv e s ,  h o g s ,  s h e e p ,

M o n e y  r e c e iv e d  fr o m  o th e r  so u r c e s:
1 1 .  A . A . A . b e n e f it  a n d  r e n ta l  p a y m e n ts  

( sp e c i fy  p r o d u c t  b y  l in e  n u m b e r

1 3 .  To t a l ............... $ .................... 1

Ty pe  o f  Fa r m.— C ir c le  l in e  n u m b e r  o f  m a in  p r o d u c t  
o f  fa r m . I f  g e n e r a l fa r m , c ir c le  l in e  n u m b e r s  o f  m a in  

p r o d u c t s . 1

1  Y B A B  C O V E R E D  B Y  S C H E D U L E

T w e lv e  m o n th s  b e g in n i n g ---------------------------------- - 1 93 5

______ a n d  e n d i n g ................................................... 1 9 3

M e m b e r s  o f  e c o n o m ic  fa m i ly  (a l l  p e r ­
s o n s  s h a ri n g  f a m ily  In c o m e , in c l u d ­

i n g  th o s e  te m p o r a r i ly  w a y  fro m A w a y  
A t  h o m o  fro m

ciberò o f family (gire relationship)

6 . . . .

7_____

8 .  ___

9 . ___

I f  a n y  m e m b e r  o f  f a m i ly  d ie d  d u r in g  s c h e d u le  y e a r ,  
c ir c le  n u m b e r  in  f r o n t  o f  n a m e .

Other persona Urina In home for 01 e  w e e k s  d u r in g  s c h e d a l e  y c i

1 1 .  S o n s  a n d  d a u g h te r s  b o a r d in g  

a n d  r o o m in g  a t  h o m e  (sp e c ­
i f y  a g e  a n d  s e x ................. .......

1 2 .  O th e r  r o o m e r s  w ith  b o a r d .......

13. R o o m e r s  w i t h o u t  b o a r d ---------

14. B o a r d e r s  w i t h o u t  r o o m ------

1 5 .  T o u r is t s  a n d  t r a n s ie n t s .............

1C . G u e s t s  ( o v e r n ig h t  o r  lo n g e r ) .. .  

1 7 .  P a id  h e lp  liv in g  in ......................

T o t a l  n u m b e r 

h o u s e h o ld

N u m b e r  in  e c o n o m ic  

f a m il y ...................... —

I n c .  .. 

C lr . ..

A g e n t ..

C o d e  N o ............ .

F a m ily
s c h e d u le  N o . . 

E x p e n d it u r e  

s c h e d u le  N o . .

C o u n t y ...............

M . C .  D .............

I V .  F A R M  E X P E N S E S  d u r i n g  s c h e d u l e  y e a r

H ir e d  la b o r  fo r  fa r m ..

L iv e s to c k  p u r c h a se d  fo r  r e sa le  o r  r e ­
p la c e m e n t . . .................................. - ........

3 .  F e e d , h a y ,  s tr a w .. .

. F e r t il iz e r , s p r a y in g  m a te r ia L ..  

. S e e d s , p la n ts ,  tr e e s ---------------

. M a c h in e r y , t o o ls  (r e p a ir s , r e p la c e ­
m e n ts )  -- ----------------- ------ ------------

. G a so lin e , o il ,  t ir e s , e t c . ,  fo r  fa r m  p r o ­
d u c t io n —

8 .  R e p a ir s  o n  fa r m  b u i ld in g s  a n d  f e n c e s .

9 .  T a x e s  a n d  in su r a n c e  o n  fa r m  p r o p ­
e r t y ------- -- ---------------------------- ------

1 0. I n t e r e s t  a n d  r e f in a n c in g  c h a r g e s  o n  

fa r m  m o r tg a g e ---------------- -----------

1 1 .  R e n t  fo r  la n d  a n d  b u i ld in g s ......... .

1 2 . O th e r  fa r m  e x p e n s e s .......................

13. _____________________________To t a l ...

T o ta l  a c r e s  in  fa r m (s ) o p e r a te d . .

A c r e s  o w n e d ..... . ............ .................

A c r e s  c a sh  r e n t e d ------------ -------

A c r e s  sh a r e  r e n t e d --------------- . . .

, I f  sh a r e  r e n t e d ,  d o e s  o w n e r  fu r n i sh  a l l  o f  t h e  w o r k  

a n im a ls ;  a . □  Y e s . b .  □  N o .

. V a lu e  o f  fa r m (s ) ( la n d  a n d  b u i ld in g s ) -  $ .....................

. V a lu e  o f  fa m il y ’s  d w e ll in g .......................  S....................

(OVEB)

8 A C K

M e m b e r s  o f  fa m ily  g a in f u l ly  e m p lo y e d

L in e
n u m b e r

O c c u p a t io n s  d u r in g  y e a r  (g iv r  
k i n d  o f  w o rk  a n d  n a t u r e  o f  in  
d u s t r y ,  s u c h  a s  la b o r e r  o n  ro a d  
w o rk )

. .p e r ._

-per-.......

..p e r ............

..p e r ---------

. .p e r . --------

. .p e r ............

. .p e r _ _ __ _ _

. . p e r . . .

1 . F r o m  r o o m e r s  a n d  b o a r d e r s  (g r o ss )----

2 .  F r o m  s a le  o f  h o m e -m a d e  p r o d u c t s ------

3 .  F r o m  w o r k  in  h o m e  n o t  e n te r e d  in  V I
a b o v e  ( s p e c i fy )___________________

4 .  I n t e r e s t  a n d  d iv id e n d s  fr o m  b o n d s , 
s to c k s ,  b a n k  a c c o u n ts ,  t r u s t  fu n d s ,

5 . P r o fit s  n o t  in c lu d e d  in  V I  a b o v e ,  l e ss  

e x p e n s e s ....................................................

6 .  R e n ts  f r o m  p r o p e r ty , l e s s  e x p e n se s .. .

7 .  T e n s io n s ,  a n n u it ie s ,  b e n e f its ...............

To t a l  0 - 8 )

8 .  G if t s  in  c a sh  fo r  c u r r e n t  u s e  fr o m  

p e r so n s  n o t  m e m b e r s  o f  e c o n o m ic  

f a m ily ____________________ ___

9 . O th e r  m o n e y  in c o m e _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ __

10. Total  (1-9)_____

1 1 . L o ss e s  fr o m  b u s in e s s  n o t  d e d u c te d
a b o v e ________________________

1 2. D if f e r e n c e  (1 0  m in u s  1 1 ) . .

T o t a l  m o n e y  
e a r n in g s  from  
e m p lo y m e n t

1 3. H a s  fa m ily  r e c e iv e d 'd ir e c t  r e li e f  ( in fa .  □  Y e s .
c a s h  o r k in d ) d u r in g  s c h e d u le y e a r ? \6 .  □  N o .

1 4 . H a s  a n y  m e m b e r  o f  fa m H y  h a d (
w o r k  r e lie f  d u r in g  s c h e d u le  y ea r ?{a .  □  C a sh .  

5. □  K in d .  
c . □  N o n e .

v m .  V A L U E  O F  P R O D U C T S  F U R N I S H E D  B Y  
F A R M  F O B  F A M IL Y ’S  O W N  U S E  d u r in g  s c h e d u le

1. M ilk  fo r  d r in k in g  a n d  c o o k in g :  

Q u a r ts  p e r  w e e k _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _

N u m b e r  o f  w e e k s ..
2 .  C r e a m  fo r  t a b ic  u s e  a n d  fo r  b u t te r :  

Q u a r ts  p e r  w e e k .............................

N u m b e r  o f  w e e k s ____ _ _ __
gs:

F a ll  a n d  w in t e r :
D o z e n  p e r  w e e k _____

N u m b e r  o f  w e e k s ____
S p r in g  a n d  su m m e r :

D o iD o z e n  p e r  w e e k .

N u m b e r  o f  w e e k s -----
4 .  P o u l t r y  fo r  m e a t:

W in te r  a n d  sp r in g :
N u m b e r  p e r  m o n t h ..

N u m b e r  o f  m o n t h s . .  

S u m m e r  a n d  fa ll:
N u m b e r  p e r  m o n th  ..

N u m b e r  o f  m o n t h s . .

5 .  P o r k , d r e sse d  w e ig h t:

P o u n d s  fo r  y e a r ________

6 .  O th e r  m e a t s ,  d r e sse d  w e ig h t:  

P o u n d s  fo r  y e a r ________

7 .  P o t a t o e s  (w h it e ) :
B u s h e ls  fo r  y e a r _____

8 .  V a lu e  o f  o th e r  fo o d  fr o m  fa r m  g a r d e n .

9 . V a lu e  o f  f r u it s ...... .....................................

1 0. V a lu e  o f  o th e r  fo o d  (s i r u p s , g ra in  
p r o d u c ts ,  e t c . ) . , _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _

1 1. V a lu e  o f  fu e l. . .

. V a lu e  o f  o th e r  p r o d u c ts  (w o o l , t o ­
b a c c o , e t c . ) ........ . ...................................

T o t a l  v a lu e  fo r  y e a r

X . C O L O R :

o .  □  W h it e .  b .  □  N e g r o .



C o n s u m e r  I n c o m e s 5 1

R e c o r d  c a r d s  u s e d  w i t h  u r b a n  a n d  w i t h  f a r m  f a m i l i e s

C O N F I D E N T I A L . — T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  i n  

t h i s  s c h e d u l e  i s  s t r i c t l i /  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  G i v i n g  i t  i s  
v o l u n t a r y .  I t  w i l l  n o t  b e  s e e n  b y  a n y  e x c e p t  s w o r n  

a g e n t s  o f  t h e  c o o p e r a t i n g  a g e n c i e s  a n d  w i l l  n o t  b e  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t a x a t i o n  p u r p o s e s . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

S T U D Y  O F  C O N S U M E R  P U R C H A S E S
A F E D E R A L  W O R K S  P R O J E C T

R E C O R D  C A R D —U R B A N

(C ity) (State)

B .  I i .  S .  9 4 6

U .  S .  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A B O R

B U R E A U  O F  L A B O R  S T A T I S T I C S

IN  C O O P E R A T IO N  W I T H

N A T I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E  

W O R K S  P R O G R E S S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E

W A S H I N G T O N

S c hed u le  N o .

E . D .............

A g e n t ...........

E d i t o r ____

1. S treet and  num ber..

2 . T y p e  o f s tr u c tu r e 1..

O  V acant

4. N a m e ............ T e le p h o n e . .

V isit D ate
T im e

of
day

A t hom e
Inform ation Person

Y es No obtained interview ed

7. T h ir d ............

8 . Color: a .  G  W h ite 9. N u m b er  in  econ om ic fam ily :

b .  G  N eg ro a . G  T w o or m ore persons

c .  G  O ther b .  G  O ne person

Bo r n  In  Un it ed  St a t es

Y es  

10. □  

1 1 . □

N o

□
□

H u sba nd  or m a le  head  

W ife or fem ale  head

12. R es id en ce  in  (a) hou sek ee p ing  quarters, or (6) room s 
w ith  an oth er fa m ily , in  room in g  h o u se, h o te l, or 
in s titu tion :

a .  G  H ou sek eep ing  quarters

b .  f~l R oom s on ly

13. E c on om ic fa m ily  in c lu d e s h u sban d  an d  w ife :i 2

a .  □  Y e s  b .  G  N o  

I f  yes:
c. N u m b er o f years  m arried:

(1) O  H ess th a n  one

(2) G  O ne or m ore

I f there is  N O  C H E C K  in  a n y  of the h e av y  bores, request fam ily  
schedule.

i Specify one-fam ily house, detached, sem idetached or row; tw o-fam ily house, side b y  side or tw o decker; three-, four-, five- or m ore fam ily  apartm ent building; business

blU n  m ing0reTOrdScàrdsfor inéligibles, file separately cards for fam ilies w hich  are ineligib le on ly  because th e y  com e under 136. 14—3309

B E D S  1 1 2

U . S .  De pa r t me n t  o f  Ag r ic ul t ur e

B U R E A U  O F  H O M E  E C O N O M I C S  

I N  C O O P E R A T I O N  W I T H  

N A T I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E  

W O R K S  P R O G R E S S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A B O R  

W A S H I N G T O N

S T U D Y  O F  C O N S U M E R  P U R C H A S E S
A  F E D E R A L  W O R K S  P R O J E C T

R E C O R D  C A R D — F A R M

(C ounty) (State)

R ecord  card  N o ........

F a m ily  sch e du le N o .

M . C . D .....................

A g e n t _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _

1. L ocation  (d e sc r ib e ).........................................................................................

V acant □

B orn in  U n ited  S tates.

Yes 
8 . □  
9 . □

N o

□  H usband , or m ale  head .
□  W ife, or fem ale head .

T e le p h o n e__

2. N am e

V isits D ate T im e of 
d ay

A t hom e
Information

refused
Person

interview ed
Yes N o

4. Second______ ___

5. T hird...................

6 . Color: a .  □  W hite. 7 . N um b er in  fam ily:
j ¿."" □  Negro" 1 o. □  T w o  or m ore persons. 
1 c . □  O ther. | I b .  □  O ne person . |

10. H as fa m ily  operated  T H IS  farm  for
la st  12 m onths?

11. W as farm  operated  for w age or sa lary
la st  year?

12. D o es  farm  h a v e  m ore th a n  3  acres?

13. I f  Wo, w a s gross incom e la s t  y ea r m ore

th an  $250?
14. P rincipal c r o p _____________ ______

a. □  Y e s

b .  □  N o

a .  □  Y e s

b .  □  N o

a .  O  Y e s

b .  □  N o  

a .  □  Y e s  

|6 . □  N o  I

15. E con om ic fam ily- in clud es  h u sband  a nd  w ife:1 
a .  □  Y e s  | b .  D  N o ~ |

I f  y e s :

c .  N um ber years m arried:
| (1) □  L ess th an  one. |

(2) □  O ne or m ore.

I f  th ere  is  N O  C H E C K  in  a n y  o f th e  h e a v y  b oxes , and  i f  th e  ty p e  o f farm ing is  one to  b e  s tu d ied , r eq u est fa m ily  schedu le .

• In  filing record cards for Inéligibles, file separately cards for fam ilies eligible except for 166—a  fam ily w hich  does n ot include husband  and w ife. 1 4 — 3 2 9 0
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r e l ia b i l i ty  o f th e  d a t a  c o lle c te d . A  b r ie f  in d ic a t io n  o f 

th e  m e th o d s  u s e d  to  a s s u re  th e  a c c u ra c y  o f th e  s c h e d ­

u le s  a n d  th e  ra n d o m n e s s  o f  th e  s a m p le  m a y  th e re fo re  

b e  d e s ir a b le . F o r  a  fu l le r  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e s e  p re c a u ­

tio n s , th e  r e a d e r  is  r e fe r r e d  to  r e p o r ts  p r e p a re d  b y  th e  

tw o  b u r e a u s  a d m in is te r in g  th e  s tu d y .

T h e  f i r s t  p re re q u is i te  fo r  r e l ia b i l i ty  in  th e  r e s u l ts  o f 

s u c h  a  s t u d y  w a s , o f  c o u rse , c a re fu l  a d v a n c e  p la n n in g  

o f  t h e  c o lle c tio n  a n d  a n a ly s is  o f  t h e  d a ta ,  w i th  c a re fu l  

p r e p a r a t io n  o f in s t r u c t io n s  fo r  su p e rv is o rs , fie ld  a g e n ts , 

e d i to r s ,  a n d  t a b u la to r s .  T h is  r e q u i r e m e n t  w a s  c le a rly  

re c o g n iz e d  b y  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  a g e n c ie s  sp o n s o rin g  th e  

p ro je c t ,  a n d  a r r a n g e m e n ts  w e re  m a d e  o n  t h e  in i t ia t io n  

o f t h e  s tu d y  to  p ro v id e  fo r  a d e q u a te  p r e p a r a t io n .  T h e  

v a r io u s  s m a lle r  s tu d ie s  o f  c o n s u m e r  e x p e n d i tu re s  p re v i ­

o u s ly  m a d e  b y  th e  b u r e a u s  c o n d u c t in g  th e  p ro je c t  a n d  

b y  o th e r  r e s e a rc h  a g e n c ie s  s u p p l ie d  a  b a c k g ro u n d  of 

e x p e rie n c e  in d is p e n s a b le  fo r  th i s  la rg e -s c a le  u n d e r ta k in g .

A  s e c o n d  p re re q u is i te  w a s  o b v io u s ly  th e  c a re fu l  se le c ­

t io n  a n d  t r a in in g  o f  p e r so n n e l. H e re  a g a in  e v e ry  e ffo rt  

w a s  m a d e  to  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  th e  p ro je c t .  T h e  s u p e r ­

v is o ry  s ta ff s  in  t h e  re g io n a l  a d m in is t r a t iv e  offices a n d  in  

th e  lo c a l c o lle c tio n  offices c o n s is te d  o f  co lleg e  g ra d u a te s  

w i th  t r a in in g  in  t h e  so c ia l sc ie n c e s  a n d  s ta t i s t ic s ,  a n d  in  

m a n y  c a se s  w i th  e x p e rie n c e  in  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  s u rv e y s . 

T h e  f ie ld  a g e n ts  a n d  e d i to r s  w e re  se le c te d  f ro m  p e rso n s  

o f c le ric a l a n d  p ro fe ss io n a l  r a t in g  o n  W o rk s  P ro g re ss  

A d m in is tr a t io n  ro lls  b y  m e a n s  o f a p t i tu d e  t e s ts .  A ll o f 

th e  w o rk e rs  a p p o in te d  o n  th e  p r o je c t  w e re  g iv e n  a  

t r a in in g  p e r io d  o f 2 o r  3 w e e k s , w i th  p r a c t ic e  in  c a r ry in g  

th r o u g h  th e  d u t ie s  to  w h ic h  t h e y  w e re  a ss ig n e d . T h u s  

e v e ry  f ie ld  a g e n t  a n d  e d i to r  s t a r t e d  w o rk  w i th  a  k n o w l ­

e d g e  o f th e  re q u ir e m e n ts  fo r  c o r re c t ,  c o n s is te n t  r e p o r ts .

A s  a  f u r th e r  a s s u ra n c e  o f  th e  a c c u ra c y  o f th e  d a t a  

c o lle c te d , a  s y s te m  o f c h e c k  in te rv ie w in g  w a s  a d o p te d , 

u n d e r  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  th e  re g io n a l  office s ta ff s . I n  

g e n e ra l, o n e  o u t  o f e v e ry  e ig h t  fa m il ie s  v is i te d  b y  e a c h  

a g e n t  w a s  r e v is i te d  b y  a  s u p e rv is o r , e d i to r  o r  s q u a d  

le a d e r , to  c h e c k  e n o u g h  o f th e  e n tr ie s  o n  th e  sc h e d u le  to  

p ro v e  t h a t  th e  a g e n t  h a d  o b ta in e d  t h e  in f o r m a tio n  fro m  

th e  fa m ily  a n d  h a d  r e p o r te d  i t  c o r re c tly .  T h e  sc h e d u le s  

to  b e  c h e c k e d  w e re  c h o se n  a t  r a n d o m . S im ila r ly , s p o t  

e d i t in g  o f s c h e d u le s  w a s  c a r r ie d  o u t  b y  th e  re g io n a l  

e d ito r s , in  o rd e r  to  c h e c k  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  lo c a l  e d i t in g  

su p e rv iso rs .

I n  a d d i t io n  to  th e  n e e d  fo r  a c c u ra te  c o lle c t in g  a n d  

e d i t in g  o f sc h e d u le s , th e r e  w a s  n e e d  fo r  a s s u r in g  t h a t  

th e  s a m p le  o f  fa m ilie s  fro m  w h o m  th e  s c h e d u le s  w e re

o b ta in e d  in  e a c h  c o m m u n ity  w a s  ra n d o m . T h e  f i r s t  

r e q u i r e m e n t  h e re  w a s  fo r  a  s a t is f a c to ry  m e th o d  of 

s e le c tin g  th e  n a m e s  o r  a d d re s s e s  f ro m  w h ic h  a  r a n d o m  

s a m p le  c o u ld  b e  d ra w n . I n  m o s t  o f th e  s m a lle r  c o m ­

m u n it ie s  th is  p ro b le m  w a s  c a re d  fo r  b y  a  100 p e r c e n t  

c o v e ra g e  o f  a ll d w e llin g  u n i t s  in  th e  re c o rd  c a rd  s a m p le . 

I n  th e  la rg e r  c it ie s ,  h o w e v e r,  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  u s e  

c i ty  d ire c to r ie s  o r  s im ila r  l is ts  a s  a  b a s is  fo r  t h e  se le c ­

t io n  o f a  se rie s  o f  r a n d o m  s a m p le s  o f d w e llin g  u n i ts .  

F o r  th e  f a rm  c o u n tie s , r u r a l  r o u te  m a p s  w e re  u se d , 

s in c e  c o m p re h e n s iv e  l is ts  w e re  n o t  a v a i la b le . T h e  

p ro c e d u re s  fo r  d ra w in g  th e se  s a m p le s  w e re  c a re fu lly  

d e v e lo p e d  b y  th e  W a s h in g to n  s ta f f s  o f  th e  tw o  b u r e a u s  

a n d  c a re fu lly  s u p e rv is e d  th r o u g h  th e  re g io n a l  offices.

T h e  se le c tio n  o f a  r a n d o m  s a m p le  o f  d w e llin g  u n i t s ,  

h o w e v e r,  d id  n o t  in s u re  t h e  a c tu a l  c o l le c tio n  o f  sc h e d ­

u le s  f ro m  a  r a n d o m  s a m p le  o f fa m ilie s . I n  th e  c o u rs e  

o f th e  f ie ld  w o rk  v a r io u s  d if f ic u l tie s  w e re  e n c o u n te r e d  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  re fu s a l  o r  in a b i l i ty  o f  so m e  fa m il ie s  to  

g iv e  t h e  d e s ir e d  in f o r m a tio n , o r  b e c a u s e  o f u n su c c e s s fu l  

a t t e m p ts  to  c o n ta c t  fa m ilie s . T o  m e e t  th e s e  d iff ic u ltie s , 

v a r io u s  p re v e n t iv e  a n d  c o r re c tiv e  m e a s u re s  w e re  

a d o p te d . T w o  o r  th r e e  c a lls  w e re  m a d e  u p o n  s u c h  

fa m il ie s  b e fo re  a  re c o rd  c a rd  o r  s c h e d u le  w i th  p a r t i a l  

o r  n o  in f o r m a tio n  w a s  tu r n e d  in . A  s p e c ia l a n a ly s is  

w a s  th e n  m a d e  o f th e  c a rd s  a n d  sc h e d u le s  s h o w in g  

re fu s a ls  o r  in c o m p le te  in f o r m a tio n  in  o rd e r  to  d e te rm in e  

th e  e c o n o m ic  o r  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  f ro m  w h ic h  th e y  

c a m e . O n  th e  b a s is  o f  th i s  a n a ly s is ,  a  re v is i t in g  o r  

“ r e c a p tu r e ”  p ro g r a m  w a s  i n s t i t u t e d  to  o ffs e t t h e  b ia s  

in  th e  s a m p le , th e  m o s t  sk ill fu l fie ld  a g e n ts  b e in g  

a ss ig n e d  to  th is  w o rk . W h e re  a  su ffic ie n t n u m b e r  o f  

c a se s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  “ re c la im e d ”  in  th i s  w a y , p ro v is io n  

w a s  m a d e  in  so m e  c it ie s  fo r  th e  s u b s t i tu t io n  o f a  n e ig h ­

b o r in g  fa m ily  fo r  th e  fa m ily  re fu s in g  in f o r m a tio n . T h e  

in s t r u c t io n s  fo r  th i s  p ro c e d u re  w e re  c a re fu lly  d r a f t e d  

so  t h a t  in  e a c h  c a se  a  fa m ily  b e lo n g in g  to  a  s im ila r  

e c o n o m ic  g ro u p  w a s  c o n ta c te d  fo r  s u b s t i tu t io n .

A s in d ic a te d  a b o v e , th is  p ro g r a m  fo r  e l im in a t in g  t h e  

b ia s  in  th e  s a m p le  d id  n o t  fu l ly  in s u re  a d e q u a te  r e p re ­

s e n ta t io n  o f th e  h ig h  in c o m e  le v e ls . A s id e  f ro m  th is  

l im i ta t io n ,  h o w e v e r,  th e  s a m p lin g  p ro c e d u re s  u se d  in  

th e  s tu d y  a p p e a r  to  ju s t i f y  c o n fid e n c e  in  th e  r e l ia b i l i ty  

o f th e  re s u l ts  a n d  in  th e  r a n d o m n e s s  o f th e  in c o m e  

sc h e d u le s . T h is  c o n fid e n c e  is  f u r th e r  ju s t i f ie d  b y  th e  

in te r n a l  c o n s is te n c y  re v e a le d  in  t h e  s a m p le  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  fo r  th e  v a r io u s  c o m m u n it ie s  c o v e re d  b y  th e  

s tu d y .



SECTION 3. THE SAM PLE DISTRIBUTIONS FOR NONRELIEF

FAM ILIES

T h e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  u se d  to  d is t r ib u te  

a l l  fa m ilie s  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  w e re  

d e r iv e d  in  th e  f i r s t  in s ta n c e  f ro m  s a m p le  d a t a  c o lle c te d  

in  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .  T h e  w e ig h te d  

d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  th e n  a d ju s te d  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  

d a t a  f ro m  F e d e ra l  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s  fo r  1935 a n d  

1936 .1

T h e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d a t a  fo r  n o n re lie f  f a m ilies a n d  

fo r  fa m il ie s  t h a t  h a d  re c e iv e d  re l ie f  a t  so m e  t im e  d u r in g  

th e  sc h e d u le  y e a r  w e re  t a b u la te d  s e p a r a te ly  b y  th e  

S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s , so  t h a t  th e  sa m p le  

in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n o n re lie f  a n d  fo r  re l ie f  fa m ilie s  

b u i l t  u p  f ro m  th e s e  d a t a  w e re  p re p a re d  q u i te  in d e ­

p e n d e n t ly ,  a l th o u g h  v e ry  s im ila r  p ro c e d u re s  w e re  

fo llow e d .1 2

I t  is  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  th is  se c tio n  o f  A p p e n d ix  A  to  

d e s c r ib e  h o w  th e  s a m p le  d a t a  fo r  n o n re lie f  fa m ilie s  

w e re  c o m b in e d  to  o b ta in  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  

a g a in s t  w h ic h  th e  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  fo r  n o n re lie f  

fam ilie s  w e re  f in a l ly  a p p lie d . T h e  s a m p le  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  fo r  re l ie f  fa m ilie s  a n d  th e  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  fo r  

b o th  g ro u p s  a re  d e s c r ib e d  in  l a t e r  se c tio n s .

C la s s if ic a t io n  o f  F a m ilie s  

in  S a m p le  D a t a

I n  ta b u la t in g  th e  in c o m e  d a t a  fro m  th e  S tu d y  of 

C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s ,  e a c h  c i ty  w a s  t r e a te d  a s  a  s e p a ­

r a t e  t a b u la t io n  u n i t ,  b u t  th e  v illa g e s  a n d  th e  fa rm  a re a s  

w e re  g ro u p e d  b y  S ta te s  in to  th e  v illa g e  a n d  fa rm  

t a b u la t io n  u n i t s  in d ic a te d  in  th e  s u m m a ry  ta b u la t io n  

o n  p a g e s  5 5  a n d  56. S e p a ra te  ta b u la t io n s  w e re  m a d e  fo r  

N e g ro  a n d  fo r  w h i te  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity  

in  th e  S o u th ,  a n d  in  N e w  Y o rk  C i ty  a n d  C o lu m b u s , 

O h io . I n  S o u th e rn  fa rm  a re a s , o p e ra to r s  a n d  s h a re ­

c ro p p e rs  w e re  c la ss ified  s e p a r a te ly  w ith in  e a c h  c o lo r  

g ro u p .

In c o m e  d a t a  fo r  n a t iv e -w h ite  n o rm a l  fa m ilie s  w e re  

a v a i la b le  f ro m  th e  r e g u la r  in c o m e  s a m p le ,3 w h ic h  w as

1 F o r  d e sc r ip tio n  o f th e  w a y  th e  in c o m e  ta x  d a ta  w ere u se d  to  a d ju st th e  d is tr ib u ­
t io n s , see  sec . 7.

2 F o r  d e fin it io n  o f n on r e lie f  a n d  r e lie f  fam ilie s , se e  p .  42.

3 F or  d e sc r ip tio n  o f r egu lar  a n d  c lip p e d  sa m p le s , se e  p .  47.

t a k e n  in  e v e ry  c o m m u n i ty  c o v e re d  b y  th e  s tu d y .  T h e s e  

d a t a  w e re  c la ss if ie d  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  fo r  e a c h  fa m ily  ty p e  

w ith in  e a c h  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p .4 D a t a  fo r  N e g ro  

n o r m a l  fa m ilie s  w e re  a v a i la b le  f ro m  th e  r e g u la r  in c o m e  

s a m p le s  in  th e  S o u th  a n d  in  th e  tw o  N o r th  C e n t r a l  

c itie s ,  a n d  w e re  c la ss if ied  in  a  s im ila r  m a n n e r .  C lip p e d  

s a m p le  d a t a 3 fo r  n a t iv e -w h ite  b ro k e n  fa m il ie s  a n d  fo r  

m in o r  c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  g ro u p s  w e re  a v a i la b le  fo r  39 c it ie s  

a n d  fo r  f a r m  a re a s  in  5 S ta te s .5 T h e s e  d a t a  h a d  n o t  

b e e n  c la ss if ied  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  fo r  e a c h  fa m ily  ty p e  

a n d  e a c h  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p  a t  th e  t im e  th e  p r e p a r a ­

t io n  o f t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  e s t im a te s  w a s  b e g u n . 

A c c o rd in g ly , th e  d a t a  w e re  t a b u la t e d  b y  th e  N a t io n a l  

R e s o u rc e s  C o m m itte e  d ir e c t ly  f ro m  th e  fa m ily  sc h e d u le s  

w h ic h  w e re  lo a n e d  fo r  th is  p u rp o s e  b y  th e  B u r e a u  o f 

L a b o r  S ta t i s t i c s  a n d  th e  B u r e a u  o f  H o m e  E c o n o m ic s .

D is tr ib u tio n s  b y  F a m ily  S iz e  a n d  

b y  O c c u p a t io n a l  G r o u p

T h e  th re e -w a y  c la ss if ic a tio n s  o f th e  r e g u la r  s a m p le  

d a t a — b y  in c o m e  le v e l  fo r  e a c h  fa m ily  ty p e  w i th in  e a c h  

o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p — re s u l te d  in  s o m e w h a t  t h in  f r e ­

q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  c e r ta in  o f  th e  q u a l i ta t iv e  

g ro u p s  in  so m e  s a m p le  c o m m u n itie s . I t  w a s  d e c id e d , 

th e re fo re , to  u s e  tw o  tw o -w a y  c la ss if ic a tio n s  o f  th e  d a t a  

b y  in c o m e  le v e l  in  b u i ld in g  u p  th e  s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s :  

( I )  e a c h  fa m ily  ty p e ,  a ll  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  c o m b in e d , 

a n d  (2) e a c h  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p , a ll fa m ily  ty p e s  

c o m b in e d .

T h e  s a m p le  f r e q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  t h e  v a r io u s  

fa m ily  ty p e s  w e re  c o m b in e d  in to  f r e q u e n c y  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  fo r  f o u r  fa m ily  s iz es— tw o -p e rs o n  fa m il ie s ,  th r e e -  

a n d  fo u r -p e rs o n  fa m ilie s , f iv e -  a n d  s ix -p e rs o n  fa m ilie s , 

a n d  s e v e n -  o r  m o re -p e rs o n  fa m il ie s— w h ic h  w e re  u se d  

in  b u i ld in g  u p  th e  ty p e  o f c o m m u n ity ,  re g io n a l ,  a n d  

n a t io n a l  e s t im a te s .  T h e  ta b u la t io n s  b y  o c c u p a t io n a l  

g ro u p  w e re  u se d  in  b u i ld in g  u p  th e  o c c u p a t io n a l  

e s t im a te s  fo r  n o n re lie f  fa m ilie s , a n d  in  b u i ld in g  u p  a

4 F o r  d e sc r ip tio n  o f fa m ily  ty p e s  a n d  o c cu p a tio n a l g rou p s  u se d  in  th e  S tu d y  of 

C o n su m e r  P u rc h a se s , se e  p p .  43-44 . F o r  farm  u n it s ,  th e  o c c u p a tio n a l g r ou p  w as  

im p lic it  in  th e  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n it y  a n d  o n ly  a  tw o -w a y  c lass if ic a tio n  w a s  n e ce ssa ry .

3 F or  li s t  o f  c it ie s  in  w h ic h  c lip p e d  sa m p le s  w e r e  n o t ta k e n , se e  fo o tn ote  7, p . 47.
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5 4 N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

se c o n d  n a t io n a l  e s t im a te  w h ic h  s e rv e d  a s  a  c h e c k  o f 

th e  e s t im a te  b u i l t  u p  f ro m  th e  fa m ily -s iz e  d is t r ib u ­

tio n s .  T h e  tw o  n a t io n a l  e s t im a te s  w e re  a lm o s t  id e n ­

t ic a l ,  a s  w a s  to  b e  e x p e c te d , in a s m u c h  a s  th e  s a m p le  

d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  d e r iv e d  f ro m  th e  s a m e  s a m p le  o f 

fa m ilie s , c la ss if ie d  o n c e  b y  fa m ily  s iz e  a n d  o n c e  b y  

o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p . T h e  v e r y  s l ig h t  d iffe re n c e s , d u e  

to  t h e  r o u n d in g  o f t h e  p e r c e n ts  w h e n  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  

fo r  t h e  s a m p le  c o m m u n it ie s  w e re  c o m b in e d , h a v e  b e e n  

a d ju s te d  in  th e  f in a l  e s t im a te s  p re s e n te d .

C o m b in in g  " C l ip p e d ”  S a m p le  D a t a

A s in d ic a te d  a b o v e , t h e  f i r s t  s te p  in  c o m b in in g  th e  

d a t a  fo r  e a c h  s a m p le  u n i t  w a s  to  g ro u p  th e  s a m p le  f r e ­

q u e n c ie s  fo r  th e  v a r io u s  fa m ily  ty p e s  o f e a c h  c o lo r- 

n a t i v i t y  g ro u p  in to  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  fo u r  s izes  o f fa m ily .

T h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  c lip p e d  s a m p le , c o v e rin g  b ro k e n  

fa m il ie s  a n d  m in o r  c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  g ro u p s , w a s  n o t  

t a k e n  in  a ll c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  w a s  to o  sm a ll  in  o th e r s  to  

a f fo rd  re l ia b le  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  t h e  s e p a r a te  

c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  g ro u p s  m a d e  i t  d e s ira b le  to  c o m b in e  th e  

f re q u e n c ie s  fo r  th o s e  g ro u p s  a t  a  c o m p a ra t iv e ly  e a r ly  

s ta g e .  T h e  fu lle r  b re a k -d o w n  b y  c o lo r  a n d  n a t i v i t y  

w a s  r e ta in e d  o n ly  fo r  N o r th  C e n t r a l  m e tro p o lis e s  a n d  

la rg e  c itie s ,  w h e re  b o th  t h e  fo re ig n -b o rn  w h ite  a n d  

t h e  N e g ro  g ro u p s  c o n s t i tu te  im p o r ta n t  e le m e n ts  in  th e  

p o p u la t io n .

W ith  t h e  e x c e p tio n  o f th e s e  fe w  c o m m u n itie s , th e re ­

fo re , th e  fr e q u e n c ie s  fo r  t h e  m in o r  c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  g ro u p s  

a n d  fo r  b ro k e n  fa m il ie s  in  th e  c lip p e d  s a m p le  fo r  e a c h  

c o m m u n i ty  w e re  p o o le d , b y  in c o m e  le v e l,  i n to  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  fo r  fo u r  s iz es  o f  fa m ily . W h e n  c l ip p e d  sa m p le s  

w e re  a v a i la b le  fo r  tw o  o r  m o re  c o m m u n itie s  o f  th e  sa m e  

ty p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  w ith in  a  re g io n , t h e  f r e q u e n c y  d is ­

t r ib u t io n s  fo r  th e  sa m e  fa m ily -s iz e  g ro u p s  w e re  th e n  

p o o le d , b y  in c o m e  le v e l, b e fo re  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  

w e re  c a lc u la te d .

Im p l ic i t  in  th e  p o o lin g  o f fr e q u e n c ie s  fo r  th e  v a r io u s  

c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  a n d  b ro k e n  fa m ily  g ro u p s  in  th e  c lip p e d  

s a m p le  w a s  th e  s o m e w h a t  q u e s t io n a b le  a s s u m p tio n  

t h a t  th e  p r o p o r t io n s  o f  th e s e  g ro u p s  sh o w n  b y  th e  

c lip p e d  s a m p le  d a t a  w e re  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  n o t  o n ly  o f th e  

c o m m u n itie s  s a m p le d  b u t  o f a ll c o m m u n it ie s  o f th e  

sa m e  d e g re e  o f  u rb a n iz a t io n  in  th e  re g io n . T h is  a s s u m p ­

t io n  u n d o u b te d ly  in t ro d u c e d  a  d e g re e  o f e r ro r  in to  th e  

e s t im a te s ,  b u t  a  c h e c k  a g a in s t  c e n s u s  d a t a  in d ic a te d  

t h a t  th e  d if fe re n c e s  w e re  in  m o s t  in s ta n c e s  n o t  la rg e .

C o m b in in g  R e g u la r  S a m p le  D a t a

T h e  c o v e ra g e  o f  t h e  r e g u la r  s a m p le  w a s  su ff ic ie n t to  

y ie ld  fo r  e a c h  s a m p le  c o m m u n i ty  re l ia b le  fr e q u e n c y  

d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l  fa m il ie s  o f  e a c h  

s iz e  g ro u p , a n d — in  th e  S o u th  a n d  in  N o r th  C e n tr a l  

la rg e  c itie s— fo r  N e g ro  n o r m a l  fa m il ie s  o f  e a c h  size 

g ro u p . P e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  c a lc u la te d ,  th e r e ­

fo re ,  fo r  e a c h  fa m ily -s iz e  g ro u p  w ith in  e a c h  c o lo r-n a ­

t i v i ty  g ro u p  in  th e  s a m p le . T h e  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  fo r  th e  s a m e  fa m ily -s iz e  g ro u p s  f ro m  tw o  o r  m o re  

c o m m u n it ie s  o f  t h e  s a m e  ty p e  w ith in  a  re g io n  w e re  a v e r ­

a g e d , e a c h  b e in g  g iv e n  e q u a l  w e ig h t  (e x c e p t in  th e  c a se  

o f S o u th e rn  v il la g e  a n d  f a rm  u n i t s ) ,  to  o b ta in  th e  f in a l 

p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  a g a in s t  w h ic h  th e  p o p u la t io n  

w e ig h ts  fo r  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  o f t h a t  ty p e  w e re  f in a lly  

a p p lie d .

T h e  d e c is io n  to  u se  a  s t r a ig h t  a v e ra g e  o f th e  p e r c e n t ­

a g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  in  c o m b in in g  d a t a  f ro m  th e  re g u la r  

s a m p le s  in  c o m m u n it ie s  o f  th e  s a m e  ty p e  re p re s e n te d  a  

c h o ice  a m o n g  th r e e  p o s s ib le  p ro c e d u re s . A l te r n a t iv e  

p ro c e d u re s  w e re  to  p o o l th e  f r e q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  

(w h ic h  w a s  d o n e  in  th e  c a se  o f th e  c lip p e d  sa m p le  

b e c a u se  o f th e  th in n e s s  o f th e  s e p a r a te  d is t r ib u t io n s )  o r  

to  a t t e m p t  to  w e ig h t  t h e  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  

th e  d if fe re n t  c o m m u n it ie s  o n  so m e  lo g ic a l b a s is  w h ic h  

w o u ld  in v o lv e  m a tc h in g  a l l  o th e r  c o m m u n it ie s  o f th e  

sa m e  ty p e  in  t h e  re g io n  to  o n e  o r  a n o th e r  o f  th e  s a m p le  

c o m m u n itie s . T h e  p o o lin g  o f  th e  f r e q u e n c y  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  w o u ld , b e c a u s e  o f  so m e  v a r ia t io n s  in  th e  s a m p le  

c o v e ra g e  f ro m  o n e  c o m m u n i ty  to  a n o th e r ,  h a v e  r e s u l te d  

in  a n  in v o lu n ta r y  w e ig h t in g  o f  t h e  c o m m u n it ie s  a c c o rd ­

in g  to  th e  p e r c e n t  o f  c o v e ra g e , w h ic h  se e m e d  u n d e s ir ­

a b le . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  a v a i la b le  in f o r m a tio n  o ffe red  

n o  s a t i s f a c to r y  b a s is  fo r  m a tc h in g  th e  s a m p le  c o m m u ­

n i t ie s  a g a in s t  o th e r  c o m m u n it ie s  o f  th e  s a m e  s iz e  a n d  

th u s  a s c r ib in g  w e ig h ts  to  th e  v a r io u s  d is t r ib u t io n s .  I n  

th e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  o b je c t iv e  c r i te r ia  fo r  w e ig h tin g , i t  

a p p e a re d  b e t t e r  to  t a k e  a  s t r a ig h t  a v e ra g e  o f th e  p e r ­

c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s .

A n  e x c e p tio n  to  th i s  p ro c e d u re  w a s  m a d e  in  th e  c a se  

o f th e  s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  S o u th e rn  v illa g e s  a n d  

f a r m  u n i ts .  T w o  o f th e  f iv e  g ro u p s  o f S o u th e rn  f a rm  

c o u n tie s  c o v e re d  b y  t h e  S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  

w e re  lo c a te d  in  u n u s u a l ly  p ro s p e ro u s  a g r ic u l tu r a l  a re a s  

in  N o r th  C a ro l in a  a n d  M is s iss ip p i , a n d  h e n c e  c o u ld  n o t  

b e  t a k e n  a s  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  a  p r o p o r t io n a te  s h a re  of 

th e  r u r a l  S o u th .  A n o th e r  g ro u p  o f  c o u n tie s , a lso  in  

N o r th  C a ro lin a ,  w a s  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  t h e  se lf-su ffic ing  

t y p e  o f  f a rm in g  in  th e  A p p a la c h ia n  H ig h la n d s ,  w h ile  

th e  r e m a in in g  tw o  g ro u p s  w e re  lo c a te d  in  G e o rg ia  a n d  

S o u th  C a ro lin a ,  in  a re a s  m o re  ty p ic a l  o f S o u th e rn  f a r m ­

in g  c o n d it io n s .

C o m p a r is o n s  w i th  d a t a  o n  in c o m e  f ro m  f a r m  p ro ­

d u c t io n ,  a v a i la b le  f ro m  th e  B u r e a u  o f A g r ic u l tu ra l  

E c o n o m ic s , le d  to  th e  d e c is io n  to  w e ig h t  th e  s a m p le  

d is t r ib u t io n s  f ro m  th e  f iv e  f a r m  u n i t s  b e fo re  a v e ra g in g , 

in  o rd e r  to  o b ta in  a  f in a l  d is t r ib u t io n  m o re  r e p r e s e n t ­

a t iv e  o f th e  S o u th  a s  a  w h o le . T h e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  

t h e  tw o  N o r th  C a ro l in a  u n i t s  a n d  fo r  th e  M is s iss ip p i 

u n i t  w e re  e a c h  g iv e n  a  w e ig h t  o f  o n e , w h ile  th e  G e o rg ia  

a n d  S o u th  C a ro lin a  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  e a c h  g iv e n  a  

w e ig h t  o f th r e e .

T h e  34 S o u th e rn  v illa g e s  c o v e re d  in  th e  S tu d y  o f
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[T h e  sa m p le  in c o m e  d a ta  a n d  th e  p o p u la tio n  d a ta  for e a c h  q u a lita tiv e  g r ou p  w e re  s u b d iv id e d  on c e  b y  fa m ily  s iz e , a n d  on c e  b y  o c c u p a tio n a l g r o u p ,1 a n d  sep a ra te  d is tr ib u t io n s
p r ep a re d  for e a c h  o f th e s e  sub gr ou p s]

Ta bl e 1A.— S u m m a r y  o f  s a m / p l e  i n c o m e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  u s e d  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l y  p o p u l a t i o n  b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l

C o m m u n i t i e s  c o ve re d  b y  1 
sa m p le  in c o m e  d a ta , b y  r e ­
g io n  a n d  ty p e  o f c o m m u n ity

M e th o d  u se d  in  c o m b in in g  in c o m e  d a ta  for 
c o m m u n itie s  o f  th e  sa m e  ty p e

Q u a lita tiv e  g rou p s  for w h ic h  sa m p le  in ­
c o m e  d is tr ib u tio n s  w e r e  p rep ared

P o p u la tio n  g r ou p s  u se d  to  w e ig h t sa m p le  in c o m e  
d is tr ib u tio n s

N E W  E N G L A N D

L arge  c it ie s:
P r o v id e n c e , R . I .

M id d le -s iz e d  c ities :
N e w  B r it a in , C on n . 
H a v e r h il l, M a ss .

S m a ll c it ies :
W allin gfor d , C on n . 
W illim a n tic , C on n . 
W e stb r o ok , M a in e .  
G re e n fie ld , M a ss .

V illa ge  u n i t s :
V e r m o n t-M a ssa c h u se tts .  

F a r m  u n its :
V e r m o n t— d air y .

A v e ra g ed  p e r c en ta g e d is tr ib u tio n s  from  r e g u ­
lar  sam p le s;  p oo le d  fr e q u e n c y  d is tr ib u tio n s  
from  c lip p e d  sam p le s.

A v e ra g ed  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n s  from  r eg u ­
la r  sa m p le s;  c lip p e d  sa m p le  for W allin gfor d  
o n ly .

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
2. N a t iv e - w h i t e  b r o k e n , fo r e ig n - b o r n

w h ite , N e g r o , a n d  o th e r  color.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  no r m a l.
2. N a t iv e - w h i t e  b r ok e n , fo r e ig n - b o r n

w h ite ,  N e g r o , a n d  o th e r  color.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
2. N a t iv e  - w h ite  b r o k e n , foreign  - b or n

w h it e ,  N e gr o , a n d  o th e r  color.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l.
2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , foreign -born  w h ite , N e g ro .

a n d  o th e r  color.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
2 . N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , foreign -born  w h it e ,  N e g r o ,

a n d  o th e r  color.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n , for eign -bor n  w h it e ,  N e g r o ,

a n d  o th e r  color.

1. A ll  c o lo r -n a tiv ity  g rou p s , n or m a l a n d  b rok e n .

1. A ll  c o lo r -n a t iv ity  g rou p s , n o r m a l a n d  b r ok e n  
(V e r m o n t, M a in e , N e w  H a m p sh ir e , M a ssa ­
c h u se t ts ,  C o n n e c t ic u t , R h o d e  I s la n d ).

N O R T H  C E N T R A L

M etr o p o lise s :
N e w  Y o r k , N .  Y . A ve ra ge d  p e rc en ta g e d is tr ib u t io n  from  regular 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  no r m a l. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
C h ica go , 111. sa m p le s  for  n a t iv e -w h it e  n or m a l;  a ver age d 2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b rok e n . 2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n .

p erc en tage  d is tr ib u tio n s  from  regu lar 3. F ore ign -b o rn  w h ite . 3 . F ore ign -b o rn  w h it e .
sa m p le  in  N e w  Y o r k  a n d  c lip p ed 4. N e g r o  n o r m a l. 4. N e g r o  n o r m a l.
sa m p le  in  C h ic ag o  for N e g ro  n or m a l;  re- 5. N e g r o  b r ok e n . 5 . N e g r o  b rok e n.
m a in d e r  o f  c lip p e d  sa m p le  for C h ic ag o  o n ly . 6. N e g r o  n or m a l vn d  b rok e n  c o m b in e d .2 6. O th e r color.

L arg e c it ies :
C o lu m b u s , O hio . 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  nor m a l. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.

2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n .2 2 . N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n .
3. F ore ign -b o rn  w h ite .3 3 . F ore ign -b o rn  w h it e .
4. N e g r o  n o r m a l. 4 . N e g r o  n o r m a l.
5. N e g r o  b r o k e n .3 5. N e g r o  b r o k e n .
6. N e g r o  n o r m a l a n d  b r ok e n  c o m b in e d .2 6. O th e r color.

M id d le -s iz e d  c it ies :
D u b u q u e ,  Io w a . A ve ra g ed  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n s  fr om  regu lar 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
M u n c ie , In d . sam p les; p o o le d  fr e q u e n c y  d is tr ib u tio n s 2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b rok e n , foreign-born 2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n , for eign -bor n  w h ite , N e g ro ,
N e w  C astle , P a . from  c lip p e d  sam p les . w h ite , N e gr o , a n d  oth er  color. a n d  o th er  color.
S p r in g fie ld , 111.

S m all c it ies :
B e a v e r  F alls , P a . A ve ra ge d  pe rc en tag e  d is tr ib u tio n s  from  regular 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
C o n n e llsv ille , P a . sam p le s;  p o o le d  fr e q u e n c y  d is tr ib u tio n s 2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , foreign-born 2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b rok e n , for eign -bor n  w h ite ,  N e g r o ,
L o g an sp or t, I n d . from  c lip p e d  sam p les . w h it e ,  N e g r o , a n d  o th e r  color. a n d  o th er  c olor.
P e r u , In d .
M a tto o n , 111.

V illa g e  u n it s :
P e n n sy lv a n ia -O h io . A ve ra ge d  p e rc en tag e  d is tr ib u tio n s . 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  no r m a l. 1. A ll c o lo r - n a tiv ity  g r ou p s , n or m a l a n d  br o k e n .
M ic h ig a n -W isc o n s in .
I ll in o is -I o w a .

F a r m  u n it s :
P e n n s y lv a n ia — g e n e ra l. A v e ra g ed  p e rc en tag e  d is tr ib u tio n s . 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l. 1. A ll  c o lo r -n a tiv it y  g rou p s , n or m a l a n d  b r o k e n
O h io —g e n e ra l. (P e n n sy lv a n ia , O h io , a n d  N e w  J e r s e y ) .
M ic h ig a n — d a iry  an d  ge n- A v e ra g ed  p e rc en tag e  d is tr ib u tio n s . 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  no r m a l. 1. A ll c o lo r -n a tiv ity  g rou p s , n o r m a l a n d  b r ok e n

eral. (M ic h ig a n ,  W isc o n s in , N e w  Y o r k , a n d  M in n e -
W  isc o n s in — d a ir y . s o ta ) .
I llin o is— corn or cash grain. A v e ra g ed  p e rc en tag e  d is tr ib u tio n s . 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  no r m a l. 1. A ll  c o lo r -n a tiv it y  g rou p s , n o r m a l a n d  b r o k e n
Io w a — a n im a l s p e c ia lt y . (I l lin o is ,  Io w a , I n d ia n a ,  a n d  M is so u r i) .

S O U T H

L a rg e  c it ie s :
1. N a t iv e -w h ite  no r m a l. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n . 2 . N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n , foreign -born  w h it e .
3. N e g r o  n or m a l. 3. N e g r o  n o r m a l.
4. N e g r o  b r o k e n . 4. N e g r o  b r ok e n .
5. N e g r o  n or m a l a n d  b r o k e n  c o m b in e d .2 5. O th e r color.

M id d le -s iz e d  c it ies :
C o lu m b u s , S . C . A v e ra g ed  p e r c en ta g e d is tr ib u tio n s  from  reg- 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  nor m a l. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  nor m a l.
M o b ile , A la . u lar  sam p le s;  p oo le d  fr e q u e n c y  d is tr ib u tio n s 2 . N a t iv e -w h ite  b rok e n . 2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n , foreign-born  w h ite .

from  c lip p e d  sam p les . 3. N e g r o  n o r m a l. 3. N e g r o  n o r m a l.
4 . N e g r o  b r ok e n . 4. N e g r o  br ok e n.
5. N e g r o  n or m a l a n d  b r ok e n  c o m b in e d .2 5. O th e r color.

S m a ll c it ies :
A lb a n y , G a. A v e ra g ed  p e r c en ta g e d is tr ib u tio n s  from  reg- 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  nor m a l. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
G riffin , G a. u la r  sam p le s;  p o o le d  fr e q u e n c y  d is tr ib u tio n s 2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n . 2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n , foreign-born  w h ite .
G as to n ia , N .  C . fr om  c l ip p e d  sam ples- for A lb a n y  a n d  G as- 3. N e g r o  n or m a l. 3. N e g r o  n or m a l.
S u m te r , S . C . to n ia  o n ly . 4 . N e g r o  b r ok e n . 4. N e g r o  b r ok e n .

5. N e g r o  n or m a l a n d  b rok e n  c o m b in e d .2 5. O th e r color.
V illa g e  u n its :

G eo rg ia -S ou th  C arolina . A v e ra g ed  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n s  after 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite ,  foreign-born  w h ite , n or m a l a n d
N o r th  C ar olina  - M iss is - w e ig h tin g  as  fo llow s: G eorgia a n d  S ou th  C ar- br ok e n.

s ip p i. o lin a , 3; N o r th  C ar olina  a n d  M iss is s ip p i , l . 4 2. N e g r o  n o r m a l. 2. N e g r o  a n d  o th er  co lor, n or m a l a n d  b r ok e n.

1 D a ta  for farm  u n its  w e re  n o t , o f  cou rse, c lassif ie d  b y  th is  factor.
2 I n  o b t a in in g  th e  p e rc en ta g e d is tr ib u t io n  for “ o th er  c olor”  fa m ilie s , th e  sa m p le  d is tr ib u tio n s  for N e g r o  n or m a l a n d  N e g r o  b rok e n  fa m ilie s w e re  w e ig h te d  ac co rd in g  to  th e ir  

r e la tiv e  im p o r ta n c e  in  t h e  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity  w ith in  t h e  r egion .
3 U s e d  c lip p e d  sa m p le  d is tr ib u tio n s  from  C h icago.
4 F or  e x p la n a tio n  o f th e  w e ig h tin g  o f th e  d is tr ib u tio n s  for S o u th er n  v illa g e  a n d  farm  u n it s ,  see  p p . 54 a n d  57.
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Tabl e  1A.— S u m m a r y  o j  s a m p l e  i n c o m e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  } o r  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  u s e d  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l y  p o p u l a t i o n  b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l —

C o n t in u e d

C o m m u n i t i e s  c o ve re d  b y  
sa m p le  in c o m e  d a t a ,  b y  r e ­
g io n  a n d  ty p e  o f c o m m u n ity

M e t h o d  u se d  in  c o m b in in g  in c o m e  d a ta  for 
c o m m u n it ie s  o f  th e  sa m e  ty p e

Q u a lita tiv e  g r ou p s  for w h ic h  sa m p le  in ­
c o m e  d is tr ib u tio n s  w e r e  p rep ared

P o p u la tio n  g r ou p s  u se d  to  w e ig h t sa m p le  in co m e  
d is tr ib u tio n s

SC)U T H — C o n tin u e d

F a r m  u n its :
N o r th  C arolina—self-suffic ­

i n g .5
N o r th  C ar olina— c otton  

a n d  to b a cc o .
S o u th  C a r o l in a --c o t to n  

a n d  to b a c c o .
G eorgia— c o tto n .
M iss iss ip p i— c o tt o n .

A ve ra ge d  pe rc en ta ge  d istrib u tion s  a fter  w e ig h t ­
in g  as  fo llow s: N o r th  C a r olina , self-su ffic in g , 
1; N o r th  C a r olina , c o t to n  a n d  to b ac co , 1; 
M iss is s ip p i , c o tto n , 1; S o u th  C a r olin a , c o t ­
to n  a n d  to b a c c o , 3; G eorgia, c o tto n ,  3 .4

1. N a t iv e -w h it e  n o r m a l operators.

2. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l sharecroppers.
3. N e g r o  n o r m a l op e rator s.

4. N e g r o  n or m a l sharecroppers.

1. A ll  w h ite  operators (N o r th  C ar olina , S ou th
C ar olina , G eorgia, M iss iss ip p i , D e law a re , 
M a r y la n d , V irg in ia , W e st  V ir g in ia , F lor id a , 
K e n tu c k y , T e n n e sse e , A lab am a, A rk an sas , 
L o u is ia n a , O k la h o m a , T e x a s ).

2. A ll  w h it e  sh arecrop p ers  (S ta te s l is t e d  a b o v e ).
3. A ll  N e gr o  a n d  o th er  color operators (S ta te s  lis te d

a b o v e ).
4. A ll N e g r o  a n d  o th er  color sharecroppers (S ta tes

lis te d  a b o v e ) .

M O U N T A I N  A N D  P L A I N S

L arge  c it ie s:
D e n v e r ,  C olo.

M id d le -s iz e d  c ities :
B u t te ,  M o n t.
P u e b lo ,  C olo.

S m a ll  c it ies :
B ill in g s ,  M o n t.
G re ele y , C olo .
L o g an , U ta h .
P r o v o ,  U ta h .
D o d g e  C ity ,  Iow a .

V illa g e  u n its :
K a n sa s-N o r th  D a k o ta .
C olo ra d o -M o n ta n a -S o u th

D a k o ta .
F a r m  u n its :

N o r th  D a k o ta — w h e a t  or  
c a sh  gr ain .

K a n sas— w h e a t  or cash  
grain.

C o lor a d o -M o n tan a -S o u th  
D a k o ta — ran ge  liv e sto c k  

a n d  c ash  grain .

L arge c it ies :
P o r t la n d , O reg.

M id d le -s iz e d  c it ies :
A b e r d e e n - H o q u i a m ,

W ash .
B e ll in g h a m , W ash . 
E v e r e tt , W a sh .

S m a ll  c it ies :
A sto r ia , O reg.
E u g e n e  O reg.
K la m a th  F a lls ,  Oreg. 
O ly m p ia , W ash .

V illa g e  u n its :
C aliforn ia.
O re gon -W a sh ing ton .

F a r m  u n its :
W a sh in g to n — d air y , p o u l ­

tr y .
O regon— ge ner al an d  fr u it. 
C e n tr a l C aliforn ia—fru it 

a n d  d a ir y .
S ou th e rn  C aliforn ia—fruit.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  nor m a l.
2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , foreign-born

w h ite ,  N e g r o , a n d  o th e r  color.

A v e ra g ed  p e r c en ta g e d is tr ib u tio n s  from  r egu ­
lar  sam p le s;  p oo le d  fr e q u e n c y  d is tr ib u tio n s  
from  c lip p e d  sa m p le s .

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  nor m a l.
2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n , foreign-born

w h ite ,  N e g r o , a n d  o th e r  c olor.

A v e ra g ed  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n s  from  r eg u ­
lar  sa m p le s;  c lip p e d  sa m p le  for B illin g s  o n ly .

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al.
2. N a t i v e - w h i t e  b r o k e n ,  foreign-born

w h it e ,  N e gr o , a n d  o th er  color.

A ve ra g ed  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n s . 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l.

P A C I F I C

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al.
2. N a t i v e - w h i t e  b r o k e n ,  foreign-bcrn

w h it e ,  N e gr o , a n d  o th er  color.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l.
2. N a t iv e - w h i t e  b r o k e n , fo r e ig n -b o r n

w h ite ,  N e gr o , a n d  o th e r  color.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l.
2. N a t iv e - w h i t e  b r o k e n ,  fo r e ig n -b o r n

w h ite ,  N e gr o , a n d  o th e r  c o lo r .6

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l.

A ve ra ge d  p e r c en ta g e d is tr ib u tio n s  from  r e g u ­
lar sa m p le s;  p oo le d  fr e q u e n c y  d is tr ib u tio n s  
from  c l ip p e d  sa m p le s .

A v e ra g ed  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n s  from  r egu ­
lar  sa m p le s;  p oo le d  fr eq u e n c y  d is tr ib u tio n s  
from  c lip p e d  sa m p le s  in  m id d le -s iz e d  c itie s  
in  r e gion .6

A v era ge  p e rc en tag e  d is tr ib u tio n s .

A v e ra g e p e rc en tag e  d istr ib u tio n s .

A v e ra g e p erc en tage  d istr ib u tio n s .

1.
2 .

1.
2.

1.
2.

1.

1.

1.

N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l.
N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n , foreign-born  w h ite ,  N e g ro , 

a n d  o th e r  color.

N a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al.
N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , foreign-born  w h ite , N e gro , 

a n d  o th er  color.

N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l.
N a t iv e -w h ite  b rok e n , foreign-born  w h ite , N e g ro , 

a n d  o th er  color.

A ll  c o lc r - n a tiv ity  gr ou p s , n or m a l a n d  br ok e n.

A ll  c o lo r -n a t iv ity  gr ou p s , n o r m a l a n d  b r ok e n  
(N o r th  D a k o ta , S o u th  D a k o ta ).

A ll  c o lo r -n a tiv ity  g rou p s , n o r m a l a n d  b r ok e n  
(K an sa s , N e b r a sk a ).

A ll  c o lo r -n a t iv ity  gr ou p s , n o r m a l a n d  b r ok e n  
(C o lorad o , M o n ta n a , Id a h o , W y o m in g ,  
N e v a d a , U ta h ,  A r izon a , N e w  M e x ic o ).

N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , foreign-born  w h ite , N e g ro , 

a n d  o th er  color.

N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l.
N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , foreign-born  w h it e ,  N e g ro , 

a n d  o th er  color.

N a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al.
N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n , foreign-born  w h ite ,  N e g ro , 

a n d  o th e r  color.

A ll  c o lo r -n a t iv ity  g r ou p s , n o r m a l a n d  br ok e n.

A ll c o lo r -n a tiv ity  g rou p s , n o r m a l a n d  br ok e n, 
(W a sh in g to n  a n d  O regon ).

A ll c o lo r -n a tiv ity  g r ou p s , n orm al a n d  b r ok e n  
(C a lifor n ia).

4 F o r  e x p la n a tio n  o f th e  w e ig h tin g  o f th e  d is tr ib u t io n s  for S o u th e r n  v i lla g e  an d  far m  u n it s ,  se e  p p . 54 a n d  57. 5 W h ite  op erators  o n ly . 6 S ee fo o tn o te  6, p .  57.
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C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  w e re  d ra w n  f ro m  th e  s a m e  g ro u p s  

o f c o u n tie s , e x c e p t  t h a t  n o  v il la g e s  w e re  in c lu d e d  f ro m  

th e  N o r t h  C a ro l in a  A p p a la c h ia n  a re a .  T h e  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  fo r  t h e  v il la g e  u n i t s  w e re  th e re fo re  w e ig h te d  in  a  

s im ila r  m a n n e r ,  th o s e  fo r  th e  G e o rg ia  a n d  S o u th  C a ro ­

l in a  s a m p le s  b e in g  g iv e n  a  t r ip le  w e ig h t,  to  o b ta in  a n  

a v e ra g e  s a m p le  d i s t r ib u t io n  fo r  r u r a l  n o n fa rm  c o m ­

m u n it ie s  in  th e  S o u th .

W h ile  t h e  w e ig h t in g  p ro c e d u re  fo llo w e d  b r o u g h t  th e  

s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  f a r m  a n d  r u r a l  n o n fa rm  fa m i ­

lie s  m o re  a d e q u a te ly  in  l in e  w i th  a v e ra g e  c o n d it io n s  in  

th e  S o u th ,  th e r e  se e m s re a s o n  to  b e lie v e  t h a t  t h e  f in a l 

d is t r ib u t io n s  s o m e w h a t  o v e re s t im a te  th e  in c o m e s  o f 

r u r a l  fa m il ie s  in  th i s  re g io n , a n d  e s p e c ia lly  o f  f a rm  

fa m ilie s . H o w e v e r , s in c e  d e f in ite  e v id e n c e  w a s  n o t  

a v a i la b le  to  s u p p o r t  th i s  o p in io n , n o  f u r th e r  a d ju s tm e n t  

o f  t h e  s a m p le  e s t im a te s  w a s  c o n s id e re d  d e s ir a b le .

S u m m a ry  a n d  I llu s tra t io n  o f  P ro c e d u re

T h e  s u m m a ry  ta b u la t io n  o n  p a g e s  5 5  a n d  56 in d ic a te s , 

fo r  e a c h  c i ty  a n d  t a b u la t io n  u n i t  fo r  w h ic h  t h e  s a m p le  

d a t a  w e re  u s e d ,6 t h e  w a y  in  w h ic h  th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  fo r  c o m m u n it ie s  o f  t h e  s a m e  ty p e  w e re  c o m b in e d , 

th e  q u a l i t a t iv e  g ro u p s  fo r  w h ic h  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  fo r  e a c h  fa m ily -s iz e  g ro u p  a n d  e a c h  o c c u p a t io n a l  

g ro u p  w e re  c a lc u la te d ,  a n d  th e  p o p u la t io n  g ro u p s  u s e d  

to  w e ig h t  t h e  v a r io u s  s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s .  I n  a ll, 1 ,135 

s a m p le  p e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  p r e p a re d  fo r  n o n ­

r e lie f  fa m ilie s . T h e s e  w e re  c o m b in e d  in to  th e  676 p e r ­

c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  s u m m a r iz e d  in  t h e  a c c o m p a n y in g  

t a b le — a g a in s t  w h ic h  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  w e re  a p p lie d  

t o  e x te n d  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  to  t h e  t o ta l  n u m b e r  o f  n o n ­

r e l ie f  fa m il ie s  in  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s .7

P e r h a p s  t h e  s im p le s t  w a y  to  c la r i fy  t h e  p ro c e ss  b y  

w h ic h  t h e  s a m p le  d a t a  w e re  c o m b in e d , a n d  th e n  ex ­

t e n d e d  to  a  n a t io n a l  b a s is ,  is  to  t r a c e  t h e  s e q u e n c e  o f 

s t e p s  f o r  n o n re l ie f  fa m il ie s  o f  o n e  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  

in  o n e  o f  t h e  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s— e . g .,  t h e  m id d le -  

s iz e d  c it ie s  in  t h e  N o r th  C e n t r a l  R e g io n . D a t a  f ro m  

f o u r  s u c h  c i t ie s  c o v e re d  b y  t h e  S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u r ­

c h a se s  w e re  u se d — D u b u q u e ,  Io w a , S p r in g f ie ld , 111., 

M u n c ie , I n d . ,  a n d  N e w  C a s tle ,  P a .  O n ly  n a t iv e -w h ite  

n o r m a l  fa m il ie s  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  t h e  r e g u la r  s a m p le s  fo r  

th e s e  c it ie s .  N a t iv e -w h i te  b ro k e n , fo re ig n -b o rn  w h ite ,  

N e g ro , a n d  o th e r  c o lo r  fa m il ie s  w e re  sa m p le d  le ss  in te n ­

s iv e ly  in  th e  c lip p e d  sa m p le s .

6 D a t a  fr om  th e  fo llo w in g  c o m m u n it ie s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  S tu d y  o f C on su m e r  P u r ­

c h a se s  w e r e  n o t u se d  in  c o n s tr u c t in g  th e  in c o m e  e s t im a t e s ,  e ith e r  b e ca u se  t h e y  w ere  

n o t  a v a ila b le  a t  th e  t im e  th e  s t u d y  w a s  p r ep a re d  or b e ca u se  th e ir  in c lu s io n  w o u ld  

h a v e  a d d e d  u n d u ly  t o  th e  a m o u n t  o f  la b or  in v o lv e d  w ith o u t  a d d in g  m a te r ia lly  t o  th e  

r e p r e s e n ta tiv e n e ss  o f  th e  sa m p le  d ata : O m a h a-C o u n cil B lu ffs , N e b r .-I o w a ; S p r in g - 

f ie ld , M o .;  L in c o ln , 111.; M t .  V e rn o n , O hio; N e w  P h ila d e lp h ia , O hio; B o o n e ,  Io w a ;  

B e a v e r  D a m , W is .;  M o b e r ly ,  M o .;  C o lu m b ia , M o .;  N e w  J e r se y  tr u c k  far m in g , 

M a s s a c h u s e tts  p o u lt r y  fa rm in g , a n d  O regon  p a r t-t im e  fa rm in g  areas . I n  a d d itio n ,  

c l ip p e d  sa m p le  d a ta  from  th e  fo llo w in g  c o m m u n it ie s  w e r e  n o t  u s e d , a lth o u g h  th e  

r egu lar  sa m p le  d a ta  w e r e  u se d : W e stb r o o k , M a in e ; G riffin , G a.; S u m te r , S. C .; 

L o g an , U ta h ;  E u g e n e , O reg.; O ly m p ia ,  W a sh .;  a n d  P e n n s y lv a n ia , M ic h ig a n , I l l i ­

n o is ,  C a lifor n ia , a n d  W a sh in g to n  far m  areas.

7 F or  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  p o p u la tio n  w e ig h ts  for n on r e lie f  fam ilie s , se e  se c . 6.
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F i r s t  S te p .— T h e  s a m p le  d a t a  f ro m  th e  r e g u la r  s a m ­

p le  in  e a c h  o f  th e  fo u r  c it ie s  w e re  c la ss if ied  b y  in c o m e  

le v e l to  g iv e  f r e q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n o n re lie f  

n a t iv e -w h ite  fa m ilie s  (a ll o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  c o m ­

b in e d )  fo r  e a c h  fa m ily -s iz e  g ro u p . T h is  in v o lv e d  c o m ­

b in in g  th e  f r e q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  ty p e s  o f  fa m ily  

c o m p o s i t io n 8 in to  fo u r  fa m ily -s iz e  g ro u p s — tw o -p e rso n  

fa m ilie s , th r e e -  to  fo u r -p e rs o n  fa m ilie s , five- to  s ix- 

p e r s o n  fa m ilie s , a n d  fa m ilie s  o f  se v e n  o r  m o re  p e rs o n s . 

T h is  r e s u l te d  in  16 d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n o n re lie f  n a t iv e -  

w h ite  n o rm a l  fa m ilie s— 4 d is t r ib u t io n s  b y  fa m ily  s ize  fo r  

e a c h  c ity .

S e c o n d  S te p .— A  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n  w a s  th e n  

c a lc u la te d  fo r  e a c h  o f  th e s e  16 f r e q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s ,  

a n d  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  t h e  s a m e  fa m ily -  

size  g ro u p s  in  th e  fo u r  c it ie s  a v e ra g e d  b y  in c o m e  le v e l—  

g iv in g  e q u a l  w e ig h t  to  e a c h  c i ty — to  o b ta in  a  s ing le  

p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  e a c h  size  g ro u p . T h is  p e r ­

c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n  w a s  l a t e r  u se d  in  d i s t r ib u t in g  b y  

in c o m e  le v e l  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f n o n re lie f  n a t iv e -w h ite  

n o r m a l  fa m il ie s  o f t h a t  size  l iv in g  in  m id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s  

in  th e  N o r th  C e n t r a l  R e g io n .

T h ir d  S te p .— D a t a  f ro m  th e  c lip p e d  sa m p le s  fo r  

n a t iv e -w h ite  b ro k e n  fa m il ie s  a n d  fo r  o th e r  c o lo r-n a ­

t i v i t y  g ro u p s  w e re  p o o le d  b y  in c o m e  le v e l,  a n d  th e  

fr e q u e n c ie s  fo r  th e  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f fa m ily  c o m p o s itio n  

c o m b in e d  in to  th e  fo u r  fa m ily -s iz e  g ro u p s . T h is  a lso  

r e s u l te d  in  16 d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n o n re lie f  n a t iv e -w h ite  

b ro k e n , fo re ig n -b o rn  w h ite , N e g ro , a n d  o th e r  c o lo r  

fa m ilie s— fo u r  d is t r ib u t io n s  b y  fa m ily  size  fo r  e a c h  c ity .

F o u r th  S te p .— T h e  f r e q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  th e  

sa m e  fa m ily -s iz e  g ro u p s  in  th e  fo u r  c itie s  w e re  th e n  

p o o le d , b y  in c o m e  le v e l, to  g iv e  a  s in g le  f r e q u e n c y  d is ­

t r ib u t io n  fo r  e a c h  size  o f  fa m ily , f ro m  w h ic h  a  p e r ­

c e n ta g e  d i s t r ib u t io n  w a s  c a lc u la te d .  T h is  d is t r ib u t io n  

w a s  u se d  to  d is t r ib u te  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  

o f n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  o f  t h a t  size  in  a ll c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  

g ro u p s  o th e r  t h a n  th e  n a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l  fa m ilie s , 

l iv in g  in  m id d le -s iz e d  c itie s  in  th e  N o r th  C e n t r a l  R e g io n .

V a r ia t io n s  in  P ro c e d u re

A s a p p e a rs  f ro m  th e  s u m m a ry  ta b u la t io n ,  th e  c o lo r-  

n a t i v i t y  g ro u p in g s  fo r  th o s e  c o m m u n itie s  in  w h ic h  a  

r e g u la r  N e g ro  s a m p le  w a s  t a k e n  a n d  fo r  th o s e  in  w h ic h  

n o  c lip p e d  s a m p le  w a s  ta k e n  w e re  s o m e w h a t  d if fe re n t  

f ro m  th o s e  d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e  fo r  N o r th  C e n t r a l  m id d le -  

s iz e d  c itie s .

T h u s  in  th e  S o u th , s e p a r a te  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  

w e re  p re p a re d  fo r  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  o f  e a c h  size  g ro u p  

fo r  n a t iv e -w h ite  n o rm a l,  fo r  n a t iv e -w h ite  b ro k e n , fo r  

N e g ro  n o rm a l ,  a n d  fo r  N e g ro  b ro k e n  fa m ilie s . B e c a u se  

o f  th e  v e r y  s m a ll  n u m b e r  o f  fo re ig n -b o rn  a n d  o th e r  

c o lo r  fa m il ie s  in  th e  S o u th ,  n o  s e p a r a te  in c o m e  d is -

8 F or  d e sc r ip tio n  o f ty p e s  o f  fa m ily  c o m p o sitio n  u se d  in  th e  S tu d y  o f C on su m e r  

P u r c h a se s , s e e  p . 43.
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Tabl e  2A.— S u m m a r y  o f  t h e  6 7 6  s a m p l e  p e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s

f o r  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  a g a i n s t  w h i c h  p o p u l a t i o n  w e i g h t s  w e r e

a p p l i e d  1

(i ) ( 2 ) (3)

R e g io n  a n d  ty p e  o f c o m m u n ity

N e w  E n g la n d :
L arge  c it ie s _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ ____
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _
S m a ll c i t i e s . -------- ------------
R u r a l n o n fa r m ____________
F a r m . . ------- --------------------

T o t a l . _______ __________

N o r th  C e ntra l:
M e t r o p o l i s e s ------- ------------
L arge c i t ie s _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s -------------
S m a ll c i t i e s . ------ ---------------
R u r a l n on fa r m ____________

{
P e n n s y l v a n i a- O h io__
M  ich iga n -W  isc on sin . _ _ 
I ll in o is - I o w a ... .............

T o t a l ........................... ..........

S o u th :
L arge  c it ie s _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ ____
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s -------------
S m a ll c it ie s _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
R u r al n on fa r m ____ ____ ___

F a r m i0 p e r a to r s ----------------t  arm |s h a r e c r o p p e r s_______

T o t a l_______ ____ ______

M o u n ta in  an d  P la in s:
L arge  c it ie s _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s _ __ __ __ __
S m a ll c it ie s .. ............... .............
R u r al n on fa r m ------------------

(N o r th  D a k o ta ..............
Farm < K a n sa s _ __ __ __ __ __ __

[C o lor a d o -M o n ta n a ----

T o t a l__________________

P acific:
L arge  c i t ie s ........ ............ ..........
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _
S m a ll  c it ie s _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
R u r a l n o n fa r m ____________

a sh in g to n -O r e g o n .. _ 
*  a rm \C a lifo r n ia ____

T o ta l____________

T o ta l U n ite d  S ta tes .

C olor- 
n a t iv i t y  
g r o u p s 2

F a m ily -s iz e  
g r ou p s  for 
e ach  color- 

n a t iv ity  
group

O c cu p a tio n a l 
g rou p s  for 
e ac h  color- 

n a t iv ity  
gr ou p  3

T o ta l
gr ou p s

1 F or su m m a r y  o f p o p u la tio n  w e ig h ts  a s r ela te d  to  n u m b e r  of fam ilie s  in  th e  va r io u s  
sa m p le  d is tr ib u t io n s ,  se e  ta b le s  10A  a n d  11A.

2 1 c o lo r -n a t iv ity  gr ou p  m e a n s  n a t iv e -w h it e  n or m a l; 2 m e a n s  (1) n a t iv e -w h ite  
n or m a l a n d  (2) all o th er  c o lo r -n a t iv ity  g r ou p s  c o m b in e d ; 5 m e a n s  (1) n a t iv e -w h ite  
n o r m a l, (2) n a tiv e -w h ite  b rok e n  (w ith  foreign-born  w h ite  p o p u la tio n  w e ig h ts  also  
a p p lie d ) , (3) N e g r o  n or m a l, (4) N e g r o  b r o k e n , a n d  (5) “ o th er  c o lor ” ; 6 m e a n s  (1) 
n a t iv e -w h it e  n or m a l, (2) n a t iv e -w h it e  b r o k e n , (3) foreign-born  w h ite , (4) N e gro  
n o r m a l, (5) N e g r o  b r ok e n  an d  (6) “o th e r  c o lo r .”

3 F or  farm  u n i t s  th e  o c c u p a tio n a l gr ou p  is  im p lic it  in  th e  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity .  For  
rural n on far m  c o m m u n it ie s , fa m ilie s r ec e iv in g  th e  larg est a m o u n t o f th e ir  in c o m e  from  
far m in g  w e re  c lass if ie d  se p a r a te ly  from  th e  in d e p e n d e n t u n e m p lo y e d , m a k in g  8 
o c cu p a tio n a l groups; for u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s  b o t h  of th e se  gr ou p s  w e re  in c lu d e d  u n d er  
“ o th er  o c c u p a tio n a l g r ou p s .”

t r ib u t io n s  w e re  c a lc u la te d  fo r  th e s e  tw o  g ro u p s .  T h e  

s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n a t iv e -w h ite  b ro k e n  fa m ilie s  

w e re  u s e d  to  d is t r ib u te  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  th e  fo re ig n - 

b o r n  w h i te  fa m il ie s  in  t h e  S o u th ,  s in c e  i t  a p p e a re d —  

fro m  th e  s e p a r a te  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  fo re ig n -b o rn  w h ite  

fa m il ie s  c o m p u te d  fo r  N o r th  C e n t r a l  m e tro p o lis e s —  

t h a t  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f fo re ig n -b o rn  fa m il ie s  b y  in c o m e  

le v e l  w a s  m o re  l ik e  th e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  n a t iv e -w h ite  

b ro k e n  fa m il ie s  t h a n  fo r  n a t iv e -w h i te  n o r m a l  fa m ilie s . 

F o r  s im ila r  re a s o n s , th e  s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  N e g ro  

fa m il ie s  (n o rm a l a n d  b ro k e n  c o m b in e d ) w e re  u se d  to

d is t r ib u te  b y  in c o m e  le v e l th e  o th e r  c o lo r  fa m il ie s  in  

th e  S o u th .

F o r  m e tro p o l is e s  a n d  la rg e  c itie s  in  th e  N o r th  C e n ­

t r a l  R e g io n , s e p a r a te  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  p r e ­

p a r e d  fo r  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  o f  e a c h  size  g ro u p  fo r  n a t iv e -  

w h i te  n o rm a l ,  fo r  n a t iv e -w h i te  b ro k e n , fo r  fo re ig n -b o rn  

w h ite ,  fo r  N e g ro  n o rm a l ,  a n d  fo r  N e g ro  b ro k e n  fa m ilie s . 

A s  in  th e  S o u th ,  a  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  N e g ro  

n o rm a l  a n d  b ro k e n  fa m il ie s  c o m b in e d  w a s  u s e d  to  

d i s t r ib u te  o th e r  c o lo r  fa m il ie s  b y  in c o m e  lev e l.

C lip p e d  s a m p le  d a t a  w e re  n o t  a v a i la b le  fo r  a n y  

v illa g e  u n i t  a n d  fo r  v e r y  fe w  f a r m  u n i ts .  H e n c e  i t  w a s  

n e c e s s a ry  to  u se  th e  s a m p le  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  

fo r  n a t iv e -w h i te  n o rm a l  fa m il ie s  to  d is t r ib u te  b y  in c o m e  

le v e l  fa m il ie s  o f  a ll c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  g ro u p s  in  th e s e  ty p e s  

o f c o m m u n ity ,  e x c e p t  in  th e  S o u th ,  w h e re  N e g ro  

fa m il ie s  w e re  c o v e re d  in  th e  r e g u la r  s a m p le . S in ce  

th e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  fo re ig n -b o rn , N e g ro , a n d  o th e r  c o lo r  

fa m il ie s  is  c o m p a ra t iv e ly  s m a ll  in  m o s t  r u r a l  a re a s  th e  

d e g re e  o f  e r ro r  in t ro d u c e d  in to  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  

fo r  v il la g e  a n d  f a rm  fa m il ie s  b y  th is  p ro c e d u re  c o u ld  

n o t  b e  v e r y  g re a t .

C o m b in in g  th e  D is tr ib u tio n s  

fo r  C o m p o n e n t  G ro u p s

O n c e  h a v in g  a p p l ie d  th e  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  fo r  n o n ­

re lie f  fa m ilie s  a g a in s t  t h e  s a m p le  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u ­

tio n s , i t  w a s  p o s s ib le  to  c o m b in e  t h e  w e ig h te d  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  b y  a d d in g  th e  f re q u e n c ie s  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  lev e l. 

I n  th is  w a y  f r e q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  o b ta in e d  fo r  

e a c h  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  in  e a c h  re g io n  a n d  in  th e  to t a l  

U n i te d  S ta te s ,  fo r  e a c h  fa m ily  s iz e  g ro u p  a n d  fo r  o th e r  

b ro a d  g ro u p s  o f  n o n re lie f  fa m ilie s . P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r i ­

b u t io n s  w e re  t h e n  c a lc u la te d  fo r  e a c h  o f th e s e  g ro u p s .

A s  in d ic a te d  e a rl ie r ,  s a m p le  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  

e a c h  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p  (a ll fa m ily  s iz es  c o m b in e d ) 

w e re  c a lc u la te d  fo r  th e  sa m e  c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  a n d  fa m ily  

c o m p o s itio n  g ro u p s  fo r  w h ic h  fa m ily -s iz e  d is t r ib u t io n s  

w e re  p re p a re d . T h e s e  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  c o m b in e d  a n d  

w e ig h te d  in  th e  sa m e  m a n n e r  a s  w e re  th e  fa m ily -s iz e  

d is t r ib u t io n s .

T h e  f r e q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  re lie f  fa m il ie s  (d is ­

c u s se d  in  th e  n e x t  s e c tio n ) w e re  f in a lly  a d d e d  to  th o s e  

fo r  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  re g io n , a n d  th e  re g io n a l  

d is t r ib u t io n s  c o m b in e d  to  o b ta in  th e  n a t io n a l  d i s t r i ­

b u t io n  fo r  a ll fa m il ie s  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s .

C h e c k in g  D is tr ib u tio n s  w ith  D a t a  

fro m  N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  S u rv e y

S a m p le  d a t a  o n  th e  in c o m e s  o f fa m il ie s  fo r  th e  y e a r  

1935 w e re  a v a i la b le  f ro m  th e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y  

re c e n t ly  c o n d u c te d  b y  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  P u b lic  H e a l th  

S e rv ic e  in  84  c itie s  a n d  23 r u r a l  a re a s .  T h e  e s t im a te d  

in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n o n re lie f  fa m ilie s  o b ta in e d  in
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t h e  p re s e n t  s tu d y  w e re  c o m p a re d  w ith  th e  d a t a  fro m  

th e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y  fo r  e a c h  o f  fo u r  ty p e s  o f 

c o m m u n i ty — m e tro p o lis e s , la rg e  c itie s ,  m id d le -s iz e d  

c i t ie s  a n d  s m a ll  c itie s— w ith in  e a c h  re g io n .

I n  m a k in g  th e  c o m p a r is o n  o f  th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  

o b ta in e d  i n  th e  tw o  s tu d ie s  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u ­

t io n s  fo r  t h e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y  c itie s  o f th e  sa m e  

size  a n d  re g io n  w e re  a v e ra g e d  b y  in c o m e  le v e l, e a c h  

d is t r ib u t io n  b e in g  g iv e n  e q u a l  w e ig h t.  T h e  r e s u l t in g  

d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  p lo t te d  a n d  c o m p a re d  w i th  th e  in ­

c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  c u rv e s  o b ta in e d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  

fo r  th e  s a m e  s izes  o f  c i ty  w i th in  th e  s a m e  re g io n s . T h e s e  

c o m p a r is o n s  sh o w e d  c lo se  s im i la r i ty  in  th e  v a r ia t io n s  

in  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  f ro m  o n e  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity  a n d  

re g io n  to  a n o th e r ,  a l th o u g h  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fro m  th e  

N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y  w e re  c o n s is te n t ly  lo w e r t h a n  

th o s e  b a s e d  o n  d a t a  f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r 

P u rc h a s e s .

T h is  d iffe re n c e  w a s  d u e , in  p a r t  a t  le a s t ,  to  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e  d e f in itio n  o f in c o m e  u se d  in  th e  N a t io n a l  

H e a l th  S u rv e y  d id  n o t  in c lu d e  c e r ta in  i te m s  in c lu d e d  

in  in c o m e  b y  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s — e. g ., 

t h e  im p u te d  v a lu e  o f  th e  o c c u p a n c y  o f a n  o w n e d  h o m e —  

a n d  a lso  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  o n e -p e rs o n  fa m il ie s  w e re  

in c lu d e d  in  t h e  d is t r ib u t io n s  f ro m  th e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  

S u rv e y . T h e  d a t a  f ro m  t h a t  s tu d y ,  m o re o v e r , w e re

re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f th e  y e a r  1935 r a t h e r  t h a n  1 9 3 5 -3 6 . 

F u r th e r m o r e ,  th e  in c o m e  d a t a  in  th e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  

S u rv e y  re p re s e n te d  o n ly  a  g lo b a l  e s t im a te  o f  in c o m e  

re c e iv e d , e a c h  fa m ily  h a v in g  b e e n  a s k e d  to  in d ic a te  in  

w h ic h  o f  s e v e ra l  b ro a d  in c o m e  in te r v a ls  i t s  in c o m e  fo r  

th e  y e a r  fell.

C o m p a r is o n s  o f  th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o b ta in e d  in  

th e  tw o  s tu d ie s  fo r  N e g ro  a n d  fo r  w h i te  fa m il ie s  i n  th e  

sa m e  re g io n  a n d  d e g re e  o f  u rb a n iz a t io n  re v e a le d  th e  

sa m e  g e n e ra l  s im i la r i ty  in  v a r ia t io n s  b e tw e e n  c o lo r-  

n a t i v i t y  g ro u p s , a n d  th e  s a m e  te n d e n c y  fo r  th e  d is t r i ­

b u t io n s  f ro m  th e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y  to  r u n  lo w e r 

t h a n  th o s e  b a s e d  o n  d a t a  f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  

P u rc h a s e s .  N o  a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  to  c o m p a re  th e  

in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  d if fe re n t  fa m ily -s iz e  g ro u p s  

a n d  fo r  d if fe re n t  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  b e c a u s e  th e  

c la ss if ic a tio n s  u se d  in  th e  tw o  s tu d ie s  d id  n o t  c o r re ­

s p o n d  c lo se ly .

B e c a u se  o f  th e  c o n s id e ra b le  d iffe re n c e s  in  d e f in itio n  

o f in c o m e  a n d  in  t h e  m e th o d  o f c la ss ify in g  fa m il ie s  b y  

in c o m e  le v e l  in  th e  tw o  s tu d ie s ,  a n d  th e  d if fe re n c e  in  

th e  1 2 -m o n th  p e r io d  c o v e re d  b y  t h e  d a ta ,  i t  w a s  n o t  

c o n s id e re d  d e s ira b le  to  m a k e  a n y  a d ju s tm e n t s  o f  th e  

e s t im a te d  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  to  

b r in g  th e s e  in to  c lo se r  a g re e m e n t  w i th  th e  f in d in g s  o f 

th e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y .



SECTION  4, THE SAM PLE DISTRIBU TION S FOR

RELIEF FA M I LI ES

R e lie f  fa m ilie s , d e fin e d  to  in c lu d e  fa m il ie s  t h a t  h a d  

re c e iv e d  a n y  ty p e  o f  p u b l ic  o r  p r iv a t e  re l ie f  a t  a n y  t im e  

d u r in g  t h e  y e a r ,1 w e re  in c lu d e d  in  b o th  t h e  r e g u la r  a n d  

th e  c lip p e d  r a n d o m  in c o m e  sa m p le s  o f  t h e  S tu d y  of 

C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s ,  so  t h a t  th e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d a t a  

w e re  c o m p a ra b le  in  c o v e ra g e  to  th o s e  fo r  n o n re lie f  

fa m ilie s . H o w e v e r , t h e  in f o r m a tio n  o n  t h e  in c o m e s  o f 

re l ie f  fa m il ie s  w a s  in c o m p le te , in  t h a t  t h e  fa m il ie s  w e re  

n o t  a s k e d  to  s p e c ify  th e  v a lu e  o f  d i r e c t  re l ie f  re c e iv e d  

e i th e r  in  c a s h  o r  in  th e  fo rm  o f g o o d s  a n d  se rv ic e s . 

I n f o r m a t io n  w a s  o b ta in e d , f ro m  a ll o f  th e  fa m ilie s  

in te rv ie w e d , o n  e a rn in g s  f ro m  F e d e ra l  E m e rg e n c y  

R e lie f  A d m in is tr a t io n  w o rk  re l ie f  p ro je c ts  a n d  fro m  

W o rk s  P ro g re s s  A d m in is tr a t io n ,  C iv i l ia n  C o n s e rv a tio n  

C o rp s ,  a n d  P u b l ic  W o rk s  A d m in is tr a t io n  e m p lo y m e n t ,  

a n d  o n  a ll  fo rm s  o f  n o n re l ie f  in c o m e , b u t  i t  w a s  f e l t  

t h a t  q u e s t io n s  re g a r d in g  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  d i r e c t  re l ie f  

b e n e fi ts  c o u ld  n o t  o r  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a n s w e re d  a c c u ra te ly  

b y  t h e  fa m ilie s .

C la s s if ic a t io n  o f  F a m ilie s  in  S a m p le  D a t a

T h e  o m is s io n  o f  d i r e c t  re l ie f  in c o m e  m a d e  i t  n e c e s ­

s a r y  to  t a b u la t e  s e p a r a te ly  t h e  in c o m e  d a t a  fo r  re lie f  

a n d  fo r  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  c o m m u n ity .  T h e  

s a m p le  in c o m e  d a t a  fo r  re l ie f  fa m il ie s  h a d  n o t  b e e n  

fu l ly  a n a ly z e d  b y  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  

a t  th e  t im e  th i s  r e p o r t  w a s  u n d e r ta k e n ,  so  t h a t  sp e c ia l 

t a b u la t io n s — in  $ 100  in te rv a ls — w e re  s u p p l ie d  b y  th e  

tw o  b u r e a u s  c o n d u c t in g  th e  s tu d y .  T h e s e  t a b u la t io n s  

c o v e re d  n a t iv e - w h i te  n o r m a l  fa m il ie s  in  m o s t  o f  th e  

s a m p le  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  N e g ro  n o r m a l  fa m il ie s  in  

c o m m u n it ie s  w h e re  th e y  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  re g u la r  

s a m p le — i. e ., in  S o u th e rn  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  in  tw o  

N o r t h  C e n t r a l  c it ie s— N e w  Y o rk  C i ty  a n d  C o lu m b u s , 

O h io . T h e y  p ro v id e d  n o  b r e a k  b y  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p  

o r  b y  fa m ily  s iz e .2

S im ila r  ta b u la t io n s  fo r  r e lie f  fa m ilie s  c o n ta c te d  in  th e  

c l ip p e d  s a m p le  w e re  m a d e  b y  t h e  N a t io n a l  R e so u rc e s  

C o m m it te e  d ir e c t ly  fro m  th e  fa m ily  sc h e d u le s , w h ic h  

w e re  lo a n e d  b y  th e  b u r e a u s  fo r  th is  p u rp o se . D a t a  fo r

1 F o r  fu r th e r  d e fin it io n  o f r e lief  fa m ily , se e  p .  42.

2 F o r  l i s t  o f  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  q u a li ta tiv e  g rou p s  for w h ic h  r e lief  sa m p le  in com e  

d is tr ib u t io n s  w e r e  p rep a re d , se e  su m m a r y  ta b u la t io n  o n  p p .  61-62.

6 0

a ll s u c h  fa m ilie s— n a t iv e -w h ite  b ro k e n , N e g ro  b ro k e n , 

fo re ig n -b o rn , a n d  o th e r  c o lo r  fa m ilie s— w e re  p o o le d , 

a n d  o n e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  p re p a re d  fo r  t h e  e n t i r e  

c lip p e d  s a m p le  in  a  c o m m u n ity ,  o r— w h e re  c lip p e d  

s a m p le s  fo r  m o re  t h a n  o n e  c o m m u n ity  o f th e  s a m e  ty p e  

w e re  u s e d — in  o n e  ty p e  o f c o m m u n i ty  w ith in  th e  re g io n .

C o m b in in g  th e  S a m p le  D a t a

W h e n  p e rc e n ta g e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  a v a i la b le  

fo r  th e  sa m e  q u a l i ta t iv e  g ro u p  fo r  tw o  o r  m o re  c o m ­

m u n it ie s  o f  th e  s a m e  ty p e  w ith in  a  re g io n — e. g ., fo r  

n a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l  fa m il ie s  in  m id d le -s iz e d  c i t ie s  in  

th e  N o r th  C e n t r a l  R e g io n — th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  

a v e ra g e d , g iv in g  e a c h  d is t r ib u t io n  e q u a l  w e ig h t ,3 to  

o b ta in  th e  s a m p le  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n  f in a lly  u s e d  in  

d is t r ib u t in g  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  re lie f  

fa m ilie s  b e lo n g in g  to  t h a t  q u a l i t a t iv e  g ro u p .

A p a r t  f ro m  c e r ta in  m in o r  d e v ia t io n s  c a u s e d  b y  th e  

la c k  o f re l ie f  t a b u la t io n s  fo r  a  fe w  s a m p le  a r e a s ,4 th e  

p ro c e d u re s  fo llow e d  in  c o m b in in g  a n d  w e ig h tin g  th e  

s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  re lie f  fa m il ie s  w e re  s im ila r  to  

th e s e  d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  p re c e d in g  s e c tio n  fo r  n o n re lie f  

fam ilie s . In c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s — in  $ 100  in te r v a ls  a n d  

e x c lu s iv e  o f  d ir e c t  re l ie f— w e re  th u s  o b ta in e d  fo r  e a c h  

ty p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  w ith in  e a c h  re g io n .

A s  in d ic a te d  b e lo w , e s t im a te s  o f t h e  v a lu e  o f d i r e c t  

re l ie f  o m i t te d  f ro m  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  c o u ld  b e  m a d e  

o n ly  fo r  tw o  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n i ty  w ith in  a  re g io n . I t  

w a s  th e re fo re  n e c e s s a ry  to  e ffe c t a  f u r th e r  c o m b in a t io n  

o f t h e  re lie f  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  b e fo re  th e y  c o u ld  b e  

a d ju s te d  b y  th e  a d d i t io n  o f d ir e c t  re lie f  in c o m e . W i th ­

in  e a c h  re g io n , th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  fa rm s , r u r a l  n o n -  

f a rm  a re a s , a n d  s m a ll  c it ie s  w e re  c o m b in e d  in to  o n e  d is ­

t r ib u t io n ,  a n d  th o s e  fo r  o th e r  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n i ty  in to  

a n o th e r .  S in c e  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  e a c h  

ty p e  o f c o m m u n i ty  h a d  a lr e a d y  b e e n  w e ig h te d  b y  t h e  

a p p r o p r ia te  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s ,  th e s e  c o m b in a t io n s  

c o u ld  b e  m a d e  b y  a d d in g  th e  fr e q u e n c ie s  a t  e a ch  in c o m e  

lev e l.

3 E x c e p t for farm  a n d  v i lla g e  u n its  in  th e  S o u th , w h ic h  w e r e  w e ig h te d  in  th e  sa m e  

w a y  th a t th e  n on r elief  d is tr ib u tio n s  for th e s e  u n its  w e r e  w e ig h te d . F or  e x p la n atio n , 

see  p p . 54 a n d  57.

4 T h e  sa m p le  c o m m u n it ie s  for w h ic h  sp e c ia l r e lief  ta b u la t io n s  w e re  n o t a v a ila b le  

are in d ic a te d  in  th e  fo o tn o te s  to  th e  su m m a r y  ta b u la t io n  o n  p p .  61-62.
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T h e  sa m p le  in c o m e  d a ta  a n d  th e  p o p u la tio n  d a ta  for r e lie f  fa m ilie s  w e re  n o t s u b d iv id e d  b y  fa m ily  s iz e  or b y  o c cu p a tio n a l gr ou p , so  th a t  o n ly  on e  in c o m e  d is tr ib u tio n , r ep r ese n tin g
a l l  fa m ily  s iz e s  a n d  a l l  o cc u p a tio n a l g r ou p s  c o m b in e d , w a s  pr ep a re d  for ea ch  q u a lita tiv e  gr ou p ]

C o m m u n itie s  c o ve re d  b y  sa m ­
p le  in c o m e  d a ta , b y  region  
a n d  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n it y

M e t h o d  u s e d  in  c o m b in in g  in c o m e  d a ta  for 
c o m m u n itie s  o f  th e  sam e  ty p e

Q u a lita tiv e  g rou p s  for w h ic h  sa m p le  in ­
c o m e  d is tr ib u tio n s  w e r e  p rep ared

P o p u la tio n  g rou p s  u se d  to  w e ig h t sa m p le  in c o m e  
d is tr ib u tio n s

N E W  E N G L A N D

L arge  c ities :
P r o v id e n ce , R . I. 

M id d le -s iz e d  c it ies :

1.
2.

N a t iv e -w h ite  nor m a l.
N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , foreign-born  

w h ite , N e g r o , a n d  o th er  color.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l.
2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , foreign-born  w h it e ,  N egro.

a n d  o th er  color.

N e w  B r ita in , C on n . A v e r a g e d  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n s  from  reg- 1 . N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.1 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
H a v e r h il l, M a ss . 

S m a ll c it ie s :

u lar sa m p le s  in  sm a ll c it ie s ;1 p o o le d  fr e ­
q u e n c y  d is tr ib u tio n s  from  c lip p ed  sam ple s  
i n  N e w  B r ita in  a n d  H a v e r h ill.

2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , foreign-born  
w h ite , N e gr o , a n d  o th er  color.

2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , for eign -bor n  w h ite ,  N e g ro , 
a n d  o th er  color.

W a llin gfor d , C on n . A veraged  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n s  from  regu lar 1 . N a t iv e -w h ite  nor m a l. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
W il lim a n t ic , C on n . sam p les; c lip p e d  sa m p le  for W allin g for d 2. N a t iv e  - w h ite  b r o k e n , foreign  - b or n 2 . N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n , foreign-born  w h ite ,  N e gro
W e stb r o o k , M a in e .  
G re en fie ld , M a ss .  

V illa g e  u n its :

o n ly . w h ite ,  N e gr o , a n d  o th er  color. a n d  o th er  color.

V e r m o n t-M a ssa c h u se tts .  
F a r m  u n its :

1 . N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l. 1. A ll  c o lo r -n a t iv ity  gr ou p s , n or m a l a n d  b r ok e n .

V e r m o n t—d air y . 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l. 1. A ll  c o lo r -n a t iv ity  g rou p s , n o r m a l an d  b r ok e n  
(M e .,  N .  H .,  V t . ,  M a s s .,  R . I . ,  C o n n .) .

N O R T H  C E N T R A L

M e tro p o lises :
N e w  Y o r k , N .  Y . A ve ra ge d  pe rc en tag e  d is tr ib u tio n s  from  regular 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
C h ic ag o , 111. sa m p le  for n a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al; N e g r o  nor- 2. N e g r o  norm aL 2. N e g r o  n o r m a l.

m a l for N e w  Y o r k  o n ly ; c lip p ed  sa m p le 3. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , N e g r o  br ok e n, 3. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n , N e g ro  b rok e n , for eign

L arge c ities :
C o lu m b u s  O hio.

for C h ica go  o n ly . foreign-born  w h ite ,  a n d  o th er  color. 

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.

b or n  w h ite ,  a n d  o th er  color. 

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l.

M id d le -s iz e d  c ities : 
D u b u q u e , Iow a . A ve ra g ed  p e rc en ta g e d is tr ib u tio n s  from  regu-

2. N e g r o  n orm al.
3 . N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n , N e g r o  b rok e n ,

foreign-born  w h ite ,  a n d  o th er  color.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.

2. N e g r o  n or m a l.
3. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n , N e g r o  b rok e n , foreign-

b or n  w h ite , a n d  o th er  color.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l.
M u n c ie , Ind . la r  sam p le s;  p oo le d  fr eq u e n c y  d is tr ib u tio n s 2 . N a t i v e - w h i t e  b r o k e n ,  foreign-born  

w h ite ,  N e gr o , a n d  o th er  color.
2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n , foreign-born  w h it e ,  N e g ro ,

N e w  C a stle , Pa. from  c lip p e d  sam p les . a n d  o th er  color.
S p r in g fie ld , 111.2 

S m all c it ies :
B e a v e r  F a lls , P a . A v e r a g e d  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n s  from  regu- 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
C o n n e llsv il le , P a . lar sam p le s;  p oo le d  fr eq u e n c y  d is tr ib u tio n s 2. N a t i v e - w h i t e  b r o k e n ,  foreign-born 2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , foreign-born  w h it e ,  N egro ,
L o g an sp or t, In d . from  c lip p e d  sam ple s. w h it e ,  N e gr o , a n d  o th er  color. a n d  o th er  color.
P e r u , In d .
M a t to o n , 111. 

V illa g e  u n its :
P e n n s y lv a n ia -  O hio . A ve ra g ed  p erc en tage  d is trib u tion s. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l. 1. A ll  color n a t iv i t y  gr ou p s , n or m a l a n d  b r ok e n.
M ic h ig a n -W  isc on s in . 
I llin o is -Io w a .

F a r m  u n its :
P e n n s y lv a n ia —general. A ve ra g ed  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n s . I . N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l. 1. A ll  c o lo r -n a t iv ity  g rou p s , n o r m a l a n d  b r ok e n
O h io—general.
M ic h ig a n — d a ir y  an d  ge n ­

eral.
W  isc o n s in —d a ir y . 
I llin o is— corn  or c ash  grain .

A ve ra ge d  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n s . 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
(P a .,  O hio , N .  J .) .

1. A ll  c o lo r -n a t iv ity  g rou p s , n o r m a l an d  broken

A ve ra ge d  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n s . 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
(M ic h .,  W is . , N .  Y .,  M in n .) .

1. A ll  c o lo r -n a tiv ity  g rou p s , n or m a l a n d  b r ok e n
Io w a — a n im a l sp e c ia lty . (111., Io w a , I n d .,  M o .) .

S O U T H

L a rg e c ities :
A tla n ta ,  G a. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.

2. N e g ro  n orm al.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite ,  foreign-born  w h ite , n or m a l an d
b r ok e n .

2. N e g r o  a n d  o th er  color, n or m a l a n d  br ok e n.
M id d le -s iz e d  c ities :

C olu m b u s, S . C . 
M o b ile , A la .

A v e ra g ed  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n s . 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.

2. N e g r o  n orm al.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite ,  for eign -bor n  w h ite , n or m a l an d
b r ok e n .

2. N e g r o  a n d  o th er  color, n o r m a l a n d  b r ok e n.
S m a ll c it ies :

A lb a n y ,  G a. 
G riffin , G a.

A ve ra g ed  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n s . 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite , foreign-born  w h it e ,  n o r m a l an d  
br ok e n.

G a s to n ia , N .  C. 2. N e g r o  nor m a l 2. N e g r o  a n d  o th er  color, n or m a l a n d  b r ok e n.
S u m ter , S . C . 

V illa g e  u n its :
G eo rg ia -S ou th  C arolina . 
N o r th  C ar olina  - M iss is -

A ve ra g ed  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u t io n s .4 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite ,  for eign -bor n  w h ite , n or m a l an d  
b r ok e n .

s ip p i. 2. N e g r o  n orm al. 2. N e g r o  a n d  o th e r  color, n o r m a l a n d  br ok e n.
F a r m  u n its :

N o r th  C ar olina—self-suf ­
fic in g . 3

N o r th  C arolina— c o tto n

A v e ra g ed  p e rc en tag e  d is tr ib u t io n s .4 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l. 1. A ll  w h ite  op e ra tor s ( N .  C ., S . C ., G a., M is s .,  
D e l. ,  M d .,  V a .,  W . V a .,  F la . ,  K y .,  T e n n .,  A la ., 
A r k ., L a ., O k la ., T e x .) .

a n d  tob acc o. 2. N a t iv e -w h ite  nor m a l sharecroppers. 2. A ll  w h ite  sh arecrop p ers  (S ta te s  l is te d  a b o v e ) .
S o u th  C a r olin a— c o tto n  

a n d  tob acc o.
3. N e g r o  n o rm a l operators. 3. A l l N e g r o  a n d  o th e r  color op erators  (S ta te s  lis te d  

a b o v e ).
G eorgia— c o tton . 
M iss iss ip p i— c o tton .

4. N e gr o  n or m a l sharecroppers. 4. A ll  N e g r o  a n d  o th er  color shar ec rop p e rs  (S ta te s  
l is te d  a b o v e ).

1 S p e c ia l r e lie f  ta b u la t io n s  for r egu lar  s a m p le  n o t a v a ila b le  a t  th e  t im e  th is  r ep or t w a s  p rep ared . U s e d  p e rc en ta g e d is tr ib u tio n s  from  sm a ll c it ie s  in  r egion .
2 S p e c ia l r e lie f  ta b u la t io n  for regu lar sa m p le  n o t a v a ila b le  a t  th e  t im e  th is  r ep o r t w a s  p rep ared .
3 W h ite  op erators  o n ly .
4 R e lie f  d is tr ib u tio n s  for S o u th er n  far m s a n d  v illa g e s  w e re  w e ig h te d  in  th e  sa m e m a n n e r  th a t n o n r elief  d is tr ib u tio n s  w ere . F or  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p p .  54 a n d  57.
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6 2  N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

C o m m u n i t i e s  c o ve re d  b y  
sa m p le  in c o m e  d a ta , b y  r e ­
g io n  a n d  ty p e  o f c o m m u n ity

M e t h o d  u se d  in  c o m b in in g  in c o m e  d a ta  for 
c o m m u n itie s  o f  th e  sa m e  ty p e

Q u a lita tiv e  g r ou p s  for w h ic h  sa m p le  in ­
c om e  d is tr ib u tio n s  w e r e  prepared

P o p u la tio n  g r ou p s  u se d  to  w e ig h t sa m p le  in c o m e  
d is tr ib u tio n s

M O U N T A I N  A N D  P L A I N S

L arge  c ities :
D e n v e r , C olo. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al. 1.

M id d le -s iz e d  c it ies : 
B u tt e ,  M o n t. A v e ra g ed  p e rc e n ta g e  d is tr ib u tio n s  from  r egu -

2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , foreign-born  
w h it e ,  N e g r o , a n d  o th er  color.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al.

2.

1.
P u e b lo , C ole lar sam p le s;  p oo le d  fr e q u e n c y  d is tr ib u tio n s 2. N a t iv e -w h it e  b r ok e n, for eign -bor n 2.

S m a ll c it ies :
B ill in g s ,  M o n t.

from  c lip p e d  sam p le s.

A ve ra ge d  p e rc e n ta g e  d is tr ib u t io n s  from  r egu -

w h ite , N e g r o , a n d  o th e r  color. 

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l. 1.
D o d g e  C ity ,  Iow a . lar sa m p le s;  c lip p e d  sa m p le  for B ill in g s 2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n, foreign-born 2.
G r ee ley , C o lo . o n ly . w h it e ,  N e gr o , a n d  o th er  color.
L o gan , U ta h .
P ro v o , U ta h .

V illa g e  u n its:
K a n sa s-N o r th  D a k o ta . A v e ra g ed  p e rc en ta g e d is tr ib u tio n s 1. N a t iv e -w h it e  n or m a l. 1.
C o lor a d o -M o n tan a -S o u th

D a k o ta .
F a r m  u n its :

N o r th  D a k o ta — w h e a t or 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l. 1.
c ash  gr ain .

K a n sas— w h e a t  or c ash 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l. 1.
grain .

C o lor a d o -M o n ta n a -S o u th 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l. 1.
D a k o ta — range liv e sto c k  
a n d  c a sh  grain .

N a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al.
N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , foreign-born  w h it e ,  N e g r o ,  

a n d  o th er  color.

N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l.
N a t iv e -w h ite  br ok e n, foreign-bcrn  w h ite ,  N e g ro , 

a n d  o th er  color.

N a t iv e -w h ite  nor m a l.
N a t iv e -w h ite  b rok e n , foreign-born  w h ite ,  N e g ro , 

a n d  o th er  color.

A ll  c o lo r -n a tiv ity  gr ou p s , nor m a l a n d  b r ok e n.

A ll  c o lo r -n a t iv ity  g r ou p s , n or m a l a n d  b rok e n  
( N .  D a k .,  S . D a k .) .

A ll  c o lo r -n a t iv ity  g rou p s , n or m a l a n d  b rok e n  
(K a n s .,  N e b r .) .

A ll  c o lo r -n a tiv ity  g rou p s , n or m a l an d  b rok e n  
(C o lo ., M o n t. , Id a h o , W y o .,  N e v . ,  U ta h ,  
A r iz ., N .  M e x .) .

P A C I F I C

L a rg e c ities :
P o rtla n d , O reg.

M id d le -s iz e d  c it ies :

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l.
2. N a t iv e  - w h it e  b r o k e n , foreign  - born

w h it e ,  N e g r o , a n d  o th e r  color.

1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al.
2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n , foreign-born  w h ite , N e g ro ,

a n d  o th e r  color.

A b e rd e en  - H o q u i a m , A ve ra ge d  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n s  from  regu- 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al.
W ash .

B e llin g h a m , W ash . 
E v e r e tt , W a sh . 

S m a ll c it ies :

lar  sa m p le s;  p oo le d  fr eq u e n c y  d is tr ib u tio n s  
from  c lip p e d  sam p les .

2. N a t iv e  - w h it e  b rok e n , foreign  - born  
w h ite ,  N e gr o , a n d  o th er  color.

2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b rok e n , foreign-born  w h it e ,  N e g r o , 
a n d  o th er  color.

A sto r ia , O reg. A v e ra g ed  p e rc en ta g e d is tr ib u tio n s  from  regular 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al. 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al.
E u g e n e , O reg. 
K la m a th  F a lls ,  O reg. 
O ly m p ia , W a sh . 

V illa g e  u n its :

sam p le s;  p oo le d  fr eq u e n c y  d is tr ib u tio n s  
from  c lip p e d  sa m p le s  in  m id d le -s iz e d  c itie s  
in  r e g io n .5

2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , foreign-born  
w h it e ,  N e gr o , a n d  o th er  c o lo r .5

2. N a t iv e -w h ite  b r ok e n , foreign-born  w h it e ,  N e gro , 
a n d  o th er  color.

C aliforn ia.
O regon -W  a sh in g to n . 

F a r m  u n its:

A v e ra g ed  p e rc en tag e  d is tr ib u tio n s 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n orm al. 1. A ll  c o lo r -n a t iv ity  g rou p s , n o r m a l a n d  br ok e n.

W a s h i n g t o n — d a i r y , 
p o u ltr y .

O regon— ge ner al a n d  fr u it.

A v e ra g ed  p e rc en ta g e d is tr ib u tio n s . 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l. 1. A ll c o lo r -n a tiv ity  g rou p s , nor m a l a n d  b r ok e n  
(W a sh ., O reg .).

C e ntra l C aliforn ia— fr uit 
a n d  d a ir y .

S ou th e rn  C aliforn ia—fru it.

A v e ra g ed  p e rc en tag e  d is tr ib u tio n s . 1. N a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l. 1. A ll  c o lo r -n a t iv ity  g rou p s , n o r m a l a n d  broken  
(C a lif .) .

5 See fo o tn o te  6 p .  57.

S u m m a ry  o f  P ro c e d u re

B e c a u s e  o f t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a  fa m ily -s iz e  a n d  a n  o c c u ­

p a t io n a l  b r e a k  in  t h e  s a m p le  in c o m e  t a b u la t io n s ,  th e  

t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f s a m p le  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  p re p a re d  

fo r  re l ie f  fa m il ie s  w a s  c o n s id e ra b ly  s m a lle r  t h a n  th e  

n u m b e r  fo r  n o n re lie f  fa m ilie s . I n  a ll, s a m p le  p e r c e n t ­

a g e  d i s t r ib u t io n s  w e re  a v a i la b le  fo r  102 q u a l i ta t iv e  

g ro u p s . A s  a p p e a r s  f ro m  th e  s u m m a r y  t a b u la t io n  in  

t a b le  4 A , th i s  n u m b e r  w a s  r e d u c e d — b y  a v e ra g in g  

th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  s a m p le  c o m m u n it ie s  o f  th e  sa m e  

ty p e  w ith in  a  re g io n — to  53 p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  

a g a in s t  w h ic h  t h e  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  fo r  re lie f  fa m ilie s  

w e re  f in a lly  a p p l ie d .5

5 F or d e scr ip tion  o f p o p u la tio n  w e ig h ts  for relief  fam ilie s, se e  S e c . 6.

E s tim a te s  o f  D ir e c t  R e lie f  O m i t t e d  From  

D is tr ib u tio n s

E s t im a te s  o f t h e  v a lu e  o f d ir e c t  re lie f  o m i t te d  fro m  

th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  m a d e  fo r  e a c h  re g io n  o n  

th e  b a s is  o f  re lie f  f ig u re s  f ro m  v a r io u s  G o v e rn m e n t  

a g e n c ie s  sh o w in g  th e  a m o u n t  o f  d i r e c t  re lie f  o f v a r io u s  

ty p e s  d i s t r ib u te d  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s ,  b y  re g io n s , 

f ro m  J u ly  1935 th r o u g h  J u n e  1936.

In c lu d e d  in  th e s e  e s t im a te s  w e re  th e  fo llo w in g  ty p e s  

o f re l ie f :  d i r e c t  re lie f  d i s t r ib u te d  u n d e r  th e  g e n e ra l  

re l ie f  p ro g r a m  o f th e  F e d e ra l  E m e rg e n c y  B e lie f  A d ­

m in is t r a t io n  f ro m  J u ly  1935 th r o u g h  D e c e m b e r  1935 ;6

6 D a t a  from  F . E . R . A ., S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  o f  E m e r g e n c y  R e l i e f  A c t i v i t i e s ,  J a n ­

u a r y  1 9 3 3  th r o u g h  D e c e m b e r  1 9 3 5 .  C o m p u te d  from  ta b le  6, A m o u n t o f  O bliga tio n s  

In c u rr ed  for E m e r g e n c y  R e lie f  (d ir ec t a n d  w o rk ) E x te n d e d  to  C ases  U n d e r  th e  

G enera l R e lie f  P rog ra m , b y  S ta te s , a n d  ta b le  10, A m o u n t  o f  E a rn in g s o f  C ases  E m ­

p lo y e d  o n  th e  E m e r g e n c y  W ork  R e lie f  P rog ra m , b y  S ta te s .
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Tabl e 4A.— S u m m a r y  o f  t h e  5 3  s a m p l e  p e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s

f o r  r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  a g a i n s t  w h i c h  ' p o p u l a t i o n  w e i g h t s  w e r e  a p ­

p l i e d  1

R e g io n  a n d  ty p e  o f c o m m u n it y
C olor- 

n a t iv i ty  
g r ou p s  2

N e w  E n g la n d :
L arge  c i t ie s . ........... ..........
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s _ __ __
S m a ll c it ie s ....... ...............
R u r a l n o n fa r m ________
F a r m ........ .............. ..........

T o t a l . ............................

N o r th  C e ntra l:
M e t r o p o lise s ................. . .
L arge  c it ie s ___________
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s _ _ _ _ _
S m a ll c it ie s ..... .......... ......
R u r a l n o n fa r m ________
F arm :

P en n sy lva n ia -O h io _ _
M ic h ig a n -W  isc on s in .
I ll in o is -I o w a ______

T o ta l ..................... .

S o u th :
L arge  c it ie s ____ _____ _
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s ___
S m a ll c it ie s ................... .
R u r a l n o n fa r m _ _ _ _ _ _ _
F arm :

O p e ra to r s_ _ _ _ _ _ __
S h a re cr op p e rs____

T o ta l_ _ __ _ __ _ __

M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s:
L a rg e c it ie s _ __ __ __ __ _
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s -----
S m all c it ie s _ __ __ __ __ _
R u r a l n o n fa r m _ __ __ __
F arm :

N o r th  D a k o ta ____
K a n sa s__________
C o lo r a d o -M o n tan a .

T o ta l_ __ __ __ __ _

P acific:
L arg e c it ie s _____ _____
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s _____
S m a ll c it ie s ____________
R u r a l n o n fa r m _ __ _ _____
F arm :

W a s h in g t o n -O r e g o n .. . 
C alifo r n ia ......... ........ .

T o ta l .............. . ........ .

T o ta l U n ite d  S ta te s .

T o ta l  gr ou p s

1 F or  s u m m a r y  o f p o p u la tio n  w e ig h ts  as  r e la te d  to  n u m b e r  o f fa m ilie s in  th e  va r io u s  
sa m p le  d is tr ib u t io n s ,  se e  ta b le s  10A  a n d  11A.

2 1 c o lo r -n a tiv ity  g r ou p  m e a n s  n a t iv e -w h it e  n or m a l;  2  m e a n s  (1) n a t iv e -w h ite  
n or m a l a n d  (2) a ll  o th er  c o lo r -n a tiv ity  g r ou p s  c o m b in e d ; 3 m e a n s  (1) n a t iv e -w h ite  
n or m a l, (2) N e g r o  n o r m a l, a n d  (3) a ll o th er  c o lo r -n a tiv ity  g rou p s  c o m b in e d .

g e n e ra l  re l ie f  d is t r ib u te d  b y  S ta te s  a n d  lo c a li t ie s  fro m  

J a n u a r y  th r o u g h  J u n e  1936 ;7 p u b l ic  a s s is ta n c e  e x te n d e d

7 M o n t h ly  e s t im a te s  for e ac h  o f th e  f iv e  ge ogr ap h ic r eg ion s su p p lie d  b y  W . P .  A .,  

D iv is io n  o f R e sea r ch , S ta t is t ic s  a n d  R e co r ds . G en e ra l r e lie f  d u r in g  th is  p e riod  w a s  

p r e d o m in a n tly  d ir e c t relief.

to  th e  a g e d , th e  b lin d , a n d  d e p e n d e n t  c h i ld re n  u n d e r  

th e  S o c ia l S e c u r i ty  A c t  a n d  u n d e r  S ta t e  la w s  a u th o r iz in g  

su c h  ty p e s  o f a s s is ta n c e  p r io r  to  p a r t i c ip a t io n  u n d e r  

th e  S o c ia l S e c u r i ty  A c t ;8 R e s e t t le m e n t  e m e rg e n c y  

g r a n t s ;9 re lie f  d i s t r ib u te d  b y  p r iv a te  a g e n c ie s ;10 a n d  

th e  im p u te d  v a lu e  o f  s u rp lu s  c o m m o d itie s  d i s t r ib u te d  

b y  th e  F e d e ra l  S u rp lu s  C o m m o d itie s  C o r p o r a t io n .11 

T h e  e s t im a te d  a m o u n t  o f  d i r e c t  re lie f  o f  th e s e  v a r io u s  

ty p e s  d i s t r ib u te d  in  e a c h  re g io n  is  sh o w n  in  th e  a c c o m ­

p a n y in g  ta b le .

D iv is io n  o f  D ir e c t  R e l ie f  B e tw e e n  

T w o  T y p e s  o f  C o m m u n ity  in E a c h  R e g io n

I t  w a s  n o t  p o s s ib le , w i th  t h e  in f o r m a tio n  a v a ila b le , 

to  m a k e  a  s a t i s f a c to r y  e s t im a te  o f  t h e  v a lu e  o f  d ire c t  

re l ie f  fo r  e a c h  ty p e  o f c o m m u n i ty  c o v e re d  b y  th i s  s tu d y . 

A c c o rd in g ly , t h e  a m o u n t  o f  d ir e c t  re lie f  in  e a c h  reg io n  

w a s  d iv id e d  in to  o n ly  tw o  p a r t s ,  r e p re s e n t in g  th e  

a m o u n ts  d i s t r ib u te d  to  th e  u r b a n  a n d  to  th e  r u ra l - to w n  

p o p u la t io n ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  a s  th e s e  w e re  d e f in e d  in  th e  

c o m b in e d  U rb a n -R u ra l- T o w n  R e lie f  S e r ie s  r e c e n t ly  d e ­

v e lo p e d  b y  th e  R u r a l  S e c tio n  o f  t h e  D iv is io n  o f  S o c ia l 

R e s e a rc h  in  t h e  W o rk s  P ro g re s s  A d m in is tr a t io n .  I n  

t h a t  se rie s , t h e  u r b a n  p o p u la t io n  in c lu d e d  th e  p o p u la ­

t io n  o f  a ll c o u n tie s  c o n ta in in g  a  c i ty  o f  2 5 ,000  o r  m o re  

p e rs o n s , a n d  o f N e w  E n g la n d  to w n s h ip s  c o n ta in in g  

5 ,0 0 0  o r  m o re  p e r so n s . T h e  r u ra l - to w n  p o p u la t io n ,  o n

8 M o n th ly  e s t im a te s  for e ac h  S ta te  su p p lie d  b y  S oc ia l S e c u r ity  B o ar d , B u r e a u  o f  

R e se ar ch  a n d  S t a tis t ic s , D iv is io n  o f  P u b lic  A ss is t a n c e  S ta tis t ic s .

o M o n t h ly  d a ta  o n  g r an ts  c e r tif ied  for p a y m e n t for e ac h  S ta te  from  R e se t tle m e n t  

A d m in is tr a tio n ,  F ir s t  A n n u a l R e p o r t, ta b le  2, p .  162.

10 R e g io n a l  e s t im a te s  b u i lt  u p  b y  N a t io n a l  R e sou rc e s C o m m itte e  o n  th e  b a s is  of 

m o n th ly  d a ta  o n  p r iv a te  r e lie f  in  th e  118 u r b a n  areas  in c lu d e d  in  th e  U r b a n  R e lie f 

Se ries  a n d  in  th e  385 r u r a l a rea s in c lu d e d  in  th e  R u r a l-T o w n  R e lie f  Se ries  a n d  c he ck e d  

w ith  n a t io n a l  e s t im a te  o f  p r iv a te  r e lie f  m a d e  b y  W . P . A ., D iv is io n  o f S oc ia l R e sear ch , 

for th e  sa m e  p e rio d  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  th e  sa m e  sa m p le  d a ta . F o r  U r b a n  R e lie f  Series, 

se e  m o n th ly  b u l le tin s  U .  S. D e p a r tm e n t  o f  L ab or, C h ild r e n ’s  B u r ea u , C h a nges  

D u r in g  (n a m e  o f m o n th ) in  D iffe r e n t T y p e s  o f  P u b lic  a n d  P r iv a te  R e lie f  in  U r b an  

A r eas , (J u ly  19 35 -M a y  1936) a n d  U . S . D e p a r tm e n t o f  L ab or , C h ild r e n ’s  B u r e a u , a n d  

S oc ia l S e c u r ity  B o ar d , C h a n g es  D u r in g  J u n e  1936 in  D iffe re n t T y p e s  o f  P u b lic  an d  

P r iv a te  R e li e f  i n  U r b a n  A r eas , ta b le  4 . F or  R u r a l-T o w n  R e lie f  Series, se e  m o n th ly  

b u lle tin s , W . P . A ., D iv is io n  o f S ocia l R e sear ch , R u r a l S e ctio n , C u r re n t S ta tis t ic s  

o f R e lie f  in  R u r a l a n d  T o w n  A reas , J u ly  1935-June 1936. R e lie f  e x te n d e d  b y  p riv a te  

a gen c ie s w a s  p r e d o m in a n tly  d ire ct relief.

11 V o lu m e  d a ta  o n  c o m m o d itie s  d is tr ib u te d  in  ea ch  S ta te  from  J u ly  1,1935, to  Ju n e  

30, 1936, su p p lie d  b y  F ed e ra l S u r p lus  C o m m o d itie s  C or por ation . V a lu e s  im p u te d  

b y  th e  N a t io n a l R e sou rc es  C o m m itte e  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  aver age  r eta il p r ic es  o f  c o m m o d i ­

t i e s  in  1935 a n d  1936, a s  s h o w n  b y  U . S. B u r e a u  o f L a b o r  S ta tis t ic s  i n  b u l le tin s  o n  

R e ta il P rice s, a n d  o f in fo rm atio n  su p p lie d  b y  th e  U . S . B u r e a u  o f A gr ic u ltura l 

E c on o m ic s .

Ta bl e 5A.— E s t i m a t e d  a m o u n t s  o f  d i r e c t  r e l i e f  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  f i v e  r e g i o n s , l  J u l y  1 9 8 5  t h r o u g h  J u n e  1 9 3 6  2

T y p e  o f r e lief A ll  reg ion s
N e w  E n g la n d  

reg ion
N o r th  C e n tra l 

reg ion
S ou th e rn

reg ion
M o u n ta in  an d  
P la in s  reg ion

P ac ific
region

D ir e c t r e l ie f  u n d e r  th e  g e n er a l r e lie f  program , F . E . R . A .— J u ly -D e c e m b e r ,  
1935 _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _____________ ___ ____ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ $406,882, 298 

249, 209, 334 
138,056, 226 

15,343, 325 
17,680, 550 
72,162, 922

$20,075, 555 
21, 521, 415 
13,849, 727 

50, 014 
3, 747, 010 
4,863, 331

$292, 744, 236 
184,047,022  
91,823, 255 

2 ,84 1,075  
10,196, 891 
32, 217, 089

$33, 240,909  
14, 625,110  

5,933, 614 
3,475, 230 
2, 225, 759 

22 ,891 ,142

$20,949, 026 
9 ,47 8,142  
8,624, 980 
7,569, 791 

610,457  
8 ,00 6,126

$39,872, 572 
19, 537,645  
17 ,824,650  

1,407, 215 
900,433  

4,185, 234

G en e ra l p u b lic  relief , J a n u a r y -J u n e , 1936................... .  __ ........ . ........ ............
P u b lic  a ss is ta n c e  to  th e  ag ed , to  th e  b l in d  a n d  to  d e p e n d e n t c h ild r e n ............. .
R e s e t tle m e n t e m e r g e n c y  g r an ts------------- ------------ -------  ---------------------

F ed e ra l su r p lu s  c o m m o d it ie s____  _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _  . . .  .  - ------------------------

A ll ty p e s  o f  d ire ct r e lie f__ _  .  ---------------- --------------------------------- $899, 334, 655 $64,107 ,052 $613,869, 568 $82,391, 764 $55, 238, 522 $83,727,749

1 F o r  S ta te s  in c lu d e d  in  ea ch  r e gion , se e  p p .  42-43.
2 F o r  sou r ce s o f  d a ta , se e  fo o tn o te  6 ,  p . 63 an d  fo o tn o te s  7, 8, 9, 10 a n d  11 o n  th is  p age.
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t h e  o th e r  h a n d ,  in c lu d e d  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  a l l  c o u n tie s  

n o t  c o n ta in in g  a  c i ty  o f  2 5 ,0 0 0  o r  m o re  p e r s o n s , a n d  o f 

N e w  E n g la n d  to w n s h ip s  c o n ta in in g  le ss  t h a n  5 ,000  

p e rso n s .

T h is  d iv is io n  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  w a s  o n ly  c ru d e ly  

a n a lo g o u s  to  a  d iv is io n , a t  t h e  2 5 ,0 0 0  p o p u la t io n  lev e l, 

o f  t h e  s ix  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n i ty  d e fin e d  in  th i s  s t u d y —  

i. e ., fa rm s , v illa g e s , a n d  s m a ll  c it ie s  in  o n e  g ro u p  a n d  

m id d le -s iz e d  c itie s ,  la rg e  c itie s ,  a n d  m e tro p o lis e s  in  

a n o th e r .  N e v e r th e le s s , a  b r e a k  b e tw e e n  th e s e  tw o  

d e g re e s  o f  u rb a n iz a t io n  se e m e d  to  o ffer  a  s o m e w h a t  

b e t t e r  b a s is  fo r  a d ju s t in g  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  

re l ie f  fa m il ie s  t h a n  a n y  a t t e m p t  to  a d d  th e  v a lu e  o f 

d ir e c t  re l ie f  in  e a c h  re g io n  to  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  

fo r  a ll  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n i ty  c o m b in e d .

I n  d iv id in g  d i r e c t  re l ie f  b e tw e e n  “ u r b a n ”  a n d  r u ra l -  

to w n  a re a s  in  e a c h  re g io n , u se  w a s  m a d e  o f  m e th o d s  

s im ila r  to  th o s e  u s e d  b y  t h e  W o rk s  P ro g re s s  A d m in is ­

t r a t i o n  in  p re p a r in g  n a t io n a l  e s t im a te s  fo r  th e  fisc al 

y e a r  e n d in g  J u n e  30, 1936. T h e s e  e s t im a te s ,  sh o w in g  

th e  v o lu m e  o f re lie f  o f e a c h  ty p e  d is t r ib u te d  in  to t a l  

u r b a n  a n d  t o t a l  r u r a l - to w n  U n i te d  S ta te s ,  w e re  c o n ­

s t r u c te d  b y  a  p ro c e ss  o f  g e n e ra liz in g  t h e  m o n th ly  d a t a  

f ro m  th e  U r b a n  a n d  th e  R u r a l- T o w n  R e lie f  se rie s  12 to  

r e p r e s e n t  th e  t o t a l  u r b a n  a n d  to t a l  r u r a l - to w n  

p o p u la t io n .13

I n  s u m m a ry , th e  s te p s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  p ro c e ss  o f 

d iv id in g  t h e  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f d i r e c t  re l ie f  in  e a c h  re g io n  

b e tw e e n  t h e  u r b a n  a n d  th e  r u r a l - to w n  re lie f  p o p u la t io n  

o f  t h e  re g io n  w e re  a s  fo llo w s :14 T h e  t o t a l  u r b a n  p o p u la ­

t io n  in  e a c h  re g io n  w a s  d e te rm in e d  b y  c o m b in in g  th e  

1930 p o p u la t io n  f ig u re s  fo r  u r b a n  a re a s  a s  d e f in e d  a b o v e . 

T h is  f ig u re  w a s  t h e n  s u b t r a c te d  f ro m  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la ­

t io n  o f t h e  re g io n  to  a s c e r ta in  th e  ru ra l - to w n  p o p u la t io n  

o f  t h e  re g io n . T h e s e  p o p u la t io n  f ig u re s  fo r  u r b a n  a n d  

fo r  ru ra l - to w n  a re a s  w e re  t h e n  d iv id e d , re s p e c t iv e ly , 

b y  t h e  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  u r b a n  a n d  o f t h e  ru ra l - to w n  

s a m p le  a r e a s  w i th in  t h e  re g io n  w h ic h  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  

th e  U r b a n  R e lie f  S e r ie s  a n d  in  th e  R u r a l - T o w n  R e lie f  

S erie s . T h e  re s u l t in g  p o p u la t io n  r a t io s  w e re  th e n  

a p p l ie d  a g a in s t  th e  re lie f  e x p e n d i tu re  d a t a  f ro m  th e  

U r b a n  a n d  th e  R u r a l- T o w n  R e lie f  S erie s  fo r  th e  12- 

m o n th  p e r io d  e n d in g  J u n e  3 0 , 1936 , to  o b ta in  th e  

e s t im a te d  e x p e n d i tu re s  fo r  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  d ir e c t  

re lie f  fo r  t h e  t o t a l  u r b a n  a n d  th e  to t a l  ru r a l - to w n  

p o p u la t io n  in  e a c h  re g io n .

12 S e e  fo o tn o te  10, p . 63.

13 F o r  d e sc r ip tio n  a n d  m e th o d o lo g y  o f th e  c o m b in e d  U r b a n -R u r a l-T o w n  R e lie f  

S e rie s a n d  th e  e s t im a te d  e x p e n d itu r e s  for th e  c o m p o n e n t ty p e s  o f  r e lie f  in  u r b a n  an d  

in  r u ra l-to w n  areas , se e  W oofte r, T .  J .,  Jr.; A a r on so n , F r a n k lin , a n d  M a n g u s , A . R .: 

R e lie f  i n  U r b a n  a n d  R u r a l-T o w n  A r e a s , 1932-1936, R e sea r ch  B u lle t in , Series I I I ,  

N o .  3 . (I n  p r ep a ration ) D iv is io n  o f  S oc ia l R e sea r ch , W . P .  A .

14 U s e  o f  th is  pr oce ss  for d e r iv in g  r eg ion a l e s t im a te s  s im ila r  to  th o se  p r ep a re d  b y  th e

W . P .  A . for th e  to ta l  U n ite d  S ta te s  in v o lv e d  th e  s o m e w h a t d u b io u s  a ssu m p tio n  th a t  

t h e  sa m p le  d a ta  from  th e  U r b a n  a n d  th e  R u r a l-T o w n  R e lie f  Se ries  w e r e  as  rep r esen ­

t a t iv e  for  e a c h  r eg io n  as  t h e  c o m b in e d  d a ta  w e r e  for th e  to t a l  U n ite d  S ta te s . H o w ­

e v e r , t h e  c o m b in e d  r e gion a l e s tim a te s , w e r e  fou n d  t o  a p p ro x im ate  v e r y  c lo se ly  th e  

n a t io n a l e s tim a te s  m a d e  b y  th e  W . P .  A .

I t  w a s  p o ss ib le  f ro m  th e s e  f ig u re s  to  c a lc u la te  fo r  e a c h  

ty p e  o f  d i r e c t  re lie f  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  g iv e n  to  t h e  u r b a n  

a n d  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  g iv e n  to  t h e  r u r a l - to w n  p o p u la t io n  

in  e a c h  re g io n . T h e s e  p e rc e n ta g e s — d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  

b u i l t - u p  re g io n a l  e s t im a te s  b a s e d  o n  s a m p le  d a t a  in  th e  

U r b a n  a n d  in  t h e  R u r a l- T o w n  R e lie f  S erie s— w e re  u se d  

a s  a  b a s is  fo r  t h e  d iv is io n , b e tw e e n  u r b a n  a n d  r u ra l -  

to w n  re lie f  fa m ilie s , o f  t h e  a m o u n ts  o f  d i r e c t  re l ie f  d is ­

t r ib u te d  in  e a c h  re g io n , a s  e s t im a te d  in d e p e n d e n t ly  

b y  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  a g e n c ie s  a d m in is te r in g  re lie f .

M o re  e x p lic i tly , d i r e c t  re lie f  d i s t r ib u te d  u n d e r  th e  

g e n e ra l  re lie f  p ro g r a m  o f  th e  F e d e r a l  E m e rg e n c y  R e lie f  

A d m in is tr a t io n ,  g e n e ra l  re l ie f  d i s t r ib u te d  b y  t h e  S ta te s  

a n d  lo c a li t ie s  f r o m  J a n u a r y  th r o u g h  J u n e  1936, a n d  th e  

im p u te d  v a lu e  o f  s u rp lu s  c o m m o d itie s  15 w e re  d iv id e d  

b e tw e e n  u r b a n  a n d  ru r a l - to w n  a re a s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  

p r o p o r t io n s  p re v a i l in g  d u r in g  1 9 3 5 -3 6  fo r  g e n e ra l  re lie f  

in  th o s e  c o m m u n it ie s  r e p o r t in g  d a t a  to  t h e  U r b a n  a n d  

to  th e  R u r a l- T o w n  R e lie f  S erie s . S im ila rly , p u b lic  

a s s is ta n c e  e x te n d e d  to  t h e  a g e d , t h e  b lin d , a n d  d e p e n d ­

e n t  c h i ld re n  w a s  d iv id e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  p ro p o r t io n s  

p re v a i l in g  fo r  th e s e  ty p e s  o f a s s is ta n c e  in  t h e  sa m e  

r e p o r t in g  c o m m u n itie s . S in c e  n o  in d e p e n d e n t  e s t i ­

m a te s  w e re  a v a i la b le  fo r  th e  a m o u n t  o f  p r iv a te  re l ie f  

d is t r ib u te d ,  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  u se  th e  e s t im a te s  b u i l t  

u p  fo r  u r b a n  a n d  ru r a l - to w n  a re a s  f r o m  th e  s a m p le  

d a t a  in  t h e  tw o  re l ie f  se rie s. E m e rg e n c y  g r a n t s  m a d e  

b y  t h e  R e s e t t le m e n t  A d m in is t r a t io n  w e re  d is t r ib u te d  

o n ly  i n  r u r a l  c o m m u n it ie s  so  t h a t  n o  b r e a k  b y  t y p e  o f 

c o m m u n i ty  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  th i s  ty p e  o f re lie f.

T h e  f in a l  e s t im a te s  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  d i r e c t  r e l ie f  d is ­

t r ib u te d  to  t h e  t e n  p o p u la t io n  g ro u p s — i. e .,  to  th e  

u r b a n  a n d  to  t h e  ru ra l - to w n  p o p u la t io n  i n  e a c h  re g io n —  

w ere  a s  fo llo w s:

Tabl e  6 A .— E s t i m a t e d  a m o u n t s  o f  d i r e c t  r e l i e f  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  

“ u r b a n ”  a n d  t o  r u r a l - t o w n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  f i v e  r e g i o n s , 1 9 3 5 - 3 6

R e gio n U r b an R u r al-to w n

$59,108 ,000  
506,145,000  
36,185, 000 
14, 470, 000 
69, 594, 000

$4 ,999 ,000  
107, 725, 000 
46, 207, 000 
40, 768,000  
14 ,134,000

N o r th  C e n tr a l____ _____ ______ _____  _

M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s __________ ______________

$685, 502, 000 $213, 833, 000

D iv is io n  o f  D ir e c t  R e l ie f  B e tw e e n  

F a m ilie s  a n d  S in g le  In d iv id u a ls

I t  w a s  n e x t  n e c e s s a ry  to  d iv id e  th e  a m o u n t  o f d ir e c t  

re lie f  fo r  e a c h  o f  th e  t e n  p o p u la t io n  g ro u p s  b e tw e e n  th e  

fa m il ie s  a n d  th e  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  t h a t  re c e iv e d  re l ie f  

d u r in g  t h e  p e r io d . I n  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  sp e cif ic  in ­

f o rm a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  th i s  d iv is io n , a n  a r b i t r a r y  r a t io  

w a s  a d o p te d , b a s e d  o n  s u c h  g e n e ra l  in f o r m a tio n  a s  w a s

15 S u r p lus  c o m m o d itie s  w e re  d is tr ib u te d  th r o u g h  e x is tin g  relief  ag e n c ies  d is p e n s in g  

general relief, so  th a t i t  se e m e d  r eason ab le  to  a ssu m e  th a t th e  d iv is io n  as  b e tw e e n  

u r b an  a n d  r u r a l-tow n  areas w o u ld  b e  s im ilar .
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a v a i la b le  c o n c e rn in g  th e  r a t io  o f  a v e ra g e  re l ie f  b e n e fits  

p e r  f a m ily  to  a v e ra g e  re l ie f  b e n e fi ts  p e r  s ing le  in d iv id u a l .

D u r in g  th e  l a s t  h a l f  o f 1935, t h e  a v e ra g e  m o n th ly  

b e n e f i t  p e r  fa m ily  c a se  u n d e r  th e  g e n e ra l  re l ie f  p ro g ra m  

of th e  F e d e ra l  E m e rg e n c y  R e lie f  A d m in is tr a t io n  w a s  

a p p ro x im a te ly  d o u b le  th e  a v e ra g e  b e n e f i t  p e r  n o n fa m ily  

c a se .16 A c c o rd in g ly , th e  p r o p o r t io n  o f d ir e c t  re l ie f  

g o in g  to  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  o f th e  te n  p o p u la t io n  g ro u p s  w as

d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  fo llo w in g  fo rm u la :  w h e re  /

e q u a ls  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  re c e iv in g  re lie f  a n d  i  

e q u a ls  th e  n u m b e r  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  re c e iv in g  

re l ie f .17

O n  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  o b ta in e d  b y  th is  

fo rm u la , d i r e c t  re l ie f  w a s  a l lo c a te d  to  fa m il ie s  a n d  to  

s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  in  t h e  t e n  p o p u la t io n  g ro u p s  a s  sh o w n  

in  th e  a c c o m p a n y in g  ta b le .

Tabl e  7 A .— E s t i m a t e d  a m o u n t s  o f  d i r e c t  r e l i e f  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  

f a m i l i e s  a n d  t o  s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  “ u r b a n ”  a n d  i n  r u r a l - t o w n  

a r e a s  i n  f i v e  r e g i o n s ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

R e g io n  a n d  ty p e  o f c o m m u n it y D ir e c t  relief 
to  fam ilie s

D ir e c t  relief 
to  s in g le  

in d iv id u a ls

N e w  E n g la n d :
$50,661 ,000  

4,46 2,000
$8 ,447 ,000  

537,000R u r a l -to w n ___________________ ______ _
N o r th  C e ntra l:

424,453 ,000  
95 ,746 ,000

81 .692.000
11.979.000

S ou th :
30 ,757 ,000  
42, 769,000

5 .428 .000
3 .438 .000

M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s:
12 .145.000
32 .451 .000

2 .324 .000
8 .317 .000

P acific:
53 .184.000
11.953.000

16,410,000  
2,18 1,000

$758, 582, 000 $140, 753, 000

A d d i t i o n  o f  D ir e c t  R e l ie f  

to  In c o m e  D is tr ib u tio n s

T h e  e s t im a te d  a m o u n ts  o f  d i r e c t  re l ie f  d is t r ib u te d  to  

f a m ilie s  in  t h e  tw o  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n i ty  in  e a c h  re g io n  

w e re  n o w  a d d e d  to  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s ,  e x c lu s iv e  

o f d i r e c t  re lie f ,  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  u p  f ro m  t h e  s a m p le  

d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  re l ie f  fa m ilie s  c o n ta c te d  in  t h e  S tu d y  

o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .

A s  in d ic a te d  a b o v e , th e s e  s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s  h a d  

b e e n  w e ig h te d  a n d  c o m b in e d  in to  10 d is t r ib u t io n s  r e p r e ­

s e n t in g  2 d e g re e s  o f  u r b a n iz a t io n  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  5  r e ­

g io n s— i. e .,  o n e  d i s t r ib u t io n  fo r  re l ie f  fa m il ie s  l iv in g  o n  

fa rm s , in  r u r a l -n o n fa rm  a re a s , a n d  in  s m a ll  c itie s ,  a n d  

a  s e c o n d  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  fa m il ie s  in  m id d le -s iz e d  c itie s , 

in  la rg e  c itie s ,  a n d  in  m e tro p o lis e s .

T h e  m e th o d s  u s e d  in  a d d in g  th e  v a lu e  o f  d i r e c t  re l ie f  

to  th e s e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  n e c e s s a r i ly  c ru d e , 

a n d  in v o lv e d  v a r io u s  a r b i t r a r y  a s s u m p tio n s  b a s e d  u p o n  

v e r y  f r a g m e n ta r y  e v id e n c e  f ro m  a v a i la b le  re lie f  s tu d ie s .

16 B a se d  o n  m o n th ly  d a ta  o n  c ase-loa ds  a n d  o b lig a tio n s  inc ur re d  for r e lie f  a s  r ep orted  

to th e  F ed e r a l E m e r g e n c y  R e li e f  A d m in is tr a t io n , D iv is io n  o f R e sear ch , S ta tis t ic s  

a n d  F in a n c e .

17 F o r  m e th o d  o f  d e te r m in in g  n u m b e r  o f fa m ilie s a n d  n u m b e r  o f s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  

t h a t  r e c e iv e d  relief, se e  p p . 73-74.

W ith o u t  a t t e m p t in g  a  d e ta i le d  d is c u ss io n  o f  t h e  re a s o n s  

fo r  a c c e p t in g  th e  p a r t i c u la r  a s s u m p tio n s  u s e d , i t  i s  p o s s i ­

b le  to  s u m m a r iz e  b rie f ly  th e  s te p s  ta k e n ,  a s  fo l lo w s:

(1) R e lie f  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  w ith in  

a  re g io n  w e re  d iv id e d  in to  tw o  g ro u p s — th o s e  t h a t  

re c e iv e d  w o rk  re lie f  o n ly , w i th  n o  d i r e c t  re lie f  d u r in g  

th e  s c h e d u le  y e a r ,  a n d  th o s e  t h a t  re c e iv e d  so m e  d i r e c t  

re lie f . T h e  s e c o n d  g ro u p  w a s  a s s u m e d  to  in c lu d e  60 

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  re l ie f  fa m il ie s  a n d — in  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  

sp e cif ic  e v id e n c e  a s  to  h o w  th i s  p e r c e n ta g e  m ig h t  v a r y  

a t  d if fe re n t  in c o m e  le v e ls — 60 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  re lie f  

fa m il ie s  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l.  T h e  lo w e r  in c o m e  le v e ls  

w o u ld  p re s u m a b ly  c o n ta in  m a n y  o f  th e  u n e m p lo y a b le  

re lie f  c a se s , la rg e ly  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  d i r e c t  re l ie f , w h ile  

t h e  u p p e r  in c o m e  le v e ls  w o u ld  in c lu d e  la r g e  fa m ilie s  

w h ic h  w e re  g iv e n  d i r e c t  r e l ie f  a t  so m e  t im e  d u r in g  th e  

y e a r  to  s u p p le m e n t  o c c a s io n a l p r iv a te  e a rn in g s  o r  w o rk  

re lie f  w a g e s .

(2) E a c h  o f t h e  10 in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  w a s  th e n  

s p l i t  in to  2  f r e q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  b y  d iv id in g  th e  

n u m b e r  o f  re l ie f  fa m ilie s  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l  in  th e  

p ro p o r t io n s  o f 4 0  a n d  60.

(3) T h e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  fa m ilie s  a s s u m e d  to  h a v e  

re c e iv e d  so m e  d i r e c t  re l ie f  w e re  th e n  c o r re c te d  b y  

a d d in g  to  th e  in c o m e s  o f  fa m ilie s  in  e a c h  in c o m e  in te r v a l  

a n  e s t im a te d  a v e ra g e  a m o u n t  o f  d i r e c t  re lie f , w h ic h  

w o u ld  in  t h e  a g g re g a te  e q u a l  th e  e s t im a te d  t o t a l  a m o u n t  

o f d i r e c t  re lie f  d is t r ib u te d  to  a ll fa m il ie s  in  t h e  g ro u p  

re p re s e n te d  b y  th e  d is t r ib u t io n .  T h e  a v e ra g e  a m o u n t  

o f  d i r e c t  re lie f  p e r  f a m ily  fo r  a ll  fa m il ie s  i n  t h e  g ro u p  

w a s  f i r s t  d e te rm in e d  fo r  u r b a n  a n d  r u ra l - to w n  a re a s  

w ith in  e a c h  re g io n , b y  d iv id in g  t h e  e s t im a te d  to ta l  

a m o u n t  o f  d i r e c t  re lie f  d i s t r ib u te d  b y  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  

o f  d ir e c t- re l ie f  fa m il ie s  in  t h e  d is t r ib u t io n .

I t  w a s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  th e  a m o u n t  o f  d i r e c t  re l ie f  p e r  

fa m ily  w o u ld  v a r y  b y  in c o m e  le v e l, a n d  t h a t  fa m il ie s  

w ith  re la t iv e ly  lo w  in c o m e s  e x c lu s iv e  o f d i r e c t  re l ie f  

w o u ld  re c e iv e  m o re  t h a n  t h e  a v e ra g e  fo r  th e  g ro u p  a s  a  

w h o le  w h ile  th o s e  w i th  re la t iv e ly  h ig h  in c o m e s  w o u ld  

re c e iv e  less . I t  w a s  d e c id e d , th e re fo re , to  v a r y  t h e  

a m o u n ts  o f  d ir e c t  re lie f  p e r  fa m ily  f ro m  a p p ro x im a te ly  

150 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  a v e ra g e  a t  th e  lo w e r in c o m e  le v e ls  

to  a p p ro x im a te ly  75  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a v e ra g e  a t  th e  

h ig h e r  in c o m e  le v e ls  in  th e  re lie f  d is t r ib u t io n .

T h e  o rig in a l  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  d ir e c t- re l ie f  

fa m ilie s  w e re  th e n  s h if te d  u p w a rd  b y  a d d in g  to  th e  

c la ss  l im it s  o f  e a c h  $100  in te r v a l  t h e  a v e ra g e  a m o u n t  o f 

d ir e c t  re lie f  a ss ig n e d  to  fa m il ie s  in  t h a t  in te r v a l .  F o r  

e x a m p le , in  N o r th  C e n t r a l  r u r a l - to w n  c o m m u n itie s , 

fa m il ie s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  in  t h e  in c o m e  in te r v a l ,  $ 10 0  to  

$200 , w e re  s h if te d  to  a  n e w  in c o m e  in te r v a l  o f  $ 300  to  

$40 0 , w h ile  th o s e  in  in c o m e  in te r v a l  $ 800  to  $ 900  w e re  

m o v e d  u p w a rd  to  a n  in c o m e  in te r v a l  o f $ 92 5  to  $ 1 ,025 .

(4) T h e  n e x t  s te p  in  t h e  p ro c e ss  w a s  to  t r a n s fo r m  

th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  re lie f  fa m il ie s  in to  $ 250
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in c o m e  in te rv a ls ,  in  o rd e r  to  p la c e  th e m  o n  th e  sa m e  

b a s is  a s  t h e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n o n re lie f  fa m ilie s . T h is  

t r a n s f o r m a t io n  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  b o th  fo r  th e  n e w  d is t r i -  

t io n s  fo r  d ire c t- re l ie f  fa m il ie s  a n d  fo r  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  

fo r  t h e  4 0  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  re l ie f  fa m il ie s  t h a t  w e re  a s ­

s u m e d  n o t  to  h a v e  re c e iv e d  a n y  d i r e c t  re lie f.

F o r  th e  l a t t e r  g ro u p s  i t  w a s  p o s s ib le  to  p lo t  th e  

o rig in a l  d is t r ib u t io n s  a s  c u m u la t iv e  c u rv e s  a n d  r e a d  off 

th e  f re q u e n c ie s  in  th e  $ 250  in c o m e  in te rv a ls .  T h e  

n e w  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  d ir e c t- re l ie f  fa m ilie s  w e re  n o t  

p lo t te d  in  th i s  fa s h io n , b e c a u s e  t h e  a d d i t io n  o f  v a ry in g  

a m o u n ts  o f  d i r e c t  re lie f  h a d  c a u se d  so m e  o v e r la p p in g  

in  t h e  c la ss  in te rv a ls .  W h e n  a  c la ss  in te r v a l  in c lu d e d  

p a r t s  o f  tw o  $ 25 0  in te r v a ls  i t  w a s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  th e  

fa m ilie s  w e re  e v e n ly  d i s t r ib u te d  w ith in  t h e  in te r v a l  

a n d  th e  fr e q u e n c ie s  w e re  d i s t r ib u te d  o n  a  p ro p o r t io n a l  

b a s is .

T h e  e s t im a te d  v a lu e  o f d i r e c t  re lie f  a d d e d  to  th e  

in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  re l ie f  fa m il ie s  a m o u n te d  to  

le ss  t h a n  23  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  o f  r e ­

l ie f  fa m il ie s  f ro m  a ll so u rc e s . T h e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  d ir e c t  

re lie f  to  t h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  o f re l ie f  fa m il ie s  v a r ie d  

a m o n g  re g io n s , a s  fo llo w s: N e w  E n g la n d ,  19 p e r c e n t ;  

N o r th  C e n tr a l ,  30  p e r c e n t ;  S o u th ,  9 p e r c e n t ;  M o u n ta in  

a n d  P la in s , 17 p e r c e n t ;  a n d  P a c if ic , 27 p e rc e n t.

C o m b in in g  D is tr ib u tio n s  fo r  R e lie f  

a n d  N o n r e l i e f  F a m ilie s

W ith  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  re lie f  fa m ilie s  s h if te d  to  

$ 25 0  c la ss  in te rv a ls ,  i t  w a s  p o s s ib le  to  c o m b in e  th e m

w ith  t h e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  b y  a d d in g  

th e  fr e q u e n c ie s  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l. T h e  f i r s t  s te p  

in  th i s  p ro c e d u re  w a s  to  m e rg e  t h e  u r b a n  a n d  th e  

r u ra l - to w n  re lie f  d is t r ib u t io n s  in  e a c h  re g io n , s in c e  th i s  

ty p e -o f -c o m m u n ity  d iv is io n  w a s  n o t  c o n s id e re d  o f 

su ffic ie n t  in t e r e s t  to  ju s t i f y  i t s  r e te n t io n  in  t h e  f in a l  

f ig u re s  p re s e n te d  in  th e  r e p o r t .  T h e  r e s u l t in g  re lie f  

d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  e a c li re g io n  w a s  th e n  c o m b in e d  w ith  

th e  n o n re lie f  d is t r ib u t io n ,  to  g iv e  a  s in g le  d is t r ib u t io n  

fo r  a ll fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  re g io n .

T h e s e  f iv e  re g io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n s — a n d  th e  n a t io n a .  

d is t r ib u t io n  d e r iv e d  f ro m  th e m — w e re  th e n  a d ju s te d ,  

o n  th e  b a s is  o f  F e d e ra l  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s ,  to  a llo w  

fo r u n d e r r e p re s e n ta t io n  o f  fa m il ie s  a t  th e  h ig h e r  

in c o m e  le v e ls . T h e  m e th o d s  o f  m a k in g  th i s  a d ju s t ­

m e n t  a r e  d e s c r ib e d  in  a  l a t e r  s e c tio n  o f  th i s  a p p e n d ix .

A s in d ic a te d  a b o v e , th e  s a m p le  d a t a  fo r  re lie f  

fa m ilie s  f ro m  th e  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  S tu d y  w e re  n o t  

a v a i la b le  b y  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p  o r  b y  fa m ily  s ize  a t  

th e  t im e  th i s  r e p o r t  w a s  p re p a re d . E v e n  i f  th e y  h a d  

b e e n  a v a i la b le ,  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  d iff ic u l t, i f  n o t  im ­

p o ss ib le , to  f in d  a  s a t i s f a c to r y  b a s is  fo r  d iv id in g  th e  

a m o u n t  o f  d ir e c t  re l ie f  a m o n g  th e  fa m il ie s  o f  fo u r  s izes  

a n d  a m o n g  th e  v a r io u s  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s , a n d  fo r  

a d d in g  th i s  d ir e c t  re lie f  in c o m e  to  th e  in c o m e  fr o m  o th e r  

so u rc e s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  S tu d y  

d a ta .  B e c a u s e  o f  th e s e  l im ita t io n s  in  th e  a v a i la b le  

d a ta ,  i t  w a s  n o t  p o s s ib le  to  in c lu d e  re l ie f  fa m il ie s  w i th  

n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  p re s e n t in g  in c o m e  e s t im a te s  b y  

fa m ily  s ize  a n d  b y  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p .



SECTION 5. THE SAMPLE DISTRIBUTIONS FOR SINGLE INDIVIDUALS

T h e  10 m illio n  “ s in g le ”  o r  u n a t ta c h e d  m e n  a n d  

w o m e n  c o m p r is e  a lm o s t  8 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  1 9 3 5 -3 6  p o p u ­

la t io n .  T h e y  in c lu d e  th e  s in g le  p e r s o n  h o u s e h o ld —  

i. e ., t h e  c e n s u s  o n e -p e rs o n  fa m ily — lo d g e rs  a n d  s e rv a n ts  

l iv in g  w i th  fa m ilie s , a n d  s in g le  p e r s o n s  l iv in g  in  h o te ls ,  

b o a rd in g  a n d  lo d g in g  h o u se s , o r  in  s im ila r  q u a s i- fa m ily  

g ro u p s . I n  a d d i t io n ,  th e r e  a re  in c lu d e d  th o s e  so n s  

a n d  d a u g h te r s  w h o  w e re  l iv in g  w i th  th e i r  fa m il ie s  b u t  

w h o  m a in ta in e d  a  s e p a r a te  e c o n o m ic  s t a tu s ,  in  t h a t  

th e y  d id  n o t  p o o l th e i r  in c o m e  w ith  t h a t  o f  th e  fa m ily .1 

F o r  r e a s o n s  in d ic a te d  in  P a r t  I ,  t h e  in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p s  

in  t h e  p o p u la t io n  h a v e  b e e n  t r e a t e d  a s  a  s e p a r a te  ty p e  

o f  c o n s u m e r  u n i t  a n d  u n a t t a c h e d  in d iv id u a ls  b e lo n g in g  

to  s u c h  g ro u p s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  in c lu d e d  in  th e  d is t r ib u t io n  

fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls .1 2

N o  la rg e  b o d y  o f s a m p le  d a t a  o n  th e  in c o m e s  o f 

s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  s im ila r  to  t h a t  fo r  fa m il ie s  w a s  a v a i l ­

a b le  f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .  T h e  

p a u c i ty  o f  in c o m e  d a t a  fo r  th is  g ro u p  f ro m  o th e r  

so u rc e s  w a s  lik e w ise  v e r y  g r e a t .  H e n c e  in  b u i ld in g  u p  

t h e  e s t im a te d  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls ,  

i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  r e ly  o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  d if fe re n t  ty p e s  

o f  s a m p le  m a te r ia l ,  u s in g  o n e  a s  a  c h e c k  a g a in s t  th e  

o th e r .  T h e  f in a l  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  is 

c o n s id e re d  s u b je c t  to  g r e a te r  e r ro r  t h a n  t h a t  fo r  fa m ilie s , 

a n d  s h o u ld  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  ro u g h  a p p ro x im a t io n  to  th e  

s i t u a t io n  in  1 9 3 5 -3 6 .

T y p e s  o f  D a t a  A v a i l a b l e  fo r  

E s tim a tin g  In c o m e  D is tr ib u tio n s

T h e  in c o m e  d a t a  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  c o lle c te d  in  

th e  S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  p e r ta in e d ,  fo r  th e  

m o s t  p a r t ,  to  o n e -p e rs o n  fa m ilie s . A  sp e c ia l s a m p le  o f 

s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w a s  t a k e n  in  f o u r  c it ie s — C h ic a g o , 

C o lu m b u s , P ro v id e n c e ,  a n d  P o r t l a n d — b u t  th e  n u m b e r  

o f  s c h e d u le s  c o lle c te d  w a s  s m a ll , a m o u n t in g  to  a p p ro x i ­

m a te ly  2 ,5 00 . S in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  

c lip p e d  s a m p le s  in  a  n u m b e r  o f  o th e r  c o m m u n it ie s ;

1 I n  1930, th e  o ne -p e rson  fa m ilie s  n u m b e r e d  2.4 m i llio n , th e  lod ge rs  a n d  ser v a n ts  

5.8 m il lio n , a n d  th e  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  in  q u a s i-fa m ily  gr ou p s  1.2 m illio n . T h e  

n u m b e r  o f in d e p e n d e n t son s an d  d a u g h te rs  w a s  e s t im a te d  in  th is  s tu d y  to  h av e  

b e e n  400,000 in  1935-36. F or  m e th o d s  o f  o b ta in in g  th e  p o p u la tio n  w e ig h ts  for s in g le  

in d iv id u a ls , se e  A p p e n d ix  A , sec . 6.

2 S ee p . 5, a n d  A p p e n d ix  A , sec . 9.

th e s e  d a t a  w e re  to o  s c a n ty  to  b e  u se fu l. A n  a d d i t io n a l  

s a m p le  o f  s in g le  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  l iv in g  i n  lo d g in g  h o u se s  

a n d  h o te ls  w a s  t a k e n  in  C h ic a g o , b u t  i n  o th e r  c it ie s  th e  

s a m p le s  w e re  p r e d o m in a n t ly  fo r  in d iv id u a ls  m a in ta in in g  

th e i r  o w n  h o u se h o ld s .

T h is  b o d y  o f s a m p le  d a t a  th e re fo re  c o u ld  n o t  b e  u se d  

to  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f in c o m e s  o f  a ll s in g le  in d iv id ­

u a ls ,  b e c a u s e  a  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  lo d g e rs  a n d  s e r v a n t s  b y  

in c o m e  le v e l  w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  b e  lo w e r t h a n  t h a t  fo r  o n e - 

p e r s o n  fa m il ie s ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e  d i s t r ib u t io n  fo r  o n e - 

p e r s o n  fa m il ie s  w o u ld  b e  to o  h e a v ily  w e ig h te d  b y  

w o m e n . T h e  s a m e  o b je c t io n  a p p l ie d  to  t h e  in c o m e  

d a t a  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  c o lle c te d  in  t h e  N a t io n a l  

H e a l th  S u rv e y . I t  w a s  th e re fo re  d e c id e d  n o t  t o  c o n ­

s t r u c t  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  o n  

th e  b a s is  o f  t h e  s a m p le  d a t a  f ro m  th e  tw o  s tu d ie s ,  b u t  

to  u s e  th e s e  d a t a  a s  a  c h e c k  a g a in s t  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  

s in g le  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  d e r iv e d  f ro m  o th e r  so u rc e s .

I n  e s t im a t in g  t h e  d is t r ib u t io n  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  o f  

s in g le  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o  h a d  n o t  re c e iv e d  a n y  re l ie f  

a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r ,  s ix  ty p e s  o f  m a te r ia l  w e re  

u s e d :

1. S tu d ie s  o f  t h e  e a r n in g s  o f  w o m e n .

2 . S tu d ie s  o f  t h e  r e la t iv e  s iz e  o f  t h e  e a r n in g s  o f  m e n  a n d  

w o m e n .

3 . D a t a  o n  in c o m e s  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  fr o m  t h e  S t u d y  o f  

C o n s u m e r  P u r c h a se s .

4. D a t a  o n  in c o m e s  o f s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  fr o m  t h e  N a t io n a l  

H e a lth  S u r v e y .

5 . D a t a  o n  t h e  in c o m e s  o f  tw o -p e r s o n  fa m ilie s  fr o m  t h e  

S t u d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u r c h a s e s , a n d  t h e  d is tr ib u t io n  b y  in c o m e  

le v e l  o f  tw o -p e r s o n  fa m ilie s  p r e s e n te d  in  t h is  r e p o r t.

6 . F e d e r a l  in c o m e  t a x  d a ta .

I t  w a s  n o t  p o s s ib le , b e c a u s e  o f  th e  la c k  o f  a d e q u a te  

in fo rm a tio n , to  e s t im a te  s e p a r a te  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  e a c h  

ty p e  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a l— e. g ., o n e -p e rs o n  fa m ilie s , 

lo d g e r s ,  s e rv a n ts .  N e i th e r  w a s  i t  fe a s ib le  to  b u i ld  u p  

s e p a r a te  d i s t r ib u t io n s  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  o f v a r io u s  

c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  g ro u p s  o r  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  l iv in g  in  

d if fe re n t  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n i ty  a n d  re g io n s , a s  w a s  d o n e  

fo r  fa m ilie s . T h e  a v a i la b le  d a t a  p e r m i t t e d  th e  c o n ­

s t r u c t io n  o f  o n ly  s e v e n  c o m p o n e n t  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  

n o n re lie f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls — sin g le  m e n  in  e a c h  o f fo u r

6 7
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o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s , a n d  s in g le  w o m e n  in  e a c h  o f  th r e e  

o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s .  I n  a d d i t io n ,  tw o  d is t r ib u t io n s  

w e re  p r e p a re d  fo r  th o s e  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  h a d  r e ­

c e iv e d  so m e  fo rm  o f d ir e c t  o r  w o rk  re l ie f  d u r in g  th e  

y e a r— o n e  fo r  s in g le  m e n  a n d  o n e  fo r  s in g le  w o m e n .

D is t r ib u tio n s  fo r  N o n r e l i e f  

S in g le  W o m e n

T h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n o n re lie f  s in g le  w o m e n  

w e re  c o n s t ru c te d ,  in  th e  f i r s t  in s ta n c e ,  o n  th e  b a s is  o f 

e a rn in g s  d a t a  o b ta in e d  f ro m  v a r io u s  s a m p le  s tu d ie s . 

T w e lv e  o f th e  e a rn in g s  s tu d ie s  w e re  c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  

W o m e n ’s  B u r e a u  o f th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  D e p a r tm e n t  o f 

L a b o r ,  a n d  o n e  b y  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  E m p lo y m e n t  

S e rv ic e . T h e  l i s t  o f s tu d ie s  u s e d  is  a s  fo llo w s:

U n i te d  S ta te s  D e p a r tm e n t  o f L a b o r ,  W o m e n ’s B u re a u  

B u l le t in s .3

N o . 92. W a g e -E a rn in g  W o m e n  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  C o n ­

d i t io n s  o f 1930 in  S o u th  B e n d  ( In d ia n a ) ,  

1932.

N o . 117. T h e  A g e  F a c to r  a s  i t  R e la te s  to  W o m e n  in  

B u s in e s s  a n d  th e  P ro fe ss io n s ,  1934.

N o . 120. T h e  E m p lo y m e n t  o f W o m e n  in  O ffices, 1934. 

N o . 124. W o m e n  in  A rk a n s a s  I n d u s t r ie s ,  1936.

N o . 125. E m p lo y m e n t  C o n d it io n s  in  D e p a r tm e n t  

S to re s  in  1 9 3 2 -3 3 , 1936.

N o . 126. W o m e n  in  T e x a s  I n d u s t r ie s ,  1935.

N o . 127. H o u r s  a n d  E a rn in g s  in  T o b a c c o  S te m - 

m e rie s , 1934.

N o . 132. W o m e n  W h o  W o rk  in  O ffices, 1935.

N o . 133. E m p lo y m e n t  C o n d it io n s  in  B e a u ty  S h o ps , 

1935.

N o . 143. F a c to r s  A ffe c tin g  W a g e s  in  P o w e r  L a u n ­

d r ie s , 1936.

N o . 149. E m p lo y m e n t  o f W o m e n  in  T e n n e ss e e  I n ­

d u s t r ie s ,  1937.

N o . 150. W o m e n ’s  E m p lo y m e n t  in  W e s t  V irg in ia , 

1937.

U n i te d  S ta te s  E m p lo y m e n t  S e rv ic e , S p e c ia l  Q u e s t io n ­

n a i r e  S u rv e y  o f P u b lic  E m p lo y m e n t  O ffices, 1937. 

T h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  s tu d ie s  w e re  s e le c te d  f ro m  a  m u c h  

la r g e r  b o d y  o f  s a m p le  m a te r ia l  b e c a u s e  th e y  c o n ta in e d

3 T h e  a p p r o x im a te  n u m b e r  o f cases  u se d  from  e ach  o f th e  s tu d ie s ,  a n d  th e  ge ogr ap h ic  

area  a n d  d a t e  c ov e re d  w e r e  a s  follow s:

B u lle t in  N o . 92 , 2,500 c a ses , S o u th  B e n d , In d .,  1930; N o . 117,16,000 cases , m e m b e rs  

o f  th e  N a t io n a l  F e d e r a tio n  o f B u s in e s s  a n d  P rofess ion a l W o m e n ’s  C lu b s , 1930; N o .  

120, 42,000 c ases , N e w  Y o r k , N .  Y .,  H ar tfor d , C o n n ., P h ila d e lp h ia , P a . ,  A tla n ta , 

G a ., C h ic a g o , H I., D e s  M o in e s , Io w a , S t.  L o u is , M o .,  1931 a n d  1932; N o . 124, 3,000 

c a ses , A r k a n sa s , 1932 a n d  1933; N o .  125, 6,900 c ases , 10 c it ie s  in  N e w  Je rsey , L itt le  

R o c k  a n d  F o r t S m ith , A r k ., D e n v e r ,  C o lo ., L o s  A n g e le s , C alif., S a n  F r an c isco  a n d  

O a k la n d , C a lif ., S e a tt le , W a s h . , 1932 a n d  1933; N o .  126, 11,000 cases , T e xa s , 1932; 

N o . 127, 5,000 c ases , V ir g in ia  a n d  N o r th  C ar olin a , 1934; N o . 132,5,000 cases , N e w  Y o r k , 

N .  Y . ,  P h ila d e lp h ia , P a . , A t la n ta , G a., C h ica go , 111., D e s  M o in e s , Iow a , S t. L o u is , 

M o ., 1930 a n d  1931; N o .  133, 1,300 c ases , P h ila d e lp h ia , P a . ,  N e w  O rleans, L a ., S t.  

L o u is , M o .,  C o lu m b u s , O h io , 1933 a n d  1934; N o .  143, 3,000 cases , C h ica go , 111., W a sh ­

in g to n , D .  C ., 1934; N o .  149, 24,000 cases , T e n n e sse e , 1935; N o . 150, 13,000 cases , W e s t  

V irg in ia , 1936; U .  S . E m p lo y m e n t S e rv ice , S p e c ia l Q u estio n n a ir e  S u r v e y  o f P u b lic  

E m p lo y m e n t O ffices , s t u d y  o f p r e v a i lin g  w e e k ly  w a g e  r a te s  o f  d o m e st ic  w or ke rs  in  

th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , m a d e  in  1937 for th e  N a t io n a l In c o m e  S e c tio n , D e p a r tm e n t  o f  

C om m erce.

in f o r m a tio n  a p p r o p r ia te  fo r  th e  c o n s t ru c t io n  o f fre ­

q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  b y  in c o m e  le v e l,  a n d  b e c a u s e  th e y  

w e re  c o m p a ra t iv e ly  re c e n t .  S ix  o f  th e  s tu d ie s  w e re  

c o n d u c te d  in  th e  y e a r s  1934, 1935, o r  1936; a ll o f  th e  

s tu d ie s  w e re  c o n d u c te d  a f t e r  t h e  o n s e t  o f  th e  d e p re s ­

s io n  in  1929. I n  c o n s t ru c t in g  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  i t  w a s  

p o ss ib le , in  m a n y  c a ses , to  s u p p le m e n t  th e  p u b l is h e d  

d a t a  w i th  m o re  d e ta i le d  ta b u la t io n s  f ro m  th e  w o rk  

sh e e ts  fo r  th e  v a r io u s  s tu d ie s  w h ic h  w e re  m a d e  a v a i l ­

a b le  b y  th e  W o m e n ’s  B u re a u .

F ro m  th e  13 s tu d ie s  l is te d ,  th e re  w e re  d e r iv e d  33 

f re q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s ,  b y  in c o m e  le v e l, fo r  s in g le  

w o m e n  in  3 o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s — w a g e -e a rn in g , c le ri ­

c a l,  a n d  b u s in e s s  a n d  p ro fe ss io n a l. T h ir te e n  o f  th e s e  

d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  fo r  w a g e -e a rn in g  w o m e n ,4 19 fo r  

w o m e n  in  c le ric a l  o c c u p a t io n s ,5 6 a n d  1 fo r  w o m e n  in  

b u s in e s s  a n d  p ro fe ss io n a l  g ro u p s .0

S in c e  th e s e  e a rn in g s  d a t a  w e re  e i th e r  o n  a  w e e k ly  o r  a  

m o n th ly  b a s is  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry , a s  a  f i r s t  s te p ,  to  e x p a n d  

th e m  in to  a n n u a l  e a rn in g s . O n  th e  b a s is  o f  in fo rm a ­

t io n  o b ta in e d  fo r  tw o -p e rs o n  fa m il ie s  in  t h e  S tu d y  of 

C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s ,  i t  w a s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  th e  a v e ra g e  

n u m b e r  o f  w e e k s  o f  e m p lo y m e n t  w a s  50. T h o u g h  i t  

w a s  re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  th is  f ig u re  w a s  p ro b a b ly  h ig h , i t  

w a s  d e e m e d  b e s t  to  e r r  in  th i s  d ir e c t io n  b e c a u s e  o f th e  

d o w n w a rd  b ia s  in t ro d u c e d  b y  th e  u se  o f e a rn in g s  

in s te a d  o f in c o m e  d a ta .

T h e  w e e k ly  e a rn in g s  d a t a  w e re  m u l t ip l ie d  b y  50, a n d  

c u m u la tiv e  c u rv e s  w e re  p lo t te d  fo r  th e  re s u l t in g  f re ­

q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s .  T h e  fr e q u e n c ie s  w e re  r e a d  o ff 

fo r  t h e  s a m e  $ 250  in te r v a ls  u s e d  fo r  t h e  fa m ily  d i s t r i ­

b u t io n s ,  e x c e p t t h a t  th e  h ig h e s t  in te r v a l  w a s  fo r  

$5 ,000  a n d  o v e r. A  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n  w a s  c a l ­

c u la te d  fo r  e a c h  o f th e  33 d is t r ib u t io n s .

T h e  13 p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  w a g e -e a rn in g  

w o m e n  w e re  t h e n  a v e ra g e d , b y  in c o m e  le v e l,  w i th  e a c h  

d is t r ib u t io n  g iv e n  a n  e q u a l  w e ig h t.  T h e  s a m e  p ro ­

c e d u re  w a s  fo llo w e d  fo r  t h e  19 d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  c le r ic a l  

w o m e n . B e c a u se  o f  th e  h e te ro g e n e i ty  o f  th e  d a t a ,  i t s  

s c a t te r e d  g e o g ra p h ic  c h a ra c te r ,  a n d  t h e  d iffe re n c e s  in  

s a m p le  c o v e ra g e , a n y  p a r t i c u la r  sc h e m e  o f  w e ig h tin g  

w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a s  a r b i t r a r y  a s  t h e  s t r a ig h t  a v e ra g e s ,  

a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  in s u re d  n o  b e t t e r  r e s u lts .

T h e  re s u l t in g  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  t h e  th r e e  o c c u p a t io n a l  

g ro u p s  w e re  s m o o th e d  a n d  w e re  t h e n  w e ig h te d  b y  t h e  

t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  s in g le  w o m e n  in  e a c h  o f  t h e  o c c u p a ­

t io n a l  g ro u p s  in  1 9 3 5 -3 6 .7 T h e  w e ig h te d  fr e q u e n c y  

d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  th e n  a d d e d  to g e th e r  b y  in c o m e  le v e l 

to  o b ta in  a  p re l im in a r y  d i s t r ib u t io n  fo r  a l l  s in g le  w o m e n .

4 W o m e n ’s  B u r e a u , U . S . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  L ab or , B u lle t in s  92, 124, 126, 127, 133, 143,

149, 150. U . S . E m p lo y m e n t S e rv ice , S p e c ia l Q u estion n air e  S u r v e y  o f P u b lic  E m ­

p lo y m e n t O ffices.

6 W o m e n ’s  B u r e au , U . S . D e p a r tm e n t o f  L ab or , B u lle t in s  117, 120, 124, 125, 126* 

132, 149, 150.

6 W o m e n ’s  B u r ea u , U . S . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  L a b or , B u lle tin  117.

7 F or  m e th o d  o f o b ta in in g  th e s e  p o p u la tio n  w e ig h ts , see  p . 79.
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D is t r ib u tio n s  fo r  N o n r e l i e f  S in g le  M e n

P re l im in a r y  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  s in g le  m e n  in  w a g e ­

e a rn in g , c le ric a l, a n d  b u s in e s s  a n d  p ro fe s s io n a l  g ro u p s  

w e re  d e r iv e d , in  th e  f i r s t  in s ta n c e ,  b y  a d ju s t in g  th e  

s m o o th e d  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  s in g le  w o m e n  in  th e s e  sa m e  

o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  r e la t io n s h ip s  fo u n d  

to  e x is t  b e tw e e n  th e  e a rn in g s  o f  w o m e n  a n d  m e n . 

S u c h  a  p ro c e d u re  w a s  n e c e s s i ta te d  b y  t h e  la c k  o f 

s e p a r a te  s a m p le  e a rn in g s  d a t a  fo r  s in g le  m e n .

O n  th e  b a s is  o f  v a r io u s  s tu d ie s ,  t h e  fo llo w in g  g e n e ra l  

r e la t io n s h ip s  b e tw e e n  th e  e a rn in g s  o f  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  

w e re  a s s u m e d  to  e x is t :8

1. E a r n in g s  o f  w o m e n  in  t h e  w a g e -e a r n in g  g r o u p  e q u a l  to  

a p p r o x im a te ly  6 0  p e r c e n t o f  t h e  e a r n in g s  o f  m e n  in  t h a t  g r ou p ;

2 . E a r n in g s  o f  w o m e n  in  t h e  c le r ic a l g r o u p  e q u a l  t o  a p p r o x i ­

m a t e ly  7 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  e a r n in g s  o f  m e n  in  t h a t  g r o u p ;

3 . E a r n in g s  o f  w o m e n  in  th e  b u s in e s s  a n d  p r o fe s s io n a l g r o u p s  

e q u a l t o  a p p r o x im a te ly  9 0  p e r c e n t o f  th e  e a r n in g s  o f  m e n  in  

th o s e  g r o u p s .

T h e s e  r e la t io n s h ip s  w e re  u se d  to  c o n s t r u c t  th r e e  

in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  c u rv e s  fo r  m e n , w h ic h  w e re  s im ila r  

to  th o s e  fo r  w o m e n  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  s h if te d  

s l ig h t ly  to  th e  h ig h e r  in c o m e  le v e ls .9 T h e  c u rv e s  fo r  

m e n  in  e a c h  o f  th e  th r e e  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  w e re  

s m o o th e d  a n d  th e  p e r c e n t  w a s  r e a d  off fo r  e a c h  o f  th e  

u s u a l  in c o m e  in te rv a ls ,  th e  h ig h e s t  i n te r v a l  a g a in  b e in g  

$ 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r.

T h e  e s t im a te d  n u m b e rs  o f  s in g le  m e n  in  th e  1 9 3 5 -3 6  

p o p u la t io n  b e lo n g in g  to  t h e  w a g e -e a rn in g , th e  c le ric a l, 

a n d  t h e  b u s in e s s  a n d  p ro fe s s io n a l  g ro u p s  w e re  th e n  

d is t r ib u te d  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  

p e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s .10 *

S in g le  m e n  w h o  b e lo n g e d  in  t h e  fa rm in g  g ro u p  w e re  

d i s t r ib u te d  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  th e  p e r ­

c e n ta g e  d i s t r ib u t io n  fo r  tw o -p e rs o n  f a r m  fa m il ie s  f ro m  

th e  S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .  T h e  w e ig h te d  

d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  th e  f a r m  g ro u p  w a s  th e n  a d d e d  to  th o s e  

fo r  s in g le  m e n  in  th e  o th e r  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  to  o b ta in  

o n e  d is t r ib u t io n  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  fo r  a ll  s in g le  m e n .

A d ju s tm e n t  o f  N o n r e l ie f  D is tr ib u tio n s

T h e  e a rn in g s  d a ta ,  u p o n  w h ic h  th e  p re l im in a ry  

d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w e re  b a s e d , w ere  

d e f ic ie n t  in  s e v e ra l  r e s p e c ts ,  a n d  i t  w a s  th e re fo re  e s se n ­

t i a l  t h a t  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  b e  c h e c k e d  a g a in s t  d a t a  

f r o m  o th e r  so u rc e s . I t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry , e sp e c ia l ly  fo r  

t h e  h ig h e r  in c o m e  le v e ls , to  c o r re c t  th e  e a rn in g s  

d is t r ib u t io n s  so  t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  r e p r e s e n t  in c o m e  fro m  

a ll  so u rc e s . C o m p a r is o n s  w i th  o th e r  a v a i la b le  d a t a  

w e re  a lso  n e e d e d  b e c a u se  th e  s a m p le  s tu d ie s  t h a t  w e re

8 B u l l e t in  152, D iffe r e n c e s  in  th e  E a r n in g s  o f  W o m e n  a n d  M e n , U . S . D e p a r tm e n t  

o f L ab or , W o m e n ’s  B u r e a u , 1938; se e  a lso  th e  o th e r  s tu d ie s  o f  t h e  W o m e n ’s  B u re au  

lis te d  a b o ve .

9 F o r  e x a m p le ,  i f  10 p e r c e n t o f  s in g le  w o m e n  in  th e  clerica l gr ou p  r e c e iv e d  le s s  th a n

$500 d u r in g  th e  y e a r , th e  sa m e  p e r c e n t o f  s in g le  m e n  in  th is  gr ou p  w e re  a ssu m e d  to  

h a v e  r e c e iv e d  le s s  th a n  $666 d u r in g  th e  ye ar .

19 F o r  m e th o d  o f o b ta in in g  th e se  p o p u la tio n  w e ig h ts ,  see  p . 79.

u se d  in c lu d e d  d a t a  fo r  w o m e n  w ho  w e re  m e m b e rs  o f 

e c o n o m ic  fa m il ie s ,  a s  w ell a s  fo r  w o m e n  w ho  w e re  n o t  

l iv in g  in  f a m ily  g ro u p s . T h e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  s in g le  

m e n , in  p a r t ic u la r ,  r e q u i r e d  c a re fu l  c h e c k in g  b e c a u s e  o f 

th e  a r b i t r a r y  a s s u m p tio n s  in v o lv e d  in  i t s  c o n s t ru c t io n .

Adjustment on the Basis of 

Two-Person Family Distribution

T h e  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  a ll s in g le  m e n  w a s  

f i r s t  c o m p a re d  w ith  t h a t  fo r  tw o -p e rs o n  fa m il ie s  in  th e  

U n i te d  S ta te s .  T h e  tw o  c u rv e s  sh o w e d  m a r k e d  s im i ­

l a r i t ie s  a l th o u g h , a s  w a s  to  b e  e x p e c te d , th e  d is t r ib u ­

t io n  fo r  s in g le  m e n  sh o w e d  a  g r e a te r  c o n c e n tr a t io n  in  

th e  lo w e r in c o m e  le v e ls . O n  th e  b a s is  o f  th i s  c o m p a r i ­

so n  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  fo r  s in g le  m e n  w a s  s m o o th e d  a n d  

a l te re d  s l ig h tly .

Correction by Income Tax Data

A s in  th e  c a se  o f fa m ilie s , i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  c o r re c t  

th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  b e c a u se  

o f u n d e r r e p r e s e n ta t io n  a t  th e  h ig h e r  in c o m e  in te rv a ls .  

F e d e ra l  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  fo r  1935, a d ju s te d  b y  m e th o d s  

d e s c r ib e d  b e lo w ,11 w e re  u s e d  to  o b ta in  s e p a r a te  d is ­

t r ib u t io n s  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  fo r  s in g le  m e n  a n d  fo r  s in g le  

w o m e n  in  th e  in c o m e  c la sse s  a b o v e  $3 ,000 .

T h e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  s in g le  m e n  a n d  s in g le  w o m e n  

w e re  f i r s t  c o r re c te d  b y  a d d in g  a t  t h e  in c o m e  c la ss  $ 5 ,0 0 0  

a n d  o v e r  t h e  a d d i t io n a l  n u m b e r  o f  c a se s  s h o w n  b y  th e  

in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  to  h a v e  b e lo n g e d  in  th i s  c la s s .11 T h e  

d a t a  a b o v e  $ 5 ,0 0 0  w e re  c la ss ified  in to  th e  13 in c o m e  

in te r v a ls  sh o w n  in  ta b le  15.

T h e  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  w e re  le s s  r e l ia b le  fo r  th e  in c o m e  

c la sse s  b e tw e e n  $ 3 ,0 0 0  a n d  $ 5 ,0 0 0  t h a n  fo r  t h e  h ig h e r  

in te rv a ls ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e re  e s t im a te d  b y  t h e  B u r e a u  

o f I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  f ro m  o n ly  a  s a m p le  o f  t h e  t o t a l  

n u m b e r  o f r e tu r n s .  N e v e r th e le s s , th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  

p re l im in a r y  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  s in g le  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  

w e re  b a s e d  o n  e a rn in g s  d a t a  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  in c o m e  d a t a  

m a d e  i t  d e s ira b le  to  c h e c k  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  i n  th e s e  

m id d le  in c o m e  in te r v a ls  a g a in s t  o th e r  in fo rm a tio n . 

T h e  in c o m e  c u rv e s  fo r  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w e re  th e re fo re  

c o m p a re d  a b o v e  $ 3 ,0 0 0  w i th  th e  c o r re s p o n d in g  c u rv e s  

b a s e d  o n  in c o m e  t a x  d a ta .  T h e  c u rv e s  b a s e d  o n  th e  

tw o  so u rc e s  o f  d a t a  w e re  s im ila r ,  b o th  fo r  s in g le  m e n  

a n d  fo r  s in g le  w o m e n , a l th o u g h  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  b a s e d  

o n  e a rn in g s  d a t a  w e re  s o m e w h a t  lo w e r. A c c o rd in g ly , 

th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  s m o o th e d  a n d  th e  p ro p o r t io n s  

in  in c o m e  c la sse s  a b o v e  $ 3 ,0 0 0  ra is e d .

Comparison With Data for

Single Individuals From Other Studies

T h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w e re  

n e x t  c o m p a re d  w ith  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  th i s  g ro u p  

sh o w n  b y  d a t a  f ro m  th e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y  a n d  

f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .

11 F o r  m e th o d s  o f  a d ju st in g  th e  F ed e r a l in c o m e  ta x  d a t a , a n d  o f c orr ec tin g  th e  

d is tr ib u tio n s  b y  th is  d a ta , see  p .  87.



7 0 N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

I n  th e  c a se  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y , t h e  s a m p le  

d a t a  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w e re  n o t  c la ss if ie d  b y  sex , 

a n d  w e re  a v a i la b le  fo r  o n ly  fo u r  b ro a d  in c o m e  c la sse s—  

u n d e r  $ 1 ,0 0 0 , $ 1 ,0 0 0  to  $ 2 ,0 0 0 , $ 2 ,0 0 0  to  $ 3 ,0 0 0 , a n d  

$ 3 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r . T h e  s a m p le  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  

fo r  c it ie s  o f  th e  s a m e  s iz e  ra n g e  in  th e  s a m e  re g io n  w e re  

a v e ra g e d , e a c h  d is t r ib u t io n  b e in g  g iv e n  e q u a l  w e ig h t.  

T h e  r e s u l t in g  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  c o m b in e d  b y  w e ig h tin g  

th e m  b y  th e  n u m b e r  o f s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  i n  t h e  1 93 5 -3 6  

p o p u la t io n  l iv in g  in  e a c h  s iz e  o f  c i ty  w i th in  e a c h  re g io n .

T h is  d is t r ib u t io n  w a s  c o m p a re d  w i th  th e  d is t r ib u t io n  

fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  o b ta in e d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  

b e fo re  c o r re c tio n  b y  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a .  T h e  c o m p a r is o n  

sh o w e d  a  g r e a te r  c o n c e n tr a t io n  o f  in c o m e s  b e lo w  $ 1 ,000  

in  t h e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y  d a ta .  T h e  d iffe re n c e s  in  

th e  d e f in itio n s  o f  in c o m e , in  th e  m e th o d s  o f  o b ta in in g  

th e  e s t im a te s ,  a n d  in  t h e  y e a r  c o v e re d  m a y  w ell h a v e  

a c c o u n te d  fo r  th is  d is c r e p a n c y .12 T h e s e  d iffe re n c e s, 

w h ic h  r e s u l te d  in  a  lo w e r d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  t h e  H e a l th  

S u rv e y  s a m p le , w e re  a p p a r e n t ly  o f  su ff ic ie n t m a g n i tu d e  

to  m o re  t h a n  o ffs e t th e  u p w a rd  b ia s  in t r o d u c e d  b y  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  H e a l th  S u rv e y  in c lu d e d  o n ly  s in g le -p e rso n  

h o u s e h o ld e rs  in  i t s  sa m p le .

I n  v ie w  o f th e s e  r e s u l ts ,  a n d  t h e  d iffe re n c e s  in  c o v e r ­

a g e  a n d  i n  d e f in itio n , i t  w a s  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  n o  re v is io n  

in  th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w as  

d e s ir a b le . A  c o m p a r is o n  o f  th e  d is t r ib u t io n  w i th  th e  

d i s t r ib u t io n  sh o w n  b y  th e  d a t a  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  

c o n ta c te d  in  t h e  S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  le d  to  

th e  sa m e  c o n c lu s io n .

D is t r ib u tio n s  fo r  R e l ie f  

S in g le  In d iv id u a ls

T h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  s in g le  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  

w h o  re c e iv e d  d i r e c t  o r  w o rk  re l ie f  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  th e  

y e a r  w e re  e s t im a te d  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  r e la t io n s h ip s  sh o w n  

b e tw e e n  th e  d is t r ib u t io n s  a n d  b e tw e e n  th e  a v e ra g e  in ­

1» S ee  p .  59.

c o m e s  o f re lie f  a n d  n o n re lie f  fa m ilie s . T h e y  w e re  

c h e c k e d  a g a in s t  in c o m e  d a t a — n o t  e n t i r e ly  c o m p a r a ­

b le — fo r o n e -p e rs o n  re l ie f  c a se s  sh o w n  in  v a r io u s  s tu d ie s  

m a d e  b y  t h e  D iv is io n  o f  S o c ia l  R e s e a rc h  o f  t h e  W o rk s  

P ro g re s s  A d m in is tr a t io n .

T h e  r a t io  o f  th e  in c o m e s  o f re l ie f  fa m il ie s  to  th e  in ­

c o m e s  o f  n o n re l ie f  fa m il ie s  w a s  a d ju s te d  b e fo re  b e in g  

a p p lie d  to  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls ,  o n  t h e  a s s u m p tio n s  t h a t  a  

la r g e r  p r o p o r t io n  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w e re  u n e m p lo y ­

a b le  a n d  t h a t  s in g le  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w e re  le s s  a b le  to  

s u p p le m e n t  t h e  d ir e c t  re lie f  t h e y  re c e iv e d  w i th  w o rk  

re l ie f  o r  in d e p e n d e n t  e a rn in g s  t h a n  w e re  fa m ilie s . T h e  

in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  c o n s t r u c te d  fo r  re l ie f  s in g le  in d i ­

v id u a ls  w a s  th e re fo re  lo w e r in  r e la t io n  to  t h a t  fo r  n o n ­

re l ie f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  t h a n  w a s  t h e  d i s t r ib u t io n  fo r  

re l ie f  fa m il ie s  in  r e la t io n  to  t h a t  fo r  n o n re l ie f  fa m il ie s .

T h e  p e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  t h a t  w e re  u s e d  in  d is ­

t r ib u t in g  re lie f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  w e re  

a s  fo llo w s: fo r  w o m e n , 37  p e r c e n t  u n d e r  $ 250 , 35 p e r ­

c e n t  b e tw e e n  $ 25 0  a n d  $500 , 23 p e r c e n t  b e tw e e n  $ 500  

a n d  $75 0 , a n d  5 p e r c e n t  b e tw e e n  $ 75 0  a n d  $ 1 ,0 0 0 ; a n d  

fo r  m e n , 32  p e r c e n t  u n d e r  $25 0 , 31 p e r c e n t  b e tw e e n  

$ 250  a n d  $ 50 0 , 28  p e r c e n t  b e tw e e n  $ 500  a n d  $750 , a n d  

9 p e r c e n t  b e tw e e n  $ 750  a n d  $1 ,000 .

T h e s e  e s t im a te d  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  re lie f  s in g le  in d i ­

v id u a ls  a r e  o b v io u s ly  s u b je c t  to  a  c o n s id e ra b le  m a rg in  

o r  e r ro r ,  b u t  s in c e  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  o n ly  15 p e r c e n t  o f th e  

to ta l  n u m b e r  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  th e  p o s s ib le  e r ro r  in  

th e  n a t io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n  is  c o n s id e ra b ly  less.

C o m b in in g  th e  R e l ie f  a n d  th e  N o n r e l i e f  D is tr ib u tio n s

T h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  s in g le  m e n  w h o  h a d  n o t  

re c e iv e d  a n y  re l ie f  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r  w a s  c o m b in e d  w ith  

t h a t  fo r  re l ie f  s in g le  m e n  b y  a d d in g  th e  f re q u e n c ie s  in  

th e  tw o  d is t r ib u t io n s  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l. T h e  sa m e  

p ro c e d u re  w a s  fo llo w e d  fo r  s in g le  w o m e n . T h e  r e s u l t ­

in g  d i s t r ib u t io n s  fo r  a ll  s in g le  m e n  a n d  fo r  a l l  s in g le  

w o m e n  w e re  th e n  c o m b in e d  to  y ie ld  o n e  d is t r ib u t io n  

fo r  a ll s in g le  in d iv id u a ls .
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DISTRIBUTIONS

T h e  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  e x te n d in g  th e  

s a m p le  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  to  c o v e r  a ll c o n su m e rs  in  

t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  w e re  o b ta in e d  b y  d iv id in g  th e  e s t i ­

m a te d  p o p u la t io n  o n  J a n u a r y  1 ,1 9 3 6 ,in to  h o m o g e n e o u s  

g ro u p s  c o r re s p o n d in g  to  th o s e  in to  w h ic h  th e  s a m p le  

in c o m e  d a t a  w e re  c la ss if ied . T h e  d a te  o f J a n u a r y  1, 

1936 w a s  c h o s e n  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  th e  m id p o in t  o f th e  

1 2 -m o n th  p e r io d  c o v e re d  b y  t h e  s tu d y .

T h e  p r im a r y  d iv is io n  o f t h e  p o p u la t io n  w a s  a m o n g  

th e  th r e e  m a jo r  ty p e s  o f  c o n s u m e r  u n i t s — m e m b e rs  o f  

fa m il ie s  o f  tw o  o r  m o re  p e rso n s , s in g le  in d iv id u a ls ,  a n d  

m e m b e rs  o f  in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p s . F a m il ie s  w e re  f u r th e r  

s u b d iv id e d  b y  re g io n , b y  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity ,  b y  c o lo r  

a n d  n a t iv i ty ,  b y  c o m p o s i tio n — i. e ., in to  n o rm a l  f a ­

m ilie s  (w ith  b o th  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife ) a n d  b ro k e n  fa m ilie s  

— a n d  b y  re l ie f  s t a tu s .1 N o n re lie f  fa m ilie s  w e re  s t i ll  

f u r th e r  s u b d iv id e d , o n c e  a c c o rd in g  to  fa m ily -s iz e  

g ro u p s  a n d  a g a in  a c c o rd in g  to  o c c u p a tio n . S in g le  in d i ­

v id u a ls  w e re  d iv id e d  b y  sex , b y  re lie f  s t a tu s ,  a n d  b y  

o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p ;  a n d  in s t i tu t io n a l  r e s id e n ts  b y  

re g io n , a n d  b y  ty p e  o f in s t i tu t io n  o r  q u a s i - in s t i tu t io n a l  

g ro u p  w ith in  e a c h  re g io n .

T h e  b a s is  o f th e  v a r io u s  b re a k -d o w n s  a n d  th e  s te p s  

fo llo w e d  in  o b ta in in g  th e  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  fo r  th e  

s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s  a re  d e s c r ib e d  h e re  in  th e  o rd e r  in  

w h ic h  t h e y  w e re  c a r r ie d  o u t .  T h e  l im ita t io n s  o f  th e  

a v a i la b le  so u rc e  m a te r ia l  d ic ta te d  to  a  c o n s id e ra b le  

e x te n t  th e  m e th o d s  u se d  a n d  th e  se q u e n c e  fo llow e d .

P o p u la t io n  b y  T y p e  o f  C o n s u m e r  

U n it  W i t h in  E a c h  R e g io n

E s t im a te s  o f th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  a n d  o f th e  fa rm  

p o p u la t io n  o n  J a n u a r y  1 ,1 9 3 6 , w e re  a v a ila b le , b y  S ta te s ,  

f ro m  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  B u r e a u  o f  t h e  C e n s u s  a n d  th e  

U n i te d  S ta te s  B u r e a u  o f  A g r ic u l tu r a l  E c o n o m ic s , r e ­

s p e c t iv e ly .2 T h e s e  tw o  s e ts  o f  S ta t e  e s t im a te s  w e re  

u se d  to  a s c e r ta in  th e  t o ta l  f a rm  a n d  th e  t o ta l  n o n fa rm

1 F o r  d e f in i t io n s  o f  th e s e  c lass if ic a tio n s , se e  A p p e n d ix  A , se c . 1.

2 U . S . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m e rc e, B u r e a u  o f th e  C e n su s , E s t im a te d  P o p u la tio n  

o f th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  b y  S ix -M o n th s  P e r io d s  F r o m  J a n u a r y  1, 1930, to  J u ly  1, 1936. 

R e le a se  o f  J a n u a r y  21, 1937. U .  S . D e p a r tm e n t o f  A gr ic u ltu r e , B u r e a u  o f A g ric u l ­

tu r a l E c o n o m ic s ,  F a r m  P o p u la tio n  E s t im a te s , J a n u a r y  1, 1937. R e le a se  o f  J u n e  

24, 1937.

p o p u la t io n  in  e a c h  o f  th e  fiv e  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s  sh o w n  

in  c h a r t  10.3

Institutional Residents

T h e  n u m b e rs  o f  in s t i tu t io n a l  re s id e n ts  in  th e  fa rm  

a n d  in  th e  n o n fa rm  p o p u la t io n  in  e a c h  re g io n  w e re  th e n  

e s t im a te d  a n d  d e d u c te d  f ro m  th e  a b o v e  f ig u re s . T h e  

t o t a l  i n s t i tu t io n a l  p o p u la t io n  in  e a c h  re g io n  w a s  e s t i ­

m a te d  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  d a t a  f ro m  th e  so u rc e  m a te r ia ls  

l is te d  o n  p a g e  92 b e lo w . T h e  p r o p o r t io n s  sh o w n  b y  th e  

1930 C e n s u s  fo r  in s t i tu t io n a l  r e s id e n ts  l iv in g  o n  fa rm s  

a n d  in  n o n fa rm  a re a s  in  e a c h  re g io n  w e re  u s e d  to  d iv id e  

th e  e s t im a te d  1936 in s t i tu t io n a l  p o p u la t io n  in to  f a rm  

a n d  n o n fa rm  g ro u p s .4

Single Individuals and 

Members of Families

T h e  f a rm  a n d  th e  n o n fa rm  p o p u la t io n s  in  e a c h  re g io n , 

e x c lu s iv e  o f  in s t i tu t io n a l  r e s id e n ts ,  w e re  n o w  s e p a r a te d  

in to  tw o  g ro u p s — sin g le  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  p e rs o n s  l iv in g  

in  fa m ilie s . T h is  b r e a k  w a s  m a d e  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  p ro ­

p o r t io n s  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  p e r s o n s  in  fa m il ie s  in  

1930, a s  d e r iv e d  f ro m  th e  c e n s u s  d a t a  fo r  th e  f a r m  a n d  

fo r  t h e  n o n fa rm  p o p u la t io n  in  e a c h  re g io n .5 A n  a d ju s t ­

m e n t  w a s  m a d e  a t  a  l a t e r  s ta g e  in  th e  w o rk  to  ta k e  

a c c o u n t  o f  th o s e  so n s  a n d  d a u g h te r s  w h o  w e re  l iv in g  

w ith  th e i r  p a r e n t s  b u t  w e re  n o t  m e m b e rs  o f th e  e co ­

n o m ic  fa m ily  a s  d e f in e d  in  th i s  s tu d y .6

Family Members by Type of Community

E s t im a te s  o f th e  n u m b e r  o f p e r s o n s  i n  f a r m  fa m ilie s  

in  e a c h  re g io n  w e re  o b ta in e d  in  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  s e p a r a t in g  

th e  f a rm  p o p u la t io n  in to  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  p e r so n s  

in  fa m ilie s . T h e  d iv is io n  o f  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  n o n ­

f a rm  fa m ily  m e m b e rs  in  e a c h  re g io n  a m o n g  th e  o th e r  

ty p e s  o f c o m m u n i ty — ru r a l  n o n fa rm , s m a ll  c itie s , 

m id d le -s iz e d  c itie s , la rg e  c itie s , a n d  m e tro p o lis e s — w a s  

m a d e  b y  a ss u m in g  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  re la t io n s h ip s  t h a t

3 F o r  S ta te s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  v a rio u s  r eg ion s, see  p p . 42-43.

4 T h e  n u m b e r  o f in s ti tu t io n a l  r e s id e n ts  in  1930 w a s  d e te r m in e d  b y  c o m b in in g  th e

fo llo w in g  q u a s i-fa m ily  g r ou p s  r e p o r te d  b y  th e  C e n su s: p e rson s i n  in s ti tu t io n s ,  in  

c re w s  o n  v e ss e ls ,  in  lab or  c a m p s, a n d  in  m il it a r y  a n d  n a v a l p o s ts .  F o r  m e th o d  u se d  

in  d iv id in g  in s ti tu t io n a l  p o p u la t io n  b y  t y p e  o f  in s ti tu t io n a l  g rou p , se e  p .  92.

6 F o r  m e th o d  o f o b ta in in g  n u m b e r  o f s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  in  1930, se e  p p . 7 7 -78 .

6 F or  e x p la n a tio n , see  p p . 76-77.
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w e re  sh o w n  b y  th e  1930 C e n s u s .7 I t  sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  

t h a t  t h e  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  fo r  r u r a l  n o n fa rm  a re a s  

in c lu d e d  n o n fa rm  fa m il ie s  l iv in g  in  o p e n  c o u n tr y  a s  w ell 

a s  in  v illa g e s , a l th o u g h  th e  s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s  a g a in s t  

w h ic h  th e y  w e re  a p p lie d  in c lu d e d  d a t a  f ro m  v illag e  

fa m il ie s  o n ly .

F a m ilie s  b y  R e g io n  a n d  

T y p e  o f  C o m m u n ity

H a v in g  d e te rm in e d , fo r  e a c h  ty p e  o f c o m m u n i ty  

w ith in  e a c h  re g io n , t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  liv in g  

in  fa m ilie s , t h e  n e x t  s te p  w a s  to  c o n v e r t  th e s e  p e rs o n s  

in to  fa m ily  u n i ts .

D a t a  f ro m  th e  1930 C e n s u s  w e re  f i r s t  u se d  to  c a lc u la te  

t h e  a v e ra g e  size  o f  fa m ily  in  e a c h  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity  

w i th in  e a c h  re g io n . B u t  th e  a v e ra g e  s ize  o f  fa m ily  in  

th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  h a s  b e e n  d e c lin in g  s in c e  1900 b y  th e  

a b s o lu te  a m o u n t  o f  tw o - te n th s  o f  a  p e r s o n  e a c h  d e c a d e . 

S in c e  i t  is  r e a s o n a b le  to  a ss u m e  t h a t  th e  t r e n d  h a s  

c o n t in u e d  d u r in g  th e  p r e s e n t  d e c a d e , i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  

to  re d u c e  s o m e w h a t  th e  a v e ra g e s  sh o w n  b y  th e  1930 

C e n s u s  to  a v o id  u n d e re s t im a t in g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ilie s  

in  t h e  1936 p o p u la t io n .  I n  l in e  w i th  su g g e s t io n s  m a d e  

b y  t h e  C e n s u s  B u r e a u , th e  1930 a v e ra g e  s ize  o f  fa m ily  

in  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  w a s  a ss u m e d  to  h a v e  d e c re a se d  

f ro m  4 .1  to  4 .0  b y  1936. T h e  a v e ra g e  size  o f  fa m ily  in  

e a c h  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity  w ith in  e a c h  re g io n  w a s  re d u c e d  

in  t h e  sa m e  p ro p o r t io n ,  o r  2 .4  p e r c e n t  b e lo w  th e  1930 

a v e ra g e .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  d e g re e  o f u r b a n iz a t io n  

in  e a c h  re g io n  w a s  th e n  o b ta in e d  b y  d iv id in g  t h e  e s t i ­

m a te d  fa m ily  p o p u la t io n  fo r  1936 b y  th e  a d ju s te d  

a v e ra g e  s ize  o f  fa m ily .

I t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  b o th  th e  fa m ily  p o p u la t io n  

a n d  th e  a v e ra g e  size  o f fa m ily  u se d  in  d e te rm in in g  th e  

n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  d e g re e  o f u rb a n iz a t io n  in  

e a c h  re g io n  w e re  b a s e d  o n  t h e  c e n s u s  d e f in itio n  o f  a  

fa m ily  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  th e  d e f in itio n  o f  th e  e c o n o m ic  

fa m ily  u s e d  in  th i s  s tu d y .  T h is  p ro c e d u re  w a s  u n ­

a v o id a b le ,  a n d  is  c o n s id e re d  ju s t if ia b le , s in c e  th e r e  is  

n o  re a s o n  to  a ss u m e  t h a t  th e  n u m b e r  o f  e c o n om ic  

fa m il ie s  w o u ld  b e  a p p re c ia b ly  d if fe re n t  f ro m  th e  n u m b e r  

o f  c e n s u s  fa m il ie s .8

F a m ilie s  b y  C o lo r  a n d  

N a t i v i t y  G r o u p

F a m il ie s  in  e a c h  ty p e  o f c o m m u n ity  in  e a c h  re g ion  

w e re  n e x t  d iv id e d  a m o n g  th e  fo u r  c o lo r  a n d  n a t i v i t y  

g ro u p s :  n a t iv e - b o r n  w h ite , fo re ig n -b o rn  w h ite ,  N e g ro , 

a n d  o th e r  c o lo r . R e c e n t  e s t im a te s  o f th e  c o lo r- 

n a t i v i t y  d is t r ib u t io n  o f th e  p o p u la t io n  fo r  th e  to t a l

7 F o r  d e fin it io n s  o f  th e s e  v a rio u s  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n ity ,  se e  A p p e n d ix  A , se c . 1.

s T h e  n u m b e r  o f c e n su s  fam ilie s  w o u ld  b e  r ed u c ed  o n ly  to  th e  e x te n t th a t  th e  

a d j u stm e n t for so n s  or da u g h te rs  liv in g  a t  h o m e  b u t n o t p oo lin g  th e ir  in co m e s  in  th  e  

c o m m o n  fa m ily  fu n d  le ft  o n ly  o n e  m e m b e r  o f t h e  fa m ily  gr ou p . T h e  a v er a ge  s iz e  o f  

c e n su s  fa m ily ,  h o w e v e r , w o u ld  b e  a p p r e c ia b ly  larger th a n  th e  a v er a ge  s iz e  o f  th e  

e c o n o m ic  fa m ily . F o r  e x p la n a tio n  o f th is  p o in t , se e  p .  77.

U n i te d  S ta te s  w e re  a v a i la b le  f ro m  a  s tu d y  m a d e  b y  th e  

p o p u la t io n  c o m m it te e  o f th e  N a t io n a l  R e so u rc e s  C o m ­

m i t te e .  A  c o m p a r is o n  o f  th e s e  f ig u re s  w i th  th o s e  sh o w n  

b y  th e  1930 C e n s u s  in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e  p r in c ip a l  c h a n g e  

t h a t  h a d  o c c u rre d  w a s  a  d e c re a se  in  th e  p r o p o r t io n  o f 

fo re ig n -b o rn  w h ite s  in  t h e  p o p u la t io n  f ro m  10.9 p e r c e n t  

to  9 .4  p e r c e n t  o f th e  to ta l .  T h e  s a m e  r e la t iv e  r e d u c ­

tio n — 13.8 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  1930 f ig u re — w a s  a p p lie d  

u n ifo rm ly  to  th e  p ro p o r t io n s  o f  fo re ig n -b o rn  w h ite  

fa m ilie s  in  e a c h  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  w ith in  e a c h  re g io n  

a s  sh o w n  b y  th e  1930 C e n su s . T h e  a b s o lu te  d if fe re n c e  

b e tw e e n  th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  fo re ig n -b o rn  w h ite s  in  th e  

2 y e a r s  w a s  a d d e d  to  t h e  1930 p e rc e n ta g e  o f  n a t iv e - b o r n  

w h ite s  in  th e  s a m e  a re a  to  o b ta in  t h e  1936 p e rc e n ta g e  

fo r  t h a t  g ro u p . T h e  p ro p o r t io n s  o f  N e g ro  a n d  o f 

o th e r  c o lo r  fa m il ie s  r e m a in e d  th e  s a m e  a s  th o s e  sh o w n  

b y  th e  1930 C e n su s .

T h e  d iv is io n  o f  f a r m  a n d  r u r a l  n o n fa rm  fa m il ie s  b y  

c o lo r  a n d  n a t i v i t y  g ro u p s  w a s  n e c e s s a ry , fo r  o b ta in in g  

p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts ,  o n ly  in  th e  S o u th e rn  R e g io n . F o r  

th is  re g io n , t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  f a rm  a n d  o f r u r a l  n o n ­

f a rm  N e g ro  a n d  o th e r  c o lo r  fa m ilie s  w e re  a p p l ie d  

a s  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  a g a in s t  th e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d is ­

t r ib u t io n s  fo r  N e g ro  n o r m a l  fa m ilie s , w h ile  t h e  t o ta l  

n u m b e r  o f  n a t iv e - b o r n  a n d  fo re ig n -b o rn  w h i te s  w e re  

a p p lie d  a s  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  a g a in s t  th e  s a m p le  in ­

c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n a t iv e -w h i te  n o r m a l  fa m ilie s . 

I n  o th e r  re g io n s ,  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  f a r m  a n d  o f r u r a l  

n o n fa rm  fa m il ie s  w e re  a p p l ie d  a s  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  

a g a in s t  t h e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n a t iv e -  

w h ite  n o rm a l  fam ilie s .

F arm  F a m ilie s  b y  T y p e  o f  F a rm in g

P o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  fo r  th e  f a r m  s a m p le  d is t r ib u t io n s  

w e re  o b ta in e d  b y  d iv id in g  a ll t h e  f a r m  fa m ilie s  i n  th e  

U n i te d  S ta te s  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  p r in c ip a l  ty p e s  o f  f a r m ­

in g  re p re s e n te d  b y  t h e  s a m p le  d a t a  u s e d  f r o m  t h e  S tu d y  

o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .  T h e  d iv is io n  o f  fa m il ie s  w a s  

m a d e  a lo n g  S ta t e  b o u n d a r y  l in e s  w ith  a l l  t h e  f a rm  

fa m il ie s  in  a  g iv e n  S ta t e  a ss ig n e d  to  t h e  s a m e  g ro u p , 

o n  th e  b a s is  o f th e  ty p e  o f fa rm in g  p re v a i l in g  in  th e  

S ta te  a s  a  w h o le . T h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  f a r m  fa m il ie s  

in  t h e  S ta te s  a ss ig n e d  to  e a c h  ty p e -o f - f a rm in g  g ro u p  

w a s  u s e d  a s  t h e  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h t  fo r  t h e  s a m p le  d is ­

t r ib u t io n  r e p re s e n t in g  t h a t  t y p e  o f  f a rm in g .9

F o r  t h e  S o u th e rn  S ta te s  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  o b ta in  

s e p a r a te  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  fo r  o p e r a to r  a n d  fo r  s h a re ­

c ro p p e r  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  o f  t h e  th r e e  c o lo r  g ro u p s —  

w h ite , N e g ro  a n d  o th e r  c o lo r. T h e  1935 A g ric u l ­

t u r a l  C e n s u s  fu rn is h e d  th e  b a s is  o f th is  te n u r e  b re a k  

w ith in  t h e  w h i te  a n d  th e  N e g ro  g ro u p s . T h e  te n u re  

b re a k  fo r  o th e r  c o lo r  fa m il ie s  w a s  m a d e  o n  t h e  b a s is  

o f  th e  p ro p o r t io n s  sh o w n  fo r  N e g ro  fa m ilie s .10

9 S e e  s u m m a r y  ta b u la t io n s  in  ta b le s  1A  a n d  3A .

F o r  d e fin it io n s  o f  op e ra tor  a n d  sh ar ec ro pp e r, see  fo o tn o te  11, p .  43.



F a m ilie s  b y  N o r m a l  a n d  

B ro k e n  C o m p o s itio n

T h e  d iv is io n  o f  fa m il ie s  a c c o rd in g  to  n o r m a l  o r  b ro k e n  

c o m p o s itio n  11 w a s  c a r r ie d  th r o u g h  o n ly  fo r  n a t iv e -  

w h ite  fa m il ie s  in  u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s  in  e a c h  re g io n  a n d  

fo r  N e g ro  fa m ilie s  in  S o u th e rn  u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  

in  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  la rg e  c itie s  a n d  m e tro p o lis e s .  S in ce  

s a m p le  in c o m e  d a t a  w e re  n o t  a v a i la b le  fo r  b ro k e n  

fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  v illa g e s  a n d  in  m o s t  o f th e  f a rm  a re a s , 

i t  w a s  n o t  n e c e s s a ry  to  o b ta in  s e p a r a te  p o p u la t io n  

w e ig h ts  fo r  n o rm a l  a n d  fo r  b ro k e n  fa m il ie s  in  th e se  

ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n ity .  S im ila rly , n o  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  

w ere  re q u ire d  fo r  n o r m a l  a n d  b ro k e n  fa m il ie s  in  o th e r  

c o lo r  a n d  n a t i v i t y  g ro u p s , i . e .,  t h e  fo re ig n -b o rn  

w h ite , th e  o th e r  c o lo r , o r— in  a re a s  w h e re  t h e y  w e re  

n o t  in c lu d e d  in  th e  re g u la r  s a m p le — fo r  th e  N e g ro  

g ro u p .11 12

T h e  d iv is io n  b e tw e e n  n a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l  a n d  n a t iv e -  

w h ite  b ro k e n  fa m il ie s  w a s  m a d e  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  

p ro p o r t io n s  o f  n o r m a l  a n d  b ro k e n  fa m ilie s  fo u n d  in  

28 o f  th e  c it ie s  c o v e re d  b y  th e  S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  

P u rc h a s e s . B e c a u se  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  to t a l  p o p u ­

la t io n  c o v e re d  b y  th e  s a m p le  in  e a c h  o f  th e s e  c it ie s  

w a s  m u c h  s m a lle r  fo r  b ro k e n  fa m il ie s  t h a n  fo r  n o rm a l 

fa m ilie s , i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  m u l t ip ly  th e  n u m b e r  

o f  b ro k e n  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  s a m p le  c o m m u n i ty  b y  a  

s te p - u p  f a c to r  b e fo re  c o m p u tin g  th e  p r o p o r t io n s  o f 

n o rm a l  a n d  o f  b ro k e n  fa m ilie s . T h u s  if  th e  re g u la r  

s a m p lin g  c o v e ra g e  fo r  n a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l  fa m il ie s  in  

a  g iv e n  c i ty  w a s  10 p e r c e n t ,  w h ile  t h e  c o v e ra g e  fo r  

o th e r  fa m il ie s  w a s  o n ly  5 p e r c e n t ,  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  

m u l t ip ly  th e  n u m b e r  o f b ro k e n  fa m il ie s  in  th e  s a m p le  

b y  tw o .13

T h e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f n a t iv e -w h ite  fa m il ie s  t h a t  w e re  

n o r m a l— i. e ., c o n ta in e d  b o th  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife— w as  

th e n  o b ta in e d  fo r  e a c h  c i ty  b y  d iv id in g  th e  n u m b e r  o f 

n o rm a l  fa m ilie s  in  th e  s a m p le  b y  th e  t o t a l  o f n o rm a l  

fa m il ie s  p lu s  th e  s te p p e d - u p  n u m b e r  o f  b ro k e n  fa m ilie s . 

W h e n  th e re  w a s  m o re  t h a n  o n e  s a m p le  o f a n y  ty p e  o f 

c o m m u n i ty  in  th e  sa m e  re g io n , th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  fo r  th e  

v a r io u s  c it ie s  w e re  a v e ra g e d  to  o b ta in  t h e  p e r c e n ta g e  

f ig u re s  f in a l ly  u se d  to  d e te rm in e  fo r  e a c h  ty p e  o f  c o m -

11 F o r  d e fin it io n s  o f  n or m a l a n d  b r o k e n  fa m il ie s , se e  p . 43.

12 W h er e  sa m p le  in c o m e  d a t a  w e r e  a v a ila b le  for fam ilie s  in  th e s e  g r o u p s , th e y  w e re  

p oo le d  a n d  on e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d is tr ib u tio n  o b t a in e d  for a ll su c h  n o n r e lie f fa m ilie s  in  

th e  c o m m u n it y  s a m p le d .  A n  e x c e p t io n  t o  th is  p r a c tic e  w a s  m a d e  in  th e  c ase o f  

for eign -bor n  w h ite s  in  N o r th  C e n tra l la rg e c it ie s  a n d  m e tr o p o lise s , w h e r e  se p ar a te  

in c o m e  d is tr ib u t io n s  w e r e  o b ta in e d  for th is  g rou p . S e e  p .  54.

13 S te p -u p  fac tor s u se d  t o  b r in g  th e  c lip p e d  sa m p le  d a ta  for b r ok e n  fa m ilie s  u p  to  th e  

c o v e ra g e o f  th e  r egu lar  sa m p le  d a ta  for n or m a l fa m ilie s  w e r e  a s  fo llow s: C h ic ag o , 111., 

8.60; P r o v id e n c e ,  R . I . ,  6.10; C o lu m b u s , O h io , 14.78; A tla n ta , G a ., 17.17; D e n v e r ,  C o lo .

6.91; P o r t la n d ,  O reg ., 14.62; H a v e r h il l, M a s s .,  4.35; N e w  B r ita in , C o n n .,  4.21; M u n c ie ,  

I n d .,  13.90; N e w  C a stle , P a . ,  8.42; S p r in g fie ld , 111., 8.72; D u b u q u e , Io w a , 12.61; C o ­

lu m b ia , S .  C .,  16.29; M o b ile , A la .,  14.20; B u t te ,  M o n t . ,  14.50; P u e b lo , C o lo ., 12.52; 

A b e r d e e n -H o q u ia m , W a s h . , 12.97; B e ll in g h a m , W a s h .,  6.02; E v e r e tt , W a sh .,  15.67; 

W a llin g for d , C o n n ., 8.18; B e a v e r  F a lls , P a . ,  4.61; C o n n e llsv il le , P a . ,  4.79; L o ga n sp or t,

I n d .,  6.29; P e r u , I n d .,  5.32; M a tt o o n , 111., 4.95; A lb a n y , G a., 9.71; G a sto n ia , N .  C .,  

5.00; B i ll in g s , M o n t . ,  2.87.
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C o n s u m e r  I n c o m e s

m  u n i ty  w i th in  e a c h  re g io n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  n o r m a l  a n d  

th e  n u m b e r  o f  b ro k e n  n a t iv e -w h ite  fa m ilie s .14

I n  e a c h  o f th e  th r e e  s izes o f  c it ie s  in  th e  S o u th  a n d  in  

m e tro p o lis e s  a n d  la rg e  c it ie s  in  t h e  N o r th  C e n t r a l  R e ­

g io n  th e  n u m b e r s  o f  n o r m a l  a n d  o f  b ro k e n  N e g ro  fa m i ­

lie s  w e re  o b ta in e d  in  th e  sa m e  w a y .

T h e  a b o v e  m e th o d s  w e re  a d o p te d  b e c a u s e  n o  c e n su s  

d a t a  w e re  a v a i la b le  fo r  d iv id in g  fa m ilie s  a c c o rd in g  to  

n o r m a l  o r  b ro k e n  c o m p o s itio n . T h e  l a t e s t  a v a i la b le  

f ig u re s  w e re  fo r  1930 a n d  w e re  n o t  in  su ff ic ie n t d e ta i l  

to  m e e t  th e  n e e d s  o f  th i s  s tu d y .  T h e  e s t im a te d  p ro p o r ­

t io n s  o f  n o r m a l  a n d  b ro k e n  fa m il ie s  in  u r b a n  c o m m u n ­

i t i e s  in  e a c h  re g io n  a re  sh o w n  in  t h e  a c c o m p a n y in g  ta b le .

7 3

Tabl e  8A.— P r o p o r t i o n s  o f  n o r m a l  a n d  b r o k e n  u r b a n  f a m i l i e s  i n  

t w o  c o l o r - n a t i v i t y  g r o u p s , b y  r e g i o n  a n d  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n i t y , 1 

1 9 3 5 - 3 6

R e g io n  a n d  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity

N a t iv e -w h ite N e g r o

N o r m a l
fa m ilie s

B r ok e n
fa m ilie s

N o r m a l
fa m ilie s

B r o k e n
fa m ilie s

N e w  E n g la n d : P e r c e n t P e r c e n t P e r c e n t P e r c e n t

L arg e c it ie s _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 76. 6 23. 4
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s _ __ __ __ __ 79 .1 20. 9
S m a ll c it ie s _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 8 2 .6 17 .4

N o r th  C e ntra l:
M e tr o p o lis e s_ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ 8 1 .8 1 8 .2 70 .5 29 .5
L a sg e  c it ie s _______ _______ 78 .4 2 1 .6 7 6 .9 23 .1
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s _ __ __ __ __ 8 1 .2 18 .8

8 1 .1 18 .9
S ou th :

L arg e c it ie s _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 8 0 .2 19 .8 62 .9 37 .1
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s ___  _ _ _ _ 78 .7 21 .3 68 .7 3 1 .3
S m all c it ie s _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 8 2 .4 17 .6 67 .5 3 2 .5

M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s:
7 9 .9 20 .1
7 9 .6 20. 4
8 1 .5 18 .5

P acific:
8 0 .7 19 .3
80. 6 19. 4
80. 6 19. 4

1 F o r  d e fin it io n  o f  e ac h  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n it y , se e  p .  43.

F a m ilie s  b y  R e l ie f  S ta tu s

T h e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  re l ie f  a n d  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  th e  

v a r io u s  c o lo r  a n d  n a t i v i t y  g ro u p s  w ith in  e a c h  ty p e  o f 

c o m m u n i ty  in  e a c h  re g io n  w a s  m a d e  o n  th e  b a s is  o f th e  

p r o p o r t io n s  sh o w n  b y  d a t a  f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  

P u rc h a s e s  a n d  a lso  f ro m  th e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y  

c o n d u c te d  b y  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  P u b lic  H e a l th  S e rv ic e . 

T h e  s tu d ie s  c o v e re d  a p p ro x im a te ly  t h e  s a m e  p e r io d , 

a n d  b o th  d e f in e d  a  re lie f  fa m ily  a s  o n e  t h a t  h a d  re ­

c e iv e d  a n y  fo rm  o f a s s is ta n c e  f ro m  a  p u b l ic  o r  p r iv a te  

a g e n c y  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  th e  s c h e d u le  y e a r ,  so  t h a t  

th e  d a t a  w e re  c o m p a ra b le .15 *

F o r  e a c h  s a m p le  c o m m u n i ty  in  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n ­

s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s ,  th e  p e r c e n t  o f fa m il ie s  t h a t  h a d  r e ­

c e iv e d  re lie f  w a s  c a lc u la te d  fo r  e a c h  c o lo r -n a t iv i ty

14 E a c h  c i t y  w a s  g iv e n  e q u a l w e ig h t in  th is  pr oce du r e. I n  th e  case o f  s m a ll  c it ie s  in  

th e  N e w  E n g la n d  a n d  in  th e  M o u n t a in  a n d  P la in s  R e g io n s  th e r e  w a s  o n ly  o n e  

sa m p le  c i t y  for w h ic h  th e  p e r c en t o f  n or m a l fa m ilie s w a s  a v a ila b le . T h e  p e r c en t  

for th is  c i t y  w a s  av er a ge d  w ith  th e  p e r c en t o f  n o r m a l fam ilie s  in  th e  m id d le -s iz e d  

c it ie s  in  th e  reg ion  a n d  th e  r esu lt  u se d  as  r e p r e se n ta tiv e  o f  s m a ll  c it ie s . I n  th e  c a se  

o f th e  P a c if ic  R e g io n  th e r e  w a s  n o  sm a ll  c i t y  for w h ic h  t h e  p e r ce n t o f  n o r m a l fa m ilie s  

w a s a v a ila b le ;  th e  p e r c en t in  m id d le -s iz e d  c itie s  w a s  u s e d  as  r e p r e se n ta tiv e  o f  sm aB  

c it ie s  a s  w e ll .

15 F o r  e x p la n a t io n  o f th e  r e lie f  c lass if ic a tio n , se e  p . 42.
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g ro u p , w i th  s e p a r a te  p e r c e n ts  fo r  n o r m a l  a n d  fo r  b ro k e n  

fa m ilie s  w h e n e v e r  th e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d a t a  fo r  a n y  g ro u p  

h a d  b e e n  c la ss if ied  in  t h a t  m a n n e r .16

T h e  re lie f  p e r c e n ts  fo r  u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s , a s  d e ­

r iv e d  f r o m  th e  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  d a t a ,  w e re  a d ju s te d  

b y  m e a n s  o f  th e  re l ie f  p e r c e n ts  fo r  71 c it ie s  in c lu d e d  in  

th e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y . T h e  tw o  s tu d ie s  sh o w e d  

v e r y  s im ila r  p e rc e n ta g e s  fo r  c o m m u n it ie s  o f th e  sa m e  

d e g re e  o f u rb a n iz a t io n  w ith in  a  re g io n , so  t h a t  th e  

a d ju s tm e n t s  w e re  r e la t iv e ly  m in o r .

T h e  d a t a  f ro m  th e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y  d id  n o t  

y ie ld  s e p a r a te  re lie f  p e r c e n ts  fo r  n o r m a l  a n d  b ro k e n  

fa m il ie s ,  o r  fo r  e v e ry  c o lo r  a n d  n a t i v i t y  g ro u p . F o r  38 

c itie s ,  th e  re lie f  p e r c e n ts  w e re  a v a i la b le  fo r  a ll c o lo r  a n d  

n a t i v i t y  g ro u p s  c o m b in e d , a n d  fo r  33 c it ie s  th e y  w e re  

a v a i la b le  fo r  a ll w h i te  fa m il ie s  a n d  fo r  a l l  N e g ro  p lu s  

o th e r  c o lo r  fa m ilie s . I n  o rd e r  to  a v e ra g e  th e  p e rc e n ts  

f ro m  t h e  tw o  s tu d ie s ,  b y  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  w i th in  e a c h  

re g io n , i t  w a s  f i r s t  n e c e s s a ry  to  p la c e  th e m  o n  a  c o m ­

p a r a b le  b a s is . T h is  w a s  d o n e  a s  fo l lo w s : T h e  n u m b e r  o f 

re l ie f  fa m ilie s  in  e a c h  c o lo r  a n d  n a t i v i t y  g ro u p  in  e a c h  

d e g re e  o f  u r b a n iz a t io n  in  a  re g io n  w a s  f i r s t  c a lc u la te d  o n  

th e  b a s is  o f  t h e  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  S tu d y  p e rc e n ta g e s . 

R e lie f  p e r c e n ts  w e re  t h e n  c a lc u la te d  fo r  a ll c o lo r  a n d  

n a t i v i t y  g ro u p s  c o m b in e d , o r  a s  s e p a r a te  p e r c e n ts  fo r  a ll 

w h i te  fa m ilie s  a n d  fo r  a ll N e g ro  a n d  o th e r  c o lo r  fa m ilie s . 

T h is  d o n e , i t  w a s  p o s s ib le  to  o b ta in  a  c o r re c te d  re lie f  

p e r c e n t  fo r  c it ie s  o f  th e  s a m e  d e g re e  o f  u rb a n iz a t io n  

w ith in  e a c h  re g io n  b y  a v e ra g in g  th e  p e r c e n ts  f r o m  th e  

tw o  s tu d ie s .  T h e  p e r c e n t  f ro m  e a c h  s tu d y  w a s  w e ig h te d  

in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e  n u m b e r  o f c it ie s  o f  a  g iv e n  size  

a n d  re g io n  c o v e re d  b y  t h e  s a m p le  d a t a  f ro m  e a c h  s tu d y .

T h e  c o r re c te d  p e r c e n ts  w e re  t h e n  u s e d  to  d e te rm in e  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  re l ie f  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  d e g re e  o f  u r b a n i ­

z a t io n  w ith in  e a c h  re g io n . T h e s e  fa m il ie s  w e re  a llo ­

c a te d  to  t h e  v a r io u s  c o lo r - n a t iv i ty  g ro u p s  a n d  to  n o rm a l  

a n d  b ro k e n  fa m ilie s  w ith in  a  g ro u p  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  

p ro p o r t io n s  o f  re lie f  fa m ilie s  in  th e s e  g ro u p s  s h o w n  b y  

th e  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  S tu d y .17 T h e  e s t im a te d  p e r -

!<> T h u s  in  N o r th  C e n tr a l large c it ie s  a n d  m e tr o p o lise s , r e lief  p e r c en ts  w e r e  c a lc u ­

la te d  for n a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l, n a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n , N e g r o  n o r m a l, N e g r o  b r ok e n, 

a n d  for eign -bor n  w h ite  fa m ilie s . I n  u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s  in  th e  S o u th , r e lie f  p e rc en ts  

w e r e  c a lc u la te d  for n a t iv e -w h ite  n o r m a l, N e g r o  n o r m a l, N e g r o  b r o k e n , a n d  th e  c o m ­

b in e d  g r ou p  o f  n a t iv e -w h ite  b r o k e n  a n d  for eign -bor n  w h ite  fa m ilie s . T h e  p e r ce n t o f  

a ll  N e g r o  fa m ilie s  th a t  r e c eiv ed  r e lie f  w a s  u se d  as  th e  r e lief  p e r c e n t for th e  o th er  color  

g rou p  in  th e  a b o v e  c o m m u n it ie s . I n  u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s  in  th e  N e w  E n g la n d , th e  

M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s  a n d  th e  P a c if ic  R e g io n s , a n d  in  m id d le -s iz e d  a n d  s m a ll  c it ie s  

in  th e  N o r th  C e n tr a l R e g io n , r e l ie f  p e r c e n ts  w e r e  c a lc u la te d  for n a t iv e -w h it e  nor m a l, 

for  n a t iv e -w h ite  b rok e n  a n d  for th e  c o m b in e d  g r ou p  o f foreign-born  w h ite ,  N e g r o  an d  

o th e r  c olor fa m ilie s , b o t h  n o r m a l a n d  b r o k e n . F o r  v i lla g e  a n d  far m  c o m m u n it ie s  

in  a ll r e g io n s  e x c e p t th e  S o u th , th e  r e lie f  p e r c e n t for n a t iv e -w h it e  n o r m a l fa m ilie s  w a s  

u s e d  for a ll c o lo r -n a tiv ity  a n d  fa m ily  c o m p o s it io n  g r o u p s  c o m b in e d . F o r  v il la g e  a n d  

far m  c o m m u n it ie s  in  th e  S o u th , th e  r e lie f  p e r c e n ts  for  n a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l fa m ilie s  

w e r e  u s e d  for a ll w diite fam ilie s  a n d  th o se  for N e g r o  n or m a l fa m ilie s  for a ll N e g r o  an d  

o th er  c o lo r  fam ilie s .

17 W h e n  th e  N a t io n a l  H e a lt h  S u r v e y  y ie ld e d  se p ar a te  p e rc en ta g es  for a ll  w h ite s  

a n d  for a l l  N e g r o  a n d  o th er  c olor fam ilie s , c orr ec te d  p e rc en ta g es  w e r e  c o m p u te d  

for e ac h  o f th e s e  t w o  g rou p s , a n d  i t  w a s  p o ss ib le  t o  d e te r m in e  th e  to t a l  n u m b e r  o f  

w h ite  fa m ilie s  o n  r e l ie f  in  a  g iv e n  d e gr ee  o f  u r b a n iz a tio n  a n d  th e  to ta l  n u m b e r  o f  

N e g r o  a n d  o th e r  c olor fa m ilie s . I n  su c h  in sta n c e s , th e  d is tr ib u tio n  o f fa m ilie s  to  

c o m p o n e n t q u a li ta tiv e  g rou p s  w a s  m a d e  se p a r a te ly  for  e ac h  g r ou p — th a t is ,  w h ite  

fa m ilie s w e re  d is tr ib u te d  a m o n g  n a tiv e -w h ite  n o r m a l, n a t iv e -w h ite  b rok e n , an d  foreign-

c e n ts  o f  re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  th e  v a r io u s  ty p e s  of c o m m u n i ty  

w ith in  e a c h  re g io n  a re  sh o w n  in  th e  a c c o m p a n y in g  

ta b le .

Ta bl e 9 A .— P e r c e n t  o f  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  r e c e i v e d  r e l i e f  a t  a n y  t i m e  d u r ­

i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  h y  r e g i o n  a n d  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n i t y , 1 1 9 3 5 - 3 6

T y p e  of c o m m u n ity
A ll

r eg ion s

N e w
E n g ­
la n d

region

N o r th
C e n tra l
region

S ou th ern
region

M o u n ­
ta in
an d

P la in s
region

P a cific
region

14 .8  
16.4  
18.3  
16. 5

14 .8  
18. 2 
17. 7 
18.2

16.0
2 0 .6
17 .6

1 5 .2  
15. 6 
12 .5

17 .0
2 4 .4
2 3 .7

12 .9
21 .9  
10 .2S m a ll c it ie s____________

All u r b a n  c o m m u ­
n ities .. .  _______

R u r al n on far m  c o m m u n i ­
t ie s _______  ____

F a r m s ........... ....... ............. -

A ll rural c o m m u n i-

1 6 .5 18.0 17 .0 14. 2 2 1 .8 13 .6

19.3
8 .9

20 .9
5 .3

20. 9 
2 .9

16 .6
11 .2

2 0 .8
17 .9

2 0 .4
8 .2

1 3 .6 15 .8 12 .2 13 .2 19.1 15 .3

A ll c o m m u n it ie s__ 15 .3 17.4 15. 5 13 .6 20. 1 j 14. 2

1 F or  d e fin it io n  of e ac h  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n it y ,  see  p . 43.

T h e  u se  o f s a m p le  d a t a  f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  

P u rc h a s e s  a n d  f ro m  th e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y  to  

d e te rm in e  th e  n u m b e r  a n d  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  re l ie f  fa m il ie s  

in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  p e r h a p s  c a lls  fo r  so m e  e x p la n a tio n .  

N o  c o m p re h e n s iv e  re l ie f  s ta t i s t i c s  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p ile d  

o n  th e  b a s is  o f a  re l ie f  d e f in itio n  s u c h  a s  w a s  u s e d  in  th e  

S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .  S u c h  in te g r a te d  re lie f  

se rie s  a s  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p ile d  o n  a  n a t io n a l  s c a le  a r e  o n  

a  m o n th ly  b a s is , a n d  d o  n o t  y ie ld  a n  u n d u p l ic a te d  c o u n t  

o f th e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  a n d  in d iv id u a ls  re c e iv in g - a n y  

fo rm  o f re l ie f  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  a  y e a r .  T h e  d is a d ­

v a n ta g e s  o f  u s in g  s a m p le  d a t a  w e re  m in im iz e d  b y  th e  

e x te n s iv e  c o v e ra g e  o f t h e  tw o  s tu d ie s .

N o n r e i i e f  F a m ilie s  b y  S iz e  

a n d  b y  O c c u p a t io n a l  G r o u p

B y  s u b t r a c t in g  th e  n u m b e r  o f re lie f  fa m il ie s  f ro m  th e  

t o ta l  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  o f  t h e  c o m p o n e n t  

g ro u p s , i t  w a s  p o ss ib le  to  a s c e r ta in  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  n o n ­

re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  g ro u p  in  e a c h  d e g re e  

o f u rb a n iz a t io n  in  e a c h  re g io n . T h e s e  n o n re l ie f  f a m i ­

lie s  w e re  th e n  d is t r ib u te d  a m o n g  th e  fo u r  s izes  o f  fa m ily  

a n d  a m o n g  th e  e ig h t  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s .18 B o th  of 

th e s e  d iv is io n s  w e re  m a d e  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  p ro p o r ­

t io n s  sh o w n  b y  th e  n o n re l ie f  fa m il ie s  in te rv ie w e d  in  th e  

S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .

T h e  in c o m e  s c h e d u le s  f r o m  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  g a v e  

in f o r m a tio n  o n  b o th  size  o f fa m ily  a n d  o c c u p a t io n a l  

g ro u p , b u t  n o  a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  

to  c o m p u te  s a m p le  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  e a c h  size  

o f fa m ily  w ith in  e a c h  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p . I n s te a d  th e

b o r n  w h ite  g rou p s  a c co r d in g  to  th e  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u t io n  o f r e lie f  fa m ilie s  in  th e s e  

gr ou p s  as  s h o w n  b y  th e  C on su m er  P u r c h ase s S tu d y  d a ta . N e g r o  a n d  o th e r  color  

r elief  fa m ilie s  w e r e  a llo ca ted  in  a  .sim ilar fash ion  a m o n g  th e  c o m p o n e n t g r ou p s  oi 

fam ilie s.

18 F or  d e sc r ip tio n  o f fam ily -s iz e  a n d  o c c u p atio n al c lass if ic a tion s , se e  p p . 43-44.
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d a t a  w e re  f i r s t  c la ss ified  b y  fa m ily  size, a ll o c c u p a tio n s  

c o m b in e d , a n d  th e n  re c la s s if ie d  b y  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p , 

a ll fa m ily  s izes  c o m b in e d .19 I n  o b ta in in g  th e  p o p u la ­

t io n  w e ig h ts ,  th e re fo re , a  s im ila r  p ro c e d u re  w a s  fo l ­

lo w e d — i. e ., n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  w e re  d iv id e d  o n c e  a c c o rd ­

in g  to  fa m ily  size  a n d  o n c e  a c c o rd in g  to  o c c u p a t io n a l  

g ro u p . T h e  d iv is io n s  w e re  m a d e  s e p a r a te ly  fo r  e a c h  

c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  g ro u p , a n d  fo r  n o r m a l  a n d  b ro k e n  fa m i ­

lie s  w ith in  a  g ro u p  w h e n e v e r  t h e  s a m p le  d a t a  w e re  

c la ss if ied  in  t h a t  m a n n e r .  T h u s  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f 

n o n re lie f  n a t iv e -w h ite  n o rm a l  fa m ilie s  in  s m a ll  c itie s  in  

th e  N o r th  C e n t r a l  R e g io n  w a s  d iv id e d  a m o n g  th e  fo u r 

s izes  o f  fa m ily , a n d  a m o n g  th e  s e v e n  o c c u p a t io n a l  

g ro u p s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  a v e ra g e  p ro p o r t io n s  sh o w n  b y  

th e  n o n re l ie f  n a t iv e -w h ite  n o rm a l  fa m il ie s  in  N o r th  

C e n t r a l  s m a ll  c itie s  t h a t  w e re  in te rv ie w e d  in  th e  S tu d y  

o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .20

T h e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d a t a  c o lle c te d  f ro m  re lie f  fa m ilie s  

in te rv ie w e d  in  t h e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  w e re  

n o t  a v a i la b le ,  w h e n  th e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  w a s  u n d e r ta k e n ,  

a c c o rd in g  to  size  o f  fa m ily  o r  a c c o rd in g  to  o c c u p a t io n a l  

g ro u p , so  t h a t  i t  w a s  u n n e c e s s a ry  to  a t t e m p t  to  d iv id e  

a ll re l ie f  fa m ilie s  in  t h e  p o p u la t io n  b y  th e s e  fa c to rs .

T h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  C e n s u s  fo r  1930 g a v e  a  d is t r ib u t io n  

o f a ll fa m il ie s  b y  s ize  w h ic h  w a s  u s e d  in  v a r io u s  w a y s  

to  c h e c k  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  fo r  n o n re l ie f  fa m il ie s  o b ta in e d  

fro m  th e  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  S tu d y  d a ta .  H o w e v e r,  

th e  d if fe re n c e s  in  d a te  and. in  d e f in itio n  o f  fa m ily , a n d  

th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f e x c lu d in g  re lie f  fa m il ie s  f ro m  th e  

b re a k -d o w n  m a d e  i t  im p o ss ib le  to  u se  th e  1930 C e n s u s  

p ro p o r t io n s  fo r  d is t r ib u t in g  th e  e s t im a te d  n u m b e r  o f 

fa m ilie s  in  1936 a c c o rd in g  to  size  o f  fa m ily .

T h e  o c c u p a t io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n  sh o w n  b y  th e  1930 

C e n s u s  w a s  in a d e q u a te  fo r  p u rp o s e s  o f  th is  s tu d y  

b e c a u s e  i t  r e p re s e n te d  g a in fu l  w o rk e rs  r a t h e r  t h a n  

fa m il ie s .  T h is  f a c t ,  t o g e th e r  w i th  th e  d if fe re n c e  in  

d a te ,  s l ig h t  d if fe re n c e s  in. d e f in itio n , a n d  th e  p ro b le m  

o f  e x c lu d in g  re lie f  fa m ilie s  f ro m  t h e  1936 c la ss if ic a tio n  

m a d e  i t  n e c e s s a ry  to  u se  t h e  o c c u p a t io n a l  d i s t r ib u t io n  

sh o w n  b y  th e  d a t a  f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u r ­

c h a s e s .

P o p u l a t i o n  W e ig h ts  fo r  C o m p o n e n t  G r o u p s  

o f  F a m i l ie s  a s  R e la te d  t o  F a m i l ie s  in  S a m p le

T h e  n u m b e r s  o f  fa m il ie s  in c lu d e d  in  t h e  s a m p le  

in c o m e  d a t a  f ro m  th e  v a r io u s  re g io n s  a n d  ty p e s  o f  

c o m m u n i ty ,  a n d  f ro m  th e  d if fe re n t  c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  

g ro u p s  a r e  sh o w n  in  ta b le s  10A  a n d  l l A  in  r e la t io n  to  

t h e  to t a l  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  in  th e  p o p u la t io n .  A s 

ta b le  10A  in d ic a te s ,  t h e  t o t a l  in c o m e  s a m p le  c o m p r is e d  

s l ig h t ly  le ss  t h a n  1 p e r c e n t  o f  a ll fa m il ie s  in  th e  U n i te d

19 F or  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p p . 53 -54 .

20 T h e  d is tr ib u t io n s  for sa m p le  c o m m u n itie s  o f  th e  sa m e  d e gr ee  o f  u r b a n iz a tio n  in  

e a c h  r eg ion  w e r e  a v e r ag e d  to  o b ta in  th e  p e rc en ta ge s  u s e d . U r b an  fa m ilie s  w e r e  c lass i ­

f ied  in t o  o n ly  s e v e n  o c c u p a tio n a l g r ou p s . F arm  fa m ilie s  c o n sti tu te d  th e  e ig h th  

o c c u p a tio n a l g r ou p  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e . S e e  p .  44.

Ta bl e 10 A .— C o m p a r i s o n  o f  t o ta l  n u m b e r  o f  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  p o p u ­

l a t i o n  a n d  n u m b e r  o f  f a m i l i e s  i n  i n c o m e  s a m p l e  f r o m  S t u d y  o f

C o n s u m e r  P u r c h a s e s , 1 b y  r e g io n  a n d  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n i t y ,2 1 9 3 5 - 3 6

R e g io n  a n d  ty p e  o f c o m m u n ity

F a m ilie s  in  sa m p le

p o p u la tio n

N u m b e r
P er c e n t  

o f  a l l  

fa m ilie s

N e w  E n g la n d :
L arg e c i t i e s ____ 574, 833 14,170 2. 47
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s ____ 461, 201 6, 998 1 .52
S m a ll c it ie s_ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ _____ 439, 593 3, 975 .9 0

A ll  u r b a n  c o m m u n itie s  ... 1,475, 627 25,143 1. 70

R u r a l n o n fa r m ___________  ___ 322, 008 1,999 . 62
I  a r m s_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 154, 237 543 .3 5

A ll  ru ra l c o m m u n it ie s ______ ____ _____ 476, 245 2, 542 .5 3

A ll  c o m m u n it ie s______________ ____ 1 ,951 ,872 27, 685 1 .4 2

N o r th  C e ntra l: 
M e tr o p o lise s .... 3, 295,100 49,797 1.51
L arge  c it ie s , _ ___ _____________ 2, 535, 658 25, 810 1.02
M id d le -s iz e d  c i t i e s . , .  _ __ __ __ __ 1, 694, 623 18, 876 i . ii
S m a ll c it ie s ______ 2, 507, 275 12, 263 .4 9

A l l u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s __________ __ _ 10,032, 656 106, 746 i.OG

R u r a l n o n fa r m _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  . 2, 378, 288 6, 427 .2 7
F a r m s________  _ 2, 190, 761 6, 142 .2 8

A ll  rural c o m m u n it ie s ...... ......... . 4, 569, 049 12,569 .2 8

A ll c o m m u n it ie s___ _______ 14, 601, 705 119,315 .8 2

S ou th :
L arge c it ie s______  . . .  ______  .. 1,354, 753 20,412 1. 51
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 677, 643 16,069 2. 37
S m all c it ie s __________  . _ __ __ __ __ 1, 210, 764 7,84 2 .6 5

A ll u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s _______ _ _ 3. 243,160 44, 323 1.37

R u r al n o n fa r m __ ... 2 ,08 2 ,5 13 7, 406 .3 6
F a r m s_ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ ___ ____ _ 3, 486, 189 9, 728 .2 8

A ll  rural c o m m u n it ie s _______ 5, 568, 702 17,134 .31

A ll  c o m m u n it ie s_______ ___ ____ _ _____ 8 ,81 1 ,8 62 61,457 . 70

M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s:
L arge  c i t ie s _________  _____________ 217, 292 9, 387 4 .3 2
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s ______  ____________ 128, 739 10, 245 7. 96
S m a ll c i t ie s _ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  __________ 369, 577 5, 295 1.43

A ll  u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s___  _______ 715, 608 24, 927 3. 48

R u r a l n o n fa r m __________  . _ ___ _____ 5-13, 696 2, 494 .4 9
F a r m s _________ _  _________________ 662, 587 2, 889 .4 4

A ll  r u ra l c o m m u n it ie s______ _____ 1,176, 283 5, 383 .4 6

A ll  c o m m u n it ie s__  ,  __ _________ 1,891 ,891 30, 310 1 .60

P ac ific :
L arge  c i t ie s ________ ______ __ ________ 896, 794 16, 746 1.87
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 228, 224 11,547 5. 06
S m a ll  c i t ie s .  ____ _____  __________ 361,014 5, 634 1. 56

A ll  u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s _ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ 1,486, 032 33,927 2. 28

R u r a l n o n fa r m .... ................. ........................ 383, 465 4, 159 1.08
F a rm s_ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  . .............. ...... 273, 430 4, 051 1.48

A ll  ru ra l c o m m u n it ie s  ,  . . . _ __ 656,895 8, 210 1.25

A ll  c o m m u n it ie s ________ ___________ 2,142, 927 42,137 1.97

T o ta l  U n i te d  S ta tes:
M e tr o p o lise s_________ ___ _____ ______ 3, 295, 100 49, 797 1.51
L arg e c i t ie s _______ __ ______ _____ _____ 5,579 , 330 86, 525 1.55
M  id d le -s iz e d  c i t, ie s_ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ ____ _____ 3, 190, 430 63, 735 2 .00
S m a ll  c it ie s _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ ______ 4, 888, 223 35,009 .7 2

A ll  u rb a n  c o m m u n it ie s ......................... __ 16 ,953,083 235, 066 1.39

R u r a l n o n fa r m _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ ___________ _ 5 ,67 9,970 22,485 .40
F a r m s_ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ ___ ___ ____ ________ 6,767, 204 23, 353 . 35

A ll  r u ra l c o m m u n it ie s  _____________ 12, 447,174 45,838 .3 7

A ll  c o m m u n it ie s __________ ____ ____ 29, 400, 257 3 280, 904 .9 6

1 I n c lu d e s  b o t h  r e l ie f  a n d  n o n r e lie f  fa m ilie s . E x c lu d e s  th o se  fa m ilie s  in  sam p le  
in c o m e  d a ta  from  t h e  S tu d y  o f C on su m e r  P u r c h a se s  w h ic h  w e re  n o t u se d  in  c o n str u c t  
in g  th e  e s t im a te d  in c o m e  d is tr ib u t io n s . S e e  fo o tn o te  6, p . 57.

2 F o r  d e fin it io n s  o f  r eg io n s  a n d  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n it y ,  s e e  p p .  42-43.
3 In c lu d e s  6,775 fa m il ie s  w h ic h  are c o u n te d  tw ic e  b e ca u se  o f  th e  o c ca s io n a l b or ro w ing  

o f p a r t o f  t h e  c lip p e d  or r eg u la r sa m p le  d a ta  from  o n e  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n it y  i n  a  reg ion  
for u s e  in  c o n s tr u c tin g  sa m p le  d is tr ib u tio n s  for a n o th e r  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n it y  i n  th e  
sa m e  r e gion . S e e  fo o tn o te s  to  ta b le s  1A a n d  2A .



7 6 N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

S ta te s .  T h e  s a m p lin g  r a t io  v a r ie d  a m o n g  re g io n s  Tabl e  11 A . — C o m p a r i s o n  o f  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  

t  • . i  -̂v i-f , • o  , , p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  n u m b e r  o f  f a m i l i e s  i n  i n c o m e  s a m p l e  f r o m  S t u d y  
f ro m  a p p ro x im a e t ly  0 .7  p e r c e n t  in. t h e  S o u th  to  a lm o s t  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u r c h a s e s , x b y  c o l o r - n a t i v i t y , r e g i o n , a n d  t y p e  o f

2  p e r c e n t  in  th e  P a c if ic  R e g io n . I n  g e n e ra l,  t h e  p e r -  c o m m u n i t y , 2 1 9 3 5 - 3 6

c e n t  o i c o v e ra g e  w a s  m g n e r  io r  u r o a n  m a n  io r  r u r a l  

c o m m u n itie s .

S a m p le  in c o m e  d a t a  w e re  a v a i la b le  fo r  2  p e r c e n t  o f 

th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  n a t iv e - w h i te  n o r m a l  fa m ilie s  in  R e g io n  a n d  c o lo r -n a tiv ity  

u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  0 .4  p e r c e n t  o f th o s e  in  r u r a l  

c o m m u n itie s . T h e  p e r c e n t  o f c o v e ra g e  fo r  N e g ro  

n o r m a l  fa m ilie s  w a s  a lm o s t  3 p e r c e n t  in  S o u th e rn

U r b a n  c o m m u n itie s  2 R u r al c o m m u n itie s  2

F a m ilie s  
in  p o p u ­

la tio n

F a m ilie s  in  
sa m p le

F a m ilie s  
in  p o p u ­

la tio n

F a m ilie s  in  

sa m p le

N u m ­
ber

P e r ­
c e n t  o f  
a ll fa m ­

ilie s

N u m ­
ber

P er ­
c e n t of 
a ll fa m ­

ilie s

u r b a n  a n d  a b o u t  0 .4  p e r c e n t  in  S o u th e r n  r u r a l  c o m ­

m u n it ie s .  N a t iv e -w h i te  b ro k e n , fo re ig n -b o m , a n d  NeWN l u f e - w h i t e  n o r m a l . ,  

o th e r  c o lo r  fa m il ie s  w e re  in c lu d e d  o n ly  m  u r b a n  F or eig n-b o r n  w h i t e . . . .  

c o m m u n it ie s ,21 a n d  th e  p e r c e n t  o f  c o v e ra g e  w a s  q u i te  o th e r  c o lo r . . . .

722,422  
188, 201 
546,378  

18,051  
575

17,542  
942 

6, 437 
221 

0

2.43  
.50  

1.18  
1.22  
.1 7

|  376,729  

96, 954 
2,240  

322

2,542
0
0
0
0

|  0 .6 7  

.0 0  

.0 0  

.0 0

lo w , a s  in d ic a te d  b y  ta b le  1 1  A . T o ta l ...........

A d ju s tm e n t  fo r  S o n s a n d  D a u g h te rs  N o r N a t iv e - w h i t e n o r m a l . .  

N o t  in  th e  L c o n o m ic  r a m i l y  F ore ign -b o rn  w h i t e . . . .

A s in d ic a te d  e a r l ie r  in  t h e  d is c u ss io n , i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  other color....................

to  m a k e  a n  a d ju s tm e n t  in  t h e  d iv is io n  o f th e  n o n -  Total................ - ........

i n s t i tu t io n a l  p o p u la t io n  b e tw e e n  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  SoutN a t iv e -w h ite  n or m a l  

fa m ily  m e m b e rs  to  t a k e  a c c o u n t  o f  th o s e  so n s  a n d  F ore ign -b orn  w i i i e " ""

d a u g h te r s  l iv in g  w i th  th e i r  p a r e n t s  b u t  p a y in g  fo r  m2™ i!”™ nL ..............

b o a r d  a n d  lo d g in g  a n d  n o t  p o o lin g  th e i r  in c o m e s  in  o t h e r  c o lo r ........ . ..........

t h e  c o m m o n  fa m ily  fu n d . A c c o rd in g  to  t h e  c e n s u s  Total...........................

d e f in i t io n  o f  th e  f a m ily ,  th e s e  so n s  a n d  d a u g h te r s  a re  ^ N a t iV e - w h if e 'n o r m a i  

fa m ily  m e m b e r s ;  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  d e f in i t io n  o f th e  F o r e S n S m w h i t e ” - '

e c o n o m ic  fa m ily  u s e d  in  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  th e y  a re  otew ™ w ....................

c la ss if ie d  a s  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls ,  a lo n g  w i th  o th e r  p e r s o n s  Tflhl]

lo d g in g  in  p r iv a te  h o m e s  a n d  m a in ta in in g  a n  in d e -  P acific:

p e n d e n t  e c o n o m ic  s t a tu s .  N a m e ^ i t e S n i :

F r o m  th e  t a b u la t io n s  o f th e  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  K ? 2 n n "b o r a w h i t c ' - "‘

S tu d y  i t  w a s  p o s s ib le  to  o b ta in  tw o  in d e p e n d e n t  e s t i -  o t h e r c o io r ....................

m a te s  o f  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f s u c h  so n s  a n d  d a u g h te r s .  T o ta l--------------------

T h e  f i r s t  e s t im a te  w a s  b a s e d  o n  d a t a  o n  th e  a v e ra g e  T o t N a t fv e -w h it e tn or m a i  

n u m b e r  o f  s u c h  so n s  a n d  d a u g h te r s  p e r  fa m ily  fo r  r o r c ig 2 -b o m  w h ite  ‘

n a t iv e - w h i te  a n d  N e g ro  fa m il ie s  c o n ta c te d  in  th e  iviw ™ w ---------------

r e g u la r  s a m p le  in  e a c h  c o m m u n i ty  c o v e re d  b y  th e  

s tn d v .  l i v  averap-inp- th e  f ig u re s  fo r  c o m m u n it ie s  o f

1,475, 627 25,143 1.70 476, 245 2, 542 . 53

5, 502, 361 
1,326,014  
2, 756,003  

433, 256 
15,022

89,171  
2, 344 

10,826  
4,382  

23

1.62  
. 18 
.39  

1.01  
.1 5

}3, 964, 561 

546, 342 
51,198  

6, 948

/  12, 569
l  o 

0 
0 
0

}  .3 2

.0 0

.0 0

.0 0

10,032,656 106,746 1.06 4, 569,049 12, 569 .2 8

1,860, 768 
442,838  
138, 557 
480,359  
248,325  

72,313

29,600
419

0
13,900

404
0

1.59  
.09  
.0 0  

2 .89  
. 16 
.0 0

} 4 ,027,160  

66, 779 

} l ,  384, 260 

90, 503

/  11,029
l  o  

0
/  6 ,105  

l  0  
0

}  - 27 
.0 0

}  .4 4  

.0 0

3 ,24 3,160 44,323 1.37 5,568, 702 17,134 .31

477, 212 
114,137  
85,384  
20, 769 
18,106

23,133  
596 

1,003  
75 

120

4.85  
.5 2  

1.17  
.36  
.6 6

}  959,929

150, 579 
4, 407 

61,368

/  5,383
l  o 

0 
0 
0

}  .5 6

.0 0

.0 0

.0 0

715, 608 24,927 3 .48 1,176, 283 5,383 .4 6

904, 631 
216, 785 
278, 655 

18, 760 
67, 201

30,941 
818 

2 ,12 8  
14 
26

3 .4 2  
.3 8  
.7 6  
.0 7  
.0 4

}  503,147  

111, 763 
2, 354 

39, 631

/  8 ,210  

l  o 
0 
0 
0

}  1.63  

.0 0  

.0 0  

.0 0

1, 486,032 33,927 2 .2 8 656, 895 8, 210 1 .25

9 ,46 7,394  
2, 287,975  
3 ,80 4,977  
1,219. 520 

173, 217

190, 387 
5,119  

20, 394 
18,996  

170

2 .01  
.2 2  
.54  

1 .56  
. 10

j9 , 831,526  

972,417  
1 ,44 4.459  

198,772

/  39, 733
l  o 

0
6 ,105 

0

}  .4 0  

.0 0

}  ■ «

16,953,083 3 235,066 1.39 12,447,174 45 ,838 .3 7

t h e  s a m e  ty p e ,  o n e  a v e ra g e  w a s  o b ta in e d  fo r  e a c h  ty p e  . 1 In c l“ d<;s  b o th  r e lief  a n d  n on r e lie f  fa m ilie s . E x c lu d e s  th o s e  fa m ilie s  in  sa m p le  
J  J  ^  in c o m e  d a ta  from  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n su m e r  P u r c h a se s  w h ic h  w e re  n o t u se d  in  c on - 

o f c o m m u n i ty  w ith in  e a c h  re g io n . T h e s e  a v e ra g e s  s tr u c tln g  th e  e s tim a te d  in c o m e  d is tr ib u t io n s .  S ee  fo o tn o te  6 , p .  57.
J  °  °  2 F o r  d e fin it io n s  o f  r e g io n s  a n d  t y p e s  o f  c o m m u n it y ,  s e e  p p .  42-43. 

w e re  w e ig h te d  b y  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f fa m ilie s  ( in c lu d - / I n c l u d e s  6,775 fa m il ie s  w h ic h  are c o u n te d  tw ic e  b e ca u se  o f  th e  o c ca s io n a l b or row ing  
& J  . o f  par t o f  t h e  c l ip p e d  or r eg u la r  s a m p le  d a t a  from  o n e  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n it y  in  a  region  

ins: a ll c o lo r  a n d  n a t i v i t y  g ro u p s )  m  e a c h  ty p e  o f c o m - for u se  in  c o n s tr u c t in g  sa m p le  d is tr ib u tio n s  for a n o th e r  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n it y  in  th e  
& j  & sr  /  ̂jt s a m e  r e g io n . S e e  fo o tn o te s  to  ta b le s  1A a n d  2A .

m u n ity .  A  to t a l  e s t im a te  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  5 00 ,0 0 0

in d e p e n d e n t  so n s  a n d  d a u g h te r s  w a s  o b ta in e d  b y  th i s  e c o n o m ic  fa m il ie s  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  in  1 9 3 5 -36 . 

m e th o d .  T h is  t o ta l ,  s u b t r a c te d  f ro m  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ily  

T h e  s e c o n d  e s t im a te  w a s  b a s e d  o n  d a t a  o n  t h e  a v e ra g e  m e m b e rs  e s t im a te d  f ro m  th e  c e n s u s  d a t a ,  g a v e  a  f ig u re  

s iz e  o f  f a m ily ,  e x c lu d in g  th e s e  in d e p e n d e n t  so n s  a n d  o f a p p ro x im a te ly  3 0 0 ,00 0 , r e p re s e n t in g  ro u g h ly  th e  

d a u g h te r s ,  f o r  n a t iv e -w h i te  a n d  N e g ro  fa m ilie s  in  t h e  n u m b e r  o f so n s  a n d  d a u g h te r s  n o t  m e m b e rs  o f e co - 

r e g u la r  s a m p le  in  e a c h  c o m m u n i ty .  T h e s e  f ig u re s  n o m ic  fa m ilie s .

w e re  a v e ra g e d  a n d  w e ig h te d , in  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  t h e  S in c e  b o th  e s t im a te s  w e re  o b ta in e d  f ro m  th e  sa m e  

d a t a  o n  a v e ra g e  n u m b e r  o f  so n s  a n d  d a u g h te r s ,  to  s a m p le  d a t a ,  i t  se e m e d  a d v is a b le  to  g iv e  th e m  e q u a l  

y ie ld  a n  e s t im a te  o f  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  m e m b e rs  o f w e ig h t.  T h e  f ig u re  o f  4 0 0 ,0 0 0 — m id w a y  b e tw e e n  th e

tw o  e s t im a te s — w a s  th e re fo re  u s e d  to  m a k e  th e  a d ju s t -  

d a ta  w e re  n o t u se d  in  th e  p re se n t s t u d y . S ee fo o tn o te  7, p . 4 7 . m e n t  in  th e  d iv is io n  o f t h e  p o p u la t io n  b e tw e e n  fa m ily
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m e m b e rs  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f s ing le  

in d iv id u a ls  e s t im a te d  f ro m  th e  c e n s u s  d a t a  w a s  in ­

c re a se d  b y  4 0 0 ,0 0 0 , a n d  th e  n u m b e r  o f fa m ily  m e m b e rs  

d e c re a s e d  b y  4 00 ,00 0 .

A v e r a g e  S iz e  o f  F a m ily

T h e  a v e ra g e  s ize  o f a ll n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  a n d  th e  

a v e ra g e  s iz e  o f  a l l  re lie f  fa m ilie s  in  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  

w e re  e s t im a te d  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  t h e  a v e ra g e  s iz e  o f  f a m ­

ilies  in  th e s e  g ro u p s  in c lu d e d  in  t h e  r e g u la r  sa m p le s  

f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .  T h e  f ig u re s  o n  

a v e ra g e  s iz e  o f  n o n re l ie f  fa m ilie s  in  s a m p le  c o m m u n itie s  

o f  t h e  s a m e  ty p e  w i th in  e a c h  re g io n  w e re  a v e ra g e d , e a c h  

c o m m u n i ty  b e in g  g iv e n  e q u a l  w e ig h t,  to  o b ta in  th e  

- e s t im a te d  a v e ra g e  s iz e  o f  f a m ily  in  e a c h  t y p e  o f  c o m ­

m u n i ty  w ith in  e a c h  re g io n . T h e  r e s u l t in g  a v e ra g e s  

w e re  w e ig h te d  b y  th e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  i n  e a c h  ty p e  o f 

c o m m u n i ty  w i th in  e a c h  re g io n  in  o rd e r  to  c a lc u la te  th e  

a v e ra g e  s iz e  o f  n o n re l ie f  fa m il ie s  i n  e a c h  t y p e  o f  c o m ­

m u n i ty  a n d  th e  a v e ra g e  s iz e  o f  a ll n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  

t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s .  T h e  s a m e  p ro c e d u re  w a s  fo llo w e d  

to  o b ta in  a n  e s t im a te  o f  th e  a v e ra g e  s iz e  o f a l l  re l ie f  

fa m ilie s .

I n  th e  c a se  o f  n o n re lie f  fa m ilie s , i t  w a s  a lso  d e s ire d  

to  e s t im a te  t h e  a v e ra g e  s iz e  o f  fa m ily  fo r  e a c h  fa m ily -  

s iz e  g ro u p — i. e ., fa m il ie s  o f  th r e e  a n d  f o u r  p e r so n s , 

o f  f iv e  a n d  s ix  p e rs o n s , a n d  o f  se v e n  a n d  o v e r  p e r so n s . 

A s  a  f i r s t  s te p ,  t h e  a v e ra g e  s iz e  fo r  e a c h  o f  th e s e  g ro u p s , 

a s  c o m p u te d  f ro m  th e  1930 C e n su s ,  a n d  o f tw o -p e rs o n  

fa m il ie s  w a s  w e ig h te d  b y  th e  n u m b e r  o f  n o n re lie f  

fa m ilie s  in  e a c h  fa m ily -s iz e  g ro u p  to  c a lc u la te  t h e  a v e r ­

a g e  s iz e  o f a l l  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s .  T h e  r e s u l t  o b ta in e d  

(3 .8 7 ) w a s  la r g e r  t h a n  t h e  a v e ra g e  s iz e  o f  n o n re lie f  

fa m il ie s  sh o w n  b y  th e  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  d a t a  (3 .85 ). 

T h is  w a s  a c c o u n te d  fo r  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c e n s u s  

f ig u re s  w e re  n o t  c o n fin e d  to  n o n re l ie f  fa m il ie s ,  w h o se  

a v e ra g e  s iz e  is  w e ll b e lo w  t h a t  fo r  re lie f  fa m il ie s ,  a n d  

a ls o , t h a t  th e  c e n s u s  f ig u re s  in c lu d e  th e  in d e p e n d e n t  

s o n s  a n d  d a u g h te r s  w h o  w e re  n o t  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  

e c o n o m ic  fa m ily . I n  a d d i t io n ,  t h e  a v e ra g e  s iz e  o f 

fa m ily  h a s  d e c re a s e d  s l ig h t ly  b e tw e e n  1930 a n d  1 9 3 5 -3 6 . 

F o r  th e s e  re a s o n s , t h e  a v e ra g e  s iz e  w i th in  e a c h  fa m ily -  

s iz e  g ro u p  (e x c e p t, o f  c o u rse , tw o -p e rs o n  fa m il ie s )  w a s  

lo w e re d  s l ig h tly ,  o n  t h e  a s s u m p tio n  t h a t  t h e  d iffe re n c e s  

in  d e f in i t io n  o f  fa m ily  a n d  in  y e a r  w o u ld  h a v e  c a u se d  

th e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  fo u r -p e r s o n  fa m ilie s  in  t h e  th r e e -  to  

fo u r -p e rs o n  g ro u p , o f  s ix -p e rs o n  fa m ilie s  in  th e  f iv e -  to  

s ix -p e rs o n  g ro u p , a n d  o f  v e r y  la rg e  fa m il ie s  in  th e  

s e v e n -  a n d  o v e r -p e rs o n  g ro u p  to  b e  s l ig h tly  lo w e r  t h a n  

th e  1930  C e n s u s  f ig u re s  in d ic a te .  T h e  a d ju s te d  a v e ra g e  

s iz e  f ig u re s  fo r  e a c h  fa m ily -s iz e  g ro u p  y ie ld e d  a n  e s t i ­

m a te d  a v e ra g e  fo r  a ll n o n re lie f  fa m ilie s  o f  3 .84 9  p e rs o n s , 

a n d  fo r  a l l  re l ie f  fa m il ie s  o f  4 .4 7 2 . T h e  e s t im a te s  o f  

t h e  a v e ra g e  s ize  o f  n o n re l ie f  fa m ilie s  in  e a c h  fa m ily -s iz e  

g ro u p  a r e  p re s e n te d  in  ta b le  4 .

T h e  a v e ra g e  size  o f n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  ty p e  

o f  c o m m u n i ty  w a s  f i r s t  e s t im a te d  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  

d a t a  fo r  th e  a v e ra g e  size  o f  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  th e  

s a m p le  c o m m u n it ie s  c o v e re d  b y  t h e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  

P u rc h a s e s . T h e s e  a v e ra g e s  w e re  a d ju s te d  s l ig h tly  to  

b r in g  th e m  in to  l in e  w i th  t h e  a v e ra g e  s iz e  fo r  a l l  n o n ­

re l ie f  fa m il ie s  in  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  a s  e s t im a te d  a b o v e . 

T h e  e s t im a te d  a v e ra g e  size  fo r  e a c h  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity  

w a s  th e n  c o m p a re d  w i th  th e  c o r re s p o n d in g  f ig u re  f r o m  

th e  c e n s u s  d a t a ,  a s  a d ju s te d  fo r  1 9 3 5 -3 6 . A g a in , th e  

c e n s u s  d a t a  w e re  fo u n d  to  b e  h ig h e r , b e c a u s e  th e y  

in c lu d e d  re l ie f  fa m il ie s  a s  w e ll a s  in d e p e n d e n t  s o n s  a n d  

d a u g h te r s .  T h e  c o m p a r is o n  in d ic a te d  t h a t  t h e  e s t i ­

m a te d  a v e ra g e  s iz e  o f n o n re lie f  f a r m  fa m ilie s  d e r iv e d  

f ro m  th e  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  d a t a  w a s  o u t  o f  l in e  w ith  

th e  e s t im a te s  fo r  o th e r  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n ity .  A s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  th i s  c o m p a ris o n , th e  e s t im a te  o f  th e  a v e ra g e  

size  o f  fa m ily  in  th i s  g ro u p  w a s  r e d u c e d  s l ig h tly .  T h e  

f in a l e s t im a te s  o f  th e  a v e ra g e  s iz e  o f  fa m ily  in  e a c h  

ty p e  o f c o m m u n i ty  a re  p re s e n te d  in  t a b le  7.

E s tim a te d  N u m b e r  o f  

S in g le  In d iv id u a ls

A n  e s t im a te  o f th e  n u m b e r  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  in  

th e  p o p u la t io n  in  1 9 3 5 -3 6  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  tw o  p u r ­

p o se s  : f i r s t ,  t o  s e p a r a te  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  f r o m  m e m b e rs  

o f fa m il ie s ;  a n d  se c o n d , to  d e te rm in e  t h e  p o p u la t io n  

w e ig h ts  to  b e  a p p l ie d  a g a in s t  th e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d is t r i ­

b u t io n s  fo r  s in g le  m e n  a n d  s in g le  w o m e n  in  t h e  v a r io u s  

o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s .

A s  in d ic a te d  e a r l ie r  in  th is  s e c tio n , i t  w a s  a s s u m e d  

t h a t  th e  p ro p o r t io n s  o f s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  fa m ily  

m e m b e rs  in  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  a n d  in  t h e  f a r m  p o p u la ­

t io n  w e re  th e  sa m e  a s  th o s e  sh o w n  b y  th e  1930 C e n s u s  

d a t a .22 T h e  n u m b e r  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  i n  e a c h  ty p e  

o f c o m m u n i ty  w ith in  e a c h  o f  th e  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s  

in  1930 w a s  c a lc u la te d  b y  a d d in g  to g e th e r  t h e  c e n su s  

d a t a  fo r  th e  fo llo w in g  ty p e s  o f  in d iv id u a l s : O n e -p e rs o n  

fa m il ie s ,  n u m b e r in g  2 ,35 7 ,4 6 3  in  th e  t o t a l  U n i te d  

S ta te s ;  lo d g e rs  a n d  s e r v a n t s  in  p r iv a te  fa m il ie s ,  e s t i ­

m a te d  a t  5 ,7 9 3 ,1 7 5 ;23 a n d  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  

q u a s i- fa m ily  g r o u p s 24— in d iv id u a ls  l iv in g  i n  h o te ls ,  

4 2 7 ,9 0 4 ; th o s e  l iv in g  in  b o a rd in g  a n d  lo d g in g  h o u se s ,  

4 7 1 ,1 2 5 ; th o s e  l iv in g  in  sc h o o ls , 1 6 6 ,91 0 ; a n d  m e m b e rs

22 S ee  p .  71.

23 T h e  c e n su s  p r o v id e s  d a ta  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ilie s h a v in g  lod g e rs  a n d  th e  

n u m b e r  o f lod ge rs  p e r  fa m ily .  T h e  to ta l  n u m b e r  o f  lod ge rs  in  th e s e  fa m ilie s  (4,901,193) 

w a s  o b t a in e d  b y  m u lt ip ly in g  th e  n u m b e r  o f fa m ilie s  h a v in g  o n e  lo d ge r  b y  o n e , th o s e  

h a v in g  t w o  lod ge rs  b y  t w o ,  e t c .  H o u se h o ld s  h a v in g  m o r e  th a n  10  lo d g e rs  a re  c o n ­

s id e r ed  lo d g in g  h o u se s  a n d  a r e  c la ss if ie d  a s  q u a s i -fa m ily  g r ou p s  S in c e  t h e  a b o v e  

d a ta  o n  lo d g e r s  w e r e  c la ss if ie d  o n ly  for far m , r u ra l n o n  farm , to t a l  la rg e  c it ie s  a n d  

m e tr o p o lise s , a n d  t o t a l  u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s , u r b a n  lo d g e rs  o u t s id e  o f  m etr o p o lise s  

a n d  la rg e  c i t i e s  w e r e  d iv id e d  b e tw e e n  m id d le -s iz e d  a n d  s m a ll  c i t i e s  o n  a n  a r b itra r y  

b a s is . T h e  to t a l  n u m b e r  o f fa m ilie s  w i t h  se r v a n ts  in  1930 w a s  523,922. S e e  P o p u la ­

t io n  C e n su s , v o l .  V I ,  ta b le  34 . T h e  e s t im a te  for se r v a n ts  a n d  lo d g e r s  c o m b in e d  w a s  

r aise d  b y  a p p r o x im a te ly  300,000 t o  a llo w  for se r v a n ts  a n d  lo d g e r s  in  p r iv a te  h om e s  

h a v in g  b o th  s e r v a n ts  a n d  lod gers— in fo rm atio n  w h ic h  i s  n o t  g iv e n  i n  t h e  c e n su s  d a t a .  

T h e  d iv is io n  b y  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n it y  w a s  p a r tia l ly  e s t im a te d ,  a s  in  t h e  c a se  o f  lod ge rs

2i T h e  r em a in in g  q u a s i-fa m ily  gr ou p s  w e r e  tr e a te d  a s  in s ti tu t io n a l gr ou p s
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o f o th e r  q u a s i- fa m ily  g ro u p s , 8 7 ,56 1 . T h e  l a s t  g ro u p  

in c lu d e s  l ig h th o u s e  k e e p e rs , c o a s t  g u a r d  s t a t i o n  m e n , 

a n d  r e s id e n ts  o f f r a te rn i t ie s ,  m o n a s te r ie s ,  p rio r ie s ,  b u s i ­

n e s s  w o m e n ’s a n d  m e n ’s  c lu b s ,  Y . M . C . A .’s, a n d  

Y . W . C . A .’s .25

T h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f s ing le  in d iv id u a ls  in  th e  U n i te d  

S ta t e s  in  1930 w a s  e s t im a te d  a t  9 ,3 0 4 ,1 3 8 . O f th is  

n u m b e r ,  1 ,1 0 6 ,75 2  w e re  e s t im a te d  to  b e lo n g  to  th e  fa rm  

p o p u la t io n .  O n  th e  b a s is  o f th e s e  e s t im a te s  t h e  p ro p o r ­

t io n  o f s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  in  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  in  1930 

w a s  c a lc u la te d  a s  7 .7  p e r c e n t  a n d  th e  p ro p o r t io n  o f 

s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  in  th e  f a rm  p o p u la t io n  a s  3 .7  p e rc e n t .  

T h e s e  p e rc e n ta g e s  w e re  a p p l ie d  a g a in s t  t h e  e s t im a te d  

t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  a n d  th e  e s t im a te d  f a rm  p o p u la t io n  in  

1 9 3 5 -3 6  to  o b ta in  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  

in  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  in  1 9 3 5 -3 6  a n d  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  

i n  t h e  f a rm  p o p u la t io n .  T h e s e  f ig u re s  w e re  t h e n  s u b ­

t r a c t e d  f ro m  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  in  e a c h  g ro u p  to  

o b ta in  t h e  e s t im a te d  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  i n  c e n s u s  fa m i ­

lie s  o f  tw o  o r  m o re  p e rs o n s . T h e  a d ju s tm e n t  fo r  so n s  

a n d  d a u g h te r s  l iv in g  a t  h o m e  b u t  n o t  m e m b e rs  o f th e  

e c o n o m ic  fa m ily  in c re a s e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s in g le  in d i ­

v id u a ls  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  b y  4 0 0 ,90 0  a n d  c o r re ­

s p o n d in g ly  re d u c e d  th e  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  in  fa m ilie s .

P o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  fo r  th e  v a r io u s  s a m p le  in c o m e  

d is t r ib u t io n s  c o n s t ru c te d  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w e re  

o b ta in e d  b y  s u b d iv id in g  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  s ing le  

in d iv id u a ls  in to  n in e  c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p s , a s  fo llo w s: 

N o n re lie f  w o m e n  in  th r e e  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s , n o n -re l ie f  

m e n  in  fo u r  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s ,  s in g le  w o m e n  t h a t  h a d  

re c e iv e d  re lie f  a n d  s in g le  m e n  t h a t  h a d  re c e iv e d  re lie f.

Single Individuals by Relief Status
T h e  d iv is io n  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  b y  re lie f  s t a tu s  w a s  

m a d e  o n  th e  b a s is  o f th e  s a m p le  d a t a  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id ­

u a ls  c o lle c te d  in  t h e  N a t io n a l  H e a l th  S u rv e y . E s t i ­

m a te s  o f  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  o n  re lie f  in  

e a c h  t y p e  o f c o m m u n i ty  w ith in  e a c h  re g io n  w e re  c a lc u ­

la te d  f ro m  th e s e  d a t a  b y  m e th o d s  s im ila r  to  th o s e  u se d  

in  c a lc u la t in g  t h e  re lie f  p e r c e n ts  fo r  fa m il ie s  f r o m  th e  

C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  d a t a .26 T h e  r e s u l t in g  p e r c e n ts  

w e re  a p p l ie d  to  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  in  

e a c h  t y p e  o f c o m m u n i ty  w i th in  e a c h  re g io n  to  o b ta in  

t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  re c e iv in g  a n y  

fo rm  o f r e l ie f  d u r in g  1 9 3 5 -3 6 .

Single Individuals by Sex
T h e  d iv is io n  o f th e  s in g le  in d iv id u a l  p o p u la t io n  a s  

b e tw e e n  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w a s  n o t  a v a i la b le  d ir e c t ly  

f ro m  c e n s u s  d a ta .  I t  w a s  th e re fo re  n e c e s s a ry  to  e s t i ­

m a te  t h e  p r o p o r t io n s  o f  s in g le  m e n  a n d  s in g le  w o m e n  

o n  th e  b a s is  o f  1930 C e n s u s  f ig u re s  fo r  u n m a r r ie d  o r

25 D iv is io n  o f th e  q u a s i-fa m ily  gr ou p s  b y  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n it y  w ith in  ea ch  region  w as  

p a r t ia lly  e s t im a te d . I t  w a s  a ssu m ed  th a t  th e r e  w e r e  n o  su c h  q u a s i-fa m ily  g r ou p s  in  

th e  fa rm  p o p u la tio n .

26 F o r  e x p la n a t io n , se e  p p .  73-74.

d iv o rc e d  g a in fu l  w o rk e rs  o f e a c h  sex . T h e  u se  o f s u c h  

d a t a  fo r  e s t im a t in g  t h e  se x  b r e a k  fo r  u n a t ta c h e d  in d i ­

v id u a ls  a s  d e f in e d  b y  th i s  s t u d y  is , o f  c o u rs e , o p e n  to  

se rio u s  o b je c t io n .  T h e  c e n s u s  c la ss if ic a tio n  “ g a in fu l  

w o rk e rs ”  in c lu d e s  a ll p e r s o n s  w h o  u s u a l ly  fo llo w  a  g a in ­

fu l  o c c u p a t io n , e v e n  th o u g h  th e y  w e re  n o t  e m p lo y e d  a t  

th e  t im e  th e  c e n s u s  w a s  ta k e n ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  in c lu d e  

u n e m p lo y a b le  p e r s o n s  o r  th o s e  in d iv id u a ls  t h a t  h a v e  n o  

g a in fu l  o c c u p a t io n .

E v e n  m o re  se rio u s  t h a n  th e  o m iss io n  o f  th e s e  l a t t e r  

g ro u p s  is  th e  d is c re p a n c y  b e tw e e n  th e  c la ss if ic a tio n  o f 

u n m a r r ie d  o r  d iv o rc e d  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  a n d  s in g le  in d i ­

v id u a ls  a s  d e f in e d  in  th i s  s tu d y .  T h e  o n ly  ju s t i f ic a t io n  

fo r  t h e  p ro c e d u re  fo llo w e d  w a s  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  m o re  

s a t is f a c to ry  d a t a ,  a n d  t h e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  c h e c k in g  th e  

r e s u l ts  a g a in s t  t h e  r e la t iv e  n u m b e r  o f in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s  

f iled  b y  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o  w e re  e i th e r  s in g le  o r  n o t  

l iv in g  w i th  h u s b a n d  o r  w ife  a n d  n o t  h e a d s  o f fa m il ie s .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  g a in fu l  w o m e n  w o rk e rs  w h o  w e re  u n ­

m a r r ie d  o r  d iv o rc e d  w a s  a v a i la b le  d ir e c t ly  f ro m  th e  

1930 C e n s u s  fo r  a g e  g ro u p s  f ro m  15 y e a r s  a n d  o v e r .27 

I t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  e s t im a te  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  g a in fu l  m e n  

w o rk e rs  w h o  w e re  u n m a r r ie d  o r  d iv o rc e d  b y  a p p ly in g  to  

t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  g a in fu l  m e n  w o rk e rs  in  e a c h  a g e  

g ro u p  t h e  p e r c e n t  o b ta in e d  b y  d iv id in g  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  

o f u n m a r r ie d  a n d  d iv o rc e d  m e n  in  t h a t  a g e  g ro u p  ( in ­

c lu d in g  th o s e  w i th o u t  a n y  g a in fu l  o c c u p a t io n )  b y  th e  

t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  m e n  in  t h e  p o p u la t io n .  T h e  r a t io  o f  

u n m a r r ie d  o r  d iv o rc e d  g a in fu l  w o m e n  w o rk e rs  to  u n ­

m a r r ie d  o r  d iv o rc e d  g a in fu l  m e n  w o rk e rs  f in a lly  o b ta in e d  

w a s  a p p ro x im a te ly  35  to  65.

T h is  r a t io  w a s  c h e c k e d  a g a in s t  th e  r e la t iv e  n u m b e r  

o f  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s  f iled  fo r  1935 b y  s in g le  w o m e n  a n d  

m a r r ie d  w o m e n  n o t  l iv in g  w i th  th e i r  h u s b a n d s  a n d  b y  

s in g le  m e n  a n d  m a r r ie d  m e n  n o t  l iv in g  w i th  t h e i r  w iv es . 

T h e  r e la t iv e  p ro p o r t io n s  o f  r e tu r n s  fo r  th e s e  tw o  g ro u p s  

fo r  a ll in c o m e  c la ss e s  c o m b in e d  w e re  39 to  61. S in ce  

th e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  w o m e n  to  m e n  ro s e  g ra d u a l ly  f ro m  th e  

lo w e r to  t h e  h ig h e r  in c o m e  b ra c k e ts ,  i t  w a s  a ss u m e d  

t h a t  t h e  in c lu s io n  o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w ith  in c o m e s  

b e lo w  th e  in c o m e  t a x  le v e l  w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  h a v e  re d u c e d  

th e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  w o m e n  s o m e w h a t.

T h e  r a t io  o f  re lie f  s in g le  w o m e n  to  re lie f  s in g le  m e n  

w a s ,a c c e p te d  a s  4  to  9 , o r  a p p ro x im a te ly  31 to  69  p e r ­

c e n t  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f f in d in g s  f ro m  tw o  s u rv e y s  o f th e  

re lie f  p o p u la t io n :  O n e , th e  O c to b e r  1933 re l ie f  c e n s u s  

t a k e n  b y  th e  F e d e ra l  E m e rg e n c y  R e lie f  A d m in is t r a ­

t io n  a n d , tw o , a  s u rv e y  o f  u r b a n  w o rk e rs  o n  re lie f  in  

79 c itie s  d u r in g  M a y  193 4 .28

27 P o p u la tio n  C e n su s  1930, v o l.  I V , ta b le  27. T h e  f igu r e u se d  in c lu d e d  a sm a ll  

n u m b e r o f w o m e n  w h o se  m a r ita l c o n d itio n  w a s  u n k n o w n .

28 F .  E . R . A .,  U n e m p lo y m e n t R e lie f  C e n su s , O ctob er  1933, R e p o r t N o . 3, ta b le  1, 

p .  35. W . P .  A . D iv is io n  o f S oc ia l R e sea r ch , U r b a n  W ork er s o n  R e lie f , p t .  2, A p ­

p e n d ix  C , ta b le  3, p .  74. T h e  1933 c e n su s  sh o w e d  th e  4 to  9 r a tio  for u n a tta c h e d  m e n  

a n d  w o m e n  r e c e iv in g  r e lief . T h e  la tte r  s u r v e y , c o v e r in g  o n ly  u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s ,  

in d ic a te d  th a t  36 p e r c e n t o f  th e  on e -p e rson  cases  r e c e iv in g  r e lie f  d u r in g  M a y  1934 w ere  

w o m e n  a n d  64 p e r c en t w e r e  m e n .
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I n  th e  l ig h t  o f th e  a v a i la b le  e v id e n c e  c o n s id e re d  

a b o v e , i t  w a s  d e c id e d  to  u se  th e  p ro p o r t io n s  o f 35 to  

65, sh o w n  in  t a b le  3 4 B , fo r  d iv id in g  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  

o f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  b y  sex .

Nonrelief Single Individuals 
by Occupational Group

In a s m u c h  a s  n o  d ir e c t  in fo rm a tio n  w a s  a v a ila b le  

c o n c e rn in g  th e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  s in g le  m e n  a n d  s ing le  

w o m e n  b y  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  re ly  

o n  d a t a  fo r  g a in fu l  w o rk e rs  in  t h e  p o p u la t io n  a s  a  b a s is  

fo r  c la ss ify in g  n o n re lie f  s in g le  xnen a n d  n o n re lie f  s in g le  

w o m e n  in to  th e  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  fo r  w h ic h  p e r ­

c e n ta g e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s .w e r e  p re p a re d .

T h e  c la ss if ic a tio n  o f  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  g a in fu l  w o rk e rs  

p re p a re d  b y  A lb a  M . E d w a rd s  f ro m  1930 C e n s u s  d a t a

w a s  u se d  to  d e te rm in e  th e  p ro p o r t io n s  o f w o m e n  in  

e a c h  o f  th e  th r e e  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro up s-—w a g e -e a rn in g , 

c le ric a l, a n d  th e  b u s in e s s  a n d  p ro fe ss io n a l— a n d  th e  

p ro p o r t io n s  o f m e n  in  th e s e  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  a n d  

in  f a rm in g .29 B y  a p p ly in g  th e s e  s a m e  p r o p o r t io n s  to  

t h e  to t a l  n u m b e r s  o f  n o n re lie f  s in g le  m e n  a n d  s in g le  

w o m e n , th e  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  w e re  o b ta in e d  fo r  th e  

th r e e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n o n re l ie f  s in g le  

w o m e n  a n d  th e  fo u r  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  n o n re l ie f  s in g le  

m e n . N o  b re a k -d o w n  o f re lie f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  b y  

o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p  w a s  n e e d e d  s in c e  t h e  re l ie f  d is ­

t r ib u t io n s  fo r  s in g le  m e n  a n d  fo r  s in g le  w o m e n  w e re  

fo r  a ll o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  c o m b in e d .

29 S e e , E d w a r d s ,  A lb a  M .,  A  S o c ia l  E c o n o m i c  G r o u p i n g  o f  th e  G a i n f u l  W o r k e r s  o f  

t h e  U n i t ' d  S t a l e s ,  J o u r n a l o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  S ta tis t ic a l A ss o c ia tio n , D e c e m b e r  1933, 

PP- 377-337 .



SECTION 7. ADJUSTM ENT OF IN COM E D ISTRIBU T ION S

BY D A TA  FROM  IN COM E TA X RETURNS

D e s p i te  th e  ra n d o m  s a m p lin g  m e th o d s  e m p lo y e d  in  

t h e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s ,  fa m ilie s  w i th  h ig h  

in c o m e s  w e re  fo u n d  to  b e  s o m e w h a t  u n d e r r e p re s e n te d  

in  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ily  sc h e d u le s  a c tu a l ly  c o lle c te d . 

T h is  w a s  d u e  p a r t l y  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  m a n y  o f  t h e  h ig h  

in c o m e  fa m il ie s  w e re  a w a y  f ro m  th e i r  r e g u la r  p la c e s  o f 

re s id e n c e  d u r in g  th e  s c h e d u lin g  p e r io d  a n d  c o u ld  n o t  b e  

c o n ta c te d  b y  th e  fie ld  in te rv ie w e r s ,  a n d  p a r t l y  to  th e  

h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  re fu s a ls  a m o n g  th o s e  c o n ta c te d .

B e c a u s e  o f  th is  u n d e r r e p r e s e n ta t io n  a t  th e  h ig h  

in c o m e  le v e ls , i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  a d ju s t  t h e  in c o m e  

d is t r ib u t io n s  b o th  fo r  fa m il ie s  a n d  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  

to  a llo w  fo r a  h ig h e r  p ro p o r t io n  o f  c o n s u m e r  u n i t s  in  th e  

u p p e r  b ra c k e ts .  T h is  a d ju s tm e n t  w a s  m a d e  o n  th e  

b a s is  o f  d a t a  f ro m  F e d e r a l  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s  fo r  th e  

c a le n d a r  y e a r s  1935 a n d  1936.

In c o m e  T a x  D a t a  A v a i l a b l e  

fo r  1935 a n d  1936
T a b u la t io n s  o f th e  1935 d a ta ,  w h ic h  w ill b e  p u b ­

lis h e d  in  t h e  S ta t i s t i c s  o f In c o m e  fo r  1935, w e re  re le a s e d  

b y  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  in  th e  fo llo w in g  

p re l im in a r y  p h o to s ta te d  ta b le s :  1

‘‘Ta bl e 5.— I n d i v i d u a l  r e t u r n s  f o r  1 9 3 5  b y  n e t  i n c o m e  c l a s s e s  a n d  

b y  s e x  a n d  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  s h o w i n g  n u m b e r  o f  r e t u r n s  a n d  

n e t  i n c o m e .

“Ta bl e 7.— I n d i v i d u a l  r e t u r n s  f o r  1 9 3 5  b y  n e t  i n c o m e  c l a s s e s ,  

s h o w i n g  s o u r c e s  o f  i n c o m e ,  d e d u c t i o n s ,  a n d  n e t  i n c o m e ,  a l s o  t o t a l  

n u m b e r  o f  r e t u r n s  a n d ,  f o r  r e t u r n s  o f  n e t  i n c o m e  o f  $ 5 , 0 0 0  a n d  

o v e r ,  n u m b e r  o f  r e t u r n s  f o r  e a c h  s p e c i f i c  s o u r c e  o f  i n c o m e  a n d  

d e d u c t i o n .

“Ta bl e 9.— I n d i v i d u a l  r e t u r n s  f o r  1 9 3 5 ,  b y  S t a t e s  a n d  t e r r i t o r i e s  

a n d  b y  n e t  i n c o m e  c l a s s e s ,  s h o w i n g  n u m b e r s  o f  r e t u r n s ,  n e t  

i n c o m e  a n d  t o t a l  t a x ;  a l s o  t o t a l s  f o r  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r s .

“Ta bl e  ( u n n u m b e r e d ) . — W h o l l y  a n d  p a r t i a l l y  t a x - e x e m p t  o b l i g a ­

t i o n s  r e p o r t e d  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  r e t u r n s  f o r  1 9 3 5  w i t h  n e t  i n c o m e s  o f  

$ 5 , 0 0 0  a n d  o v e r ,  s h o w i n g  a m o u n t  o w n e d  a n d  i n t e r e s t  r e c e i v e d ,  

b y  n a t u r e  o f  o b l i g a t i o n s  a n d  n e t  i n c o m e  c l a s s e s . "

1 T h e  d a ta  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  fir st  th r e e  tab le s  are c om p a r ab le  to  th o s e  for 1934 ap p ear ­

in g  in  b a s ic  ta b le s  w ith  th e  sa m e  n u m b e r s  a n d  ti t le s  in  S ta t is t ic s  o f  In c o m e  for 1934, 

p t .  I ,  U . S . T r e a su r y  D e p a r tm e n t,  B u re a u  o f In te r n a l R e v e n u e .  T h e  ta b le  on  

w h o lly  a n d  p a r tia l ly  ta x -e x e m p t o b lig a tio n s  c orr esp o n d s  to  th e  te x t  ta b le  o f  th e  sam e  

t i t le  ap p e ar in g  o n  p p .  18 a n d  19 o f th e  1934 r ep or t, U . S. T r e a su r y  D e p a r tm e n t,  B u r ea u  

of In te r n a l R e v e n u e ,  S ta tis t ic s  o f  In c o m e  for 1934, p t.  I.
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P re l im in a ry  s t a t i s t ic s  o f in d iv id u a l  in c o m e  ta x  

r e tu r n s  fo r  1936 f iled  in  t h e  p e r io d  th r o u g h  J a n u a r y -  

A u g u s t  1937 w e re  a v a i la b le , in  le s s  d e ta i le d  fo rm , f ro m  

tw o  p re ss  re le a se s  is s u e d  b y  th e  T r e a s u r y  D e p a r tm e n t  

in  F e b r u a r y  a n d  in  M a r c h  1938. T h e s e  re le a se s  g a v e , 

fo r  a ll ty p e s  o f in d iv id u a l  r e tu r n s  c o m b in e d , th e  

n u m b e r  o f  r e tu r n s ,  n e t  in c o m e , s o u rc e s  o f  in c o m e  a n d  

d e d u c t io n s , c la ss if ied  b y  b ro a d e r  in c o m e  in te r v a ls  t h a n  

w e re  u s e d  in  th e  1935 ta b u la t io n s  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e .

T h e  1935 in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  fo r  r e tu r n s  w i th  n e t  in ­

c o m e s  o f  $ 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r  w e re  t a b u la t e d  in to  34  in c o m e  

c la sse s, a s  fo llo w s: T e n  $ 1 ,0 0 0  in te r v a ls  b e tw e e n  $ 5 ,000  

a n d  $ 1 5 ,0 0 0 ; th r e e  $ 5 ,0 0 0  in te rv a ls ,  s e v e n  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  in ­

te rv a ls ,  f o u r  $ 50 ,0 0 0  in te rv a ls ,  tw o  $ 10 0 ,00 0  in te r v a ls ,  

a n d  tw o  $ 25 0 ,00 0  in te rv a ls  b e tw e e n  $ 15 ,0 0 0  a n d  

$ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ; s ix  in c o m e  in te rv a ls ,  r a n g in g  f ro m  $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  

to  $ 1 ,0 00 ,0 0 0  in  w id th ,  b e tw e e n  $ 1 ,0 00 ,0 0 0  a n d  

$ 5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ; a n d  o n e  o p e n  in c o m e  in te r v a l  fo r  in c o m e s  

o f $ 5 ,0 00 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r.

A lth o u g h  th e  d a t a  f ro m  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s  w e re  to  

b e  u s e d  to  c o r r e c t  th e  e s t im a te d  d is t r ib u t io n s  b a s e d  o n  

s a m p le  d a t a  o n ly  a b o v e  $ 7 ,50 0 , i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry , in  

a d ju s t in g  t h e  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  to  r e n d e r  i t  c o m p a ra b le  

w ith  th e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d a t a  u s e d  in  t h e  s tu d y ,  to  m a k e  

u se  o f  th e  d a t a  fo r  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s  b e lo w  $ 7 ,5 0 0 . 

S in c e  s e v e ra l  o f  th e  a d ju s tm e n t s  in v o lv e d  th e  s h if t in g  

o f  r e tu r n s  a n d  o f  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  f ro m  o n e  in c o m e  

le v e l to  a  h ig h e r  le v e l, i t  w a s  p o ss ib le  to  o b ta in  a  s a t i s ­

f a c to ry  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  a b o v e  $ 7 ,5 0 0  o n ly  b y  c a r r y ­

in g  th r o u g h  th e  a d ju s tm e n t  fo r  th e  e n t i r e  in c o m e  

r a n g e  a b o v e  $ 5 ,0 0 0 .2

A c c o rd in g ly , t h e  a d ju s tm e n t s  o f  th e  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  

w e re  c a r r ie d  th r o u g h  o n  th e  b a s is  o f t h e  fu ll in c o m e  

c la ss if ic a tio n , a l th o u g h  th e  d a t a  fo r  th e  in c o m e  i n t e r ­

v a ls  b e lo w  $ 7 ,500  w e re  d ro p p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  f in a l  d is ­

t r ib u t io n .3

2 A t o n e  p o in t,  th e  c o m b in in g  o f th e  in c o m e s  o f h u s b a n d s  a n d  w iv e s  m a k in g  sep ar ate  

r etu r n s , u s e  w a s  a lso  m a d e  o f th e  d a ta  in  th e  in c o m e  c la sse s  ju s t  b e lo w  $5,000. See  

p . 83.

3 T h e  in c o m e  ta x  c la ss  in te r v a ls  w e re  c o m b in e d  in to  th e  c la s s  in te r v a ls  u se d  in  th is  

s t u d y  w h e n  n e t in c o m e  w a s  a d ju ste d  t o  c orr espo nd  w ith  in c o m e  as  d e fin e d  in  th is  

s tu d y . S ee p p . 82-83.
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L im ita t io n s  o í  th e  In c o m e  T a x  D a t a  

fo r  P u rp o ses  o f  A d ju s tm e n t

B e fo re  t h e  d a t a  f r o m  in c o m e  t a x  r e t u r n s  c o u ld  b e  

u s e d  in  a d ju s t in g  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  fa m il ie s  

a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls ,  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry , a s  in d ic a te d  in  

P a r t  I I  o f  t h e  r e p o r t ,  to  c a r r y  th r o u g h  v a r io u s  c o m b in a ­

t io n s  a n d  a d ju s tm e n t s  o f  t h e  d a t a  to  r e n d e r  t h e  in c o m e  

t a x  d is t r ib u t io n s  c o m p a ra b le  to  th o s e  d e r iv e d  f ro m  th e  

s a m p le  in c o m e  d a t a  u s e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y .  T h e s e  a d ju s t ­

m e n ts  c e n te r e d  a ro u n d  fo u r  m a in  p ro b le m s :

1 . C o m b in in g  t h e  d a ta  fo r  v a r io u s  t y p e s  o f  in c o m e  ta x  

r e tu r n s  a n d  a d ju s t in g  t h e m  t o  o b ta in  d is tr ib u t io n s  fo r  fa m ily  

u n it s  a n d  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls .

2 . A d ju s t in g  t h e  n e t  in c o m e  d a t a  t o  in c lu d e  t h e  s a m e  i te m s  

o f  in c o m e  in c lu d e d  in  in c o m e  a s  d e fin e d  in  t h is  s tu d y .

3 . A d ju s t in g  t h e  1 935  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  t o  a l lo w  fo r  t h e  e ff e c ts  

o f  t h e  in c r e a s e d  n a t io n a l  in c o m e  d u r in g  t h e  f is c a l  y e a r  1 9 3 5 -3 6 .

4 . A d ju s t in g  t h e  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  t o  a l lo w  fo r  t h e  n o n r e p o r t ­

in g  o f  th o s e  n o t  f i lin g  r e tu r n s , a n d  fo r  t h e  u n d e r s ta t e m e n t  o f  

in c o m e  b y  t h o s e  t h a t  d id  file .

T h e  d e ta i le d  s te p s  in v o lv e d  in  m a k in g  th e s e  v a r io u s  

a d ju s tm e n t s  o f  th e  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  a r e  d e s c r ib e d  in  

th i s  s e c tio n  o f  th e  a p p e n d ix . I t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  

th e  se q u e n c e  o f  th e  v a r io u s  s te p s  d e p e n d e d  to  so m e  

e x te n t  o n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a v a i la b le  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  

a n d  h e n c e  d o e s  n o t  c o r re s p o n d  e x a c t ly  to  th e  g e n e ra l  

g ro u p in g  g iv e n  a b o v e .

I n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  se c tio n  a re  d e s c r ib e d  th e  

m e th o d s  u s e d  in  c o r re c t in g  th e  n a t io n a l  in c o m e  d is t r i ­

b u t io n s  fo r  fa m il ie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  b y  m e a n s o f  

th e  a d ju s te d  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a ,  a n d  i n  e x te n d in g  th e s e  

c o r re c tio n s  to  t h e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  th e  v a r io u s  c o m p o n ­

e n t  g ro u p s  o f  c o n s u m e r  u n i ts .

G r o u p in g  o f  D a t a  fo r  

V a r io u s  T y p e s  o f  R e tu rn s

I n d iv id u a l  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  o n  n u m b e r  o f  r e tu r n s  

a n d  n e t  in c o m e  a re  c la ss if ied  b y  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n t e r n a l  

R e v e n u e  in to  t h e  fo llo w in g  n in e  g r o u p s :

1. J o in t  r e tu r n s  o f  h u s b a n d s , w iv e s  a n d  d e p e n d e n t  c h ild r e n ,  

a n d  r e tu r n s  o f  e ith e r  h u s b a n d  o r  w ife  w h e n  n o  o th e r  r e tu r n  is  

f ile d ,

2 . S e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  o f  h u sb a n d s ,

3 . S e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  o f  w iv e s ,

4 . M a le  h e a d s  o f  fa m ilie s ,  in c lu d in g  s in g le  m e n  a n d  m a r rie d  

m e n  n o t  l iv in g  w ith  w iv e s ,

5 . F e m a le  h e a d s  o f  fa m ilie s ,  in c lu d in g  s in g le  w o m e n  a n d  m a r ­

r ie d  w o m e n  n o t  l iv in g  w ith  h u s b a n d s ,

6. R e tu r n s  o f  s in g le  m e n  a n d  m a r r ie d  m e n  n o t  l iv in g  w ith  

w iv e s ,  n o t  h e a d s  o f  fa m ilie s ,

7 . R e tu r n s  o f  s in g le  w o m e n  a n d  m a r r ie d  w o m e n  n o t  l iv in g  

w it h  h u s b a n d s , n o t  h e a d s  o f  fa m ilie s ,

8 . C o m m u n it y  p r o p e r ty  r e tu r n s ,

9 . R e tu r n s  o f  e s ta t e s  a n d  tr u s ts .

T h e  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s  f iled  fo r  e s ta te s  a n d  t r u s t s  

w e re  e x c lu d e d  f ro m  f u r th e r  c o n s id e ra t io n  in a s m u c h  a s  

t h e y  d id  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  in c o m e  o f e i th e r  fa m il ie s  o r  

s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a s  d e fin e d  in  th i s  s tu d y .

S in g le  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  n o t  h e a d s  o f  fa m ilie s  a n d  o th e r  

in d iv id u a ls  f ilin g  r e tu r n s  c la ss if ie d  in  g ro u p s  6 a n d  7 

w e re  a s s u m e d  to  b e , fo r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  u n a t t a c h e d  

in d iv id u a ls  w h o  w e re  e i th e r  l iv in g  a lo n e , o r ,  i f  l iv in g  

w i th  o th e r s ,  w e re  m a in ta in in g  a  s e p a r a te  e c o n o m ic  

e x is te n c e  a n d  n o t  p o o lin g  th e i r  in c o m e s  in  a  c o m m o n  

fu n d . D a t a  f ro m  th e s e  r e tu r n s  w e re  u se d , th e re fo re , 

to  c o r re c t  th e  e s t im a te d  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  s in g le  

m e n  a n d  s in g le  w o m e n  d e r iv e d  f ro m  s a m p le  d a t a .  A  

d e s c r ip t io n  o f  t h e  m e th o d s  u s e d  in  a d ju s t in g  th e  in c o m e  

t a x  d a t a  a n d  in  c o r re c t in g  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  

s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  is  g iv e n  l a t e r  in  th i s  s e c tio n .

T h e  r e tu r n s  c la ss if ied  in  g ro u p s  1, 2 , 3 , 4 , 5, a n d  8 

a ll r e p re s e n te d  r e tu r n s  b y  m e m b e rs  o f  fa m ilie s , a n d  i t  

w a s  d e s ir e d  to  c o m b in e  th e s e  in to  a  s in g le  d is t r ib u t io n  

re p re s e n t in g  th e  in c o m e s  o f  fa m ily  u n i ts .

T h e  r e tu r n s  in  g ro u p s  1, 4 , a n d  5 w e re  c o m b in e d  

d ir e c t ly ,  b y  a d d in g  th e  n u m b e r s  a n d  th e  n e t  in c o m e  a t  

e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l.

B e fo re  f u r th e r  c o m b in a t io n s  c o u ld  b e  m a d e , a  n u m b e r  

o f  in te r m e d ia te  s te p s  w e re  n e c e s s a ry — firs t ,  t h e  d iv is io n  

o f  c o m m u n i ty  p r o p e r ty  r e tu r n s  to  c o r re s p o n d  to  th e  

s e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  o f  h u s b a n d s  a n d  th e  s e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  

o f  w iv e s , a n d  th e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  th e  c o m m u n i ty  p ro p ­

e r t y  r e tu r n s  o f  h u s b a n d s  a n d  o f  w iv e s  w i th  t h e  s e p a r a te  

r e tu r n s  o f  h u s b a n d s  a n d  t h e  s e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  o f  w iv es , 

r e s p e c t iv e ly ;  se c o n d , th e  a d ju s tm e n t  o f  th e  in c o m e  

d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  th e  v a r io u s  g ro u p s  f ro m  a  n e t  in c o m e  

b a s is  to  o n e  m o re  n e a r ly  c o m p a ra b le  to  th e  d e f in itio n  o f  

in c o m e  u s e d  in  th i s  s t u d y ; a n d  th i r d ,  t h e  a d d i t io n  o f  t h e  

in c o m e s  o f w iv e s  m a k in g  s e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  ( in c lu d in g  

c o m m u n i ty  p r o p e r ty  r e tu r n s )  to  t h e  in c o m e s  o f  h u s ­

b a n d s  m a k in g  s e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  ( in c lu d in g  c o m m u n i ty  

p r o p e r ty  r e tu r n s ) .

D iv is io n  o f  C o m m u n ity  P r o p e r ty  R etu rn s  

B e tw e e n  H u s b a n d s  a n d  W iv e s

C o m m u n i ty  p r o p e r ty  r e tu r n s ,  f iled  b y  r e s id e n ts  o f 

o n ly  a  fe w  S ta te s ,  r e p r e s e n t  e i th e r  jo in t  o r  s e p a r a te  

r e tu r n s  o f  h u s b a n d s  a n d  w iv e s  d e r iv in g  in c o m e  f ro m  

p r o p e r ty  t h a t  is  jo in t ly  o w n e d . O n ly  th o s e  jo in t  r e ­

t u r n s  w i th  n e t  in c o m e  o f $ 10 ,0 0 0  o r  m o re , a n d  s e p a r a te  

r e tu r n s  w i th  n e t  in c o m e  o f $ 5 ,000  o r  m o re , a r e  ta b u la te d  

b y  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  u n d e r  t h e  c o m m u n i ty  

p r o p e r ty  h e a d in g . J o in t  r e tu r n s  o f  c o m m u n i ty  p ro p ­

e r ty  sh o w in g  n e t  in c o m e  u n d e r  $ 10 ,0 0 0  a n d  s e p a r a te  

r e tu r n s  sh o w in g  n e t  in c o m e  u n d e r  $ 5 ,0 0 0  a r e  c la ssif ie d  

e i th e r  u n d e r  jo in t  r e tu r n s  o f  h u s b a n d s  a n d  w iv e s  (g ro u p  

1) o r  u n d e r  t h e  r e tu r n s  o f  h u s b a n d s  o r  w iv e s  filin g  

s e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  (g ro u p s  2  a n d  3 ).

I n  ta b u la t in g  t h e  j o in t  r e tu r n s  fo r  in c o m e s  o f  $ 10 ,000  

o r  o v e r,  t h e  B u r e a u  d iv id e s  t h e  d a t a  o n  n e t  in c o m e , 

d e d u c t io n s ,  e tc . ,  to  r e p r e s e n t  s e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  o f  h u s ­

b a n d  a n d  w ife . W h e n  th e  r e t u r n  d o e s  n o t  in d ic a te  th e  

d iv is io n  o f i te m s  a s  b e tw e e n  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife , t h e
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d a t a  a r e  d iv id e d  e v e n ly , w i th  th e  n e t  in c o m e  c la ss  fo r  

e a c h  r e t u r n  e q u a l  to  o n e -h a lf  o f th e  c o m b in e d  n e t  

in c o m e  o f t h e  jo in t  r e tu r n .4

S in c e  t h e  in f o r m a tio n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  a c tu a l  p ro p o r ­

t io n s  o f h u s b a n d s ’ a n d  w iv e s ’ c o m m u n i ty  p r o p e r ty  

r e tu r n s  a t  t h e  v a r io u s  in c o m e  le v e ls  w a s  n o t  a v a i la b le  

fo r  u s e  i n  th i s  s tu d y ,  t h e  d a t a  o n  c o m m u n i ty  p r o p e r ty  

r e tu r n s  w e re  d iv id e d  b e tw e e n  h u s b a n d s  a n d  w iv e s  b y  

a p p ly in g  t h e  p ro p o r t io n s  sh o w n  a t  t h e  v a r io u s  in c o m e  

le v e ls  fo r  h u s b a n d s  a n d  w iv e s  m a k in g  s e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  

a s  c la ss if ie d  in  g ro u p s  2 a n d  3 a b o v e .

T h e  c o m m u n i ty  p r o p e r ty  r e tu r n s  o f  w iv e s  w e re  th e n  

a d d e d ,  b y  in c o m e  le v e l,  ro  t h e  s e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  o f  w iv e s , 

a n d  th e  c o m m u n i ty  p r o p e r ty  r e tu r n s  o f h u s b a n d s  to  

th e  s e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  o f  h u s b a n d s .

Adjustments oí N e t  I n c o m e  to  C o r r e s p o n d  

With In c o m e  as D e f in e d  in  S tu d y

N o t  in c o m e , a s  d e fin e d  fo r  in c o m e  t a x  p u rp o s e s , o m its  

c e r ta in  i te m s  t h a t  a r e  in c lu d e d  w i th in  in c o m e  a s  d e fin e d  

in  th i s  s tu d y ,  a n d  in c lu d e s  n e t  c a p i ta l  g a in s  w h ic h  a re  

n o t  in c lu d e d  b y  t h e  s tu d y  d e f in itio n . T o  p la c e  th e  

in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  o n  a  c o m p a ra b le  b a s is  w i th  t h e  o th e r  

in c o m e  d a t a  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  a d d ,  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  

le v e l, t h e  v a lu e  o f  c e r ta in  ty p e s  o f  in c o m e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  

s u b t r a c te d  f r o m  th e  g ro ss  in c o m e  a s  d e d u c t io n s — i. e ., 

c o n tr ib u t io n s ,  ta x e s  p a id ,  in t e r e s t  p a id  a n d  “ o th e r  d e ­

d u c t io n s ” — a n d  to  s u b t r a c t ,  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l,  t h e  

v a lu e  o f  n e t  c a p i ta l  g a in s  r e p o r te d .  I t  w a s  a ls o  n e c e s ­

s a ry  to  a d d  to  t h e  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  t h e  v a lu e  o f  in te r e s t  

re c e iv e d  f r o m  s e c u r i t ie s  t h a t  a r e  e x e m p t  f r o m  ta x a t io n  

a n d  n o t  in c lu d e d  in  g ro ss  in c o m e  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  

R e v e n u e  A c t  o f  1934, u n d e r  w h ic h  th e  1935 in c o m e  

t a x  r e tu r n s  w e re  f ile d .5

S in c e  t h e  d a t a  o n  ta x -e x e m p t  in te r e s t ,  d e d u c t io n s  a n d  

c a p i ta l  g a in s  w e re  n o t  c la ss if ied  fo r  e a c h  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  

ty p e s  o f  r e tu r n s ,  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  a c c e p t  so m e  

a r b i t r a r y  b a s is  fo r  a l lo c a t in g  th e  a g g re g a te  a m o u n ts  o f 

s u c h  i te m s  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l  a m o n g  th e  fo llo w in g  

g ro u p s  o f r e tu r n s :

1. J o in t  r e tu r n s  o f  h u s b a n d s , w iv e s , a n d  d e p e n d e n t  c h ild r e n  

a n d  r e tu r n s  o f  e i th e r  h u s b a n d  o r  w ife  w h e n  n o  o th e r  r e tu r n  is  

f i le d , a n d  r e tu r n s  o f  h e a d s  o f  fa m ilie s  w h o  a r e  s in g le  m e n , m a r r ie d  

m e n  n o t  l iv in g  w it h  w iv e s ,  s in g le  w o m e n , o r  m a r r ie d  w o m e n  n o t  

l iv in g  w i t h  h u s b a n d s  (g r o u p s  1, 4 , a n d  5 , a b o v e ) .

2 . S e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  o f  h u s b a n d s , in c lu d in g  c o m m u n ity  p r o p ­

e r t y  r e tu r n s  o f  h u sb a n d s .

3. S e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  o f  w iv e s ,  in c lu d in g  c o m m u n it y  p r o p e r ty  

r e tu r n s  o f  w iv e s .

4 S ee S t a tis t i c s  o f  I n c o m e  for 1934, p t.  I ,  p . 7.

5 A  fe w  o th er  it e m s  o f in c o m e — e . g .,  c o m p e n sa tio n  for in ju rie s a n d  s ic k n e ss  a n d  

r e n ta l v a lu e  o f  a  d w e ll in g  h o u se  fu r n ish e d  t o  a  m in is te r  o f  th e  go sp el— are e x clu d e d  

from  gr oss in c o m e  a s  d e fin e d  b y  th e  R e v e n u e  A c t  o f  1934 b u t  in c lu d e d  in  in c o m e  a s  

d e fin e d  for t h is  s tu d y . T h e s e  i te m s  ar e r e la tiv e ly  n e g lig ib le  in  a m o u n t  a n d  n o  a t ­

t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  t o  a d ju st  th e  d a ta  s p e c if ic a l ly  t o  in c lu d e  th e m . T h e  a d ju st ­

m e n ts  for n on r e p o r tin g  a n d  for u n d e r sta te m e n t o f  in c o m e , d e scr ib e d  o n  p p .  8 4 -  

85 b e lo w , ar e in te n d e d  t o  in c lu d e  th e  in c o m e s  o f S ta te  a n d  lo c a l g o v e r n m e n t  

offic ia ls w h o se  sa la rie s are e x e m p t  from  F e d e r a l ta x a tio n .

4 . R e tu r n s  o f  s in g le  m e n  a n d  m a r r ie d  m e n  n o t  l iv in g  w ith  

w iv e s , n o t  h e a d s  o f  fa m ilie s .

5 . R e tu r n s  o f  s in g le  w o m e n  a n d  m a r r ie d  w o m e n  n o t  l iv in g  w ith  

h u s b a n d s , n o t  h e a d s  o f  fa m ilie s ,

6 . R e tu r n s  o f  e s t a t e s  a n d  tr u s t s .

T h e  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  a g g re g a te  n e t  in c o m e , 

a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l,  a m o n g  th e s e  s ix  g ro u p s  a p p e a re d  

to  o ffe r  t h e  m o s t  s a t i s f a c to r y  b a s is  fo r  a l lo c a t in g  to  e a c h  

g ro u p  t h e  a p p r o p r ia te  s h a re  o f  ta x -e x e m p t  i n t e r e s t  a n d  

d e d u c t io n s  to  b e  a d d e d ,  a n d  th e  a p p r o p r ia te  s h a re  o f 

c a p i ta l  g a in s  to  b e  d e d u c te d ,  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  lev e l.

T h e  fo llo w in g  d e d u c t io n s  f ro m  g ro s s  in c o m e  a llo w e d  

i n  c a lc u la t in g  n e t  in c o m e  fo r  in c o m e  t a x  p u rp o s e s  w e re  

to ta l le d  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l  a b o v e  $ 5 ,0 0 0 :  N e t  c a p i ta l  

lo ss , c o n t r ib u t io n s ,  ta x e s  p a id ,  in t e r e s t  p a id  a n d  “ o th e r  

d e d u c t io n s .” 6 T h e  v a lu e  o f  in t e r e s t  re c e iv e d  f ro m  

w h o lly  ta x -e x e m p t  o b l ig a t io n s  a n d  o f  t h e  n o n ta x a b le  

a m o u n ts  o f  in t e r e s t  re c e iv e d  f ro m  p a r t i a l ly  ta x -e x ­

e m p t  o b l ig a t io n s  w e re  a d d e d  to  t h e  a b o v e  to ta l s  a t  e a c h  

in c o m e  le v e l,  a n d  t h e  v a lu e  o f  n e t  c a p i ta l  g a in s  s u b ­

t r a c te d .  T h e  r e s u l t in g  a g g re g a te  a m o u n ts  w e re  th e n  

d is t r ib u te d  a m o n g  th e  s ix  g ro u p s  o f  r e tu r n s ,  a t  e a c h  

in c o m e  le v e l  a b o v e  $ 5 ,0 0 0 , a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  p ro p o r t io n s  

o f  a g g re g a te  n e t  in c o m e  re c e iv e d  b y  e a c h  g ro u p  a t  th e  

v a r io u s  le v e ls .

F r o m  th e  a g g re g a te , a m o u n ts  a ss ig n e d  to  e a c h  g ro u p  

o f  r e tu r n s  i t  w a s  p o s s ib le  to  c a lc u la te  t h e  a v e ra g e  

a m o u n t  to  b e  a d d e d  to  t h e  r e tu r n s  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l 

in  o r d e r  to  a d j u s t  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  f ro m  a  n e t  

in c o m e  b a s is  to  o n e  w h ic h  w o u ld  c o r re s p o n d  w i th  th e  

d e f in itio n  o f  in c o m e  u se d  in  t h e  s tu d y .  T h is  a d  j u s tm e n t ,  

m a d e  s e p a r a te ly  fo r  e a c h  g ro u p  o f r e t u r n s  l is te d  a b o v e ,7 

in v o lv e d  t h e  s h if t in g  o f  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e tu r n s  a n d  o f  th e  

a g g re g a te  in c o m e  in  e a c h  in c o m e  c la ss  i n to  t h e  n e x t  

h ig h e r  in c o m e  c la ss . S u c h  s h if t in g  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  b e ­

c a u s e  t h e  a d d i t io n  o f  t h e  a v e ra g e  a m o u n t  o f  d e d u c t io n s  

a n d  ta x -e x e m p t  in t e r e s t  to  th o s e  r e t u r n s  t h a t  w e re  a l ­

r e a d y  n e a r  t h e  u p p e r  l im i t  o f  a  g iv e n  in c o m e  in te r v a l  

b r o u g h t  th e i r  in c o m e s  w i th in  t h e  r a n g e  o f  t h e  n e x t  

h ig h e r  in te r v a l .  F o r  e x a m p le , i f  a n  a v e ra g e  a m o u n t  o f 

$746  in  d e d u c t io n s  a n d  ta x -e x e m p t  in te r e s t  w e re  a d d e d  

to  t h e  r e tu r n s  in  n e t  in c o m e  c la ss  $ 1 0 ,00 0  to  $ 15 ,00 0 , 

a ll th o s e  r e tu r n s  w h ic h  h a d  n e t  in c o m e s  o f  $ 14 ,2 5 5  o r  

m o re  w o u ld  s h i f t  u p w a rd  in to  t h e  c la ss  in te r v a l  o f  

$ 15 ,0 0 0  to  $ 20 ,000 . I n  o rd e r  to  d e te rm in e  t h e  a c tu a l  

n u m b e r  o f  r e tu r n s  to  b e  s h if te d  f ro m  e a c h  n e t  in c o m e  

c la ss , a  c u m u la t iv e  f r e q u e n c y  c u rv e  w a s  d ra w n , fro m  

w h ic h  i t  w a s  p o ss ib le  to  r e a d  o ff t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e tu r n s  

w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  su ffic ie n tly  a f fe c te d  b y  t h e  a d d i t io n  o f 

th e  a v e ra g e  a m o u n t  o f  d e d u c t io n s  a n d  ta x -e x e m p t  in te r ­

e s t  fo r  th e  c la ss  to  m o v e  o u t  o f  o n e  in c o m e  c la ss  in to  

a n o th e r .  T h u s  in  th e  e x a m p le  g iv e n  a b o v e , i t  w a s  p o ss i ­

6 D e d u c tio n s  for b u s in e ss  lo ss  a n d  p a r tn e rsh ip  loss  w e r e  n o t in c lu d e d  in  th is  to ta l, 

s in c e  th e s e  it e m s  h a d  a lso  b e e n  d e d u c te d  from  gross in c o m e  as  r ep or te d  in  th e  sa m p le  

in c o m e  d a ta  u s e d  in  th e  s tu d y .

7 W ith  th e  e x ce p tio n , o f  course, o f th e  r etu r n s for e s ta te s  a n d  tr u sts , w h ic h  w e re  n o t  

to  b e  in c lu d e d  in  e ith e r  th e  fa m ily  or th e  s in g le  in d iv id u a l e s tim a te s .



b le  to  r e a d  o ff th e  n u m b e r  o f r e tu r n s  fa llin g  b e tw e e n  

$ 1 4 ,25 5  a n d  $15,000, a n d  to  s h i f t  t h a t  n u m b e r  to  t h e  n e x t  

h ig h e r  in c o m e  c la ss . I n  th i s  m a n n e r ,  a  n e w  f r e q u e n c y  

d is t r ib u t io n  wTa s  o b ta in e d ,  i n  w h ic h  t h e  in c o m e  c la s s i ­

f ic a t io n  c o r re s p o n d e d  c lo se ly — a lth o u g h  n o t  e x a c t ly —- 

w i th  t h e  d e f in i t io n  o f  in c o m e  u s e d  in  t h e  s tu d y .8

T h e  a d d i t io n  o f  d e d u c t io n s  a n d  ta x -e x e m p t  i n t e r e s t  a t  

e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l  c a u s e d , o f  c o u rse , a n  in c re a s e  in  th e  

a g g re g a te  in c o m e  a n d  n e c e s s i ta te d  a n  a d ju s tm e n t  o f 

th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  to  c o r re s p o n d  w i th  

th e  a d ju s tm e n t  o f  t h e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  r e tu r n s .  T h is  

in v o lv e d  a d d in g , a t  e a c h  in c o m e  in te r v a l ,  t h e  a d d i t io n a l  

a g g re g a te  in c o m e  f r o m  d e d u c t io n s  a n d  ta x -e x e m p t  

in te r e s t  a c c ru in g  to  th o s e  r e tu r n s  re m a in in g  i n  th e  

c la s s ,9 p lu s  t h e  a g g re g a te  n e t  in c o m e  a n d  th e  in c o m e  

f ro m  d e d u c t io n s  a n d  ta x -e x e m p t  in t e r e s t  o f  th o s e  r e ­

t u r n s  s h if te d  in to  t h e  c la s s ,10 11 m in u s  th e  a g g re g a te  n e t  

in c o m e  o f th o s e  s h if te d  o u t  o f  t h e  c la s s .11

C o m b in in g  In c o m e s  o f  H u s b a n d s

and Wives Making S e p a r a te  Returns
A f te r  t h e  a d j  u s tm e n ts  fo r  d e d u c t io n s  a n d  ta x -e x e m p t  

in t e r e s t  h a d  b e e n  c o m p le te d  fo r  e a c h  g ro u p  o f  r e tu r n s ,  

th e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  h u s b a n d s  m a k in g  s e p a r a te  

r e tu r n s  ( in c lu d in g  th e  c o m m u n i ty  p r o p e r ty  r e tu r n s  o f 

h u s b a n d s )  w a s  c o m b in e d  w i th  t h e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  w iv e s  

m a k in g  s e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  ( in c lu d in g  th e  c o m m u n i ty  

p r o p e r ty  r e tu r n s  o f  w iv e s) . T h is  c o m b in a t io n  w a s  

m a d e  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e  g e n e ra l  a s s u m p tio n  t h a t  

a t  t h e  h ig h  in c o m e  le v e ls  h u s b a n d s  a n d  w iv e s  m a k in g  

s e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  w o u ld  e n d e a v o r  to  d iv id e  t h e  fa m ily  

in c o m e  a s  e v e n ly  a s  p o ss ib le  in  o r d e r  to  a v o id  th e  

s u r t a x  c h a rg e s .

B e g in n in g  a t  t h e  to p  o f  t h e  in c o m e  sc a le , h u s b a n d s  

a n d  w iv e s  w e re  p a i r e d  in to  “ f a m ily ”  u n i ts .  I n s o f a r  a s  

p o ss ib le , h u s b a n d s  in  t h e  h ig h e s t  in c o m e  b r a c k e t  w e re  

a s s ig n e d  w iv e s  in  t h e  s a m e  b r a c k e t ,  b u t  s in c e  t h e  

n u m b e r  o f  h u s b a n d s  r e p o r t in g  h ig h  in c o m e s  w a s  c o n ­

s id e r a b ly  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  w iv e s  i t  w a s  n e c - 

s a r y  to  p a i r  so m e  o f t h e  h u s b a n d s  w i th  w iv e s  in  lo w e r 

in c o m e  b r a c k e ts .  P ro c e e d in g  d o w n  t h e  in c o m e  s c a le  in  

th i s  fa s h io n , e v e ry  h u s b a n d  w a s  p a i re d  w i th  a  w ife , a n d

8 I t  w a s  s t i l l  n e c e ssa r y  t o  a d d  th e  in c o m e  o f su p p le m e n ta r y  earners ov er  18 w h o  w e re  

n o t c o ve re d  b y  th e  jo in t  in c o m e  ta x  r etu r n s or t h e  r etu r n s o f  th e  h e a d s  o f  fa m ily  u n it s ,  

a n d  a lso  th e  im p u te d  v a lu e  o f  n o n m o n e y  in c o m e . S e e  p p . 84-85  b e lo w .

s C a lc u la te d  b y  m u lt ip ly in g  th e  n u m b e r  o f r e tu r n s  r e m a in in g  in  th e  c lass  b y  th e  

a v er a g e  a m o u n t o f  d e d u c t io n s  a n d  ta x -e x e m p t  in te r e s t  a d d e d  to  th e s e  re tu r n s .

A g g r e ga te  n e t  in c o m e  c a lc u la te d  b y  m u lt ip ly in g  th e  n u m b e r  o f r e tu r n s  sh if t in g  

b y  t h e  a v er a ge  a m o u n t o f  th e ir  in c o m e s— i.  e .,  t h e  m id p o in t b e tw e e n  t h e  n e t  in c o m e  

f igu r e a b o v e  w h ic h  th e  r e tu r n s  w e r e  s h ift e d  a n d  th e  u p p e r  l im it  o f  th e  in c o m e  c la ss  

from  w h ic h  t h e y  w e r e  m o v e d . T h u s ,  in  th e  e x a m p le  g iv e n  a b o v e , th e  m id p o in t b e ­

tw e e n  $  14,255 a n d  $15,000. T h e  r e su lt in g  a m o u n t o f  a g g re g ate  in c o m e  w a s  su b tr a c te d  

from  in c o m e  c la ss  $10,000-$15,000 a n d  a d d e d  to  in c o m e  c la ss  $15,000-$20,000. In c o m e  

from  d e d u c t io n s  a n d  ta x -e x e m p t in te r e st  c a lc u la te d  b y  m u lt ip ly in g  t h e  n u m b e r  of 

r e tu r n s  s h if t in g  b y  th e  a v er a ge  a m o u n t o f  d e d u c t io n s  a n d  ta x -e x e m p t in te r e st  th a t  

w a s  a d d e d  t o  th e ir  re tu r n s .
11 C a lc u la te d  i n  th e  sa m e  w a y  as  th e  a ggre ga te  n e t  in c o m e  for th o se  sh if t in g  in to  th e

c la ss . S e e  fo o tn o te  10 a b o v e . T h u s  in  th e  e x a m p le  g iv e n , th e  a m o u n t  o f  ag gre gate

n e t  in c o m e  a d d e d  a t  in c o m e  in te r v a l $15,000-$20,000 w a s  su b tr a c te d  from  in c o m e  

in te r v a l  $10,000-$15,000.

C o n s u m e r  I n c o m e s

th e  h u s b a n d -w ife  u n i t s  w e re  d i s t r ib u te d  b y  in c o m e  le v e l 

a c c o rd in g  to  th e  c o m b in e d  in c o m e  o f  th e  tw o  r e tu r n s .12 

T h e  n u m b e r  o f h u s b a n d -w ife  u n i t s  w i th  in c o m e s  a b o v e  

$ 5 ,0 0 0  w a s  s o m e w h a t  g r e a te r  t h a n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  h u s ­

b a n d s  f ilin g  s e p a r a te  r e tu r n s  o f in c o m e s  o v e r  $5 ,000 , 

b e c a u s e  so m e  h u s b a n d s  w i th  in c o m e s  b e lo w  $ 5 ,0 0 0  w e re  

p a i r e d  w i th  w iv e s  w h o s e  in c o m e s  w e re  a lso  b e lo w  $5 ,000 , 

b u t  su ffic ie n t to  b r in g  th e  c o m b in e d  in c o m e  a b o v e  $5,000.

T h e  n e w  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  h u s b a n d -w ife  u n i t s  w a s  n o w  

c o m b in e d  w i th  t h e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  o th e r  fa m ily  u n i t s  b y  

a d d in g  th e  f re q u e n c ie s  a n d  t h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  a t  e a c h  

in c o m e  le v e l.

A d ju s tm e n t  fro m  1 9 3 5  

to  1 9 3 5 - 3 6  B as is

T h e  r e s u l t in g  fa m ily  d is t r ib u t io n ,  w h ic h  w a s  b a s e d  

o n  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  fo r  t h e  c a le n d a r  y e a r  1935, w a s  n e x t  

a d ju s te d  to  a llo w  fo r  a n  in c re a s e d  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ily  

in c o m e s  o f  $ 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r  in  t h e  f isc a l y e a r  1 9 3 5 -36 , 

w h e n  t h e  n a t io n a l  in c o m e  w a s  c o n s id e ra b ly  g r e a t e r  t h a n  

in  1935. T h is  a d ju s tm e n t  w a s  m a d e  b y  r e la t in g  th e  

d if fe re n c e s  in  t h e  a g g re g a te  g ro s s  in c o m e  r e p o r te d  fo r  

th e  y e a r  1935 a n d  fo r  t h e  y e a r  1936, o n  a l l  t y p e s  o f 

in d iv id u a l  r e tu r n s  w i th  n e t  in c o m e s  o f  $ 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r, 

to  d iffe re n c e s  i n  t h e  s iz e  o f  t h e  n a t io n a l  in c o m e  p a id  o u t  

d u r in g  th i s  p e r io d , a s  e s t im a te d  b y  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f 

C o m m e rc e .13

N a t io n a l  in c o m e  p a id  o u t  in  1936 w a s  e s t im a te d  a t  

$ 62 ,441  m illio n , r e p re s e n t in g  a  13.6  p e r c e n t  r ise  o v e r  th e  

e s t im a te d  a m o u n t  p a id  o u t  d u r in g  1935. A n  e s t im a te  

fo r  1 9 3 5 -3 6 , b a s e d  o n  m o n th ly  e s t im a te s  fo r  t h e  l a s t  

6 m o n th s  o f  1935 a n d  th e  f i r s t  6 m o n th s  o f  1936, sh o w e d  

a  5 .5  p e r c e n t  r is e  o v e r  th e  1935 f ig u re , o r  4 0 .3  p e r c e n t  

o f  t h e  t o t a l  r is e  f ro m  1935 to  1936.

T h e  a g g re g a te  g ro s s  in c o m e  (n e t  in c o m e  p lu s  d e d u c ­

t io n s  fo r  c a p i ta l  lo ss , i n t e r e s t  p a id ,  ta x e s  p a id ,  c o n t r ib u ­

t io n s  a n d  “ o th e r  d e d u c t io n s ,”  a n d  m in u s  c a p i ta l  g a in )  

fo r  a l l  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s  fo r  n e t  in c o m e s  o f  $ 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  

o v e r  sh o w e d  a  t o t a l  r is e  o f  3 6 .5  p e r c e n t  f r o m  1935 to  1936. 

I t  w a s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  in c re a s e  in  a g g re g a te  g ro ss  

in c o m e  f ro m  1935 to  1 9 3 5 -3 6  b o re  t h e  s a m e  p r o p o r ­

t io n a te  re la t io n s h ip  to  th i s  t o t a l  in c re a s e  t h a t  th e  r ise  

in  n a t io n a l  in c o m e  f r o m  1935 to  1 9 3 5 -3 6  b o ro  to  th e  

t o t a l  r is e  fr o m  1935 to  1936. A c c o rd in g ly , 4 0 .3  p e r c e n t  

o f t h e  in c re a s e  in  a g g re g a te  g ro ss  in c o m e  fo r  a ll ty p e s  

o f r e tu r n s  w i th  n e t  in c o m e s  o f  $ 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r  b e tw e e n  

1935 a n d  1936 w a s  t a k e n  to  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  in c re a s e  in  

a g g re g a te  g ro ss  in c o m e  f ro m  1935 to  1 9 3 5 -3 6 .

S in c e  o n ly  p a r t  o f  th i s  in c re a s e  a c c ru e d  to  th o s e  

in c o m e  re c ip ie n ts  w h o  b e lo n g e d  to  fa m ily  u n i t s ,  i t  w a s

I2 T h e  h u sb a n d ’s  in c o m e  w a s  a ssu m e d  to  e q u a l th e  ave ra ge  in c o m e  o f th e  in c o m e  

c la ss  to  w h ic h  h e  b elo n g e d  a n d  th e  w ife ’s  in c o m e , in m o s t  cases , to  e q u a l t h e  average  

in c o m e  o f th e  in c o m e  c la ss  to  w h ic h  sh e  b e lon g ed . T h e  su m  o f th e  tw o  d e ter m in ed  

th e  in c o m e  c lass  o f  th e  n e w  fa m ily  u n i t .

18 S e e  N a th a n , R o b e r t  I t . ,  a n d  C on e, F re d e r ic k  M .,  M o n t h l y  I n c o m e  P a y m e n t s  

th e  U n i t e d  S t a te s ,  1 9 2 9 - 3 7 ,  S u r v e y  o f C u r re n t B u s in e s s , F e b r u a r y  1938

8 3
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n e c e s s a ry  to  d iv id e  i t  a m o n g  th e  v a r io u s  g ro u p s  o f 

r e tu r n s  o n  so m e  p r o p o r t io n a te  b a s is . T h e  p e rc e n ta g e  

d is t r ib u t io n  o f  a g g re g a te  g ro ss  in c o m e  a m o n g  th e  v a r i ­

o u s  g ro u p s  o f  r e tu r n s  in  1935 w a s  u s e d  a s  th e  b a s is  fo r  

th is  d iv is io n .14

T h e  p o r t io n  o f th e  in c re a s e d  a m o u n t  o f g ro ss  in c o m e  

a c c ru in g  to  th o s e  ty p e s  o f r e tu r n s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  

c o m b in e d  in to  fa m ily  u n i t s  w a s  n o w  d is t r ib u te d ,  b y  

in c o m e  le v e l,  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  p e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n  

o f  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  sh o w n  b y  th e  fa m ily  d i s t r ib u t io n  

fo r  193 5 .14 T h e  a d d i t io n a l  a m o u n t  o f a g g re g a te  in ­

c o m e  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l  w a s  th e n  a d d e d  to  t h e  a g g re ­

g a te  in c o m e  sh o w n  in  th e  1935 fa m ily  .d is t r ib u t io n  a t  

t h a t  in c o m e  le v e l  to  o b ta in  a  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  a g g re g a te  

in c o m e  fo r  1 9 3 5 -3 6 . I t  w a s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  a v e ra g e  

in c o m e  w i th in  t h e  v a r io u s  in c o m e  c la ss e s  re m a in e d  th e  

s a m e  a s  t h e  a v e ra g e  in  1935. A c c o rd in g ly , t h e  n u m b e r  

o f  fa m ily  u n i t s  in  t h e  1 9 3 5 -3 6  d is t r ib u t io n  w a s  d e te r ­

m in e d  b y  d iv id in g  th e  1 9 3 5 -3 6  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  a t  

e a c h  in c o m e  in te r v a l  b y  th e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e  w ith in  t h a t  

in te r v a l  sh o w n  b y  th e  1935 fa m ily  d is t r ib u t io n .

A d ju s t m e n t  fo r  N o n r e p o r t in g

H a v in g  o b ta in e d  a n  e s t im a te d  1 9 3 5 -3 6  in c o m e  

d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  th o s e  fa m ilie s  t h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  filed  

F e d e ra l  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s  o f $ 5 ,0 0 0  o r  m o re  g ro ss  

in c o m e , i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  in c re a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f 

fa m ily  u n i t s  a n d  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  a t  v a r io u s  le v e ls  

to  a c c o u n t  fo r  th o s e  fa m il ie s  t h a t  a r e  le g a lly  r e q u ire d  

to  file  r e tu r n s  b u t  fa i l  to  d o  so , a n d  fo r  fa m il ie s— su c h  

a s  th o s e  o f S ta t e  a n d  m u n ic ip a l  o ff ic ia ls— w h o se  

s a la r ie s  a r e  n o t  s u b je c t  to  F e d e r a l  in c o m e  t a x a t io n .  

T h e  a d ju s tm e n t  fo r  n o n re p o r t in g  w a s  b a s e d  o n  a r b i ­

t r a r y  a s s u m p tio n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  p ro b a b le  p e rc e n ta g e  

in c re a s e  in  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s  if  a ll fa m ilie s  w i th  in ­

c o m e s  o f  $ 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r  h a d  a c tu a l ly  f iled  in c o m e  t a x  

r e tu r n s  fo r  t h e  y e a r  1 9 3 5 -3 6 .

I t  w a s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  n o n re p o r t in g  w a s  m o s t  p r e v a le n t  

in  th e  in c o m e  c la ss e s  $ 5 ,0 0 0  to  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  a n d  te n d e d  to  

b e  n e g lig ib le  a t  in c o m e  le v e ls  a b o v e  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 . S p e c if ­

ic a l ly , i t  w a s  d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ilie s  w ith  

in c o m e s  b e tw e e n  $ 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  $ 10 ,0 0 0  s h o u ld  b e  in ­

c re a s e d  b y  25  p e r c e n t ;  t h a t  th e  n u m b e r  w i th  in c o m e s  

b e tw e e n  $ 1 0 ,00 0  a n d  $ 1 5 ,00 0  s h o u ld  b e  in c re a s e d  b y  15 

p e r c e n t ;  a n d  th e  n u m b e r  b e tw e e n  $ 15 ,0 0 0  a n d  $ 20 ,00 0  

in c re a s e d  b y  5 p e r c e n t .15 T h e  1 9 3 5 -3 6  d is t r ib u t io n  

w a s  c o r re c te d  fo r  n o n re p o r t in g  b y  in c re a s in g  th e  n u m ­

b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  a n d  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  a t  th e s e  

in c o m e  le v e ls  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  th e  a b o v e  a s s u m p tio n s .

14 A v a ila b le  in c o m e  ta x  d a t a  for 1936 w e r e  n o t c lass if ie d  b y  ty p e  o f  r etu r n  so  th a t it  

w a s  n e c e ssa r y  e ith e r  t o  a c c e p t th e  1935 p e rc en ta g e r e la tio n sh ip s  a m o n g  g rou p s  of  

r e tu r n s  a n d  a m o n g  in c o m e  c la sse s  as  r e p r e s e n ta tiv e  o f  1935-36, or  t o  a tt e m p t so m e  

a r b itra r y  c or re ction  o f th e  d a ta . C o m p a r iso n s  o f  th e  1935 a n d  1936 r e la tion sh ip s ,  

m a d e  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  n e t in c o m e  d a ta  for a ll  ty p e s  o f  r etu r n s c o m b in e d , in d ic a te d  

th a t  p e rc e n ta g e  r e la tio n sh ip s  w e r e  so  l i t t l e  c h a n ge d  b e tw e e n  1935 a n d  1936 th a t  i t  

w o u ld  n o t b e  w o r th  w h ile  to  a tt e m p t a n y  a d ju stm e n t for 1935-36.

A d ju s tm e n t  fo r  U n d e r ­

s ta te m e n t o f  In c o m e

A  f u r th e r  a d ju s tm e n t  w a s  m a d e  in  th e  1 9 3 5 -3 6  

fa m ily  d is t r ib u t io n  to  a llo w  fo r th e  u n d e r s ta te m e n t  of 

c e r ta in  ty p e s  o f in c o m e  b y  fa m il ie s  a c tu a l ly  f ilin g  

r e tu r n s .  U n d e r s ta t e m e n t  w a s  c o n s id e re d  m o s t  lik e ly  

to  o c c u r in  t h e  r e p o r t in g  o f in c o m e  f ro m  th e  fo llo w in g  

s o u rc e s :  (1) B u s in e ss  p ro f i ts ;  (2 ) p a r tn e r s h ip  p ro f i ts ;  

(3) r e n ts  a n d  ro y a l t ie s ;  a n d  (4) “ o th e r  in c o m e ” ( in c lu d in g  

in c o m e  f ro m  a ll so u rc e s  n o t  sp e c if ic a lly  r e p o r te d ) .  

L ik e  n o n re p o r t in g ,  u n d e r s ta te m e n t  w a s  a s s u m e d  to  

v a r y  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  a n d  to  b e  p r o p o r t io n a te ly  g re a te r  

a t  t h e  lo w e r in c o m e  le v e ls . S p e c if ic a lly , i t  w a s  d e c id e d  

t h a t  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  o f fa m ilie s  w i th  in c o m e s  b e ­

tw e e n  $ 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  $ 10 ,0 0 0  s h o u ld  b e  in c re a s e d  b y  15 

p e rc e n t ,  t h a t  o f  fa m il ie s  b e tw e e n  $ 10 ,0 0 0  a n d  $ 20 ,00 0  

b y  15 p e r c e n t ,  t h a t  o f  fa m il ie s  b e tw e e n  $ 20 ,0 0 0  a n d  

$ 2 5 ,0 0 0  b y  10 p e r c e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  fa m il ie s  b e tw e e n  

$ 25 ,0 0 0  a n d  $ 50 ,00 0  b y  5 p e r c e n t .15 T h e s e  a s s u m p ­

t io n s  r e s u l te d  in  a n  o v e ra l l  e s t im a te  o f  u n d e r s ta te m e n t  

e q u a l  to  10 p e r c e n t  o f t h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  o f fa m il ie s  

w i th  in c o m e s  o f  $ 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r  a f t e r  th e  c o r re c tio n  fo r  

n o n re p o r t in g  h a d  b e e n  m a d e .

T h e  to t a l  a m o u n t  o f  in c o m e  to  b e  a d d e d  a t  e a c h  in ­

c o m e  le v e l  o f  th e  fa m ily  d is t r ib u t io n  to  c o r r e c t  fo r  th e  

u n d e r s ta te m e n t  o f  in c o m e  w a s  c a lc u la te d  b y  a p p ly in g  

th e  a p p r o p r ia te  p e rc e n ta g e s  to  t h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  

fig u re s  sh o w n  b y  th e  1 9 3 5 -3 6  d is t r ib u t io n  a f t e r  th e  

c o r re c tio n  fo r  n o n re p o r t in g  h a d  b e e n  c o m p le te d .16

T h e  a g g re g a te  a m o u n t  o f  in c o m e  to  b e  a d d e d  a t  e a c h  

in c o m e  le v e l  to  a llo w  fo r  u n d e r s ta te m e n t  w a s  th e n  

d iv id e d  b y  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ily  u n i t s  i n  o rd e r  to  d e te r ­

m in e  th e  a v e ra g e  a m o u n t  to  b e  a d d e d  to  t h e  in c o m e s  o f 

fa m il ie s  a t  t h a t  le v e l. A d d it io n  o f  s u c h  a n  a v e ra g e  

a m o u n t  o f  in c o m e  a t  e a c h  le v e l  r e s u l te d ,  o f  c o u rse , in  a  

s h if t in g  o f  so m e  fa m il ie s  f ro m  e a c h  in c o m e  in te r v a l  to  

th e  n e x t  h ig h e r  in te r v a l .  T h is  s h i f t  a n d  th e  c o r re ­

s p o n d in g  s h if t  in  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  w e re  a c c o m p lis h e d  b y  

th e  sa m e  m e th o d s  d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e  fo r  a d d in g  d e d u c t io n s  

a n d  ta x -e x e m p t  in te r e s t  to  th e  n e t  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s .17

A d d i t i o n  o f  In c o m e  o f  

S u p p le m e n ta ry  E arn ers

I n  c o m b in in g  th e  d a t a  fo r  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f in c o m e  

t a x  r e tu r n s  to  o b ta in  a  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f th e  in c o m e s  r e ­

c e iv e d  b y  fa m ily  u n i ts ,  n o  a c c o u n t  w a s  th e n  ta k e n  o f  th e  

in c o m e  re c e iv e d  b y  th o s e  m e m b e rs  o f  e c o n o m ic  fa m ilie s , 

o th e r  t h a n  w iv e s , w h o se  in c o m e s  w e re  n o t  c o v e re d  b y

15 T h e se  p erc en tage s, o f  cou rse, are e ss e n tia lly  ar b itra r y  b u t  w e re  a r riv ed  a t a fte r  

c on sid e r in g  th e  t e n ta tiv e  e s tim a te s  a d v a n c e d  b y  sev e ra l a u t h o r it ie s  w h o  w e r e  c on ­
su lte d .

16 T h e  se q u e n c e  o f  th e  a d ju stm e n ts  for n on r ep or tin g  a n d  for u n d e r sta te m e n t im p lie s  

th a t  fa m ilie s a d d e d  to  th e  d is tr ib u tio n  t o  a llo w  for n on r e p o r tin g  w o u ld  h a v e  u n d e r ­

s ta te d  th e ir  in c o m e s  to  th e  sa m e  e x te n t  a s  d id  th e  fa m ilie s th a t  a c tu a l ly  f ile d  in c o m e  

ta x  retu r ns .

S ee p p . 82-83.
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t h e  j o in t  fa m ily  r e t u r n  o r  b y  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  th e  h e a d  o f 

th e  fa m ily .  S o m e  o f th e s e  fa m ily  m e m b e rs , o f  c o u rse , 

h a d  in d iv id u a l  in c o m e s  e x c e e d in g  th e  a llo w a b le  p e r ­

s o n a l  e x e m p tio n  a n d  f iled  s e p a r a te  in c o m e  t a x  r e tu r n s ,  

b u t  i t  w a s  n o t  p o ss ib le  to  u t i l iz e  th e s e  r e tu r n s  in  

a d ju s t in g  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  fa m il ie s ,  s in c e  n o  

b a s is  w a s  a v a i la b le  fo r  s e p a r a t in g  s u c h  r e tu r n s  f ro m  

th o s e  f iled  b y  in d iv id u a ls  m a in ta in in g  in d e p e n d e n t  

e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s .17a T h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  fa m ily  m e m b e rs  

w i th  “ s u p p le m e n ta r y ”  in c o m e s , h o w e v e r,  h a d  in c o m e s  

to o  s m a ll  to  r e q u ir e  t h e  f ilin g  o f  t a x  r e tu r n s .

I n a s m u c h  a s  t h e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  w a s  

t h e  o n ly  a v a i la b le  s o u rc e  o f  in f o r m a tio n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  

r e la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  s u c h  in c o m e s  a t  d if fe re n t  in c o m e  

le v e ls , th i s  p a r t i c u la r  a d ju s tm e n t  o f  th e  in c o m e  ta x  

d a t a  w a s  p o s tp o n e d  u n t i l  t h e  d a t a  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  to  

c o r re s p o n d , a s  c lo se ly  a s  p o s s ib le , w i th  t h e  s a m p le  in ­

c o m e  d a t a  c o lle c te d  f ro m  th e  fa m il ie s  in te rv ie w e d  in  

t h a t  s tu d y .  E v e n  so , t h e  in f o r m a tio n  a v a i la b le  fro m  

th e  in c o m e  sc h e d u le s  c o lle c te d  in  th e  S tu d y  o f  C o n ­

s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  r e l a t e d  o n ly  to  t h e  s u p p le m e n ta r y  in ­

c o m e  f ro m  e a rn in g s , a n d  h e n c e  o ffe re d  n o  a d e q u a te  

b a s is  fo r  e s t im a t in g  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  o f  in c o m e  r e ­

c e iv e d  b y  s u p p le m e n ta r y  in c o m e  re c ip ie n ts .  F o r  th is  

re a s o n , a n d  a ls o  b e c a u s e  t h e  a v a i la b le  d a t a  te n d e d ,  a s 

e x p la in e d  b e lo w , to w a rd  a n  o v e re s t im a te  o f th e  a v e ra g e  

n u m b e r  o f s u p p le m e n ta r y  e a rn e r s  a t  th e  v a r io u s  in c o m e  

le v e ls , i t  w a s  d e c id e d  to  m a k e  n o  sp e cif ic  a d ju s tm e n t  fo r  

s u p p le m e n ta r y  in c o m e  o th e r  t h a n  e a rn in g s .

A v a ila b le  ta b u la t io n s  o f  th e  d a t a  f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f 

C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  sh o w e d  fo r  fa m il ie s  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  

le v e l, in  e a c h  s a m p le  c o m m u n ity ,  th e  n u m b e r  o f s u p ­

p le m e n ta r y  e a rn e r s  o f fo u r  d if fe re n t  ty p e s — h u s b a n d s ,  

w iv e s , o th e r s  16 y e a r s  a n d  o v e r, a n d  o th e r s  u n d e r  16 

y e a r s — a n d  th e  a v e ra g e  e a rn in g s  o f e a c h  ty p e .  S in ce  

th e  e a rn in g s  o f h u s b a n d s ,  w iv es , a n d  d e p e n d e n t  c h il ­

d r e n  u n d e r  18 a re ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  r e p o r t in g  r e q u ir e ­

m e n ts  o f  th e  in c o m e - ta x  la w , in c lu d e d  a s  p a r t  o f th e  

fa m ily  in c o m e , e i th e r  in  a  j o in t  fa m ily  r e tu r n ,  in  s e p a ­

r a t e  r e tu r n s  o f  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife , o r  in  a  s in g le  r e tu r n  

b y  t h e  h e a d  o f  th e  fa m ily , i t  w a s  p re s u m a b ly  o n ly  th e  

s u p p le m e n ta r y  e a rn in g s  o f p a r t  o f  th o s e  in  th e  th i r d  

g ro u p — th o s e  18 y e a r s  a n d  o v e r— t h a t  w e re  o m i t te d  

fro m  th e  1 9 3 5 -3 6  fa m ily  d is t r ib u t io n  b u i l t  u p  o n  th e  

b a s is  o f  in c o m e  t a x  d a ta .

H o w e v e r,  th e  d a t a  f r o m  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  

P u rc h a s e s  w e re  n o t  a v a i la b le  in  a  fo rm  to  p e r m i t  th e  

e x c lu s io n  f ro m  th e  g ro u p  o f th o s e  s u p p le m e n ta r y  e a rn e r s  

b e tw e e n  16 a n d  18 y e a rs ,  so  t h a t  th e  a d ju s tm e n t  w a s  

m a d e  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  d a t a  fo r  th e  e n t i r e  g ro u p  o f 

s u p p le m e n ta ry  e a rn e r s  (o th e r  t h a n  h u s b a n d s  a n d  w iv e s)  

o v e r  16. T h e  u p w a rd  b ia s  in t r o d u c e d  b y  th i s  p ro c e d u re  

w a s , a s  o b s e rv e d  e a r l ie r  in  t h e  d isc u ss io n , a t  l e a s t  p a r -

i7a T h e  u ti liz a tio n  o f th e se  in d iv id u a l r etu r n s in  a d ju stin g  th e  in c o m e  d is tr ib u tio n  

for  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  is  e x p la in e d  b e low .

t ia l ly  c o m p e n s a te d  fo r  b y  th e  la c k  o f  a n y  a d ju s tm e n t  

fo r  s u p p le m e n ta r y  in c o m e  o th e r  t h a n  e a rn in g s .

F r o m  th e  t a b id a t io n s  fo r  e ig h t  la rg e  c itie s ,  i t  w a s  

p o s s ib le  to  c a lc u la te  th e  a v e ra g e  n u m b e r  o f s u p p le ­

m e n ta r y  e a rn e r s  o f  16 y e a r s  a n d  o v e r  fo r  fa m ilie s  in  e a c h  

in c o m e  c la ss  u p  to  $ 10 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r, a n d  th e  a v e ra g e  

e a rn in g s  p e r  s u p p le m e n ta r y  e a rn e r  in  e a c h  c la s s .18

B y  m u l t ip ly in g  th e  a v e ra g e  n u m b e r  o f s u p p le m e n ta r y  

e a rn e r s  p e r  fa m ily  b y  th e  a v e ra g e  e a rn in g s  p e r  s u p p le ­

m e n ta r y  e a rn e r ,  th e r e  w a s  o b ta in e d , fo r  e a c h  in c o m e  

c la ss  u p  to  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 , a n  a v e ra g e  a m o u n t  o f s u p p le m e n ­

t a r y  e a rn in g s  p e r  fa m ily  to  b e  a d d e d  to  th e  in c o m e s  o f 

th e  fa m il ie s  in  th e  1 9 3 5 -3 6  fa m ily  d is t r ib u t io n .  T h e  

a v e ra g e  a m o u n ts  to  b e  a d d e d  a t  in c o m e  c la ss e s  a b o v e  

$ 10 ,00 0  w e re  o b ta in e d  b y  p lo t t in g  th e  d a t a  fo r  th e  

c la sse s b e lo w  $ 1 0 ,00 0  a n d  e x te n d in g  th e  c u rv e  f r e e h a n d  

to  r e a d  o ff th e  e x t r a p o la te d  v a lu e s . O n c e  h a v in g  

d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  a b o v e  m e a n s  th e  a v e ra g e  a m o u n t  

o f s u p p le m e n ta r y  e a rn in g s  to  b e  a d d e d  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  

le v e l, i t  w a s  p o ss ib le  to  c a r r y  fo rw a rd  t h e  a d ju s tm e n t  b y  

u s in g  th e  s a m e  m e th o d s  u s e d  in  a d d in g  a v e ra g e  d e d u c ­

t io n s  a n d  ta x -e x e m p t  in te r e s t ,  a n d  in  a d d in g  th e  e s t i ­

m a te d  a v e ra g e  a m o u n ts  n e c e s s a ry  to  c o r re c t  fo r  u n d e r ­

s t a t e m e n t  o f in c o m e .19

A d d i t i o n  o f  Im p u te d  V a l u e  

o f  N o n m o n e y  In c o m e

T h e  e s t im a te d  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  b a s e d  o n  s a m p le  

d a t a  f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  in c lu d e d  in  

fa m ily  in c o m e  th e  im p u te d  v a lu e s  o f c e r ta in  k in d s  o f 

n o n m o n e y  in c o m e — e. g ., th e  o c c u p a n c y  o f a n  o w n e d  

h o m e  a n d , fo r  f a rm  a n d  v il la g e  fa m ilie s , h o m e -p ro d u c e d  

fo o d . T o  r e n d e r  th e  d is t r ib u t io n  b a s e d  o n  in c o m e  t a x  

d a t a  m o re  n e a r ly  c o m p a ra b le  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  i te m s  

in c lu d e d  in  in c o m e , i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  a d d  th e  e s t i ­

m a te d  v a lu e  o f  th e s e  fo rm s  o f n o n m o n e y  in c o m e .

T h e  a v e ra g e  v a lu e  o f  s u c h  n o n m o n e y  in c o m e  a t  e a c h  

in c o m e  le v e l  w a s  e s t im a te d  o n  th e  b a s is  o f th e  a v e ra g e  

v a lu e  o f  th e s e  n o n m o n e y  i te m s  in  th e  n a t io n a l  e x p e n d i ­

t u r e  p a t t e r n s  b u i l t  u p  f ro m  c o n s u m p tio n  d a t a  c o lle c te d  

in  th e  S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .20 *

T h e s e  a v e ra g e  a m o u n ts  o f  n o n m o n e y  in c o m e  w e re  

a d d e d  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l, a n d  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f 

fa m ilie s  a n d  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  s h if te d  u p w a rd — a s  in  

p re v io u s  a d ju s tm e n t s — to  a llo w  fo r  th o s e  fa m il ie s  w h o se  

in c o m e s  w e re  su ff ic ie n tly  in c re a s e d  b y  th e  a d d e d  in c o m e  

to  c a u s e  th e m  to  m o v e  in to  a  h ig h e r  in c o m e  c la ss .

F in a l  A d ju s tm e n t  o f  N a t io n a l  

D is tr ib u t io n  fo r  F a m ilie s

T h e  se rie s  o f a d ju s tm e n t s  o f th e  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  

r e s u l te d  f in a lly  in  a  d is t r ib u t io n  o f fa m ily  u n i t s  a n d  o f

18 D a ta  for th e  e ig h t  c it ie s  w e r e  av er a ge d , e ac h  c ity  b e in g  g iv e n  e q u a l w e ig h t.

i0 S ee p p . 82-83.

20 T h e se  p a t te r n s  h a v e  b e e n  p r ep a re d  b y  th e  N a t io n a l R e sou rc e s C o m m it te e  i n  a

s tu d y  o f c o n su m e r  e x p e n d itu r e s  a n d  sa v in g s  in  1935-36.



8 6 N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

a g g re g a te  in c o m e  fo r  in c o m e  le v e ls  a b o v e  $ 7 ,5 0 0  w h ic h  

w a s  o n  a  c o m p a ra b le  b a s is  w ith  t h e  e s t im a te d  n a t io n a l  

d is t r ib u t io n  b u i l t  u p  f ro m  th e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d a t a  fro m  

th e  S tu d y  o f C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .  T h e  l a t t e r  d is t r i ­

b u t io n ,  w h ic h  w a s  k n o w n  to  b e  d e f ic ie n t  in  t h e  h ig h  

in c o m e  le v e ls , w a s  c o r re c te d  b y  a d d in g  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  

in te r v a l  a b o v e  $ 7 ,5 0 0  th e  a d d i t io n a l  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  

a n d  a m o u n t  o f  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  sh o w n  b y  th e  a d ju s te d  

in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  to  b e lo n g  in  th o s e  in c o m e  in te rv a ls .

S in c e  t h e  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  u se d  in  b u i ld in g  u p  th e  

e s t im a te d  n a t io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n  f r o m  s a m p le  d a t a  h a d  

in c lu d e d  a ll fa m il ie s  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s ,  i t  w a s  n e c e s ­

s a r y  to  re d u c e  th e  n u m b e r  o f fa m il ie s  in  th e  in c o m e  in ­

t e r v a ls  b e lo w  $ 7 ,5 0 0  to  a llo w  fo r  t h e  in c re a s e d  n u m b e r  

o f  fa m il ie s  in  t h e  h ig h e r  in c o m e  in te rv a ls .  O n  th e  

a s s u m p tio n  t h a t  t h e  s a m p le  d a t a  b e lo w  $ 7 ,5 0 0  re fle c te d  

c o r re c t ly  t h e  r e la t iv e  p r o p o r t io n s  o f fa m il ie s  a t  t h e  d iff ­

e r e n t  in c o m e  le v e ls , th e  t o t a l  r e d u c t io n  in  n u m b e r  o f 

fa m il ie s  b e lo w  $ 7 ,5 0 0  w a s  d i s t r ib u te d  a m o n g  th e  v a r io u s  

in c o m e  in te r v a l s  in  p ro p o r t io n  to  t h e  r e la t iv e  n u m b e r  o f 

fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  in te r v a l  b e fo re  th e  c o r re c tio n  w a s  

m a d e .21

A d ju s tm e n t  o f  R e g io n a l  

D is tr ib u tio n s  fo r  F a m ilie s

A d ju s tm e n ts  o f th e  e s t im a te d  n a t io n a l  in c o m e  d is ­

t r ib u t io n  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  w e re  e x ­

t e n d e d  to  t h e  e s t im a te d  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  fa m il ie s  in  e a ch  

o f  t h e  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s ,  a n d  fo r  o th e r  c o m p o n e n t  

g ro u p s  o f  fa m ilie s .

T h e  a d ju s tm e n t s  o f  th e  re g io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  

m a d e  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  F e d e r a l  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  o n  th e  

n u m b e r  o f  in d iv id u a l  r e tu r n s  a n d  th e  a g g re g a te  n e t  in ­

c o m e  r e p o r te d  f r o m  e a c h  S ta te .  T h e s e  d a t a  w e re  

c la ss if ied  b y  n e t  in c o m e  c la ss e s  b u t  n o t  b y  t y p e  o f  r e ­

t u r n ,  a n d  n o  in f o r m a tio n  w a s  g iv e n  c o n c e rn in g  d e d u c ­

t io n s  a n d  so u rc e s  o f  in c o m e . I t  w a s  o b v io u s ly  n o t  p o ss i ­

b le , th e re fo re , to  c a r r y  th r o u g h  fo r  e a c h  S ta t e  th e  

sc rie s  o f  a d ju s tm e n t s  t h a t  w e re  m a d e  in  th e  in c o m e  t a x  

d a t a  fo r  t h e  t o t a l  U n i te d  S ta te s .

T h e  d a t a  o n  in d iv id u a l  r e tu r n s  a n d  a g g re g a te  n e t  

in c o m e  fo r  t h e  s e v e ra l  S ta t e s  w e re  c o m b in e d , fo r  n e t  

in c o m e  c la ss e s  a b o v e  $ 5 ,0 0 0 , to  y ie ld  s e p a r a te  d i s t r i ­

b u t io n s  o f  r e tu r n s  a n d  o f  a g g re g a te  n e t  in c o m e  fo r  

e a ch  o f  t h e  f iv e  re g io n s  d e f in e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y .  S in c e  

d a t a  fo r  a l l  t y p e s  o f  in d iv id u a l  r e tu r n s  w e re  in c lu d e d  

in  th e s e  re g io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n s ,  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  

e s t im a te  t h e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  r e tu r n s  a n d  o f  a g g re g a te  

in c o m e  b e lo n g in g  to  m e m b e rs  o f  fa m ily  u n i t s .  T h is  

w a s  d o n e  b y  a p p ly in g  to  th e  d a t a  fo r  e a c h  re g io n  th e  

p e rc e n ta g e s  t h a t  w e re  c a lc u la te d  f ro m  th e  n a t io n a l

21 T h e se  p r o po r tio ns  w e re  o b ta in e d  b y  c a lc u la tin g  a  p e rc en ta ge  d is tr ib u tio n , b y  

in c o m e  le v e l,  for th e  to ta l  n u m b e r  o f fa m ilie s  b e lo w  th e  $7,500 le v e l.  T h e s e  p e r c e n t ­

ag e s w e r e  a p p lie d  to  th e  to ta l  n u m b e r  o f fa m ilie s t o  b e  su b tr a c te d  from  th e  d is tr ib u ­

t io n  b e lo w  $7,500 in  order to  o b ta in  th e  n u m b e r  o f fam ilie s  t o  b e  su b tr a c te d  from  th e  

v ariou s  in c o m e  in te r v a ls .

d a ta ,  sh o w in g  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l  t h e  p ro p o r t io n s  o f 

t o t a l  in d iv id u a l  r e tu r n s  a n d  t o t a l  a g g re g a te  n e t in c o m e in  

th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  r e p o r te d  b y  m e m b e rs  o f  f a m ily  u n i t s .22

T h e  r e s u l t in g  re g io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f  th e  r e tu r n s  

a n d  o f  a g g re g a te  n e t  in c o m e  w e re  n o w  c o m p a ra b le  

to  t h e  c o m b in e d  n a t io n a l  d a t a  fo r  t h e  v a r io u s  ty p e s  

o f  f a m ily  r e tu r n s  b e fo re  a n y  a d ju s tm e n t s  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  

in  th o s e  d a ta .

T h e  u n a d ju s te d  n a t io n a l  d a t a  fo r  th e s e  ty p e s  o f 

r e tu r n s  w e re  c o m p a re d  w ith  t h e  d a t a  in  t h e  f in a l 

fa m ily  d i s t r ib u t io n  fo r  1 9 3 5 -3 6 , a n d  c a lc u la t io n s  m a d e  

o f t h e  p e r c e n ta g e  in c re a s e  in  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e tu r n s  

a n d  in  t h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l  t h a t  

h a d  r e s u l te d  f ro m  th e  se rie s  o f  a d ju s tm e n ts .

I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  e v id e n c e  a s  to  h o w  th e s e  p e r ­

c e n ta g e  in c re a s e s  m ig h t  h a v e  v a r ie d  a m o n g  re g io n s  if 

t h e  a d ju s tm e n t s  h a d  b e e n  c a r r ie d  o u t  in d e p e n d e n t ly ,  

i t  w a s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  d a t a  f ro m  t h e  v a r io u s  re g io n s  

w e re  e q u a l ly  a f fe c te d  b y  t h e  a d j  u s tm e n ts .  A c c o rd in g ly  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e tu r n s  a n d  t h e  a g g re g a te  n e t  in c o m e  

in  t h e  u n a d ju s te d  re g io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  in c re a s e d  

a t  e a c h  in c o m e  le v e l  b y  t h e  s a m e  p e r c e n ta g e  a m o u n ts  

sh ow n  b y  th e  n a t io n a l  d a t a ,  to  e ffe c t a n  o v e r -a l l  c o r re c ­

t io n  o f  t h e  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  fo r  e a c h  re g io n .

T h e  r e s u l t in g  re g io n a l  fa m ily  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  in ­

c o m e  le v e ls  a b o v e  $ 7 ,5 0 0  w e re  u s e d  to  a d ju s t  t h e  e s t i ­

m a te d  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  d e r iv e d  

f ro m  t h e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d a t a  f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n ­

s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .  T h e s e  f in a l  a d ju s tm e n t s  o f  th e  

re g io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  m a d e  in  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  

th e  f in a l  a d ju s tm e n t  o f  t h e  n a t io n a l  d i s t r ib u t io n .23

A d ju s tm e n ts  o f  D is tr ib u tio n s  fo r  O th e r  

C o m p o n e n t  G ro u p s  o f  F a m ilie s

A v a ila b le  t a b u la t io n s  o f  th e  F e d e ra l  in c o m e  ta x  

d a t a  d o  n o t  c la ss ify  n u m b e r  o f  r e tu r n s  o r  a g g re g a te  

n e t  in c o m e  b y  s u c h  fa c to r s  a s  ty p o  o f  c o m m u n i ty ,  

fa m ily  s ize , c o lo r -n a t iv i ty ,  a n d  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p in g . 

A c c o rd in g ly , i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  a d o p t  so m e  a r b i t r a r y  

m e th o d  o f d is t r ib u t in g  a m o n g  th e  c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p s  

o f  fa m il ie s  th e  in c re a s e d  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ilie s  a n d  a g g re ­

g a te  a m o u n t  o f  in c o m e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  a d d e d  to  th e  

n a t io n a l  a n d  to  t h e  re g io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n s  to  a llo w  fo r  

u n d e r r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  h ig h  in c o m e  fa m il ie s  in  th e  

s a m p le  d a ta .

T h e  g e n e ra l  b a s is  a c c e p te d  fo r  a l lo c a t in g  th e s e  

fa m il ie s  w a s  t h e  r e la t iv e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  in  in c o m e  

c la sse s  $ 7 ,5 0 0 -$ !0 ,0 0 0 , a n d  $ 10 ,00 0  a n d  o v e r, sh o w n  

b y  th e  u n c o r r e c te d  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  t h e  c o m ­

p o n e n t  g ro u p s  in  e a c h  t y p e  o f  c la s s if ic a tio n .24 T h u s ,  

th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ilie s  a d d e d  a t  in c o m e  c la ss  

$ 7 ,5 0 0 -$ 1 0 .0 0 0  w o u ld  b e  d i s t r ib u te d  a m o n g  th e  fo u r

»  S ee p . 81.

23 S e e  a b o v e .

24 T h e  in c o m e  c lass $10,000 a n d  o v er  in c lu d e d  th e  fam ilie s  in  a ll  o f  th e  in co m e  

classe s a b o v e  $10,000.
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fa m ily -s iz e  g ro u p s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  p r o p o r t io n a te  

n u m b e r s  o f  fa m il ie s  o f  e a c h  g ro u p  in  t h a t  in c o m e  c la ss  

sh o w n  b y  th e  fa m ily -s iz e  d is t r ib u t io n s  b u i l t  u p  fro m  

th e  s a m p le  d a ta .

T h e  im p lie d  a s s u m p tio n  u n d e r ly in g  th i s  g e n e ra l  

p ro c e d u re  w a s  t h a t  t h e  s a m p le  d a t a  f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f  

C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  r e p re s e n te d  c o r r e c t ly  t h e  p ro p o r ­

t io n s  o f  fa m il ie s  o f  e a c h  c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p  in  t h e  h ig h  

in c o m e  c la sse s  a l th o u g h  th e y  u n d e r r e p re s e n te d  th e  

t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  h ig h  in c o m e  fa m il ie s .23 T h is  a s s u m p ­

t io n  p ro b a b ly  in t ro d u c e d  a  d e g re e  o f  e r r o r  in to  th e  

f in a l  d is t r ib u t io n s ,  fo r  i f  t h e  v e r y  h ig h  in c o m e  fa m il ie s  

h a d  b e e n  p ro p e r ly  r e p re s e n te d  in  t h e  s a m p le  t h e  p ro ­

p o r t io n s  sh o w n  in  t h e  c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p s  in  in c o m e  

c la ss  $ 10 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r  w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  h a v e  b e e n  so m e ­

w h a t  a l te re d .  H o w e v e r , t h e  p ro c e d u re  d id  n o t  in v o lv e  

t h e  a s s u m p tio n  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  p r o p o r t io n a te  r e la t io n ­

s h ip  b e tw e e n  c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p s  w o u ld  p re v a i l  a t  e v e ry  

in c o m e  le v e l  a b o v e  $ 10 ,00 0 . I t  is  o b v io u s ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  

t h a t  t h e  r a t io  o f  c le ric a l  fa m ilie s  to  in d e p e n d e n t  b u s i ­

n e s s  fa m il ie s  a t  t h e  in c o m e  le v e l  $ 1 0 ,00 0  to  $ 15 ,0 0 0  

w o u ld  b e  c o n s id e ra b ly  h ig h e r  t h a n  t h e  r a t io  o f  c le ric a l 

fa m ilie s  to  in d e p e n d e n t  b u s in e s s  fa m il ie s  a t  t h e  in c o m e  

le v e l  $ 15 ,0 0 0  to  $ 20 ,0 0 0 . A n  a llo w a n c e  fo r  s u c h  

v a r ia t io n s  w a s  m a d e  in  e s t im a t in g  t h e  a v e ra g e  a n d  

a g g re g a te  in c o m e s  o f  fa m il ie s  w i th  in c o m e s  o f  $ 10 ,00 0  

a n d  o v e r  b e lo n g in g  to  d if fe re n t  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  a n d  

l iv in g  in  d if fe re n t  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n i ty .26

T h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  e a c h  c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p  

o f fa m ilie s  w a s  a d ju s te d  b e lo w  $ 7 ,5 0 0 , in  t h e  s a m e  w a y  

t h a t  t h e  n a t io n a l  a n d  re g io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  

a d ju s te d ,  to  a llo w  fo r  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  a d d e d  a t  

th e  h ig h e r  in c o m e  le v e ls .

A d ju s t m e n t  c f  N a t io n a l  D is t r ib u t io n  

fo r  S in g le  In d iv id u a ls

T h e  e s t im a te d  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  s in g le  in d iv i ­

d u a ls  w a s  a ls o  c o r re c te d  fo r  u n d e r r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  th e  

h ig h  in c o m e  c la sse s  b y  m e a n s  o f  F e d e r a l  in c o m e - ta x  

d a ta .

T h e  a d ju s tm e n t ,  c a r r ie d  th r o u g h  s e p a r a te ly  fo r  th e  

e s t im a te d  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f  s in g le  m e n  a n d  o f  s ing le  

w o m e n , w a s  m a d e  fo r  in c o m e  c la ss e s  o v e r  $ 3 ,0 0 0  on

25 T h e  sa m p le  d a ta  o b ta in e d  from  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n su m er  P u r c h ase s in c lu d e d  d a ta  

for 952 fa m ilie s  w i t h  in c o m e s  b e tw e e n  $7,500 a n d  $10,000, a n d  924 fa m ilie s w ith  in ­

c o m e s  o f  $10,000 a n d  ov er .

26 F o r  d isc u ss io n  o f th is  p o in t,  se e  p p .  88-89.

t h e  b a s is  o f  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  fo r  tw o  ty p e s  o f  r e tu r n s —  

s in g le  a n d  m a r r ie d  m e n  n o t  h e a d s  o f  f a m il ie s ,  a n d  s in g le  

a n d  m a r r ie d  w o m e n  n o t  h e a d s  o f  fa m il ie s— a f te r  th e s e  

d a t a  h a d  b e e n  a d ju s te d  to  c o r re s p o n d  w ith  t h e  s tu d y  

d e f in i t io n  a n d  c la s s if ic a tio n  o f  in c o m e .27

I t  w a s  re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  so m e  o f  th e  in d iv id u a ls  w h o se  

r e tu r n s  w e re  c la ss if ie d  u n d e r  th e s e  h e a d in g s  w e re  

p ro b a b ly  n o t  m a in ta in in g  a  s e p a r a te  e c o n o m ic  s t a tu s ,  

a n d  h e n c e  w e re  n o t  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a s  d e f in e d  b y  

th i s  s tu d y .  B u t  i t  w a s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  m a jo r i ty  o f 

th o s e  w i th  n e t  in c o m e s  o f  $ 3 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r  w o u ld  n o t  b e  

p o o lin g  t h e i r  in c o m e s  in  a  c o m m o n  fa m ily  f u n d ,  e v e n  

th o u g h  th e y  s h a re d  a  h o u s e h o ld  w ith  o th e r s .  A c c o rd ­

in g ly , n o  r e d u c t io n  w a s  m a d e  in  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e tu r n s  

a b o v e  $ 3 ,0 0 0  to  a llo w  fo r  t h e  fe w  in d iv id u a ls  t h a t  m ig h t  

b e  m e m b e rs  o f  e c o n o m ic  fa m ily  g ro u p s .

T h e  fo llo w in g  se rie s  o f  a d ju s tm e n ts ,  s im ila r  to  th o s e  

m a d e  in  t h e  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a  fo r  fa m ily  r e tu r n s ,  w e re  

c a r r ie d  th r o u g h  fo r  t h e  d a t a  f ro m  e a c h  g ro u p  o f r e tu r n s :  

(1) A d ju s tm e n t  o f  n e t  in c o m e  to  c o r re s p o n d  w i th  in c o m e  

a s  d e fin e d  in  t h e  s tu d y ,  (2) a d ju s tm e n t  f r o m  a  1935 to  a  

1 9 3 5 -3 6  b a s is , (3) a d ju s tm e n t  fo r  n o n re p o r t in g ,  (4) 

a d ju s tm e n t  fo r  u n d e r s ta te m e n t  o f  in c o m e , (5) a d d i t io n  

o f  th e  im p u te d  v a lu e  o f  n o n m o n e y  in c o m e .

T h e  n e w  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  s in g le  m e n  w a s  

p lo t te d  o n  th e  sa m e  sc a le  w i th  t h e  d i s t r ib u t io n  fo r  s in g le  

m e n  w h ic h  w a s  d e r iv e d  f ro m  e a rn in g s  d a t a .  T h e  l a t t e r  

c u r v e  w a s  t h e n  s m o o th e d  a b o v e  $ 3 ,0 0 0  to  c o n fo rm  m o re  

c lo se ly  w i th  t h e  c u rv e  sh o w n  b y  th e  a d ju s te d  in c o m e  t a x  

d a ta .  T h e  f r e q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n  r e a d  o ff f ro m  th is  

c u rv e  fo r  in c o m e  c la ss e s  a b o v e  $ 3 ,0 0 0  w a s  th e n  sp lic e d  

to  th e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  in c o m e  c la ss e s  b e lo w  $ 3 ,0 0 0 —  

w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  a d ju s te d  to  a llo w  fo r t h e  g r e a te r  n u m b e r  

o f  s in g le  m e n  w i th  in c o m e s  o f  $ 3 ,0 0 0  a n d  o v e r .28

T h e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  s in g le  w o m e n  w a s  a d ju s te d  i n  th e  

s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  th e  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  s in g le  m e n , a n d  th e  

tw o  d is t r ib u t io n s  w e re  f in a lly  c o m b in e d , b y  a d d in g  th e  

f re q u e n c ie s  a n d  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  

le v e l, to  o b ta in  th e  f in a l  d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  a ll s in g le  

in d iv id u a ls .

27 T h e  in c o m e  ta x  d a t a  for r etu r n s  w it h  n e t  in c o m e s  b e lo w  $5,000 ar e e s t im a te d  b y  

th e  B u r e a u  o f In te r n a l  R e v e n u e  a n d  h e n c e  are s o m e w h a t le s s  r e lia b le  th a n  th e  d a ta  

a b o v e  $5,000. N e v e r th e le ss , i t  se e m e d  d e sir ab le , in  v ie w  o f th e  lim it a t io n s  o f  e arn ­

in g s  d a ta  as  a  b as is for e s tim a tin g  th e  in c o m e  d is tr ib u tio n s  o f  s in g le  m e n  a n d  s in g le  

w o m e n , to  u s e  th e  in c o m e  ta x  d a ta  for n e t in co m es  of $8,000 a n d  o ver  a s  a  c he ck  a g a in st  

th e  d is t r ib u tio n s  b a se d  o n  earn in gs  d ata .

28 F o r  e x p la n a tio n  o f th is  a d ju stm e n t,  se e  d isc u ss io n  o n  p . 86.



SECTION 8. ESTIM ATES OF AGGREGATE AND A VERA GE

INCOM ES

E s t im a te s  o f  t h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  o f e a c h  g ro u p  o f 

fa m il ie s  fo r  w h ic h  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  a re  p re s e n te d  

in  P a r t s  I  a n d  I I  w e re  o b ta in e d  b y  m u l t ip ly in g  th e  

f re q u e n c ie s  in  e a c h  in c o m e  in te r v a l  b y  t h e  a v e ra g e  

in c o m e  fo r  th e  fa m il ie s  w ith in  t h a t  in c o m e  in te r v a l .

T h e  a v e ra g e  (m e a n ) in c o m e  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  in te r v a l  

w a s  d e r iv e d , in  m o s t  c a se s , f ro m  th e  d a t a  f ro m  th e  

S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s .  T h e s e  d a t a  in d ic a te d  

fo r  n o n re l ie f  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  g ro u p  w ith in  

e a c h  s a m p le  c o m m u n i ty  th e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e  in  e a c h  

in c o m e  in te r v a l .  F o r  b r o a d  g ro u p s  o f  fa m il ie s  th e  

a v e ra g e  in c o m e  w i th in  a n y  g iv e n  in c o m e  in te r v a l  w a s  

c a lc u la te d  b y  w e ig h t in g  t h e  a v e ra g e s  fo r  t h e  f in e r  

g ro u p s  in  t h e  s a m p le  d a t a  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  r e la t iv e  

im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e s e  f in e r  g ro u p s  a t  t h a t  in c o m e  in te r v a l  

in  t h e  1 9 3 5 -3 6  p o p u la t io n .

T h u s ,  fo r  e x a m p le , t h e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e  o f a ll n o n re lie f  

f a m ilie s  l iv in g  in  s m a ll  c it ie s  in  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  a n d  

re c e iv in g  in c o m e s  b e tw e e n  $ 3 ,0 0 0  a n d  $ 3 ,5 0 0  w a s  o b ­

t a in e d  b y  w e ig h t in g  th e  a v e ra g e s  fo r  th is  in c o m e  in te r v a l  

sh o w n  in  t h e  r e g u la r  a n d  in  t h e  c lip p e d  s a m p le s  fo r  sm a ll  

c it ie s  in  e a c h  re g io n . T h e  w e ig h ts  u s e d  w e re  t h e  t o ta l  

n u m b e r  o f  n a t iv e -w h i te  n o r m a l  fa m il ie s  a n d  th e  t o ta l  

n u m b e r  o f  fa m il ie s  b e lo n g in g  to  a ll o th e r  c o lo r -n a t iv i ty  

g ro u p s  l iv in g  in  s m a ll  c it ie s  in  e a c h  re g io n  a n d  re c e iv in g  

in c o m e s  b e tw e e n  $ 3 ,0 0 0  a n d  $ 3 ,5 0 0 . T h e  a g g re g a te s  

fo r  n o n re l ie f  fa m ilie s  in  e a c h  re g io n , t y p e  o f  c o m m u n ity ,  

a n d  c o lo r - n a t iv i ty  g ro u p  w e re  c a lc u la te d  s im ila r ly .

S a m p le  d a t a  o n  a v e ra g e  in c o m e s  w ith in  e a c h  in c o m e  

in te r v a l  w e re  n o t  a v a i la b le  f ro m  th e  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s

1 T h e  pr oce du r e u se d  w a s  to  a d d  (a lge b r a ic ally)  to  th e  m id p o in t  a  c orrection  g iv e n

b y  th e  for m u la  w h e r e / =  fr e q u e n c y  in  c lass for w h ic h  m e a n  is  b e in g  e s t i ­

m a te d  ; / " = fr eq u e n c y  o f  c lass  im m e d ia te ly  a b o v e ; / '= fr eq u e n c y  o f c lass im m e d ia te ly  

b e lo w , a n d  c = c la s s  in te r v a l  o f  c lass  for w h ic h  a v er a ge  is  b e in g  c o m p u te d .  T h e  for ­

m u la  w a s  s lig h t ly  d iffe re n t for  t h e  lo w e s t in c o m e  in te r v a l  a n d  for th o s e  in c o m e  classes  

w h e r e  th e  w id th  o f t h e  c lass  in te r v a l  w a s  c h a n g e d . T h e  for m u la  g iv e s  t h e  corr ec tion  

w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  r eq u ir ed  o n  t h e  a ss u m p t io n  th a t  th e  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  freq u en cies  

w ith in  a  c lass in te r v a l  is  a c c u r a te ly  r ep r ese n ted  b y  a  s tr a ig h t lin e  p a ss in g  th r o u g h  th e  

p o in t d e te r m in e d  b y  c en te rin g  th e  fre q u e n c ies  a t  th e  m id p o in t a n d  p a r alle l to  a  lin e  

jo in in g  s im ila r  p o in ts  for th e  im m e d ia te ly  p r ec ed in g  a n d  fo llo w in g  c lass in te r v a ls .  

T h e  v a l id it y  o f  th e  for m u la  w a s  c h ec k ed  b y  u s in g  i t ,  in  se v e r a l c ases , t o  c o m p u te  

av er age s  for c lass  in te r v a ls  for w h ic h  th e  correct a v er a ge s  w e r e  a v a i la b le  from  th e  

S tu d y  o f C o n su m er  P u rc h ase s. T h e  tw o  figures agre ed  w e ll  in  p r a c t ic a lly  a ll 

in sta n c e s .

2 F or m e th o d  o f o b t a in in g  th e s e  ag gregates  from  th e  in c om e-ta x  d ata , se e  se c . 7.

88

S tu d y  w i th  t h e  n e c e s s a ry  d e ta i l  fo r  e a c h  o c c u p a t io n a l  

a n d  fo r  e a c h  fa m ily -s iz e  g ro u p . F o r  th e s e  g ro u p s , 

th e re fo re , th e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e  a t  e a c h  in c o m e  in te r v a l  

w a s  d e te rm in e d  b y  c o r re c tin g  t h e  m id p o in t  o f  th e  

in te r v a l  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  th e  r e la t iv e  m a g n i tu d e s  o f  th e  

fr e q u e n c ie s  i n  t h a t  in te r v a l  a n d  in  t h e  in c o m e  in te r v a ls  

im m e d ia te ly  a b o v e  a n d  b e lo w  i t . 1 T h e  a v e ra g e  in ­

c o m e  w a s  th u s  a s s u m e d  to  b e  h ig h e r  t h a n  t h e  m id p o in t  

i n  th o s e  in c o m e  in te r v a ls  w h e re  t h e  in c o m e  c u r v e  w a s  

r is in g , a n d  lo w e r t h a n  t h e  m id p o in t  w h e re  t h e  c u rv e  

w a s  fa l lin g . T h e  a g g re g a te s  fo r  re l ie f  fa m il ie s  a n d  fo r  

a ll s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w e re  a lso  o b ta in e d  b y  th i s  m e th o d .

T h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e s  o f fa m il ie s  w i th  in c o m e s  o f 

$7 ,500  a n d  o v e r  w e re  in  e v e ry  c a se  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  

a d ju s te d  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  f ro m  th e  C o n ­

s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  s a m p le  d a t a .1 2 T h e  a g g re g a te  in ­

c o m es  re c e iv e d  b y  fa m il ie s  in  e a c h  re g io n  w ith  in c o m e s  

o f $ 7 ,500  o r  m o re , a n d  b y  a ll fa m il ie s  i n  th e  U n i te d  

S ta te s  i n  th e s e  in c o m e  c la sse s , w e re  o b ta in e d  d ir e c t ly  

f ro m  th e  a d ju s te d  in c o m e  t a x  d a t a ,  a s  w a s  t h e  a g g re g a te  

fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w i th  in c o m e s  a b o v e  $5 ,000 .

T h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e s  o f  fa m il ie s  i n  e a c h  re g io n  w ith  

in c o m e s  b e tw e e n  $ 7 ,5 0 0  a n d  $ 1 0 ,00 0  a n d  w i th  in c o m e s  

a b o v e  $ 10 ,0 0 0  w e re  d iv id e d , re s p e c t iv e ly , b y  th e  n u m b e rs  

o f  fa m ilie s  in  t h e  re g io n  re c e iv in g  th e s e  in c o m e s , in  

o rd e r  to  o b ta in  t h e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e  in  e a c h  in te rv a l .  

T h e  re g io n a l  a v e ra g e  a t  th e  in c o m e  in te r v a l  $ 7 ,5 0 0  to  

$ 10 ,00 0  w a s  a s s u m e d  to  p re v a i l  fo r  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  

e a c h  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n ity .  A n  a d ju s tm e n t  w a s  m a d e , 

h o w e v e r,  in  th e  d iv is io n  o f  th e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  a m o n g  

fa m il ie s  re c e iv in g  $ 10 ,0 0 0  o r  m o re , so  t h a t  fa m ilie s  

l iv in g  in  m id d le -s iz e d  c itie s ,  in  s m a ll  c itie s ,  in  ru r a l  

n o n fa rm  c o m m u n itie s , a n d  o n  fa rm s , w e re  a ss ig n e d  p ro ­

g re ss iv e ly  s m a lle r  p ro p o r t io n s  o f  t h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  

o f th e  re g io n  t h a n  th e i r  r e la t iv e  n u m b e r s  in d ic a te d .  

T h is  a d ju s tm e n t  w a s  m a d e  o n  th e  a s s u m p tio n  t h a t  

th e  a v e ra g e  in c o m e  o f  fa m il ie s  re c e iv in g  o v e r  $ 10 ,0 0 0  

w a s  h ig h e r  in  m e tro p o l is e s  a n d  la rg e  c it ie s  t h a n  in  

m id d le -s iz e d  a n d  sm a ll  c itie s ,  a n d  h ig h e r  in  m id d le -  

s iz e d  a n d  sm a ll  c itie s  t h a n  in  r u r a l  n o n fa rm  c o m ­

m u n it ie s  a n d  fa rm s , b e c a u s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  v e r y  w e a l th y  

fa m il ie s  te n d s  to  in c re a s e  w i th  in c re a s in g  u r b a n iz a t io n .
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A  s im ila r  a d ju s tm e n t  w a s  m a d e  in  e s t im a t in g  th e  

a g g re g a te  in c o m e  fo r  t h e  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s .  T h e  

re la t iv e ly  fe w  fa m il ie s  in  th e  w a g e -e a rn in g  a n d  in  th e  

c le ric a l g ro u p s  t h a t  re c e iv e d  in c o m e s  o f  m o re  t h a n  

$ 1 0 ,00 0  fo r  th e  y e a r  w e re  a s s u m e d  to  h a v e  b e e n  c o n ­

c e n t r a te d  w ith in  th e  in c o m e  in te r v a ls  j u s t  a b o v e  

$ 10 ,00 0 . F a m il ie s  w i th  in c o m e s  a b o v e  $ 1 0 ,00 0  t h a t  

b e lo n g e d  to  t h e  b u s in e s s  a n d  p ro fe s s io n a l  g ro u p s  a n d  

th o s e  c la ss if ie d  a s  th e  in d e p e n d e n t  u n e m p lo y e d  w e re  

a ss ig n e d  a  c o r re s p o n d in g ly  h ig h e r  s h a re  o f  th e  a g g re ­

g a te  in c o m e .

T h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  b a s e d  o n  d a t a  f ro m  th e  

S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  in c lu d e d  a  n e g a t iv e  in ­

c o m e  c la ss  fo r  n o n re l ie f  f a r m  fa m ilie s . T h e  a g g re g a te  

n e g a t iv e  in c o m e  w a s  e s t im a te d  b y  m u l t ip ly in g  th e  

n u m b e r  o f  n o n re lie f  f a r m  fa m ilie s  in  e a c h  re g io n  t h a t  

re c e iv e d  n e g a t iv e  in c o m e s  b y  t h e  a v e ra g e  a m o u n t  o f 

n e g a t iv e  in c o m e s  sh o w n  b y  th e  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  

s a m p le  fo r  f a r m  a re a s  in  t h e  re g io n .

H a v in g  o b ta in e d  t h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  a t  e a c h  in ­

c o m e  le v e l  fo r  t h e  v a r io u s  g ro u p s ,  t h e  a g g re g a te s  fo r  

r e la te d  g ro u p s  c o u ld  b e  s u m m e d  b y  in c o m e  le v e l.  F o r  

e x a m p le , t h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e s  o f  a ll fa m il ie s  a n d  o f  a ll 

s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  w e re  s u m m e d  b y  in c o m e  le v e l to

o b ta in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  o f  a ll  

fa m il ie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  p r e s e n te d  i n  ta b le  2 . 

F o r  a n y  o n e  g ro u p  o f fa m ilie s , t h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e s  o f  

fa m il ie s  a t  t h e  v a r io u s  in c o m e  le v e ls  c o u ld  b e  s u m m e d  

to  o b ta in  t h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  o f  a ll  fa m il ie s  in  th e  

g ro u p — e. g .,  t o  o b ta in  t h e  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  o f a ll w a g e ­

e a rn in g  fa m il ie s  p re s e n te d  i n  ta b le  9 .3

T h e  m e a n  in c o m e  fo r  e a c h  c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p  o f  f a m i ­

lie s  a n d  fo r  e a c h  o f  t h e  b r o a d e r  g ro u p s  w a s  o b ta in e d  b y  

d iv id in g  th e  e s t im a te d  a g g re g a te  in c o m e  b y  th e  n u m b e r  

o f  fa m il ie s  in  t h e  g ro u p . T h e  m e d ia n  in c o m e  fo r  e a c h  

g ro u p  w a s  c a lc u la te d  ro u g h ly  b y  a s s u m in g  a  r e g u la r  

d is t r ib u t io n  o f  c a se s  w ith in  th e  m e d ia n  in c o m e  c la ss ; 

e a c h  m e d ia n  w a s  ro u n d e d  to  t h e  n e a r e s t  $5 . B o th  th e  

m e a n  a n d  th e  m e d ia n  in c o m e s  fo r  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  

fo r  m a jo r  g ro u p s  o f  fa m il ie s  a r e  p re s e n te d  in  th e  t e x t  

ta b le s  fo r  p u rp o s e s  o f  c o m p a riso n .

3 D u e  t o  th e  d iffer en ce s in  m e th o d  e x p la in e d  a b o v e , t h e  a ggre ga te  in c o m e  o f a ll 

n on r e lie f  fa m ilie s  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , o b ta in e d  b y  u s in g  t h e  d a ta  o n  av er age  in c o m e  

b y  in c o m e  le v e l from  th e  S tu d y  o f C o n su m e r  P u r c h a se s , d id  n o t  agre e e x a c tly  w i t h  th e  

ag gre gate  for t h e  s a m e  g r o u p  o f fa m ilie s o b ta in e d  b y  su m m in g  th e  e s t im a te d  ag gre ­

g a tes  for n o n r e lie f  fa m ilie s in  e a c h  o f th e  e ig h t o c c u p a tio n a l g r ou p s , o r  in  e ac h  o f th e  

four fa m ily -s iz e  gr ou p s . A  s m a ll  a d ju stm e n t w a s  th ere for e r e q u ire d  in  th e  ag gre ga tes  

for th e s e  la tte r  g r ou p s  so  th a t  t h e  ag gr eg a te  in c o m e  o f n o n r e l ie f  fa m ilie s  in  a l l  oc cu ­

p a t io n a l g rou p s  a n d  in  a ll fa m ily -s iz e  g r ou p s  c orr esp o n d e d , a s  t h e y  sh o u ld ,  w i t h  th e  

ag gr eg a te  for t h e  s a m e  g rou p  o f fa m ilie s  c la ss if ie d  b y  r e g ion  a n d  ty p e  o f c o m m u n it y .
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SECTION 9. ESTIM ATES OF THE INCOM ES OF THE 

INSTITUTIONAL POPULATION

E s t im a te s  o f  th e  in c o m e s  o f  th e  in s t i tu t io n a l  p o p u la ­

t io n  a r e  n e c e s s a ry  to  c o m p le te  t h e  e s t im a te s  o f  c o n ­

s u m e r  in c o m e s  fo r  a ll o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  p e o p le . A s 

in d ic a te d  in  P a r t  I  o f  t h e  r e p o r t ,  t h e  in s t i tu t io n a l  

g ro u p  c o n s t i tu te s  a  d is t in c t iv e  t y p e  o f  c o n s u m e r  u n i t  

w h ic h  is  n o t  r e a d i ly  c o m p a ra b le  to  t h e  fa m ily  a n d  

s in g le  in d iv id u a l  u n i t s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  m e m ­

b e r s  i t  in c lu d e s  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f th e  c o l le c tiv e  a s p e c ts  o f 

i n s t i tu t io n a l  in c o m e  a n d  e x p e n d i tu re s .

C o m p o n e n t  G ro u p s  o f  th e  

In s t itu t io n a l  P o p u la t io n

T h e  c la ss if ic a tio n  o f t h e  tw o  m illio n  in s t i tu t io n a l  

r e s id e n ts  b y  ty p e  o f  i n s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p  w a s  d e s c r ib e d  

b rie f ly  i n  P a r t  I I  o f  t h e  r e p o r t .1 R e s id e n ts  o f  i n s t i t u ­

t io n s  “ p r o p e r ” , w h o se  in c o m e s  a re  to  a  la r g e  e x te n t  r e ­

c e iv e d  f ro m  th e  in s t i t u t io n  in  t h e  fo rm  o f s u b s is te n c e  

a n d  c a re , h a v e  b e e n  c la ss if ie d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  g e n e ra l 

t y p e  o f  i n s t i tu t io n ,  a s  fo llo w s  : 1 2

1. M e n ta l  d e fe c t iv e s  c o n f in e d  in  in s a n e  a s y lu m s , h o m e s  fo r  

f e e b le -m in d e d , h o s p ita ls  fo r  e p ile p t ic s ,  e t c .

2 . P h y s ic a l  d e fe c t iv e s  l iv in g  in  tu b e r c u lo s is  h o s p ita ls  a n d  

s a n ita r ia , s c h o o ls  fo r  t h e  d e a f a n d  b lin d , c r ip p le d  c h ild r e n ’s  

h o s p it a ls ,  e t c .

3 . P r iso n e r s  a n d  a d u lt  d e lin q u e n ts  c o n f in e d  t o  ja i ls ,  p e n it e n ­

t ia r ie s ,  w o r k h o u s e s , a n d  r e fo r m a to r ie s  fo r  m e n  a n d  w o m e n ,

4 . D e p e n d e n t  a n d  d e lin q u e n t  c h ild r e n  l iv in g  in  o r p h a n  

a s y lu m s  a n d  r e fo r m a to r ie s  fo r  ju v e n i le  d e lin q u e n ts ,

5 . D e p e n d e n t  a d u lt s  l iv in g  in  a lm s h o u s e s  a n d  h o m e s  fo r  

th e  a g e d .

T h e  q u a s i - in s t i tu t io n a l  p o p u la t io n ,  d e f in e d  to  in c lu d e  

a l l  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  l iv e  in  c o l le c t iv e ly - s u p p o r te d  g ro u p s  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  th e i r  e m p lo y m e n t ,  h a s  b e e n  

d iv id e d  in to  fo u r  g ro u p s :

1. M e m b e r s  o f  C iv il ia n  C o n s e r v a t io n  C o r p s  c a m p s ,

2 . E m p lo y e e s  o f  g e n e r a l  la b o r  c a m p s , s u c h  a s  lu m b e r in g ,  

r a ilr o a d , c a n a l,  a n d  c o n s tr u c t io n  c a m p s  o f  v a r io u s  t y p e s ,

3 . E n l is t e d  m e n  in  t h e  A r m y  a n d  N a v y  s ta t io n e d  w ith in  th e  

c o n t in e n ta l  U n ite d  S ta te s ,

4 . M e m b e r s  o f  c r e w s  o n  v e s s e ls .

P e rs o n s  b e lo n g in g  to  s u c h  g ro u p s  re c e iv e  s u b s is te n c e

1 S ee p .  32  a n d  ta b le  16.

2 P e r so n s  J iving  in  m o n a ste r ie s , c o n v e n ts  a n d  s im ila r  r e lig io u s  in s ti tu t io n s  m ig h t  

p r o p e r ly  c o n s ti tu te  a  s m a ll  a d d itio n a l  in s ti tu t io n a l g r ou p , b u t  s in c e  th e y  are gr ou p e d  

b y  th e  c e n su s  w it h  m e m b e r s  o f  o th e r  s m a ll  q u a s i-fa m ily  g r ou p s , m o st o f  w h o m  are 

U n a ttac h e d  p e rson s, t h e y  h a v e  b e en  in c lu d e d  in  th e  e s t im a te s  for s in g le  in d iv id u a ls .
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in  p a r t i a l  p a y m e n t  fo r  th e i r  se rv ic e s , b u t  th e y  a lso  

re c e iv e  m o n e y  w a g e s  w h ic h  th e y  m a y  s p e n d  a s  th e y  

c ho o se .

S a m p le  D a t a  o n  P e r C a p it a  In c o m e s

N o  s ta t i s t i c a l  in f o r m a tio n  w a s  a v a i la b le  c o n c e rn in g  

th e  p e r s o n a l  in c o m e s  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e s e  v a r io u s  

ty p e s  o f  in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p s , so  t h a t  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  

to  e s t im a te  th e i r  in c o m e s  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  a  h e te ro g e n e o u s  

b o d y  o f  d a t a  o n  in s t i tu t io n a l  e x p e n d i tu re s  o b ta in e d  

f ro m  v a r io u s  F e d e ra l  a n d  S ta te  r e p o r ts .

E s t im a te s  o f  th e  p e r  c a p i ta  in c o m e s  re c e iv e d  b y  

m e m b e rs  o f th e  f iv e  ty p e s  o f  i n s t i tu t io n s  p ro p e r  w e re  

b a s e d  o n  p e r  c a p i ta  s u b s is te n c e  c o s ts  i n  S ta t e  i n s t i t u ­

t io n s , in  s e v e n te e n  S ta te s  fo r  w h ic h  re a s o n a b ly  d e ta i le d  

a n d  c o m p le te  e x p e n d i tu re  d a t a  w e re  a v a i la b le .  S ta te  

in s t i tu t io n s  w e re  a c c e p te d  a s  ty p ic a l  u n i t s  fo r  a n a ly s is  

la rg e ly  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  a v a i la b le  s t a t i s t i c a l  in fo rm a tio n . 

A lth o u g h  i t  w a s  re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  p e r  c a p i t a  e x p e n d i tu re s  

fo r  s u b s is te n c e  m ig h t  v a r y  w id e ly  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  

so u rc e  o f  s u p p o r t— i. e ., p r iv a te ,  F e d e ra l ,  S ta te ,  o r  

lo c a l fu n d s — a d e q u a te  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  w e re  fo u n d  fo r  

S ta te  in s t i tu t io n s  o n ly . I t  a p p e a re d , fro m  su c h  

f r a g m e n ta ry  in f o r m a tio n  a s  w a s  a v a i la b le  o n  o th e r  

in s t i tu t io n s ,  t h a t  p e r  c a p i ta  e x p e n d i tu re s  in  S ta t e  in ­

s t i tu t io n s  te n d  to  b e  s o m e w h a t  lo w e r t h a n  th o s e  in  

p r iv a te  a n d  F e d e ra l  in s t i tu t io n s ,  a n d  s o m e w h a t  h ig h e r  

t h a n  th o s e  in  m u n ic ip a l  a n d  c o u n ty  in s t i tu t io n s .  T h is  

c ir c u m s ta n c e ,  to g e th e r  w i th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  b u lk  o f 

th e  in s t i tu t io n a l  p o p u la t io n  is  c a re d  fo r  in  S ta t e  in ­

s t i tu t io n s ,  se e m e d  to  ju s t i f y  th e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f S ta te  

d a t a  a s  f a ir ly  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  a ll in s t i tu t io n s  re g a rd le s s  

o f  t h e  so u rc e  o f  f in a n c ia l  s u p p o r t .

T h e  fo llo w in g  o fficia l r e p o r ts ,  f ro m  th e  s e v e n te e n  

S ta te s  s e le c te d  to  r e p r e s e n t  th e  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s  

u se d  in  th is  s tu d y ,  w e re  c o n s u lte d  fo r  d a t a  o n  t h e  p e r  

c a p i ta  s u b s is te n c e  c o s ts  fo r  r e s id e n ts  o f  in s t i tu t io n s  :

1. C o n n e c tic u t :

(а ) R e p o r t  o f  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b lic  W e lfa r e , 1 9 36 .

(б ) R e p o r t  o f  t h e  P u b lic  W e lfa r e  C o u n c il.

(c) B u d g e t  R e p o r t,  1 937 .

2 . M a s s a c h u s e tt s :  (a ) B u d g e t  R e c o m m e n d a t io n s , 1 936 .

3 . Io w a : ( a )  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f C o n tr o l,  1 9 3 4 -3 6 .

4. M ic h ig a n : ( a )  S t a t e  B u d g e t , 1 9 3 6 -3 7 .



C o n s u m e r  I n c o m e s 9 1

5 . M in n e s o ta : ( a )  1 8 th  B ie n n ia l  R e p o r t,  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f C o n ­

tr o l ,  J u n e  3 0 , 1 936 .

6 . N e w  Y o rk :

(а )  F in a n c ia l  R e p o r t  o f  th e  C o m p tr o lle r , 1936 .

(б ) T h e  E x e c u t iv e  B u d g e t , v o l.  I ,  1 9 3 7 -3 8 .

(c) 6 9 th  A n n u a l R e p o r t  o f  th e  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f S o c ia l

W e lfa r e , J u n e  3 0 ,1 9 3 5 .

( d )  R e p o r t  o f  A d m in is tr a t io n  o f  S t a t e  I n s t i tu t io n s ,  1 9 35 .

(e) C o u n ty ,  C ity ,  a n d  T o w n  H o m e s ,  1936 .

7 .  O h io: ( a )  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b lic  W e lfa r e , 1936 .

8 . D is t r ic t  o f  C o lu m b ia : ( a )  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t o f  th e

D is t r ic t  o f  C o lu m b ia , 1936 .

9 . F lo r id a : ( a )  S t a t e  B u d g e t , 1 9 36 .

10. K e n tu c k y :  ( a )  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b lic  W e lfa re ,

1 9 36 .

1 1 . M a r y la n d : ( a )  1 3 th  A n n u a l R e p o r t  o f  th e  B o a r d  o f W e lfa r e ,

1 9 35 .

12 . N o r th  C a ro lin a:

(а ) B ie n n ia l  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f C h a r itie s  a n d

P u b lic  W e lfa r e , 1 9 3 4 -3 6 .

(б ) T h e  B u d g e t ,  1 9 3 7 -3 9 .

13 . S o u th  C a r o lin a : (a ) B u d g e t  R e p o r t,  1 9 36 .

14 . N e w  M e x ic o : (a ) S t a t e  B u d g e t , 1 9 36 .

1 5 . S o u th  D a k o ta :

(a ) A n n u a l R e p o r t  o f  t h e  A u d ito r , 1 9 36 .

(5) R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C h a r itie s  a n d  C o r r e c tio n s ,

1 9 34 .

1 6 . W y o m in g : ( a )  S t a t e  B u d g e t , 1 9 3 7 -3 9 .

1 7 . C a lifo r n ia :

(a ) S t a t e  I n s t i t u t io n s  o f  S o c ia l W e lfa r e , 1936 .

(6) S t a t is t ic a l  R e p o r t  o f  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  I n s t i tu t io n s ,

1 9 35 .

(c) S t a t e  B u d g e t , 1 9 3 7 -3 9 .

T h e  in s t i tu t io n s  w ith in  e a c h  S ta t e  w e re  g ro u p e d  

a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  f iv e  in s t i tu t io n a l  ty p e s ,  a n d  th e  e x p e n d ­

i tu r e  d a t a  fo r  e a c h  ty p e  c la ss if ie d  u n d e r  th r e e  m a in  

c a te g o r ie s :

1. E x p e n d i tu r e s  fo r  p e r s o n a l  s u b s is te n c e , c o n s is t in g  

o f  fo o d , c lo th in g , h o u s in g , h o u s e h o ld  o p e ra t io n ,  e q u ip ­

m e n t  a n d  su p p lie s ,  a n d  m e d ic a l  e q u ip m e n t  a n d  su p p lie s ,3

2 . G ro u p  e x p e n d i tu re s , c o n s is t in g  o f  a d m in is t r a t iv e  

a n d  s u p e rv is o ry  c o s ts ,  sa la r ie s  a n d  w a g e s  fo r  a t t e n d a n t s ,  

e d u c a tio n ,  re c re a tio n ,  p ro te c tio n ,  a n d  t r a n s p o r ta t io n ,4 a n d

3. S a v in g s ,  c o n s is t in g  o f  s u rp lu s  a n d  c a p i ta l  o u t la y s  

fo r  im p ro v e m e n ts  o f  b u ild in g s  a n d  g ro u n d s .

s T h e  r ep or ts  o n  in s ti tu t io n a l e x p e n d itu r e s  v a r ie d  g r e a tly  w i t h  r e sp e ct t o  th e  

m a n n e r  a n d  d e ta il  in  w h ic h  e x p e n d itu r e s  w e r e  c la s s if ie d . T h e  h e te r o g e n e ity  o f  th e  

d a ta  in e v ita b ly  in f lu e n c e d  t h e  ite m s  in c lu d e d  a n d  th o se  e x c lu d e d  from  e x p en d itu r es  

for p e rson a l s u b s is te n c e .  I n  ge ner al, foo d  in c lu d e d  m o n e y  e x p e n d itu r e s  for food  

a n d  t h e  im p u te d  v a lu e  o f  food  p r od u c ed  b y  th e  in s ti tu t io n . C lo th in g  in c lu d e d  o n ly  

m o n e y  e x p e n d itu r e s  for c lo th in g  m a ter ia l a n d  su p p l ie s ,  w i t h  n o  im p u te d  v a lu e  for 

s e w in g  a n d  ta ilo r in g  d o n e  b y  in s ti tu t io n a l r e s id e n ts . H o u s in g  in c lu d e d  m o n e y  

o u t la y  for r e n t,  r ep air o f  b u i ld in g s , o r d in a r y  rep a irs  a n d  r e p la c e m e n ts , in su ra n ce  

a n d  fire  p r o te c tio n . N o  a tt e m p t w a s  m a d e  t o  im p u te  a  r e n ta l  v a lu e  for t h e  o c c u p a n c y  

o f  t h e  o w n e d  in s ti tu t io n a l  h o m e , s in c e  th e r e  ap p ea r ed  n o  r e a so n a b le  b a s is  for su c h  an  

e st im a te . H o u s e h o ld  o p e ra tio n , e q u ip m e n t a n d  su p p lie s  i s  a n  in c lu s iv e  c ate go r y  

c o v e r in g  a l l  e x p en ses  for fu e l, l ig h t a n d  w a te r , fu r n ish in g s , c le a n in g  su p p lie s , la u n d r y ,  

h o u se h o ld  e q u ip m e n t,  a n d  s im ila r  i te m s . M e d ic a l su p p lie s  a n d  e q u ip m e n t in c lu d e d  

in  t h e  p e rson al su b s is te n c e  c a te g o r y  ar e l im ite d  t o  m o n e y  o u tla y s  for h o s p i ta l,  m ed ic a l  

a n d  d e n ta l  su p p lie s  a n d  e q u ip m e n t.

4 E x p e n se s  for s u c h  ite m s a s  th e  sa lar ies  a n d  w a g e s  for d oc tor s , n u r se s  a n d  o th er  

a t te n d a n ts  a re  in c lu d e d  in  g r ou p  e x p e n d itu r e s  o n  t h e  a ss u m p t io n  t h a t  m o s t o f  th e  

m e d ic a l  care  r e c e iv e d  b y  in s ti tu t io n a l r e s id e n ts  w a s  c o m p a ra b le —in  i t s  so c ia l o rig in  

a n d  su p p o r t  a lth o u g h  n o t  in  a m o u n t—t o  t h a t  a v a ila b le  t o  fa m ilie s  a n d  s in g le  in d i ­

v id u a ls  th r o u g h  p u b lic  c lin ic s  a n d  h e a lth  a u t h o r it ie s .  T h e  s a m e  p o in t  o f  v ie w  le d  

t o  th e  e x c lu s io n  fr om  p e rson a l s u b s is te n c e  c o s ts  o f  a ll  a d m in is tr a t iv e  o v e r h e a d , in ­

c lu d in g  e x p e n se s  for e d u c a t io n  a n d  r ec re ation .

T h e  e x p e n d i tu re s  fo r  p e r s o n a l  s u b s is te n c e  h a v e  b e e n  

c o n s id e re d  s y n o n y m o u s  w i th  th e  a g g re g a te  p e r s o n a l  

in c o m e s  o f  th e  in s t i tu t io n a l  r e s id e n ts .  R e g io n a l  p e r  

c a p i t a  in c o m e s  fo r  t h e  s a m p le  i n s t i tu t io n s  o f  e a c h  ty p e  

w e re  c a lc u la te d  b y  to ta l l in g  t h e  e x p e n d i tu re s  fo r  p e r ­

s o n a l  s u b s is te n c e  o f  a ll i n s t i tu t io n s  o f  a  g iv e n  t y p e  in  

t h e  S ta te s  s a m p le d  a n d  d iv id in g  b y  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  

o f  r e s id e n ts  in  s u c h  in s t i tu t io n s .

T h e s e  a v e ra g e  p e r  c a p i ta  f ig u re s , d e r iv e d  f ro m  th e  

s a m p le  d a t a ,  w e re  l a t e r  m u l t ip l ie d  b y  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  

r e p re s e n t in g  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  r e s id e n ts  o f  e a c h  ty p e  

w ith in  e a c h  re g io n .6

E s t im a te s  o f  th e  p e r  c a p i ta  in c o m e s  o f A rm y  a n d  

N a v y  p e rs o n n e l  w e re  d e r iv e d , b y  s im ila r  m e th o d s ,  f ro m  

d a t a  o n  th e  s u b s is te n c e  c o s ts  a n d  sa la r ie s  o f e n l is te d  

m e n . T h e s e  d a t a  w e re  o b ta in e d , fo r  th e  f isc a l y e a r  

1 9 3 5 -3 6 , f r o m  th e  re c o rd s  o f  h e a r in g s  o n  th e  m i l i ta ry  

e s ta b l is h m e n t  a p p ro p r ia t io n  b ills  fo r  1937 a n d  1938.® 

C o m p a ra b le  d a t a  fo r  C iv i l ia n  C o n s e rv a tio n  C o rp s  

e n ro lle e s  w e re  a v a i la b le  in  th e  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  o f th e  

D ir e c to r  o f  E m e rg e n c y  C o n s e rv a tio n  W o rk , F is c a l  Y e a r  

E n d in g  J u n e  30, 1936 .7 F o r  b o th  g ro u p s , th e  d a t a  

w e re  o n  a  n a t io n a l  b a s is  a n d  h e n c e  d id  n o t  re v e a l  a n y  

re g io n a l  v a r ia t io n s  in  th e  p e r  c a p i ta  in c o m e s  o f th e  

m e m b e rs  o f  th e s e  q u a s i- in s  t i t  u t io n a l  g ro u p s .

U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  n o  so u rc e s  o f d a t a  o n  th e  in c o m e s  of 

re s id e n ts  o f  la b o r  c a m p s  o r  o f c re w s  o n  v esse ls  w e re  

d isc o v e re d . I t  w a s  a s s u m e d  th e re fo re — c h ie fly  o n  th e  

b a s is  o f  o c c u p a t io n a l  s im ila r it ie s — t h a t  th e  p e r  c a p i ta  

in c o m e s  o f  th e  fo rm e r  g ro u p  w e re  s im ila r  to  th o s e  o f 

in d iv id u a ls  in  C iv i l ia n  C o n s e rv a tio n  C o rp s  c a m p s , a n d  

o f  t h e  l a t t e r  g ro u p  to  th o s e  o f  e n lis te d  m e n  a t  A rm y  a n d  

N a v y  p o s ts .

T h e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f p e r  c a p i ta  s u b s is te n c e  c o s ts  a s  a 

m e a s u re  o f  th e  p e r s o n a l  in c o m e s  re c e iv e d  b y  r e s id e n ts  

o f in s t i tu t io n s  p ro b a b ly  re s u l ts  in  so m e  u n d e re s t im a ­

t io n , in a s m u c h  a s  in c o m e  f ro m  o u ts id e  so u rc e s  is  n o t  

in c lu d e d . I t  w a s  re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  m a n y  re s id e n ts  o f 

s u c h  in s t i tu t io n s  re c e iv e  so m e  m o n e y  in c o m e  in  th e  

fo rm  o f  e a rn in g s , g if ts  f ro m  re la t iv e s ,  o r  a n n u i t ie s  a n d  

p e n s io n s . H o w e v e r,  th e  a v a i la b le  d a t a  g a v e  n o  in fo r ­

m a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  s u c h  in c o m e  a n d  n o  a t t e m p t  w a s  

m a d e  to  a c c o u n t  fo r  i t  in  th e  e s t im a te s .

T h e  p e r s o n a l  in c o m e  e s t im a te s  fo r  th e  q u a s i - in s t i tu -  

t io n a l  g ro u p s ,  o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  p ro b a b ly  o v e r s ta te  

th e  a m o u n t  a c tu a l ly  d e v o te d  to  th e  p e r s o n a l  u se  o f  th e  

in d iv id u a ls ,  b e c a u s e  p a r t  o f  th e  m o n e y  in c o m e  fro m  

s a la r ie s  w o u ld  u n d o u b te d ly  g o  to  th e  s u p p o r t  o f th e i r  

fa m ilie s . T o  th e  e x te n t  t h a t  th e se  a m o u n ts  w e re  n o t  

d e d u c te d  f ro m  th e  in c o m e s  re c e iv e d  b y  m e m b e rs  o f th e

6 S u p e r v iso r y  a n d  a d m in is tr a t iv e  p e rson n el w e r e  e x c lu d e d  from  th e s e  p o p u la tio n  

w e ig h ts , b e c a u se  t h e y  w e r e  p r e su m a b ly  in c lu d e d  in  th e  to ta l  n u m b e r  o f fa m ilie s a n d  

s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  in  th e  r e g ion .

6 H e a rin g s before th e  S u b c o m m itte e  o f  th e  C o m m itte e  o n  A p p r op r ia tion s, H o u se  of 

R e p r e se n ta tiv e s .

7 A p p e n d ix  G , p .  61.
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q u a s i - in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p s  th e y  a re  c o u n te d  tw ic e  in  th e  

n a t io n a l  e s t im a te s .

S in c e  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  e n ro lle e s  in  th e  C iv il ia n  

C o n s e rv a t io n  C o rp s  a r e  r e q u ir e d  to  a l lo c a te  a  d e f in ite  

p r o p o r t io n  o f  th e i r  m o n th ly  w a g e s  to  th e i r  d e p e n d e n ts ,  

a n d  s in c e  th e s e  a m o u n ts  w e re  sp e c if ic a l ly  r e p o r te d  o n  

th e  sc h e d u le s  c o lle c te d  f ro m  fa m ilie s  in te rv ie w e d  in  th e  

S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s ,  t h e  in c o m e  e s t im a te s  fo r  

C iv i l ia n  C o n s e rv a t io n  C o rp s  m e m b e rs  h a v e  in c lu d e d  

o n ly  t h a t  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  w a g e s  r e ta in e d  b y  t h e  e n ro lle e s . 

T h e  e s t im a te s  fo r  A rm y  a n d  N a v y  p e rs o n n e l,  h o w e v e r,  

in c lu d e  t h e  t o t a l  w a g e s  re c e iv e d . T h e r e  a p p e a re d  to  b e  

n o  a d e q u a te  b a s is  fo r  e s t im a t in g  t h e  p o r t io n  o f  su c h  

in c o m e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  fa m il ie s ,  e v e n  if  i t  h a d  se e m e d  

d e s ira b le  to  e x c lu d e  i t  f ro m  th e  e s t im a te s  fo r  th e s e  

q u a s i - in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p s .8

P o p u la t io n  W e ig h ts

T h e  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  to  b e  a p p l ie d  a g a in s t  th e  

s a m p le  p e r  c a p i t a  in c o m e  fig u re s  w e re  o b ta in e d  b y  e s t i ­

m a t in g  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  in d iv id u a ls  in  e a c h  ty p e  o f 

in s t i t u t io n a l  g ro u p  in  e a c h  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n , a s  o f 

J a n u a r y  1, 193 6 .9

T h e  re g io n a l  p o p u la t io n  e s t im a te s  fo r  t h e  re s id e n ts  

o f  t h e  f iv e  ty p e s  o f  in s t i tu t io n s  p r o p e r  w e re  b u i l t  u p , b y  

S ta te s ,  f ro m  th e  m isc e lla n e o u s  so u rc e  m a te r ia l s  l is te d  

b e lo w :

1. P a t ie n t s  in  H o s p ita ls  fo r  M e n ta l  D is e a s e , 1 9 3 1 -3 2 ,  1 934  

a n d  1 9 3 5 , U . S . B u r e a u  o f  t h e  C e n su s .

2. M e n ta l  D e f e c t iv e s  a n d  E p ile p t ic s  in  I n s t i tu t io n s ,  1 9 2 9 -3 2  

a n d  1 9 3 5 , U . S . B u r e a u  o f  t h e  C e n su s .

3 . C h ild r e n  u n d e r  I n s t i t u t io n a l  C a r e  a n d  in  F o s te r  H o m e s ,  

1 9 33 , U . S . B u r e a u  o f t h e  C e n su s  (p . 5 ) .

4 . J u v e n ile  D e l in q u e n t s  in  P u b lic  I n s t i tu t io n s ,  1 9 33 , U . S . 

B u r e a u  o f  t h e  C e n s u s  (p . 3 ) .

5 . C a r e  o f  D e p e n d e n t  a n d  N e g le c t e d  C h ild r e n , 1 9 3 2 — G le n n  

S t e e le ,  U . S . C h ild r e n ’s  B u r e a u .

6 . C o u n ty  a n d  C it y  J a ils , 1 9 3 3 , U . S . B u r e a u  o f t h e  C e n su s  

(P- 2 ) .
7 . P r iso n e r s  in  S t a t e  a n d  F e d e r a l  P r iso n s  a n d  R e fo r m a to r ie s ,  

1 9 3 4  a n d  1 9 3 5 , U . S . B u r e a u  o f  t h e  C e n su s  (p . 3 ) .

8 . C a r e  o f  A g e d  P e r s o n s  in  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  1 9 29 , U . S . 

B u r e a u  o f L a b o r  S t a t is t ic s ,  B u l le t in  4 8 9 , O c t. 1 929 .

9 . N u m b e r  o f  A g e d  in  P u b lic  a n d  P r iv a te  I n s t i tu t io n s ,  1 9 30 , 

M o n th ly  L a b o r  R e v ie w , Y o l. 3 4 , p p . 2 5 3 - 2 6 1 .

1 0 . V a r io u s  S t a t e  w e lfa r e  a n d  b u d g e t  r e p o r ts  l i s t e d  a b o v e .10

8 I t  is  a  d e b a ta b le  q u e stio n  w h e th e r  or n o t su c h  d u p lic a tio n  sh o u ld  b e  a v o id e d  in  

th e  n a t io n a l e s t im a te s .  I n  o n e  se n se , th e  tr an sfe rs  o f  in c o m e  t o  fam ilie s  are transfers  

from  o n e  c o n s u m in g  u n i t  t o  a n o th e r  a n d  h e n c e  are c o m p a r a b le  t o  g ifts  for c urren t 

c o n s u m p tio n , w h ic h  a p p e a r  tw ic e  in  th e  fa m ily  in c o m e  e s t im a t e s  b a se d  o n  th e  d ata  

from  t h e  S t u d y  o f C o n su m e r  P u r c h a se s— i. e . ,  t h e y  are n o t d e d u c te d  from  th e  in co m e s  

o f th e  fa m ilie s  t h a t  m a d e  th e  g ifts  y e t  t h e y  ap p ear  in  th e  in c o m e s  o f fa m ilie s th a t  

r e c e iv e d  th e m .

8 S ee fo o tn o te  4, p .  71.

10 S e e  p p . 90-91.

I n f o r m a t io n  o n  th e  n u m b e r  o f  e n l is te d  m e n  a t  A rm y  

p o s ts  w ith in  e a c h  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n  a s  o f  J a n u a r y  1936 

w a s  a v a i la b le  f r o m  th e  h e a r in g s  o n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b ­

l i s h m e n t  a p p r o p r ia t io n  b ills  fo r  1937 a n d  1938. T h e  

h e a r in g s  o n  t h e  N a v y  a p p r o p r ia t io n  b il ls  fo r  1937 a n d  

1938 g a v e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e n l is te d  m e n  in  t h e  N a v y ,  

w h o  w e re  c la ss if ie d  b y  re g io n  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  p o r t  

o f  c a ll to  w h ic h  t h e y  w e re  a ss ig n e d . D a t a  o n  t h e  

n u m b e r  o f  m e n  w o rk in g  in  la b o r  c a m p s  a n d  in  c re w s  

o n  v e s se ls  w e re  a v a i la b le  o n ly  f ro m  th e  1930 C e n ­

su s . E s t im a te s  fo r  J a n u a r y  1936 w e re  m a d e  b y  a s ­

s u m in g  a  p r o p o r t io n a te  in c re a s e  in  th e i r  n u m b e r s  

c o r re s p o n d in g  to  t h e  in c re a s e  t h a t  h a s  o c c u r re d  in  th e  

g e n e ra l  p o p u la t io n  o v e r  t h e  s a m e  p e r io d  o f  t im e , a n d  

a  r e g io n a l  d is t r ib u t io n  s im ila r  to  t h a t  sh o w n  b y  th e  

1930 C e n su s .

T h e  f in a l  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  fo r  e a c h  ty p e  o f in s t i ­

t u t io n a l  g ro u p  w ith in  e a c h  re g io n  a re  sh o w n  in  t a b le  

35B .

A g g r e g a t e  a n d  A v e r a g e  In c o m e s

N o  a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  to  o b ta in  a  p e r c e n ta g e  d is t r i ­

b u t io n  o f  t h e  in s t i tu t io n a l  p o p u la t io n  b y  in c o m e  le v e l, 

a l th o u g h  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p o ss ib le  to  d o  so  b y  d e te r ­

m in in g  t h e  a v e ra g e  p e r  c a p i ta  p e r s o n a l  in c o m e  fo r  e a c h  

in s t i tu t io n a l  u n i t  in  t h e  s a m p le  a n d  d is t r ib u t in g  t h e  

re s id e n ts  o f  t h e  in d iv id u a l  u n i t s  a c c o rd in g  to  p e r  c a p i t a  

in c o m e  le v e l,  j u s t  a s  t h e  fa m il ie s  in  t h e  s a m p le  d a t a  

f ro m  th e  S tu d y  o f  C o n s u m e r  P u rc h a s e s  w e re  d is t r ib u te d  

b y  in c o m e  le v e l. A  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n  b y  p e r  

c a p i ta  in c o m e  le v e l  c o u ld  t h e n  h a v e  b e e n  c a lc u la te d  fo r  

e a c h  ty p e  o f  in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p , a n d  fo r  t h e  t o t a l  in ­

s t i tu t io n a l  p o p u la t io n .  H o w e v e r , s u c h  d is t r ib u t io n s  

w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  o f  l i t t l e  o r  n o  v a lu e  in  th e m s e lv e s , a n d  

c o u ld  n o t  lo g ic a lly  h a v e  b e e n  c o m b in e d  w i th  t h e  fa m ily  

d is t r ib u t io n  in a s m u c h  a s  th e  l a t t e r  w a s  n o t  o n  a  p e r  

c a p i ta  b a s is .

E s t im a te s  o f th e  a g g re g a te  p e r s o n a l  in c o m e s  o f th e  

m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  tw o  q u a s i - in s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p s ,  sh o w n  

in  t a b le  16, w e re  o b ta in e d  b y  m u l t ip ly in g  t h e  s a m p le  

p e r  c a p i ta  in c o m e  fig u re  fo r  e a c h  g ro u p  b y  th e  p o p u la ­

t io n  w e ig h t  fo r  t h a t  g ro u p  in  t h e  t o t a l  U n i te d  S ta te s .  

F o r  t h e  f iv e  ty p e s  o f  i n s t i tu t io n s  p ro p e r ,  r e g io n a l  e s t i ­

m a te s  w e re  f i r s t  o b ta in e d  fo r  e a c h  g ro u p . T h e s e  

re g io n a l  e s t im a te s  w e re  t h e n  c o m b in e d , b y  ty p e ,  to  

o b ta in  t h e  n a t io n a l  a g g re g a te s  f o r  e a c h  t y p e  a n d  fo r  t h e  

t o t a l  in s t i tu t io n a l  p o p u la t io n .  T h e  a v e ra g e  p e r  c a p i t a  

in c o m e s  w e re  c a lc u la te d  b y  d iv id in g  t h e  n a t io n a l  a g g re ­

g a te s  b y  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  in d iv id u a ls  in  t h e  re s p e c t iv e  

g ro u p s  a n d  in  th e  t o t a l  in s t i tu t io n a l  p o p u la t io n .



APPENDIX B

STATISTICAL TABLES FOR REFERENCE USE

T
H E  35  ta b le s  p r e s e n te d  in  th i s  s e c tio n  h a v e  b e e n  

g ro u p e d  u n d e r  4  g e n e ra l  h e a d in g s , w h ic h  a re  la rg e ly  

s e lf -e x p la n a to ry .

I n  th e  f i r s t  g ro u p , T a b le s  U s e d  a s  B a s is  fo r  C h a r t s  in  

P a r t s  I  a n d  I I ,  a r e  in c lu d e d  s e v e n  ta b le s  c o n ta in in g  th e  

b a s ic  d a t a  f o r  c h a r t s  3 , 4 , 5 , 6 , 7 , 8 , 9 , 11, a n d  12. T h e  

b a s ic  d a t a  fo r  o th e r  c h a r t s  in  th e  r e p o r t  h a v e  b e e n  

p re s e n te d  i n  t e x t  ta b le s .

T h e  s e c o n d  g ro u p  o f ta b le s ,  F re q u e n c y  D is t r ib u t io n s  

C o r re s p o n d in g  to  P e r c e n ta g e  D is t r ib u t io n  T a b le s  in  

P a r t  I I ,  p r e s e n t  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  f r o m  w h ic h  

w e re  c a lc u la te d  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  g iv e n  in  

t e x t  ta b le s  5 , 8 , 10, a n d  12.

T h e  t h i r d  g ro u p , P e r c e n ta g e  D is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  C o m ­

p o n e n t  G ro u p s  o f  F a m il ie s  a n d  S in g le  I n d iv id u a ls ,  in ­

c lu d e s  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  p re p a r e d  fo r  c e r ta in  o f 

th e  m in o r  c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p s  o f  fa m il ie s ,  w h ic h  w e re  

u s e d  in  b u i ld in g  u p  t h e  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  m a jo r  

g ro u p s  o f  fa m ilie s  b u t  w e re  n o t  p r e s e n te d  s e p a r a te ly  in  

th e  m a in  b o d y  o f t h e  r e p o r t .  T h e s e  d is t r ib u t io n s  a re ,  

in  m a n y  in s ta n c e s ,  b a s e d  o n  s a m p le  d a t a  to o  s c a n ty  to  

in s u re  e s t im a te s  t h a t  a re  a s  re l ia b le  a s  th o s e  p re s e n te d

in  t h e  r e p o r t  i ts e lf . A c c o rd in g ly , t h e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  

th e s e  g ro u p s  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  u s e d  w i th o u t  c a re fu l  a t t e n ­

t io n  to  t h e  l im i ta t io n s  o f  t h e  s a m p le  d a t a ,  w h ic h  a re  

d is c u ss e d  in  A p p e n d ix  A . P a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  is  c a lle d  

to  t h e  l im i ta t io n s  o f  t h e  re g io n a l  c o m p a r is o n  o f  in c o m e s , 

d is c u s s e d  o n  p a g e s  18, 2 2 -2 3 , 3 6 , 5 5 , a n d  56.

T h e  12 ta b le s  in c lu d e d  u n d e r  t h e  h e a d in g , P o p u la t io n  

W e ig h ts ,  sh o w  th e  n u m b e r s  a n d  p e r c e n ts  o f  c o n s u m e r  

u n i t s  b e lo n g in g  to  v a r io u s  c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p s  o f  th e  

p o p u la t io n  fo r  w h ic h  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  

p re p a re d .  N o n re lie f  fa m ilie s  in  t h e  U n i te d  S ta t e s  a re  

c la ss if ie d  b y  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  a n d  re g io n , b y  c o lo r-  

n a t i v i t y ,  b y  fa m ily -s iz e  g ro u p s ,  a n d  b y  o c c u p a t io n a l  

g ro u p s ;  a n d  re l ie f  f a m ilie s  b y  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  a n d  

re g io n . S in g le  in d iv id u a ls  a re  c la ss if ie d  b y  re lie f  

s t a tu s  a n d  se x , a n d  in s t i t u t io n a l  r e s id e n ts  b y  ty p e  o f 

in s t i t u t io n a l  g ro u p  a n d  re g io n .

A d d it io n a l  ta b le s ,  c o n ta in in g  m o re  d e ta i le d  in f o r ­

m a t io n  o n  th e  p o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts  a p p l ie d  a g a in s t  

th e  s a m p le  in c o m e  d is t r ib u t io n s  fo r  v a r io u s  g ro u p s  

o f fa m il ie s ,  a r e  to  b e  fo u n d  in  s e c tio n s  3 , 4 , a n d  6 o f 

A p p e n d ix  A .

L IS T  O F  A P P E N D I X  T A B L E S

P a ge

I .  T a b le s  u se d  a s  b a s is  fo r  c h a r t s  in  P a r t s  I  

a n d  I I :

T a b le  IB . S h a re  o f a g g re g a te  in c o m e  r e ­

c e iv e d  b y  e a c h  t e n t h  o f  N a ­

t io n ’s  c o n s u m e r  u n i t s  a n d  b y  

u p p e r  5 p e r c e n t ,  1 9 3 5 -3 6  

(b a s is  fo r  c h a r t s  3 a n d  4 ) ___  95

T a b le  2 B . P r o p o r t io n  o f  N a t io n ’s  c o n s u m e r  

u n i t s  re c e iv in g  e a c h  t e n t h  o f 

a g g re g a te  in c o m e , 1 9 3 5 -3 6  

(b a s is  fo r  c h a r t  5 ) _________  95

T a b le  3 B . F a m il ie s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  

in  e a c h  t h i r d  o f  N a t io n ,  b y  

ty p e  o f  c o n s u m e r  u n i t ,  1 93 5 -3 6  

(b a s is  fo r  c h a r t  6 ) __________  95

P a ge

T a b le  4 B . N o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  th r e e  in c o m e  

g ro u p s ,  b y  ty p e  o f  c o m ­

m u n i ty  a n d  b y  o c c u p a t io n a l  

g ro u p , 1 9 3 5 -3 6  (b a s is  fo r

c h a r t s  7 a n d  8 ) ___________  96

T a b le  5 B . A v e ra g e  in c o m e s  p e r  c o n s u m e r  

u n i t  a n d  p e r  c a p i t a  f o r  e a c h  

t y p e  o f  c o n s u m e r  u n i t ,  1 9 3 5 -36

(b a s is  fo r  c h a r t  9 ) __________  96

T a b le  6B . S h a re  o f  a g g re g a te  f a m ily  in c o m e  

re c e iv e d  b y  e a c h  t e n t h  o f  N a ­

t i o n ’s  fa m ilie s ,  1 9 3 5 -3 6  (b a s is

fo r  c h a r t  1 1 )______________  96

T a b le  7 B . P r o p o r t io n  o f  N a t i o n ’s  fa m il ie s  

re c e iv in g  e a c h  t e n t h  o f  a g g re ­

g a te  fa m ily  in c o m e , 1 9 3 5 -3 6  

(b as is  fo r  c h a r t  1 2 )________  96

9 3



9 4 N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

P age

I I .  F r e q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  c o r re s p o n d in g  to  

p e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n  ta b le s  in  P a r t  I I  :

T a b le  8 B . F re q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f  n o n ­

r e lie f  fa m il ie s  o f fo u r  s izes , b y  

in c o m e  le v e l, 1 9 3 5 -36  (ba sis

fo r  t a b le  5 ) _______________  97

T a b le  9 B . F re q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f  n o n ­

re l ie f  fa m il ie s  in  s ix  ty p e s  of 

c o m m u n ity ,  b y  in c o m e  le v e l,

1 9 3 5 -3 6  (b a s is  fo r  t a b le  8 ) __  97

T a b le  10B . F re q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f  n o n ­

re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  s e v e n  o c c u ­

p a t io n a l  g ro u p s , b y  in c o m e  

le v e l, 1 9 3 5 -36  (b a s is  fo r

t a b le  1 0 )_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  97

T a b le  11B . F re q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  of

w a g e -e a rn in g  fa m il ie s  (n o n ­

re l ie f)  in  f iv e  ty p e s  o f  c o m ­

m u n i ty ,  b y  in c o m e  lev e l, 

1 9 3 5 -3 6  (b a s is  fo r  t a b le  1 2 ) .  97

I I I .  P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  b y  in c o m e  le v e l  fo r  

c o m p o n e n t  g ro u p s  o f fa m il ie s  a n d  s ing le  

in d iv id u a ls  :

T a b le  12B . P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f

fa m il ie s  in  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic  

re g io n s , b y  in c o m e  le v e l,

1 9 3 5 -3 6 _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  98

T a b le  13B . P e r c e n ta g e  .d i s t r ib u t io n s  o f

n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  i n  f iv e  g e o ­

g ra p h ic  re g io n s ,  a n d  o f  re lie f  

fa m ilie s , b y  in c o m e  lev e l,

1 9 3 5 -3 6 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  98

T a b le  14B . P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f  n o n -  

re l ie f  fa m il ie s  in  la rg e  c it ie s  

(10 0 ,00 0  to  1 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0  p o p u ­

l a t io n )  in  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic  

re g io n s ,  b y  in c o m e  lev e l,

1 9 3 5 -3 6 _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  98

T a b le  15B . P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f  n o n ­

re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  m id d le -s iz e d  

c it ie s  (2 5 ,00 0  to  1 00 ,000  p o p ­

u la t io n )  in  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic  

re g io n s , b y  in c o m e  le v e l,

1 9 3 5 -3 6 _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  98

T a b le  16B . P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f  n o n ­

r e lie f  fa m il ie s  in  s m a ll  c it ie s  

(2 ,500  to  2 5 ,0 0 0  p o p u la t io n )  

in  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s ,  b y

in c o m e  le v e l,  1 9 3 5 -3 6 ______  99

T a b le  17B . P e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f  r u r a l  

n o n fa rm  fa m il ie s  (n o n re lie f)  

in  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s , b y  

in c o m e  le v e l,  1 9 3 5 -3 6 ______  99

P a g e

T a b le  18B . P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f fa rm  

fa m il ie s  (n o n re lie f)  i n  f iv e  g e o ­

g ra p h ic  re g io n s , b y  in c o m e

le v e l,  1 9 3 5 -3 6 ____________  99

T a b le  19B . P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f 

w a g e -e a rn in g  fa m il ie s  (n o n ­

re lie f)  in  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic  r e ­

g io n s , b y  in c o m e  le v e l,  1 9 3 5 -

3 6 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  99

T a b le  2 0B . P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f  w h ite  

a n d  N e g ro  f a rm  a n d  r u r a l  

n o n fa rm  fa m il ie s  (n o n re lie f)  

in  t h e  S o u th ,  b y  in c o m e  lev e l,

1 9 3 5 -3 6 _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  100

T a b le  2 1B . P e rc e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f

w h i te  a n d  N e g ro  fa m il ie s  

(n o n re lie f)  in  th r e e  s iz es  o f 

c it ie s  in  t h e  S o u th ,  b y  in c o m e

le v e l, 1 9 3 5 -3 6 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  100

T a b le  2 2B . P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f

w h i te  a n d  N e g ro  fa m il ie s  

(n o n re lie f)  in  N o r th  C e n t r a l  

m e tro p o l is e s  a n d  la rg e  c itie s ,

b y  in c o m e  le v e l, 1 9 3 5 -3 6 __  100

T a b le  2 3B . P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f

s in g le  m e n  a n d  s in g le  w o m e n ,

b y  in c o m e  le v e l,  1 9 3 5 -3 6 __  100

IV . P o p u la t io n  w e ig h ts :

T a b le  2 4 B . N u m b e r  o f n o n re l ie f  fa m il ie s  in  

s ix  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n i ty  w i th ­

in  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s ,

1 9 3 5 -3 6 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  101

T a b le  2 5B . P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f  n o n ­

r e lie f  fa m ilie s , b y  t y p e  o f 

c o m m u n i ty  a n d  re g io n , 1 9 3 5 -

3 6 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  101

T a b le  2 6B . N u m b e r  o f  re l ie f  f a m ilie s  in  s ix  

ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n i ty  w ith in  

f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s , 1 9 3 5 -

3 6 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  101

T a b le  2 7B . P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f  r e ­

l ie f  fa m ilie s , b y  t y p e  o f  c o m ­

m u n i ty  a n d  re g io n , 1 9 3 5 -3 6 . 102

T a b le  2 8B . N u m b e r  a n d  p e r c e n t  o f  n o n re ­

lie f  fa m ilie s  in  th r e e  c o lo r

g ro u p s  in  f iv e  ty p e s  o f  c o m ­

m u n i ty  in  t h e  S o u th ,  1 9 3 5 -

3 6 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  102

T a b le  2 9B . N u m b e r  a n d  p e r c e n t  o f  n o n re ­

lie f  fa m il ie s  in  th r e e  c o lo r 

g ro u p s  in  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  la rg e  

c itie s  a n d  m e tro p o lis e s , 1935—

3 6 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  102



C o n s u m e r  I n c o m e s

P a g e P a g e

9 5

T a b le  3 0B .

T a b le  3 1B .

T a b le  32B .

N u m b e r  o f  n o n re l ie f  fa m il ie s  o f 

fo u r  s iz es  in  s ix  ty p e s  o f  c o m ­

m u n i ty  a n d  in  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic

re g io n s , 1 9 3 5 -3 6 __________

P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f  n o n ­

re l ie f  fa m il ie s  o f  f o u r  s izes , b y  

ty p e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  a n d  r e ­

g io n , 1 9 3 5 -3 6 _____________

N u m b e r  o f  n o n re lie f  fa m il ie s  in  

e ig h t  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s  in  

fiv e  ty p e s  o f  c o m m u n i ty  a n d  

in  fiv e  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n s , 

1 9 3 5 -3 6 _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _

102

103

103

T a b le  3 3B . P e r c e n ta g e  d is t r ib u t io n s  o f  n o n ­

r e lie f  fa m ilie s  in  e ig h t  o c c u ­

p a t io n a l  g ro u p s , b y  t y p e  o f 

c o m m u n i ty  a n d  re g io n , 1 9 3 5 - 

3 6 _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  104

T a b le  3 4B . N u m b e r  a n d  p e r c e n t  o f  s ing le  

in d iv id u a ls ,  b y  re lie f  s t a tu s  

a n d  sex , 1 9 3 5 -3 6 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  104

T a b le  3 5B . N u m b e r  o f i n s t i tu t io n a l  re s i ­

d e n ts  in  n in e  ty p e s  o f  in ­

s t i tu t io n a l  g ro u p  in  f iv e  g e o ­

g r a p h ic  re g io n s ,  1 9 3 5 -3 6 ___  104

Ta bl e I B . — S h a r e  o f  a g g r e g a t e  i n c o m e  r e c e i v e d  b y  e a c h  t e n t h  o f  

N a t i o n ’ s  c o n s u m e r  u n i t s  a n d  b y  u p p e r  5  p e r c e n t ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

[B a s is  for c h a r ts  3 a n d  4]

P r o p o r tio n  of fa m ilie s  
a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls In c o m e  range

A gg r eg ate  in c o m e

A m o u n t
(in

m illion 's)

P e r c e n t  
i n  e a ch  
gr ou p

C u m u la ­
t i v e

p e r c e n t

H ig h e st 1 p e r c e n t______ $9,100 a n d  o v e r ______ $8,178  
10,904  
12,859  
14, 518 
16,118

13 .8
18 .4  
21 .7
2 4 .5  
2 7 .2

H ig h e s t 3 p e r c e n t______ $4,325 a n d  o v e r .  ______

H ig h e s t 5 p e r c e n t ......... . $3,400 a n d  o v e r ______

H ig h e s t t e n t h _________ $21,452  

8,593  
6,815  
5,511  
4,444  
3,911  
3, 259 
2, 548 
1,719  
1,007

3 6 .2
14.5
11 .5
9 .3
7 .5
6 .6  
5 .5
4 .3  
2 .9  
1 .7

100.0
6 3 .8
4 9 .3
3 7 .8  
2 8 .5  
2 1 .0
14 .4  
8 .9
4 .6
1 .7

N in t h  t e n t h _ __ __ __ __ __ $l,925-$2 ,600
$ l ’540-$ 1*925
$1,275-$1,540
$1,070-$1,275__

F if th  t e n t h _____ ______ $880~$1,070_ __ __ __ __ _
$720-$880
$545-$720__
$340-$545.

$59, 259 100.0

Ta bl e 2 B . — P r o p o r t i o n  o f  N a t i o n ’ s  c o n s u m e r  u n i t s  r e c e i v i n g  

e a c h  t e n t h  o f  a g g r e g a t e  i n c o m e ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

[B a s is  for c h a rt 5]

P r o p or tion  o f a g g re g ate  
in co m e In c o m e  r an ge

F a m ili e s  a n d  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls

N u m b e r
P e r c e n t  
in  ea ch  
g r ou p

C u m u la ­
t i v e

p e r c e n t

197.000
750.000  

1,618, 000 
2,249 , 000 
2 ,80 1,000  
3,433 , 000 
3, 985, 000 
5,130 , 000 
6, 550,000

12, 745, 000

0 .5
1 .9
4 .1
5 .7
7 .1
8 .7  

10 .1  
13 .0  
16 .6  
3 2 .3

100.0
9 9 .5
97 .6  
9 3 .5
8 7 .8
8 0 .7  
7 2 .0
6 1 .9
4 8 .9  
3 2 .3

$4,900-$14,600
$3 |l00-$4 ,900

S e v e n th  t e n t h ___ _ __ __ _
S ix th  t e n t h ___________
F if th  t e n t h _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _

$2,375-$3,100________

$l,950-$2 ,375________
$1,61 0 -S l,950________
$1,320-$1,610

T h ir d  t e n th __________ $1,040-$1,320________
$7 60-$ l,040

L o w e s t t e n t h _ __ __ __ __ _ U n d e r  $760_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _

39 ,458 ,000 100.0

Ta bl e 3 B . — F a m i l i e s  a n d  s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  e a c h  t h i r d  o f  N a t i o n ,  b y  t y p e  o f  c o n s u m e r  u n i t ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

[B a s is  for  c h a rt 6]

N u m b e r  o f c o n su m e r  u n its  in — P er c e n ta g e  o f  c on su m e r  u n its  in — P er c e n ta g e  o f  g rou p  in —

T y p e  o f c o n su m e r  u n it
A ll in co m e  

c lasse s

L o w e r  
th ir d ,  

in co m e s  
u n d e r  $780

M id d le  
th ir d ,  

in c o m e s  o f  
$780 to  
$1,450

U p p e r  
th ir d , 

in co m e s  o f  
$1,450 an d  

o ver

A ll  in ­
c om e  

classe s

L o w e r
th ir d

M id d le
th ird

U p p e r
th ir d

A ll  in ­
com e  

c lasse s

L o w e r
th ir d

M id d le
th ir d

U p p e r
th ir d

N o t  r e c e iv in g  relief: 1
S in g le  in d iv id u a ls :

M e n  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ 5,509 , 262 1, 714,138 2,176, 205 1,618 ,919 13 .9 13 .0 16 .5 12 .3 100.0 31 .1 39 .5 2 9 .4
W o m e n _______  _ __ . . . 3 ,063 ,201 1,590, 226 940,020 532,955 7 .8 12.1 7 .2 4 .1 100.0 5 1 .9 3 0 .7 17 .4

T o ta l______ ______ _____________________ 8 ,57 2,463 3,304, 364 3,116, 225 2 ,151 ,874 2 1 .7 25 .1 2 3 .7 16 .4 100.0 3 8 .5 36 .4 2 5 .1

F a m ilie s  of—
2  p erson s _ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ 6,668, 850 2, 017, 505 2, 274, 486 2, 376, 859 16 .9 15 .3 17 .3 18.1 100.0 3 0 .3 34 .1 35 .6
3 -4  p e rson s _ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  ___________  _ 11,170, 365 2, 314, 794 3,699, 034 5,156, 537 28 .3 17.6 28. 1 3 9 .2 100.0 20 .7 33.1 4 6 .2
5 -6  p e r so n s_____________________  _ __ __ __ __ 4 ,804 ,379 959, 222 1,604 ,467 2,240, 690 12 .2 7 .3 12 .2 17 .0 100.0 2 0 .0 33 .4 4 6 .6
7 or m o r e p e r so n s_ __ __ __ __ __ _ ______  __ 2, 269,583 561,885 780,180 927, 518 5 .7 4 .3 5 .9 7 .0 100.0 24 .7 34 .4 4 0 .9

T o ta l  _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 24 ,913,177 5 ,85 3 ,4 06 8 ,358 ,167 10 ,701,604 63 .1 44 .5 6 3 .5 8 1 .3 100.0 23 .5 33 .5 4 3 .0

R e c e iv in g  so m e  r e l ie f :1
S in g le  in d iv id u a ls  __ ______ _______________ _____ 1,485 ,572 1, 383, 313 102, 259 3 .8 10 .5 . 8 100.0 93 .1 6 9
F a m ilie s _________________________ 4 ,48 7 ,0 80 2,611’ 681 1,5761113 299,286 11 .4 19 .9 12 .0 2 .3 100.0 58 .2 35 .1 6 .7

T o t a l_ __ __ __ __ __ _________ _________ 5 ,97 2,652 3 ,994 ,994 1,678, 372 299, 286 1 5 .2 3 0 .4 12 .8 2 .3 100.0 6 6 .9 28 .1 5 .0

A ll c o n su m e r  u n i t s : 2
S in g le  in d iv id u a ls _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __  ___ 10, 058,035 4, 687, 677 3, 218,484 2,151, 874 25 .5 35 .6 24 .5 16.4 100.0 46 .6 3 2 .0 21 .4
F a m i l i e s . . .  __ _ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  _ __ _ __ _ _ 29 ,400 ,257 8 ,46 5 ,0 87 9, 934, 280 11 ,000,890 74 .5 64 .4 75 .5 83 .6 100.0 28 .8 33 .8 3 7 .4

T o ta l ............ ............................. ............ 39,458, 292 13,152, 764 13,152, 764 13,152, 764 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 10 0.0 33 .3 3 3 .3 3 3 .4

1 F a m ilie s  are c la ss if ie d  a s  r e c e iv in g  r e lief  i f  th e y  r ec e iv e d  a n y  d ire ct o r  w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  l i tt le )  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  y e ar . M a n y  su c h  fa m ilie s  w e re  d e p e n d e n t o n  r e lie f  
for  p a r t o f  th e  y e ar  o n ly , a n d  th e n  m a y  h a v e  b e en  o n ly  p a r tia lly  d e p e n d e n t . T h e  in c o m e s  o f th e  r elief  g r ou p  th erefore in c lu d e  e ar n in gs  fr om  r egu lar  e m p lo y m e n t a n d  o th e r  n o n ­
r e lief  in co m e  as  w e ll  as  d ir ec t relief, in  c a sh  an d  k in d , a n d  w or k-relief  e a rn in gs . F o r  fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , see  p .  42.

2 E x c lu d e s  in s ti tu t io n a l g rou p s . S ee ta b le  16.
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Ta bl e 4 B . — N o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  1 i n  t h r e e  i n c o m e  g r o u p s ,  b y  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  b y  o c c u p a t i o n a l  g r o u p ,1 2 1 9 3 5 - 3 6

[B as is  for c harts  7 a n d  8]

T y p e  o f c o m m u n it y  a n d  o c c u p a tio n a l group

M e tro p o lises : 3
1.500.000 p o p u la tio n  a n d  o v e r .  

L arg e c ities :
100.000 to  1,500,000 p o p u la tio n .  

M id d le -s iz e d  c ities :
25.000 to  100,000 p o p u la t io n .. . .  

S m a ll c ities :
2,500 to  25,000 p o p u la t io n ------

R u r a l n on far m  c o m m u n itie s  4-----
F a r m s_______________________

T o ta l-----------------------------

W ag e -e a rn in g --------------------------
F a r m in g ----------- ---------------------
C le r ic a l______________________
B u sin e s s --------------------------------
P r ofe ss io n a l_____________ _____ -
O th e r 5_ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

T o ta l___________________

N u m b e r  o f fa m ilie s in — P e r ce n tag e  o f fam ilie s  in —
P e rc en ta g e o f  c o m m u n it y  or  

o c c u p a tio n a l gr ou p  in —

A ll in com e  
gr ou p s

L ow er
group

in co m es
u n d e r

$780

M id d le  
group  

in co m e s  
of $780 

to  $1,450

U p p e r  
group  

in c om e s  
o f $1,450 
a n d  over

A ll
in co m e
gr ou p s

L o w e r
gr ou p

M id d le
g rou p

U p p e r
gr ou p

A ll
in com e
gr ou p s

L ow er
gr ou p

M id d le
g rou p

U p p e r
gr ou p

2 ,806 ,916 297,372 762,362 1,747 ,182 11 .3 5 .1 9 .1 16.3 100.0 10 .6 27 .2 6 2 .2

4,666, 708 710, 553 1,401 ,892 2, 554,263 18 .7 12.1 16 .8 23 .9 100.0 15 .2 30 .1 5 4 .7

2,607, 589 493,383 914, 581 1,199, 625 10 .4 8 .4 10.9 11 .2 100.0 18 .9 35 .1 4 6 .0

4,079, 741 870,129 1,453, 588 1,756, 024 16.4 14.9 17.4 16 .4 100.0 21 .3 3 5 .6 43 .1
4, 585, 665 1,165, 481 1. 647, 568 1, 772, 616 18.4 19.9 19.7 16.6 100.0 25 .4 3 5 .9 3 8 .7
6,166, 558 2,316, 488 2 ,178 ,176 1,671,894 24 .8 39 .6 26 .1 15 .6 100.0 3 7 .6 35 .3 27 .1

24 ,913,177 5 ,853 ,406 8 ,35 8,167 10, 701, 604 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 2 3 .5 3 3 .5 4 3 .0

9,459, 277 2. 301,803 3,849, 214 3, 308, 260 37 .9 39 .3 4 6 .0 30 .9 100.0 24 .3 4 0 .7 3 5 .0
6,166, 558 2, 316, 488 2 ,178 ,176 1, 671, 894 24 .8 39 .6 26. 1 15 .6 100.0 37 .6 35 .3 27.1
3, 626, 225 284, 694 1,066, 106 2, 275, 425 14.5 4 .9 12.8 21 .3 100.0 7 .9 2 9 .4 62 .7
3, 485, 261 448, 363 834, 844 2,202, 054 14 .0 7 .7 10.0 20 .6 100.0 12.9 2 3 .9 63 .2
1 ,330,158 65,808 217, 625 1,046, 725 5 .4 1.1 2 .6 9 .8 100.0 4 .9 16.4 78 .7

845,698 436, 250 212, 202 197, 246 3 .4 7 .4 2 .5 1 .8 100. 0 5 1 .6 25 .1 23 .3

24 ,613,177 5,853, 406 8 ,35 8,167 10, 701, 604 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 23 .5 3 3 .5 4 3 .0

1 E x c lu d e s  a ll fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  lit t le )  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  y e ar . F or  fu r the r  e x p la n atio n , see  p . 42.
2 F a m ilie s  ar e c lassif ie d  ac co rd in g  to  o c cu p a tio n  from  w h ic h  la rg e st  a m o u n t o f  fa m ily  e arn in gs  w a s  d e riv ed , ra th e r  th a n  ac cord ing to  oc cu p a tio n  o f th e  p r in c ip a l earner. F or  fur ­

th e r  e x p la n atio n , se e  p p .  25 an d  44.
3 M e tro p o lises  o f  th is  s iz e  ar e in  N o r th  C e n tra l R e g io n  o n ly  (N e w  Y o r k , C h ica go , P h ila d e lp h ia , a n d  D e tr o it) .
4 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s liv in g  in  c o m m u n it ie s  w ith  p o p u la tio n  u n d e r  2,500, a n d  fa m ilie s liv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t o n  farm s.
3 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s w i t h  n o  in c o m e  from  earn ings  d u r in g  th e  ye ar , a n d  v illa g e  a n d  c ity  fa m ilie s w ith  m ajor e arn in gs  from  far m ing .

Tabl e  5 B .— A v e r a g e  i n c o m e s  p e r  c o n s u m e r  u n i t  a n d  p e r  c a p i t a  

f o r  e a c h  t y p e  o f  c o n s u m e r  u n i t ,  1 9 3 5 - 8 6

[B as is  for c h art 9]

T y p e  o f c on su m e r  u n it

C o n su m e r  u n its A v e ra g e in c o m e  (m ean )

N u m b e r P er c e n t
P e r  c o n ­

su m e r u n it
P e r  c ap ita

N o t  r e c e iv in g  r e l ie f:1 
S in g le  in d iv id u a ls :

5,509, 262 
3,063, 201

13 .9
7 .8

$1,331  
1,188

$1,331  
1,188

8 ,572 ,463 21 .7 $1,280 $1,280

F a m ilie s  of—
6,668,850  

11,170, 365 
4,804, 379 
2, 269, 583

16 .9
28 .3
12 .2
5 .7

$1,549  
1,864  
1,905  
1,787

$774
542
355
221

24 ,913,177 63 .1 $1,781 $463

R e c e iv in g  so m e r e l ie f:1
1,485, 572 
4 ,487 ,080

3 .8
11.4

$407
740

$407
165

5,97 2,652 15 .2 $657 $182

A ll  c o n su m e r  u n its  2__ . . 39 ,458 ,292 100.0 $1, 502 $470

1 F a m ilie s  are c lassif ie d  a s  r e c e iv in g  r e lie f  i f  th e y  r e c e iv e d  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e l ie f  
(h o w e v e r  l it t l e )  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  y e ar . M a n y  su c h  fa m ilie s  w e r e  d e p e n d e n t on  
r e lie f  for p a r t o f  th e  y e a r  o n ly ,  a n d  th e n  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  o n ly  p a r tia l ly  d e p e n d e n t.  
T h e  in c o m e s  o f  th e  r e lie f  g r ou p  th e re for e in c lu d e  e ar n in gs  fr om  r egu lar  e m p lo y m e n t  
a n d  o th e r  n on r e lie f  in c o m e  as  w e l l  a s  d ire ct relief, in  c ash  a n d  k in d , a n d  w or k-relief  
e ar n in gs . F o r  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , see  p . 42.

2 E x o lu d e s  in s ti tu t io n a l g r ou p s . S ee  ta b le  16.

Tabl e  6 B .— S h a r e  o f  a g g r e g a t e  f a m i l y  i n c o m e  r e c e i v e d  b y  e a c h  

t e n t h  o f  N a t i o n ’ s  f a m i l i e s ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

[B a s is  for c h a rt 11]

P ro p or tio n  o f fa m ilie s In c o m e  range

A ggi

A m o u n t  
( in  m il ­
l io n s)

e g a te  inc o i

P er c e n t  
in  e ach  

gr ou p

n e

C u m u ­
la t iv e

p e rc en t

$17,164 36. 0 100. 0
N in t h  t e n th ___ _ _ _ _ _  _. $2,050-$2,800________ 7 , 009 14 .7 64 .0

$l,6 75-$2 ,050________ 5,102 10 .7 49. 3
$1,375—$1,675_....... ........ 4 , 577 9 .6 38. 6
$1,160—$ 1,375......... ........ 3' 624 7 .6 29 .0
$970-$ 1,160_ __ __ __ __ _ 3' 194 6 .7 21 .4
$800-$970 ._____ _____ 2 , 527 5 .3 14.7
$610-$800_ __ __ __ __ 2,193 4 .6 9. 4
$410-$610___________ 1,383 2 .9 4 .8
U n d e r  $410________ 906 1 .9 1 .9

T o t a l___________ $47.679 100.0

Tabl e  7 B .— P r o p o r t i o n  o f  N a t i o n ’s  f a m i l i e s  r e c e i v i n g  e a c h  t e n t h  

o f  a g g r e g a t e  f a m i l y  i n c o m e ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6  

[B a s is  for c h a rt 12]

P r o p o r tio n  o f aggregate  
in c o m e In c o m e  range

F a m ilie s

N u m b e r
P e r c e n t  
i n  e ac h  
gr ou p

C u m u la ­
t iv e  p er ­

c e n t

H ig h e s t t e n t h .  __ _____
N in t h  t e n t h _ __ __ __ __ __

$16,000 a n d  o v e r . .........
$5,450-$16,000_ _ _ _ _ _ __
$3,300-$5,450____

147.000
588.000

1 .205 .000  
1,705, 000 
2,117 , 000 
2,499 , 000
3.11 6.000  
3,793 , 000
4 .96 9 .00 0  
9. 261, 000

0 .5
2 .0
4 .1  
5 .8
7 .2  
8 .5

10 .6
12 .9
16.9  
31 .5

100.0
9 9 .5
9 7 .5
9 3 .4
8 7 .6
8 0 .4  
7 1 .9
6 1 .3
4 8 .4
3 1 .5

$2,525-$3,300______
$2,075-$2,525____
$l,725-$2 ,075__
$1,410—$1,725______
$1,125-$1,410_ _
$820-$ l,12 5__

L o w e st  t e n t h _ __ __ __ __ _ U n d e r  $820_________

T o t a l .  _________ 29 .400 .000 100.0 1_______
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Ta bl e 8 B .— F r e q u e n c y  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s 1 o f  f o u r

s i z e s , b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l , 1 9 3 5 —3 6

[B a s is  for ta b le  5]

In c o m e  le v e l
A ll  fam i ­

lie s

F a m ilie s  of—

2 pe rson s 3-4  pe rson s 5-6  pe rson s
7 or m ore  
pe rson s

U n d e r  $250_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ 703, 765 341,075 235, 503 83, 255 43, 932
$250-$500___________ 1, 950, 545 713, 209 755,452 301, 704 180, 180
$500-$750___________ 2, 818, 654 855, 371 1,163,131 500, 679 299, 473
$750-$ l,00 0_ __ __ __ __ _ 3, 337,160 946, 034 1,409, 705 645,466 335, 955
$1,000-$1,250_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ 3,277, 862 903, 707 1,473, 399 609, 354 291, 402

$1,250-$1,500________ 2, 689, 634 674, 560 1,236, 963 536, 044 242, 067
$1,500-$1,750________ 2, 255, 358 548, 830 1,071, 380 437.188 197, 960
$l,750-$2 ,000________ 1, 829, 835 420, 428 896, 221 370, 306 142, 880
$2,000-$2,250________ 1,361,403 311,750 652, 304 284, 180 113, 169
$2,250-$2,500________ 1,006, 568 230, 806 488, 890 207,051 79, 821

$2,500-$3,000_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ 1, 304, 010 251,036 648, 614 283, 347 121,013
$3,000-$3,500________ 743, 559 149, 381 360, 775 165, 442 67, 961
$3,500-$4,000________ 438, 428 80, 397 216, 657 103, 455 37, 919
$4,000-$4,500_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ 249, 948 46, 378 108, 864 68, 793 25, 913
$4,500-$5,000________ 152, 647 33, 208 69, 582 32,186 17, 671

$5,000-$7,500________ 322, 950 61,912 152,821 77,487 30, 730
$7,500-$10,000_ __ __ __ _ 187, 060 41, 995 93, 941 39, 470 11, 654
$10,000 a n d  o v e r .  __ 283, 791 58, 773 136,163 58, 972 29, 883

A ll  le v e ls ______ 24 ,913 ,177 6, 668, 850 11 ,170,365 4,804, 379 2, 269, 583

i E x c lu d e s  a l l  fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ire ct or  w o r k  r e lief  (h o w e v e r  l it t l e )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F o r  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p .  42.

Tabl e  9 B .— F r e q u e n c y  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s 1 i n  s i x  

t y p e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y , b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l , 1 9 3 5 - 3 6

[B a s is  for ta b le  8]

F a m ilie s  l iv in g  in —

A ll
fa m ilie s

U r b a n  c o m m u n itie s
R u r a l c o m ­

m u n itie s

I n c o m e  le v e l
M e tr o p ­
o lise s ,1 2

1,500,000
p o p u la ­

t io n
an d

over

L arge
c itie s ,
100,000

to
1,500,000
p o p u la ­

t io n

M id d le -  
s iz ed  
c it ie s ,  

25,000 to  
100,000 

p o p u la ­
t ion

S m all  
c it ie s ,  

2,500 to  
25,000 

p o p u la ­
t io n

N o n ­
farm  3

F arm

U n d e r  $250___ 703, 765 47, 885 94, 727 63,543 128,003 137, 567 232, 040 
858, 963$250-$500_____ 1, 950, 545 77, 468 203, 443 143, 236 258, 129 409, 306

$500-$750_____ 2,818, 654 144, 735 356, 471 246, 144 419, 513 543, 391 1,108, 400

$750-$1,000___ 3, 337,160 239, 333 490, 445 354, 908 565, 640 659, 790 1,027. 044
$1,000-*$1,250__ 3, 277,862 307,041 575, 727 361, 277 596, 027 644, 540 793, 250

$1,250-$1,500__ 2, 689, 634 308,117 496, 022 302, 523 451,406 529, 995 601,571
$1,500-$1,750__ 2, 255, 358 302,198 466, 650 251, 767 384, 661 416,492 433, 590 

297, 221$l,7 50-$2 .000__ 1 ,829,835 272, 917 422, 211 222,108 319,119 296, 259
$2,000-$2,250__ 1, 361, 403 221,113 321, 733 158, 791 238, 273 233,157 188,336
$2,250-$2,500__ 1,006, 568 164,053 255, 208 117,310 162, 249 155, 439 152,309

$2,500-$3,000— 1, 304, 010 238, 091 332,087 140, 029 214, 524 201, 352 177, 927
$3,000-$3,500__ 743, 559 133, 346 

80, 336
196, 578 81, 743 126, 685 

68,164
104, 462 100, 745 

59,883$3 ,500-$4,000__ 438, 428 125,829 43, 770 60,446
$4,000-$4,500__ 249,948 47,115 73,101 26, 254 34, 821 37, 262 31, 395
$4,500-$5,000__ 152, 647 26, 377 44,141 17,141 22, 098 25,858 17,032

$5,000-$7,500--- 322,950 60, 316 83,130 34,714 43,132 61, 943 39,715
$7,500-$10,000 _ _ 
$10,000 a n d

187, 060 44, 251 49, 579 15,788 23, 614 29, 594 24, 234

o v e r ------ -- 283, 791 92, 224 79, 626 26,543 23,683 38,812 22,903

A ll  l e v e ls ___ 24 ,913,177 2 ,806 ,916 4, 666, 708 2,607 ,589 4,079, 741 4 ,585 ,665 6,166, 558

1 E x c lu d e s  a ll  fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ire ct or w o r k  relief  (h o w e v e r  l it t le )  a t  a n y  t im e  
d u r in g  ye a r. F o r  fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p . 42.

2 M e tr o p o lis e s  o f  t h is  s iz e  are in  N o r th  C e n tra l R e g io n  o n ly  (N e w  Y o r k , C h ic ag o , 
P h ila d e lp h ia , a n d  D e tr o it ) .

3 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  c o m m u n itie s  w i th  p o p u la t io n  u n d er  2,500, a n d  fa m ilie s  
l iv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t o n  farm s.

[B a s is  for ta b le  10]

Ta bl e 1 0 B .— F r e q u e n c y  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s 1 i n  s e v e n

o c c u p a t i o n a l  g r o u p s 2 b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l , 1 9 3 5 - 3 6

F a m ilie s  in —

In c o m e  le v e l
W age -

e arn ing
group

F a r m ­
in g

g r o u p 3

C lerica l
g rou p

B u sin e s s  group P rofess ion a l
group

S ala ­

r ie d
I n d e ­

p e n d e n t
S ala ­

ried

I n d e ­
p e n d ­

e n t

U n d e r  $250_____ _ 280, 697 232, 040 17,710 1, 545 35,124 6,493 599
$250-$500________ 712, 252 858, 963 62, 218 3, 684 145,151 16, 403 1, 377
$500-$750________ 1,133, 992 1,108, 400 166, 746 14, 380 216, 255 30, 333 4, 248
$750-$1,000_______ 1,533, 853 1, 027, 044 333, 501 31, 780 250, 884 47, 036 8 ,71 3
$1,000-$1,250_____ 1, 543,175 793, 250 426, 946 56,371 293, 496 67, 407 17,422

$1,250-$1,500_ _ _ _ _ _ 1,199, 484 601, 571 435, 289 64, 723 232, 330 89, 832 15, 801
$1,500-$1,750_____ 926, 302 433, 590 441, 478 101, 111 214, 801 94, 511 13, 002
$l,7 50-$2 ,000_____ 699, 752 297, 221 399, 800 103, 375 181,611 104,179 16, 809
$2,000-$2,250_____ 450, 567 188, 336 341, 101 99, 274 149,140 98, 322 14,415
$2,250-$2,500_____ 301, 608 152, 309 256, 873 86,085 104,183 77,077 17, 718

$2,500-$3,000_____ 368,421 177, 927 322, 217 130, 848 147,450 105, 256 31,309
$3,000-$3,500_____ 159,137 100, 745 180, 624 101, 998 89,834 69, 435 27, 556
$3,500-$4,000_____ 79, 918 59, 883 97, 815 68, 234 56, 589 50, 962 17, 050
$4,000-$4,500_____ 35, 029 31, 395 60, 373 40,004 42, 693 28,019 14,786
$4,500-$5,000_ _ _ _ _ _ 15, 831 17,032 27, 369 27, 748 28, 096 19, 727 13,121

$5,000 a n d  o v e r___ 19, 259 86,852 66,165 181,454 185,010 84, 233 127,007

A ll le v e ls ___ 9,459, 277 6,166, 558 3, 626, 225 1,112, 614 2, 372, 647 989, 225 340, 933

1 E x c lu d e s  a l l  fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or  w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  l it t l e )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F o r  fu r the r  e x p la n a t io n , se e  p .  42.

2 F a m ilie s  ar e c lass if ie d  a c co r d in g  t o  o c c u p a tio n  from  w h ic h  la rg e st  a m o u n t  o f  fa m ily  
e ar n in gs  w a s  d e r iv e d , r ath e r  th a n  a c co r d in g  to  o c c u p a tio n  o f th e  p r in c ip a l e arner. 
F o r  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p p .  25 a n d  44.

3 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s liv in g  o n  far m s in  rural a reas  o n ly .

Tabl e  1 1 B .— F r e q u e n c y  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  w a g e - e a r n i n g  f a m i l i e s 1 

{ n o n r e l i e f ) 2 i n  f i v e  t y p e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y , b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l , 1 9 8 5 - 3 6

[B as is  for ta b le  12]

F a m ilie s  liv in g  in —

In c o m e  le v e l
A ll fam i ­

lie s

M e tr o p o ­
lise s ,  3 

1,500,000 

p o p u la ­
t io n  a n d  

ov er

L arge
c itie s ,

100.000 to
1.500.000  
p o p u la ­

t io n

M id d le -  
s iz ed  

c it ie s ,  
25,000 to  

100,000 
p o p u la ­

t io n

S m a ll 
c itie s , 

2,500 to  

25,000  
p o p u la ­

t io n

R u r a l
c o m ­

m u n itie s

U n d e r  $250_______ 280,697  
712,252

14,081 39,976 34,098 87,212 105, 330
$250-$500_________ 41,067 117,936 88, 293 164, 272 300, 684
$500-$750_________ 1,133, 992 85, 377 218, 618 175, 457 285, 043 369, 497
$750-$ l,000_ __ __ __ _ 1, 533,853 156, 764 317,855 250, 960 385, 370 422, 904 

376, 907$1,000-$1,250 _____ 1, 543,175 193, 737 332, 963 242, 646 396, 922

$1,250-$1,500______ 1,199, 484 196, 992 276, 468 183, 535 277, 649 264,840

$1,500-$1,750______ 926, 302 171, 299 236,168 141, 346 210,821 166, 668
$1 .750-$2,000______ 699, 752 140, 750 198, 826 106,139 163, 700 90, 337
$2,000-$2,250______ 450, 567 96, 928 127, 362 67, 600 107,168 51, 509
$2,250-$2,500_......... 301, 608 71,214 86, 380 43, 576 74, 960 25, 478

$2,50D-$3,000 _____ 368, 421 104, 913 109, 002 42, 818 81, 784 29, 904
$3,000-$3,500______ 159, 137 47, 758 47, 508 17, 050 38, 273 8, 548
$3,500-$4,000______ 79, 918 24, 647 25,158 7,377 19, 495 3, 241
$4,000-$4,500______ 35, 029 10, 542 10,923 3, 573 6, 780 3,211
$4,500-$5,000______ 15, 831 4,979 4,240 2, 635 2,722 1, 255

$5,000 a n d  o v e r .  __ 19,259 7,393 5, 760 2,472 3, 634

A ll  l e v e ls .  ___ 9, 459,277 1, 368, 441 2 ,155 ,143 1, 409, 575 2, 305, 805 2, 220, 313

1 F a m ilie s  a re  c lass if ie d  ac co r d in g  to  o c c u p a tio n  from  w h ic h  la r g e st  a m o u n t  o f  fam -  
i l y  e a r n in g s  w a s  d e r iv e d , r a th e r  th a n  a c co r d in g  to  o c c u p a tio n  o f t h e  p r in c ip a l  earn e r. 
F o r  fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , s e e  p p .  25 a n d  44.

2 E x c lu d e s  a l l  fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  l it t l e )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e ar . F or  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p . 42.

3 M etr o p o lise s  o f  th is  s iz e  are in  N o r th  C e ntra l R e g io n  o n ly  (N e w  Y o r k , C h ica go , 
P h ila d e lp h ia , a n d  D e tr o it ) .
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Ta bl e 1 2 B .— P e r c e n ta g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  f a m i l i e s 1 i n  f i v e  g e o g r a p h ic

r e g io n s ,2 b y  i n c o m e  le v e l ,  1 9 3 5 - 8 6

I n c o m e  le v e l
N e w

E n g la n d
reg ion

N o r th
C e n tra l
r eg ion

S o u th e r n
r e g ion

M o u n ­
ta in  a n d  

P la in s  
r eg io n

P a cific
reg ion

U n d e r  $250________________ 2 .1 3 .2 5 .3 6 .0 3 .2
$250-$500__________________ 5 .0 6 .9 17 .7 11 .5 6 .1
$500-$750__________________ 11.3 10.1 18.3 15 .5 9 .2

$750-$ !,000_ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 16 .3 14.7 14 .0 15.1 13 .4
$1,000-$1,250.................. ............. 16 .5 14.5 10 .2 11 .9 14 .6

$1,250-$1,500_______________ 11 .8 10 .9 7 .4 9 .0 10 .5
$1,500-$1,750_______________ 9 .1 8 .9 5 .9 7 .4 9 .6
$l,750-$2 ,000_______________ 7 .3 7 .3 4 .4 5 .8 8 .5
$2,000-$2,250_______________ 5 .2 5 .4 3 .5 4 .6 6 .5
$2,250-$2,500----------------------- 3 .5 4 .0 2 .7 2 .9 4 .3

$2,500-$3,000_______________ 3 .9 5 .1 3 .5 3 .8 5 .4
$3,000-$3,500_______________ 2 .1 2 .8 2 .2 2 .4 2 .7
$3,500-$4,000_______________ 1 .3 1 .6 1 .4 1 .2 1 .5
$4,000-$4,500_______________ .7 .9 .9 .7 1 .0
$4,500-$5,000_._ __ _ __________ .4 .5 .6 .4 .6

$5,000-$7,500_______________ 1 .0 1 .1 1 .2 1 .0 1 .0
$7,500-$10,000_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ 1 .0 .8 .4 .4 .8
$10,000-$25,000_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 .2 1 .1 .4 .4 .9
$25,000-$50,000_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ .2 .2 cj) .2
$50,000-$ 100,000_ __ __ __ __ __ __ .1 « (■)

$100,000 a n d  o v e r ----------------- « i? ) «

A ll  le v e ls ------------------- 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 • 100.0

1 In c lu d e s  b o th  r e lie f  a n d  n on r e lie f  fa m ilie s .
2 F or  lo c a tio n  o f c o m m u n itie s  in c lu d e d  in  sa m p le , see  c h a r t 10. F o r  d isc u ss io n  o f  

lim ita t io n s  o f  th e  r eg ion a l c o m p a riso n , see  p p .  18, 22-23, 54 a n d  57.
3 L e ss  th a n  0 .05 p e rc en t.

Ta bl e 1 3 B .— P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s 1 i n  f i v e  

g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s ,2 a n d  o f  r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s , l  b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l , 

1 9 8 5 - S 6

In c o m e  le v e l

N o n r e l ie f  fa m ilie s1 l iv in g  in —

R e lie f  
fa m il ie s 1N e w

E n g la n d
reg ion

N o r th
C e n tra l
region

S o u th ­
ern

r eg ion

M o u n ­
ta in  a n d  

P la in  
r eg ion

P a cific
reg ion

U n d e r  $250_______ 1 .1 1 .9 4 .3 5 .5 2 .1 10 .2
$250-$500_________ 3 .5 4 .3 15 .3 7 .6 4 .2 23 .7
$500-$750_________ 8 .4 8 .5 17.4 11 .6 7 .6 21 .9
$750-$1,000_ _ _ _ _ _ __ 14 .6 13 .2 13.8 13 .8 11. 2 21 .0
$1 ,000-$1,250........... . 16 .2 14 .2 10 .5 12 .9 14.1 13 .5

$1 ,250-$1,500______ 13 .3 12.1 8 .0 10 .8 11 .5 3 .9
$1,500-$1,750______ 10 .3 10 .2 6 .5 8 .9 10.'9 2 .0
$l,7 50-$2 ,000______ 8 .3 8 .4 4 .9 7 .0 9 .7 1 .5
$2,000-$2,250______ 6 .0 6 .1 3 .9 5 .4 7 .4 1 .3
$2,250-$2,500__......... 4 .0 4 .6 3 .1 3 .6 4 .9 .8

$2,500-$3,000______ 4 .7 6 .0 4 .1 4 .7 6 .2 .2
$3 ,000-$3,500______ 2 .5 3 .3 2 .5 3 .0 3. 1
$3 ,500-$4,000______ 1 .5 1 .9 1 .7 1 .5 1 .8
$4,000-$4,500______ .8 1 .0 1 .0 .9 1 .1
$4 ,500-$5,000______ .5 .6 .7 . 5 . 7

$5,000-$7,500______ 1 .3 1 .3 1 .4 1 .3 1 .2
$7,500-$10,000_____ 1 .2 .9 .4 .5 1 .0
$10,000-$25,000____ 1 .5 1 .2 .5 . 5 1 .1
$25 000-150 000____ .2 .2 ( 1 2 3) ( 3) . 2

S
!

6
»

- 

O
 ■ 

P
 ■ 

o
 ■ 

3 O
 i

.1 . 1 ( 3) ( 3) ( 3)

$100,000 a n d  o v e r . . . « « « ( ? )

A ll  le v e ls ___ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1 T h e  r e lie f  g r ou p  in c lu d e s  a l l  fa m ilie s r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e lief  (h o w ev e r  
l it t l e )  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . T h e  n o n r e lie f  g r o u p  in c lu d e s  a ll o th er  fam ilie s . F or  
fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , s e e  p .  42.

2 F o r  lo c a tio n  o f c o m m u n itie s  in c lu d e d  in  sa m p le , se e  c h a rt 10. F o r  d isc u ss io n  o f 
l im ita t io n s  o f  th e  r egional c om p a rison , se e  p p .  18, 22-23, 54 a n d  57.

3 L e ss  th a n  0.05 p e rc en t.

Ta bl e 1 4 B . — P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  1 i n  

l a r g e  c i t i e s  ( 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o  1 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n )  i n  j i v e  g e o g r a p h i c  

r e g i o n s , 2 b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l , 1 9 8 5 - 8 6

In c o m e  le v e l
N e w

E n g la n d
region

N o r th
C e n tra l
region

S ou th er n
reg ion

M o u n ­
ta in  a n d  

P la in s  
r eg ion

P ac ific
r eg ion

U n d e r  $ 2 5 0 - ___ __________ 1 .6 1 .5 3 .2 1.4 2 .0
$250-$500__________________ 4 .8 2 .7 7 .7 2 .8 3 .9
$500-$750____ ____ _________ 9 .3 5 .7 11 .2 6 .4 6 .8
$750-$1,000_ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ 13.6 9 .7 10.8 10.8 10 .4
$1 ,000-$1,250....................... ........ 15 .4 12 .5 9 .6 13 .5 13 .9

$1,250-$1,500__ _____ ______ 11 .9 11 .6 8 .0 10 .7 11.1
$1,500-$1,750____ _____ _____ 9 .5 10.8 8 .3 10.3 10.8
$1,750-$2,000_______________ 8 .2 9 .7 7 .5 8 .5 10 .2
$2 ,000-$2,250_______________ 5 .4 7 .2 6 .3 7 .7 7 .7
$2 ,250-$2,500_______________ 3 .6 5 .6 6 .1 5.1 5 .4

$2,500-$3,000________ ______ 4 .8 7 .7 7 .0 7 .5 7 .0
$3 ,000-$3,500________ _____ 2 .7 4 .7 4 .6 4 .5 3 .2
$3,500-$4,000_______________ 1 .7 2 .7 3 .6 2 .9 1 .9
$4 ,000-$4,500_______________ .9 1 .6 1 .9 2 .0 1 .3
$4,500-$5,000________ ______ .5 .9 1 .3 1.0 . 7

$5,000-$7,500....... . ...................... 1 .3 1 .9 2 .1 2 .7 1.1
$7,500-$10,000______________ 1.8 1 .4 .4 .6 .9
$10,000 a n d  o v e r ____________ 3 .0 2 .1 .4 1 .6 1 .7

A ll  le v e ls .......................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1 E x c lu d e s  a l l  fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  l i t t le )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F or  fu r th e r e x p la n a tio n , see  p . 42.

2 F or lo c a tio n  o f c o m m u n itie s  in c lu d e d  in  sa m p le ,  se e  c h a rt 10. F or  d isc u ss io n  o f  
l im ita t io n s  o f  th e  r e gion a l c o m p a rison , see  p p .  18, 22-23, 54 a n d  57.

Ta bl e 1 5 B . — P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  1 i n  

m i d d l e - s i z e d  c i t i e s  { 2 5 , 0 0 0  t o  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n )  i n  f i v e  g e o g r a ­

p h i c  r e g i o n s ,2 b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l ,  1 9 8 5 - 8 6

In c o m e  le v e l
N e w

E n g la n d
reg ion

N o r th
C e n tra l
r eg ion

S ou th er n
reg ion

M o u n ta in
an d

P la in s
reg ion

P ac ific
reg ion

U n d e r  $250 . ................ . ........ . 1 .1 1 .6 5 .8 0 .8 2 .1
$250-$500__________________ 3 .7 4 .0 11 .2 3 .1 4 .0
$500-$750__________________ 8 .6 8 .6 13.2 6 .7 7 .6
$750-$1,000.... ........ ........ ........ . 16 .2 14 .7 10 .4 9 .3 12 .5
$1,000-$1,250_________ _ _ __ _ _ 16 .2 15.1 8 .8 12.0 16 .6

$1,250-$1,500....... ........................ 13 .9 12 .5 7 .0 14 .7 12 .7
$1,500-$1,750—......... . ............... . 10.1 10.1 7 .4 11.9 10 .9
$l,750-$2 ,000_______________ 8 .6 8 .7 7 .5 11.2 9. 1
$2 ,000-$2,250__________ _____ 6 .1 6 .2 5 .3 8 .0 6 .7
$2,250-$2,500_______________ 3 .9 4 .6 4 .3 6 .2 4 .6

$2 ,500-$3,000............................... 4 .5 5 .3 5 .7 6 .6 5 .6
$3,000-$3,500_______________ 2 .5 2 .7 4 .4 3 .7 3 .2
$3,500—$4,000_______________ 1 .1 1 .5 2 .4 1.9 1 .3
$4,000-$4,500_______________ .6 .9 1.6 1 .0 .8
$4,500-$5,000............ . ................. . 5 .6 .9 .6 .4

$5 ,000-$7,500__ _____ ______ .7 1.1 2 .6 1.1 .7
$7,500-$10,000________ _____ .6 .7 .5 .6 . 6
$10,000 a n d  o v e r ....... .......... ....... 1 .1 1.1 1 .0 .6 . 6

A ll l e v e ls ......... ............. 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0

1 E x c lu d e s  a l l  fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  l i t t le )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F or  fu r th e r e x p la n a t io n , see  p .  42.

2 F or  lo ca tio n  o f c o m m u n it ie s  in c lu d e d  in  sa m p le ,  se e  c h a r t 10. F or  d isc u ss io n  o f  
lim ita t io n s  o f  th e  r e gion a l c o m p a riso n , se e  p p . 18, 22-23, 54 a n d  57.
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Ta bl e 1 6 B .— P e r c e n ta g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  1 i n

s m a l l  c i t i e s  (2 , 5 0 0  to  2 5 , 0 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n )  i n  f i v e  g e o g r a p h ic

r e g io n s ,2 b y  i n c o m e  le v e l ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

In c o m e  le v e l
N e w

E n g la n d
r eg ion

N o r th
C e n tra l
region

S o u th e r n
r eg ion

M o u n ­
ta in  a n d  

P la in s  
r eg ion

P a cific
r eg io n

U n d e r  $250________________ 0 .6 2 .7 5 .9 1 .2 1 .7
$250-$50Q__________________ 1 .6 4 .9 12 .4 3 .5 3 .2
$500-$750__________________ 6 .9 9 .6 14. 7 7 .9 6 .4
$750-$1,000_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ 14 .3 15 .4 12 .4 12 .3 10.1
$1,000-$1,250_______________ 17 .0 15 .4 12 .3 14 .4 14 .8

$1,250-$1,500_______________ 14 .2 11 .6 8 .7 11 .0 11 .7
$1,500-$1,750_______________ 10.1 10 .0 7 .0 11 .2 11 .7
$1.,750-$2,000_______________ 7 .8 8 .3 5 .8 8 .6 10 .5
$2,000-$2,250_______________ 6 .3 5 .8 4 .5 7 .7 8 .3
$2,250-$2,500_______________ 4 .4 4 .1 3 .0 4 .6 5. 4

$2 ,500-$3,000_______________ 4 .7 5 .1 5 .0 6 .6 6 .4
$3,000-$3,500_______________ 2 .4 3 .1 2 .6 4 .9 4 .1
$3,500-$4,000_______________ 2 .5 1 .4 1 .8 1 .7 1 .8
$4,000-$4,500_______________ .6 .7 1 .1 1 .2 1 .2
$4,500-$5,000_______________ .7 .4 .6 .7 .7

$5,000-$7,500_______________ 1 .7 .8 1.1 1 .5 1 .2
$7,500-$10,000______________ 1 .5 .5 .4 .6 . 5
$10,000 a n d  o v e r ------------------ 2 .7 .2 .7 .4 .3

A ll  le v e ls _____________ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1 E x c lu d e s  a ll fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w ev e r l i t t le )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F or  fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , see  p .  42.

2 F o r  lo c a tio n  o f c o m m u n itie s  in c lu d e d  in  sa m p le , see  c h art 10. F o r  d isc u ss ion  o f 
lim ita t io n s  o f  th e  reg ion a l c o m p a rison , see  p p . 18, 22-23, 54 a n d  57. 1 2 3

Ta bl e 1 7 B .— P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  r u r a l  n o n f a r m  f a m i l i e s  1 
( n o n r e l i e f  ) 2 i n  j i v e  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s ,8 b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l ,  1 9 3 5 - 8 6

In c o m e  le v e l
N e w

E n g la n d
region

N o r th
C e n tr a l
r eg ion

S ou th er n
region

M o u n ­
ta in  a n d  

P la in s  
r eg ion

P ac ific
reg ion

U n d e r  $250------------  - -  - - - 0 .7 2 .0 5 .0 1 .4 1 .8
$250-$500__________________ 2 .2 6 .8 13 .9 5 .2 4 .4
$500-$750__________________ 6 .1 12 .0 13.1 1 2 .0 8 .1
$750-$ l,00 0_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ 13.1 17 .7 11 .4 14. 1 12 .0
$1,000-$! ,250_______________ 15.3 17 .6 10 .4 12 .5 14 .4

$1,250-$1.500_______________ 15; 2 12 .6 9 .3 13 .2 12 .7
$1,500-$1,750_______________ 11.7 8 .8 8 .1 10 .7 12.3
$1,750-$2,000_______________ 9 .4 5 .9 5 .5 8 .3 10.1
$2,000-$2,250_______________ 7 .2 4 .5 5 .0 5 .5 7 .2
$2,250-$2,500_______________ 4 .3 2 .9 3 .5 4 .1 3 .9

$2,500-$3,000_______________ 5 .2 3 .5 4 .8 5 .5 5 .7
$3 ,000-$3,500_______________ 3 .3 1 .6 2 .9 2 .4 1 .9
$3 ,500-$4,000_______________ 1 .1 .8 1 .9 1 .5 1 .2
$4,000-$4,500_______________ 1 .5 .5 1 .1 .8 .6
$4,500-$5,000_______________ .6 .3 .9 .4 .5

$5,000-$7,500_______________ 1 .8 .8 2 .0 1 .0 1 .1
$7,500-$10,000______________ .5 .6 .7 .5 .7
$10,000 a n d  o v e r ------- ----------- .8 1.1 .5 .9 1 .4

A ll  le v e ls -------- ----------- 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  c o m m u n itie s  w ith  p o p u la t io n  u n d e r 2,500, a n d  fa m ilie s  

liv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t o n  farm s.
2 E x c lu d e s  a l l  fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or  w o r k  r e l ie f  (h o w e v e r  l i t t le )  a t  a n y  

t im e  d u r in g  y e ar . F or  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , see  p .  42.
3 F or  lo c a tio n  o f c o m m u n itie s  in c lu d e d  in  sam p le, see  c h art 10. F o r  d isc u ss ion  o f  

lim ita t io n s  o f  th e  r egion a l c om p a rison , see  p p . 18, 22-23, 54 a n d  57.

Ta bl e 1 8 B .— P e r c e n ta g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  f a r m  f a m i l i e s  1 { n o n ­

r e l i e f )  2 i n  j i v e  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g io n s ,3 b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l , 1 9 8 5 - 3 6

In c o m e  le v e l

N e w
E n g -
la n d

region

N o r th
C en tra l
region

S o u th e r n  region M o u n ­
ta in
a n d

P la in s
reg ion

P a cific
region

T o ta l
O per ­

a tors  4

Share- 
c ro p ­
p e rs  4

U n d e r  $250__________ 1 .2 2 .2 3 .4 1 .8 8 .5 13 .1 3 .3
$250-$500____________ 5 .2 5 .5 2 0 .7 15 .4 3 7 .9 13 .9 6 .0
$500-$750____________ 12 .6 11 .3 2 3 .8 2 1 .6 30 .4 15 .9 10 .8
$7 50-$ l,000__________ 17.4 16.1 17 .4 18 .4 13 .9 16. 2 13 .7
$1,000-$1,250_________ 18 .5 15 .8 10 .7 12 .4 5 .3 12 .5 1 2 .0

$1,250-$1,500_________ 10 .6 1 3 .5 7 .3 8 .9 2 .5 8 .2 10 .6
$1,500-$1,750_________ 11.6 10 .4 4 .7 5 .8 1 .0 5 .4 8 .6
$l,750-$2 ,000_________ 7 .0 7 .4 2 .9 3 .7 .5 3 .8 7 .4
$2,000-$2,250 5. 0 4 .3 1 .9 2 .5 3 .0 5. 6
$2,250-$2,500 4 .4 3 .9 1.4 1 .8 1 .9 3 .9

$2,500-$3,000_____ 3. 5 4 .2 1 .9 2 .5 2 .0 4 .8
$3*000-$3’500 1 .0 2 .2 1 .1 1 .5 1 .8 3 .1
$3,500-$4,000 .4 1 .4 .7 .9 .7 2 .2
$4,000-$4,500 .4 .5 .5 .6 .3 1 .3
$4,500-$5,000 . 1 .2 .3 .4 .2 .9

$5,000-$7,500 ............. __ .3 .6 .6 .8 .8 1 .7
$7,500-$10,000 _ .8 .4 .2 .3 .3 2 .3

. 1 .5 .7 1 .8

A ll l e v e ls . .......... . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s l iv in g  o n  far m s in  ru ra l areas o n ly .
2 E x clu d e s  a ll fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or  w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  l it t l e )  a t a n y  

t im e  d u r in g  ye ar . F or  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , see  p .  42.
3 F or lo c a tio n  o f c o m m u n itie s  in c lu d e d  in  sa m p le ,  se e  c h a rt 10. F or  d iscu ss ion  
of lim ita t io n s  o f  t h e  r eg ion a l c o m p a riso n , s e e  p p . 18, 22-23, 54 a n d  57.
‘ F o r  d e fin it io n s  o f  op erator a n d  sh ar ec rop p e r, se e  fo o tn o te  11, p .  4 3 .

Ta bl e 1 9 B . — P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  w a g e - e a r n i n g  f a m i l i e s  1 
{ n o n r e l i e f ) 2, i n  j i v e  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s ,3 b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l ,  1 9 8 5 —3 6

In c o m e  le v e l
N e w

E n g la n d
region

N o r th
C e n tra l
region

S ou th e rn
reg ion

M o u n ta in  
a n d  P la in s  

region

P acific
region

U n d e r  $250________ 0 .6 1 .3 8 .4 1 .4 1 .2
$250-$500_________ 3 .2 4 .3 18 .6 6 .0 3 .8
$500-$750_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ 9 .4 9 .6 19 .4 13 .1 8 .4
$7 50-$ l,000________ 18.4 16 .5 15 .0 18 .1 1 3 .8
$1,000-$1,250_ __ __ __ 19 .9 17 .4 11 .4 1 6 .5 1 8 .7

$1,250-$1,500_______ 16 .0 13 .7 7 .9 14 .8 14 .6
$1,500—$1,750_ __ __ __ 10 .6 10.8 6 .3 10 .8 1 2 .5
$l,750-$2 ,000_ __ __ __ 8 .6 8 .3 4 .3 6 .6 10 .4
$2,000-$2,250_______ 5 .1 5 .4 2 .7 4 .8 6 .3
$2,250-$2,500_ __ __ __ 3 .0 3 .8 1 .9 2 .6 3 .5

$2,500-$3,000_ __ __ __ 2 .7 4 .8 2 .2 3 .0 4 .4
$3,000-$3,500_ __ __ __ 1 .3 2 .1 .8 1 .6 1 .4
$3,500-$4,000_ __ __ __ .7 1 .0 .7 .5 .4
$4,000-$4,500_ __ __ __ .3 .5 .2 .1 . 3
$4 ,500-$5,000______ .1 .2 .1 .1 .1

$5,000 a n d  o v e r ____ .1 .3 .1 « . 2

A ll  le v e ls ____ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1 F a m ilie s  are c lass if ie d  ac co rd in g  to  o c c u p a tio n  from  w h ic h  la rg e st  a m o u n t  o f  
fa m ily  e arn in gs  w a s  d e riv e d , r ath e r th a n  ac co rd in g  to  o c cu p a tio n  o f th e  p r in c ip a l 
earner. F or  fur th e r e x p la n atio n , see  p p . 25 a n d  44.

2 E x c lu d e s  a ll fam ilie s  r ec eiv in g  a n y  d ire ct or w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  l it t l e )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  ye ar . F or  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , see  p .  42.

3 F or  lo ca tio n  o f c o m m u n it ie s  in c lu d e d  in  sa m p le , se e  c h a rt 10. F or  d isc u ss io n  of 

lim it a t io n s  o f  th e  re g io na l c o m p a rison , see  p p . 18, 22-23, 54 a n d  57.
* L e ss  th a n  0.05 p e rc en t.



1 0 0 N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

Tabl e 20B.— P e r c e n ta g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  w h i t e  a n d  N e g r o  f a r m

a n d  r u r a l  n o n f a r m  f a m i l i e s  1 (n o n r e l i e f ) 2 i n  t h e  S o u t h , 3 b y

i n c o m e  l e v e l ,  1 9 8 5 - 3 6

Ta bl e 22B.— P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  w h i t e 1 a n d  N e g r o  f a m i l i e s  

(n o n r e l i e f ) 2 i n  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  m e t r o p o l i s e s  a n d  l a r g e  c i t i e s  3 b y  
i n c o m e  l e v e l , 1 9 8 5 - 3 6

In c o m e  le v e l

F a r m  fam ilie s
R u r al n on far m

W h ite N e gro fam ilie s  1

T o ta l O per ­
a tor s 4

Share- 
c rop ­
p e rs  4

T o ta l O per ­
a tors  4

Share- 
c rop ­
p e rs  4

W h ite N e gr o

U n d e r  $250 __ _  ____ 1 .0 0 .7 2 .6 8 .5 5 .4 12 .4 0 .8 21 .6
$250-$500___________ 12 .5 10 .2 27 .0 38 .4 33 .0 45 .1 5 .0 48 .4
$500-$750___________ 21 .7 19.5 34 .7 28 .5 29 .3 27 .6 11 .6 19 .3
$750-$1,000_ __ __ __ __ _ 19.1 19 .0 19 .4 13.7 16.5 10.3 12.9 5 .6
$1,000-$1,250.... ............. 13 .3 14.1 8 .4 5 .1 6 .5 3 .2 12 .4 2 .7

$1,250-$1,500_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ 9 .4 10.1 4 .8 3 .0 4 .7 .9 11 .5 .9
$1,500-$1,750_ __ __ __ __ 6. 1 6 .8 2 .0 1 .5 2. 4 .4 10. 1 .3
$ l,750-$2 ,000________ 3 .9 4 .4 1 .1 .8 1 .3 .1 6 .9 .3
$2,000-$2,250_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ 2. 6 3 .1 .3 . 5 6 .2 . 1
$2'250-$2,500_ __ __ __ __ 2 .0 2 .3 . 1 .2 4 .4 .3

$2,500-$3,000________ 2 .8 3 .2 .1 .1 5 .9 . 3

$3,000-$3,500________ 1 .6 1 .9 (5) . 1 3. 6 . 1
$3  ̂500-$4’000________ 1 .0 1 .1 (5) (5) 2. 3 . 1
$4,000-$4,500__......... . .7 .8 (5) (5) 1. 3 ( 5 )

$4,500-$5,000________ .4 .5 (5) («) 1.1 ( 5 )

$5,000-$7,500 . 9 1. 0 ( 5 ) ( 5 )

$7,500-$10,000_ __ __ __ _ . 3 .4 0 (5) .9 ( 5 )

.7 . 9 . 6 0

A ll  le v e ls  — ___ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1 T h e  r u ra l n o n fa r m  gr ou p  in c lu d e s  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  c o m m u n it ie s  w ith  p o p u la t io n  
u n d e r 2,500, a n d  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t o n  farm s.

2 E x c lu d e s  a ll  fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or  w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  li tt le )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e ar . F or  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p .  42.

3 F or  lo c a tio n  o f c o m m u n it ie s  in c lu d e d  in  sa m p le , se e  c h a rt 10. F o r  d isc u ss io n  o f 
lim it a t io n s  o f  th e  sa m p le  d a t a ,  see  p p .  18, 54, a n d  57.

4 F o r  d e fin it io n s  o f  op e ra tor  an d  sh ar ec rop p e r, se e  fo o tn o te  11, p . 43.
6 L e ss  th a n  0.05 p e rc en t.

Ta bl e 21B.— P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  w h i t e  a n d  N e g r o  f a m i l i e s  

( n o n r e l i e f ) 1 i n  t h r e e  s i z e s  o f  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  S o u t h , 2 b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l , 

1 9 3 5 - 3 6

In c o m e  le v e l

M etr op o lise s ,
1,500,000 p o p u la tio n  a n d  ov er

L arge  c it ie s ,  
100,000 to  1,500,000 

p o p u la tio n

N a t iv e  
w h ite  1

F or eig n -  
born  

w h ite  1
N e g ro W h ite N e g r o

U n d e r  $250-______ 1 .4 2 .0 2 .1 1. 5
$250-$500________ 2 .0 3 .7 4 .5 2. 6
$500-$750_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ 3 .8 6 .3 12 .0 5. 4
$750-$1,000 6 .0 10 .8 19 .7 9 .1
$1,000~$1,250- 9 .0 12 .7 19.3 12 .2 21. 6

$1,250-$1,500___ 9 .3 12 .9 13 .5 11 .6
$1,500-$1,750______ 10 .2 11 .5 9 .9 10 .9
$ l,750-$2 ,000-- 9 .8 9 .9 6 .6 9 .9
$2,000-12,250_______ 8 .8 7 .0 4 .7 7 .4
$2,250-$2,500______ 6 .5 5 .3 2 .9 5 .7 1 .9

$2,500-$3,00Q_ __ __ __ 9 .7 7 .5 2 .2 8 .0
$3 ,000-$3,500____ 5 .6 3 .9 1 .5 4 .8
$3,500—$4,000-- 3 .3 2 .6 .4 2 .8 . 3
$4 ,000-$4,500___ 2.1 1 .3 . 2 1. 6
$4,500-$5,000____ 1 .3 .5 .1 .9 w  -1

$5,000-$7,500_ __ __ __ 3 .1 1.1 .2 2 .0
$7,500-$10,000______ 2 .5 .5 .2 1 .4
$10,000 a n d  o v e r___ 5 .6 .5 « 2 .2 «

A ll  le v e ls —  . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

i F or  e x p la n a tio n  o f n a t iv e  w h ite  a n d  foreign-born  w h ite  c lass if ic a tio n , se e  p  43 
3 E x c lu d e s  a l l  fa m il ie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or  w o r k  r e l ie f  (h o w ev e r li tt le )  a t  a n y  

t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F o r  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p .  42.
3 F or lo c a tio n  o f c o m m u n itie s  in c lu d e d  in  sa m p le ,  see  c h a rt 10. F or d isc u ss io n  of 

l im ita t io n s  o f  th e  sa m p le  d a ta , see  p p .  18, 54, a n d  57.
4 L e ss th a n  0.05 p e rc en t.

Ta bl e 23B.— P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  s i n g l e  m e n  a n d  s i n g l e  

w o m e n , 1 b y  i n c o m e  l e v e l ,  1 9 3 5 - 8 6

In c o m e  le v e l

L arge  c itie s , 
100,000 p o p u la tio n  

a n d  over

M id d le -s iz e d  c it ies , 
25,000 to  100,000 

p o p u la tio n

S m a ll c itie s , 
2,500 to  25,000 

p o p u la tio n

W h ite N e g r o W h ite N e g r o W h it e N e g ro

U n d e r  $250_______ 1 .6 9 .6 2 .4 15 .5 1 .2 2 3 .6
$250-$500_________ 3 .5 2 4 .3 3 .9 3 1 .7 5 .6 37 .9
$500-$750_________ 7 .7 25 .0 7 .8 2 8 .3 12 .2 2 3 .8
$ 7 50-$ l,00 0_ _ _ _ _ _ __ 8 .8 18.8 9 .7 12.5 13 .7 7 .5
$1 ,000-$1,250______ 9 .6 9 .4 9 .8 5 .7 14 .8 3 .4

$1 ,250-$1,500______ 8 .7 5 .0 8 .7 2 .1 10 .7 1 .2
$1,500-$1,750______ 9 .4 3 .5 9 .5 1 .6 8 .5 1.1
$l,7 50-$2 ,000______ 9 .1 1 .2 9 .7 .9 7 .2 .3
$2,000-$2,250______ 7 .6 1.1 7 .0 .6 5 .7 .3
$2 ,250-$2,500______ 7 .5 .7 5 .6 .6 3 .7 .5

$2 ,500-$3,000______ 8 .6 .7 7 .6 .3 6 .2 .3
$3 ,000-$3,500______ 5 .7 .3 6 .0 .1 3 .3 . 1
$3 ,500-$4,000______ 4 .5 .1 3 .3 . 1 2 .2 (1 2 3)
$4,000-$4,500______ 2 .4 .2 2 .2 0 1 .4 (3)
$4 ,500-$5,000______ 1 .7 0 1 .3 0 .8 0

$5,000-$7,500.... ........ 2 .6 .1 3 .5 0 L 4 (3)
$7,500-$10,000_____ .5 (?) .6 0 .5
$10,000 a n d  o v e r ___ .5 « 1 .4 0 .9

A ll le v e ls . 100 .0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1 E x c lu d e s  a ll  fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or  w o r k  r e lief  (h o w ev e r l i tt le )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F o r  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p . 42.

2 F o r  lo c a tio n  o f c o m m u n it ie s  in c lu d e d  in  sa m p le ,  se e  c h art 10. F or  d isc u ss io n  of 
l im ita t io n s  o f  th e  sa m p le  d a t a ,  s e e  p p . 18, 54, a n d  57.

3 L e ss  th a n  0 .05  pe rc en t.

In c o m e  le v e l S in g le  m e n S in g le  w o m e n

U n d e r  $ 2 5 0 .___ 9 .5

13 .6  
15 .8
15.4
12 .6

10.5
6 .5  
4 .7
3 .3
2 .4

2 .0  
1 .3  

. 7

$250-$500__________ 1 n i
$500-$750_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _
$7 50-$ l,000_________
$1,000-$1,250______

$1,250-$1,500______
$1,500-$1,750_______
$1,750-$2,000______
$2,000-$2,250_____
$ 2 ,2 5 0 -$ 2 ,5 0 0 ___

$2,50O-$3,C00_______
$3,000-$3,500________
$3,500-$4,000______
$4,000-$4,500_____
$4,500-$5,000_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _

$5,000-17,500
$7,500-$10,000_____
$10,00&-$25,000
$25,000-$50,000 _ ! l

0

0

. 1
$50,000-$100,000

$100,000 a n d  o v e r . .

A ll l e v e ls .__ 100.0

1 In c lu d e s  b o th  r e lie f  a n d  n on r e lie f  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls . F or  d e fin it io n  o f s in g le
in d iv id u a ls ,  s e e  p .  40. s

2 L e ss  th a n  0.05 p e rc en t.



C o n s u m e r  I n c o m e s 1 0 1

Tabl e  2 4 B .— N u m b e r  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  1 i n  s i x  t y p e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h i n  f i v e  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s ,  1 9 3 5 —8 6

T y p e  o f  c o m m u n it y A ll  r eg ion s N e w  E n g la n d  
region

N o r th  C e n tra l  
region S o u th er n  region M o u n ta in  a n d  

P la in s  re g io n P a c ific  reg ion

M e tr o p o lise s , 1,500,000 p o p u la tio n  a n d  o v e r . .............. .......... ................. ............ 2 ,806 ,916  
4, 666, 708 
2,607, 589 
4,079, 741

2 ,806 ,916  
2,073, 631 
1,393, 917 
2,051, 428

L arge  c it ie s , 100,000 to  1,500,000 p o p u la t io n ................. ........................ ................. 482,634  

366,018  
362,117

1,149, 292 
572.064  

1,059, 967

180,397  
97,380  

281, 921

780, 754 
178, 210 
324,308

M id d le -s iz e d  c it ie s ,  25,000 to  100,000 p o p u la tio n ............................... ....................

14,160, 954 1, 210, 769 8,325, 892 2, 781, 323 559, 698 1, 283, 272

4, 585, 665 
6,166, 558

254,805  
146, 001

1,881,226  
2,127, 999

1, 737, 561 
3 ,097 ,183

406, 950 
544, 290

305,123  
251,085F a r m s_____________________  .  __________ _  ____________  ____

10, 752, 223 400, 806 4,009, 225 4,834 , 744 951, 240 556, 208

24 ,913 ,177 1, 611, 575 12, 335, 117 7, 616, 067 1, 510,938 1,839, 480

1 E x c lu d e s  a l l  fam ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or  w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  l it t le )  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F or  fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p .  42.
2 I n c lu d e s  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  c o m m u n it ie s  w i t h  p o p u la t io n  u n d e r 2,500, a n d  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t o n  farm s.

Tabl e  2 5 B . — P e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s ,  1 b y  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e g i o n ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

P er c e n ta g e  d is tr ib u tio n s  b y  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity P er c e n ta g e  d is tr ib u t io n s  b y  region

T y p e  o f  c o m m u n ity
A ll

r eg ion s

N e w
E n g la n d

region

N o r th
C e n tr a l
region

S o u th er n
region

M o u n ­
ta in  a n d  

P la in s  
reg ion

P a cific
reg ion

A ll
r egion s

N e w
E n g la n d

region

N o r th
C e n tr a l
region

S o u th er n
reg ion

M o u n ­
ta in  a n d  

P la in s  
reg ion

P ac ific
region

M etr o p o lise s :
11 .3 2 2 .8 100.0 100.0

Larsre c it ie s :
100.000 to  1,500,000 p o p u la t io n . ___  _ _ 18 .7 2 9 .9 16. 8 15.1 11.9 4 2 .5 100.0 10.3 44. 5 24. 6 3 .9 16 .7

M id d le -s iz e d  cities -
25,000 to  100,000 p o p u la tio n  _ __________ 10 .4 2 2 .7 11.3 7 .5 6 .4 9 .7 100.0 14 .1 53 .5 21 .9 3 .7 6 .8

S m a ll c it ies :
2,500 to  25,000 p o p u la t io n _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _______ 16 .4 22 .5 16 .6 1 3 .9 18 .7 17 .6 100.0 8 .9 50 .3 26 .0 6 .9 7. 9

A ll  ur b an  c o m m u n it ie s ________________ 56 .8 75 .1 6 7 .5 36 .5 3 7 .0 6 9 .8 100.0 8 .5 5 8 .8 19 .6 4 .0 9 .1

R u r a l n on far m  c o m m u n itie s  1 2_ .  ........... 18.4 15 .8 15.3 22 .8 27 .0 16 .6 100.0 5 .6 41 .0 3 7 .9 8 .9 6 .6
F a r m s_______  _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _  . .  ---- 2 4 .8 9 .1 17 .2 4 0 .7 36 .0 13 .6 100.0 2 .4 34 .5 50 .2 8 .8 4 .1

A ll  ru ra l c o m m u n it ie s ________ _________ 43. 2 24 .9 32 .5 63 .5 63 .0 3 0 .2 100.0 3 .7 37 .3 4 5 .0 8 .8 5 2

A ll  c o m m u n it ie s ____ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _ 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 6 .5 49 .5 30 .5 6 .1 7 .4

1 E x c lu d e s  a l l  fa m ilie s  r ec e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or  w o r k  r e lief  (h o w e v e r  l i t t le )  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  ye a r. F o r  fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p . 42.
2 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  c o m m u n it ie s  w i t h  p o p u la t io n  u n d e r  2,500, a n d  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t o n  farm s.

Tabl e  2 6 B . — N u m b e r  o f  r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  1 i n  s i x  t y p e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h i n  f i v e  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

T y p e  o f c o m m u n ity A ll  reg ion s N e w  E n g ­
la n d  region

N o r th  C e n ­
tr a l reg ion

S o u th er n
reg ion

M o u n t a in  
a n d  P la in s  

reg ion

P ac ific
reg ion

M e tro p o lises :
488, 184 488,184

L arge  c it ie s:
100,000 to  1,500,000 p o p u la t io n . .........  . . . ---- --  . . .  - ----------------------------  _ 912, 622 92,199 462, 027 205,461 36,895 116,040-

M id d le -s iz e d  c it ies :
25 ,00 0to  100,000 p o p u la t io n ---- ------ -------------------  ---------------- ------------------------- 582,841 95,183 300, 706 105,579 31, 359 50, 014

S m a ll  c it ies :
2,500 to  25,000 p o p u la tio n ----  _ ----------- ------- ---------------------------------------------- 808 ,482 77,476 455,847 150,797 87, 656 36, 706

A ll u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s --------------------------- --  ------------- ------ ------------------------- 2, 792, 129 264, 858 1, 706, 764 461,837 155, 910 202, 760

R u r a l n on far m  c o m m u n itie s  2---- --------------------------------------------------- ------- -------- 1, 094, 305 67, 203 497, 062 344.952 106, 746 78, 342
600, 646 8,236 62, 762 389, 006 118, 297 22, 345

A ll  rural c o m m u n it ie s_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  .  _ _ ------- --------- ------ -----------------------  - - 1, 694, 951 75, 439 559,824 733, 958 225, 043 100,687

A ll c o m m u n it ie s ________  .  -------------------- ------- --------------- ------ -----------  - 4, 487, 080 340, 297 2, 266, 588 1,195, 795 380, 953 303, 447

1 In c lu d e s  a ll fam ilie s  r ec e iv in g  a n y  d ire ct or w o r k  re lie f  (h o w ev e r l i t t le )  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  y e ar . F or  fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p . 42.
2 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  c o m m u n it ie s  w i t h  p o p u la t io n  u n d e r 2,500, a n d  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t o n  farm s.



1 0 2 N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

Ta bl e 2 7 B .— P e r c e n ta g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s , 1 b y  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e g io n ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

T y p e  o f c o m m u n ity

P e r ce n tag e  d is tr ib u tio n s  b y  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity P e r ce n tag e  d is tr ib u tio n s  b y  region

A ll
r egion s

N e w
E n g la n d

region

N o r th
C e n tra l
region

S o u th er n
reg ion

M o u n ­
ta in  an d  

P la in s  
reg ion

P a cific
region

A ll
r eg ion s

N e w
E n g la n d

region

N o r th
C e n tra l
reg ion

S o u th er n
reg ion

M o u n ­
ta in  and  

P la in s  
reg ion

P ac ific
reg ion

M etr op o lises :
10.9 2 1 .5 100.0 100.0

L a rg e c it ies :
100,000 to  1,500,000 p o p u la t io n ...................... . . 20 .3 27 .1 20 .4 17 .2 9 .7 3 8 .2 100.0 10.1 50 .7 22 .5 4 .0 12 .7

M id d le -s iz e d  c ities :
25,000 to  100,000 p o p u la t io n ---------------------- 13 .0 27 .9 13.3 8 .8 8 .2 16.5 100.0 16 .3 51 .6 18.1 5 .4 8 .6

S m a ll c it ies :
2,500 to  25,000 p o p u la t io n ......................... ........ 18 .0 22 .8 20 .1 12 .6 2 3 .0 12.1 100.0 9 .6 56 .4 18 .7 10 .8 4 .5

A ll  u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _____ ___ 6 2 .2 77 .8 7 5 .3 38 .6 4 0 .9 66 .8 100.0 9 .5 6 1 .1 16 .5 5 .6 7 .3

R u r a l n on far m  c o m m u n itie s  1 2_ _ ------- ------------ 2 4 .4 19.8 2 1 .9 28 .9 28 .0 25 .8 100.0 6 .1 4 5 .4 31 .5 9 .8 7 .2
F a r m s _______________  ___________________ 13 .4 2 .4 2 .8 32 .5 31.1 7 .4 100.0 1 .4 10 .4 64 .8 19 .7 3 .7

A ll  rural c o m m u n it ie s _________________ 3 7 .8 22 .2 24 .7 61 .4 59 .1 33 .2 100.0 4 .5 33 .0 43 .3 13.3 5 .9

A ll  c o m m u n it ie s___ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 7 .6 50 .5 26 .6 8 .5 6 .8

1 In c lu d e s  a ll fa m ilie s r ec e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e lief  (h o w e v e r  lit t le )  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  y e ar . F or  fur th e r e x p la n a tio n , see  p .  42.
2 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s l iv in g  in  c o m m u n it ie s  w ith  p o p u la tio n  u n d e r  2,500, a n d  fa m ilie s l iv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t o n  farm s.

Tabl e  2 8 B .— N u m b e r  a n d  p e r c e n t  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  1 i n  t h r e e  

c o l o r  g r o u p s  i n  f i v e  t y p e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  S o u t h , 1 9 8 5 —3 6

T y p e  o f c o m m u n it y  a n d  c olor group
N u m b e r  of 

fam ilie s
P er ce n t

F a r m  fam ilie s:  
W h ite :

1,822, 567 
290, 520

58 .9
9 .4

T o ta l------ ------ . . . ------- - --------------- --------------

N e gr o:

2,113 ,087 68 .3

511, 092 
416,101

16.5
13.4

927,193 29 .9

O th e r c o lo r :3
31, 366 
25, 537

1 .0
.8

56,903 1 .8

3 ,097 ,183 100.0

R u r a l n on far m  fa m ilie s :4
1, 381, 256 

331, 561 
24, 744

79 .5
19.1

1 .4

1,737, 561 100.0

S m a ll c i ty  fa m ilie s (2,500 to  25,000 p o p u la t io n ):
W h it e ____ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ 838, 111 

202, 048 
19,808

79.1
19.0

1 .9

1,059 ,967 100.0

M id d le -s iz e d  c i t y  fa m ilie s (25,000 to  100,000 p o p u la t io n ): 
W h it e _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ 421,900  

141,480  
8, 684

7 3 .8
24 .7

1 .5

572,064 100.0

L arg e c i t y  fam ilie s  (100,000 p o p u la tio n  a n d  o v e r ):
W h it e __________________ _____ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 915, 902 

207, 562 
25, 828

79 .7  
18.1  
2 .2

1,149, 292 100.0

1 E x c lu d e s  a l l  fa m ilie s r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or  w o r k  r e lief  (h o w ev e r l it t le )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e ar . F or  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p . 42.

2 F or  d e fin it io n s  o f op e ra tor  a n d  sh ar ec rop p e r, see  fo o tn o te  11, p .  43.
3 F o r  d e fin it io n  o f o th er  co lor, se e  p . 43.
4 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s l iv in g  in  c o m m u n itie s  w ith  p o p u la tio n  u n d e r  2,500, a n d  fam ilie s  

l iv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t o n  farm s.

1 E x c lu d e s  a ll fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  l it t l e )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e ar . F or  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , see  p . 42.

2 M e tr o p o lise s  o f  th is  s iz e  are in  N o r th  C e n tr a l R e g io n  o n ly  (N e w  Y o rk , C h ica go , 
P h ila d e lp h ia , a n d  D e tr o it) .

3 In c lu d e s  fam ilie s  l iv in g  in  c o m m u n it ie s  w ith  p o p u la tio n  u n d e r  2,500, a n d  fa m ilie s
l iv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t o n  farm s.

Tabl e  2 9 B .— N u m b e r  a n d  p e r c e n t  o f  n o n r e l i e f f a m i l i e s 1 i n  t h r e e  c o l o r  

g r o u p s  i n  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  l a r g e  c i t i e s  a n d  m e t r o p o l i s e s ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

T y p e  o f c o m m u n it y  a n d  color group
N u m b e r  o f  

fa m ilie s P e r c e n t

L arge c i t y  fa m ilie s  (100,000 to  1,500,000 p o p u la t io n ):
W h it e _________ ________ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ 2 ,009 ,147  

63,331  
1,153

9 6 .8  
3 .1  

. 1

2,073 ,631 100.0

M e tr o p o lis  fa m ilie s (1,500,000 p o p u la tio n  a n d  o v e r ) : 
W h ite :

1,535, 523 
1,160, 554

54 .7
41.4

2, 696,077 96 .1

107,145  
3, 694

3 .8
.1

2 ,806 ,916 100.0

1 E x c lu d e s  a ll fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t o r  w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  l i tt le )  a t  a n y  
t im e  d u r in g  y e ar . F o r  fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p . 42.

2 F or  d e fin it io n  o f o th e r  color, see  p . 43.
3 F o r  e x p la n a tio n  o f n a t iv e  w h ite  a n d  for e ig n -b ojn  w h ite  c la ss if ic a tio n , see  p . 43.

Tabl e  3 0 B .— N u m b e r  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  1 o f  f o u r  s i z e s  i n  s i x  

t y p e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  i n  f i v e  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s , 1 9 3 5 - 8 6

F a m ilie s  of—

T y p e  o f c o m m u n it y  a n d  region
A ll

fa m ilie s
2 p e rson s 3-4  p er ­

so n s
5-6  p e r ­

son s

7 a n d  
o v er  

p e rson s

M e tr o p o li s e s :2
1,500,000 p o p u la tio n  a n d  o v er . 2, 806, 916 755,440 1,393,144 502,941 155,391

L arge  c ities :
100,000 to  1,500,000 p o p u la ­

t i o n ______ _ __ __ _ ______ 4, 666, 708 1, 571, 508 2,133 ,199 726, 990 235, O il
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ies :

25,000 to  100,000 p o p u la t io n .. 2,607, 589 770,224 1, 217,842 459,145 160,378
S m a ll c it ies :

2,500 to  25,000 p o p u la t io n _ __ 4,079 ,741 1,149 ,986 1,902 ,440 744,561 282,754

A ll  u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s__ 14,160,954 4, 247,158 6,646 , 625 2,433, 637 833, 534

R u r al n on far m  c o m m u n itie s  3___ 4, 585, 665 1, 287, 576 2,183, 557 822,806 291, 726
F a r m s____________ _____ _____ 6,166, 558 1,134 ,116 2,340 ,183 1, 547,936 1,144, 323

A ll  ru ra l c o m m u n it ie s ........ 10, 752, 223 2, 421, 692 4,523, 740 2, 370, 742 1, 436,049

A ll  c o m m u n it ie s ________ 24, 913,177 6 ,668 ,850 11,170, 365 4,804 ,379 2, 269, 583

N e w  E n g la n d ........... ..................... 1 ,611,575 457, 287 726, 563 306,486 121,239
N o r th  C e n tra l_______________ 12, 335,117 3,583, 435 5, 710, 579 2, 223,433 817, 670
S o u th . _ _ _ ................ ............ 7, 616,067 1, 578, 229 3 ,139 ,857 1, 730, 321 1,167, 660
M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s .......... ........ 1, 510, 938 398, 653 690, 022 305, 340 116,923
P a c ifi c _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ 1,839, 480 651, 246 903, 344 238, 799 46,091

A ll  r e g io n s _ _ _ _ _ ________ 24 ,913,177 6, 668,850 11,170, 365 4,804, 379 2, 269,583

N o t e s  in  o p p o s it e  c o lu m n .
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Ta bl e 3 1 B .— P e r c e n ta g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  1 o f  f o u r  s i z e s ,  b y  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e g io n ,  1 9 3 5 - 3 6

T y p e  o f c o m m u n ity  a n d  reg ion

P e r ce n tag e  d is tr ib u t io n s  b y  s iz e  o f  fa m ily P e r c e n ta g e  d is tr ib u tio n s  b y  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n it y  a n d  region

A ll fa m ilie s 2 p e rson s 3 -4  p e rson s 5 -6  p e rson s 7 a n d  ov er  
p e rson s

A ll  fam ilie s 2  p e rson s 3 -4  p e rson s 5-6  pe rson s
7 a n d  ov er  

pe rson s

M e t r o p o lise s :1 2
1,500,000 p o p u la t io n  a n d  o v e r .  _ ...... ............. . 100.0 26 .9 4 9 .7 17 .9 5 .5 11 .3 11 .3 12 .5 10 .5 6 .8

L a rg e  c itie s:
100,000 to  1,500,000 p o p u la t io n ___  ____ ____ 100.0 33 .7 4 5 .7 15 .6 5 .0 18 .7 23 .6 19.1 15.1 10 .4

M id d le -s iz e d  c it ies :
25,000 to  100,000 p o p u l a t i o n . ____________ 100.0 29 .5 46 .7 17 .6 6 .2 10.4 11 .5 10 .9 9 .6 7 .1

S m a ll  c it ies :
2,500 to  25,000 p o p u l a t i o n .___ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ 100.0 2 8 .2 4 6 .6 18 .3 6 .9 16.4 17 .3 17 .0 15 .5 12.4

A l l  u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s__________ _ _ __ _ _ _ 100.0 3 0 .0 4 6 .9 17 .2 5 .9 5 6 .8 6 3 .7 5 9 .5 50 .7 3 6 .7

R u r a l n on far m  c o m m u n itie s  3._ .  _ _ __________ 100.0 28 .1 47 .6 17 .9 6 .4 18.4 19 .3 19 .6 17 .1 12 .9
F a r m s — .  ___ _ ____ ____ _ _____ __________ 100.0 18.4 37 .9 25.1 18 .6 2 4 .8 17 .0 2 0 .9 3 2 .2 50 .4

A ll  ru ra l c o m m u n it ie s___________ ______ 100.0 22 .5 42 .1 22 .0 13 .4 4 3 .2 3 6 .3 4 0 .5 49 .3 6 3 .3

A l l  c o m m u n it ie s .............. ................... . ............ 100.0 26 .8 4 4 .8 19.3 9 .1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

N e w  E n g la n d _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ ____ 100.0 28 .4 45 .1 19.0 7 .5 6 .5 6 .8 6 .5 6 .4 5 .3
N o r th  C e n tr a l__ _____ _____________  ______ 100.0 29 .1 46 .3 18.0 6 .6 4 9 .5 53 .7 51.1 46 .3 36 .0
S o u th _____________________________________ 100.0 20 .7 41 .3 22 .7 15.3 3 0 .5 23 .7 28 .1 36 .0 51 .5
M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s ------------------------------------ 100.0 26 .4 45 .7 20 .2 7 .7 6 .1 6 .0 6 .2 6 .3 5 .2
P a c ifi c _______ _____ ________  _ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ 100.0 3 5 .4 49.1 13 .0 2 .5 7 .4 9 .8 8 .1 5 .0 2 .0

A ll  r e g ion s_ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ 100.0 2 6 .8 4 4 .8 19.3 9 .1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1 E x c lu d e s  a ll  fam ilie s  r ec e iv in g  a n y  d ire ct or  w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w e v e r  l it t l e )  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  y e a r . F or  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , see  p . 42.
2 M e tr o p o lise s  of th is  s iz e  are in  N o r th  C e n tr a l R e g io n  o n ly  (N e w  Y o r k , C h ic ag o , P h ila d e lp h ia , a n d  D e tr o it ) .
3 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  c o m m u n itie s  w ith  p o p u la tio n  u n d e r  2,500, a n d  fa m ilie s  liv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t o n  farm s.

Ta bl e 3 2 B .— N u m b e r  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s 1 i n  e i g h t  o c c u p a t i o n a l  g r o u p s 2 i n  j i v e  t y p e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  i n  j i v e  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s , 1 9 3 5 —8 6

T y p e  o f c o m m u n it y  a n d  reg ion A ll  fam ilie s W age -ea rn ­
in g  group

F a rm in g  
g r ou p  3

C lerica l
gr ou p

B u sin e ss  g rou p P rofess ion a l group
O th e r o c c u ­

p a tio n a l  
g rou p s  4

S alaried In d e p e n d e n t S alaried In d e p e n d e n t

M e t r o p o lise s : 5

2 ,80 6,916 1,368,441 731,758 104,884 297,006 143,621 49,519 111, 687
L arge  c it ie s :

4, 666,708 2 ,155 ,143 1,114,569 309,732 569,817 264,565 84,045 168,837
M id d le -s iz e d  c it ies :

2, 607,589 1,409 ,575 483,714 151,410 292,099 125,686 37,846 107,259
S m a ll ’c it ies :

2,500 to  25,000 p o p u la t io n ....... ................. . 4,079, 741 2, 305,805 657, 543 219,171 488, 503 182,392 55, 224 171,103

A ll  u rb a n  c o m m u n it ie s_ __ __ __ __ __ __ 14 ,160,954 7,23 8,964 2,987 , 584 785,197 1, 647, 425 716, 264 226,634 558,886

R u r a l c o m m u n itie s  6_ _ _ _ ________________ 10, 752, 223 2,22 0,313 6 ,166 ,558 638, 641 327, 417 725, 222 272,961 114, 299 286,812

A ll  c o m m u n it ie s ________ _________ _ 24 ,913 ,177 9,459 , 277 6 ,16 6,558 3,626, 225 1,112, 614 2, 372, 647 989, 225 340,933 845,698

N e w  E n g la n d _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ 1 ,611 ,575 857,401 146,001 234, 036 80,422 158,065 60,978 18,472 56, 200
N  o r th  C e n tr a l ________ _______________  . 12 ,335,117 5, 294,084 2,127, 999 2,016, 594 485,127 1, 228, 807 531,105 174,015 477, 386
S o u t h .  .  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ 7,616, 067 2 ,198 ,435 3,097 ,183 862, 209 359, 090 599, 302 236,145 90, 418 173, 285
M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s _____ _____________ 1 ,510 ,938 371,412 544, 290 197, 385 91,816 161, 331 67, 559 25, 641 51, 504
P a c ific ................. .......................... .................  __ 1,839, 480 737,945 251, 085 316.001 96,159 225,142 93, 438 32, 387 87, 323

A ll  r e g io n s____ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ 24 ,913,177 9,459, 277 6,166, 558 3, 626,225 1,112, 614 2, 372, 647 989, 225 340,933 845, 698

1 E x c lu d e s  a ll fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ire ct or w o r k  r elief  (h o w ev e r l it t le )  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  y e ar . F or  fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p . 42.
2 F a m ilie s  are c lass if ie d  ac co rd ing  to  o c c u p a tio n  from  w h ic h  larg est a m o u n t o f  fa m ily  e ar n in gs  w as  d e r iv e d , r ath e r  th a n  ac co rd ing  to  o c c u p a tio n  o f th e  p r in c ip a l earn e r. F or  

fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n , see  p p . 25 a n d  44.
3 I n c lu d e s  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  o n  far m s in  rural areas o n ly .
4 In c lu d e s  fam ilie s  w i th  n o  in c o m e  from  e ar n in gs  d u r in g  t h e  y e ar , a n d  v illa g e  a n d  c ity  fa m ilie s  w ith  m a jor  e a rn in g s fr om  far m in g .
6 M etr o p o lise s  o f  th is  s iz e  are in  N o r th  C e n tr a l R e g io n  o n ly  (N e w  Y o r k , C h ic ag o , P h ila d e lp h ia , a n d  D e tr o it ) .
6 In c lu d e s , in  a d d itio n  to  th e  6,166,558 fa m ilie s  liv in g  o n  farm s, 4,585,665 fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t o n  farm s, or in  c o m m u n it ie s  w ith  p o p u la tio n  u n d e r 2,500. 

T h e  la tt e r  g rou p  in c lu d e s  137,624 v illa g e  fa m ilie s  d e r iv in g  th e  larg est a m o u n t o f  fa m ily  e ar n in gs  frcm  far m ing; th e se  are c lassif ie d  as  “ o th er  o c c u p a tio n a l g r o u p s .”
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Ta bl e 3 3 B .— P e r c e n ta g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  n o n r e l i e f  f a m i l i e s  1 i n  e ig h t  o c c u p a t i o n a l  g r o u p s ,2 b y  t y p e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e g io n , 1 9 8 5 - 8 6

T y p e  o f c o m m u n it y  a n d  region

P e r ce n tag e  d is tr ib u t io n s  b y  o c c u p a tio n a l gr ou p

A ll
fa m i ­
lie s

W age-
e arn ­
in g

group

F a r m ­
in g

g r o u p 3

C leri ­
c al

group

B u sin e ss
group

Sa la ­
r ied

I n d e ­
p e n d ­

e n t

P rofession a l
group

Sa la ­
r ied

In d e ­
p e n d ­

e n t

O ther  
oc cu p a ­
t io n a l  

g rou p s  ‘

P e rc en ta g e d is tr ib u tio n s  b y  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n it y  a n d  region

A ll
fa m i ­
lie s

W age-
e arn ­
in g

gr ou p

F a r m ­
in g

g r o u p 3

C leri ­
c al

group

B u sin e s s
group

Sa la ­
r ied

In d e ­
p e n d ­

e n t

P rofession a l
gr ou p

S ala ­
r ied

In d e ­
p e n d ­

e n t

O ther  
oc cu p a ­
t io n a l  

gr ou p s  4

M etr o p o lise s :  5
1.500.000 p o p u la t io n  a n d  o v e r__

L a rg e c it ie s :
100.000 to  1,500,000 p o p u la t io n . __ 

M id d le -s iz e d  c it ies :
25.000 to  100,000 p o p u la t io n ------

S m a ll  c itie s:
2,500 to  25,000 p o p u la t io n ______

1 0 0 .0

1 0 0 .0

1 0 0 .0

1 0 0 .0

48 .7

4 6 .2

54 .1

56 .4

26 .1

23 .9

18.6

16.1

3 .7

5 .8

5 .4

1 0 .6

12.2

11.2

12.0

5 .1

5 .7

4 .8  

4 .5

1.8

1.8

1.4

1.4

4 .0  

3 .6

4 .1

4 .2

11 .3  

18.7

10 .4

16 .4

14.5

2 2 . 8

14.9

24 .3

2 0 .2

30 .8

13 .3

18.1

9 .4

27 .9

13 .6

19 .7

12.5  

24 .0  

12.3

2 0 .6

14.5

26 .8

12.7

18.4

14 .5

24 .7

11.1

16 .2

A ll  u r b a n  c o m m u n it ie s ---------

R u r a l c o m m u n it ie s  6--------------------

A ll  c o m m u n it ie s ............ ...........

100.0

1 0 0 .0

5 1 .2 21.1 11.6 3 .9 5 6 .8 7 6 .5 8 2 .4 70 .6 69 .4 72 .4 6 6 .5

20 .7 3 .0 2 .5 43. 2

1 0 0 .0 37 .9 24 .8 14.5 4 .5 9 .5 4 .0 3 .4

N e w  E n g la n d -----------
N o r th  C e n tr a l----------
S o u th ______________
M o u n ta in  a n d  P la in s .  
P a c ific ........ ................. -

100.0
1 0 0 .0

100.0

100.0
1 0 0 .0

5 3 .2
42 .9
28 .9  
24 .5  
40 .1

9 .1  
17.3
4 0 .6  
3 6 .0
13 .7

14 .5
1 6 .3
11 .3
13.1
17 .2

5 .0  
3 .9  
4 .7
6.1
5 .2

1 0 .0  
7 .9  

10 .7  
12. 2

3 .8
4 .3
3 .1  
4. 5
5 .1

1.1 
1 .4  
1.2
1 .7
1.8

3 .5
3 .9
2 .3
3 .4  
4 .7

100.0

6 .5
49 .5
30 .5  
6.1 
7 .4

23 .5

100.0 1 0 0 .0 100.0

29 .4

1 0 0 .0

3 3 .5

1 00 .0 100.0 1 0 0 .0

9 .1  

56 .0  
2 3 .2  

3 .9  
7 .8

2 .4
34 .5
5 0 .2

6 .5
55 .6
23 .8

5 .4
8 .7

7 .2  

43 .6  
32 .3

8 .3  
8.6

6 .7  
5 1 .8  
2 5 .2
6.8 

9 .5

6.2

5 3 .7
2 3 .9

6 . 8

9 .4

5 .4  
51 .1  
2 6 .5

7 .5
9 .5

A ll  r e g io n s . 100.0 37 .9 2 4 .8 14.5 4 .5 9 .5 3 .4 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1 0 0 .0 100.0 100.0

13 .2  

20.0 

12.7

2 0 .2

66. 1

100.0

6.6
56 .5
2 0 .5
6.1

10 .3

100.0

1 E x c lu d e s  a ll fa m ilie s  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  r e lie f  (h o w ev e r lit t le )  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  ye ar . F or  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n  se e  p .  42 .
2 F a m ilie s  a re  c la ss if ie d  a c co r d in g  t o  o c c u p a tio n  from  w h ic h  larg est a m o u n t o f  fa m ily  e arn ings  w a s  d e riv ed  r ath e r, th a n  ac co rd in g  to  o c cu p a tio n  o f th e  p r in c ip a l earn e r. 

F or  fu r th e r e x p la n a tio n  se e , p p . 25 a n d  44.
3 I n c lu d e s  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  o n  far m s in  ru ra l areas o n ly .
4 In c lu d e s  fa m ilie s  w i t h  n o  in c o m e  from  e a r n in g s  d u r in g  th e  y e ar , an d  v i lla g e  a n d  c i t y  fa m ilie s w i th  m ajor e arn in gs  from  far m in g .
5 M e tr o p o lise s  o f  th is  s iz e  are in  N o r th  C e n tr a l R e g io n  o n ly  (N e w  Y o r k , C h ic ag o , P h ila d e lp h ia , an d  D e tr o it) .
6 In c lu d e s , i n  a d d itio n  t o  th e  6,166,558 fa m ilie s  l iv in g  o n  far m s, 4,585,665 fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  th e  o p e n  c o u n tr y  b u t  n o t  o n  farm s, or in  c o m m u n itie s  w ith  p o p u la tio n  u n d e r  2,500. 

T h e  la tte r  gr ou p  in c lu d e s  137,624 v illa g e  fa m ilie s  d e r iv in g  th e  lar g est a m o u n t of fa m ily  e ar n in gs  from  farm ing; th e se  are c lassif ie d  as  “ o th er  o c c u p a tion a l g r ou p s .”

Tabl e  3 4 B .— N u m b e r  a n d  p e r c e n t  o f  s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l s f  b y  r e l i e f  

s t a t u s  2 a n d  s e x y 1 9 8 5 - 8 6

R e lie f  s ta tu s  a n d  sex N u m b e r P er c e n t

N o t  re c e iv in g  r e l ie f :1 2 3 4 5 6
5 ,509 ,262  
3,063, 201

64 .3
35 .7

T o t a l . - ______ _______________________________ 8, 572,463 100.0

R e c e iv in g  so m e  r e l ie f :2
1,028,461  

457, 111
69 .2
30 .8

1,485, 572 100.0

A ll  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls :
6 ,537 ,723  
3, 520,312

65 .0
35 .0

10,058, 035 100.0

1 F or  d e fin it io n  o f s in g le  in d iv id u a ls , se e  p .  40.
2 T h e  r e lie f  g r ou p  in c lu d e s  a ll  s in g le  in d iv id u a ls  r e c e iv in g  a n y  d ir e c t or w o r k  relief 

(h o w e v e r  li tt le )  a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  y e ar . T h e  n o n re lie f gr ou p  in c lu d e s  a ll o th er  
s in g le  in d iv id u a ls . F o r  fu r the r  e x p la n a tio n , se e  p .  42.

Tabl e  3 5 B .— N u m b e r  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e s i d e n t s  i n  n i n e  t y p e s  

o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  g r o u p  i n  j i v e  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s , 1 9 3 5 - 8 6

T y p e  o f in sti tu tio n a l  group A ll  re ­
g ion s

N e w
E n g ­
lan d

region

N o r th
C e n ­
tra l

reg ion

S o u th ­
ern

reg ion

M o u n ­
ta in
an d

P la in s
region

P ac ific
reg ion

I n s ti tu tio n s  for—
M e n ta l  d e fe c tiv e s_ _ _ _ _ _ _
P h y s ic a l  d e f e c t iv e s ____
P rison e rs  a n d  d e lin q u e n t

a d u lt s .  _____________
D e p e n d e n t a n d  d e lin ­

q u e n t c h ild r e n _______
D e p e n d e n t a d u lt s .............

T o ta l ......... ........ ........ .

Q u a si- in stitu tio n a l  groups: 
C i v i l i a n  C o n se rv a tio n

C o r p s_____ _________
L a b or  c a m p s _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _
M ilita r y  a n d  n a v a l  p o s t s . .
C r ew s o n  v e s s e ls 1.............

T o t a l . . . ____ ________

A ll in sti tu tio n a l  g r o u p s .

563.000
101.000

207.000

160. 000
169.000

52.000
10.000

10,000

10,000 
17,000

314,000
56.000

93.000

94, 000 
100, 000

124,000  
22,000

71.000

40, 000
27.000

32.000  
6,000

16.000

8,000  
10,000

41 .000
7.000

17.000

8.000
15.000

1,200,000 99,000 657,000 284. 000 72,000 88.000

412.000
103.000  
213, 000

72,000

25.000  
2,000

11.000  
8,000

139, 000 
22, 000 
50, 000 
30, 000

145, 000 
33, 000 
98, 000 
16,000

67.000
14.000
25.000

36.000
32.000
29.000
18.000

800, 000 46.000 241,000 292,000 106, 000 115.000

2, 000, 000 145,000 898, 000 576, 000 178,000 203, 000

1 C lass if ied  b y  reg ion  ac co rd in g  to  p or t o f  c all.

O


